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starting to carry Narcan to treat opioid 

overdoses on campus [6]
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E very high school in Santa Barbara County now carries 
an opioid overdose reversal medication on campus, and 
junior highs are beginning to follow suit. An uptick in 
the number of fentanyl overdoses and the age group 

those overdoses impact has spurred the changes and a new 
state bill is in the works to require that all public and charter 
schools carry naloxone hydrochloride, a nasal spray that can 
reverse the opiate’s impacts. Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor 
speaks with school districts and county health experts about 
the change [6].
 You can also read about what the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has planned to continue supporting 
early January’s storm victims [4]; an art show that’s all 
about water [18]; and Lompoc hotspots sharing the love for 
restaurant week [21]. 
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Relationship violence is the most common
and most costly violent crime in Santa
Barbara County. 

Every month an average of 70 women
and girls are shot and killed by an
intimate partner in the United States.

60% of TEENS (12-17) report being in an
abusive relationship, with 75% of 7th
graders reporting they are dating.

Teens who are in an abusive relationship
have 6X more depression, anxiety and
suicide attempts.

 

Did you know?Did you know?

learn more at whatisLOVEteens.org CallCall    805-736-7273805-736-7273        Text HELLO 741741Text HELLO 741741      365/24/7365/24/7

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

Relationship education
prevents abuse before it starts.
Ask your school today, to invest

in this life saving education.
North County Rape Crisis & 

Child Protection Center 

 VS 

Ahorre dinero. $550$6PER
YEAR

PER YEAR

Choose Tap. 

FINE ARTS COMPLEX 
GRAND OPENING

Friday, February 24, 2023, 4-6 p.m. 

Ribbon Cutting, Self Guided Tour, Exhibits,Demonstrations, & Performances

RSVP by February 15, 2023  
at bit.ly/FineArtsRSVPbit.ly/AHCFineArtsOpening
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North County disaster 
recovery center to  
close on Feb. 26
 The Santa Barbara County storm disaster 
recovery centers are closing their doors after 
several weeks of operations, with Santa Maria’s 
Allan Hancock College location scheduled to 
close on Feb. 26, county Public Information 
Officer Kelsey Buttitta told the Sun. 
 Both centers opened on Jan. 28 after President 
Joe Biden’s federal emergency declaration to 
provide a “one-stop shop” for people impacted 
by the storms to get federal, state and local 
assistance—ranging from federal application 
assistance, mental health and human services, to 
finding low-interest loans, Buttitta said. Although 
the South County location closed on Feb. 15, 
anyone can still come for assistance at the North 
County location, which will be operating seven 
days a week from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 “There was a greater need for the North 
County center to be extended until Feb. 26. They 
still have people actively coming to the center 
when we have seen attendance drop off at the 
South County center,” she said. “The North 
County center is open to all residents and we 
encourage them to get to a center at this time.” 
 Santa Barbara County will provide 
transportation assistance to and from the North 
County center for individuals who still need 
in-person assistance but may not have the means 
to get to Santa Maria. Once both centers close, 
readysbc.org will still provide updated recovery 
information and links to apply for assistance, 
Buttitta said. 
 “After the centers close, we are still here and 
available to help the community recover from 
these storms,” Buttitta said. 
 As of Feb. 12, 1,130 Santa Barbara County 
residents registered with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), and more than 
$1.4 million had been approved for individual 
and household assistance—with more than $1.3 
million allocated to housing assistance and about 
$85,000 for other needs, FEMA Media Relations 
Specialist Renee Bafalis said. 
 “Housing assistance is for those in need 
of temporary housing; other needs include 
personal property losses, repair costs, need for 
repairing a vehicle if that was your main means 
of transportation; medical, dental, or funeral 
assistance may be covered; child care needs that 
may come as a result of the storm,” Bafalis said. 
 In the 13 counties designated as a disaster 
area, 16,578 people have registered with FEMA, 
and the agency’s allocated more than $18 million 
for housing and other needs assistance, she said. 
Although both centers will be closed by the 
end of February, residents can apply for FEMA 
assistance until March 16. 
 “Just because the centers are closed doesn’t 

mean you don’t have the ability to reach out to 
FEMA; we have our 1 (800) 621-3362 number 
you can speak to an operator at any time,” Bafalis 
said. “People can also go to disasterassistance.gov 
and upload any additional documentation that 
would help their eligibility.” 
 Although FEMA has to wait for an individual’s 
insurance to weigh in before it can provide 
assistance, she encouraged people to apply 
anyway and follow up with FEMA once they’ve 
heard from their provider. 
 “Just make sure you’re in the system by the 
16th of March. If you have received one of those 
determination letters, read it carefully to make 
sure it’s not that we need additional information,” 
she said. “If you need to write an appeal, they can 
help you do that as well. But we don’t want people 
thinking if they got one of those letters it’s the 
end-all be-all, that really is not just the case.”
 FEMA will also have its disaster survivor 
assistance teams going out door to door in 
communities until the March 16 deadline to 
make sure residents are registered and can check 
their status, she added, but she encouraged 
people to go in person while they still can. 
 “I hope folks get the information they need out 
of these centers, and as long as they’re in the area 
they are able to use them,” Bafalis said.  

—Taylor O’Connor

Buellton City Council 
delays decision on new 
library budget
 Hoping to lower the estimated cost of a new 
library, Buellton officials recently considered 
cutting one aspect of the project that some 
consider essential to its success.
 During its Feb. 9 meeting, members of the 
Buellton City Council discussed a budget 
and design proposal to retrofit a city-owned 
property—the historic Willemsen House on 
Dairyland Road—into a library with a large 
meeting room for community members to 
meet. The retrofit alone is estimated to cost $1.4 
million, according to staff, while the meeting 
room partition, or divider, will probably cost 
$25,000.
 “We should do the divider because that 
meeting room will be key, I think, to making this 
a great building,” Judith Dale, president of Friends 
of the Buellton Library and former mayor of 
Buellton, said during public comment.
 “Why do you think that meeting room is key?” 
newly elected Councilmember Hudson Hornick 
asked Dale.
 Dale said the meeting room would attract 
clubs and groups outside the city to meet in 
Buellton.
 “There’s lots of organizations and 
communities—not only in our city, but 
countywide—that need a place to meet, and 

Buellton is so central,” Dale said. “We’ve got two 
highways that cross here. We’re central in the 
county.”
 Dale used an example from her own 
experience attending various meetings she’s been 
a part of to make a point that a new meeting 
venue in Buellton could increase spending at 
businesses in town.
 “What happens when we have these meetings 
is, with about 25 to 30 people, we all go to lunch 
together; we all shop; we all do things,” Dale said. 
“Let’s make Buellton the place to meet.”
 Rather than decide on approving the proposed 
budget and design for the library development, 
Mayor David King motioned that staff return at 
a later date with information on another route 
to potentially decrease the project’s $1.4 million 
price tag.
 “I went through dozens of pages of plans, and 
the retrofitting is what’s costing us all the money,” 
King said. “I don’t know if anybody else would 
want to entertain the idea to maybe kick this 
down the road, and at least get a preliminary bid 
of how much it would cost to put a new building 
there—it could be designed exactly like a library. 
Instead … we’re trying to hodgepodge a library 
into a house that was not designed for a library.”
 King’s colleagues on the City Council agreed 
to table the item and directed staff to research 
how much it would cost to build a new library 
at the Dairyland Road site, to compare with the 
proposed retrofit budget. 

—Caleb Wiseblood

Santa Barbara County’s 
taking public input 
on future housing 
development
 Jobs-housing imbalance, long commutes, 
short-term rentals, and affordability issues are all 
Santa Barbara County problems. 
 Each issue came up during the Feb. 14 Santa 
Barbara County Board of Supervisors meeting, 
when the governing body reviewed the county’s 
2023-31 Housing Element. 
 California requires local jurisdictions to look 
at housing needs every eight years and identify 
space to develop new housing units, which are 
outlined in each jurisdiction’s housing element. 
This cycle, the state’s Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation asks that Santa Barbara County build 
5,664 new housing units in its unincorporated 
areas by 2031, a jump nearly eight times larger 
than last cycle’s 661 units.  
 During public comment on Feb. 14, People’s 
Self-Help Housing President and CEO Ken 
Trigueiro said that it’s necessary for the county 
to take on the increased number, and he wants 
to see the new housing element passed as 

• The Disaster Recovery Centers/Local Assistance 
Centers will be closing later this month in both 
North and South Santa Barbara County, according 
to a Feb. 8 announcement from the county. Santa 
Maria’s Allan Hancock College center will be closing 
Feb. 26. Direct Relief in Santa Santa Barbara’s last 
day in operation was Feb. 15. Santa Maria’s site 
modified its hours from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Residents, 
business owners, and nonprofits are encouraged to 
visit the center to receive help applying for federal 
assistance and disaster loans, update applications, 
and learn about other resources that are available 
from state, local government, and nonprofit partners. 
Resources are available for undocumented community 
members as well. Spanish, American Sign Language, 
and Mixteco interpreter services are available on-
site. In addition to the two local centers, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency has coordinated 
with local government agencies to send disaster 
survivor assistance teams  into impacted communities 
throughout the county. These teams will continue 
their work to support the ongoing needs of impacted 
community members. “The [Disaster Recovery 
Centers/Local Assistance Centers] locations have been 
a valuable space for over 500 community members to 
get connected with resources they may not have even 
known existed for them,” county Office of Emergency 
Management Director Kelly Hubbard said in the 
statement. “The county will continue to work with 
local cities and [communities] to gauge the needs 
of our residents and provide support even after the 
closure of these centers.”

• U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) reintroduced 
the Access to Counsel Act to ensure that U.S. citizens, 
green card holders, and other individuals with legal 
status are able to consult with an attorney, relative, 
or other interested parties to seek assistance if they 
are detained by Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) for more than an hour at ports of entry, 
including airports, according to a Feb. 9 statement 
from the senator’s office. The Access to Counsel Act 
was originally introduced in response to the Trump 
administration’s “Muslim ban” in 2017, which resulted 
in many individuals being detained at airports and 
denied a phone call to counsel or family members. 
This legislation would require the Department of 
Homeland Security to ensure that people with valid 
travel documents who present themselves at the 
border, airports, or other points of interaction can 
communicate with counsel or other interested 
parties if they are subjected to prolonged inspection 
by border patrol. “We cannot deny counsel to those 
who have a legal right to be in the United States but 
are detained by Customs and Border Protection,” 
Padilla said in the statement. “The Access to Counsel 
Act would ensure that there are guardrails in place 
to prevent CBP from denying those in their custody a 
phone call to a lawyer or trusted individual.” 

• To continue expanding the state’s affordable 
housing stock and increase capacity for additional 
climate-smart infill housing, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced funding awards aimed at accelerating the 
development of new projects, according to a Feb. 9 
statement from the governor’s office. Approximately 
$825.5 million in awards was divided among 58 
communities across California to build 9,550 
homes as part of a new funding approval process 
that eliminates the need for a developer to submit 
multiple applications. The funding will ultimately 
benefit an estimated 187,500 people over the total 
lifetime of all projects combined. This new application 
process was made possible when Newsom signed 
Assembly Bill 434 into law, allowing multiple housing 
applications to be narrowed down into a single award 
process. Under this new approach, requests for 
housing development funds have soared. The first 
round of new Multifamily Finance Super Notice of 
Funding Availability received more than $3.5 billion 
in developer requests—a sharp contrast to years of 
under-subscription. “As we demand more housing 
to be built at the local level, it is incumbent upon the 
state to reimagine and modernize our own approval 
process,” Newsom said in the statement. m
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CLOSING SOON: The Santa Maria Disaster Assistance Center, which 
helps residents with federal relief applications, registering with FEMA, and 
finding a variety of local resources, will be closing its doors on Feb. 26.
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efficiently and quickly as possible. The nonprofit 
is currently serving more than 10,000 residents 
and is shifting to helping residents with a wider 
range of income levels rather than just low or 
extremely low incomes.
 “We’ve developed over 3,000 units here. Even 
though that’s an extreme contribution with a 
market value of over $1 billion, unfortunately 
that’s just a drop in the bucket for what we need 
locally,” Trigueiro said. “On behalf of those we 
serve, we hope you continue to support this, we 
need as many tools to make this happen. We 
hope you push this along for people who needed 
this housing yesterday.” 
 The county doesn’t have much of a choice 
in pushing this along as the state has grown 
intolerant of local jurisdictions not identifying 
sites for housing development, Planning and 
Development Director Lisa Plowman said. If the 
county doesn’t come into compliance with state 
requirements and deadlines, it could be met with 
legal action.
 The Planning amd Development Department 
approached the board to review the housing 
element’s goals and programs, which identifies 
potential rezone sites, discusses tenant 
protection and fair housing services, highlights 
preserving affordable housing, and emphasizes 
employer-provided housing. 
 Second District Supervisor Laura Capps 
said she’d like to see the county follow suit with 
providing housing by speeding up the process 
for some of the current projects in the works. 
 “The main thing for me is 
for people to live where they 
work. I’m hearing from parents 
who live in Lompoc but their 
child is in Santa Barbara for 
school all day,” Capps said. 
“The goal we have in this 

document [is] encouraging employer housing, 
but there is not a lot of county property being 
discussed.” 
 Currently, a third of county employees live 
outside of Santa Barbara County, and director 
Plowman said there are some projects in the 
works to build county housing, but those 
wouldn’t be completed within the eight-year 
cycle—something the state wants to see. 
 “Preservation of housing stock for county 
employees is a conundrum. That is a really 
challenging thing that we are all dealing with, 
and I don’t have the silver bullet to that,” 
Plowman said. “Not only do our housing prices 
present a problem but it’s vacant housing sitting 
there and not being available for rent.” 
 Short-term rentals take up 18 to 23 percent of 
the housing stock in some neighborhoods and 
it’s impacting housing availability and cost, 3rd 
District Supervisor Joan Hartmann said. It’s 
something she’d like to see acknowledged as a 
challenge when it comes to building housing in 
the county.
 “My biggest concern in Santa Barbara County 
is we’re going to build this, go through this 
pain and anguish, and it isn’t going to go for 
the people we need, the people who work here, 
and the people who can’t afford to live here,” 
Hartmann said. “That’s one issue I want front 
and center because the state needs to understand 
in communities like Santa Barbara, that’s a real 
issue.”
 The housing element is now in a 30-day 
public review period where individuals can 
submit their comments, and then the county 

will submit the draft to the 
California Department of 
Community Services and 
Development for a 90-day 
review with hopes for element 
adoption in spring 2024. m

—Taylor O’Connor
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* NO COST for established CHC & non-CHC patients.

POSITIVE FOR COVID-19?

CHC has FREE COVID-19 vaccines & bivalent boosters 
at most clinics, for CHC & non-CHC patients! For more 
information, contact CHC today.

Now you can TEXT 805-361-8400 for an appointment. 
Also reach us on our website chat, on the Patient Portal 
or call 866-614-4636. Se habla español. www.chccc.org
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS OF THE CENTRAL COAST
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BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR

Carolyn Kleinsmith lost her nephew to 
fentanyl poisoning when he was 29 years old. 
“� e e� ects of that a� ect our entire family 

all the time. He was like a brother to my son, 
and he struggles deeply,” Kleinsmith told the 
Sun on Feb. 1. “� is epidemic is like nothing 
we’ve ever faced, and it will take all hands 
on board, including schools, to combat this 
problem.” 
 Kleinsmith works as the Santa Maria-
Bonita School District’s program specialist 
for health services and has helped with 
the district’s e� orts in obtaining naloxone 
hydrochloride for all junior high school sites, 
which began in late spring 2022. Commonly 
known as Narcan, the medication is an opioid 
antagonist that momentarily reverses an 
overdose’s e� ects. 
 “It’s important to have the ability to 
respond immediately and not have to wait 
for EMS to arrive,” she said.  “It’s a life-saving 
factor; the faster you can get that Narcan in, 
the better the chances are for survival.” 
 � e district board voted to change its 
policies to allow the medication on-site, and 
several teachers and sta�  volunteered to go 
through the proper training to administer 
the medication in case of emergencies, she 
said. As of Feb. 1, no sta�  member has had 
to administer naloxone on campus, but 
Kleinsmith said it’s still important to be 
prepared. 
 “We have to accept the reality we’re in and 
we have a fentanyl crisis in this country, and 
I think we’re responding in a responsible 
manner,” Kleinsmith said. 
 Countywide, school districts are stepping 
up alongside Santa Maria-Bonita by changing 
their board policies to allow Narcan on its 
campuses in the wake of a record-breaking 
year of opioid deaths with fentanyl—a 
synthetic opiate 50 times more potent than 
heroin—cited as a leading cause of death 
among residents, according to previous Sun 
reporting. Although Santa Barbara County 
schools have stepped ahead of the game, the 
state may update its laws with a new Assembly 
bill (AB 19) to require Narcan on public 
school campuses. 
 “AB 19 has not passed its committee, but we 
do not have to wait for that bill and we are not. 
We recognize it as a concern,” Kleinsmith said.
 In Santa Barbara County, the number 
of opioid-related hospital visits for 15- to 
19-year-olds more than tripled from nine 
visits in 2019 to 30 visits in 2021, and overdose 
deaths more than doubled between 2020 and 

2021 with 18 deaths, said county 
Behavioral Wellness Public 
Information O�  cer Suzanne 
Grimmesey—citing data from the 
California Overdose Dashboard. 
 “Our local data shows the 
majority of opioid overdose 
deaths involve fentanyl, about 75 
percent,” Grimmesey said. “It also 
supports that the availability of 
fentanyl, including fentanyl being 
mixed with other substances, is 
the primary contributing factor 
to the increase in deaths.”  
 According to county data, the 
demographic impacted by opioids 
is also changing to a younger 
population, with the average age 
of death shifting from 30- to 
40-year-olds in 2020 to 15- to 
24-year-olds in 2021. Nationwide, 
drug overdoses are now the third 
leading cause of death in children 
in the United States, according to 2020 
Centers for Disease Control data. 
 Behavioral Wellness is still working with 
the county Sheri� ’s O�  ce to � nalize 2022 
data, but preliminary results show deaths 
trending upward with a slight decrease in 
adolescents, Grimmesey added. To continue 
ensuring adolescent safety, Behavioral 
Wellness has been working with school 
districts to get sites equipped with free 
Narcan from the state.
 “All secondary county schools have updated 
their policies to allow Narcan on campus, 
and as soon as that happened, each district 
received training on Narcan. Upon training 
being completed, Narcan was delivered to the 
school sites,” she said. 
 Lompoc Uni� ed School District updated 
its policies in spring 2022 and began moving 
forward with the county in order to get 
Narcan on all of its campuses, Assistant 
Superintendent of Education Services Brian 
Jaramillo said. 
 “It wasn’t in our policy because it was 
not something that had come up before. In 
order to be able to administer an emergency 
procedure like that, in this case medication, 
for legal purposes it needs to be in our policy 
to do that,” Jaramillo said. “It’s a matter of 
having an understanding that this is a current 
issue in our community and it’s a policy that 
needs to change.” 
 When administering medications, school 
districts need to have prescriptions from 
doctors saying they can use it for a speci� c 

individual if necessary, with the exception of 
state-required epinephrine, he explained. 
 “� at’s why it’s in our policy so it’s not 
dependent on individual situations or 
individual prescriptions,” Jaramillo said. “It’s 
in our policy that people can use it. We have 
people trained, and they are able to use it in 
emergency situations.” 
 As of Feb. 9, no overdose instances had 
been reported within the district, and 
opioids have not been a huge issue in Lompoc 
historically, he said, but they have become a 
bigger issue as time has gone on. 
 “Speci� cally it’s about the danger, the danger 
of fentanyl and the danger of the risk of death, 
the risk of hospitalization, and the need to have 
an emergency response that is quicker than 
calling 911 and getting the � re department or 
ambulance there,” Jaramillo said. 
 Now that Lompoc sta�  members completed 
their training, the district can expect Narcan 
on-site some time later this spring, and the 
district plans to hold informational outreach 
meetings for students and sta�  surrounding 
the response, he said. 
 “People are ready for us to be ready and 
have it available. � ere’s a lot of concern in the 
community about this,” Jaramillo said. 
 California may push other jurisdictions to 
join Santa Barbara County if AB 19 passes—
which would require all public and charter 
schools and o�  ces of education to carry at 
least two doses of naloxone at all times, and 
require the state to cover the costs. 
 Assemblymember Joe Patterson (R-Placer 
County), proposed the bill in December 2022 

after someone in his community passed away 
from fentanyl poisoning, Patterson told the Sun. 
 “We’re living in a reality that kids are going 
to make mistakes and have accidents. It’s 
so important to educate families and have 
that lifesaving treatment out there, which I 
think is good news,” Patterson said. “If you 
think about a couple years ago, this wasn’t 
something people knew a lot about, but in just 
the few years people are waking up and saying 
this is impacting our communities.” 
 Patterson estimated that providing two 
doses of naloxone at all schools across the 
state would cost the state about $1.5 million, 
“not even a fractional decimal in the budget,” 
he said. 
 It won’t a� ect private school policies and 
procedures, but he said it will get every public 
school district on the same page, noting that 
some districts are reluctant to provide Narcan 
on campus. 
 � e bill still has to go through a multi-
month process and needs the approval of 
several committees before making its way 
to the Assembly � oor. If the bill passes, it 
wouldn’t take e� ect until January 2024, he 
said. 
 “Most people go to public schools. You’re 
there as a child the majority of your life,” 
Patterson said. “If we’re going to mandate 
[that] people go to schools and there’s risks on 
campuses, we have an obligation to make sure 
our kids are safe there.” ❍

Reach Sta�  Writer Taylor O’Connor at 
toconnor@santamariasun.com.

EMERGENCY VISITS: This bar graph depicts the number of opioid-related overdose emergency department 
visits in 2021, with 30 visits from 15- to 19-year-olds. 

PHOTO FROM CALIFORNIA OVERDOSE DASHBOARD
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Act now!
Send any news 
or story tips to 
news@santamariasun.com.
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Protecting students
County public school districts are taking steps ahead of 
a state Assembly bill to provide Narcan at school sites
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DENTAL CARE
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GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
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• Consultation
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 LIMITED 
 TO

 STOCK
 ON HAND

 NO  DOWN PAYMENT!
 INTEREST!!

 FOR 12 MONTHS!!!
 ON APPROVED CREDIT  •  WITH COUPON ONLY

 Twin Mattress . . . . . . . . $ 99
 Full Mattress . . . . . . $ 129

 Queen Mattress .  .  . $ 169
 King Mattress . . . . . . . $ 199

 ALL MATTRESSES ON SALE

 CASUAL, BUT ELEGANT COUNTER 
 HEIGHT EXTENSION DINING TABLE.

 4 X-BACK BHAIRS AND
 BENCH SEAT

 222 WEST MAIN
 SANTA MARIA
 805-928-6101

 HURRY IN
 FOR YOUR

 BEST 
 SELECTION!

  TTWWIINN//TTWWIINN TWIN/TWIN
  BBUUNNKKBBEEDD BUNKBED

 Starting at

  TTHHEE  DDEEAALLSS  YYOOUU  WWAANNTT.... ..  TTHHEE  DDEEAALLSS  YYOOUU  WWAANNTT.... .. THE DEALS YOU WANT...
  ......WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  QQUUAALLIITTYY  YYOOUU’’LLLL  LLOOVVEE!!  ......WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  QQUUAALLIITTYY  YYOOUU’’LLLL  LLOOVVEE!! ...WITH THE SELECTION AND QUALITY YOU’LL LOVE!

 MEDIUM TV STAND WITH 
 FIREPLACE OPTION. 2 GLASS 

 FRONT CABINETS WITH 
 ADJUSTABLE SHELVES. 

 “FLOATING” GLASS TOP FOR 
 THAT “WOW” FEATURE

 COTTAGE STYLING IN 
 VERSATILE WHITE FINISH. 

 MATCHING NIGHT
 STAND AVAILABLE

  MATTRESSES INCLUDED

 Starting at

  $$  779999  9999 $ 799 99
 Starting at

 Starting at

 Starting 
 at

 Starting 
 at

  $$  559999  9999 $ 599 99

 MEDIUM TV STAND

  $$  669999  9999 $ 699 99

  PPOOWWEERR  LLIIFFTT   POWER LIFT 
  RREECCLLIINNEERR RECLINER

 EASY POWER BUTTON MOTION CONTROL 
 ALLOWS YOU THE FULL SPECTRUM OF 

 COMFORT. INDEPENDENT MOTOR 
 CONTROLS TO GET THE RIGHT POSITION

  $$  11  ,,  229999  9999 $ 1 , 299 99

  66PPCC.. 6PC.
  DDIINNIINNGG  RROOOOMM DINING ROOM

 FEATURING 50” ROUND TABLE,
 4 CHAIRS WITH UPHOLSTERED 

 CHAIR BACKS AND
 CUSHIONED SEATS

 Starting at

  55PPCC.. 5PC.
  DDIINNIINNGG  RROOOOMM DINING ROOM

  66PPCC  QQUUEEEENN  BBEEDDRROOOOMM  SSEETT 6PC QUEEN BEDROOM SET
 SOPHISTICATED MODERN LOOK IN A WARM GREY FINISH. FEATURING A QUEEN PANEL 

 HEADBOARD, FOOTBOARD, 6 DRAWER DRESSER, 2 NIGHTSTANDS AND MIRROR.
 MATCHING CHEST AVAILABLE

 Starting at

 TRADITIONAL STYLE - WARM AND INVITING. INCLUDES DRESSER,
 UPHOLSTERED PANEL HEADBOARD, 2 NIGHTSTANDS AND MIRROR.

  66PPCC  QQUUEEEENN  BBEEDDRROOOOMM  SSEETT 6PC QUEEN BEDROOM SET   $$  11  ,,  669999  9999 $ 1 , 699 99
 Starting 

 at

  RREECCLLIINNIINNGG  SSOOFFAA  &&  LLOOVVEESSEEAATT RECLINING SOFA & LOVESEAT
 MERGING THE HANDSOME, STATELY LOOK OF AN ARMCHAIR.

 RECLINER SEATING IS WRAPPED IN TOP-GRAIN LEATHER

  $$  11  ,,  889999  9999 $ 1 , 899 99
 Starting 

 at

  CCHHAAIISSEE  22PPCC..  SSEECCTTIIOONNAALL CHAISE 2PC. SECTIONAL
 BEAUTIFUL CONTEMPORARY STYLE IN A SMOKE GREY COLOR.

 INCLUDES DUAL USB PORTS FOR CHARGING DEVICES.

  $$  554499  9999 $ 549 99

  $$  999999  9999 $ 999 99

  $$  999999  9999 $ 999 99
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UPCOMING SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO TODAY

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968 · advertising@santamariasun.com

SUMMER GUIDE May 25

WINNING IMAGES June 8

GET OUTSIDE June 15

BOOK ADS BY: April 13
PUBLICATION DATE: April 20

WEDDINGS

BOOK ADS BY: Feb. 16
PUBLICATION DATE: Feb. 23

Reach thousands of 
readers looking to 
plan a wedding on 
the Central Coast

MENUS

BOOK FEATURE STORIES BY: March 9
BOOK ADS BY: March 16
PUBLICATION DATE: April

The Central Coast  
guide to all things  
food and drink

Reach thousands of 
festivalgoers in the 
festival program

STRAWBERRY 
FESTIVAL

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

Starting as a temporary evening shelter for 
the homeless in Santa Maria churches in 
1987, Good Samaritan has since expanded in 

to multiple shelter programs, sobering centers, 
detox centers, mental health services, and more 
throughout Santa Barbara County. 
 “It’s really exciting; we’ve had to grow at a 
quick pace but it’s exciting to have new projects 
for individuals experiencing homelessness,” 
Executive Director Sylvia Barnard said. 
 In 2020, the Santa Maria-based nonprofit 
opened a sobering center in South County, 
created a step-down housing program, and 
oversaw the Hedges House of Hope shelter in Isla 
Vista. In addition, God Sam now runs the Dignity 
Moves interim housing project in Santa Barbara, 
she said. It also contracts with the Housing 
Authority of the City of Santa Barbara to provide 
support services for those under the Emergency 
Housing Vouchers program, which helps people 
afford rent. 
 “We look forward to continuing to grow [in] 
our partnership with the Housing Authority,” 
Barnard said. “They have some plans to provide 
additional units in South County, and we’re 
looking forward to working with them on that.” 
 In recognition of Good Sam’s work and efforts, 
the Housing Authority awarded the nonprofit 
with the 2022 Outstanding Partnership Award 
on Jan. 23, a recognition thanking organizations 
that help change lives for the better. Barnard said 
the award was voted on by authority employees, 
something that highlights the strength and 
partnership between the two entities. 
 “I’m super grateful for all the support Good 
Samaritan gets from our partner agencies in the 
communities,” she said. “It makes a difference in 
our ability to help deliver services, let alone grow. 
It reminds our staff how important the work is.” 
 Housing Authority CEO Rob Fredericks 
said he’s known Barnard for 20 years and has 
worked with her on housing solutions outside 
of the current partnership between their two 
organizations. 
 “She just relentlessly leans into these difficult 
social problems of providing people a safe place 
to be rather than being unsheltered,” Fredericks 
said. “She and her team are mission-driven to 
do good work, whether in their shelter in North 
County, Santa Maria, the shelters on the South 
Coast, or providing services to 
help get people housed and to 
retain their housing.” 
 The Housing Authority 
is a separate public agency 
from the city that administers 
federal rental assistance and 

focuses on developing 
affordable housing within 
Santa Barbara. For the 
last few years, Good 
Samaritan has been 
leasing property with four 
single-family homes from 
the Housing Authority, 

where the nonprofit also provides intensive 
services on-site and helps residents obtain more 
permanent housing and employment.
 “We’re always looking for more collaborations 
together, and we don’t have anything formal 
in the works yet, but I really think we need 
more emergency shelter care in South County,” 
Fredericks said. “That’s where I believe 
organizations like Good Sam could be of help. 
They’ve proven they know what they’re doing 
with sheltering people.”
 The Outstanding Partner award decision 
comes from a vote during the authority’s annual 
team meeting where everyone in the organization 
recognizes who they’ve worked with that’s made a 
difference in the authority’s mission in a positive 
way, he said. 
 “It’s wonderful when you have an organization 
like Good Samaritan; it’s easy to honor them 
and to lift them up and celebrate their good 
work,” Fredericks said. “It feels good. As a 
Housing Authority, as a county, and as a city, we 
recognize we can’t solve or address homelessness 
on our own. We need help from other terrific 
organizations like Good Sam.”  

Highlight 
 • The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks 
Department invites family-friendly bands who 
are interested in performing at the 2023 Summer 
Concerts in the Park to apply. Bands must submit 
a demo thumb drive, biography, and high-
resolution picture to the Recreation and Parks 
Department (615 South McClelland St.), or an 
electronic press kit along with the application via 
email to rpinfo@cityofsantamaria.org (subject 
line “Concerts”), by no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, 
April 14. Applications are available online at 
cityofsantamaria.org/recreation. Concerts in the 
Park are free, fun, and family friendly on Sunday 
afternoons from June through August. Direct 
questions to Santa Maria Recreation and Parks at 
(805) 925-0951, Ext. 2260.
 • February is National Heart Month, and the 
cardiology team at French Hospital Medical 
Center (FHMC) announced on Feb. 6 that they 
have successfully performed the first mitral 
valve repair using the innovative MitraClip 
procedure—a minimally invasive treatment 
option for people with a severe leak in the mitral 
valve who are too high-risk for traditional open-
heart surgery or select heart patients who remain 

symptomatic despite other 
medical therapy. m

Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor 
wrote this week’s Spotlight. 
Reach her at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA BARBARA CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY

HONORING COMMUNITY PARTNERS: Sylvia Barnard (third from left) and the Good Samaritan 
Shelter team received the 2022 Outstanding Partnership Award from the Housing Authority of the 
City of Santa Barbara on Jan. 23 at the Housing Authority headquarters in Santa Barbara. 
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spotlight@santamariasun.com.
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Changing lives
Good Samaritan Shelter receives the Housing 
Authority of the City of Santa Barbara’s 
2022 Outstanding Partnership Award



9

www.santamariasun.com • February 16 - February 23, 2023 • Sun • 9

APODACA, PATRICK DWAINE, 57, of 
Santa Maria passed away 2/07/2023 arrange-
ments with Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & 
Crematory

ARSENAULT, STEVEN, 76, of Morro Bay 
passed away 2/06/2023 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

BATARA, FLORENTINO, 82, of Los Osos 
passed away 2/02/2023 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

BLAKE, NELDA BEATRICE, 88, of Morro 
Bay passed away 1/03/2023 arrangements with 
Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

CASTILLO, VICTORIA, 95, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/03/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

CUMMINGS, JAMES ROBERT, 100, of 
Atascadero passed away 1/31/2023 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

DIAZ, KARINA MARIE, 36, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

DUBOIS, JO ANN, 88, of Grover Beach 
passed away 1/31/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

FIERMAN, LAREY ALAN, 73, of Oceano 
passed away 2/9/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

GONZALEZ, FELIPE, 80, of Paso Robles 
passed away 2/07/2023 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

GUERRERO, RALPH, 96, of Santa Marira 
passed away 2/10/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

HOERIG, BARRY, 65, of Santa Maria passed 
away 1/25/2023 arrangements with Magner-
Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

JOHNSON, LARRY, 81, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/11/2023 arrangements with 
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

KURTZE, CAROL ANN, 72, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/06/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

LENZ, ETHEL, 88, of Arroyo Grande passed 
away 2/08/2023 arrangements with Marshall-
Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

LEON, ESTHER, 83, of Guadalupe passed 
away 2/12/2023 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

MANESS, PAUL M., 71, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MARTINEZ, CARLITO “LITO” SR. 70, of 
Santa Maria passed away 2/08/2023 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

MCCOSKEY, JAMES STEVEN, 73, of 
Orcutt passed away 2/06/2023 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MENDOZA, HORTENSE, 78, of San Miguel 
passed away 2/08/2023 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

MILLER, GARY LEON, 76, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/04/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MOSS, HAROLD C., 92, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/10/2023 arrangements with 
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

RICHARDSON, RONALD, 67, of Paso Robles 
passed away 1/31/2023 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

ROWLEY, RICHARD “DICK”, 78, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 2/08/2023 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

RUPERT, CLIVE, 61, of Templeton passed 
away 2/10/2023 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

SEDERHOLM, CHARLES, 85, of Orcutt 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

SHARP, JASON CHRISTOPHER, 44, of 
Atascadero passed away 12/23/2022 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

SHIELDS, JANIS, 88, of Arroyo Grande 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

STEVENSON, JESSE, 85, of Nipomo passed 
away 2/05/2023 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

TEACKER, CODY TYLER, 29, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/03/2023 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

TORRES, ERNESTINA V., 89, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/02/2023 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

STOODLEY, PHD., ROLAND VAN, 91, of 
Santa Maria passed away 2/03/2023 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

ZEPEDA, ROSENDA, 75, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/07/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

DEATH NOTICES
For Obituary info call (805) 347-1968 or email obituaries@newtimesslo.com

Call: 1 (805) 801-1546  Visit: coastvalleycremations.com
930 S. Broadway, Suite 204, Santa Maria ~ FD 2374

Freedom to Go
Find a greater peace of mind

(805) 925-2753 • www.magnermaloney.com
600 E. Stowell Road, Santa Maria · FD270 CR255

Serving the Central Coast for 85 Years

The Freedom To Go Plan is the leading 
Repatriation Membership Plan in the 
industry, providing members with 
world wide, lifetime coverage in the 
event of an unexpected death more 
than 75 miles from home.

Burial & Cremation Services • Advanced Planning · Monuments & Grave Markers
On-Site Crematory • Se Habla Espańol

• 24/7/365 Service, 
     Anywhere
• One Time 
    Membership Cost
• Lifetime Coverage
• Emotional Support

PROUD TO BE THE
COMMUNITY PET RESOURCE FOR

Santa Maria

sbhumane.org  |  805-964-4777

1687 West Stowell Road
Santa Maria, CA 93458

Animal Adoptions  •  Low-cost Veterinary Care
Affordable Dog Training  •  Pet Supplies & Resources
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COMMENTARY

ONLINE POLL

BY ANDREW CHRISTIE

On Feb. 3, California’s secretary of state 
certified that oil companies got enough 
petition signatures to cancel the state’s 

oil well health and safety setbacks law until a 
referendum vote on the Nov. 5, 2024, ballot.
 Or, as state Sen. Lena Gonzalez (D-Long 
Beach), author of the bill that was going to become 
a law on Jan. 1 until the oil companies decided 
otherwise, tweeted: “Health protection zones for 
oil drilling overturned today! Why? Because … Big 
Oil.” She tweeted that the industry “paid people 
$20/signature to lie,” lied about protecting people, 
and “continues to pollute our communities.”
 The industry-backed petition will put a 
measure on the 2024 ballot calling to repeal the 
law prohibiting new oil operations within 3,200 
feet of human habitation (“Big oil can only get you 
to reverse state law by lying,” New Times, Dec. 
15). The law also established strict engineering 
controls for existing operations.
 Senate Bill 1137 was voted into law by the state 
Legislature last year, based on numerous studies 
linking oil well operations within 3,200 feet of 
homes, schools, parks, etc., with an increased risk 
of respiratory illnesses, high-risk pregnancies, 
and cancer. This is also an issue of long-standing 
environmental racism, as people of color are at 
the highest risk.
 That law is now suspended pending the 
outcome of the 2024 elections, thanks to the $18 
million the oil industry spent on the effort to get 
signatures on those petitions. In other words, look 
for a whole lot of drilling permit applications to 
come down the pike over the next two years that 
will be close to homes, hospitals, and schools.
 Feb. 3 was the day the will of the people, as 
expressed by their elected 
officials with the passage of 
SB 1137, was overturned by oil 
money to buy the industry two 
more years of maximum profits 
at maximum cost to our health.
 That day should serve as the 
last straw.

Remember the Refugio Beach oil 
spill, courtesy of the corroded Plains All 
American Pipeline? Remember Exxon’s 
proposed solution to the ruptured 
pipeline? Just load the stuff into oil 
tankers and run it up the coast to Santa 

Maria, make a right, and bomb across Highway 
166, past the Twitchell Reservoir and all the way 
through the Cuyama River watershed. The Santa 
Barbara County Board of Supervisors gave a well-
deserved thumbs down to that plan.
 Exxon sued to overturn that decision and is 
seeking approval of the addition of safety valves 
to the pipeline—i.e., the safety shutoff measure 
that it should have had in the first place—to 
reactivate the moribund pipeline. In the words 
of Katie Davis, chair of the Sierra Club’s Santa 
Barbara-Ventura chapter:
 “The pipeline is unsafe to operate due to 
the way it is constructed and Plains’ failure to 
maintain it. For instance, it was badly corroded. 
At the criminal sentencing hearing after Plains 
was convicted for negligence, the prosecutor 
tried to prohibit Plains from restarting or even 
threatening to restart this particular pipeline. 
Exxon and Plains agreed that the pipeline is 
unsafe and impossible to fix, which is why they 
proposed trucking the oil and building a new 
pipeline instead. Now Exxon is transferring 
ownership to avoid liability, and that company 
says they want to restart the damaged pipeline 
this year. The application to add valves does not 
consider the impacts of restarting the pipeline, 
oil production from their offshore platforms, oil 
processing plants, etc.”
 And if that’s not enough for you, here’s 
just one example from the oil industry’s long 
history of creative engagement with our state 
Legislature: In 2014, legislators tried to pass 
Senate Bill 1096, which would have closed a 
loophole that allowed offshore rigs in federal 
waters to stick their straws into state waters 
off Santa Barbara. SB 1096 was killed in the 
state Assembly by oil industry lobbyists. After 
the vote, the LA Times reported, “Lawmakers 

who spoke in opposition said 
they saw no need to change 
current procedures.” Nine 
months later, the Refugio 
oil spill dumped 20,000 
gallons off Santa Barbara and 
Ventura. Three months later, 

Senate Bill 788, attempting to close the same 
loophole, died in committee.
 Whether it’s human health, environmental 
degradation, or larger and more frequent 
wildfires, all fingers point to the ongoing 
extraction of California’s notoriously dirty, 
high-carbon oil and the oil industry’s long history 
of stamping out measures designed to curb the 
damage done by its product. 
 That’s why the Sierra Club has joined with 
the good folks at the Last Chance Alliance, 
a network of environmental, health, justice, 
faith, labor, community, parent, and consumer 
organizations formed to address the ongoing 
climate, health, and environmental justice 
emergency caused by the oil and gas industry in 
California. If you can get behind that sentiment, 
feel free to commemorate Feb. 3 by going to 
fuelingtheflames.org and signing on.
 And even though that referendum has 
qualified for the ballot, it is still within the state’s 
regulatory authority to make a rule that would 
implement the setbacks buffer zone. Paging Gov. 
Gavin Newsom … . m

Andrew Christie is the director of the Santa Lucia 
Chapter of the Sierra Club. Respond with a letter to 
the editor emailed to letters@santamariasun.com.

Better planning at no cost
 County Planning and Development is tasked 
with smoothing the way for thousands of new 
homes. Especially in unincorporated towns, 
which have little say in their own affairs, the 
process could be improved.
 A single green-lighted development in a 
small town like Los Alamos could increase its 
population by 10 percent or more. That has a 
significant impact on traffic, safety, crime, scarce 
water resources, flood control, demands on 
limited landline and internet infrastructure, and 
noise and air pollution. 
 Current Planning and Development 
procedures do not make it easy for existing 
residents to be involved until irreversible decisions 
have already been made. A plan to build 59 homes 
here, which could grow to as many as twice that 
number, stands as an example. Another plan, 
now in the “pre-application” process, would add 
69 more homes, with a potential total of 138 if 
accessory dwelling units are counted. 
 Only neighbors within 300 feet of the proposed 
project are normally sent advance notification. 
Certainly, projects of this magnitude in a small 
town could impact most residents. 
 Further, Planning and Development standard 
noticing for the proposed project is done in dense, 
stilted language. Why not begin with a summary 
paragraph in plain English, with the basic facts 
and their import?
 Other adjustments to protocol would be to 
display the notice in our post office for all to see, 
and to do so at least several weeks before public 
Planning and Development decision-making 
meetings. 
 Instituting these changes, which would not 
add a single dollar to the county budget, requires 
action by our county Board of Supervisors. These 
process adjustments in transparency, candor, 
timeliness, and democracy would lead to smarter, 
better-informed development—and more positive 
attitudes toward county government.

Seth Steiner
Los Alamos



What do you think about the 2023-31 
Housing Element?
41% The state is right to crack down on local  
 jurisdictions, we need more housing!
33% The increased number is pointless, and  
 nothing will change anyway.
16% Local jurisdictions should have been  
 making more housing development  
 progress earlier on.
7% It’s a significant jump, and I don’t know  
 if we’ll meet the state’s expectations.

14 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450 
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(1-805-546-8641) or e-mail it (letters@santamariasun.com).  
All letters must include a name, address, and phone number 
for verification purposes; may be edited for space or clarity; 
and will be posted to santamariasun.com.
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Opinion

Equilibrium. Balance. Equity. 
These are the things that 2nd District Santa 
Barbara County Supervisor Laura Capps is 

very concerned about when it comes to housing. 
 “How do we achieve an equilibrium of balance 
for these impacts?” Capps asked county Planning 
and Development Director Lisa Plowman 
during her Feb. 14 presentation on the 2023-31 
Housing Element. 
 Capps isn’t so much concerned that the 
housing development in the county match the 
jobs situation—where those 
jobs are versus where new 
housing is built. Or that 
affordable housing gets 
built where it should get built 
so the county’s low-income 
residents aren’t commuting 
an inordinate amount to 
get to work. What she’s 
extremely concerned 
about is all the housing the 
state wants built in South 
County. And all the “pain” it’s 
going to cause. 
 “Some areas are inexplicably having no new 
housing,” she said. “It just feels Eastern Goleta 
Valley is absorbing out-of-proportion impacts.”
 Yeesh! That is going to be painful. Building 
housing close to jobs is the absolute worst! 
 “I hope we can make it better and balanced and 
not so concentrated and preserve agriculture,” 
Capps said.
 But only preserve ag in South County, you 
know? 
 The 5,600-plus housing units the county 
needs built in the unincorporated areas is going 
to be concentrated no matter where it gets built. 
The fact of the matter is that housing needs to 
be concentrated to be affordable—not spread 
out on 5-acre ranchettes—and Santa Barbara 
County has done a terrible job of keeping up with 
development that matches its population. 
 As Plowman explained, historically, the county 
hasn’t identified areas for housing development 
in South County during past housing element 
cycles (Shocker!)—so the equilibrium the county 
needs to achieve is righting the wrongs of past 
policymaking snafus. The main snafu being that 
North County absorbed housing development 
impacts. And the areas that absorbed the past 
“pain” of development now hold residents who 
have to drive to South County for work. 
 Doesn’t sound very equitable to me. So let’s 
even that up. Even Steven, baby.
 And then South County and North County 
residents can meet in the middle if they need to, 
say, someplace like Buellton? 
 That city recently debated the importance of a 
$25,000 meeting room partition in what could be 
Buellton’s future library—a $1.4 million project 
that would retrofit a historic house into a public 
space. 
 “That meeting room will be key, I think, to 
making this a great building,” Friends of the 
Buellton Library president Judith Dale told 
City Council members on Feb. 9. 
 This accordion door (which is what I’m 
envisioning) could really put Buellton on the map, 
according to Dale. 
 “Let’s make Buellton the place to meet,” she 
exclaimed. 
 But the meeting room divider seems like 
the least of the City Council’s concerns when it 
comes to the cost of the project. As Mayor David 
King pointed out: “We’re trying to hodgepodge 
a library into a house that was not designed for a 
library.” 
 So the council opted to look at what it would 
cost to build a new library building. Perhaps Dale 
could advocate for several meeting room dividers. 
Now that would really be the “key” to making 
Buellton “a place to meet.” m

The Canary’s next meeting is at Pea Soup Andersen’s. 
Send keys to canary@santamariasun.com.

Even Steven
Opinion

 What’s Your
 Take?

Enter your choice online  
at: SantaMariaSun.com

We know you’ve  
got an opinion. 

Everybody’s got one!

This week’s online poll 2/16–2/23
How did the Santa Barbara County storm 
disaster recovery centers help you?  
m  I filled out a FEMA relief application with 

a rep guiding me through the process. 

m  FEMA helped me file an appeal to the 
decision made on my application.

m  I received a Small Business 
Administration low-interest loan. 

m  I didn’t go to the disaster recovery 
centers.

Senior Dial-A-Ride
HELP WANTED $500 BONUS!

DRIVERS PART-TIME TO FULL TIME WITH GREAT PAY & BENEFITS
Established, growing company with local 
routes. Class B Passenger & Air Brake 
Endorsements desired. Paid commercial 
license training provided. Good driving 
record & current DMV-(H6) required. 
$300 Signing Bonus paid after 90 Day 
Intro Period. A GREAT career opportunity!

SMOOTH, Inc. 240 East Roemer Way, Santa Maria · 805-922-8476

An Equal Opportunity (EEO) Employer
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ARTS
SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

THE RIVER BRIDE BY MARISELA 
TREVIÑO ORTA Marisela Treviño Orta 
describes her lyrical play as a “grim latino 
fairy tale” swimming with mystery, family, 
true-love, and unexpected visitors. Feb. 
16-March 5 $49. 805-922-8313. pcpa.org/
events/the-river-bride. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College, 
Santa Maria.
BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING 
DANCE CLASSES Social ballroom, 
Latin, and swing lessons for all ages on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Beginner 
and advance classes. Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. $45-$55. 805-928-
7799. Kleindancesarts.com. KleinDance 
Arts, 3558 Skyway Drive, suite A,  
Santa Maria.
BILINGUAL STORY TIME: HORA DE 
CUENTOS Features songs, activities, and 
stories in English and Spanish. Feb. 20 
Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org.  
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
DANCE CLASSES: EVERYBODY CAN 
DANCE Classes available for all skill 
levels. Class sizes limited. ongoing 
Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753, 
everybodycandance.webs.com/.
LEARN CALIFORNIA’S OFFICIAL DANCE: 
WEST COAST SWING Learn west coast 
swing in a casual, friendly environment, 
taught by Texas state swing champion, 
Gina Sigman. No partner needed. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:15 p.m. Beginning class 
is free; $10 for advanced. 805-344-1630. 
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 S. 
Bradley Rd., #118, Orcutt.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO ACADEMY 
Learn to play piano, drums, guitar, base, 
ukulele, or violin, or take vocal lessons. 
ongoing 805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com/
Lessons/lessons.html. Coelho Academy of 
Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.
NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Each month, 
the library will feature a new chapter 
book. Copies of the book will be provided 
on a first come, first served basis. The 
book for February is One Crazy Summer by 
Rita Williams-Garcia. For ages 8-12. Feb. 
22 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
ORCUTT CHILDREN’S ARTS 
FOUNDATION GALA OCAF’s annual 
gala features a live and silent auction, 
entertainment by Unfinished With The 
Beatles, and comedian Steve Mittleman 
who will serve as MOC and auctioneer. 
Feb. 25, 5 p.m. my805tix.com. Radisson 
Hotel, 3455 Airpark Dr., Santa Maria.
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Designed to 
help kids ages 3 to 6 build literacy skills 
and school readiness, all while having a 
great time. Feb. 20 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
TEEN ANIME CLUB: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Teens who are 
interested in anime or manga are 
encouraged to come to Anime Club. Hang 
out with other fans, eat Japanese snacks, 
and do fun activities. New members are 
always welcome. Feb. 17 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,  
Santa Maria.
UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50 
years and up, at no charge. Participants 
will learn to play chords, melodies, and 

familiar songs. Five baritone ukuleles 
are available to borrow, or class 
members may bring one of their own. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. anc.apm.activecommunities.com/
santamaria/activity/search?activity_
keyword=ukulele. Elwin Mussell Senior 
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.
VALENTINE DOLLS, CARDS, AND 
MEMORABILIA An ongoing exhibit from 
the Santa Maria Doll Club for month of 
February. This showcase is one of many 
the club has provided for the community 
for more than 10 years. The club was 
recently awarded the National UFDC 
Award of Excellence for Display of Dolls. 
Mondays-Sundays. through March 1 Free. 
805-733-1261. ufdc.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
WINE AND DESIGN CLASSES Check 
Wine and Design’s Orcutt website for the 
complete list of classes, for various ages. 
ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/
orcutt. Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt 
Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

SANTA YNEZ VALLE Y

DUNES: VISIONS OF SAND, LIGHT, AND 
SHADOW Traverse the sand dunes with 
Central Coast photographer Bob Canepa 
in the Wildling Museum’s new Valley Oak 
Gallery exhibition. Receptions: Sept. 11 
and Oct. 9. Through March 23, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, 
wildlingmuseum.org.
LEARN CALIFORNIA’S OFFICIAL DANCE: 
WEST COAST SWING Learn to dance 
west coast swing in a casual, friendly 
environment. No partner needed. Taught 
by Gina Sigman. Thursdays, 6:30-8:15 p.m. 
Beginning class is free; $10 for advanced. 
805-344-1630. High Roller Tiki Lounge, 433 
Alisal Road, Solvang.

SEEING OURSELVES IN COLOR The 
exhibition, Seeing Ourselves in Colour, 
showcases Annie Hoffman’s innate ability 
to capture the feelings and emotions of 
those she paints and brings a whimsy 
and light to her work. Mondays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. through Feb. 28 Free. 805-
688-7517. gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los 
Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.
WILDLIFE ON THE EDGE: HILARY BAKER 
New and recent acrylic paintings from 
Baker’s Predators series alongside a new 
series of animal portraits on birch wood. 
From a group of common pigeons to an 
elusive cougar, Baker’s subjects make 
themselves at home in urban locales. 
Through March 6 Wildling Museum of Art 
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

MINDSCAPE: AN EVENING OF TRANCE, 
PSYTRANCE, AND GOA TRANCE 
Presented by Anomaly House. All ages 
welcome. Groove to some hypnotic beats. 
Feb. 22, 7 p.m. Free. my805tix.com. Flower 
City Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT BY SUSANNE 
SCHENCK “The Quest for Hidden Gems in 
California” at Cypress Gallery by Susanne 
Schenck. Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. through Feb. 26 Free. 805-737-1129. 
Cypress Gallery, 119 E Cypress Ave., 
Lompoc, lompocart.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BE PART OF ART There will be a different 
art activity each month. Bring the whole 
family to see the beauty in creating 
together and how easy it can be to bring 
art into your home. Last Saturday of every 
month, 1:30-3 p.m. Free. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

MIXED MEDIA (ADULTS) Each week, 
attendees will combine two or more 
media in several pieces, while working 
with watercolor, acrylic, ink, pastels, 
charcoal as well as various printmaking 
techniques in the course of a month. 
Enjoy discovering new ways to work with 
traditional and nontraditional materials. 
Mondays, 1-3 p.m. $35. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-6 AND 
7-12 For ages 5-6 (Mondays) and 7-12 
(Tuesdays). Mondays, Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 
p.m. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. 
suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-7 Each week 
students will have the opportunity to 
explore and combine various mediums 
like pastels with tempera, watercolors 
and collage, or clay and wood and so 
much more. Mondays, 3:30-4:45 p.m. $25. 
805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP (AGES 
7-12) Come explore mixed media with an 
emphasis on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Design. Each week, students 
will have the opportunity to use various 
media. Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45 p.m. $25. 
805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.
OPEN STUDIO (AGES 7-12) Guests can 
explore a variety of media and techniques 
while focusing on their own subject 
matter. Whether they come with a project 
in mind, or find their way as they play, this 
class offers a chance for independent 
learning in a supportive environment. 
Thursdays, 3:45-4:45 p.m. $25. 805-668-
2125. lila.community/all-workshops/open-
studio. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East 
Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
OPEN STUDIO FOR ADULTS Guests can 
come in and decide what materials they 
would like to work with and create freely. 
Share your creative process with others 
and see how your work will flourish. 
Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. and Wednesdays, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $40. 805-668-2125. Lila.

community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
PLAY, EXPLORE, CREATE (AGES 5-7) 
Young artists will play at various stations, 
exploring games, and mixed media. 
There will be a new activity each week. 
Wonderful opportunities for drawing, 
painting, and sculpture. Tuesdays, 9-10 
a.m. $25. 805-668-2125. lila.community. 
LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand 
Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
PLAY, EXPLORE, CREATE 1 (AGES 3 
AND 4) Enjoy the opportunity to explore 
drawing, painting, collage, sculpture, 
and mixed media. Each week a new 
adventure awaits. Thursdays, 2-3 p.m. and 
Fridays, 9-10 a.m. $25. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ACTOR’S EDGE: ACTING CLASSES 
Actor’s Edge offers film and television 
acting training in San Luis Obispo, plus 
exposure to Los Angeles talent agents. 
All ages and skill levels welcome. Classes 
available in SLO, LA, and on zoom. ongoing 
$210 per month. actorsedge.com. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.
ALL LEVELS POTTERY CLASSES A 
pottery studio in SLO that offers a variety of 
classes. This specific class is open to any 
level. Teachers are present for questions, 
but the class feels more like an open studio 
time for potters. Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. $40. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo, anamcre.com.
ART EXHIBIT: NEEDLING Featuring the 
Cutting Edge Fiber Art Group. Reception 
on March 4. Through April 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
gallery/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
ART EXPLORATION FOR KIDS For ages 
5-11. Students learn about drawing and 
acrylic painting. In each class, students 
will recreate a famous piece of art from 
history. Every other Sunday, 2-3 p.m. 
through Feb. 26 $100 for four classes; $30 
for one class. 559-250-3081. Art Central, 
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 
artcentralslo.wordpress.com.

JOY TO THE WORLD
As part of Gallery Los Olivos’ current 
solo exhibition, Seeing Ourselves in 
Color, oil paintings by Santa Barbara-
based artist Annie Hoffman are on 
display at the venue through Tuesday, 
Feb. 28. Hoffman’s pieces in the 
showcase include Pure Joy (pictured), 
Dance Poetry, and other works. Call 
(805) 688-7517 or visit gallerylosolivos.
com for more details. Gallery Los 
Olivos is located at 2920 Grand Ave., 
Los Olivos.

—Caleb Wiseblood

FILE COURTESY IMAGE BY ANNIE HOFFMAN

ARTS continued page 14

New Times and the Sun now share their community listings for a complete Central Coast calendar running 
from SLO County through northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online by logging in with your 
Google, Facebook, or Twitter account at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@newtimesslo.com. 
Deadline is one week before the issue date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing and approval. 
Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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10-DAY CALENDAR: FEBRUARY 16 - FEBRUARY 26, 2023Hot Stuff
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14th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Stop in to any location, grab your  

passport and join the celebration for  
a chance to WIN $1000 GIFT CARD 

PISMO BEACH
890 Price Street

SAN LUIS OBISPO
874 Monterey Street

PASO ROBLES
1236 Park Street

 

LOS OLIVOS
2920 Grand Avenue

ORCUTT
3388 Orcutt Road

FOLLOW US  wildflowerwomenboutique.com

TIMELESS CLASSICS FOR THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

“THE CENTRAL COAST’S PREMIER LADIES’ BOUTIQUE”

805-937-5340805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COMWWW.ORCUTT76.COM

   PASS OR DON’T PAY      PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’95 & Older $99.00 / ’96-’99 $89.00. 
Vans & Motorhomes $99.00 Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 2/28/23

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

Old & New VehiclesOld & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME      DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

OIL CHANGESOIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS      ASK FOR DETAILS   

SMOG CHECKSSMOG CHECKS

$4900
Regular Price $59.00

    Appointments 
    805-937-5340
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ARTIST RIKI SCHUMACHER AT ART 
CENTRAL GALLERY Schumacher’s work 
is pensive and introspective, inspiring 
one to take a solitary walk on a cloudy 
day. Wander in to reflect on her “delicious, 
wistful landscapes.” Mondays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sundays, 12-4 p.m. Free. 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/gallery-
artists/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL 
Bringing “the World’s Best Mountain Film 
Festival” to San Luis Obispo. Features two 
movie screening nights. Feb. 24, 7-10 p.m. 
and Feb. 25, 7-10 p.m. $25-$45. 509-951-
6793. livetoplay.com. The Fremont Theater, 
1035 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
CERAMIC LESSONS AND MORE Now 
offering private one-on-one and group 
lessons in the ceramic arts. Both hand 
building and wheel throwing options. 
Beginners welcomed. ongoing 805-835-
5893. hmcruceceramics.com/. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
COMEDY HOUSE Comedy House features 
live comedy from improvisers and stand-
up comedians followed by a house music 
after party. These popular events fill up 
and sell out fast. Feb. 25, 7-9 p.m. $20. 
centralcoastcomedytheater.com. The 
Siren at El Chorro, 2990 Dairy Creek Rd., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-541-1149.
COMEDY NIGHT Professional comedy 
show featuring local and touring comics. 
Hosted by Aidan Candelario. Third 
Thursday of every month, 7-9 p.m. $5. 805-
540-8300. Bang the Drum Brewery, 1150 
Laurel Lane, suite 130, San Luis Obispo, 
bangthedrumbrewery.com.
CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS Beginning with 
monoprints and photography from the 
1980s, this exhibition follows the lineage 
of Nixson Borah’s practice towards his 
recent digital composites. Through April 3, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.
org/exhibits/current/. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
DATE NIGHT POTTERY Looking for a fun 
date night? Head to Anam Cre Pottery 
Studio and play with clay. Couples will 
learn how to throw a pot on the wheel and 
make a cheeseboard. Fridays, Saturdays, 
6-8 p.m. $140. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 
1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 
anamcre.com.
FREE DOCENT TOURS Gain a deeper 
understanding of the artwork on 
view with SLOMA’s new docent tours. 
Every Saturday, join trained guides for 
interactive and engaging tours of SLOMA’s 
current exhibitions. ongoing, 11-11:30 a.m. 
Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/visit/
tours/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
HOME/WORK Features the work of 
14 contemporary artists whose work 
questions our collective experiences 
of home: Brandy Eve Allen, Zalika Azim, 
Kate Barbee, Phoebe Boswell, Andrea 
Bowers, Allana Clarke, Geoffrey Chadsey, 
Judy Chicago, Mary Kelly, Emmett Moore, 
Sophia Narrett, Woody de Othello, Greg 
Scott, and Chiffon Thomas. Through March 
5, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. 
sloma.org/exhibition/home-work/. San 
Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., 
San Luis Obispo.
IMPROV FOR ACTORS: DRAMATIC 
IMPROV WORKSHOP This class is for 
improvisers and actors of different skill 
levels and will focus on the more dramatic 
side of improv. This is a great fit for actors 
looking to improve their acting choices, 
stage presence, and improvised reactions. 
Feb. 18, 1-4 p.m. $65. 805-712-1046. 
eventbrite.com. Central Coast Comedy 
Theater Training Center, 2078 Parker 
Street, Suite 200, San Luis Obispo.
INTERMEDIATE OIL PAINTING: ADULT 
ART CLASS This class is for students who 
may have tried oil painting in the past but 
are looking to advance their skill levels. 
Color theory and proportion study will be 
a focus in the class. Mondays, 2-5 p.m. 
$30 per student or $75 for 3 classes. 805-
747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-
events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.

INTRO TO OIL PAINTING WITH SPENCER 
COLLINS The perfect class for those 
wanting to try oil painting for the first time. 
Discuss color theory, layering paint, and 
how to use various media. Each student 
will create a dynamic landscape using a 
reference image provided by the teacher. 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. through 
March 30 $35 per class. 559-250-3081. 
The perfect class for those wanting to 
try oil painting for the first time. Guests 
discuss color theory, layering paint, and 
how to use various media. For ages 16 
and over. Thursdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. $30 per 
class or $100 for 4 classes. 805-747-4200. 
artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
KIDS POTTERY CLASSES Enjoy making 
animal sculptures, bowls, plates, etc. 
Please arrive on time, not early, as venue 
uses the transition time between classes 
to sanitize. Designed to sign up on a 
weekly basis. Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
$40. anamcre.com. Anam Cre Pottery 
Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
LEARN TO WEAVE MONDAYS An 
opportunity to learn how a four-shaft loom 
works. You will get acquainted as a new 
weaver or as a refresher with lots of tips 
and tricks. This class includes getting 
to know a loom, how to prepare/dress a 
loom, and much much more. Mondays, 
1-4 p.m. $75 monthly. 805-441-8257. 
Patricia Martin: Whispering Vista Studios, 
224 Squire Canyon Rd, San Luis Obispo, 
patriciamartinartist.com.
THE MONDAY CLUBHOUSE 
CONSERVANCY: 62ND FINE ARTS 
AWARDS Enjoy an afternoon of music 
and visual art at the historic Monday Club. 
Family-friendly entertainment includes 
performances by talented high school 
students in jazz and classical music, and 
visual arts. Features light refreshments. 
Feb. 26, 1:30-4 p.m. Free at the door.  
805-441-8572. themondayclubslo.org.  
The Monday Club, 1815 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
NATURE NIGHTS An immersive exhibition 
for the entire family featuring Bryn 
Forbes’ large format projections, Michael 
Reddell’s wire sculpture, and Kody 
Cava’s colorfully creative illumination of 
the garden areas. Food, wine, and beer 
available for purchase. Fridays, Saturdays, 
6-8 p.m. through March 18 $14.75-$24.75. 
805-541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo 
Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., 
San Luis Obispo.
OPEN MIC COMEDY Sign-ups at 6:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Aidan Candelario. Mondays, 
7-9 p.m. Free. 805-540-8300. saintsbarrel.
com/event-calendar. Saints Barrel Wine 
Bar, 1021 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.
PAINT AND PINTS Join Art Social 805 at 
Barrelhouse in SLO, where you will have 
the opportunity to paint the featured 
image while enjoying your favorite brew. 
Feb. 26, 2-4 p.m. $50. 805-439-4600. 
Barrelhouse Brewing Co. Speakeasy, 
1033 Chorro St., San Luis Obispo, 
barrelhousebrewing.com.
PARENT-CHILD POTTERY CLASS Make 
lasting memories with clay together as 
a family. For ages 6 and over. Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m.-noon $70. Anam Cre Pottery 
Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 
anamcre.com.
PLEIN AIR PAINTERS OF THE CENTRAL 
COAST A self-directed fun group of 
dynamic artists who enjoy painting and 
sketching outdoors. Artists meet on 
site at various locations. Weekly plein 
air destinations are provided by Kirsti 
Wothe via email (mrswothe@yahoo.com). 
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-noon SLO County, 
Various locations, San Luis Obispo.
POTTERY: BEGINNING WHEEL CLASS 
This series is a great intro to the pottery 
wheel. Students learn to throw various 
shapes, surface decorate, and glaze. 
Clay and firing included with admission. 
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $180. 
anamcre.com. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 
1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
RING OF FIRE: THE MUSIC OF JOHNNY 
CASH From the songbook of Johnny 
Cash comes this unique, original musical 
about love and faith, struggle and 
success, rowdiness and redemption, and 
the healing power of home and family. 

Through March 12 slorep.org. San Luis 
Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440.
ROCK SCISSORS PAPER, SLUG FROG 
SNAKE: ARTWORK BY JOOLEE KANG 
Pen and ink drawings, paper sculptures, 
and digital animations by Korean artist 
JooLee Kang focus on the complicated 
interactions between humans and nature, 
and the symbiotic relationship between  
the two. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
through March 10 Free. 805-546-3201. 
cuesta.edu. Harold J. Miossi  
Gallery, Highway 1,  
San Luis Obispo.
SCULPTURE CLASS WITH ROD PEREZ 
This weekly sculpture drop-in class gives 
an opportunity for potters to take on 
new projects and learn new techniques 
relating to sculptural work. Additionally, 
every first Friday of the month, a new 
project will be taught by Rod Perez for 
beginners. Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon $40. 
anamcre.com. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 
1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
SENIOR CLAY CLASS Offered to the 
senior community as an outlet to explore 
the beauty of clay. For ages 60 and over. 
Caretakers welcome for an additional $20. 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon $40. anamcre.com. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.
SLO COMEDY FESTIVAL The festival will 
host 20 different shows across 10 different 
venues in SLO. Visit website for more info. 
Feb. 23-26 slocomedyfestival.com. San 
Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.
SLO COMEDY UNDERGROUND OPEN 
MIC NIGHT Enjoy a night of laughs 
provided by the local SLO Comedy 
Community. It ’s open mic night, so 
anyone can perform and “you never 
know what you’ll see.” Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 
Free. Libertine Brewing Company, 1234 
Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 805-548-2337, 
libertinebrewing.com.
TINY POTTERS: WISE ONES AND WEE 
ONES PAINT For ages 4 to 6. Kids have the 
option to paint animals and other subjects. 
Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. $30. anamcre.
com/booking. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 
1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
VIRGINIA MACK: BEGINNING 
WATERCOLOR This is a watercolor 
class designed to let you jump in and 
try out this engaging medium through 
experimentation. It’s designed for 
beginners and those with watercolor 
experience who wish to expand their 
knowledge of painting in watercolors. 
To enroll please contact Mack via email: 
vbmack@charter.net Wednesdays, 1:30-
3:30 p.m. $35. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.
com/workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329 
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA 
MARIA/ORCUTT Community Partners 
in Caring is seeking volunteers to help 
support dependent older adults and 
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. 
Santa Maria, Citywide, Santa Maria.
BILINGUAL STORY TIME: HORA DE 
CUENTOS Enjoy songs, activities, and 
stories in English and Spanish. Story 
time is designed to build literacy skills 
and school readiness, all while having a 
great time. Feb. 20 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BOUNCING BABY STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Explore pre-
literacy skills through music, movement, 
and visual stimulation and promote a 
healthy bond between baby and caregiver. 
Learn, connect, and grow with other 
babies and their caregivers. For ages 0-12 
months. Feb. 22 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BOUNCING BABY STORYTIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Explore pre-
literacy skills through music, movement, 
and visual stimulation and promote a 

healthy bond between baby and caregiver. 
Learn, connect, and grow with other 
babies and their caregivers. For ages 
0-12 months. Wednesdays. through Feb. 
22 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
8:30-9:30 a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
GROUP WALKS AND HIKES Check 
website for the remainder of this 
year’s group hike dates and private 
hike offerings. ongoing 805-343-2455. 
dunescenter.org. Guadalupe-Nipomo 
Dunes Center, 1065 Guadalupe St., 
Guadalupe.
HOMEWORK HELP: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Volunteer tutors are 
available to help with assignments and 
work on skills. For children in grades K-6. 
First come, first served; no sign-ups are 
required. No events scheduled between 
April 10 and 13. Mondays-Thursdays. 
through May 25 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
PAWS TO READ: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Reading aloud to dogs is 
a wonderful way for children to gain 
confidence. These dogs love books and 
are excellent listeners. For ages 6-12. 
Contact Youth services to register for a 
15-minute time slot. Feb. 21 Free. 805-
925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Story time 
is designed to build literacy skills and 
school readiness, all while having a 
great time. This fun story time will have 
songs, fingerplays, and stories. For ages 
3 to 6. Mondays. through Feb. 20 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
PRESCHOOL YOGA STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Come for a 
morning of yoga, stories, and breathing 
exercises. Children are introduced to 
mindfulness and learn exercises to help 
regulate emotions. Space and supplies are 

limited. Yoga mats provided, or bring one 
from home. For ages 3-5. Feb. 24 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY: IF/
THEN GENDER EQUITY FAMILY STEAM 
PACKS Packs feature a fun project and 
highlights a female leader in their STEAM 
field. This project was supported in 
whole or in part by the If/Then Initiative, 
a national effort sponsored by Lyda Hill 
Philanthropies. Feb. 18 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,  
Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM TOURS The 
collection includes late 1800’s-early 1900’s 
Engine used by the Betteravia Union 
Sugar Company, a 1930’s Sacramento 
Northern box car, and more. Fourth 
Saturday of every month, 12-4 p.m. 
smvrhm.com. Santa Maria Transit Center, 
Miller and Boone Streets, Santa Maria.
SMVGS MEETING Visitors welcome. 
Contact smvgs.org for program and 
location info. Third Thursday of every 
month, 2:15-4 p.m. smvgs.org. Santa Maria 
Valley Genealogical Society, 908 Sierra 
Madre, Santa Maria.
TEEN CANDLE MAKING: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Teens, learn to make 
a custom candle. Participants will learn 
the basics of candle making and can 
make one to take home. Feb. 24 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
TODDLER TIME: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY High-energy learning 
experience for toddlers and caregivers. 
Grow through stories, movement, and 
music. Tuesdays, Thursdays. through Feb. 
23 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM 
Visit site or call to learn about various 
virtual workshop offerings. ongoing 
Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, 
suite B, Santa Maria, 805-748-2539, 
unwindsantamaria.com.

YOUTH CODING AND CULTURE: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Learn how 
to code and make a difference through 
coding, STEM careers, and more. Ages 
9-14. Registration required. Thursdays. 
through Feb. 23 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE: BUILD 
DAY Volunteers ages 12 and older needed 
to build 50 beds for local children. No 
experience necessary. New twin sized 
bedding can be dropped off during the 
Build, along with bed-in-a-bag, sheet 
sets, comforters, pillows, and mattress 
protectors. Register online. Lunch 
provided by Coastal Doggz. Feb. 25, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. 805-423-1180. shpbeds.org. 
Lompoc Foursquare Church, 125 North C 
St. Lompoc, Lompoc.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BEGINNER GROUP SURF LESSONS 
AND SURF CAMPS Lessons and camp 
packages available daily. All equipment 
included. ongoing Starts at $70. 805-835-
7873. sandbarsurf.com/. Sandbar Surf 
School Meetup Spot, 110 Park Ave.,  
Pismo Beach.
DANA PRESENTS JIM BECKWOURTH AN 
AMERICAN LEGEND Join for this month’s 
Sunday Speaker: DANA docent Helen 
Daurio-Dubois, who will be presenting 
on Jim Beckwourth, “a Legend of the 
American West.” Feb. 19, 1 p.m. $3-$8; 
Free for DANA Members. 805-929-5679. 
danaadobe.org. DANA Adobe Cultural 
Center, 671 S. Oakglen Ave., Nipomo.
FREE YOGA FOR FIRST RESPONDERS, 
EMS, AND COMMUNITY CARETAKERS 
Join for some well-deserved self-care. 
Anyone including fire, EMS, police, hospital 
workers, medical staff, assisted living 
caretakers, etc. is welcome. All yoga 
abilities are encouraged to attend. Please 
email empoweryoga805@gmail.com in 
advance to enroll. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
805-619-0989. Empower Yoga Studio and 
Community Boutique, 775 W. Grand Ave., 
Grover Beach, empoweryoga805.com.
PILATES AND SHUTTLE TO THE 
LIGHTHOUSE Shuttle and enjoy the world 
class views on your way to the Point San 
Luis Lighthouse for a one of a kind Pilates 
session led by Vanessa Dominguez of 
Tabula Rasa Pilates. Check website link 
for dates and times. Through Feb. 18 
my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE TOURS 
Tours will give you a glimpse into the lives 
of Lighthouse Keepers and their families, 
while helping keep our jewel of the Central 
Coast preserved and protected. Check 
website for more details. Wednesdays, 
Saturdays pointsanluislighthouse.org/. 
Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse 
Rd., Avila Beach.
WEEKLY WATER SAFETY LESSONS 
Facility advertised as open and safe. Give 
the office a call to register over the phone. 
Mondays-Fridays $160-$190. 805-481-
6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, 
Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ASHES TO GO @ THE ABUNDANCE 
SHOP On Ash Wednesday, drive-by ashes 
and prayers will be available outside the 
Abundance Shop on 9th Street. You can 
receive imposition of ashes (the sign of 
the cross on your forehead) from Pastor 
Caro Hall. Feb. 22, 7:30-11 a.m. Free. 805-
528-0654. stbenslososos.org. Abundance 
Shop, 2025 9th Street, Los Osos.
BDSM 101 This monthly class from the 
Central Coast Kink Community provides 
a basic overview of kink, consent, rules, 
and information to help practitioners be 
successful and safe. Attendees must be 
18+ years of age. Virtually meets via Zoom. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 6-8 p.m. No 
admission. galacc.org/events/. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
BEYOND MINDFULNESS Realize 
your potential through individualized 
meditation instruction with an 
experienced teacher via Zoom. This class 

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 16

ARTS from page 12

Hot Stuff FEBRUARY 16 - FEBRUARY 26, 2023

TRIOS AND TRINITIES
Korean artist JooLee Kang’s solo exhibit—Rock Scissors Paper, 
Slug Frog Snake—debuted at the Harold J. Miossi Gallery in 
San Luis Obispo in early February and will remain on display 
through Friday, March 10. The show features a collection 
of Kang’s pen and ink drawings and other media. Visit the 
Harold J. Miossi Gallery’s tab on cuesta.edu for more info. The 
gallery is located at Cuesta College.

—C.W.

FILE COURTESY IMAGE BY JOOLEE KANG
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Welcome to Freedom

Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events at any time without notice. Must be 21 or older.  
Gambling problem? Call 1.800.GAMBLER.

ALWAYS AMAZING.
NEVER ROUTINE.

THE FAB FOUR
FEBRUARY 25 | SATURDAY | 8PM

BONNIE RAITT
MARCH 11 | SATURDAY | 8PM

GEORGE CLINTON
MARCH 4 | SATURDAY | 8PM

ICONIC
MARCH 18 | SATURDAY | 8PM

Great Snacks · Cold Beer · Hwy 1 Oceano · 805-489-2499 · americanmelodrama.com 

FREE 
SMALL POPCORN!

Expires 3/25. Limit one per order

ON SALE 
NOW

FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 25
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is for those who wish to begin a practice 
or seek to deepen an existing one. Flexible 
days and times. Certified with IMTA. Email 
or text for information. Mondays-Sundays, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Sliding scale. 559-905-
9274. theartofsilence.net. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
BIRDS AND BOTANY MONTHLY WALK 
AT SLO BOTANICAL GARDEN The Garden 
is excited to present a monthly bird walk 
series on the fourth Thursday of every 
month which explores the intersection 
of birds and botany. Fourth Thursday of 
every month, 8-11 a.m. $10 for Garden 
Members; $40 for general public. 805-
541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo 
Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., 
San Luis Obispo.
CAL HOPE SLO GROUPS AT TMHA Visit 
website for full list of weekly Zoom groups 
available. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays calhopeconnect.org. Transitions 
Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.
ELECTRIFY YOUR LIFE: TOP WAYS 
TO DITCH FOSSIL FUELS Join the 
Community Environmental Council’s 
webinar to learn how one family kicked 
their daily fossil fuel habit, and how you 
and your family can too. Feb. 16, 12-1:15 
p.m. Free. cecsb.org/. Online, See website, 
San Luis Obispo.
THE GRIEF RECOVERY METHOD (ZOOM) 
Part of the Cuesta College Community 
Educational Series. Call or go online for 
more details. Tuesdays, 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
through March 21 $150 includes book. 
714-273-9014. griefrecoverymethod.com. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.
GYM JAM CLINIC Enjoy two hours of 
progressive gymnastics skill training on 
bars, beam, floor, vault, and trampoline, 
plus obstacle courses, and more. All levels 
welcome, no experience necessary. For 
ages 5-17. Feb. 18, 1:15-3:15 p.m. $25 for 
first child; $10 per additional sibling. 805-
547-1496. performanceathleticsslo.com. 
Performance Athletics Gymnastics, 4484 
Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
HEALING DEPRESSION SUPPORT 
GROUP A safe place for anyone suffering 
from the pain of depression. We do not 
criticize but do share our journey, feelings, 
and what works for us. We can meet in 
person or use Zoom if needed. Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Free. 805-528-3194. Hope House 
Wellness Center, 1306 Nipomo St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
JR. ROLLER DERBY: MEET THE SKATERS 
Meet the skaters of SLOCO Junior Roller 
Derby, open to ages 4-17. This event is 
open to the entire community. There will 
be roller derby demonstrations, open 
skate with skate rentals available, bake 
sale, games, and more. Feb. 18, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. $10 suggested donation. Santa Rosa 
Park, Santa Rosa St., San Luis Obispo.
MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION 
(ONLINE MEETING) Zoom series hosted 
by TMHA. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-noon 
Transitions Mental Health Warehouse,  
784 High Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-
270-3346.

PUPPY SOCIAL HOUR Puppies (10 weeks 
to 5 months old) will learn appropriate 
play style with other pups, acceptable 
manners with people, tolerance for gentle 
restraints, confidence with the approach 
of friendly strangers, and more. Saturdays, 
9 a.m. and Wednesdays, 10 a.m. $25. 
805-543-9316. woodshumanesociety.org/
training/. Woods Humane Society, 875 
Oklahoma Ave., San Luis Obispo.
SLO NOONTIME TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
MEETINGS Want to improve speaking 
and leadership skills in a supportive and 
positive environment? During COVID, we 
are meeting virtually. Contact us to get a 
meeting link for info. Tuesdays, 12-1 p.m. 
Free. slonoontime.toastmastersclubs.org. 
Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.
SLO RAM RETIRED ACTIVE MEN COFFEE 
CABINET Weekly Coffee Cabinet meeting 
of the SLO RAM Active Retired Men, a 
local men’s social club. Click ‘Contact’ on 
website for invite. Thursdays, 8-9:30 a.m. 
$10. retiredactivemen.org. Madonna Inn 
Garden Room, 100 Madonna Road, San 
Luis Obispo.
SLO RETIRED ACTIVE MEN MONTHLY 
LUNCHEON San Luis Obispo Retired Active 
Men (SLO RAM) is a group of retirees that 
get together just for fun, fellowship, and 
to enjoy programs which enhance the 
enjoyment, dignity, and independence of 
retirement. Third Tuesday of every month, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. $28. retiredactivemen.org/. 
Madonna Inn Garden Room, 100 Madonna 
Road, San Luis Obispo.
SNEAK PEEK Interested in what goes 
on at SLOCA? SLOCA welcomes curious 
prospective parents and their pre-8th 
students to meet teachers and staff. Feb. 
16, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free. 805-548-8700. 
sloclassical.org. SLO Classical Academy, 
165 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.
STAY YOUNG WITH QI GONG Qi Gong 
boosts energy and vitality, reduces stress, 
improves balance and flexibility, and, best 
of all, is fun. Join instructor Devin Wallace 
for this outdoor class which is held in 
a beautiful setting. Call or email before 
attending. Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. $10. 805-
709-2227. Crows End Retreat Center, 6340 
Squire Ct., San Luis Obispo.
VERTEBRATE AND INSECT PESTS OF 
THE HOME GARDEN The Los Osos Valley 
Garden Club hosts guest speaker Kim 
Wilson, Master Gardener. Kim will explain 
the basics of identifying vertebrate pests 
and how to control them safely, as well as 
the most common insect pests and how 
to control them safely. Zoom event. Feb. 
16, 6:45-7:45 p.m. Free. lovgardenclub.org. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & 
DRINK

SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS AT COSTA DE 
ORO Featured vendors in the series 
include Cali Coast Tacos, Cubanissimo, 
Danny’s Pizza Co., Chef Ricks, and more. 
Call venue for monthly schedules. Fridays 

805-922-1468. costadeorowines.com. 
Costa De Oro Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson 
Ave., Santa Maria.
FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS AT WINE STONE 
INN Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 
255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532, 
winestoneinn.com/.
PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call 
or go online to make a reservation to 
taste at the winery or find more info on 
the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing 
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile 
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 
805-937-8110.
TACO TUESDAY Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wine 
Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-
332-3532, winestoneinn.com/.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

HEAD GAMES TRIVIA AND TACO 
TUESDAYS CLASH Don’t miss Head 
Games Trivia at COLD Coast Brewing 
Company every Tuesday night. Teams 
can be up to 6 members. Earn prizes and 
bragging rights. Kekas will be serving 
their delicious local fare. Fun for all ages. 
Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-819-0723. 
coldcoastbrewing.com. COLD Coast 
Brewing Company, 118 W Ocean Ave, 
Lompoc.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

MARDI GRAS FISH FRY The St. Patrick’s 
Italian Catholic Federation (ICF) will be 
hosting a Mardi Gras Fish Fry. Enjoy fish 
and chips with coleslaw, plus desserts, 
and beer and wine available for purchase. 
Everyone welcome.Take-out option 
available. Feb. 17, 4-7 p.m. $10-$20. St. 
Patrick’s Church, 501 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo 
Grande, stpatsag.org.
NOTABLE DINNER: FAURE TRIO Music 
director and violinist Scott Yoo takes you 
behind the music of Fauré’s Piano Trio in 
the Dana Adobe Cultural Center in Nipomo. 
The evening includes a three-course 
dinner by Chef Michael Zimmerle of Knife 
+ Fork Catering, and features wines from 
Ancient Peaks winery. Feb. 25, 5:30-9:30 
p.m. Tickets start at $200. 805-781-3009. 
festivalmozaic.org/faure-dinner. DANA 
Adobe Cultural Center, 671 S. Oakglen Ave., 
Nipomo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

DOWNTOWN SLO FARMERS MARKET 
Thursdays, 6-9 p.m. Downtown SLO, 
Multiple locations, San Luis Obispo.
TREAT YO’ SELF: A DECADENT 
CHOCOLATE EXPERIENCE A chocolate 
culinary escape; a way to savor new 
flavors and let your imagination and 
palate explore. Hosted by Breda SLO at 
the Mistura Restaurant. Feb. 20, 5:30 p.m. 
my805tix.com. Mistura, 570 Higuera St., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-439-3292.

MUSIC
SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

BREAKING BOUNDARIES Presented by 
the Santa Maria Philharmonic Society. The 
orchestra and Maestro Michael Nowak 
will lead the audience through three 

groundbreaking works from innovators 
of the 19th and 20th centuries, with 
works from Beethoven, Copland, and 
others. Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m. 805-925-0412. 
smphilharmonic.org. Grace Baptist Church, 
605 E. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria.
THE HOMESTEAD: LIVE MUSIC ON THE 
PATIO Check the Homestead’s Facebook 
page for details on live music events. 
Fridays, Saturdays The Homestead, 105 
W. Clark Ave, Old Orcutt, 805-287-9891, 
thehomesteadoldorcutt.com.
MUSIC AT ROSCOE’S KITCHEN Live DJ 
and karaoke every Friday and Saturday 
night. Featured acts include Soul Fyah 
Band, DJ Nasty, DJ Jovas, and more. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Roscoe’s 
Kitchen, 229 Town Center E, Santa Maria, 
805-623-8866.

SANTA YNEZ VALLE Y

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 
2-6 p.m. Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 
W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208, 
brickbarnwineestate.com.
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY CONCERT SERIES: 
42ND SEASON The SYV Concert Series’ 
2022-23 season includes five upcoming 
concerts, between October and May. 
Through May 13 smitv.org/syv-concert-
series.html. St. Mark’s in the Valley 
Episcopal Church, 2901 Nojoqui Ave., Los 
Olivos.
TAKÁCS QUARTET LIVE The world-
renowned Takács Quartet is now entering 
its 48th season. Features Edward 
Dusinberre, Harumi Rhodes (violins), 
Richard O’Neill (viola), and András Fejér 
(cello). Feb. 19, 4 p.m. smitv.org/syv-
concert-series.html. St. Mark’s in the 
Valley Episcopal Church, 2901 Nojoqui 
Ave., Los Olivos.
WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Brick Barn 
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 
805-686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

FREEDOM HEARTSONG LIVE An 
afternoon of live rock music featuring 
Freedom Heartsong and his blues-rock 
power trio. This show will also feature 
CatOK (alternative rock), and The Band 
Carter (indie pop/rock). Food, drink, beer, 
wine, and cocktails will be available for 
purchase. Feb. 25, 4 p.m. my805tix.com. 
Flower City Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., 
Lompoc.
LA MARCHA SOUND: LIVE IN CONCERT 
All ages welcome. Food, beer, wine, and 
more available for purchase. Feb. 24, 
8 p.m. $15. my805tix.com. Flower City 
Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.
LOMPOC CONCERT ASSOCIATION: 
2022-23 SEASON Visit website for full 
list of the Lompoc Concert Association’s 
2022-23 programming. Through March 18 
lompocconcert.org. First United Methodist 
Church, 925 North F St., Lompoc.
THE ONLY OCEAN, GOODGRIEF, 
AND RADIATION INVASION: LIVE IN 
CONCERT All ages welcome. Feb. 18, 6 
p.m. my805tix.com. Flower City Ballroom, 
110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

RIVAL CULTS, CLOSER TO DEATH, AND 
NEW CLEMENTINE: LIVE IN CONCERT 
All ages welcome. Feb. 17, 8 p.m. Free 
admission. my805tix.com. Flower City 
Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.
YOUTH OPEN MIC NIGHT A fun, 
welcoming environment for first time 
performers and an opportunity for kids 
and teens to showcase their talent. Prizes 
awarded every month for Outstanding 
Performer. Last Friday of every month, 6-8 
p.m. certainsparks.com/. Certain Sparks 
Music, 107 S. H St., Lompoc.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

DIRTY CELLO: HOME CONCERT Dirty 
Cello brings a high energy and unique 
spin on blues and bluegrass. Led by cellist 
Rebecca Roudman, Dirty Cello is cello 
like you’ve never heard before. Feb. 26, 
7-9 p.m. Suggested donation: $25 and up. 
Tunes On Mentone, 1901 Mentone Ave., 
Grover Beach, 805-441-5868.
|2, 3 and Search Highlight|JULIE KELLY 
QUARTET Vocalist/guitarist Julie Kelly 
is joined by a first rate jazz trio: Rich 
Severson on guitar, Dylan Johnson bass, 
and drummer Darrell Voss. Charlie Puffer 
offers a deep wine list and fresh California 
cuisine. Feb. 26, 5-8 p.m. No cover. Puffers 
of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 
puffersofpismo.com.
RETURN OF ANAM CARA QUARTET TO 
BIG VARIETY NIGHT AT BROAD STREET 
PUBLIC HOUSE The Anam Cara Quartet 
returns to Big Variety Night,hosted by Ted 
Waterhouse, at Broad Street Public House. 
Angela, David, Eru, and Taj will hit the 
scene like a rhythm machine for guests 
to dance to. Feb. 24, 6-9:30 p.m. Check 
with venue for details. 805-710-3309. 
anamcara4.godaddysites.com/. Broad 
Street Public House, 3590 Broad Street, 
San Luis Obispo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAL POLY WINTER JAZZ CONCERT 
Cal Poly’s Jazz Ensemble and Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble continue sharing the stage with 
Cuesta College ensembles at the Winter 
Jazz Concert. This year, Cuesta Vocé, led 
by John Knutson, will be featured. Feb. 
24, 7:30 p.m. $15 and $20 general; $10 for 
students and Jazz Federation members. 
805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu/
calendar. Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand 
Ave., San Luis Obispo.
CASS MCCOMBS AND BAND LIVE 
Since 2002, McCombs has released ten 
albums, an EP, and a B-sides compilation 
under his own name. McCombs’ music 
blends elements of many styles including 
American roots music, underground music, 
and country. Feb. 18, 7 p.m. $26. slobrew.
com. SLO Brew Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San 
Luis Obispo, 805-543-1843.
DJ B.TRU An evening DJ set featuring 
Mushroom Jazz and Roots Reggae and 
delicious ciders on tap. Held in the tasting 
room and patio. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. 805-
721-6878. SLO Cider, 3419 Roberto Ct., Suite 
C, San Luis Obispo.
EASTON EVERETT SOLO Enjoy some 
indie-acoustic, live music. Thursdays, 
5:30-7:30 p.m. eastoneverett.com. Big Sky 

Cafe, 1121 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, 
(805)545-5401.
ERNIE WATTS AND BILL CUNLIFFE The 
SLO County Jazz Federation is excited to 
present Grammy-winning saxophonist 
Ernie Watts in a rare duo outing with 
pianist Bill Cunliffe. Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m. 
my805tix.com. Mount Carmel Lutheran 
Church, 1701 Fredericks St., San Luis Obispo.
FORBES ORGAN SERIES: FELIX HELL 
(TO HELL AND BACH) A native of 
Germany, Felix Hell is one of the most 
respected concert organists in the world. 
He has been featured as a recitalist 
and concerto soloist in more than 1,000 
concerts throughout North America, 
Europe, Asia and Australia. Feb. 18, 7:30-9 
p.m. $32. 805-756-6556. Performing Arts 
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 
pacslo.org.
JAZZ VESPERS CONCERT Event 
returns to the historic sanctuary at First 
Presbyterian Church of SLO with Grammy-
winning pianist Bill Cunliffe in a special 
afternoon of solo piano artistry. Feb. 19, 
4-5:15 p.m. Free; donations appreciated 
with a reception to follow. 805-543-3070. 
FPCSLO.org. First Presbyterian Church  
of San Luis Obispo, 981 Marsh St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
LIVE MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. 
Enjoy live music by local favorites. Wine 
available by the flight, glass, or bottle. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 6-9 p.m. Ragtag 
Wine Co., 779 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 
805-439-0774, ragtagwineco.com.
LIVE MUSIC FROM GUITAR WIZ BILLY 
FOPPIANO AND MAD DOG Join “Guitar 
Wiz” Billy Foppiano and his trusty side kick 
Mad Dog for a mix of blues, R&B, and more. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-544-2100. Bon 
Temps Creole Cafe, 1819 Osos Street, San 
Luis Obispo, bontempscreolecafe.com.
SLO BREW LIVE AND NUMBSKULL 
PRESENTS: THE FRIGHTS The Frights 
are an American surf punk band formed 
in Poway, California, in 2012. Since 
2017, the band has consisted of Mikey 
Carnevale (lead vocals, rhythm guitar), 
Richard Dotson (bass guitar, backing 
vocals), Marc Finn (drums), and Jordan 
Clark (lead guitar, backing vocals). Feb. 
16, 7 p.m. $25. slobrew.com. SLO Brew 
Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 
805-543-1843.
STEPHEN MARLEY: OLD SOUL 
UNPLUGGED 2023 All ages welcome. 
Feb. 18, 8 p.m. The Fremont Theater, 1035 
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 805-546-
8600, fremontslo.com.
THE STONE FOXES After 2 years, the San 
Francisco rock and roll band is back on 
the road, bringing their fans a first listen to 
some of the songs from their latest album. 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m. $17. slobrew.com. SLO Brew 
Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 
805-543-1843.
SUNDAY MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. 
Enjoy live music by local favorites. Wine 
available by the flight, glass, or bottle. 
Sundays, 4-7 p.m. Ragtag Wine Co., 779 
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 805-439-
0774, ragtagwineco.com. m

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 14

Hot Stuff FEBRUARY 16 - FEBRUARY 26, 2023

The Central Coast Guide to 
All Things Food and Drink
The Fall/Winter 2022-23 issue is on 
stands now! Pick up a copy or check it 
out online at NewTimesSLO.com

Contact us for 
more info!

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

805-546-8208
advertising@NewTimesSLO.com

NO. SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

805-347-1968
advertising@SantaMariaSun.com

The Central Coast Guide to Everything Outside

Winter/Spring 2023 
issue out now!

Pick up a copy or read it online: 
NewTimesSLO.com

NEXT ISSUE Summer 2023   BOOK ADS BY June 15, 2023 

New Times (San Luis Obispo County): 805-546-8208
Sun (Northern Santa Barbara County): 805-347-1986
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com 
SELL YOUR TICKETS WITH US AND SEE YOUR EVENT HERE

POWERED BY: &

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?  
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

Scan QR code with camera to sign up for 
the weekly Ticket Wire newsletter and 
get all the latest events each Wednesday.

Nature Nights: Immersive Outdoor 
Holiday Light & Art Exhibition
FRI, SAT, SUN THRU MARCH 19

SLO Botanical Garden

Be Hoppy Tours: Sip of SLO 
Brewery/Cidery Tours

THURSDAYS & SUNDAYS THRU JUNE 29 
Begin and end at CC Brewing, SLO

Be Hoppy Tours:  
Friday Hoppy Hour Tours
 FRIDAYS THRU JUNE 30 

Begin and end at CC Brewing, SLO

By the Sea Productions:  
The Psychic

FRI, SAT, SUN, FEB. 17–MARCH 12  
545 Shasta Ave, Morro Bay

Rival Cults with guest bands  
Closer to Death & New Clementine 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Point San Luis Lighthouse Tours 
SATURDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 

Virtual Tours Available On Demand   
Avila Beach

The Only Ocean with guests 
Goodgrief and Radiation Invasion

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Yoga/Shuttle to the Lighthouse 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

SLO County Jazz:  
Ernie Watts - Bill Cunliffe Duo

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church, SLO

Michael Nowak and Friends present 
Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  
Trinity United Methodist, Los Osos

SELL TICKETS 
WITH US!

It’s free! Contact us for more info: 

805-546-8208
info@My805Tix.com

Anomaly House presents: 
Mindscape, An Evening of Trance

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Barrel Room Concert:  
Monterey County Line
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  

Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Treat Yo’ Self with Breda SLO:  
A Decadent Chocolate Experience

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20  
Mistura, SLO

SLO Comedy Festival
(17 Events)

THURS, FRI, SAT, FEBRUARY 23–25  
Multiple venues: SLO, Avila, Paso

Musica Latina en Vivo: 
La Marcha Sound

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Freedom Heartsong, CatOk,  
The Band Carter, Petunia Swoon

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

South Bay Seniors: Diggin’ Deep 
Los Osos Disaster Relief
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26  

South Bay Community Center, Los Osos

Basin Street Regulars: The Cell Block 
Seven & Cuesta College Jazz Band

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26  
Pismo Beach Veterans’ Hall

Orcutt Children’s Arts 
Foundation Gala

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
Radisson Hotel, Santa Maria

AT HER TABLE: Celebrating Women 
Owned Food & Beverage Businesses 

MON–SUN, MARCH 6–12  
Multiple venues across SLO County

Flannel 101: 
’90s Tribute Band
FRIDAY, MARCH 3  

Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

46 West Wine Safari  
Weekend

SAT & SUN, MARCH 4 & 5  
Hwy 46 Wineries, Paso Robles

City of Atascadero: 
Accessibility Training

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28  
Pavilion on the Lake, Atascadero

City of Atascadero: Disabled 
Access & Code Changes Forum

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1  
Pavilion on the Lake, Atascadero
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GALLERY

Arts Briefs
Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre presents  
The River Bride

 On Thursday, Feb. 16, the Pacific Conservatory Theatre 
(PCPA) will debut its production of The River Bride, which is 
scheduled to run at the Severson Theatre in Santa Maria 
through Sunday, March 5.
 Written by Marisela Treviño Orta, The River Bride has been 
performed on stages across the U.S. and the U.K. since its 
premiere at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in 2016. Orta 
received the National Latino Playwriting Award for the play, 
described as “a story about stories,” by Marilet Martinez—
director of PCPA’s The River Bride—in press materials.
 “This unapologetically poetic play asks us to question 
the stories we are told as well as the stories we tell about 
ourselves and others,” Martinez said. 
 The cast of PCPA’s The River Bride includes Christen Celaya 
(pictured, left), Rosie Quintana (right), Johnny Valerio, Oscar 
Emmanuel Fabela, Hugo Carbajal, and Dena Martinez. 
 To find out more about the new production or purchase 
tickets, call the PCPA box office at (805) 922-8313 or visit  
pcpa.org. The Severson Theatre is located at 800 S. College 
Drive, Santa Maria.

Air Supply holds 
upcoming concert  
in Santa Ynez

 The Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez presents Air 
Supply live in concert in the venue’s Samala Showroom 
on Friday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m. The soft-rock duo—composed 
of English singer-songwriter and guitarist Graham Russell 
(pictured, left) and Australian lead vocalist Russell Hitchcock 
(right)—is performing as part of its current tour, The Lost in 
Love Experience Tour.
 Russell and Hitchcock formed Air Supply in 1975, in 
Melbourne, Australia. Over multiple decades, the duo has 
become known for its trademark “simple but majestic 
compositions,” according to press materials. The pair’s most 
successful hits include “Lost in Love” (1979), “All Out of Love” 
(1980), “Every Woman in the World” (1980), “The One That You 
Love” (1981), “Here I Am” (1981), “Sweet Dreams” (1982), “Even 
the Nights Are Better” (1982), and “Making Love Out of Nothing 
At All” (1983).
 To date, Air Supply has released 17 studio albums, 13 
compilation albums, four live albums, and 27 singles. Over 
the years, the duo has performed across the U.S., Canada, 
England, Ireland, Israel, Korea, Japan, the Philippines, and 
other countries.
 Tickets to the duo’s upcoming concert range between $49 
and $79. Visit chumashcasino.com for more info. The Chumash 
Casino Resort is located at 3400 Highway 246, Santa Ynez. m
 
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

COURTESY PHOTO BY LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Every painting currently on display at the 
Grossman Gallery in Lompoc centers on 
a body of water, in one form or another. 

The venue’s latest exhibit, simply titled Water, 
showcases a collection of artworks that explore sea 
life, rivers, pools, and other H20-laden subjects. 
 “Some of the works are more traditional 
representations of water and others a bit off the 
wall,” said local artist Vicki Andersen, one of the 
featured painters in the group show. “But all deal 
with water in some way.”
 Andersen is one of the co-founders of the 
Lompoc Ten, a group of painters who meet once 
a month to discuss their respective artworks in 
a casual setting, over food and drinks, usually in 
one of the group member’s homes. Each featured 

artist in the Water exhibit is 
a member of the club.

“I’ve been in the group 
for about 18 months,” said 
Lompoc-based painter 
Chris Jeszeck, one of the 
Lompoc Ten’s newest 

members. “Though I don’t have the professional 
training that most of them do, they’ve welcomed 
me and made me feel comfortable and included.”
 Jeszeck specializes in acrylic pouring and 
loves to experiment with combining her abstract 
pours with occasional doses of realism. One of 
her featured paintings, Snack Time, in the Water 
exhibition is a perfect example of her process.
 “When I heard the theme of the Lompoc Ten’s 
show at the Grossman, I knew I would have an 
easy time providing art for the display,” said 
Jeszeck, who often uses blue paint 
in her work, giving her initial 
pours a water-like feel even before 
she’s decided on a subject. “Snack 
Time was initially just a lovely 
example of fluid art which I had 

varnished and titled Deep Sea.”
 After coming across “an enchanting photo 
reference of a seal snacking on a starfish,” Jeszeck 
repurposed her acrylic abstract to become the 
background of a sea-life scene by adding a couple 
of sea creatures—one that looks to be devouring 
the other—at the center of the painting.
 For fellow featured painter Deborah Breedon, 
the development of the Lompoc Ten’s Water 
exhibition conveniently coincided with one of her 
latest artistic pursuits.
 “It has been one of my goals to focus more 
on painting water, so this show was perfect for 
me,” Breedon said. “Interpretation of ocean; lake; 
stream; wet, muddy puddles; and riverbeds has 
been a real joy to explore.”
 One of Breedon’s featured paintings in the 
exhibit was inspired by a past visit to Goleta Beach, 
shortly after some stormy weather, the artist said. 
The piece is titled Goleta Slough After the Storm.
 “The sky was full of these amazing clouds 
driven by strong winds,” Breedon recalled of the 
weather the day she visited the setting, which she 
strove to re-create in vivid detail, over multiple 
drafts. “I did four or five small studies before I 
attempted to do this bigger painting.”
 Two of local artist Neil Andersson’s pieces 
included in the Water exhibition are also based 
around memorable site visits, both at a single 
location he visits quite often: Kiwanis Lake at 
River Park in Lompoc.
 “It’s really my favorite place to paint on 
location here. It’s a beautiful little body of water 
with a number of very nice views for painting,” 
Andersson said. “A few other painters and I go out 
there about once a week to paint.”
 Like Jeszeck, Andersson is a relatively new 
member of the Lompoc Ten. Water marks his first 
group exhibition with the local club, which he has 
enjoyed being a part of so far.
 “It’s an eclectic group of people, but all of 
us are dedicated artists and love painting,” 
Andersson said. “Our styles and interests are 
varied, but you can see a unity of the group in its 
obvious love of art.” m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is in the splash zone. 
Send a towel and dry clothes to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

Water marks
Water, a new group show highlighting paintings by 

members of the Lompoc Ten, debuted at the Grossman Gallery 
in early February and will remain on display through Feb. 28. 
The gallery is located inside the Lompoc Library, at 501 E. North 
Ave., Lompoc.

COURTESY IMAGE BY VICKI ANDERSEN

FOUNTAIN OF HUES: For her contribution to Grossman 
Gallery’s latest group exhibit, featured artist Vicki Andersen 
chose her piece Fountain Reflections, which she based on a 
fountain at La Purisima Mission in Lompoc.

COURTESY IMAGE BY DEBORAH BREEDON

WEATHERPROOF: The Water exhibition at Grossman Gallery features Goleta 
Slough After the Storm, a painting by local artist Deborah Breedon, who based the 
piece on one of her visits to Goleta Beach.

Arts

A STAR IS TORN: A seal devours a starfish in local artist Chris Jeszeck’s acrylic sea-life painting, 
Snack Time, which is currently on display in a new group exhibition at the Grossman Gallery in Lompoc.

COURTESY IMAGE BY CHRIS JESZECK

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHUMASH CASINO RESORT

Showtime!
Send gallery, stage, 
and cultural festivities to  
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

MUSIC

FLAVOR/EATS

INFO

CALENDAR

OPINION

NEWS

STROKES

ARTS

Ponds to ponder
Painters capture oceans, lakes, fountains 
in Grossman Gallery’s Water exhibition



19

www.santamariasun.com • February 16 - February 23, 2023 • Sun • 19

February 25, 2023 - 7:30pm

at Grace Baptist Church, Santa Maria

 Tickets Available Now at
SMPHILHARMONIC.ORG

 
@SantaMariaPhilharmonicSociety

Breaking
Boundaries

 presents

Listen Local Live

Follow Our Footsteps!
Join classes now to perform in 

Sleeping Beauty
Classes for ages 2 through adult!

Come try a class for free!

Call 805-345-5570 or visit everybodycandance.webs.com

Everybody Can Dance
Home of the Santa Maria Civic Ballet

628 S McClelland, Santa Maria

PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  T H E AT R E

GROUPS* 805-928-7731 x.4150 *12 OR
MORE

TICKETS 805-922-8313|PCPA.ORG
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SUN SCREEN

Shaunak Sen directs this 2023 Best 
Documentary Feature Academy Award 
nominee about brothers Mohammad 

Saud and Nadeem Shehzad, who have taken 
it upon themselves to rescue and rehabilitate 
the injured black kites of New Delhi. Part of 
New Delhi’s Muslim minority, the brothers are 
acting on the Muslim belief that feeding the 
birds of prey will expel troubles, which is why 
many Muslims throw the kites bits of meat. 
(In Hindi; 97 min.)

Glen: Visually arresting, this film depicts 
one of the world’s most populous cities as 
overrun with life: rats, monkeys, cows, hogs, 
frogs, insects, and kites live among the 
teeming human population. The brothers 
began their rescue as children and have 
nursed their underfunded mission as they 
have their birds—through love and tenacity, 
saving approximately 20,000 kites in 20 
years. People bring them injured birds or tip 
them to places where injured birds have been 
spotted, and off they go to rescue another. 
Meanwhile, the city is experiencing social 
unrest between the Hindi majority and 
Muslim minority, and the environmental 
conditions continue to degrade, with mounds 
of trash choking the city and the poor air 
quality choking the residents and the birds, 
which sometimes fall from the sky, overcome 
by pollution. Sen’s documentary on the 
brothers and the city they call home is poetic, 
tender, and tragic, but the brothers and their 
friend Salik Rehman continue their mission 
against all odds.

Anna: Films like this are so moving. These 
brothers work in the conditions they are 
given—regular power outages, trash-filled 
streets and waterways, and air quality 
indicators always on red. They get donations 
from local business owners 
in town who provide them 
with meat for the birds, and 
they continue to apply for 
funding despite being rejected 
over and over. Their mother 
loved the kites, and they in 
turn take care of the birds in 

her memory. I’ve never been to India. Delhi 
has always seemed like a world away from 
the life I’m accustomed to, and this movie 
makes that even more evident. Cramped 
and eternally humming, the urban city has 

taken over the land, and the 
number of residents continues 
to rise. The strife between 
the Hindi population and the 
minority Muslim population 
is a stressor for the brothers 
as well. We watch along with 
them as news reports plainly 

say they will have nowhere to go in a refugee 
situation. It’s all a bit heartbreaking, but also 
so endearing and hopeful. There’s no doubt 
you will fall in love with this family whose 
mission it is to make life a little bit more 
beautiful, one bird at a time.
Glen: New Delhi really comes alive in a 
visceral way. I could sense the heat, stench, 
and oppressive conditions that the brothers 
endure. Sen got amazing access to their 
lives, home, and makeshift bird hospital. 
Watching these men persevere through 
all manner of hardship, watching them 
sacrifice for something they believe is a 
higher calling—it’s all very inspiring without 
drifting into saccharine or sanctimony. 
The ending is very open, as it should be. 
There’s no knowing what will happen in the 
future. All That Breathes does exactly what 
a good documentary should—exposes us 
to something we’d otherwise never see or 
experience.
Anna: I definitely felt dropped into an 
unknown world in this film in a totally 
wonderful way. It isn’t easy, this life they’ve 
taken on. It’s a really beautiful thing to watch 
them so delicately fix their winged friends. 
They’re all so sweet, so steadfast in their need 
to help, to create, to preserve what it is that 
they find beautiful about where they are. It’s 
not an action-packed thrill ride, but you’re 
right: It does exactly what a documentary 
should do—brings that slice of life to a 
screen. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey 
and freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun 
Screen. Glen compiles listings. Comment at 
gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HBO DOCUMENTARY FILMS, SUBMARINE DELUXE, AND SIDESHOW

THEIR CALLING: Muslim brothers living in New Delhi, India, have made it their life’s work to care 
for the city’s black kite population, nursing injured birds back to health, in All That Breathes, an 
Academy Award nominee screening at The Palm Theatre in SLO and on HBO Max.

CUNK ON EARTH
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Netflix
 My world has been opened to Philomena Cunk and the 
glorious hilarity that Diane Morgan brings to the character. I 
didn’t know of Diane until I watched Ricky Gervais’ After Life 
and saw her performance as his gloriously obtuse coworker. 
Little did I know that there was comedy gold all over 
this actress. Apparently, there’s Cunk on Britain, Cunk on 
Shakespeare, and Cunk & Other Humans on 2019 all waiting 
for me to binge. Woohoo! 
 Cunk on Earth takes us through the ages, from our 
greatest inventions to the periods and people behind them. 
She interviews experts, who do a wonderfully patient job of 
walking what seems to be the World’s Biggest Idiot award-
winner through history. No matter how insipid her question, 
her interviewees play it straight, adding to the humor. 
 I recommend watching this series one episode at a 
time—avoid the binge! It can feel too repetitive one after the 
other, and it isn’t worth losing what really is comedy genius 

to the dreaded binge brain. There are only five episodes, 
so be sure to savor them! They’re all brilliant! (five 29-min. 
episodes)

—Anna

BONES AND ALL
What’s it rated? R
When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Redbox
 Luca Guadagino (Call Me by Your Name, A Bigger Splash) 
directs David Kajganich’s screenplay based on Camille 
DeAngelis’s 2015 novel about Maren (Taylor Russell), a 
young woman who’s beginning to confront her penchant 
for cannibalism. Part road trip, part horror, part romance, 
the story follows Maren as she meets another “eater,” Sully 
(Mark Rylance), who hopes to make her his companion, 
and later a young man, Lee (Timothée Chalamet), who also 
shares her appetite. 
 I unfortunately missed this one in the theater. Arseni 
Khachaturan’s cinematography is amazing, and the story 
itself is such an inventive mash-up. Maren’s journey begins 
after she turns 18 and her father abandons her, leaving her 
birth certificate, some cash, and a cassette tape upon which 
he’s recorded everything he knows about her history of 
cannibalism, which apparently began when she was only 3 
years old, and info about her missing mother. 
 At its heart, this is a love story between two misfits trying 
to find a place in a world that doesn’t understand them. The 

film is both grisly and gorgeous, with a soulful, elegiac vibe. 
It feels weird to root for cannibals to succeed, but you can’t 
help but sympathize with their plight. (131 min.) m

—Glen

MOCKUMENTARY MAGIC: Diane Morgan 
plays Philomena Cunk, a deeply ill-informed 
investigative reporter who interviews real-life 
experts about historical events, in Cunk on 
Earth, streaming on Netflix.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BROKE AND BONES, THE BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION (UK), AND NETFLIX

Film

Film & TV Reviews

ALL THAT BREATHES
What’s it rated? Not rated
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
Where’s it showing? The Palm 
Theatre in SLO and HBO Max

Take flight

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRENESY FILM COMPANY, PER CAPITA PRODUCTIONS, AND THE APARTMENT

FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS: Maren (Taylor 
Russell, left) and Lee (Timothée Chalamet), 
who share a hunger for human flesh, set out 
on a romantic road trip as they come to terms 
with their grisly predilection, in Bones and All, 
now available at Redbox.

Best Radio
Station

FEATURING 40 YEARS 
AWARD-WINNING PATRICIO’S PIZZA

Same Great Pizza! · Same Great Taste!   
Dine In · Take Out · Deliver

156 S Broadway St. Orcutt, CA 93455  •  805.937.8976

SHOP
LOCAL
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FOOD

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

T ime is best measured in love, 
according to the opening number 
in Rent. Between Feb. 20 and 

26, Mi Amore Pizza and Pasta and 
several other eateries in the Lompoc 
Valley are hoping for residents to 
show their love for local dining, 
by taking advantage of this year’s 
citywide Lompoc Restaurant Week 
o� erings.
 Participating restaurants, wineries, 
co� ee shops, and more are o� ering 
prix � xe meals, tastings, � ights, 
and other deals for $20.23 each 
throughout the seven-day program. 
Here’s a summary of just a handful of 
o� erings announced by local venues 
so far (check lompoc.com for the 
latest updates on Restaurant Week 
and its full list of participants).

Stay caffeinated 
Two hot spots for co� ee and tea in 

Lompoc are o� ering Restaurant Week 
deals to help patrons get rid of morning 
brain fog. Or hop in a bit later for some 
delicious brunch entrees. South Side 
Co� ee Co. will o� er three di� erent 
options for guests to choose from that 
share the Restaurant Week-designated 
$20.23 price: an iced latte � ight with 
two bagels and cream cheese; two 16 
oz. drinks and a � atbread; or two lunch 
combos. 
 Guests at One Room Escapes and 
Co� ee during Restaurant Week will 
have the opportunity to order an 
ensemble meal designed for two, which 
includes one double pot of tea, two 
California Benedict tea toasts, two 
Monte Cristo tea bites, a petite fruit 
salad, and two petite scones with jam 
and cream.

Pies in the sky
 Eye on I is asking patrons to 
put their trust blind date-style in a 
three-course meal of the restaurant’s 
choosing, with the $20.23 “Trust Us” 
deal. � e only hint guests are given 
about the mystery combination before 
ordering is that “it’s something to do 
with pizza.”
 A handful of other pizza joints 
throughout Lompoc are participating 
in Restaurant Week as well, including 
Wild West Pizza and Grill and the 
aforementioned Mi Amore Pizza and 
Pasta. 
 One of Valle Eatery and Bar’s 
$20.23 o� erings is a specialty pizza, 
with � ve choices for patrons to 
choose from (mushroom and pesto, 
pepperoni and olives, Margherita, 
sausage and jalapeño, or Asian pear 
and prosciutto). Each pizza comes 
with an order of churros, which also 
go with the venue’s $20.23 sandwich 
and taco combo o� erings.

Raise a glass, 
or two, or four
 Wine and beer o� erings from 
Lompoc Restaurant Week’s 
participating venues are not in short 
supply. For its $20.23 deal, COLD Coast 
Brewing Company will be serving two 
� ights, followed by two pints of various 
libations for guests to choose from. 
 � e Transcendence Tasting Room 
in Lompoc will be o� ering two glasses 
of wine, unspeci� ed, for $20.23, while 
the PCH Street Wine Lounge will o� er 
four glasses of chardonnay, for the 
same price.

 � e 2017 La Rinconada pinot is the 
featured wine of Sanford Winery and 
Vineyards’ $20.23 two-for-one tasting 
deal (reservations in advance are 
strongly recommended by the vintner). 
Fiddlehead Cellars will also be o� ering 
tasting options of a few di� erent pinot 
noir selections for $20.23 per pour.

Say cheese
 During Lompoc Restaurant Week, 
Capulin Eats and Provisions will be 
dishing out its gringo grilled cheese 
breakfast sandwiches—priced at two 
for $20.23. Patrons have the option of 
ham or bacon with each grilled cheese. 
� e venue will also be o� ering a lunch 
deal for $20.23, that comes with two 
chili verde tacos.
 For Old Town Kitchen and Bar’s 
$20.23 lunch special, guests can look 
forward to a serving of split mac and 
cheese with four sauces to choose from 
(classic cheddar, Alfredo sauce, basil 
cream, or sun-dried tomato cream), 
plus two toppings to pick as well. � e 
topping options are crumbled bacon, 
sautéed peppers, caramelized onions, 
crispy chicken bites, and tri-tip. As if 
all that didn’t sound mouthwatering 
enough, the combo also comes with a 
dessert to melt for: molten chocolate 
cake. ❍

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is melting 
faster than the Wicked Witch of the West. 
Send great and powerful comments to 
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF EYE ON I

MAGICAL MYSTERY FLOUR: In conjunction with Lompoc Restaurant Week, 
Eye on I is offering a mystery three-course dinner for $20.23, called “Trust Us.” 
The only hint guests are given before ordering the combo is that “it’s something 
to do with pizza.”

Eats

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF COLD COAST BREWING

BEER NECESSITIES: For its $20.23 promotions, COLD Coast Brewing 
Company in Lompoc is offering deals that include beer pints and flights.

FILE PHOTO BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

TEA FIXE: Starting on Feb. 20 and running through Feb. 26, One Room 
Escapes and Coffee in Lompoc will offer a prix fixe $20.23 deal that includes 
a double pot of tea, two California Benedict tea toasts, two Monte Cristo tea 
bites, a petite fruit salad, and two petite scones with jam and cream.

FILE PHOTO BY SHELLY CONE

$20.23 AND MEAT: Floriano’s in Lompoc is offering a few different $20.23 
options as part of this year’s annual Restaurant Week program, including a 
combo for two with two regular burritos—with multiple types of meat to choose 
from—and two fountain drinks.

Heavenly seven
Lompoc’s 2023 Restaurant Week features unique 
offerings from several venues

The week shall inherit 
For more info on this year’s Lompoc 

Restaurant Week program, held between 
Monday, Feb. 20, and Sunday, Feb. 26, and 
participating businesses, visit lompoc.com. 

Share 
tasty tips!
Send tidbits on everything 
food and drink to 
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

MUSIC

FLAVOR/EATS

INFO

CALENDAR

OPINION

NEWS

STROKES

ARTS
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Real Estate

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY  FOR SALE

1520 E. Donovan · $1,695,000 
Great location. Property located in 
the Northeast side of Santa Maria. 
Rare M-2 industrial/manufacturing 
zoning. 1.6 acre parcel. Easy access 

to Highway 101. 
(Do not enter property without an appointment.)

*Contact your agent for more information*

COMMERCIAL

WE TAKE THE HEADACHE OUT OF 
PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT

P R I C E  R E D U C E D

Call for more information
AVAILABLE NOW!

ARROYO GRANDE
1110 Sunset Dr. #D

1 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $1645 Deposit $1645

SANTA MARIA
275 E. Newlove Ave. #3

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bathroom
1-Car Garage

Rent $2400 Deposit $2400
600 N. Benwiley #B

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $1950 Deposit $1950
602 N. Benwiley #A

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $2150 Deposit $2150

602 N. Benwiley #B
2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom

Rent $2000 Deposit $2000

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.netwww.WhyUSAProperties.net

3919 Crestmont Drive, Orcutt
Location, location, location! Super cute Orcutt area home on a large lot walking distance to multiple 
Orcutt schools. This great home boasts 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms as well as living and family room 
areas. The huge backyard is a blank slate with endless possibilities! There could potentially be room for 
an ADU. This is an AS-IS sale. Call your agent to schedule an appointment to view this great home in a 
fantastic neighborhood! All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. (CR391) $535,000

NOW ACCEPTING NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW LISTINGSNEW LISTINGS

CLASSIESCLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the FOR SALE 
(items under $200) and GARAGE SALE sections for two weeks

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (cal-SCAN)

LAWN & GARDEN
JT’s Maintenance

Mow and Go with rates so low! (805) 440-4207

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 805-
440-4207

WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES
Fastest Cash- Any Condition! Residential and Commercial.
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned and operated 25 years. 1-909-536-
2060 (Cal-SCAN)

HELP WANTED
HIRING: Landscape Laborer

Landscape Laborer needed for habitat restoration work in Lompoc 
area. Work involves weeding, planting trees/shrubs, installing irriga-
tion, fencing, and other manual labor as directed. $17-20/hr. Call for 
info and application: 760-749-2247. Equal Opportunity Employer

MARKETPLACE
Autos & Boats

MARKETPLACE
Business Services

MARKETPLACE
Home & Garden

Employment

Marketplace

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & entertainment anywhere. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0
Money Down + Low Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote 
-Call now
before the next power outage: 1-844-439-5645 (SCAN)

15% OFF
GLASS HOUSE FARMS

FRI. 2/17 - SUN. 2/19

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS RECEIVE (1) PROMO 3.5g FLOWER
 FOR $1 OR 15% OFF ON THEIR FIRST PURCHASE!

SOME PROMOS HAVE A MINIMUM PURCHASE. SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

N H C D I S P E N S A R I E S . C O M

THIS WEEKEND’S DEALS

25% OFF FIELD
DISPOSABLE VAPE PEN
PROMO CODE: FIELD25

MINIMUM SPEND $75+ PROMO FLOWER. 20% OFF SENIORS (55+). RESTRICTIONS APPLY. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

MORRO BAY | 495 MORRO BAY BLVD.
GROVER BEACH | 998 HUSTON ST. SCAN THE QR CODE 

TO VIEW ALL
THE NEW DEALS

Must be 21+ | Keep out of the reach of children | Grover Beach License:
C10-0000388-LIC / Morro Bay License: C10-0000797-LIC | Lemoore License #:C10-0000734-LIC

99% OFF (1) PROMO
100MG GUMMY PACK

25% OFF SENSE & UPNORTH
3.5g FLOWER
PROMO CODE: 25OFF3.5

PROMO CODE: FOTF300
REDEEM FOR 300 PTS.

3.5G FLOWER ONLY | 2/16 - 2/28

SOME PROMOS HAVE A MINIMUM PURCHASE. SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

SHOP NOW

SOME PROMOS HAVE A MINIMUM PURCHASE. SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS.

SENSE & UPNORTH

PRE M IU M CAN NAB IS D ISPE N SARY

EXCLUSIVE MEMBER

Just $15/week

Submit one image and  
25 words of description

The cutoff to list your ad  
in Thursday’s paper  
is Monday at 2pm

SELL YOUR 
VEHICLE 

IN OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

Email  
classifieds@

newtimesslo.com
Or call (805) 546-8208  

and ask for Drew

Miscellaneous

ADVERTISE HERE
805-347-1968

SantaMariaSun.com
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WEDDINGS

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

(805) 546-8208
advertising@newtimesslo.com

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

(805) 347-1968
advertising@santamariasun.com

BOOK YOUR AD BY:  
February 17, 2023

PUBLICATION DATE:  
February 23, 2023

Our Weddings publications reach an affluent and 
active readership of brides and grooms-to-be. 
These special issues are where they will discover 
everything they need for a memorable wedding 
day – including your business.

Don’t miss this opportunity to reach over 100,000 
readers, party planners, brides, and grooms all 
looking to plan a wedding on the Central Coast!

SPECIAL 
PUBLICATION

CONTACT US FOR  
MORE INFO TODAY!
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.comreserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

4850 S. Bradley Rd. #D1, Orcutt
(805) 938-1965 

www.backporchflowers.net
Call for Reservations 1.888.584.6374 Call for Reservations 1.888.584.6374 

www.raggedpointinn.comwww.raggedpointinn.com

Local’s Special
 $349 ROOM  

INCLUDES 
One $70 Dinner Voucher  
& Two Breakfast Entrées  

Expires 3/16/23

Not valid with any other promotions, discounts, or 
groups, subject to rate availability, some restrictions 

apply, please mention “Sun” and present when  
checking in, advance reservations necessary.

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839
Mon/Tue/Thurs 4pm - 10pm

Wed-Closed • Fri/Sat 12 - 10:30 
Sun 12pm - 10pm

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C, Lompoc 
(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

315 S. Broadway, Orcutt  |  805-314-2409
WendyASteller@gmail.com

255 Union Avenue, Orcutt   |  805-287-9599
M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

deaseesboutique.com

1130 E. Clark Ave Ste 120, O
rcutt • 332-3152

1130 E. Clark Ave Ste 120, O
rcutt • 332-3152
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EXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

VISIT WVHEALTHCLUB.COM FOR DETAILS

What seems impossible today will 
one day become your warm-up

STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, Santa Maria

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook 
& Instagram

*Diamond
Plus Provider

Voted BEST ORTHODONTIST in  
Northern Santa Barbara County  

6 years in a row!

Dr. Specht’s

BBB of the Tri-Counties
Ventura, Santa Barbara and 
San Luis Obispo Counties
BBB’s mission is to be the leader in advancing 
marketplace trust. Since 1945, BBB of the  
Tri-Counties has been fostering honest and 
responsive relationships between businesses and 
consumers – instilling consumer confidence and 
advancing a trustworthy marketplace for all.

Follow us:

5350 Hollister Ave., Suite G 
Santa Barbara
Email this BBB 
info@santabarbara.bbb.org
M–Th 8am to 12:30  
then 1:30 to 6:00pm  
Fridays closed at Noon

805-963-8657

Samantha Bakke
Your Santa Maria Valley  

Wealth Advisor

805.601.6014
155 E. Clark Ave. Ste 240, Orcutt

onecapital.com

SOLAR ELECTRIC
BATTERY BACKUP

SOLAR POOL HEATING
$0 DOWN FINANCING
SERVICE & UPGRADES

(805) 922-3774 • CSLB# 391670 • SINCE 1975

PEOPLE • ENERGY • PLANET


