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Blueprint to 
develop

State says Santa Barbara County needs to 
build thousands of housing units by 2031 [8]

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR
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In an effort to try to combat recent increases in the 
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past. Santa Barbara County’s recently released housing 
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areas of the county by 2031. Some county residents aren’t 
happy about where those units are supposed to get built. Staff 
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new requirements, the blueprint, and the resistence [8].
 You can also read about Santa Maria’s move to stay with 
county Animal Services for shelter purposes [4]; the visiting 
and local comics who grace the Maverick Saloon stage once a 
month [22]; and Bien Nacido’s plans to build a tasting room 
in the Santa Maria Valley [25]. 
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3564 Skyway Dr., S.M. 
(805) 361-0802

The Beastro is open!  
Pick up a fun artisan doggie donut, 
cookie or treat. Bring your furbaby 

in for a Petuccino- the Yippee 
Skippee or a Wiggle Butt will warm 
their hearts! Or pamper your pooch 
with a trip to the Grooming Spaw! 

ThatsFETCH805.com
Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Janae Amador & Isabella Moreno

Grooming Externs: Dzi, Cody Dugan & Holly Prewitt
Groomers Assistants: Brandi Janke & Ryleigh MacLean

2051 S. Broadway
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Located in the Western Village  
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M-Sat 9AM–5PM
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community for over 25 
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Lic. 668152

FLOORING at  its Best!
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Small store prices...
 ...Salon style service
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3 On-Staff Installers
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* NO COST for established CHC & non-CHC patients.

POSITIVE FOR COVID-19?

CHC has FREE COVID-19 vaccines & bivalent boosters 
at most clinics, for CHC & non-CHC patients! For more 
information, contact CHC today.

Now you can TEXT 805-361-8400 for an appointment. 
Also reach us on our website chat, on the Patient Portal 
or call 866-614-4636. Se habla español. www.chccc.org
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS OF THE CENTRAL COAST
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Family-to-Family is a FREE 
8-session education program 
for family members of adults 
living with a mental health 
disorder, to help them 
understand and support their 
loved one while maintaining 
their own wellbeing.

If you have a loved one with a mental health disorder 
YOU need this course!

FAMILY-TO-FAMILY
Pre-Registration:

namisantabarbara.org

NAMI is the largest mental health 
organization dedicated to building better 
lives for those affected by mental health 
disorders.

Santa Barbara
Starting March 1st 
for 8 Wednesdays

Don’t Miss This FREE Course!

Santa Maria
Starting March 2nd 

for 8 Thursdays
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Santa Maria sticks  
with the county for  
animal services 
 After issuing a request for proposal from 
other agencies to provide future animal 
services to the city, Santa Maria decided to 
stick with Santa Barbara County Animal 
Services in January, Director of Community 
Development Cheun Ng told the Sun. 
 Santa Maria asked for proposals in June 
2022 because it was interested in exploring the 
possibility of having in-house animal control 
officers, and the city wanted to find a partner to 
provide sheltering and veterinarian services, Ng 
said. In October, the city received a response 
from Santa Barbara Humane but found that the 
costs to shift to in-house services were steep 
and it would be a long road before the city could 
serve the community adequately. 
 “It’s been a long journey of information 
gathering and also some public input,” Ng said. 
“What I’ve learned is that planning for animal 
services to meet the future needs of Santa 
Maria residents is a significant endeavor. Our 
decision in staying with the existing contract 
really relates to the magnitude of work that’s 
involved that the city may not be fully prepared 
for.” 
 Preparing for the improvement and training 
of animal control officers requires a lot of 
work, and it’ll cost the city a lot to invest in all 
the necessary equipment, such as vehicles, or 
other improvement costs related to expansions, 
he said. By continuing its contract with the 
county—which will last five years and increase 
from $860,000 per year to $1 million during its 
lifespan—the city will have all of the necessary 
services, access to the county’s nonprofit 
partners, and an opportunity to grow the city’s 
relationship with Animal Services. 
 “This has been a full process for the city; our 
conversations with Santa Barbara Humane 
and the county were very productive and 
conversations that were in the best interest of 
community residents,” Ng said.
 With Santa Barbara Humane, Ng said 
he thinks the nonprofit provided a very 
thorough proposal, and conversations with 
the organization will continue in order to be 
mindful of the community’s needs and finding 
ways to meet them. 
 Santa Barbara Humane CEO Kerri 
Burns told the Sun in a statement that they 
appreciated the opportunity to respond to the 
city’s request for proposal and they support the 
city’s decision. 
 “Our goal is to continue to be the leading 
resource for animals, their people, and other 
local animal welfare groups whenever and 
wherever help is needed,” Burns said. 
 Moving forward, there will be an emphasis 

on communication, with more regular contact 
between the city and county about needs and 
care for both animals and residents, county 
Animal Services Director Sarah Aguilar said. 
 “The city has been really great about 
[expressing] their concerns and challenges 
and what they’d like to see,” Aguilar said. “My 
understanding is that they felt they weren’t 
getting information. They didn’t know or 
didn’t have direct lines of communication with 
[Animal Services].”
 In response, Animal Services began holding 
quarterly meetings with city staff and now 
submits monthly reports to city administrators. 
Animal Services is also working on adding a toll 
free call center, which Aguilar said she hopes 
will enable communication with the community 
improve as well. 
 “This will allow us to have a queue and spend 
time talking to people instead of listening to 
messages,” she added. “It goes a long way to 
be able to address things immediately and 
understand what’s happening.” 
 Animal Services is adding four new Animal 
Control Officers to cover the county, nearly 
doubling the number of people on patrol now, 
and will be going into a big hiring push to try 
and fill its current 30 percent vacancy rate, she 
said. 
 “All of Santa Barbara County, the cities and 
the community members and nonprofits, [are] 
so supportive,” Aguilar said. “We have a shared 
vision, it’s just a matter of plugging the holes in 
the boat because we are already rowing in the 
same direction.” 

—Taylor O’Connor

Solvang Planning 
Commission approves  
new Sansum Cancer 
Medical Clinic
 During its first public hearing of 2023, the 
Solvang Planning Commission greenlit a local 
health care company’s pitch to bring a new 
medical clinic to town. 
 Based in Santa Barbara, Sansum Clinic 
plans to construct one of its next locations—a 
two-story, 34,318-square-foot facility—on 
Windmill Lane in Solvang. The project will 
include a cancer treatment center and other 
specialty clinics, and was brought before the 
Planning Commission at its Feb. 6 meeting.
 “It’s a nice project and it’s going to be 
well used I’m sure, unfortunately,” Planning 
Commissioner Joannie Jamieson said, after 
Sansum Clinic’s proposal was approved with a 
4-0 vote.
 Planning Commissioner Aaron Petersen 
abstained from voting, as he cited a conflict of 
interest—living within 300 feet of the project 
site’s address—before planning consultant 

Laurie Tamura’s summary of the project.
 “I will remove myself and be cold out in the 
lobby,” Petersen said while getting up to leave.
 “Take your jacket,” Planning Commissioner 
Jack Williams told Petersen.
 After Tamura’s presentation, newly 
appointed Planning Commissioner Kief 
Adler expressed support for the project and 
described the proposed clinic, referring to the 
Sansum Cancer Medical Clinic, as “an asset for 
the community.”
 Planning Commissioner Justin Rodriguez 
raised one initial concern about the project’s 
proposed architectural design, which 
incorporates “a simplified Spanish Mission 
style,” according to the staff report.
 “This is a pretty big building. When 
you’re coming into town, it’ll be a significant 
thing that you see, and it’s not Danish in 
architectural appearance,” Rodriguez said. 
 Tamura explained that the Spanish Mission 
style design was chosen to make the building 
feel consistent with adjacent commercial 
buildings that share the same design, so there 
won’t be “a shocking difference between that 
and what’s already there,” the consultant said. 
 The project site is located near the east 
entrance of Solvang, an area that has taken 
on “Mission and Ranch style architecture to 
provide tourists a different sense of arrival 
compared to the Northern European/Danish 
architecture in the Village District at Alisal 
Road,” according to the staff report.
 “It’s really important to think about 
them as two different areas,” said Tamura, 
who added that Solvang’s Design Review 
Committee reviewed the project in detail and 
is recommending its approval.
 Planning manager Sophia Checa added that 
the Solvang General Plan’s Community Design 
Element “also clarifies this distinction between 
the village area that’s clearly very Old World 
Danish, and the rest of the city.”
 The project’s architect, Brian Cearnal, spoke 
on behalf of Sansum Clinic at the meeting, 
shortly before the proposal and its design were 
approved 4-0.
 “We’ve worked hard on this to make it fit in,” 
Cearnal said. “This is a very important project 
for Sansum.”

—Caleb Wiseblood

Guadalupe Union will  
build new TK learning 
facility, preschool
 The Guadalupe Union School District 
received an $8 million state facilities grant and 
$2 million in federal appropriations to build 
an eight-classroom early learning center for 
the city’s 3- and 4-year-olds, Superintendent 
Emilio Handall said. 
 “Right now the state is in the process of 
expanding its transitional-kinder program and 
thus we need more facilities to house essentially 
a brand new grade,” Handall said. “California is 
making funding available for schools to make 
more classrooms available for students.” 
 The state dollars can only go toward facilities 
construction, and the federal dollars will 
help build a new administrative building for 
teachers and site staff. The learning facility is 
set to open up in fall 2025 near Guadalupe’s 
Pasadera housing development, providing 
four classrooms for preschool and four for 
transitional kindergarten (TK), he said. 
 “When you’re able to provide an opportunity 
for students to get a jump on their education, 
the investment returns on such an investment 
are usually three- to fourfold,” Handall said. 
“It will give us as a district and a community 
an opportunity to provide students a learning 
experience they need in order to be successful 
throughout their entire educational journey.”
 These dollars follow the community’s own 

• U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) 
denounced a measure put up for a vote that would 
“hamstring” the executive branch’s ability to release 
oil from the United States’ strategic reserves, despite 
evidence that previous releases have helped offset gas 
price spikes over the past year, according to a Jan. 27 
statement from the congressman’s office. “Members 
of both parties agree that increased energy costs, 
including our gas prices, hurt our constituents—but 
sadly it seems the new majority in the House is more 
interested in tying the president’s hands on the 
most effective tool we have to combat price spikes 
than stabilizing energy markets,” Carbajal said in the 
statement. “I know Californians have felt the pinch of 
higher energy costs since Russia’s invasion almost a 
year ago. That’s why I’ve helped create new ways to help 
lower home energy costs for Central Coast families.” 
According to the Department of Energy, gas prices 
nationwide are down roughly $1.60 per gallon from 
last summer’s peak, about a 30 percent decline, thanks 
to releases from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
authorized by President Joe Biden in 2021. The bill 
offered by House Republicans this week, HR 21, would 
block any releases from the strategic reserve until oil 
and gas drilling in the United States is expanded on 
federal lands by the same percentage that it releases 
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

• U.S. Sens. Alex Padilla (D-California) and Marsha 
Blackburn (R-Tennessee) introduced the bipartisan 
American Music Fairness Act to ensure artists and 
music creators receive fair compensation for the use 
of their songs on AM/FM radio, according to a Feb. 2 
statement from Padilla’s office. “California’s artists 
play a pivotal role in enriching and diversifying our 
country’s music scene, but for too long, our laws 
have unfairly denied them the right to receive fair 
compensation for their hard work and talent on AM/
FM radio broadcasts,” Padilla said in a statement. “As 
we celebrate the accomplishments of our musical 
artists at the Grammy Awards in Los Angeles … we 
must commit to treating them with the dignity and 
respect they deserve for the music that they produce 
and that we enjoy every day.” Currently, the United 
States is the only democratic country in the world in 
which artists are not compensated for the use of their 
music on AM/FM radio. By requiring broadcast radio 
corporations to pay performance royalties to creators 
for AM/FM radio plays, the American Music Fairness Act 
would close an antiquated loophole that has allowed 
corporate broadcasters to forgo compensating artists 
for decades. In recognition of the important role of 
locally owned radio stations in communities across 
the U.S., the American Music Fairness Act also includes 
protections for small, college, and noncommercial 
stations.

• In the wake of multiple mass shootings that took 
the lives of 19 Californians in just 72 hours, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, Attorney General Rob Bonta, and state 
Sen. Anthony Portantino (D-Burbank) announced 
new gun safety legislation to modernize and 
strengthen California’s public carry laws, according 
to a Feb. 1 statement from the governor’s office. “Only 
in America do we see the kind of carnage and chaos 
of gun violence that destroys our communities and 
our sense of safety and belonging,” Newsom said in 
a statement. “America is No. 1 in gun ownership, and 
we far surpass every developed nation on Earth in 
gun deaths—it’s not complicated. In California, we’ve 
passed common-sense gun safety laws and they work: 
We have a 37 percent lower gun death rate than the 
national average. We’re doubling down on gun safety 
and strengthening our public carry law to protect it 
from radical Republican attacks.” The legislation will 
enhance the existing licensing system, set a minimum 
age requirement of 21 years, advancing stronger 
training requirements, and identifying certain sensitive 
public places establishing safe spaces where people 
should expect freedom from gun violence. m

January 5 - January 12, 2023News

CONTINUING SERVICE: Santa Maria decided to continue working with county Animal Services 
for sheltering, veterinary care, foster and adoption opportunities, and other animal care. These 
leashes, harnesses and muzzles line the walls of the Sant Maria Animal Services facilty, which will 
continue operating under a renewed county contract.

PHOTO BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

Political Watch

➤ Spotlight [9]

NEWS continued page 6
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call for 
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(805) 937-4251

7200 Shack: Open Fri-Sun only | 11am-4pm
FOXEN: Open Daily by Reservations

7200 & 7600 Foxen Canyon Road  |  foxenvineyard.com
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Shack 

is  
Back!

Wines of Elegance & Balance Since 1985
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Santa Maria, CA

Pediatric Medical Group wants to ensure all 
newborns, infants, children and adolescents  

are up-to-date on their comprehensive well-child 
care, inclusive of appropriate screenings, 
complete physical exam, laboratory exams, 

fluoride varnish and vaccines. 
Pediatric Medical Group is scheduling well exam visits for 

children of all ages. Strict safety precautions have been put 
in place to ensure the safety of patients and their parents.

• We provide rapid COVID-19 tests (15 Min results) Flu tests, and Flu vaccines.

• Face masks are required to be worn

• Strict sanitation practices are in place including  
disinfecting exam rooms after each visit.

Call to schedule your child’s well exam today.

Monday – Friday 

Happy Valentine’s Day! investments after the residents approved 
two new property tax measures to help with 
the construction of a brand new junior high 
school and to help make general updates to 
existing classrooms. 
 “Guadalupe is a growing and modernizing, 
diverse, and persevering community, and 
we’re super excited to be able to bring what I 
see as an incredible opportunity for families 
and the entire community,” Handall said.
 In its current TK and preschool programs, 
the district found that students who were 
enrolled in the TK program had stronger 
outcomes in annual literacy skills assessments 
than their non-TK counterparts, said Mari 
Ortega-Garcia, the director of early education 
and support. 
 According to fall 2022 early literacy results 
data, 78 percent of students who experienced 
TK met or exceeded the benchmarks for 
where they should be at with reading and 
language skills, whereas only 30 percent of 
non-TK students met those same benchmarks.
 The district also looked at student readiness 
when kids enter kindergarten by measuring 
social-emotional knowledge within the 
first few weeks of school. In a sample of 137 
kindergartners—48 experienced TK and 86 
did not—Guadalupe found that 67 percent of 
TK students were ready or almost ready for 
kindergarten and only 27 percent of non-TK 
students were considered ready, with more than 
72 percent needing immediate 
follow-up and monthly 
monitoring for progress, 
according to district data. 
 “[TK and preschool] are 
both options, but giving them 
the advantage of having the 
opportunities to develop the 

skill set early on will send them on that trajectory 
for kindergarten readiness,” Ortega-Garcia said. 
 The preschool and TK expansion in 
Guadalupe also addresses the child care 
shortage by providing a free option in the 
community, Superintendent Handall added. 
There will be before- and after-care programs 
set up, giving parents pickup and drop-off 
times that work with their schedule. 
 “A lot of parents have to take their kids to 
Santa Maria, Lompoc, or San Luis Obispo 
to get child care, and we will now have a 
significant increase in the capacity to do that 
in our hometown,” Handall said. “We’ll have 
[an] extended day where we’ll be offering 
programs that go until 5:30. Their child will 
have received breakfast, lunch, and some type 
of snack to hold them over before dinner.” 
 Preschool will be for 3-year-olds, and then 
parents can either take them to a different 
preschool program for 4-year-olds or enroll 
them into TK, he said. There will be at least 
one adult (either a teacher or a classroom aide) 
for every eight preschoolers, and one adult 
for every 10 TK students. Programming will 
depend on age, but Handall said he anticipates 
it will be more play-based and socialization-
focused to help students develop and be ready 
for school.
 “The acclimation to play, school, and 
curiosity is going to want to be cultivated so 
when it becomes academic centric, our students 
will have all the bases in terms of emotional 
awareness, all of the different practices and 

procedures of being in school, 
and having a foundation—
whether it’s language, math, 
science, colors and letters—
they come to kindergarten 
ready,” Handall said. m

—Taylor O’Connor

NEWS from page 4

News

Act now!
Send any news 
or story tips to 
news@santamariasun.com.

805-937-5340805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COMWWW.ORCUTT76.COM

   PASS OR DON’T PAY      PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’95 & Older $99.00 / ’96-’99 $89.00. 
Vans & Motorhomes $99.00 Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 2/28/23

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

Old & New VehiclesOld & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME      DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

OIL CHANGESOIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS      ASK FOR DETAILS   

SMOG CHECKSSMOG CHECKS

$4900
Regular Price $59.00

    Appointments 
    805-937-5340
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BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

Half of the country’s unsheltered population resides in 
California, according to a U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development report.

 In December 2022, the state had 171,521 people experiencing 
homelessness. 
 “This is more than nine times the number of unsheltered 
people in the state with the next highest number, Washington,” 
the December 2022 report stated. “In the 2022 point-in-time 
count, Washington reported 12,668 people or just 6 percent of the 
national total of people in unsheltered locations.” 
 Between 2020 and 2022 California also experienced a 6.2 
percent increase in its homeless population—the largest increase in 
the country. To help combat this, the state increased the number 
of housing units that local jurisdictions are required to develop 
with the help of their housing elements, a state-required process 
that looks at housing needs every eight years, said Santa Barbara 
County Director of Planning and Development Lisa Plowman. 
 Before any jurisdiction begins updates, California looks at 
census information, population changes, and affordability issues to 
determine its needs, Plowman said. After that, counties and cities 
will have to look at what land is available for development and what 
land could be rezoned in order to meet those numbers. 
 This cycle, Santa Barbara County will have to find areas 
that could develop 5,664 new units by 2031—with 1,522 in 
unincorporated North County and 4,142 in South County—a 
significant jump from 661 units required during the 2015-23 
Housing Element. According to a 2020 progress report, the county 
hit most of its housing element goals but fell short in its low-
income housing allocation with only 117 of the required 265 units. 
 “This cycle, our housing allocation was eight times higher than 
the last cycle. The state has been giving people high numbers 
because they believe the state is in a crisis,” Plowman said. “The 
state has grown intolerant of jurisdictions saying they’re planning 
for housing but not identifying sites to be redeveloped. They’re 
pushing greater numbers and passing laws 
every legislative session, making it easier to 
develop housing.” 
 Cities have to reach their own high numbers 
as well, with more 5,000 units allocated to 
Santa Maria and 8,000 to Santa Barbara. 
 Although many jurisdictions—including 
Santa Barbara County—are running late to 
meet their mid-February state deadlines for 
creating updated housing elements, Plowman 
said she thinks the state’s push is necessary to make it easier to live 
in Santa Barbara County, as well as anywhere else in the state. 
 “This is not a new problem, this is a decades-old problem. Right 
now just on the South Coast, less than 8 percent of renters are able 
to afford a median-priced house,” she said. 
 The median income for a family of four in Santa Barbara 
County is about $100,000, but the median home price is 
$670,000—but looking at South County alone, Plowman said, the 
average cost of a home is $1 million.
 Home prices in North County are also on the rise, averaging 
about $700,000 in Orcutt and Los Alamos, with Santa Ynez 
reaching $1.3 million. 
 “Rent and mortgages have been climbing all over the country,” 

Plowman said. “Retention and recruitment is a huge 
problem in the county. A third of our employees live in 
another county.” 
 According to state standards, people are considered 
“housing burdened” if they are spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing, she said. In Santa 
Barbara County, people would have to earn $328,000 
a year to not be housing burdened. Even renters would 
have to make $86,000 to afford a one-bedroom and 
almost $152,000 for a four-bedroom. 
 “There is definitely a problem. Only 20 percent of 
our population earns over $150,000,” Plowman said. 
“What’s happening is the housing prices have been 
climbing and incomes have been climbing, but not at 
the same rate. That’s been happening since the 1970s, 
1980s, and it’s just continued to widen the gap.” 
 Now, the county has to figure out a way to meet the 
state’s demands and get housing built that works with 
surrounding communities, she said. 
 “There has not been one housing project that hasn’t 
been fought by the neighbors, but when they’re built, 
nine times out of 10 they blend in and they become an 
accepted part of the fabric,” Plowman said. “But change 
is hard.”
 In public comment letters submitted to the 
county about the recently released 2023-31 draft 
housing element, residents said they don’t agree with 
development coming to their area. 
 “I am very disappointed that the county has targeted our 
valley for development, and the city of Carpinteria will feel the 
effects in the form of traffic, pollution, water use, sewage, and 
further squeezing of ag out of the valley,” Carpinteria residents 
Jon and Sue Lewis said. “The supervisors need to focus on putting 
development where it makes sense (i.e. Orcutt, Lompoc, Santa 
Maria) and not add to our issues on the South Coast.” 

Part of the housing element’s goal is to 
address the jobs-housing imbalance. Santa 
Barbara County tends to have more jobs 
available in South County, but not enough 
housing available to meet the need. Currently, 
many residents have to commute from North 
County or other counties in order to get to 
their jobs on a daily basis, Plowman added. 
 “That has a big impact on the richness and 
diversity of your community; you have parents 

driving two-plus hours every day commuting,” she said. “We need 
to meet the needs of where the workers are.” 
 Orcutt resident Alicia King also submitted a public comment 
letter, expressing concern about the amount of resources available 
and a potential future loss of open space. 
 “I do understand we need housing, it’s a huge issue,” King 
said. “I’m hopeful the final housing element has a way to ensure 
adequate resources, schools, trails, parks, etc., can all find a way 
to exist together.”
 Solvang resident Brandon Sparks-Gillis wrote to the county 
about his five-year-long, frustrating journey of trying to buy a 
home. He said that the housing element is not the answer to all of 
the county’s issues—including a lack of infrastructure in smaller 

jurisdictions and an increase in short-term rentals. 
 “This dynamic is devastating, not only to low-income county 
residents, whose rents are being artificially inflated upwards, 
but also to ‘middle class’ county residents who are now watching 
their rents soar and their dreams of home ownership disappear,” 
Sparks-Gillis said. 
 County residents have until March 1 at 5 p.m. to submit their 
comments. The county then has 10 days to review and consider 
the comments before submitting the element to the state for a 
first draft review, Planning and Development Director Plowman 
said. 
 “Our deadline is Feb. 15, and we are missing our deadline like I 
would say the majority of jurisdictions. In the Southern California 
region, there’s 196 jurisdictions and 191 of them have missed the 
deadline. It’s become quite cumbersome,” Plowman said. 
 Santa Barbara County has been working closely with the state 
Department of Housing and Community Development to ensure 
its draft housing element is as comprehensive as possible, she 
said.
 The county is set to adopt that draft in late summer or early fall 
2023 and is required to adopt proposed areas for rezoning 2024, 
Plowman said. 
 “The big picture is the state is losing patience and the state 
has determined we have a housing crisis and they want to see 
housing built, which is why our numbers are so big and there are 
consequences if [we] aren’t in compliance,” Plowman said. 
 “The state is pushing on us, but there is truth to the housing 
crisis, and we see it daily in our community.” m

Reach Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

REZONING: This interactive map depicts potential rezone sites in green, 
alternative potential rezone sites in orange, pending housing projects in 
purple, and sites that are not recommended in yellow in unincorporated 
North County.

SCREENSHOT FROM COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT MAP
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Act now!
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news@santamariasun.com.

COVER

Public comment period
Email comments on the 2023-31 

Housing Element to housingelement@
countyofsb.org or mail them to Jessi 
Steele, 123 East Anapamu St., Santa 
Barbara, CA 93101, by 5 p.m. March 1.

Housing pressure
The state wants Santa Barbara County to develop more than 
5,000 new units in eight years to combat the housing crisis
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BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

When the Los Padres National Forest 
announced a 60-day closure in four of its five 
ranger districts—encompassing a majority 

of its trails—after January’s storms, nonprofit 
Los Padres ForestWatch saw the need for a new 
informational service. 
 Any time there’s a large closure, storm- or fire-
related, many members of the public who like to 
recreate outdoors tend to have a lot of questions 
about what trails are open and if they have limited 
access, said Bryant Baker, Los Padres ForestWatch’s 
director of conservation and research. 
 “There wasn’t this one-stop shop to figure out 
what trails and roads are still open and which 
are currently closed,” Baker said. “There’s a lot 
of different resources they can use to piece this 
information together. Every land management entity 
has some form of website where they post trail status 
updates, [but] some are better than others.”
 This caused ForestWatch to launch OpenTrails: 
an interactive web app where people can see the 
status of roughly 1,800 trails and access roads 
that stretch from Morro Bay to the Santa Monica 
Mountains and inland to Carrizo Plain National 
Monument, he said. Most of these sites are located 
within the Los Padres National Forest and Santa 
Monica Mountains, but many are found in city, 
county, and state parks as well as nature preserves. 
 “I think knowledge is key; ‘know before you 
go’ is an important mantra in all of this,” Baker 
said. “We live in this amazing area with hundreds 
of trails up and down the coast. I want people to 
experience these new places but be equipped with 
knowledge before they start these adventures.”

For seven straight 
days following 
the storms, Baker 
said he pored 
over websites and 
databases in order 
to map out each 

trail on the site. He and Jeff Kuyper, ForestWatch’s 
executive director, continue monitoring city, state 
parks, and public lands websites to update the 
map daily. As of Feb. 1, OpenTrails received a little 
more than 5,000 views while only being available 
to the public for a week. 
 “This has been an idea for a while, but these 
big storms and all the damage they caused as well 
as the closure order provided this impetus and 
expanded our area coverage to know there are 
other areas besides the Los Padres [people] can go 
and recreate,” Baker said. 
 Once the 60-day closure lifts, Baker said 
ForestWatch plans to continue updating the app, 
as more storms are expected to come this year 
and fire season is approaching. Eventually, he said, 
he’d like to add the Big Sur region, trailhead and 
campground information, and trail mileage, and 
have it all accessible on an app that people can 
download to their phones. 
 “We’re super stoked about it. … We’ve made 
a lot of interactive maps, but this is the biggest 
one we’ve made. It’s very exciting for me and our 
one-person GIS [geographic information system] 
department,” Baker said. 
 As OpenTrails gains the public’s attention, 
Baker said he hopes this will also gain the attention 
of policymakers to inform them of the damage 
done to natural sites.
 “Any time you can bring attention to the fact 
that a lot of trails were damaged, and there were 
big closures, that could help funnel resources to 
the places that need it most since there will be 
so many organizations fixing and maintaining 
trails,” he said. 

 Along with trail status, OpenTrails includes 
what type of recreation is allowed on the trails, 
websites with additional information, a colorblind-
friendly palette feature, and a option to connect 
with ForestWatch to provide feedback, Baker 
said. He also encouraged people to double check 
official websites to make sure the map is accurate 
before heading out. 
 “I don’t want people to think this is their 
one and only place they should go to find out 
information about trails, parks, and places to 
recreate; it’s more of a starting point to figure out 
what areas are still open, and then I encourage 
people to try and get more information about the 
trail,” he said. 
 Visit lpfw.org/trails to access the map and 
explore what trails are open. Direct questions or 
comments about the map to bryant@lpfw.org. 

Highlight 
 • The city of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks 
Department will continue its popular Rec on 
the Move program through February. Rec on 
the Move is a safe, supervised program where 
elementary school-age youth participate in free 
games and physical education activities, which 
will take place from 3 to 5 p.m. at Buena Vista 
Park (Mondays), Bob Orach Park (Tuesdays), 
Tunnel Park (Wednesdays), Newlove Community 
Building (Thursdays), and Russell Park (Fridays). 
Registration isn’t required to participate, and rain 
will cancel programming. Direct questions to 
(805) 925-0951, Ext. 2260. m

Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor wrote this week’s 
Spotlight. Reach her at toconnor@santamariasun.com.

SCREENSHOT OF OPENTRAILS MAP

OPEN OR CLOSED? Trails highlighted in red depict closures, green depicts open for all types 
of recreating, and gold indicates limited access to foot traffic only, now viewable in Los Padres 
ForestWatch’s new web app. 
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BATARA, FLORENTINO, 82, of Los Osos 
passed away 2/02/2023 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

BEAN, SPENCER GERROLD, 19, of  
Los Osos passed away 1/06/2023 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial 
Park

BIGGS, KEVIN JOHN, 58, of Lompoc, passed 
away 1/22/2023 arrangements with Starbuck-
Lind Mortuary

BLAKE, NELDA BEATRICE, 88, of Morro 
Bay passed away 1/03/2023 arrangements with 
Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

CANABA, OBDULIA “JULIE”, 74, of 
Lompoc passed away 1/27/2023 arrangements 
with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

CASTILLO, VICTORIA, 95, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/03/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

COPELAND, ZAKARY, 48, of Paso Robles 
passed away 1/16/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

CUMMINGS, JAMES ROBERT, 100, of 
Atascadero passed away 1/31/2023 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

CUSSINS, DOROTHY, 89, of Paso Robles 
passed away 1/30/2023 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

DEBOW, MARGARET ANN, 89, of Lompoc 
passed away 1/30/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

DELGADO, ALEJANDRO, 50, of Lompoc, 
passed away 1/26/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

DOOLEY, STEPHEN, 62, of Atascadero 
passed away 1/25/2023 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

ELAM, CATHERINE, 96, of Lompoc, passed 
away 1/18/2023 arrangements with Starbuck- 
Lind Mortuary

GARCIA, MARIA AUGUSTA, 97, of Santa 
Maria passed away 1/31/2023 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

GAUDIN, STEPHEN P., 63, of Lompoc, 
passed away 1/15/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

HOLMDAHL, B. DEWAYNE, 84, of Lompoc 
passed away 1/22/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

KEIR, DAVID, 94, of Cambria passed away 
1/29/2023 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

KIRKPATRICK, MICHELLE RENEE, 63, of 
Los Osos passed away 1/05/2023 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial 
Park

LEVITAN, HANNAH ALEXANDRA, 31, of 
Nipomo passed away 1/07/2023 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial 
Park

MANESS, PAUL M., 71, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MAYSEY, MICHAEL, 74, of Grover Beach 
passed away 1/29/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

MILLER, RITA B., 86, of Lompoc, passed 
away 1/22/2023 arrangements with Starbuck-
Lind Mortuary

MILLER, GARY LEON, 76, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/04/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MONSON, ARLENE, 92, of Arroyo Grande 
passed away 1/29/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

OCHS, WILLIAM CARL, 89, of Lompoc 
passed away 1/23/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

OLSEN, ERIC JONLEY, 74, of Morro Bay 
passed away 1/19/2023 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

PORTER, TIFFANY ANN, 40, of Lompoc 
passed away 1/09/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

RICHARDSON, RONALD, 67, of Paso Robles 
passed away 1/31/2023 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

SEDERHOLM, CHARLES, 85, of Orcutt 
passed away 2/05/2023 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

SEYMOUR, ROBERT FRANKLYN, 85, of 
Guadalupe, passed away 1/13/2023 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

SHARP, JASON CHRISTOPHER, 44, of 
Atascadero passed away 12/23/2022 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

SLOAN, JAMES ALBERT, 97, of Lompoc 
passed away 1/23/2023 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

STOODLEY, PHD., ROLAND VAN, 91, of 
Santa Maria passed away 2/03/2023 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

VERNON, KENNY, 75, of Santa Maria passed 
away 1/27/2023 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

WILKERSON, CURTIS, 68, of Grover Beach 
passed away 1/27/2023 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

XU, YINGTI, 78, of Santa Maria passed away 
1/31/2023 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

DEATH NOTICES
For Obituary info call (805) 347-1968 or email obituaries@newtimesslo.com
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COMMENTARY

ONLINE POLL

BY RON FINK

Did you notice that your natural gas bill 
went through the roof last month? Well, 
at our house we did, so I did a little 

research to � nd out why.
 When many of you vote, or for those who 
don’t vote, you may think that what goes on in 
Sacramento or Washington, D.C., has little to 
do with your daily routines. � ink again. You 
pay for what they think is good for you.
 On the back of your natural gas bill, you 
will notice a “gas commodity” charge. � e 
Southern California Gas Company explains it 
this way on its website: “SoCalGas does not set 
the price for natural gas. Instead, natural gas 
prices are determined by national and regional 
markets. SoCalGas buys natural gas in those 
markets on behalf of residential and small 
business customers, and the cost of buying 
that gas is billed to those customers with no 
markup, meaning SoCalGas does 
not pro� t from the movement of gas 
commodity prices.”
 Basically, it’s supply and demand that 
dictate the cost of the gas they provide you to 
heat your home, heat your shower water, dry 
your clothes, and cook your food. As a matter 
of record, because of the poor energy policies 
of our state government and Santa Barbara 
County, California only produces 10 percent of 
the amount of natural gas needed to serve the 
state; the rest is imported from other states.
 Meanwhile, Powering California reports 
that “California has the capacity to produce 
more than 50 percent of our in-state 
resources,” but those sources have been shut 
down as result of poorly thought-out energy 
polices. “Energy 
self-su�  ciency also provides stability and 
protects Californians from 
the tumultuous geopolitical 
turmoil in many of the 
foreign countries from where 
we import most of our oil.”
 In other words, if we use 
the petroleum resources 
under our feet, the price 

of natural gas will go 
down.

When President Joe 
Biden was campaigning, 
he “declared war” on the 

fossil fuel industry and immediately set about 
impacting the production of oil and natural 
gas; thus, the availability (supply) of natural 
gas shrank. In addition, the administration 
decided to deplete oil storage reserves and 
send gas supplies to Europe due to the war in 
Ukraine.
 Gov. Gavin Newsom has the same energy 
strategy, and Santa Barbara County was way 
ahead of the curve on this and all but banned 
oil production in our county a few years ago; 
so, Biden would be pleased with the actions of 
California’s political leadership.
 To put this in context, there was no gas 
commodity charge on my gas bill prior to 
Biden’s election. � e � rst gas commodity 
charge appeared in January 2022, and it was 
$.65 per therm; in the same month of 2023 it is 
has risen $2.72 per therm.
 At our house we use the heater for about 
an hour a day, have the water heater set at 
medium, and cook one meal a day. Our gas 
commodity charge was $20.83 in January 2022 
and $114.36 last month for the same number 
of therms. Some people told me that their 
total bill exceeded $400 last month.
 On Jan. 31, SoCalGas announced that “if 
a customer received a $300 bill for January 
usage, that same usage would result in a bill 
of about $135 for February usage. While 
prices in the Western region have signi� cantly 
decreased from the prices seen in January, 
they remain higher than last year when the 
average SoCalGas residential bill for February 
usage was $99.” 
 It appears that Biden’s fossil fuel war is 
really a war on retirees with � xed incomes and 
low/medium income voters of our state. � us, 
it isn’t the uber-rich environmental elites who 

pay the price of these policies; 
it’s you and me.

My friends, many of you 
voted for the governor, the 
current Board of Supervisors 
majority, and our current 
president’s fossil fuel action 

plan. � e gas commodity charge is just one of 
many ways you are paying for the incredibly 
irresponsible actions of the politicians you 
elected.
 Your gas stove, home heater, dryer, and 
water heater are on the list of things that have 
been deemed demonic in the minds of the idle 
rich who have nothing better to do than wreak 
havoc on us commoners. It doesn’t matter 
what political party, race, gender, or age group 
you are in, they fully intend to force their way 
on you no matter how much it costs.

What better way to make their “green 
energy” point than to starve the supply of 
gasoline, diesel, and natural gas so that we will 
be led to believe that all-electric is the way to 
economic freedom. 

Once again slow-thinking politicians are 
not considering the supply side of producing 
electricity either; wind and solar power are not 
going to save the day.
 Remember, historically once prices go 
up, they stay up. For those of you who keep 
electing these people, you have only yourself 
to blame. ❍

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. 
Send a letter for publication to letters@
santamariasun.com.

Thank you, Rapid Rehousing
 I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Rachel M. and Melanie M. at Rapid 
Rehousing (as they lived up to their name), as 
well as Denice S. and Priscilla L. at City Net, 
and Mary M. and Kathy O.—all of them were 
on top of their game to get me quickly housed 
and away from my stalker and the many other 
undesirables who stalk the night and the alleys 
on the street.
 Once again, thank you all for jobs well done.

Cameron L.
Santa Maria

Guadalupe is overdue 
for a real levee
 � ank you for praising the Guadalupe 
community for coming together on the 9th 
and 10th of January to help the � ooded-out 
people (“� e little town that could,” Jan. 19).
 Since this � ooding occurs periodically 
(as the mayor said, four times in 30 years) 
it should behoove the county, the state, and 
the feds to get a levee in place to stop this 
from happening. � e (now) levee stops at the 
railroad bridge and is only earthen land aided 
by willows from then on under the Highway 
1 crossing over the Santa Maria River and on 
out to the ocean. � e city has been asking for 
this for years.  
 � e least that could be done is to channel 
the river to keep it from free-� owing side to 
side and breaking through earthen berms 
the farmers put there to help with the usually 
heavy rains the end of December, through 
January and February .  
 As a longtime resident (actually native 
of Guadalupe), I and many others will keep 
repeating the mantra that the area needs a 
real levee.

Shirley Boydstun
Guadalupe



What do you think about new 
legislation that would require 
Narcan at all public school sites?
48% Narcan’s a life-saving measure,
 necessary in all public spaces.
19% It’s a good idea and will provide 
 extra safety at schools. 
19% It’s not necessary.
14% Not sure. It’s an important step, 
 but we should focus on keeping 
 opioids out of schools.

21 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

WRITE NOW! We want to know 
what you think about 

everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450 
Skyway Drive, suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You can also fax it 
(1-805-546-8641) or e-mail it (letters@santamariasun.com). 
All letters must include a name, address, and phone number 
for verification purposes; may be edited for space or clarity; 
and will be posted to santamariasun.com.
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A political plot?
Ever-increasing gas bills are hardly natural
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Nobody likes housing development. 
Except for possibly Santa Maria, which 
doesn’t seem to have very much opposition 

to building homes or apartments. That city is all-
in. And its residents are too—unless, of course, 
the housing aims to provide shelter for folks who 
don’t have it. Then there’s a problem. 
 But I digress. The point is that everyone 
agrees this state is in the middle of a gigantic 
housing crisis, but no one wants to fix that 
crisis in their own backyards. 
 One couple from Carpinteria expressed how 
disappointed they were with Santa Barbara 
County that their “valley” was “targeted 
for development” in the recently released 
2023-31 housing element, which aims to 
comply with state housing mandates. What 
about the “traffic, pollution, water use, sewage, 
and further squeezing of ag out of the valley,” Carp 
residents Jon and Sue Lewis asked in a public 
comment letter. 
 “The supervisors need to focus on putting 
development where it makes sense (i.e. Orcutt, 
Lompoc, Santa Maria) and not add to our issues 
on the South Coast,” they wrote. 
 Yeah! Put that housing elsewhere—in areas 
that are nowhere near us. They can have traffic, 
pollution, water use, sewage, and squeeze ag out 
of their own valleys. People can commute to 
their jobs. They don’t need to live next to them. 
 The Lewises clearly don’t see the right “issues”—
because they’re good, so it’s all good, right? 
 California’s requiring the county to make 
room for eight times more housing units than 
was required in the last eight-year housing 
cycle. The state is asking the county to make it 
so developers can build more than 4,000 units 
in South County’s unincorporated areas and 
1,500 in North County. So, Sue and John, it’s 

actually the state that’s targeting your valley! 
 And for good reason. County Planning and 
Development Director Lisa Plowman said 
retaining and recruiting employees is a tough 
task—housing prices are out of control. Even 
with an adequate supply of money, it’s hard to 
buy or even rent a place to live because there 

aren’t any available. The Lewises don’t seem to 
see that as an issue. 
    “Right now, just on the South Coast, 

less than 8 percent of renters are able 
to afford a median-priced house,” 

Plowman said. 
    That’s ridiculous. 

 “A third of our employees live in 
another county,” Plowman said. 

 That’s also ridiculous. 
 Plowman added that many residents already 

commute from North County or another 
county to get to their jobs on a daily basis. 
 “You have parents driving two-plus hours 
every day commuting,” she said. “We need to 
meet the needs of where the workers are.” 
 All those economy-stimulating jobs on the 
South Coast don’t have the housing to match. If 
there wasn’t a jobs-housing imbalance, the state 
wouldn’t be requiring the city of Santa Barbara 
to build 8,000 units by 2031.
 Santa Maria has to build 5,000 units—and 
I have absolute faith the city’s going to hit that 
target. There are already thousands of units in 
the planning pipeline. 
 Meanwhile, in Santa Barbara, a developer 
recently decided it was too onerous and 
cumbersome to build housing downtown and 
opted to build a hotel instead. Ridiculous. ❍
 
The Canary thinks the South Coast is ridiculous. 
Send housing units to canary@santamariasun.com.

South Coast NIMBYs
Opinion

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm

AD PROVIDED BY

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, vaccinated 
and microchipped.

(805) 878-0807

Little Bear
Age: 2 years  

11 months
Breed: Doberman 

Pinscher/Rottweiler
Sex: Male

Weight: 88 lbs.

Dallas
Age: 3 years  
9 months
Breed: Domestic 
Shorthair
Sex: Male
Weight: 15 lbs.

The Maxim in Real Estate

This ad 
provided 

by:

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE
Anyone can help!

(805) 878-0807

Can I crash on your 
couch for awhile?
Ask us about our Foster Program

Butters is a white 
2-1/2 year old 
chihuahua mix who 
would love to stay 
with her puppy, Bella. 
Both are very gentle, 
sweet, obedient 
and completely 
housetrained. They 

love to play together, 
sleep together, and keep 
each other company. 
Both love people and 
are very social, although 
Bella is a bit shy at 
first, Butters gives her 
confidance. Together 
they are perfect!

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457 
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

centralcoastspca.org
(805) 937-1766

BellaBella

ButtersButters

CONTACT US FOR A DEMO TODAY! 
805-546-8208 or info@My805Tix.com

TICKET WITH US!

• FREE local ticketing service

•  FREE marketing promotion 
from New Times and Sun

• Local customer service

•  Support local journalism

&

POWERED BY:

My805Tix.com

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968 advertising@santamariasun.com

SPECIAL PUBLICATION

Don’t miss this opportunity to reach over 100,000 readers, 
party planners, brides, and grooms all looking to plan a 
memorable wedding on the Central Coast!

WEDDINGS
BOOK YOUR AD BY:  
February 17

PUBLICATION DATE:  
February 23
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Bici Centro has been in our community since 2017.
Read on to learn more about our shop and 
our other community programs.

Bici Centro is part of MOVE Santa Barbara County, a nonprofit organization
proudly serving you for 25 years. Our mission is to make walking, cycling, and

public transit safer and easier for you and your family. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Santa Maria has
a community 
bike shop!

HELP US CREATE SAFER, 
HAPPIER COMMUNITIES

Join our MOVE Member Program
Become a member for only $40 per year to support
Santa Maria becoming a better place to live. 
Donate at MoveSBCounty.org/donate

Become a Corporate Donor
Show your organization’s support by becoming 
a Corporate Donor and access to great programs,
advertising and staff incentives. 
Contact Heather@MoveSBCounty.org

Volunteer at Bici Centro
Hone your bicycle mechanics skills by volunteering 
at Bici Centro, our community bike shop, refurbishing
bikes for the Santa Maria community. 
Contact Ken@MoveSBCounty.org

Feel the Joy of Teaching
Volunteer to teach a child how to ride a bike at one 
of our educational programs. 
Contact Terrence@MoveSBCounty.org

Advocate for a Safer Community
Voice your concerns in support of safer streets and better 
bus service by becoming a sustainable transportation advocate.
Contact Jose@MoveSBCounty.org

310 E Oak St, Santa Maria, CA 93454 
805.697.1297
www.MoveSBCounty.org

any bicycle, parts, 
or repair!

10% off 

Bring this flyer to 
Bici Centro and get 
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WE'RE EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITY

MOVE Santa Barbara County's mission is to support 
a vibrant, connected network of communities 
where walking, bicycling and bus service 
is safe, accessible, and efficient for all. 
Here's how we do it...

01 Community Bike Shop
At Bici Centro, we recycle bicycles and provide them 
to the public at low cost. You can bring your bike for 
repairs, buy parts, and work with an experienced mechanic 
to learn how to fix your bike. Or you can volunteer to help others. 

Last year, in Santa Maria we served over 1,300 customers and sold
over 100 discounted bikes.

Visit Bici Centro in Santa Maria at 310 E Oak St.
Or give us a call 805.697.1297
The shop is open Mon to Sat 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Teach Kids to Ride
We partner with elementary schools across Santa Barbara County
and teach youth to ride. This school year in Santa Maria, we
taught 800 students safe riding skills. And we are growing! The
Santa Maria Bonita School District has adopted MOVE’s bicycle
education program and we will be helping them to launch the
program for all students. 

03 Bike to Nature Program
MOVE provides access to nature for youth – by bike! Teens 
in our program visit parks while learning how to ride safely 
on streets, take their bikes on transit, outfit a bicycle for
transportation, learn roadside maintenance and engage in 
the civic process to be a community advocate. 

02

04 Advocating for Better Mobility
MOVE takes action for change in our community. We advocate
for people-focused community spaces and are working with
Santa Maria city staff and officials to develop safer, more
connected sidewalks and bikeways, as well as better bus service.

bikes, parts 
and repair!

10% off 

Bring this 
flyer and get 
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ARTS
SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

THE RIVER BRIDE BY MARISELA 
TREVIÑO ORTA Marisela Treviño Orta 
describes her lyrical play as a “grim latino 
fairy tale” swimming with mystery, family, 
true-love, and unexpected visitors. Feb. 
16-March 5 $49. 805-922-8313. pcpa.org/
events/the-river-bride. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College, 
Santa Maria.
BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING DANCE 
CLASSES Social ballroom, Latin, and 
swing lessons for all ages on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. Beginner and advance 
classes. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. 
$45-$55. 805-928-7799. Kleindancesarts.
com. KleinDance Arts, 3558 Skyway Drive, 
suite A, Santa Maria.
BILINGUAL STORY TIME: HORA DE 
CUENTOS Features songs, activities, and 
stories in English and Spanish. Feb. 13 
Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
DANCE CLASSES: EVERYBODY CAN 
DANCE Classes available for all skill 
levels. Class sizes limited. ongoing 
Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753, 
everybodycandance.webs.com/.
LEARN CALIFORNIA’S OFFICIAL DANCE: 
WEST COAST SWING Learn west coast 
swing in a casual, friendly environment, 
taught by Texas state swing champion, 
Gina Sigman. No partner needed. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:15 p.m. Beginning class 
is free; $10 for advanced. 805-344-1630. 
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 S. 
Bradley Rd., #118, Orcutt.
MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO ACADEMY 

Learn to play piano, drums, guitar, base, 
ukulele, or violin, or take vocal lessons. 
ongoing 805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com/
Lessons/lessons.html. Coelho Academy of 
Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Designed to 
help kids ages 3 to 6 build literacy skills 
and school readiness, all while having a 
great time. Feb. 13 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50 
years and up, at no charge. Participants 
will learn to play chords, melodies, and 
familiar songs. Five baritone ukuleles 
are available to borrow, or class 
members may bring one of their own. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. anc.apm.activecommunities.com/
santamaria/activity/search?activity_
keyword=ukulele. Elwin Mussell Senior 
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.
VALLEY READS BOOK CLUB Second 
Saturday of every month, 2 p.m. Free. 
805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org/city-
government/departments/library. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
WINE AND DESIGN CLASSES Check 
Wine and Design’s Orcutt website for the 
complete list of classes, for various ages. 
ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/
orcutt. Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt 
Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

SANTA YNEZ VALLE Y

DUNES: VISIONS OF SAND, LIGHT, AND 
SHADOW Traverse the sand dunes with 
Central Coast photographer Bob Canepa 
in the Wildling Museum’s new Valley Oak 
Gallery exhibition. Receptions: Sept. 11 
and Oct. 9. Through March 23, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 

1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, 
wildlingmuseum.org.
LEARN CALIFORNIA’S OFFICIAL DANCE: 
WEST COAST SWING Learn to dance 
west coast swing in a casual, friendly 
environment. No partner needed. Taught 
by Gina Sigman. Thursdays, 6:30-8:15 p.m. 
Beginning class is free; $10 for advanced. 
805-344-1630. High Roller Tiki Lounge, 433 
Alisal Road, Solvang.
SEEING OURSELVES IN COLOR The 
exhibition, Seeing Ourselves in Colour, 
showcases Annie Hoffman’s innate ability 
to capture the feelings and emotions of 
those she paints and brings a whimsy 
and light to her work. Mondays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. through Feb. 28 Free. 805-
688-7517. gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los 
Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.
WILDLIFE ON THE EDGE: HILARY BAKER 
New and recent acrylic paintings from 
Baker’s Predators series alongside a new 
series of animal portraits on birch wood. 
From a group of common pigeons to an 
elusive cougar, Baker’s subjects make 
themselves at home in urban locales. 
Through March 6 Wildling Museum of Art 
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT BY SUSANNE 
SCHENCK “The Quest for Hidden Gems in 
California” at Cypress Gallery by Susanne 
Schenck. Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. through Feb. 26 Free. 805-737-1129. 
Cypress Gallery, 119 E Cypress Ave., 
Lompoc, lompocart.org.
WE FOUND LOVE: DRAG SHOW Hosted by 
the fabulous Pandora Mystere. Featuring 
local drag queens BB Delusional, Cleo Van 
Scarlett, Nova Cane, and Krystal. Feb. 
11, 6 & 9 p.m. my805tix.com. Flower City 
Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

MIXED MEDIA (ADULTS) Each week, 
attendees will combine two or more 
media in several pieces, while working 
with watercolor, acrylic, ink, pastels, 
charcoal as well as various printmaking 
techniques in the course of a month. 
Enjoy discovering new ways to work with 
traditional and nontraditional materials. 
Mondays, 1-3 p.m. $35. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-6 AND 
7-12 For ages 5-6 (Mondays) and 7-12 
(Tuesdays). Mondays, Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 
p.m. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. 
suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-7 Each week 
students will have the opportunity to 
explore and combine various mediums 
like pastels with tempera, watercolors and 
collage, or clay and wood and so much 
more. Mondays, 3:30-4:45 p.m. $25. 805-
668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.
MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP (AGES 
7-12) Come explore mixed media with an 
emphasis on the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Design. Each week, students 
will have the opportunity to use various 
media. Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45 p.m. $25. 805-
668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.
OPEN STUDIO (AGES 7-12) Guests can 
explore a variety of media and techniques 
while focusing on their own subject 
matter. Whether they come with a project 
in mind, or find their way as they play, this 
class offers a chance for independent 
learning in a supportive environment. 
Thursdays, 3:45-4:45 p.m. $25. 805-668-

2125. lila.community/all-workshops/open-
studio. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East 
Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
OPEN STUDIO FOR ADULTS Guests can 
come in and decide what materials they 
would like to work with and create freely. 
Share your creative process with others 
and see how your work will flourish. 
Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. and Wednesdays, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $40. 805-668-2125. Lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
PLAY, EXPLORE, CREATE (AGES 5-7) 
Young artists will play at various stations, 
exploring games, and mixed media. 
There will be a new activity each week. 
Wonderful opportunities for drawing, 
painting, and sculpture. Tuesdays, 9-10 
a.m. $25. 805-668-2125. lila.community. 
LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand 
Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.
PLAY, EXPLORE, CREATE 1 (AGES 3 
AND 4) Enjoy the opportunity to explore 
drawing, painting, collage, sculpture, 
and mixed media. Each week a new 
adventure awaits. Thursdays, 2-3 p.m. and 
Fridays, 9-10 a.m. $25. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

A.I.M BY KYLE ABRAHAM: AN UNTITLED 
LOVE Kyle Abraham is one of the most 
sought after choreographers and dancers 
of our generation. The bold creator has 
choreographed for New York City Ballet, 
NYCB dancer Wendy Whelan, Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater, and more. An 
Untitled Love is Abraham’s new evening-
length work. Feb. 9, 7:30-9 p.m. $30-$60. 
805-756-6556. Performing Arts Center, 1 
Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, pacslo.org.
ALL LEVELS POTTERY CLASSES Anam 
Cre is a pottery studio that offers a variety 
of classes. This specific class is open to any 
level. Teachers are present for questions, 
but the class feels more like an open studio 
time for potters. Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. $40. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., 
San Luis Obispo, anamcre.com.
ART EXHIBIT: NEEDLING Featuring the 
Cutting Edge Fiber Art Group. Reception 
on March 4. Through April 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
gallery/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
ART WORKSHOP: LOVE LETTER BOOK 
WITH LYNDEE SING Join Lyndee Sing in 
a half-day workshop at Art Central and 
create a customized love letter valentine 
accordion book. Bring your own photos, 
letters, and memorabilia. Feb. 11, 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. $75 per person. 805-747-4200. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis 
Obispo, artcentralslo.wordpress.com.
ARTIST RIKI SCHUMACHER AT ART 
CENTRAL GALLERY Schumacher’s work 
is pensive and introspective, inspiring one 
to take a solitary walk on a cloudy day. 
Walk-in to eflect on her “delicious, wistful 
landscapes.” Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Sundays, 12-4 p.m. Free. 805-747-
4200. artcentralslo.com/gallery-artists/. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
CERAMIC LESSONS AND MORE Now 
offering private one-on-one and group 
lessons in the ceramic arts. Both hand 
building and wheel throwing options. 
Beginners welcomed. ongoing 805-835-
5893. hmcruceceramics.com/. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS Beginning with 
monoprints and photography from the 
1980s, this exhibition follows the lineage of 
Nixson Borah’s practice towards his recent 
digital composites. Through April 3, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/
exhibits/current/. San Luis Obispo Museum 
of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
FREE DOCENT TOURS Gain a deeper 
understanding of the artwork on 
view with SLOMA’s new docent tours. 
Every Saturday, join trained guides for 
interactive and engaging tours of SLOMA’s 
current exhibitions. ongoing, 11-11:30 a.m. 
Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/visit/
tours/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
HILDA KILPATRICK-FREYRE: ART 
SHOW Hilda is influenced by California 
paintings, as well as impressionists. Her 
work is vibrant and she paints local nature 
scenes. Through Feb. 14 805-545-5401. 
bigskycafe.com. Big Sky Cafe, 1121 Broad 
Street, San Luis Obispo.

LOVE IS IN THE FLAIR
On Tuesday, Feb. 14, the Tavern at Zaca Creek in Buellton will host 
Speed Dating, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Attendees must be single and 
at least 21 years old to participate in this Valentine’s Day event. 
Admission is $20 (not including the required one drink minimum for 
entry). Complimentary tapas will be served. To RSVP for the event, 
call (805) 688-2412 or email info@zaca-creek.com. The Tavern at 
Zaca Creek is located at 1297 Jonata Park Road, Buellton.

—Caleb Wiseblood

FILE COURTESY PHOTO BY MICHELLE RAMIREZ PHOTOGRAPHY

ARTS continued page 18

New Times and the Sun now share their community listings for a complete Central Coast calendar running 
from SLO County through northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online by logging in with your 
Google, Facebook, or Twitter account at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@newtimesslo.com. 
Deadline is one week before the issue date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing and approval. 
Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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325 E. Betteravia Rd. Suite B-4 
SANTA MARIA 

(805) 925-0464
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Locally owned and operated

INSTRUMENT SALES, RENTALS, 
REPAIRS & ACCESSORIES
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OVER 50 YEARS 
OF TEACHING 

MUSIC

PRIVATE, IN 
PERSON LESSONS 
FOR ALL LEVELS

Sunday, Mar 12, 2023 · 3pm

Singing  
Her Story

Presented by:
CANZONA WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE

Does your organization sell tickets? 
Get more exposure and sell more tickets with a local 

media partner. Call 805-546-8208 for more info.

ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

United Methodist Church,  
San Luis Obispo

ON SALE NOW!

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

MY805TIX.COM

HOME/WORK Features the work of 14 
contemporary artists whose work questions 
our collective experiences of home: Brandy Eve 
Allen, Zalika Azim, Kate Barbee, Phoebe Boswell, 
Andrea Bowers, Allana Clarke, Geoffrey Chadsey, 
Judy Chicago, Mary Kelly, Emmett Moore, Sophia 
Narrett, Woody de Othello, Greg Scott, and 
Chiffon Thomas. Through March 5, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/exhibition/
home-work/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
INTERMEDIATE OIL PAINTING: ADULT ART 
CLASS This class is for students who may have 
tried oil painting in the past but are looking 
to advance their skill levels. Color theory and 
proportion study will be a focus in the class. 
Mondays, 2-5 p.m. $30 per student or $75 for 
3 classes. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.
INTRO TO OIL PAINTING WITH SPENCER 
COLLINS The perfect class for those wanting to 
try oil painting for the first time. Discuss color 
theory, layering paint, and how to use various 
media. Each student will create a dynamic 
landscape using a reference image provided 
by the teacher. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
through March 30 $35 per class. 559-250-3081. 
The perfect class for those wanting to try oil 
painting for the first time. Guests discuss color 
theory, layering paint, and how to use various 
media. For ages 16 and over. Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. $30 per class or $100 for 4 classes. 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-
events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
LEARN TO WEAVE MONDAYS An opportunity 
to learn how a four-shaft loom works. You 
will get acquainted as a new weaver or as 
a refresher with lots of tips and tricks. This 
class includes getting to know a loom, how to 
prepare/dress a loom, and much much more. 
Mondays, 1-4 p.m. $75 monthly. 805-441-8257. 
Patricia Martin: Whispering Vista Studios, 
224 Squire Canyon Rd, San Luis Obispo, 
patriciamartinartist.com.
PICKET PAINTING PARTY Decorative picket 
purchasing opportunities are available to show 
your support and help fund maintenance and 
educational programs in the Children’s Garden. 
Second Saturday of every month, 1-4 p.m. $75 
per picket or 2 for $100. 805-541-1400. slobg.org. 
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy 
Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.
PLEIN AIR PAINTERS OF THE CENTRAL 
COAST A self-directed fun group of dynamic 
artists who enjoy painting and sketching 
outdoors. Artists meet on site at various 
locations. Weekly plein air destinations are 
provided by Kirsti Wothe via email (mrswothe@
yahoo.com). Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-noon SLO 
County, Various locations, San Luis Obispo.
THE POSSIBILITIES OF MUSHROOMS 
Features a conversation between researcher 
Danielle Stevenson and Dirty Laundry artist 
Minga Opazo as they discuss the possibilities 
of mushrooms as organisms, decomposers, 
and alternative materials to address some of 
the world’s most pressing issues. Feb. 13, 6-7 
p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/the-
possibilities-of-mushrooms/. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
RING OF FIRE: THE MUSIC OF JOHNNY CASH 
From the songbook of Johnny Cash comes 
this unique, original musical about love and 
faith, struggle and success, rowdiness and 
redemption, and the healing power of home 
and family. Feb. 10-March 12 slorep.org. San 
Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440.
ROCK SCISSORS PAPER, SLUG FROG 
SNAKE: ARTWORK BY JOOLEE KANG Pen 
and ink drawings, paper sculptures, and 
digital animations by Korean artist JooLee 
Kang focus on the complicated interactions 
between humans and nature, and the symbiotic 
relationship between the two. Mondays-
Fridays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through March 10 Free. 
805-546-3201. cuesta.edu. Harold J. Miossi 
Gallery, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.
SECOND SATURDAYS AT SLOMA 
Intergenerational learning and creative 
expression for children of all ages. Families 
are invited to SLOMA’s lawn to learn about the 
visual arts together using our unique activity 
kits and create an art project inspired by our 
exhibitions. Second Saturday of every month, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/
events/second-saturdays/. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO NIGHTWRITERS: A COMMUNITY OF 
WRITERS SLO NightWriters supports local 
writers with monthly presentations, critique 
groups, contests, and other events. Second 
Tuesday of every month, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. 
805-703-3132. slonightwriters.org. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
TINY POTTERS: WISE ONES AND WEE ONES 
PAINT For ages 4 to 6. Kids have the option to 
paint animals and other subjects. Tuesdays, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. $30. anamcre.com/booking. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
VIRGINIA MACK: BEGINNING WATERCOLOR 
This is a watercolor class designed to let you 
jump in and try out this engaging medium 
through experimentation. It’s designed 
for beginners and those with watercolor 
experience who wish to expand their 
knowledge of painting in watercolors. To enroll 
please contact Mack via email: vbmack@
charter.net Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m. $35. 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-
events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.
WALT WHITMAN GAY MEN’S BOOK CLUB 
This club reads, studies and discusses books 
chosen by the group which relate to their lives 
as gay men. All are welcome. Second Monday 
of every month, 7-9:30 p.m. Free. galacc.org/
events/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

DEMO: TELLING YOUR STORY AND BRINGING 
VIBRANCY AND ENERGY INTO YOUR WORK 
MBAA is proud to present a free demo by Toni 
Danchik who will talk about her story and the 
context for her “Africa” inspired paintings and 
her demo will feature her Plein Air process and 
procedures to bring vibrancy and energy into 
her work. Feb. 13, 3-5 p.m. Free. 805-772-2504. 
artcentermorrobay.org. Art Center Morro Bay, 
835 Main St., Morro Bay.
FOR THE BIRDS Art Center Morro Bay presents 
its annual For the Birds exhibit. This exciting 
exhibition celebrates Morro Bay’s vast array 
of indigenous species of birds and all things 
bird-related. Through Feb. 20, 12-4 p.m. Free. 
805-772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org. Art 
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.
FOREVER STOKED PAINT PARTY Join us 
at the gallery, for a few hours to travel on a 
creative paint journey. You will receive as 
much or as little instruction as you prefer. No 
artistic experience is necessary. Saturdays, 7-9 
p.m. $45. 805-772-9095. Forever Stoked, 1164 
Quintana Rd., Morro Bay.
METAL ART BY TRUDI GILLIAM Gilliam creates 
her sculptures using copper, brass, nickel/
silver, and found objects. This new series 
of whales and birds uses copper and sea 
glass. ongoing 805-772-9955. Seven Sisters 
Gallery, 601 Embarcadero Ste. 8, Morro Bay, 
sevensistersgalleryca.com.

MOSAIC TRIVET WORKSHOP During this 
workshop, you will learn how to design and 
create a mosaic trivet. You will learn how to 
select materials, lay out a pleasing pattern, 
and adhere the tiles to the trivet base. You 
will learn how to properly grout and seal your 
project. ongoing, 1-4 p.m. $60. 805-772-2504. 
artcentermorrobay.org/index.php/workshops/. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.
THE PLEIN AIR TEAM Acrylic artist, Nancy 
Lynn, and husband, watercolorist, Robert 
Fleming, have an ongoing show of originals 
and giclee prints of Morro Bay and local 
birds. ongoing 805-772-9955. Seven Sisters 
Gallery, 601 Embarcadero Ste. 8, Morro Bay, 
sevensistersgalleryca.com.
SECOND SATURDAYS Come by and see the 
Featured Artists Shows, find gifts for your 
loved ones, surprises for yourself, and meet the 
artists featured in the incredible gallery. Second 
Saturday of every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-
772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery 
at Marina Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, 
Morro Bay.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA 
MARIA/ORCUTT Community Partners in 
Caring is seeking volunteers to help support 
dependent older adults and seniors. ongoing 
partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria, Citywide, 
Santa Maria.
BILINGUAL STORY TIME: HORA DE CUENTOS 
Enjoy songs, activities, and stories in English 
and Spanish. Story time is designed to build 
literacy skills and school readiness, all while 
having a great time. Feb. 13 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BOUNCING BABY STORY TIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Explore pre-
literacy skills through music, movement, and 
visual stimulation and promote a healthy 
bond between baby and caregiver. Learn, 
connect, and grow with other babies and their 
caregivers. For ages 0-12 months. Feb. 15 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria.
BOUNCING BABY STORYTIME: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Explore pre-
literacy skills through music, movement, and 
visual stimulation and promote a healthy 
bond between baby and caregiver. Learn, 
connect, and grow with other babies and 
their caregivers. For ages 0-12 months. 
Wednesdays. through Feb. 22 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30-
9:30 a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis 
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
GROUP WALKS AND HIKES Check website for 
the remainder of this year’s group hike dates 
and private hike offerings. ongoing 805-343-
2455. dunescenter.org. Guadalupe-Nipomo 
Dunes Center, 1065 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe.
HOMEWORK HELP: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Volunteer tutors are available to 
help with assignments and work on skills. 
For children in grades K-6. First come, first 
served; no sign-ups are required. No events 
scheduled between April 10 and 13. Mondays-
Thursdays. through May 25 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
LET’S BLOW OFF SOME STEAM: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Curious preschoolers 
and caregivers, come to a special story time 
filled with exploration and discovery. Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math themes 
will be explored through stories and discovered 
through hands-on activities. Come dressed for 
mess. For ages 3-5. Feb. 10 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
ORCUTT MINERAL SOCIETY Second Tuesday 
of every month Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Story time is designed to 
build literacy skills and school readiness, all 
while having a great time. This fun story time will 
have songs, fingerplays, and stories. For ages 3 
to 6. Mondays. through Feb. 20 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA COIN CLUB: MONTHLY 
MEETING Coin collectors of all ages invited. 
Bring coins for free appraisals. Third Wednesday 
of every month, 7 p.m. Yearly membership: $20-
$25. 805-937-3158. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 
510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM TOURS The collection includes 
late 1800’s-early 1900’s Engine used by the 
Betteravia Union Sugar Company, a 1930’s 
Sacramento Northern box car, and more. 
Second Saturday of every month, 12-4 p.m. 
smvrhm.com. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller 
and Boone Streets, Santa Maria.
SMVGS MEETING Visitors welcome. Contact 
smvgs.org for program and location info. Third 
Thursday of every month, 2:15-4 p.m. smvgs.org. 
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society, 908 
Sierra Madre, Santa Maria.
TEEN BOLT: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Teens, help shape the future of your Library. 
Discussions during BOLT will help determine 
teen program themes, and BOLT members will 
have the opportunity to help plan and run teen 
programs. Light snacks will be provided. Feb. 
10 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. 
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.
TODDLER TIME: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY High-energy learning experience 
for toddlers and caregivers. Grow through 
stories, movement, and music. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays. through Feb. 23 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site 
or call to learn about various virtual workshop 
offerings. ongoing Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. 
Broadway, suite B, Santa Maria, 805-748-2539, 
unwindsantamaria.com.
YOUTH CODING AND CULTURE: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Learn how to code and make 
a difference through coding, STEM careers, 
and more. Ages 9-14. Registration required. 
Thursdays. through Feb. 23 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
YOUTH POKEMON CLUB: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Join other Pokémon trainers 
at the popular Pokémon Club. Learn how to 
play the Pokémon Trading Card game and 
participate in other fun activities. Bring a deck 
from home to battle or use one from the library. 
Feb. 11 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
YOUTH SEW MUCH FUN CLUB: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Youth will learn to sew, learn 
the basics of a machine and sewing by hand, 
or practice skills with the club. Materials will 
be provided. Youth are welcome to bring fabric 
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ARTS from page 17

Hot Stuff FEBRUARY 9 - FEBRUARY 19, 2023

OH, THE PLACES YOU’LL GO
The Quest for Hidden Gems of California, a new photography 
exhibition at the Cypress Gallery in Lompoc, debuted in early 
February and is scheduled to remain on display through Tuesday, Feb. 
28. This solo showcase highlights a collection of photos by featured 
artist Susanne Schenck. Visit lompocart.org to find out more about the 
exhibit. The Cypress Gallery is located at 119 E. Cypress Ave., Lompoc.

—C.W.

COURTESY PHOTO BY SUSANNE SCHENCK
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com 
SELL YOUR TICKETS WITH US AND SEE YOUR EVENT HERE

POWERED BY: &

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?  
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

Scan QR code with camera to sign up for 
the weekly Ticket Wire newsletter and 
get all the latest events each Wednesday.

We Found Love: Drag Show
(Two Shows: 6pm & 9pm)
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11  

Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Mo Betta Jazz: An Afternoon  
of Jazz and Brunch

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11  
Mint + Craft, SLO

Symphony of the Vines:  
Whimsical Woodwinds
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12  

Cass Winery, Paso Robles

9th Annual Southern Exposure 
Garagiste Wine Festival

FRI & SAT, FEBRUARY 10 & 11  
Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall

Point San Luis Lighthouse Tours 
SATURDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 

Virtual Tours Available On Demand   
Avila Beach

Shakti: Embodying  
the Goddess

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
9th Limb Yoga, Morro Bay

Stand-Up Comedy  
Hosted by Jason Bournonville

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Nature Nights: Immersive Outdoor 
Holiday Light & Art Exhibition
FRI, SAT, SUN THRU MARCH 19

SLO Botanical Garden

Be Hoppy Tours: Sip of SLO 
Brewery/Cidery Tours

THURSDAYS & SUNDAYS THRU JUNE 29 
Begin and end at CC Brewing, SLO

Be Hoppy Tours:  
Friday Hoppy Hour Tours
 FRIDAYS THRU JUNE 30 

Begin and end at CC Brewing, SLO

By the Sea Productions:  
The Psychic

FRI, SAT, SUN, FEB. 17–MARCH 12  
545 Shasta Ave, Morro Bay

Rival Cults with guest bands  
Closer to Death & New Clementine 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

SELL TICKETS 
WITH US!

It’s free! Contact us for more info: 

805-546-8208
info@My805Tix.com

The Only Ocean with guests 
Goodgrief and Radiation Invasion

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Yoga/Shuttle to the Lighthouse 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

SLO County Jazz:  
Ernie Watts - Bill Cunliffe Duo

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18  
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church, SLO

Anomaly House presents: 
Mindscape, An Evening of Trance

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Michael Nowak and Friends present 
Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  
Trinity United Methodist, Los Osos

Barrel Room Concert:  
Monterey County Line
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19  

Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Treat Yo’ Self with Breda SLO:  
A Decadent Chocolate Experience

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20  
Mistura, SLO

Laugh Therapy  
Stand-Up Comedy

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22  
Maverick Saloon, Santa Ynez

Musica Latina en Vivo: 
La Marcha Sound

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

Freedom Heartsong, Catok,  
The Band Carter, Petunia Swoon

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
Flower City Ballroom, Lompoc

SLO Comedy Festival
(17 Events)

THURS, FRI, SAT, FEB. 23–25  
Multiple venues: SLO, Avila, Paso

Orcutt Children’s Arts 
Foundation Gala

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25  
Radisson Hotel, Santa Maria
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from home. Feb. 15 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BEGINNER GROUP SURF LESSONS AND 
SURF CAMPS Lessons and camp packages 
available daily. All equipment included. 
ongoing Starts at $70. 805-835-7873. 
sandbarsurf.com/. Sandbar Surf School 
Meetup Spot, 110 Park Ave., Pismo Beach.
FREE YOGA FOR FIRST RESPONDERS, 
EMS, AND COMMUNITY CARETAKERS 
Join for some well-deserved self-care. 
Anyone including fire, EMS, police, hospital 
workers, medical staff, assisted living 
caretakers, etc. is welcome. All yoga 
abilities are encouraged to attend. Please 
email empoweryoga805@gmail.com in 
advance to enroll. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
805-619-0989. Empower Yoga Studio and 
Community Boutique, 775 W. Grand Ave., 
Grover Beach, empoweryoga805.com.
HOMESHARESLO COFFEE CHAT Join 
representatives of HomeShareSLO 
for information about our programs. 
Potential home providers, seekers, or 
volunteers are welcome to this free chat. 
Third Wednesday of every month, 3-4 
p.m. through Feb. 18 Free. 805-215-5474. 
smartsharehousingsolutions.org. Panera 
Bread, 1390 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.
HUELL HOWSER MEMORIAL NATURE 
WALK View first-hand the first blushes 
of spring as the native flora and fauna 
emerge from winter’s rest. Feb. 11, 9 
a.m.-noon my805tix.com. Oso Flaco Lake 
Natural Area, Oso Flaco Lake Rd., Nipomo, 
805-343-2455.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WATCH 
AND CLOCK COLLECTORS, CHPT. 52 
Come join a friendly meeting of watch 
and clock collectors. Members bring 
watches and clocks to show, plus there 
are discussions of all things horological. 
Second Sunday of every month, 1:30-3 
p.m. 805-547-1715. new.nawcc.org/index.
php/chapter-52-los-padres. Central Coast 
Senior Center, 1580 Railroad St., Oceano.
PILATES AND SHUTTLE TO THE 
LIGHTHOUSE Shuttle and enjoy the world 
class views on your way to the Point San 
Luis Lighthouse for a one of a kind Pilates 
session led by Vanessa Dominguez of 
Tabula Rasa Pilates. Check website link 
for dates and times. Through Feb. 18 
my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE TOURS 
Tours will give you a glimpse into the lives 
of Lighthouse Keepers and their families, 
while helping keep our jewel of the Central 
Coast preserved and protected. Check 
website for more details. Wednesdays, 
Saturdays pointsanluislighthouse.org/. 
Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse 
Rd., Avila Beach.
SOCIAL GROUP FOR WIDOWS AND 
WIDOWERS Call for more details. Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 a.m. 805-904-
6615. Oak Park Christian Church, 386 N Oak 
Park Blvd., Grover Beach.
WEEKLY WATER SAFETY LESSONS 
Facility advertised as open and safe. Give 
the office a call to register over the phone. 
Mondays-Fridays $160-$190. 805-481-
6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, 
Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ACORN ADVENTURES: FAMILY FREE 
DAY Part of Free Family Day, the day of 
the month when admission to the garden 
is waived all day for all guests. Feb. 12, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805-541-1400. slobg.org/. 
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 
Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.
BARS AND BOUNCE CLINIC Build 
whole-body strength swinging on 
bars and bouncing on trampolines. No 
experience is necessary. For ages 5 to 17. 
Feb. 11, 1:15-3:15 p.m. $25 for first child; 
$10 per additional child. 805-547-1496. 
performanceathleticsslo.com/events. 
Performance Athletics Gymnastics, 4484 
Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
BEYOND MINDFULNESS Realize 
your potential through individualized 
meditation instruction with an 

experienced teacher via Zoom. This class 
is for those who wish to begin a practice 
or seek to deepen an existing one. Flexible 
days and times. Certified with IMTA. Email 
or text for information. Mondays-Sundays, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Sliding scale. 559-905-
9274. theartofsilence.net. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
CAL HOPE SLO GROUPS AT TMHA Visit 
website for full list of weekly Zoom groups 
available. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays calhopeconnect.org. Transitions 
Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.
CENTRAL COAST POLYAMORY 
(VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) Hosting a 
discussion group featuring different topics 
relating to ethical non-monogamy every 
month. Virtually meet via Zoom. Third 
Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.
ELECTRIFY YOUR LIFE: TOP WAYS TO 
DITCH FOSSIL FUELS Join the Community 
Environmental Council’s webinar to learn 
how one family kicked their daily fossil fuel 
habit, and how you and your family can too. 
Feb. 16, 12-1:15 p.m. Free. cecsb.org/. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.
EVER IMAGING PARENT RETREAT This 
parent retreat is all about creating space 
to imagine and connect together. Guided 
by three dynamic, leading educators: 
John Matteson, Angel Adams Parham, 
and Heidi White. Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. $75. 805-548-8700. sloclassical.org/
everimagining/. SLOCA High School, 1111 
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.
FAMILY FREE DAY: STEAM FAIR 
Admission to the garden is waived all 
day for all guests. This month, enjoy the 
STEAM Fair, with fun activities in science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math 
throughout the Children’s Garden. Feb. 12, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805-541-1400. slobg.org. 
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 
Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.
THE GRIEF RECOVERY METHOD (ZOOM) 
Part of the Cuesta College Community 
Educational Series. Call or go online for 
more details. Tuesdays, 6 a.m.-8 p.m. 
through March 21 $150 includes book. 714-
273-9014. griefrecoverymethod.com.  
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.
HEALING DEPRESSION SUPPORT 
GROUP A safe place for anyone suffering 
from the pain of depression. We do not 
criticize but do share our journey, feelings, 
and what works for us. We can meet in 
person or use Zoom if needed. Mondays, 
6-7 p.m. Free. 805-528-3194. Hope House 
Wellness Center, 1306 Nipomo St., San 
Luis Obispo.
JUSTICE SUNDAY: THE ROLE OF 
LIBRARIES IN SOCIETY In light of 
increasing book bans nationwide, 
librarians are 
being singled 
out with threats 
against their 
livelihoods and 
safety. The history 
of libraries, their 
contributions to a 
free society and 
how libraries’ 
collections are chosen are some topics to 
be presented. Free refreshments served. 
Feb. 12, 11 a.m. 805-544-2133. mtcarmelslo.
org/. Mount Carmel Lutheran Church, 1701 
Fredericks St., San Luis Obispo.
LGBTQ+ FED THERAPIST LEAD 
SUPPORT GROUP (VIRTUALLY VIA 
ZOOM) A pro-recovery group offering 
space to those seeking peer support, all 
stages of ED recovery. We understand 
recovery isn’t linear and judgment-free 
support is crucial. Share, listen, and be 
part of a community building up each 
other. Third Wednesday of every month, 
7-8 p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.
MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION 
(ONLINE MEETING) Zoom series hosted 
by TMHA. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Transitions 
Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.
NATURE NIGHTS: VALENTINE’S DAY 
An immersive light and art exhibition 
for the entire family featuring Bryn 
Forbes’ large format projections, Michael 

Reddell’s wire sculpture, and Kody Cava’s 
colorfully creative illumination of garden 
areas. Wine, beer, and food available for 
purchase. Feb. 14, 6-8 p.m. $14.75-$24.75. 
805-541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo 
Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., 
San Luis Obispo.
Q YOUTH GROUP (VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) 
This is a social support group for LGBTQ+ 
and questioning youth between the ages 
of 11-18. Each week the group explores 
personal, cultural, and social identity. 
Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. galacc.org/events/. 
Online, San Luis Obispo.
QUEER SPEED DATING Friends in the 
queer community are invited to come out 
for fun “speed dating” event. Romantic 
or platonic, this is to meant to build 
community; come by to meet new friends, 
and maybe a lover (or two). Limited 
seating; free ticket required to attend. 
Feb. 10, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Free. 805-292-
1500. twobroadscider.com. Two Broads 
Ciderworks, 3427 Roberto Ct., suite 130, 
San Luis Obispo.
SLO LEZ B FRIENDS (VIRTUALLY VIA 
ZOOM) A good core group of friends who 
gather to discuss topics we love/ care 
about from movies, outings, music, or 
being new to the area. We come from all 
walks of life and most importantly support 
each other. Transgender and Nonbinary 
folks welcome. Third Friday of every month, 
6:30-9 p.m. Free. sloqueer.groups.io/g/
lezbfriends. Online, See website,  
San Luis Obispo.
SLO NOONTIME TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
MEETINGS Want to improve speaking 
and leadership skills in a supportive and 
positive environment? During COVID, we 
are meeting virtually. Contact us to get a 
meeting link for info. Tuesdays, 12-1 p.m. 
Free. slonoontime.toastmastersclubs.org. 
Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.
SLO RAM RETIRED ACTIVE MEN COFFEE 
CABINET Weekly Coffee Cabinet meeting 
of the SLO RAM Active Retired Men, a 
local men’s social club. Click ‘Contact’ on 
website for invite. Thursdays, 8-9:30 a.m. 
$10. retiredactivemen.org. Madonna Inn 
Garden Room, 100 Madonna Road,  
San Luis Obispo.
SNEAK PEEK Interested in what goes 
on at SLOCA? SLOCA welcomes curious 
prospective parents and their pre-8th 
students to meet teachers and staff. 
Feb. 16, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 805-548-8700. 
sloclassical.org. SLO Classical Academy, 
165 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.
SUNDAY EVENING RAP LGBTQ+ 
AA GROUP (VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) 
Alcoholics Anonymous is a voluntary, 
worldwide fellowship of folks from all walks 
of life who together, attain and maintain 
sobriety. Requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop drinking. Email aarapgroup@

gmail.com for 
password access. 
Sundays, 7-8 p.m. 
No fee. galacc.org/
events/. Online, 
San Luis Obispo.
TAI CHI AND 
QIGONG 
FITNESS ONLINE 
Gentle but 

powerful physical exercises to improve 
balance, posture, and overall well being. 
Wednesdays, 8:25-10:35 a.m. through 
May 24 $77. 805-549-1222. ae.slcusd.org. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.
TAICHI AND QIGONG ONLINE With Gary 
West through SLO Adult School. Held 
Wednesdays, at 8:25 a.m. (TaiChi) and 
9:35 a.m. (QiGong). Wednesdays. through 
May 25 $77 for semester. 805-549-1222. 
ae.slcusd.org. Online, See website,  
San Luis Obispo.
TECH BREW MEETUP Tech Brew is a free 
networking event where people interested 
in technology can hang out in an informal 
environment with a small TEDtalk-like 
presentation from an interesting speaker. 
Learn more online. Second Monday of 
every month, 5-7 p.m. 805-323-6706. 
meetup.com/softec/. StoryLabs, 102 Cross 
St, Suite 220, San Luis Obispo.
TRANS* TUESDAY A safe space 
providing peer-to-peer support for trans, 
gender non-conforming, non-binary, 
and questioning people. In-person 

and Zoom meetings held. Contact 
tranzcentralcoast@gmail.com for more 
details. Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. GALA 
Pride and Diversity Center, 1060 Palm 
Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-541-4252.
TRANS* YOUTH PEER SUPPORT GROUP 
This group is a safe place for trans* and 
gender non-conforming people, as well 
as those questioning, from ages of 11 to 
18. A facilitated emotional support group 
to be heard, share your story, and hear 
stories that may sound surprisingly like 
your own. Second Tuesday of every month, 
6-8 p.m. Free. GALA Pride and Diversity 
Center, 1060 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, 
805-541-4252.
VERTEBRATE AND INSECT PESTS OF 
THE HOME GARDEN The Los Osos Valley 
Garden Club hosts guest speaker Kim 
Wilson, Master Gardener. Kim will explain 
the basics of identifying vertebrate pests 
and how to control them safely, as well as 
the most common insect pests and how 
to control them safely. Zoom event. Feb. 
16, 6:45-7:45 p.m. Free. lovgardenclub.org. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

SHAKTI: EMBODYING THE GODDESS 
This four-class series will explore the 
iconography, mythology, and devotional 
practices of 4 goddesses: Durga, Kali, 
Saraswati, and Laksmi. Guided by Dawn 
Feuerberg, certified classical ashtanga 
yoga teacher and tantra meditation 
instructor. Feb. 9, 5:15-6:45 p.m. $44; $148 
for series. 805-540-1762. my805tix.com. 
9th Limb Yoga, 845 Napa Ave., Morro Bay.

FOOD & 
DRINK

SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

CANDLELIT VALENTINES DINNER Treat 
your sweetheart to a 4-course farm-to-
table dinner from Chef Daniel Horn, with 
wine pairings. Dinner will take place in 
the intimate, romantic Hudson dining 
room. Feb. 11, 7-9 a.m. $95. 661-766-2825. 
cuyamabuckhorn.com. Cuyama Buckhorn, 
4923 Primero St., New Cuyama.
FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS AT COSTA DE ORO 
Featured vendors in the series include Cali 
Coast Tacos, Cubanissimo, Danny’s Pizza 
Co., Chef Ricks, and more. Call venue for 
monthly schedules. Fridays 805-922-1468. 
costadeorowines.com. Costa De Oro 
Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson Ave., Santa Maria.
FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS AT WINE STONE 
INN Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 
255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532, 
winestoneinn.com/.
PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call 
or go online to make a reservation to 
taste at the winery or find more info on 
the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing 
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile 
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 
805-937-8110.
TACO TUESDAY Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wine 
Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-
332-3532, winestoneinn.com/.

SANTA YNEZ VALLE Y

NINTH ANNUAL SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 
GARAGISTE WINE FESTIVAL Taste over 
100 ultra-premium wines from 30 hard-
to-find micro-wineries from the Central 
Coast. Feb. 10 and Feb. 11 my805tix.com. 
Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall, 1745 
Mission Drive, Solvang.
PAINT AND SIP Join Art Social 805 at Zaca 
Mesa, where you will paint the featured 
image while sipping on wine. Entry fee 
includes your first glass of liquid courage 
is included, as well as all your painting 
materials. Feb. 12, 1-3 p.m. $50. 805-688-
9339. zacamesa.com. Zaca Mesa Winery, 
6905 Foxen Canyon Road, Los Olivos.
SECOND SATURDAY OPEN AIR MARKET: 
LOS ALAMOS A carefully curated open air 
artisan and farm market. Features great 
vintage finds, handwoven and hand dyed 
textiles, hand-spun yarn, organic body care 
products, and locally grown organic eats. 
Second Saturday of every month, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Free. 805-722-4338. Sisters Gifts and 
Home, 349 Bell Street, Los Alamos.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

HEAD GAMES TRIVIA AND TACO 
TUESDAYS CLASH Don’t miss Head Games 
Trivia at COLD Coast Brewing Company 
every Tuesday night. Teams can be up to 6 
members. Earn prizes and bragging rights. 
Kekas will be serving their delicious local 
fare. Fun for all ages. Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. 
Free. 805-819-0723. coldcoastbrewing.com. 
COLD Coast Brewing Company, 118 W Ocean 
Ave, Lompoc.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

DOWNTOWN SLO FARMERS MARKET 
Thursdays, 6-9 p.m. Downtown SLO, 
Multiple locations, San Luis Obispo.
KIDS’ PARTY PARADISE: BUDDY 
BANQUET Drop your kiddos off at Kids’ 
Party Paradise for a night of pizza, dessert, 
a movie, and gymnastics fun. For ages 4 
to 13. Feb. 11, 5-9:30 p.m. $50-$70. 805-
547-1496. performanceathleticsslo.com/
events. Performance Athletics Gymnastics, 
4484 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. CHICKEN 
BARBECUE Super Bowl Sunday feast 
funds Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Scholarships. Barbecued chicken, baked 
beans, potato salad, garlic bread. Eat in 
or take out. Since 1968, this event has 
provided 600 scholarships to college-
bound teens graduating from SLO area 
high schools. Feb. 12, 12-3 p.m. $15. 
mlkfund.org. SLO Elks Lodge, 222 Elks Lane, 
San Luis Obispo.

MUSIC
SANTA MARIA VALLE Y/LOS AL AMOS

THE HOMESTEAD: LIVE MUSIC ON THE 
PATIO Check the Homestead’s Facebook 
page for details on live music events. 
Fridays, Saturdays The Homestead, 105 
W. Clark Ave, Old Orcutt, 805-287-9891, 
thehomesteadoldorcutt.com.
LIVE ROMANTIC ACOUSTIC MUSIC 
WITH VICTORIA BAILEY Come see 
singer-songwriter Victoria Bailey perform 
live at Cuyama Buckhorn for Valentines’s 
Day. Grab a drink and/or some eats, and 
enjoy the show. Feb. 10, 6-9 a.m. Free. 661-
766-2825. cuyamabuckhorn.com. Cuyama 
Buckhorn, 4923 Primero St., New Cuyama.
MUSIC AT ROSCOE’S KITCHEN Live DJ 
and karaoke every Friday and Saturday 
night. Featured acts include Soul Fyah 
Band, DJ Nasty, DJ Jovas, and more. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. and Feb. 
12, 3-7 p.m. Roscoe’s Kitchen, 229 Town 
Center E, Santa Maria, 805-623-8866.
A VALENTINE’S DANCE The Santa Maria 
Valley Senior Citizens Club presents a 
“A Valentine’s Dance” with Riptide Big 
Band. Free thanks to grant funding from 
Community Foundation of San Luis Obispo 
County. Feb. 12, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-813-
5186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior 
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA YNEZ VALLE Y

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 
2-6 p.m. Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 
W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208, 
brickbarnwineestate.com.
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY CONCERT 
SERIES: 42ND SEASON The SYV Concert 
Series’ 2022-23 season includes five 
upcoming concerts, between October 
and May. Through May 13 smitv.org/
syv-concert-series.html. St. Mark’s in the 
Valley Episcopal Church, 2901 Nojoqui 
Ave., Los Olivos.
TAKÁCS QUARTET LIVE The world-
renowned Takács Quartet is entering its 
48th season. Features Edward Dusinberre, 
Harumi Rhodes (violins), Richard O’Neill 
(viola), and András Fejér (cello). Feb. 19, 4 
p.m. smitv.org/syv-concert-series.html. St. 
Mark’s in the Valley Episcopal Church, 2901 
Nojoqui Ave., Los Olivos.
WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Brick Barn 
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 
805-686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

JASON STOLL LIVE With a repertoire 
ranging from classical to “jazzical,” 
he has performed widely as a soloist 
in the US and Europe, and with 

orchestras nationwide. Presented by 
the Lompoc Concert Association. Feb. 11 
lompocconcert.org. First United Methodist 
Church, 925 North F St., Lompoc.
LOMPOC CONCERT ASSOCIATION: 
2022-23 SEASON Visit website for full 
list of the Lompoc Concert Association’s 
2022-23 programming. Through March 18 
lompocconcert.org. First United Methodist 
Church, 925 North F St., Lompoc.
THE ONLY OCEAN, GOODGRIEF, 
AND RADIATION INVASION: LIVE IN 
CONCERT All ages welcome. Feb. 18, 6 
p.m. my805tix.com. Flower City Ballroom, 
110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.
RIVAL CULTS, CLOSER TO DEATH, AND 
NEW CLEMENTINE: LIVE IN CONCERT 
All ages welcome. Feb. 17, 8 p.m. Free 
admission. my805tix.com. Flower City 
Ballroom, 110 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CUESTA MUSIC FACULTY SPRING 
CONCERT Help the dedicated Performing 
Arts Music Faculty raise essential 
scholarship funds for Cuesta College 
music students. Feb. 10, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
$10-$25. tickets.cuesta.edu. Cuesta 
College Cultural and Performing Arts 
Center, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.
DJ B.TRU An evening DJ set featuring 
Mushroom Jazz and Roots Reggae and 
delicious ciders on tap. Held in the tasting 
room and patio. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. 805-
721-6878. SLO Cider, 3419 Roberto Ct., Suite 
C, San Luis Obispo.
EASTON EVERETT SOLO Enjoy some 
indie-acoustic, live music. Thursdays, 
5:30-7:30 p.m. eastoneverett.com. Big Sky 
Cafe, 1121 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo.
JAZZ AT THE MINT: AN AFTERNOON OF 
JAZZ AND BRUNCH Enjoy live jazz and 
R&B with brunch. Feb. 11 $28 donation. 
my805tix.com. Mint + Craft, 848 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-632-9191.
LIVE MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. 
Enjoy live music by local favorites. Wine 
available by the flight, glass, or bottle. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 6-9 p.m. Ragtag 
Wine Co., 779 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 
805-439-0774, ragtagwineco.com.
LIVE MUSIC FROM GUITAR WIZ BILLY 
FOPPIANO AND MAD DOG Join “Guitar 
Wiz” Billy Foppiano and his trusty side kick 
Mad Dog for a mix of blues, R&B, and more. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-544-2100.  
Bon Temps Creole Cafe, 1819 Osos Street, 
San Luis Obispo, bontempscreolecafe.com.
THE LONE BELLOW Their music 
embraces the dynamics of bluegrass and 
gospel, the fire of rock and roll, and the 
passion of the blues, while sharing tales 
of folks trying to make something of their 
lives, sometimes against long odds. Feb. 
15, 7:30-9 p.m. $35-$55. 805-756-6556. 
Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand Ave., San 
Luis Obispo, pacslo.org.
OPEN MIC NIGHT IN THE TASTING ROOM 
Kelsey Rae hosts this open mic event for 
music and comedy in the tasting room. 
Second Thursday of every month, 7-9 p.m. 
Free show. 805-721-6878. SLO Cider, 3419 
Roberto Ct., Suite C, San Luis Obispo.
SLO BREW LIVE AND NUMBSKULL 
PRESENTS: THE FRIGHTS The Frights 
are an American surf punk band formed in 
Poway, California, in 2012. Since 2017, the 
band has consisted of Mikey Carnevale 
(lead vocals, guitar), Richard Dotson (bass 
guitar, backing vocals), Marc Finn (drums), 
and Jordan Clark (lead guitar, backing 
vocals). Feb. 16, 7 p.m. $25. slobrew.com. 
SLO Brew Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl.,  
San Luis Obispo, 805-543-1843.
SUNDAY MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. 
Enjoy live music by local favorites. Wine 
available by the flight, glass, or bottle. 
Sundays, 4-7 p.m. Ragtag Wine Co., 779 
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 805-439-0774, 
ragtagwineco.com.
THEE SACRED SOULS LIVE The band’s 
first club dates led to a record deal 
with the revered Daptone label; their 
first singles racked up more than ten 
million streams in a year and garnered 
attention from Billboard, according to 
press materials. Feb. 14, 7 p.m. and Feb. 
15, 7 p.m. $35. slobrew.com. SLO Brew 
Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 
805-543-1843. m
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Welcome to Freedom

Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events at any time without notice. Must be 21 or older.  
Gambling problem? Call 1.800.GAMBLER.

ALWAYS AMAZING.
NEVER ROUTINE.

GEORGE CLINTON
MARCH 4 | SATURDAY | 8PM

PARMALEE
APRIL 28 | FRIDAY | 8PM

ON SALE FEBRUARY 10

LOS HURACANES  
DEL NORTE

APRIL 7 | FRIDAY | 8PM
ON SALE FEBRUARY 10

AARON LEWIS
MAY 19 | FRIDAY | 8PM
ON SALE FEBRUARY 10

Great Snacks · Cold Beer · Hwy 1 Oceano · 805-489-2499 · americanmelodrama.com 

FREE 
SMALL POPCORN!

Expires 3/25. Limit one per order

ON SALE 
NOW

FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 25
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Arts Briefs
State recognizes three 
county schools for 
exemplary arts education

 In late January, Tony Thurmond, state superintendent 
of public instruction, announced that three Santa Barbara 
County schools were selected by the California Department of 
Education (CDE) to receive the 2023 California Exemplary Arts 
Education Award. 
 The three awardees are Los Berros Visual and Performing 
Arts Academy (Lompoc Unified School District), Cold Spring 
School (Cold Spring School District), and Franklin Elementary 
School (Santa Barbara Unified School District). Each awardee 
will hold the title for three years, according to the Santa 
Barbara County Education Office.
 “We are grateful to these schools for demonstrating a 
strong commitment to quality arts education for all students, 
and for promoting social-emotional well-being and increased 
academic performance through arts education,” Susan 
Salcido (pictured), Santa Barbara County Superintendent of 
Schools, said in press materials. “Imagination, wonder, and 
creativity are essential in our schools, and arts education 
provides a way for students to dream, aspire, and achieve.”
 According to press materials, for a school to be eligible for 
the Exemplary Arts Education Award, the school must offer 
at least three arts disciplines during the regular school day 
and ensure that arts instruction is accessible to all student 
populations. For more info, visit cde.ca.gov.

Wildling Museum seeks 
environmental art 
proposals for upcoming 
10-month installation

 For the past two years, the Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature has commissioned artists to develop environmentally 
themed art installations in the venue’s Michele Kuelbs Tower 
Gallery. The museum is currently seeking proposals for its 
next tower installation, and artists who reside in the counties 
of Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and Los Angeles 
are invited to apply. The deadline for proposal submissions is 
Wednesday, March 1.
 In accordance with this year’s theme, applicants for the 
2023 installation are asked to submit proposals that focus on 
ocean and underwater motifs and “explore an environmental 
topic—whether climate change, plastic pollution, overfishing, 
or similar environmental issues,” according to press materials 
from the Wildling Museum.
 The selected finalist’s installation will be on view in the 
Michele Kuelbs Tower Gallery from May 2023 through March, 
2024. Details on proposal submissions and required materials 
are available online at wildlingmuseum.org. Past installations 
in the tower gallery have included artist Holli Haromon’s The 
Nature of Clouds (pictured).
 For additional info, call the Wildling Museum at (805) 
688-1082. The museum is located at 1511 Mission Drive, unit B, 
Solvang. m
 
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Some kids want to be physicians 
when they grow up. But during 
his childhood, local comedian 

Sal España wanted to be one doctor 
in particular.
 While growing up in San Pedro 
in the 1970s, España was a big fan 
of radio broadcaster Barry Hansen, 
aka Dr. Demento. As a teen, España 
often worked on spoof songs with 
his friends to submit to The Dr. 
Demento Radio Show for on-air 
consideration.
 “We wrote song parodies, and 
he played them, which was really 
great when you’re 16, 13 years old,” 
said España, who co-manages a 
monthly, live comedy show—Laugh 
Therapy—in Santa Ynez nowadays, 
and leads his own comedy sets at a 
handful of Central Coast venues on 
a weekly basis.
 España’s fandom for Dr. 
Demento isn’t the only trait he has 

in common with lampoon legend 
Weird Al Yankovic, who was also 
influenced by the zany radio DJ 
during his youth. Like Yankovic, 
España eventually found himself 
living in San Luis Obispo to attend 
Cal Poly. 
 While majoring in history, 
España combined his love for 
comedy and his college studies by 
writing comedy sketches about 
historical events. At one point, 
España found an opportunity with 
a local theater to perform some of 
his sketches. He later gravitated 
toward performing traditional 
stand-up, and hasn’t stopped over 
the past few decades.
 “The local comic scene is really 
well connected,” España said. “It’s a 
nice cohesive group. There are a lot 
of great comics around here.”
 In the summer of 2021, España 
and his collaborator and fellow 
comedian Paco Zamora set out 

to start a new monthly comedy 
showcase, something to reignite 
the local comedy scene after the 
absence of live stand-up during the 
pandemic.
 “Before the lockdown, we literally 
averaged five shows a week between 
Paso and Lompoc, and all of that 
came to a crashing halt,” España 
recalled. “Some people started 
doing Zoom shows. I never did that 
because I’m kind of a Luddite.”
 “We really have been slowly 
building the scene back, over the 
past year, year and a half,” added 
España, who works with Zamora 
to bring Laugh Therapy events to 
the Maverick Saloon in Santa Ynez 
once a month. “People need to get 
out and laugh and just look at the 
absurdity of life, especially after the 
last couple of years.”
 Zamora came up with the name, 
Laugh Therapy, as a reference to the 
healing power of humor, España 
said. For each show, the duo enlists 

a handful of comedians 
to participate, ranging 
from visiting and local 
comics.

“We bring in comics from LA or 
San Francisco to headline the show, 
and then we always make sure we 
put an opening act who’s a local,” 
said España, who shares hosting 
duties with Zamora. 
 “Paco and I rotate. We alternate 
hosting. So I’ll do a set when he 
hosts, and he’ll do a set when I host,” 
said España, who described the host 
role as “the gatekeeper of the show.”
 “It’s fun to warm up the crowd. I 
always try to keep it happy. I don’t go 
too dark when I’m hosting,” España 
said with a laugh. “I get to do the 
darker stuff when I’m not hosting.”
 After managing the showcase for 
more than a year, España said he 
and Zamora are thankful for how 
well the program has been received 
by audiences so far, and not hearing 
from any hecklers—yet, at least.
 “We’ve been really lucky that we 
haven’t had any major problems 
with that whatsoever,” España said. 
“Knock on wood.” m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is 
knocking on wood too. Hecklers can 
send comments to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MAVERICK SALOON

A SALOON FOR LOONS: Located on Sagunto Street in the 
Santa Ynez Valley, the Maverick Saloon hosts comedy events, 
including Laugh Therapy, music performances, and other live 
entertainment on a regular basis.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUGH THERAPY

BETTER CALL SAL: Laugh Therapy co-producer and co-host Sal España (second 
from left) poses with featured comedians Kym Howell, Anthony Dayo, and Nick 
Malizia (left to right, respectively) at the Jan. 26 showcase.

Arts

HUMOR TO HEAL: Once a month, the Maverick Saloon hosts a live comedy showcase—Laugh Therapy—which brings together a different handful of 
touring and local comics to the venue’s stage for each event.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUGH THERAPY

COURTESY PHOTO BY GEORGE ROSE

Showtime!
Send gallery, stage, 
and cultural festivities to  
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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Google for giggles
For more info on Laugh Therapy, visit the comedy show’s Facebook page. Tickets to Laugh 

Therapy events are available in advance at my805tix.com. The next show will take place on Feb. 22, 
at the Maverick Saloon, located at 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez.

Practical jokers
Laugh Therapy brings local, visiting comics 
to Santa Ynez

ARTS SCENE
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February 25, 2023 - 7:30pm

at Grace Baptist Church, Santa Maria

 Tickets Available Now at
SMPHILHARMONIC.ORG

 
@SantaMariaPhilharmonicSociety

Breaking
Boundaries

 presents

Listen Local Live

Follow Our Footsteps!
Join classes now to perform in 

Sleeping Beauty
Classes for ages 2 through adult!

Come try a class for free!

Call 805-345-5570 or visit everybodycandance.webs.com

Everybody Can Dance
Home of the Santa Maria Civic Ballet

628 S McClelland, Santa Maria

PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  T H E AT R E

GROUPS* 805-928-7731 x.4150 *12 OR
MORE

TICKETS 805-922-8313|PCPA.ORG
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SUN SCREEN

M. Night Shyamalan (Signs, Lady in the Water, Old) 
co-writes and directs this apocalyptic psychological 
horror thriller about a family—husbands Eric 

(Jonathan Groff) and Andrew (Ben Aldridge) and their 
adopted daughter Wen (Kristen Cui)—who are vacationing at 
a remote cabin when four strangers—Leonard (Dave Bautista), 
Sabrina (Nikki Amuka-Bird), Redmond (Rupert Grint), and 
Adriane (Abby Quinn)—arrive, hold them hostage, and tell 
them they must sacrifice one family member to avert the 
apocalypse. (100 min.)

Glen: I still think Shyamalan peaked at his third film, The 
Sixth Sense (1999), which established him as the king of the 
third-act twist, but that hasn’t stopped me from watching 
every new film to see if he’s finally able to top himself. Even 
though his movies tend to be gimmicky, he’s an undeniably 
good director and spins some fascinating tales, and in Knock 
at the Cabin, he’s showing us a much more subtle version of 
his formula. The story, based on Paul Tremblay’s novel The 
Cabin at the End of the World (2018), diverges greatly from 
the novel, but the setup is the same. Eric and Jeff believe the 
event is driven by homophobia, and that one of the assailants 
may be a man who attacked Andrew in a bar 13 years earlier. 
However, the kidnappers are so earnest in their belief that 
the end is near that Eric—raised in a Christian home—
begins to question the truth, especially after devastating 
events unfold on the news.
Anna: The four captors seem to have met on a message board 
and all share strange, apocalyptic visions about the end of 
the world and what must be done to prevent it. Eric and 
Andrew don’t believe them—after all, who would? It sounds 
like group delusion and hysteria. But the first time the young 
family is asked if they will make a sacrifice and they refuse, 
it becomes immediately clear that the four strangers have no 
intention of abandoning their mission. News reports soon 
show that chaos is happening all around the world outside of 

that small cabin. Did they somehow create fake news reports, 
maybe change the time stamp at the bottom of the screen? 
Eric is concussed; it is blurring his perception of reality? We 
also learn about the couple earlier in their relationship and 
the process of adopting Wen as an infant overseas. It truly 
was a compelling movie. I give Shyamalan props with this 
one. His movies can be hit or miss for me, but this one had 
me invested from start to finish.
Glen: It’s an interesting premise, and being cut off from 
phone service at a remote cabin and seeing TV reports of 

worldwide devastation 
would be disorienting. 
Would Christian believers 
even believe it? I mean, 
would a true believer 
think God would make 
such a demand? It’s not 
unprecedented in the 
Bible. After all, God asked 
Abraham to sacrifice his 
son, Isaac. In that story, 
however, before Abraham 
killed his son, God stepped 
in with a ram to replace the 
sacrifice. Faith might be a 
form of madness.
Anna: This plays into the 
idea of where faith can 
drive us, and what we 

choose to believe in pressure-cooker situations. Andrew and 
Eric love each other, and even more so Wen, but they do have 
some fundamental differences. How those play out in this 
heightened situation is pretty interesting to watch. I can’t say 
this movie blew me away, but I was impressed with Bautista—
his performance carries a lot of emotional weight. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and freelancer 
Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen compiles listings. 
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES

CHOOSE: A family—including father, Eric (Jonathan Groff), and daughter, Wen (Kristen Cui)—is 
held hostage by a group of strangers, who tell them they must sacrifice one member to avert the 
apocalypse, in M. Night Shyamalan’s Knock at the Cabin, screening in local theaters.

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT
What’s it rated? R
When? 2022
Where’s it showing? The Palm Theatre in SLO, and on Netflix
 Edward Berger (Jack, Deurshland 83) directs this 
film based on Erich Maria Remarque’s celebrated 1928 
novel about a young German soldier in World War I, who 
experiences terror and distress while stationed on the front 
lines of the Western Front. It’s currently nominated for nine 
Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Visual Effects, 
Best Cinematography, and Best Adapted Screenplay. 
 Felix Kammerer stars as protagonist Paul Bäumer, who 
lies about his age and fakes his father’s signature to enlist in 
the German army, swept up by the youthful exuberance of his 
peers and the jingoism of his culture. It all seems like a grand 
adventure until the horrible reality of war hits, and Paul 
realizes he and his friends are cannon fodder. This is antiwar 
filmmaking at its finest.
 Though available with your Netflix account, this film 
deserves a viewing on the big screen (though its last 
day at the Palm is Feb. 9). The work by cinematographer 
James Friend is spectacular and Oscar-worthy. Kammerer, 

in his feature film debut, is fantastic. The trained theater 
actor turns in a potent performance in this harrowing and 
deeply affecting film. I fully expect it to haul in a few golden 
statues come Academy Awards night. (In German and 
French; 148 min.)

—Glen

THE RECRUIT
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Netflix
 Think of protagonist Owen Hendrick (Noah Centineo) as a 
cheekier and less capable version of Jack Ryan. Owens is not 
former military or a fancy “analyst” for the CIA. He’s a fresh-
out-of-law-school hire who’s immediately taken advantage of 
by the more experienced people in his branch, who send him 
unprepared to question former CIA asset Max Meladze (Laura 
Haddock), who’s in prison and is trying to extort the CIA by 
threatening to release classified information unless they get 
her out. 
 He’s soon in over his head, trying to track down 
information on Max and her former handler, and finds he’s 
sandwiched between international politics and people 
from his own agency. There are some fun moments as 
the inexperienced wiseass fumbles his way through the 
assignment.
 Centineo brings the right amount of charm and cocky 
stupidity to Noah, who seems to have a need to prove himself 
and also manages to display some guts when needed. 
Haddock is dark as sort of a low-rent version of Angelina 
Jolie—angular good looks with an angry tinge. The series 

flags when it spends too much time in CIA cubicles, but it has 
its moments. (eight 55-min. episodes) m

—Glen

BROKEN: Felix Kammerer stars as German 
soldier Paul Bäumer, in All Quiet on the 
Western Front, playing on the big screen at 
The Palm Theatre and streaming on Netflix.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

Film

TV & Film Reviews

KNOCK AT THE CABIN
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
Where’s it showing? Regal 
Edwards RPX Santa Maria, 
Movies Lompoc, Regal Edwards 
Stadium 10 Arroyo Grande

Faith or fantasy?

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

FISH OUT OF WATER: Fledgling CIA lawyer 
Owen Hendrick (Noah Centineo, right) finds 
himself thrust into the world of international 
espionage despite a total lack of training 
when he’s sent to investigate former CIA 
asset Max Meladze (Laura Haddock), in The 
Recruit, streaming on Netflix.
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WINE

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

An upcoming addition to Bien Nacido Vineyard has 
the potential to open the floodgates for countless new 
opportunities at the estate.

 Currently under construction, The Gatehouse—a new 
tasting room and outdoor courtyard area set to open during the 
spring—will grant the general public access to the renowned 
Santa Maria vineyard for the first time in its 50-year history.
 While the gatekeepers behind Bien Nacido already operate a 
tasting room in Los Olivos, there has never been a traditional 
tasting area on the estate grounds, located on Santa Maria Mesa 
Road. 
 “This really marks the first time that we’re opening the estate 
up to the public, which is exciting,” said Elisabeth Rodrigo, brand 
manager for Bien Nacido Vineyard.
 If all goes according to plan, completion of The Gatehouse 
later this year will coincide with Bien Nacido’s 50th anniversary. 

The vineyard was planted in 
1973 by brothers Bob and Steve 
Miller, four years after the pair 
purchased the land.
 Over the next five decades, 
the vineyard’s reputation gained 
international recognition, earning 
spots in top 10, top 25, and 
similar published lists designed to 
chart the world’s most celebrated 
vintners.
 Jerry Ferraro, director of 
hospitality at Bien Nacido, 
believes The Gatehouse will honor 
the vineyard’s historical legacy, 
while kicking off a brand new 
chapter in the estate’s ongoing 
mythos.
 “Hospitality is all about stories, 
it’s about making that connection 
to our guests and to who we are,” 
said Ferraro, who added that not 
only will the public soon have 
access to the new tasting room 
and outdoor courtyard area, but also to new, exclusive tours 
that explore the estate grounds, not previously offered on the 
property.
 The location of The Gatehouse itself is “pivotal to guests’ 
experience,” Ferraro explained, as visitors will be able to take 
in the scenic views of Bien Nacido’s vast estate, whether they’re 

sitting outside on the patio or looking through the tasting room’s 
large windows.
 “Everybody can sit down and drink our wine, while enjoying 
where it’s coming from,” Ferraro said. “We want guests to come 
here to relax, enjoy the weather, enjoy the view.”

IMAGE COURTESY OF BIEN NACIDO VINEYARD

VINTNER VISION: A rendering of The Gatehouse, an upcoming tasting room under construction, shows the vision behind Bien Nacido 
Vineyard’s concept for the venue, set to open during the spring.

PHOTO BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

WINE NOT? Chardonnay and pinot noir are among the wines 
bottled by Bien Nacido Vineyard, which is celebrating its 50th 
year in business this year.

Eats

Grape expectations
For more info on Bien Nacido Vineyard, visit biennacidoestate.com. The Santa 

Maria Valley-based estate’s upcoming tasting room, The Gatehouse, is set to open 
during the spring.

The great estate
Bien Nacido Vineyard develops its first 
Santa Maria tasting room

PHOTO BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

FIRST OF ITS KIND: Bien Nacido Vineyard currently operates a tasting room in Los Olivos, but 
The Gatehouse (pictured), currently in construction, will mark the vintner’s first tasting room to be 
located on its Santa Maria Valley estate.

EATS continued page 26
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1321 South Nicholson Ave
Santa Maria 

805.928.6196

February Drink 
Specials

 Love Potion #9....$11                             
Jamaican Me Crazy....$11

Bourbon Cherry Crush....$12              
  Passionfruit Margarita....$12

Sweetie Martini....$13                          
 Sweetheart Sangria...$9

THE BIG GAMETHE BIG GAME
              Sunday, February 12              Sunday, February 12

At the Coolest Joint in Town!

805 Sponsored Beer Garden
$5 Food Specials

Happy Hour
Raffle Prizes

Party Starts at Noon

Sat, February 25 • 5pm

Orcutt Children’s 
Arts Foundation 

Gala

Presented by:
ORCUTT CHILDREN’S ARTS FOUNDATION

Does your organization sell tickets? 
Get more exposure and sell more tickets with a local 

media partner. Call 805-546-8208 for more info.

ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

Radisson Hotel,  
Santa Maria

ON SALE NOW!

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

MY805TIX.COM

Voted            Wood Fired Pizza &
           Place to go on a First Date!

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805-623-7111 
belloforno.com

DINE AL FRESCO, INDOOR, OR TO-GO 
Great family meals too!

From appetizer to dessert..
Made with Love

BelloForno.com or 805-623-7111

 Best
 Best

♥
♥

 While the first floor of 
The Gatehouse’s interior 
will be open for regular 
tasting room hours and 
offerings, the second 
floor will be home to a 
private room for parties 
to rent for special 
occasions. 
 The Gatehouse also 
includes a kitchen, 
perfect for guest chefs 
and collaborators to host 
special food events at the 
venue, said Ferraro, who 
added that charcuterie 
dishes and other bites 
will be available for 
purchase to wine tasters 
on a regular basis.
 Meanwhile, the 
outdoor courtyard area just outside The 
Gatehouse will have fire pits and other 
amenities to make a comfortable patio space, 
intentionally set against the backdrop of Bien 
Nacido’s idyllic terrain.
 Anthony Avila, Bien Nacido Vineyard’s 
winemaker since 2013, said he’s excited for 
the public to enjoy the estate’s wines on-site, 
walking distance from where the grapes are 
grown.
 One of Avila’s personal 
favorite offerings from the 
winery is the 2020 Bien 
Nacido Estate chardonnay, 
“exclusively sourced from 
vines that were planted in 
1973 that are on their own 
roots,” the winemaker said.

 Avila added that the vines he was referring 
to are just 500 yards southeast of the site of 
The Gatehouse. Like all of Bien Nacido’s wines, 
Avila and his team embraced a “hands-off” 
approach with the 2020 chardonnay.
 “We work really closely with the vineyard 
management team on the farming. We do all 
that so that when we get the fruit to the winery, 
I think it’s mostly our job to stay out of the 
way as much as possible, just to let that terroir 
shine,” Avila said. “We don’t have a whole bag 

of enological tricks that we’re 
adding to the wines.” m

Arts Editor Caleb 
Wiseblood’s got a brand new 
bag (of tricks). Send tricks 
and treats to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

IMAGE COURTESY OF BIEN NACIDO VINEYARD

LOUNGE WITH LIBATIONS: Just outside The Gatehouse, Bien 
Nacido is constructing a new outdoor patio tasting area—with ample 
seating, fire pits, and more—to accompany its forthcoming tasting 
room. 

EATS from page 25

Eats

Share  
tasty tips!
Send tidbits on everything 
food and drink to  
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

MUSIC

FLAVOR/EATS

INFO

CALENDAR

OPINION

NEWS

STROKES

ARTS

Feb 23 | 11 AM- 2PM

Radisson Hotel Santa Maria

contact: yuliana@santamaria.com

  EXPO 2023EXPO 2023    

Networking #SantaMariaStyle

over 80 vendors

+30 businesses hiring

scan for details

JOIN US FOR

 What’s Your Take? We know you’ve got an opinion.  
Everybody’s got one!

Enter your choice online at:  

SantaMariaSun.com
This week’s  
online poll
2/9 – 
2/16

What do you think about the 2023-31 Housing Element? 
m  The state is right to crack down on local jurisdictions, we need more 

housing! 
m  Local jurisdictions should have been making more housing develop 

progress earlier on.
m  It’s a significant jump, and I don’t know if we’ll meet the state’s 

expectations.
m The increased number is pointless, and nothing will change anyway. 
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Real Estate

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY  FOR SALE

1520 E. Donovan · $1,695,000 
Great location. Property located in 
the Northeast side of Santa Maria. 
Rare M-2 industrial/manufacturing 
zoning. 1.6 acre parcel. Easy access 

to Highway 101. 
(Do not enter property without an appointment.)

*Contact your agent for more information*

WE TAKE THE HEADACHE OUT OF 
PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT

P R I C E  R E D U C E D

Call for more information
Available NOW!

ARROYO GRANDE
1110 SUNSET DR. #D

1 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $1645 Deposit $1645

SANTA MARIA
1979 S. MILLER ST.
3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom

2-Car Garage
Rent $2900 Deposit $2900
602 N. BENWILEY #A

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $2150 Deposit $2150
602 N. BENWILEY #B

2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
Rent $2000 Deposit $2000

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.netwww.WhyUSAProperties.net

3919 Crestmont Drive, Orcutt
Location, location, location! Super cute Orcutt area home on a large lot walking distance to multiple 
Orcutt schools. This great home boasts 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms as well as living and family room 
areas. The huge backyard is a blank slate with endless possibilities! There could potentially be room for 
an ADU. This is an AS-IS sale. Call your agent to schedule an appointment to view this great home in a 
fantastic neighborhood! All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. (CR391) $535,000

NOW ACCEPTING NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW LISTINGSNEW LISTINGS

CLASSIESCLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the FOR SALE 
(items under $200) and GARAGE SALE sections for two weeks

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

MISCELLANEOUS
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 months with CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & entertainment anywhere. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low Monthly Payment Options. Re-
quest a FREE Quote -Call now before the next power outage: 1-844-
439-5645 (SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter protection.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (cal-SCAN)

LAWN & GARDEN
JT’s Maintenance

Mow and Go with rates so low! (805) 440-4207

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 805-
440-4207

MARKETPLACE
Pets & Livestock

MARKETPLACE
Autos & Boats

MARKETPLACE
Business Services

MARKETPLACE
Home & Garden

Marketplace

WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES
Fastest Cash- Any Condition! Residential and Commercial 
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned and operated 25 years. 1-909-536-
2060 (Cal-SCAN)

25% OFF

MIX N’ MATCH

Grover Beach License #: C10-0000388-LIC  | Morro Bay License #:C10-0000797-LIC 
NHCD ISPENSAR I ES .COM

Flowers & Chocolates!

RESTRICTIONS APPLY. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR MORE DEALS

MORRO BAY | 495 MORRO BAY BLVD.
GROVER BEACH | 998 HUSTON ST.

VALENTINE’S DAY 2/14

ALL PAPA & BARKLEY™ PRODUCTS
CHOCOLATES, TOPICALS & TINCTURES

PROMO CODE: PAPA25

BUY ANY (2) 3.5G CONNECTED™ OR ALIEN LABS™ 
FLOWER & GET A PROMO LIVE RESIN DISPOSABLE 

FOR $4.20. PROMO CODE: LABSB2G1

EVERY TUESDAY IN FEBRUARY

DOUBLE POINTS TUESDAYS
GET 2X REWARDS POINTS ON ALL

GLASS HOUSE FARMS™ & PLUS™ PURCHASES

SHOP NOW!

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO VIEW ALL

THE NEW DEALS

PRE M IUM CAN NAB IS
DISPE NSARY

ENGLISH MASTIFF 
PUPPIES FOR SALE
Looking for their 
forever homes. 
Will be ready by 
Valentines Day. They 
will be large breed, 
loving, gentle, and a 
great family pet. 
Call/txt Rosie  
(805) 451-9811155142

Just $15/week

Submit one image and  
25 words of description

The cutoff to list your ad  
in Thursday’s paper  
is Monday at 2pm

SELL YOUR 
VEHICLE 

IN OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

Email  
classifieds@

newtimesslo.com
Or call (805) 546-8208  

and ask for Drew

Well-Being

SantaMariaSun.com
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.comreserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

315 S. Broadway, Orcutt  |  805-314-2409
WendyASteller@gmail.com

255 Union Avenue, Orcutt   |  805-287-9599

The Central Coast Guide  
to Everything Outside

Winter/
Spring  

2023 on 
stands 

now!

NewTimesSLO.com · 805-347-1968

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839
Mon/Tue/Thurs 4pm - 10pm

Wed-Closed • Fri/Sat 12 - 10:30 
Sun 12pm - 10pm

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C, Lompoc 
(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

SOLAR ELECTRIC
BATTERY BACKUP

SOLAR POOL HEATING
$0 DOWN FINANCING
SERVICE & UPGRADES

(805) 922-3774 • CSLB# 391670 • SINCE 1975

PEOPLE • ENERGY • PLANET

STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, Santa Maria

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook 
& Instagram

*Diamond
Plus Provider

Voted BEST ORTHODONTIST in  
Northern Santa Barbara County  

6 years in a row!

Dr. Specht’s

BBB of the Tri-Counties
Ventura, Santa Barbara and 
San Luis Obispo Counties
BBB’s mission is to be the leader in advancing 
marketplace trust. Since 1945, BBB of the  
Tri-Counties has been fostering honest and 
responsive relationships between businesses and 
consumers – instilling consumer confidence and 
advancing a trustworthy marketplace for all.

Follow us:

5350 Hollister Ave., Suite G 
Santa Barbara
Email this BBB 
info@santabarbara.bbb.org
M–Th 8am to 12:30  
then 1:30 to 6:00pm  
Fridays closed at Noon

805-963-8657

Determination               Determination               
is KEY!is KEY!

EXERCISE IS ESSENTIALEXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

4850 S. Bradley Rd. #D1, Orcutt
(805) 938-1965 

www.backporchflowers.net

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

Samantha Bakke
Your Santa Maria Valley  

Wealth Advisor

805.601.6014
155 E. Clark Ave. Ste 240, Orcutt

onecapital.com M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

1130 E. Clark A
ve Ste 120, O

rcutt • 332-3152
1130 E. Clark A
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rcutt • 332-3152
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Shop O
nline or on FB &

 IG
Shop O

nline or on FB &
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We Have Moved!We Have Moved!


