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Firebreak
Los Padres National Forest project 
aims to mitigate wildfire risk, but 

local environmental organizations 
think it’s the wrong approach [6]

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR
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E
nvironmental organizations are pushing back against 

a wildfire prevention project the U.S. Forest Service is 

proposing in four of the five Los Padres National Forest 

ranger districts. While the Forest Service believes that best 

science shows that thinning out tree stands, more controlled burns, 

and clearing brush is the way to help mitigate more intense, hotter 

fires from running rampant into the wildland-urban interface, 

scientist Chad Hanson with the Sierra Club and Bryant Baker 

with Los Padres ForestWatch disagree. They say that the proposed 

measures will actually make fires worse. Staff Writer Taylor 

O’Connor speaks with all of them [6]. 
 You can also read about what LGBTQ-plus activists have planned 

in the Santa Ynez Valley in response to a pride flag burning [4]; the 

Central Coast Shakespeare Fest’s version of Cyrano de Bergerac [14]; 

and what National Honey Bee Day is all about [17]. 
Camillia Lanham
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STOPPING FIRE: Thinning, controlled 
burns, and brush clearing are part of 
a project proposed in the Los Padres 
National Forest to try and alleviate 
wildfi re risk.
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Los Olivos organizations 
host Pride flag raising 
ceremony after flag 
theft and burning
 Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s 
deputies identified two young adults 
as suspects in the theft of two Pride 
flags in the Los Olivos area on July 28, 
according to Sheriff’s Office Public 
Information Officer Raquel Zick. 
 “Deputies spent several days 
investigating the report, including 
collecting physical evidence, 
interviewing victims and witnesses, 
and tracking down a video of 
burning a pride flag,” Zick said in 
a statement. “[The two suspects] 
admitted to an additional theft of a 
Pride flag in the Ballard area as well 
as the burning of one of the flags in a 
video they shared on social media.” 
 The case was submitted to the 
county District Attorney’s Office, 
requesting petty theft and hate 
crimes charges, she added. 
 Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Sonia Balleste told the Sun via 
email that she couldn’t comment 
on the incident because it’s under 
investigation. But she did say that 
in order to prosecute it as a hate 
crime, the District Attorney’s Office 
needs evidence “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” that the crime was motivated 
by hate and not an expression of 
the person’s First Amendment 
constitutional rights. 
 “If a person commits a crime, and 
it is proven that the crime is also a 
hate crime, then the defendant can 
be charged with a felony and receive 
a penalty enhancement of up to three years,” 
Balleste explained. 
 Kiel Cavalli—co-founder of Santa Ynez 
nonprofit The Rainbow House Inc.—said events 
like this aren’t new to the Santa Ynez Valley. 
 “Growing up in the valley, these things have 
always happened, and I think in the age we are in 
with social media, people can be held accountable 
for what they have done. This is our opportunity 
as the queer community to say enough is enough 
and to address what this really means for us,” 
Cavalli said.
 For him, the Pride flag represents basic rights 
for the LGBTQ-plus community to be seen, 
heard, and recognized. When someone takes the 
flag and burns it, Cavalli said it sends a signal to 
LGBTQ-plus people that there’s not a place in the 
community for them. 
 “Oftentimes these hate crimes are brushed 
under the rug, and we are asked to forgive and 
forget, or to better the one who is doing the 
offense. We as victims are asked to educate, rather 
than we as victims being respected within that 
victimization, really,” he said. “It’s important to 
emphasize there was an act that caused us as a 
queer community to be victims, and it is not our 
job to educate the other side to be a better human. 
They have to not want to commit hate crimes.” 
 In response, The Rainbow House Inc. 
distributed 25 flags to Los Olivos-based businesses 
and hosted a Pride flag-raising ceremony on Aug. 
10 at St. Mark’s in the Valley Church to symbolize 
solidarity, he said. 
 “It brings a rejuvenated acceptance to the area 
where the hate crimes occurred. It’s important 
to get those flags out and make sure those flags 
became available. The first 25 are gone, and there 
will be another 25 to 50 that The Rainbow House 
will donate so they aren’t flown just this week or 

Pride Month, but year-round,” Cavalli said.
 Although the Pride flag distribution and the 
ceremony received positive feedback, Cavalli said 
he’s concerned about future hate crimes against 
the LGBTQ-plus community and how they might 
escalate. 
 “I [saw] the video of them burning the flag and 
[heard] how much hatred was communicated 
through the words they said. To hear the intent 
and judgement is something that brings me 
to tears now,” he said. “It was a progression of 
targeted attacks against our communities. What’s 
to say the next attack wouldn’t be on someone or a 
business that’s queer-focused?” 

—Taylor O’Connor

Santa Barbara County Fire 
seeks new location for  
Solvang fire station
 A parking lot across the street from Solvang 
City Hall could be the future site of a new fire 
station, depending on the outcome of a Santa 
Barbara County Fire Department study.
 Solvang’s current fire station, County Station 
30, is located in the same building as City Hall at 
1644 Oak St., which has raised “several concerns” 
over the years, county Fire Chief Mark Hartwig 
wrote in a letter to City Manager Xenia Bradford.
 “Those concerns involve security, exhaust, 
noise, and privacy,” Hartwig wrote. “Regarding 
security and privacy, often members of the public 
request to use the station restrooms. The layout 
of the building does not offer opportunity for a 
convenient public restroom in the station, and 
members of the public must venture through the 
engine bay, day room, and living space area to 
reach the restroom.”
 Firefighters at the Solvang station are required 

to do daily checks with chainsaws and 
other equipment, “exposing anyone in the 
vicinity to noise and exhaust,” Hartwig 
said. 
 Although there is a ventilation system 
installed in the building shared by City 
Hall and the fire station, the system “is 
not 100 percent effective at removing 
exhaust gasses, particularly from portable 
power equipment,” he wrote.
 Hartwig added that “station personnel 
do their best to be quiet during business 
hours and especially during City Council 
meetings.
 “However, a fire station is a 24/7 
operation and it isn’t always conducive to 
a quiet environment,” he continued.
 During the Solvang City Council’s 
Aug. 8 meeting, Hartwig made the case 
for building a new fire station, rather 
than fund future upgrades to the current 
station—one of the oldest fire stations in 
Santa Barbara County, according to the 
staff report. 
 The Solvang station has been in 
operation, originally under a volunteer 
fire department, since 1931, according to 
the county Fire Department’s website.
 “The upgrades that would need to be 
made for this building would probably 
be more expensive than building a new 
station,” Hartwig said during the meeting.
 Hartwig said that the county Fire 
Department hired Citygate to conduct a 
study on future upgrades the department 
should expect to implement over the next 
few years. 
 The final results of the study should 
be ready in a few months, he added, 
which the department expects to include 
a recommendation to build a new fire 
station in Solvang.
 The department’s current proposal for 
the new site is a parking lot across the 

street from City Hall, but other location options 
will be considered as the process moves forward, 
according to the staff report. The purpose of 
the Aug. 8 presentation was to get the concept 
on Solvang City Council’s radar far in advance, 
Hartwig said.
 Councilmember Mark Infanti said he 
personally hopes there will be alternative locations 
to consider when the time comes, as he’d prefer 
to keep the space, known as Parking Lot 5, for 
parking purposes.
 “We’ve been trying to get that as a parking 
lot for years, and now you want to take it away,” 
Infanti said with a laugh. “So it’s not our first 
choice, if I may say that. Or, it’s not my first choice. 
Sorry, I have to make that personal; I don’t know 
what the rest of these folks think.”

—Caleb Wiseblood

Lawsuit agreement suspends 
Bureau of Land Management’s 
Central Coast oil and gas 
leasing 
 Several California conservation groups and 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Management reached 
an agreement to suspend new oil and gas leasing 
across more than 1 million acres within the 
bureau’s Bakersfield Office—which encompasses 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Madera, Ventura, 
Fresno, Kings, and Tulare counties. 
 The agreement came about after a 2020 
lawsuit challenging the proposal because it didn’t 
comply with environmental law and didn’t look 
at impacts—particularly from fracking, said 

• U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) applauded 
the Senate’s passage of the Honoring our Promise to 
Address Comprehensive Toxics Act, which sends the 
landmark veterans’ health benefit bill to President Joe 
Biden’s desk on Aug. 3, according to an Aug. 2 statement 
from the congressman’s office. This legislation will open 
up health care benefits to more than 3.5 million veterans 
exposed to toxic substances during their military service, 
and count exposure to burn pits and airborne hazards 
as a cost of war. This change will address the full range 
of issues impacting toxic-exposed veterans, including 
access to earned benefits and health care through the 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA). “I am glad to see 
that the 25 Senate Republicans who held up this bill, 
despite supporting it just a few weeks ago, have stopped 
playing games with our veterans’ health care and let 
this bill get to the president’s desk,” Carbajal said in a 
statement. “When our service members embark on their 
missions to protect the United States, we make a promise 
that we will take care of them when they come home. But 
that promise has not been kept for some veterans who 
were exposed to toxic chemicals and substances in the 
course of their duties.”

• U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) announced that 
the Golden State will receive more than $631 million to 
support climate resilient transportation infrastructure 
over the next five years through the new Promoting 
Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation formula program, according 
to an Aug. 1 statement from the senator’s office. This 
program is available to make transportation infrastructure 
more resilient to future weather events and other natural 
disasters by focusing on resilience planning, making 
resilience improvements to existing transportation assets 
and evacuation routes, and addressing at-risk highway 
infrastructure. This funding—provided by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway 
Administration—will help communities better prepare 
for and respond to extreme weather events like wildfires, 
flooding, and extreme heat. “As California experiences 
destructive wildfires and other natural disasters, climate-
resilient infrastructure can be the difference between life 
and death,” Padilla said in the statement. “With more 
than $630 million coming to California over the next 
five years, communities can make major investments in 
transportation infrastructure to create faster evacuation 
routes and improve emergency response.”

• As part of California’s ongoing response to the current 
monkeypox outbreak, Gov. Gavin Newsom declared a 
state of emergency to bolster the state’s vaccination 
efforts, according to an Aug. 1 statement from the 
governor’s office. The proclamation supports the work 
underway by the California Department of Public 
Health and others in the administration to coordinate 
a whole-of-government response to monkeypox, seek 
additional vaccines, and lead outreach and education 
efforts on accessing vaccines and treatment. “California 
is working urgently across all levels of government to 
slow the spread of monkeypox, leveraging our robust 
testing, contact tracing, and community partnerships 
strengthened during the pandemic to ensure that those 
most at risk are our focus for vaccines, treatment, and 
outreach,” Newsom said in a statement. “We’ll continue 
to work with the federal government to secure more 
vaccines, raise awareness about reducing risk, and stand 
with the LGBTQ community fighting stigmatization.” To 
expand vaccination efforts, the proclamation enables 
emergency medical services (EMS) personnel to 
administer monkeypox vaccines that are approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration, similar to the statutory 
authorization recently enacted for pharmacists to 
administer vaccines. The state’s response to monkeypox 
builds on the infrastructure developed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to deploy vaccine clinics and ensure 
inclusive and targeted outreach in partnership with local 
and community-based organizations. m

Political Watch

S P O T L I G H T  7

BRIEFS

NEWS continued page 5

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE RAINBOW HOUSE INC. 

FLYING HIGH: A Pride flag was returned to its place at St. Mark’s in the Valley Church on 
Aug. 10 during a flag-raising ceremony that took place after the original was stolen by 
two community members.
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Los Padres ForestWatch Executive Director Jeff 
Kuyper. 
 “All parties involved in the lawsuit—the 
bureau, state, and team of conservation 
organizations—came to an agreement 
that the bureau would go back and redo its 
[environmental] analysis and substantially 
add to it,” Kuyper said. “At the same time, they 
will also look at other parts of the management 
plan that will need to be updated as part of the 
environmental analysis. The hope is the bureau 
does a much more thorough job of analysis.” 
 The proposal would’ve opened up 122,000 
acres of land in Santa Barbara County, impacting 
areas like Lake Cachuma, the Sisquoc River, the 
San Rafael Wilderness, and Tepusquet Canyon 
along with thousands of acres in the city of 
Lompoc, Vandenberg Space Force Base and Allan 
Hancock College for drilling and fracking, he 
said. 
 “The federal government holds high level 
to underground mineral rights, but someone 
else owns the city. The lands in the city of 
Lompoc are city-owned land, but the Bureau 
of Land Management owns the mineral rights 
underneath,” Kuyper explained. 
 With this agreement in place, the bureau can’t 
yet open land up for future leasing, but there’s a 
possibility that it could reopen to fracking and 
drilling in the future. Kuyper said he hopes public 
lands will be taken off the table completely, and 
that the Biden administration 
fulfills its pledge to stop leasing 
land for development and 
fracking. 
 “It will be up to the 
Bureau of Land Management 
ultimately to make the 

decision that is right for our communities and the 
environment, but for now this is a tremendous 
win for the Central Coast, and we look forward to 
participating in the process as it unfolds,” he said. 
 Center for Biological Diversity Attorney Liz 
Jones told the Sun that the bureau needs to 
analyze the consequences for those living nearby 
is important prior to fracking—a process that 
is energy intensive, using hundreds of gallons of 
water to obtain oil. 
 “We argued they didn’t look at those impacts 
with enough detail, and underestimat[ed] the 
amount of fracking that might happen if they 
were to move forward with the plan,” Jones said. 
 The Bureau’s next step is to create a 
supplemental environmental analysis, and she 
added that the Center for Biological Diversity will 
be watching this unfold carefully to make sure it’s 
objective and thorough.
 “[The analysis should] look at greenhouse gas 
emissions, air pollution, and habitat destructions. 
They are so significant they should not do leasing 
in the future, but we’ll see what the plan says,” 
Jones said. 
 Jones said she would have to read the proposal 
before making any determination about suing the 
bureau in the future. 
 “Given what we are experiencing now—with 
fire, floods, and droughts—that shows we can’t 
afford more extraction on public land. The 
Bureau of Land Management should think the 

same and acknowledge that,” 
she continued. 
 The Bureau of Land 
Management declined to 
comment regarding the 
agreement. m

—Taylor O’Connor
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BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

The California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection has already responded to more than 
4,900 incidents this fi re season—a number the 

department expects to increase as this year’s season 
will be longer and drier because of climate change 
and drought. 
 Los Padres National Forest is currently working 
to prevent extreme wildfi res through the proposed 
Ecological Restoration Project: a project that aims 
to restore fi re-adapted ecosystems, reduce fuels 
with thinning, and reintroduce fi re to the landscape 
through prescribed burning. The project targets four 
of its fi ve ranger districts—expanding from Ventura 
County, through Santa Barbara and San Luis 
Obispo counties, and into Monterey—and would 
impact roughly 235,495 acres of land, according to 
the U.S. Forest Service. 
 If the proposed project is approved—public 
comment ends on Aug. 28—the Forest Service 
would implement the plan beginning in 2024.
 Forest Service Planner and Vegetation Fuels 
Program Manager Kyle Kinports said the project 
will improve the forest’s health by reducing fuels 
and creating boundaries between communities and 
forested areas to prevent wildfi re impact on homes.
 “We’ve tackled this on a smaller scale through 
individual projects; some of the most recent ones 
[are] the Mount Pinos Forest Health Project and 
Reyes Peak Forest Health and Reduction Project. 
We’ve been successful with those projects at that 
scale, but what we are seeing is there’s a lot more 
need out there for those types 
of treatments,” Kinports said. 
 But others aren’t so 
sure the proposed project 
is the right track for 
wildfi re prevention. Los 
Padres ForestWatch and 
the Sierra Club, among 
other environmental 
organizations, think this 
project will have drastic negative impacts on forest 
preservation, said Chad Hanson, Sierra Club 
research ecologist.
 “What most of the science is telling us is that these 
giant logging and chaparral-clearing projects are 
not stopping wildfi res. They often make them burn 
hotter and faster toward towns,” Hanson said. 
 Cutting down the trees causes fi res to sweep 
through more rapidly and intensely, he said, and it 
provides a false sense of security by telling the public 
it’s fuel reduction or fuel breaks. 
 “The only thing that helps is to focus resources 

on actually protecting communities directly and 
helping communities become fi re safe,” Hanson 
said. “Thinning is a euphemism for logging, [which] 
emits three times more carbon into the atmosphere. 
It’s a climate change nightmare to do this.” 
 According to research Hanson has conducted, 
successful fi re prevention is not about how many 
trees are in the population per acre, it’s about 
understanding weather and climate. A 2016 study he 
co-authored explored three decades of fi re data in 
the Western United States and found two key things: 
First, fi re behavior is determined by weather, climate, 
and climate change; second, the more vegetation 
management that occurs, the hotter and faster fi res 
tend to burn. 
 “So these projects they [the Forest Service] are 
proposing under deceptive terms like ‘fuel reduction’ 
and ‘fuel breaks’ are having the exact opposite results 
in most cases,” he said. 
 Bryant Baker, director of conservation and research 
at Los Padres ForestWatch, agreed with Hanson. 
 “Fire seasons have been getting more extreme 
over the last several years due to climate change. 
First off, we have to address climate change or we are 
going to keep seeing really large wildfi res as climate 
change worsens,” Baker said. “The other thing I 
would like to say is, over and over, all other major 
fi res over the last several years have burned in areas 
that have had projects like this.”  
 Instead of targeting the trees and vegetation, 
Baker said groups should invest in protecting 
communities by retrofi tting homes with fi re-safe 

materials. Houses can burn 
because embers get sucked 
into vents, open windows, 
and other openings that can 
lead to the house burning 
down. Investing in ember-
proof vent screens and 
double-paned windows, as 
well as sealing cracks around 
doors, are all low-cost and 

very helpful things to do, he explained. 
 “[Protecting ecosystems is] what the Forest 
Service tried to make it seem like it’s about, but in 
reality most of the ecosystems in California are 
highly adapted, resilient, and resistant to wildfi res,” 
Baker continued. “In the end, a lot of this work will 
do more harm than good, and instead the Forest 
Service should focus its efforts in key places right 
next to home.”
 Andy Caldwell, representative of the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business, said he supported this project.

 “By eliminating thinning, logging, fuel breaks, 
control burns, and the like, we allowed our wildlands 
to create a density of trees that are up to 10 [times] 
more than what is optimal for a healthy forest 
ecosystem,” Caldwell said in a statement. “This 
hands-off policy has been an unmitigated disaster. 
Millions of acres have burned resulting in scores of 
deaths with entire communities lost in the process.” 
 By not intervening, a fi re-friendly environment 
is created, which leads to future problems like 
mudslides, debris fl ows, and reduced air quality, 
Caldwell continued.
 Kinports and the U.S. Forest Service—along 
with several environmental scientists cited in the 
project proposal—fi nd that some form of human 
intervention is necessary to save the forest.
 “With projections on climate in California—the 
warming in California—there’s 
going to be wildfi res. Wildfi re is 
not going away, and it’s something 
we’ll have do deal with, and our 
population in our forest will be 
susceptible to it. A management 
approach is needed to address 
climate change,” he said. 
 Through the Ecological Restoration Project, the 
Forest Service’s approach depends on whether the 
area is forested or scrubland (chaparral), and from 
there it can decide what kind of treatment to do, 
Kinports explained.
 “Basically what we’ve got are conifer forests 
that are overgrown with trees and that’s leading to 
declining health with those tree stands, and putting 
them at risk for wildfi re,” he said. “Our intent with 
this project is to complete thinning within those 
areas and improve resiliency of those areas from 
disturbances like wildfi res.” 
 Tree thinning provides better opportunities 

for larger trees to survive, he added. The ongoing 
drought and climate change has put water in short 
supply, which stresses trees and leaves them more 
susceptible to insect infestations and disease, 
making them more at risk for more severe fi re. 
Conversely, within chaparral forests, the service is 
seeing fi re too frequently and seeking to address that 
by reducing fuel through thinning and trimming 
areas along roads near forest boundaries and around 
communities, he said. 
 “What we are seeing is not enough fi re in forested 
areas, that’s a result of suppression policies over the 
past century where we’ve been actively extinguishing 
fi res. That’s led to overgrowth and too much fuel. ... 
What we see with high severity fi res is it burns and 
consumes most of the vegetation there, resulting in 
the mortality of trees,” Kinports said. 

 He also pointed out that 
wildfi re is not just a threat to 
communities, but to wildlife. 
Fires can be extremely 
detrimental to endangered species 
like the California condor and 
California spotted owl. Although 

the Forest Service supports home-hardening for fi re 
safety, Kinports said those decisions and efforts are 
beyond the service’s control. 
 “What we can [control] is how the forests are 
managed. With fi re suppression over the past century, 
that’s led to forested ecosystems that are not at their 
historical condition. We’re having too frequent fi re in 
chaparral and not enough fi re in the forest,” Kinports 
said. “Just leaving it alone is not going to benefi t the 
ecosystem, and that’s why we’re proposing the actions 
we’re taking as part of this project.” ❍

Reach Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

Intervene or not?
A Los Padres National Forest fire-prevention proposal 
sparks a long-standing debate on wildfire management

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOS PADRES FORESTWATCH 

RULES AND REGULATIONS: The U.S. Forest Service is 
proposing thinning out certain trees in the Los Padres 
National Forest: They must be smaller than 24 inches 
in diameter in high density areas where trees overlap, 
leaving them at risk for drought, disease, and wildfi re, 
according to the proposal document.

Act now!
Send any news 
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Weigh in 
The U.S. Forest Service hopes to complete 

its ecological assessment by 2023 and begin 
implementing the wildfi re prevention measures 
it prescribes by 2024. Visit cara.fs2c.usda.gov/
Public/CommentInput?Project=62369 to submit 
your public comment before Aug. 28.
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issue out now!
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NewTimesSLO.com
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JDX PHARMACY

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment 
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you 

with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.
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DEATH NOTICES
For Obituary info call (805) 347-1968 or email obituaries@newtimesslo.com

ARROYO, MATTHEW, 55, of Los Osos 
passed away 4/29/2022 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park  

AVILA, ERMALINDA, 80, of Lompoc passed 
away 7/30/2022 arrangements with Starbuck-
Lind Mortuary  

BALESTRERI, SANDRA, 74, of Los Osos 
passed away 7/28/2022 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service  

CLARK, GARY W., 82, of Nipomo passed 
away 7/22/2022 arrangements with Los Osos 
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park  

COVARRUBIAS, ISAIAS EMMANUEL 
REYES, 9, of Santa Maria passed away 
8/1/2022 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens  

DETTAMANTI, VENICE, 98, of Lompoc 
passed away 7/25/2022 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary  

FREBERG, CHARLOTTE JOAN, 92, 
of Arroyo Grande passed away 7/27/2022 
arrangements with Los Osos Valley Mortuary 
& Memorial Park  

GARCIA, ANTHONY A., 89, of Orcutt passed 
away 7/31/2022 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens  

GARCIA, ALBINA S., 67, of Santa Maria 
passed away 8/4/2022 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

GAUSS, MALYNE, 81, of Morro Bay passed 
away 7/26/2022 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service  

GUERRA, ANGELA BIGNARDI, 91, 
of Lexington, KY, passed away 7/22/2022 
arrangements with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary  

HAPPOLDT, RICAHRD CONNOLLY, 79, 
of Templeton, passed away 7/26/2022 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses  

HUNGERFORD, RICHARD, 78, of Paso 
Robles passed away 7/31/2022 arrangements 
with Blue Sky Cremation Service  

KERR, BABY BOY, 1 day of Baywood- Los 
Osos passed away 7/21/2022 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial 
Park  

MAGEE, EDILBERTA PURIFICAION, 88, 
of Santa Maria passed away 8/3/2022 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens  

MARTELLE, DARYA D., 86, of Santa Maria 
passed away 7/27/2022 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

MEANS, BARBARA JEAN, 90, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 7/30/2022 arrangements 
with Marshall Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel  

MILLER, SAMUEL H., 90, of Pismo Beach 
passed away 8/7/2022 arrangements with 
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory  

MININGER, RICHARD, 88, of Orcutt passed 
away 7/25/2022 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens  

MORLATT, RETHA L., 68, of Lompoc passed 
away 7/20/2022 arrangements with Starbuck-
Lind Mortuary  

MURPHY, EDWARD F., 71, of Atascadero 
passed away 7/12/2022 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses  

PAGLIASSOTTO, ALBERT JOHN, 76, of 
Lompoc passed away 7/21/2022 arrangements 
with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary  

PENZEL, BLANCHE DAISY, 103, of Los 
Osos passed away 7/27/2022 arrangements 
with Marshall Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel  

PRICE, EVA MAY, 95, of Corvallis, Or passed 
away 7/15/2022 arrangements with Los Osos 
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park  

SKIBA, MARGARET, 92, of Santa Maria 
passed away 8/2/2022 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park  

SPARLING, ANNE ONYSCHUK, 96, of 
Santa Maria passed away 8/3/2022 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens  

SPENCER, MARTHA L., 64, of Santa Maria 
passed away 8/4/2022 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

STEVENS, TONY A., 59, of Santa Maria 
passed away 8/5/2022 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

STOFFEL, JUDITH “JUDY”, 78, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 7/31/2022 arrangements 
with Marshall Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel  

TAYLOR, SHARON KAY, 72, of Atascadero, 
passed away 7/27/2022 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses  

TETREAULT, WILLIAM ALEXANDER, 
65, of Arroyo Grande passed away 7/24/2022 
arrangements with Marshall Spoo Sunset 
Funeral Chapel  

THOMAS, SHIRLEY MAY, 86, of Santa 
Maria passed away 8/1/2022 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

VARGAS-ROJAS, ALFREDO SR., 78, of 
Santa Maria passed away 8/3/2022 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens  

YBARRA, JOSEPH ROBERT, 72, of Santa 
Maria passed away 7/28/2022 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens  

Call: 1 (805) 801-1546  Visit: coastvalleycremations.com
930 S. Broadway, Suite 204, Santa Maria ~ FD 2374

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

Mother-and-son duo Denise and Lucas 
Neumann traded Los Angeles city living for 
more open spaces to pursue Denise’s dreams 

of running a farm. During her time in the city, she 
became a master gardener and taught people how 
to make edible gardens in their backyards, but she 
wanted something more, Lucas said. 
 “We were always coming up to the Santa Rita 
Hills area because [my mom] loved the wine 
country and agricultural places,” he said. “We 
came up here and found a beautiful 8.5 acre piece 
of property with no drip line, basically just weeds. 
[But] we thought it had good bones and tried to do 
something here.” 
 The two started planting lavender for essential 
oils, and now have more than 3,000 plants.
 “We have an acre of lavender for essential oil and 
then another acre for culinary lavender. We decided 
on that because my mom loves lavender and it’s 
great for the Mediterranean climate,” he said. 
 After creating a stronger infrastructure and 
better harvesting system, the family began a soft 
launch of the Santa Rita Hills Lavender Farm where 
people can take tours of the property and buy 
essential oils and lavender bundles to take home. 
The grand opening is scheduled for July 2023, but 
because of the plants’ rapid growth, they decided to 
open early, Lucas explained. 
 “It’s pretty amazing, and we couldn’t not let 
people come out and see the lavender,” he said. 
“We had such a great full bloom, so we upped our 
schedule but we still felt it was appropriate to say 
our grand opening will still be July 2023. So far, 
people have enjoyed it immensely.” 
 The tour starts in the front of the farm with the 
field meant for essential oils, then loops through the 
pomegranate hedge where there are 50 pomegranate 
trees with five varieties—which will eventually be 
used for pomegranate juice and kombucha. A hedge 
line of rosemary is for essential oil and herb bundles, 
and there are also crab apple trees for jams, vinegars, 
and kombuchas, he explained. 
 “I then take people through a more in-depth 
tour of the upper field because of the 65 different 
varieties of dahlias, three different varieties of 
culinary lavender, and then the last one is three 
different types of sunflowers,” Neumann said. 
 At the end, people can 
visit the animal pen where 
they can feed the goats and 
sheep—which also play a role 
in weeding the property and 
creating natural fertilizers 
for the plants. He tells 

groups that the farm is completely sustainable and 
regenerative through all its methods with every 
plant or animal having a purpose. 
 “For my mom, it’s always been a part of how 
she’s been a gardener or farmer. She’s always been 
interested in using the minimum of resources. When 
she did edible gardens, she learned about waste beds, 
and recycling water, harvesting water in the easiest, 
and the most effective ways of growing. ... She doesn’t 
know how to do it another way,” he added. 
 Eventually, the farm will include beehives to 
harvest lavender honey and sell more products on-
site, but for now Lucas said he hopes people come 
visit the farm and explore its website to find class 
opportunities and other on-site events. 
 “I think our farm in and of itself is a very 
relaxing place. It’s secluded off the freeway, outside 
the hustle and bustle of cars driving by. Lavender 
adds a calming, soothing aroma to the property as a 
whole,” he said. “As we are here longer and trees get 
more established and plants get more acclimated, 
we hope to have the entire field covered in flowers, 
almost to the point where there isn’t a place you can 
walk without something beautiful just blooming.” 
 The farm is located at 1900 Tularosa Road. Tours 
cost $10, and people can visit the front area of the 
farm for free. Visit goldenstateapothecary.com, or 
explorelompoc.com for more information. 

Highlight 
 • Tri-County Regional Energy Network 
(3C-REN)—a partnership between Santa Barbara, 
San Luis Obispo, and Ventura counties that delivers 
energy-saving programs—is partnering with 
participating Santa Barbara and Ventura county 
libraries to provide electric-powered magnetic 
induction cooktops that local residents can check 
out and use at home. Included with the portable 
cooktop is an induction-compatible cooking pan 
and information in both English and Spanish 
about cooking with induction. Induction cooking 
benefits include faster, more precise heating and 
easier to control temperature, and it eliminates 
indoor air pollution from gas appliances. Residents 
can use the cooktop to test a variety of recipes and 
return it to the library when finished. To learn more 
about the cooktops, other energy-saving tools, and 

find a participating library, visit 
3C-REN’s Home Energy Savings 
online at 3c-ren.org/diy-toolkit. m

Reach Staff Writer Taylor 
O’Connor at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

 SPOTLIGHTN E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF EXPLORE LOMPOC

SEA OF PURPLE: At the Santa Rita Hills Lavender 
Farm, guests can take classes in wreath-making, 
essential oil distillation, and painting while visiting 
the site. The farm also offers tours of its grounds.

Promote!
Send business and 
nonprofit information to 
spotlight@santamariasun.com.
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Soothing the senses
A mother and son open a new lavender farm in Lompoc
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BY RON FINK

When is an “emergency” not really that 
emergent? Apparently, some of the “experts” in 
Lompoc can’t figure that one out as they tried 

to claim an emergency declaration was needed and 
then explained that none exists—at least in our city.
 On Tuesday, Aug. 3, the Lompoc City Council 
held a hearing to determine if a staff proposal to 
adopt an urgency ordinance to prohibit the use of 
potable water for the irrigation of nonfunctional turf 
at commercial, industrial, and 
institutional sites. We all know 
that there is a shortage of water in 

our state, but I don’t think any of us would dive into 
the weeds to examine the intricate details concerning 
water conservation in the city, but in Lompoc we are 
not in a severe drought condition.
 The staff was reacting to an emergency declaration 
by Gov. Gavin Newsom “declaring a state of 
emergency proclamation under the California 
Emergency Services Act, determining that statewide 
drought conditions will likely continue for the 
foreseeable future.” Whether this is true or not is 
debatable, since in our area drought conditions run 
in cycles.
 For example, the accumulation in the 1997-98 
rain year totaled 34.05 inches; for the next six years 
the highest was about 15 inches per year, and then 
in 2004-05 the accumulation totaled more than 24 
inches. So, you see the total rainfall for any series of 
years isn’t consistent; sometimes it’s very wet and 
sometimes it is dry. We are currently in a dry cycle, but 
again, Lompoc is not in an overuse condition.
 The staff report provided by the staff to justify the 
urgency ordinance was somewhat confusing. In it 

they say, “The city first adopted 
its prohibitions and restrictions 

on the use of water in 1990 and has amended the code 
numerous times as state requirements have changed 
since then. The city’s level 1 demand reduction 
percentage adopted in its water shortage contingency 
plan complies with the state of California’s level 2 
demand reduction percentage. The water shortage 
assessment submitted to the Department of Water 
Resources provided data explaining that the city is 
exceeding its requirement by implementing level 1 
actions.”
 Then they went on to urge the council to approve 
the new restrictions just because the governor said so.
 None of the council members were born yesterday 
and they weren’t buying what the staff was trying 
to sell, and they turned it down. Why add more 
restrictions when the staff clearly said our city is 
already exceeding state level regulations concerning 
water conservation?
 Sometimes common sense by elected officials is 
far more valuable than simply doing something that 
isn’t necessary as a knee-jerk reaction to an executive 
fiat that doesn’t even apply to our situation. m

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send a letter 
for publication to letters@santamariasun.com.
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COMMENTARY

What do you think about the 
changed start time for schools?
34% I think it’s great and it will give kids  
  extra, much-needed sleep.
22% It will help kids be well rested for school,  
  but I’m concerned about later after- 
  school programming.
22% It completely messes with my work  
  schedule and my morning commute.
22% I don’t have kids so I don’t care.

14 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll Emergency?
Lompoc recently considered 
another emergency water-use 
proclamation—but we have 
no need
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The real reason for  
North County death disparity
 I fear that the Sun/New Times and the Santa 
Barbara County Health Department completely 
missed the key underlying reason for the higher 
death rate among older white males in North County 
(“Death report highlights long-standing geographic 
inequities in Santa Barbara County,” July 28). 
Granted, poverty and access to quality health care 
do play a role, but those factors impact ALL residents 
of North County. This does not explain the higher 
death rate between South County and North County 
older white males. As a native coastal Californian 
and a 68-year old white male living in North County, 
I may be able to shed some light on this. 
 I believe that a great part of the higher death 
rate can be attributed to stress on their physical 
and emotional well-being, since I have witnessed a 

significantly higher level of fear, 
bitterness, and anxiety among 
my white male peers here in 

North County than those I know in South County. 
An Army commander once told me, “Stress is 
nothing more than your own personal reaction to a 
challenging situation.” 
 As to the source of their stress, I believe it to be 
from years of watching too much Fox News and 
embracing its vile mendacity, fabricated by the 
pundits of intolerance. Being an old white guy who 
sports a gray beard, many just assume that I am 
“one of them” and freely share with me their racist, 
bigoted opinions. Many are retirees who came to 
the Central Coast for its wonderful climate from 
somewhere back East where they were denied the 
benefits of a multicultural, multiracial, multilingual 
environment. Once exposed to the rich diversity 
of North County, some embrace it, whereas many 
others react by displaying the American flag 24/7 
and retreating further into their illiberal silos. 

 A recent presidential election underscored my 
perception of this phenomena by the plethora of 
signs for a certain candidate that sprouted from 
the lawns of many of my elderly transplanted 
neighbors. Since that election four of them have 
died. Coincidence?

Stephen Siemsen
Orcutt

Donegan’s commentary on guns 
is exactly how I feel
 Right on, Mr. Donegan (“Conservatives and guns,” 
Aug. 4)! When people realize that it’s the idiots behind 
the guns that cause the problems and the existing laws 
that are not properly enforced, then understanding 
the problems will not be changed. Plus, without the 
care and treatment of the mentally impaired, the 
problems will not be improved. And with a growing 
population, the percentage of mentally impaired also 
increases and being “dissatisfied with government 
policies and procedures” plays into the causes for 
people to react violently. 
 Keep up the good work!

Keith Dekker
Morro Bay

We must elect  
democracy defenders
 During the Jan. 6 hearings, we’ve heard from 
former members of the Trump administration and 
Republican state officials about how Trump and 
his allies worked together to try and overthrow our 
democracy because the 2020 presidential election 
didn’t go their way. Now, they’re working to make 
sure all of our elections go their way in the future, 
whether we vote for them or not.
 Already, Trumpers in office have changed state 
laws to weaken our freedom to vote and threatened 
Republican election administrators who won’t go 
along with them. Now, they’re running candidates for 
key election administration offices, from secretary of 
state to county clerk. Should they win their elections 
this fall, these officials won’t hesitate to overturn 
future elections if they or their MAGA allies lose.
 This completely undermines the tenets of our 
democracy. The only way we’re going to protect our 
elections is to fight back and make our voices heard.
 We have to cast our ballots in the upcoming 
midterm elections. It’s up to us to hold election 
deniers accountable at the polls and elect democracy 
defenders up and down the ballot on Nov. 8.

Seth Forester
Santa Maria

Speak up!
Send us your  
views and opinion to  
letters@santamariasun.com.
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What happens when science meets science? 
When one scientist says one thing and 
another says something different? Who do 

you believe? The chorus or the loner?
 We could talk about climate change, but let’s 
not. That horse has been beaten with extreme heat; 
dry, droughty years; and several 1,000-year flash 
flood events in the same month. The climate is 
changing. It’s here. We’re experiencing it.
 But what about fires and forest management? 
 There’s some disagreement (no surprises there) 
between the local environmental organizations 
and the U.S. Forest Service 
about what’s best: Leave the 
forest alone or manage it by 
conducting routine controlled 
burns, thinning thick stands of 
trees, and clearing out built-up 
brush. Who do we believe? 
 The Forest Service has a 
shitty track record of not 
taking care of the land its 
supposed to protect and 
manage, so that’s a no-go, you 
know? And organizations like the 
Sierra Club and Los Padres ForestWatch might be 
betting on this sour taste to get you on their side. 
 I want to believe the organizations like 
these, which claim to stand up for ecology and 
environmental preservation. I want to be on their 
side. But activist, researcher, and environmental 
“watchdog” Chad Hanson, who spoke to the Sun 
on behalf of the Sierra Club, has a growing pantheon 
of detractors. All scientists who more or less agree 
with the measures that the Forest Service wants to 
take to mitigate wildfire risk. 
 “What most of the science is telling us is these 
giant logging and chaparral-clearing projects are 
not stopping wildfires. The often make them burn 
hotter and faster toward towns,” Hanson said. 
“Thinning is a euphemism for logging.” 
 Hanson touted his own research showing 
weather, climate, and climate change impact fire 
behavior (duh!) and said that the Forest Service 
is being deceptive by using terms like “fuel 
reduction” and “fuel breaks.” 
 OK. Totally believable. 
 But more than 100 fire scientists pushed back 
against statements like these in a number of articles 
published in scientific journals. They call Hanson 
out by name, say he’s misleading the public, and 
stalling projects that could protect the public and 
make forests more resilient. 
 A wildfire science professor at UC Merced 
called his views “antiquated and really 
counterproductive.”
 Nine scientists penned an article for The 
Ecological Society of America, “Agenda-driven 
science? The case of spotted owls and fire,” 
questioning Hanson’s research findings and 
the way he operates as an activist. They said his 
research group mixes science and litigation without 
disclosing conflicts of interest, conducts “erroneous 
analysis” using data that isn’t theirs, pressures 
scientist who make findings that conflict with 
theirs not to publish, and selectively uses data to 
support the activist agenda—among other things. 
 Whoa. Those are some a-ccu-sa-tions, amirite? 
 So what happens when “best science” is 
no longer a factual North Star, instead it’s a 
supporting player for political agendas? The 
playing field muddied with hyperbole and rhetoric 
that bets on the public being uninformed. Eager 
to believe the organizations they align with.
 Sound familiar? But it’s not vaccines. It’s not 
climate change. It’s not COVID cures. 
 It’s our forests. Our communities. Our struggle 
to correct decades of bad forest management and 
try to protect our future. Instead we are stalled. 
Sued into inaction and praying for rain. m

The canary is flying above the flames. Send matches 
to canary@santamariasun.com.

Pray for science

O P I N I O N

 What’s Your
 Take?

Enter your choice online  
at: SantaMariaSun.com

We know you’ve  
got an opinion. 

Everybody’s got one!

This week’s online poll 8/11–8/18
What do you think about tree thinning as a form 
of wildfire management? 

m  It’s a smart option in order to prevent 

wildfires from spreading rapidly. 

m  It’s an interesting strategy that saves wildlife 

and prevents homes from being damaged. 

m  We should focus on home-hardening rather 

than messing with the forest. 

m  Fire season is inevitable with climate change; 

at this point we should try anything.

INCLUDES: Implant, Abutment & Crown
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DENTAL CARE for the whole family!

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach 

(805) 474-8100

OVER 30 YEARS OF PRIVATE PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

We accept 
payment 
plans

Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm

$2,500  SPECIAL  
(REG. $4,300)
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

FIRE AND ICE: OUR CHANGING LANDSCAPE 
Features a wide diversity of artwork, including video 
installations, photography, paintings, mixed media, and 
more, illustrating aspects of fire and ice. Through Sept. 
26 Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission 
Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

GREENLAND: LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN 
Features stunning photographs of Greenland’s vast Arctic 
terrain, its people, and culture. Located in North America 
near Canada, Greenland is the world’s largest island. 
Contrary to its name, it’s not very green and covered in 
ice. Through Sept. 18 Elverhoj Museum of History and Art, 
1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211, elverhoj.org.

ROMANCE OF THE LANDSCAPE This August brings 
visitors to Gallery Los Olivos a familiar breath of beauty 
with new paintings from local artists Sheryl Knight and 
Linda Mutti. The two accomplished painters will once 
again transport art lovers to colorful landscapes and 
the beloved scenery of California. Mondays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. through Aug. 31 Free admission. 
gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand 
Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517.

SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER: INTO THE 
WOODS Book by James Lapine. Music and Lyrics by 
Stephen Sondheim Aug. 11-Sept. 4 Solvang Festival 
Theater, 420 2nd St., Solvang, 805-686-1789.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CRAFTWORKS: MACRAME HANGING JARS Join 
us for a beginner level macrame workshop. Participants 
will learn the art of tying knots to create a 
decorative hanging jar. Registration is required. 
Aug. 13, 10:30 a.m. Free. 805-925-0994. 
cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/
departments/library. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

DANCE CLASSES: EVERYBODY CAN 
DANCE Classes available for all skill levels. 
Class sizes limited. ongoing Everybody Can 
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 
805-937-6753.

JUST PASSING A drama-comedy with music. Three 
siblings of a dysfunctional family meet for their mother’s 
funeral along with other family members. Presented by 
OCT. Aug. 12-14 my805tix.com. Minerva Club, 127 W. 
Boone, Santa Maria.

LIVE COMEDY AT THE SWISS Enjoy an evening of 
laughs from veteran touring comics every third Saturday 

of the month. A new lineup every show. Arrive early for 
optimum seating. For ages 21 and over. Third Saturday of 
every month, 9-11 p.m. through Aug. 21. 805-347-7800. 
The Swiss Restaurant, 516 N. Broadway, Santa Maria.

LOCAL AND FEATURED ARTIST EXHIBITS Valley 
Art Gallery, located in the SM Airport, exhibits local and 
featured artist work. New exhibits are mounted the first 
Tuesday of even-numbered months. Wide variety of art 
available for purchase. ongoing, 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. 
805-922-0663. Santa Maria Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., 
Santa Maria.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO ACADEMY Check 
website for info on music classes offered at Coelho 
Academy. ongoing coelhomusic.com/index.html. Coelho 
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

MUSIC, SIGN, AND PLAY Learn baby sign language 
to communicate more effectively with your child. Attend 
three-part series. Program content will progressively 
increase. For parents or caregivers with babies 0-3 
years of age, presented by Baby Signs. Aug. 13, 2 p.m. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

OUTDOOR UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50 
years and up, at no charge. Participants will learn to 
play chords, melodies, and familiar songs. Five baritone 
ukuleles are available to borrow, or class members may 
bring one of their own. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. cityofsantamaria.org/register. Elwin Mussell Senior 
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

TWINKLE TIME Twinkle Time presents Peruvian pop 
and Harajuku-style music, fashion, and dance to educate, 
entertain, and energize children and families. This project 
was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services. Aug. 13, 11 a.m. 805-925-0994. 

engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VALLEY READS BOOK CLUB The Valley 
Reads meets every month on the first 
Saturday of the month. The book for the 

month of August is Maybe You Should Talk to Someone 
by Lori Gottlieb. Registration encouraged. Aug. 13, 2-3 
p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org/city-
government/departments/library. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

WINE AND DESIGN CLASSES Check Wine and 
Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of classes, 
for various ages. ongoing. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. 
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-6 AND 7-12 For ages 
5-6 (Mondays) and 7-12 (Tuesdays), 3:15-4:15 p.m. 805-
668-2125. lila.community/. LilA Creative Community, 
1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

OPEN STUDIO FOR ADULTS Call to reserve. All 
materials included. Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. and Wednesdays, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $35. 805-668-2125. lila.community. 
Guests can come in and decide what materials they would 
like to work with and create freely. Share your creative 
process with others and see how your work will flourish. 
Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. & Wednesdays, 12:30-3:30 p.m. $40. 
805-668-2125. Lila.community/. LilA Creative Community, 
1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

SAND IN OUR SHORTS: A NIGHT OF SKETCH 
COMEDY AND SONG This two-act vaudeville review 
is jam packed with enough sketches and songs to split 
your sides. Drawing on the grand tradition of vaudeville 
and variety shows, this is a compilation of some of 
the venue’s favorite comedy “shorts,” new and old. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m., Saturdays, Sundays, 
2 p.m. and Sundays, 6 p.m. through Sept. 17 $30-
$36. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.com. Great 
American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ACTOR’S EDGE: ACTING CLASSES Actor’s Edge 
offers film and television acting training in San Luis 
Obispo, plus exposure to Los Angeles talent agents. All 

ages and skill levels welcome. Classes available in SLO, 
LA, and on zoom. $210 per month. actorsedge.com. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

ALL LEVELS POTTERY CLASSES Anam Cre is a 
pottery studio in SLO that offers a variety of classes. 
This specific class is open to any level. Teachers are 
present for questions, but the class feels more like an 
open studio time for potters. Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. $40. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis 
Obispo, 805-896-6197, anamcre.com.

ARTIST RIKI SCHUMACHER AT ART CENTRAL 
GALLERY Schumacher’s work is pensive and 
introspective, inspiring one to take a solitary walk on a 
cloudy day. Wander in to reflect on her “delicious, wistful 
landscapes.” Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
Sundays, 12-4 p.m. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
gallery-artists/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,  
San Luis Obispo.

ARTISTS AT SLO GALLERY Feast your eyes on 
amazing works by exceptional California artists. The 
ever-changing display of fine art includes paintings, 
photography, and sculpture representing a wide variety 
of styles. Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through 
Oct. 2 Free. 805-926-5050. slogallery.com. SLO Gallery, 
1019 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo.

BISQUEWARE PAINTING Paint a mug, platter, or 
figurine. All materials provided, and many options to 
choose from. No class fee, just pay for item and firing. For 
large parties, please call in advance. Mondays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. through Sept. 5 $10-$65. 805-896-6197. Anam 
Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 
anamcre.com.

CALL FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS AND SCULPTORS 
SLO Gallery is seeking additional artistic talent to 
accompany the amazing array of art on display in the 
gallery. Photography is displayed in its own room and 
sculpture will be presented in focal points throughout the 
gallery. Through Aug. 31 818-762-6782. slogallery.com. 
SLO Gallery, 1019 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo.

CAMILLE HOFFMAN: SEE AND MISSED Artist 
Camille Hoffman uses materials collected from childhood 
and her everyday life to craft imaginary landscapes that 
are grounded in accumulation, rehabilitation, personal 
narrative, and historical critique. Through Aug. 22 sloma.
org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St.,  
San Luis Obispo, 543-8562.

CERAMIC LESSONS AND MORE Now offering 
private one-on-one and group lessons in the ceramic arts. 
Both hand building and wheel throwing options. Beginners 
welcomed. 805-835-5893. hmcruceceramics.com/. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FLOWER POWER
Night Flowers: An Evening of Flamenco, featuring Seattle-
based Flamenco dancer Savannah Fuentes, takes place at the 
San Luis Obispo Guild Hall on Monday, Aug. 15, at 8 p.m. 
Fuentes will be joined by singer and multi-instrumentalist 
Diego Amador Jr. during the program. Tickets to the show 
range from $12 to $40. Visit savannahf.com for more info. The 
SLO Guild Hall is located at 2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAVANNAH FUENTES

ARTS continued page 11

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
Arts ..............................10

Culture & Lifestyle .........12

Food & Drink ................13

Music ...........................13

NOTE: Local COVID-19 case 
numbers and changing health 
precautions may cause some event 
cancellations and venue closures. 
Please check with the venues 
directly, and most of all, stay safe!

AUG. 11 – AUG. 18 AUG. 11 – AUG. 18 
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CERTAIN MATTER: A GROUP EXHIBITION OF 
MATERIAL ABSTRACTION IN CONTEMPORARY 
ART Investigating themes like organic and inorganic 
forms, meditation, consumption and digital 
representation through a variety of diverse media. With 
artists Linda Sormin, Chris Pate, Connie Martin, John 
Trevino, Sarah Mikenis, David McDonald, Amy Vensel, 
Alexis Arnold, and Garet Zook. Opening Aug. 18. 
Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through Oct. 14. 805-
546-3202. cuesta.edu/student/campuslife/artgallery/
index.html. Harold J. Miossi Gallery, Highway 1,  
San Luis Obispo.

CERTAIN MATTER: OPENING RECEPTION AND 
ARTIST TALK Food, drink, and music, starting at 4:30 
p.m. Artist panel discussion at 6 p.m. with most of the 
9 artists in attendance. Aug. 18, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 805-
546-3201. cuesta.edu/student/campuslife/artgallery/
index.html. Harold J. Miossi Gallery, Highway 1,  
San Luis Obispo.

COMEDY NIGHT 
Professional comedy 
show featuring local and 
touring comics. Hosted 
by Aidan Candelario. 
Third Thursday of 
every month, 7-9 p.m. 
$5. 805-540-8300. 
Bang the Drum Brewery, 
1150 Laurel Lane, suite 
130, San Luis Obispo, 
bangthedrumbrewery.com.

CYRANO DE BERGERAC CCSF presents this 
outdoor production, described as Shakespearean 
in its epic passion and lush language. A romantic 
swashbuckling tale of love, honor, friendship, and 
panache. A timeless story that celebrates love and 
the humorous and heartbreaking ways we try to 
express it. Fridays, 7:30-10 p.m. and Saturdays, 
Sundays, 6-8:30 p.m. through Aug. 14 $12-$20. 
centralcoastshakespeare.org/. Filipponi Ranch, 1850 
Calle Joaquin, San Luis Obispo.

DATE NIGHT POTTERY Looking for a fun date night? 
Head to Anam Cre Pottery Studio and play with clay. 
Couples will learn how to throw a pot on the wheel and 
make a cheeseboard. Fridays, Saturdays, 6-8 p.m. 
$140. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-896-6197, anamcre.com.

FREE DOCENT TOURS AT SLOMA Gain a deeper 
understanding of the artwork on view with SLOMA’s 
new docent tours. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 805-543-
8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 
Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

FUN FRAMES WITH THE FAMILY WITH 
SPENCER COLLINS In this one-hour class, students 
use Posca Paint Pens to decorate frames. Bring in a 4x6 
picture of your child or family (maybe the family pet) 
and create a colorful frame to match. Aug. 13, 1-2 p.m. 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. 
Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

INTERMEDIATE OIL PAINTING: ADULT ART 
CLASS This class is for students who may have tried 
oil painting in the past but are looking to advance their 
skill levels. Color theory and proportion study will be a 
focus in the class. Mondays, 2-5 p.m. $30 per student 
or $75 for 3 classes. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.
com/workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.

INTRO TO DRAWING: CHILDREN’S ART 
CLASS Students will learn the basics of how to draw 
animals and faces. To sign-up, contact Spencer at 
spencerpoulter@yahoo.com Aug. 14, 1-2 p.m. $25 
per student or $40 for 2 students. 805-747-4200. 
artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. Art Central, 
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

LEARN TO WEAVE MONDAYS An opportunity 
to learn how a four-shaft loom works. You will get 
acquainted as a new weaver or as a refresher with lots 
of tips and tricks. This class includes getting to know 
a loom, how to prepare/dress a loom, and much much 
more. Mondays, 1-4 p.m. $75 monthly. 805-441-8257. 
Patricia Martin: Whispering Vista Studios, 224 Squire 
Canyon Rd, San Luis Obispo, patriciamartinartist.com.

MASK MAKING AND HAT MAKING Geared for 
children and adults. Spirits of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera 
St., San Luis Obispo, spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

NEAL MENDOZA: PRETTY RUBBISH In his 
exhibition, “Pretty Rubbish”, Neil Mendoza gives 
form to environmental issues. His mixed media work 
uses absurdity as a reaction to the path of growing 
consumption that society is following at the expense 
of a sustainable future. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of 
Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

NEIL MENDOZA In his exhibition, “Pretty Rubbish”, 
Neil Mendoza gives form to environmental issues. His 
mixed media work uses absurdity as a reaction to the 
path of growing consumption that society is following at 
the expense of a sustainable future. Thursdays, 11 a.m. 
through Aug. 18. 805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

ARTS continued page 12

ARTS from page 10

AUG. 11 – AUG. 18 
2022

Welcome to Freedom

Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events at any time without notice. Must be 21 or older. Gambling 
problem? Call 1.800.GAMBLER.

ALWAYS AMAZING.
NEVER ROUTINE.

HOME FREE
SEPTEMBER 16 | FRIDAY | 8PM

CHRISTOPHER CROSS
SEPTEMBER 24 | SATURDAY | 8PM

PESADO
SEPTEMBER 23 | FRIDAY | 8PM

QUEEN NATION
OCTOBER 1 | SATURDAY | 8PM

Great Snacks · Cold Beer · Hwy 1 Oceano · 805-489-2499 · americanmelodrama.com 

OPENING WEEK SPECIAL! 
“SAND IN OUR SHORTS”

$20 tickets Aug. 11 through Aug. 14 only. 
Limit 2 per order. USE CODE: SEAGULL

*Not valid for any other show dates.

ON 
SALE 
NOW

AUGUST 11 - SEPTEMBER 17
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2022
SUMMER

CONCERT SERIES

Call for Reservations  
805-927-4502 

www.raggedpointinn.com

FEATURING 
Central Coast bands, BBQ,  

and beer on our outdoor  
patio from 12-4pm

AUGUST

8/13  Cocktail Shorty 
8/14  Rough House
8/20 Shameless 
8/21 Soleffect
8/27  Lunar Radio 
8/28  Jill Knight

9/03  Spanky Paul 
9/04  Lunar Radio 
9/05  Zen Mountain 
   Poets

SEPTEMBER

Sat, Sept. 17, 2022

Taste of downtown 
paso robles

Presented by:
PASO ROBLES MAIN STREET ASSOCIATION

Does your organization sell tickets? 
Get more exposure and sell more tickets with a local 

media partner. Call 805-546-8208 for more info.

ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

Downtown Paso Robles,
12th and Park Streets

ON SALE NOW!

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

MY805TIX.COM

OCARINA MAKING POTTERY WORKSHOP Ocarinas 
are ceramic wind instruments dating back to pre-historic 
times, throughout Europe, South America, Egypt, India, 
and China. Students learn clay working techniques, will 
make and tune a four-hole ocarina capable of playing a 
complete major scale. Aug. 13, 3:30-5:30 p.m. $80. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis 
Obispo, 805-896-6197, anamcre.com.

OPEN MIC COMEDY Sign-ups at 6:30 p.m. Hosted 
by Aidan Candelario. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-540-
8300. saintsbarrel.com/event-calendar. Saints Barrel 
Wine Bar, 1021 Higuerra St., San Luis Obispo.

PAINTING CLASSES Easels, brushes, and canvases 
provided. Limited to 20 students. ongoing Spirits 
of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 
spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

PICKET PAINTING PARTY Decorative picket 
purchasing opportunities are available to show your 
support and help fund maintenance and educational 
programs in the Children’s Garden. Second Saturday of 
every month, 1-4 p.m. $75 per picket or 2 for $100. 805-
541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SCULPTURE CLASS WITH ROD PEREZ This weekly 
sculpture drop-in class gives an opportunity for potters 
to take on new projects and learn new techniques relating 
to sculptural work. Additionally, every first Friday of the 
month, a new project will be taught by Rod Perez for 
beginners. Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon $40. anamcre.com. 
Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243 Monterey St., San Luis 
Obispo, 805-896-6197.

SECOND SATURDAYS FREE ART EVENT SLOMA’s 
Second Saturdays program features art-making activities 
that complement the Museum’s current exhibitions. It’s 
completely free and open to the public, on the lawn outside 
SLOMA’s Mission Plaza double doors. Second Saturday of 
every month, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. through Dec. 10 Free. 805-
543-8562. sloma.org/events/second-saturdays/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO COMEDY UNDERGROUND AT SLO PUBLIC 
MARKET Held in the Event Center at SLO Public Market. 
Aug. 19, 7-8:30 p.m. 805-215-3669. slopublicmarket.
com/events. SLO Public Market, Bonetti Ranch, San Luis 
Obispo.

SLO DANCE ARGENTINE TANGO CLASS AND 
PRACTICA Please come and join us for a Basic Argentine 
Tango class every Sunday in August, from 6 to 7 p.m., 
followed by a practica from 7 to 9 p.m. Sundays, 6-9 p.m. 
through Aug. 28 $10. 805-710-4388. Odd Fellows Hall, 
520 Dana St., San Luis Obispo.

STEEL MAGNOLIAS SLO REP presents this beloved 
comedy about six Louisiana women who gather under 
the hairdryers of their local beauty salon to share gossip, 
laughter, and the bond of friendship. Running Thursdays-
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays, 2-4 p.m. 
through Aug. 14 $20-$38. 805-786-2440. slorep.org/. 
SLO REP kicks off the 2022-23 season with this funny and 
tenderhearted favorite. Laugh out loud, cry in spite of 
yourself, and fall in love with the characters that are “as 
delicate as magnolias but as tough as steel.” Thursdays-
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays, 2-4 p.m. 
through Aug. 14 $20-$38. 805-786-2440. slorep.org/
shows/steel-magnolias/. San Luis Obispo Repertory 
Theatre, 888 Morro St., San Luis Obispo.

VIRGINIA MACK: BEGINNING WATERCOLOR This 
is a watercolor class designed to let you jump in and 
try out this engaging medium through experimentation. 
It’s designed for beginners and those with watercolor 
experience who wish to expand their knowledge of 
painting in watercolors. To enroll please contact Mack 
via email: vbmack@charter.net Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30 
p.m. $35. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-
events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

YOU HAD TO BE THERE: PROFESSIONAL 
STANDUP COMEDY This tour is taking over Hoagies 
for the night and turning it into a comedy club. Bringing 
4 comedians on a secret lineup. You won’t know unless 
you show. Aug. 11, 8-10 p.m. $20. eventbrite.com. 
Hoagies SLO, 1234 Monterey St. #120, San Luis Obispo, 
805-439-3318.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking 
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and 
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria, 
Citywide, Santa Maria.

FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 
a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LET’S BLOW OFF SOME STEAM Curious 
preschoolers and caregivers, come to a special story 
time filled with exploration and discovery, designed for 
preschoolers ages 3 to 5. Aug. 12, 11 a.m. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library 

(Altrusa Theater), 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

NEXT CHAPTER BOOK CLUB Each month will feature 
a new chapter book. Talk about last month’s book, then 
read the first chapter of the new book together. Copies 
of the book provided on a first come, first served basis. 
For youth, 8 through 12 years of age. Aug. 11, 3:30 p.m. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library (Altrusa Theater), 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria.

SANTA MARIA COIN CLUB: MONTHLY MEETING 
Coin collectors of all ages invited. Bring coins for free 
appraisals. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m. 
Yearly membership: $20-$25. 805-937-3158. Elwin 
Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM TOURS The collection includes late 
1800’s-early 1900’s Engine used by the Betteravia Union 
Sugar Company, a 1930’s Sacramento Northern box 
car, and more. Second Saturday of every month, 12-4 
p.m. smvrhm.com. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and 
Boone Streets, Santa Maria.

SMVGS MEETING Visitors welcome. Contact smvgs.
org for program and location info. Third Thursday of 
every month, 2:15-4 p.m. smvgs.org. Santa Maria Valley 
Genealogical Society, 908 Sierra Madre, Santa Maria.

TECH HELP SATURDAYS Schedule a one-on-one 
appointment for instruction on technology topics like 
setting-up new devices, installing apps, privacy best 
practices, and enjoying library e-resources at home. 
Registration is required. Aug. 20, 11 a.m. Free. 805-925-
0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TEEN ANIME CLUB If you’re a teen who is into anime or 
manga, come to Anime Club. Hang out with other fans, eat 
Japanese snacks, and do fun activities. New members are 
always welcome. Aug. 19, 4-5:30 p.m. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Shepard Hall Art Gallery - Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 South McClelland St., Santa 
Maria.

TEEN GAMING Teens, bring your friends for a Friday 
afternoon of gaming. Play against your friends or sit back 
and watch the action on our large screen. Light snacks 
will be provided. Aug. 12, 4-5:45 p.m. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Shepard Hall Art Gallery - Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 South McClelland St., Santa 
Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call 
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. ongoing 
Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa 
Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BEGINNER GROUP SURF LESSONS AND SURF 
CAMPS Lessons and camp packages available daily. All 
equipment included. ongoing Starts at $70. 805-835-
7873. sandbarsurf.com/. Sandbar Surf School Meetup 
Spot, 110 Park Ave., Pismo Beach.

CENTRAL CORE WEEKEND WELLNESS FITNESS 
RETREAT: WATER WEEKEND After Pilates workouts 
in the studio, we’ll head to the water. Choose surf or 
boogie board, and everyone does SUP Pilates. Enjoy 
wine tasting and mineral springs. The small event is open 
to everyone and all fitness levels. You don’t need to be 
studio member. Aug. 20, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Aug. 21, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. $325. 805-295-9505. centralcore.fitness. 
Central Core, 1160 Price Street, Pismo Beach.

FREE YOGA FOR FIRST 
RESPONDERS, EMS, 
AND COMMUNITY 
CARETAKERS Join 
for some well-deserved 
self-care. Anyone including 
fire, EMS, police, hospital 
workers, medical staff, 
assisted living caretakers, 
etc. is welcome. All yoga 
abilities are encouraged 
to attend. Please email 
empoweryoga805@gmail.
com in advance to enroll. 
Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 805-
619-0989. Empower Yoga 
Studio and Community 
Boutique, 775 W. Grand 
Ave., Grover Beach, 
empoweryoga805.com.

MASTER GARDNER 
VICTORY WORKSHOP 
SERIES Come learn the 
basics of how to grow your 
own food with your local 
UC Master Gardeners. 
Find out how to start 
your garden quickly and 
easily in a container, in the 
backyard, or at a community 
garden. Discount for OCSD 
residents. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
through Aug. 28 $55 for 
the series or $15 per class. 
805-781-5939. Oceano 
Train Depot, 1650 Front St., 
Oceano.

MONEY MAKER 
WORKSHOP An afternoon of personal and professional 
growth. Aug. 14, 12-5 p.m. my805tix.com. Dolphin Bay 
Resort, 2727 Shell Beach Road, Pismo Beach.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WATCH AND CLOCK 
COLLECTORS, CHPT. 52 Come join a friendly 
meeting of watch and clock collectors. Members bring 
watches and clocks to show, plus there are discussions 
of all things horological. Second Sunday of every month, 
1:30-3 p.m. 805-547-1715. new.nawcc.org/index.php/
chapter-52-los-padres. Central Coast Senior Center, 1580 
Railroad St., Oceano.

POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE TOURS Tours will 
give you a glimpse into the lives of Lighthouse Keepers 
and their families, while helping keep our jewel of the 
Central Coast preserved and protected. In-person and 
virtual tours offered. Check website for more details. 
Wednesdays, Saturdays pointsanluislighthouse.org/. 
Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SOCIAL GROUP FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS 
Call for more details. Second Saturday of every month, 
10 a.m. 805-904-6615. Oak Park Christian Church, 386 
N Oak Park Blvd., Grover Beach.

VOLKSMARCH PISMO Central Coast Beach 
Boardwalkers is hosting a 5K/10K group walk starting at 
the Pismo Lighthouse Suites. All ages and canine friends 
welcome. Aug. 13, 8 a.m.-noon Free; $3 for stamping 
book. 805-714-1552. Pismo Lighthouse Suites, 2411 
Price St., Pismo Beach, pismolighthousesuites.com.

WEEKLY WATER SAFETY LESSONS Facility 
advertised as open and safe. Give the office a call to 
register over the phone. Mondays-Fridays $160-$190. 
805-481-6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, 
Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

BEYOND MINDFULNESS Realize your potential 
through individualized meditation instruction with an 
experienced teacher via Zoom. This class is for those 
who wish to begin a practice or seek to deepen an 
existing one. Flexible days and times. Certified with IMTA. 
Email or text for information. Mondays-Sundays, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Sliding scale. 559-905-9274. theartofsilence.
net. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CAL HOPE SLO GROUPS AT TMHA Visit website 
for full list of weekly Zoom groups available. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays calhopeconnect.org. 
Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

CAL POLY WOMEN’S SOCCER VS. IOWA It’s Youth 
Day, so all kids ages 13 and under get in for free and can 
get autographs from the Mustangs after the game. Aug. 
21, 10:30 a.m. Free for kids. 805-756-4849. gopoly.
com/. Alex G. Spanos Stadium, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis 
Obispo.

CENTRAL COAST POLYAMORY (VIRTUALLY VIA 
ZOOM) Hosting a discussion group featuring different 
topics relating to ethical non-monogamy every month. 
Virtually meet via Zoom. Third Wednesday of every 
month, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

FREE GUIDED MEDITATION GROUP A free guided 
meditation group held every Friday morning. Call for more 
info. Fridays, 10-10:45 a.m. through Jan. 27 Free. 805-
439-2757. RuthCherryPhD.com. Online, See website,  
San Luis Obispo.

THE SWINGING ’60S
The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department and the 
Santa Maria Valley Senior Club co-host Let’s Rock with Riptide, 
a 1960s-themed dance concert with the Riptide Big Band, at the 
Elwin Mussell Senior Center on Sunday, Aug. 14, from 1:30 to 
4 p.m. Guest vocalists include Bob Nations, Mitch Latting, and 
Judy Lindquist. Admission is free, thanks to grant funding from 
the Community Foundation of SLO County. Visit riptidebb.com 
for more info. The venue is located at 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

—C.W.
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GALA PRIDE AND DIVERSITY CENTER BOARD 
MEETING (VIA ZOOM) Monthly meeting of the Gala 
Pride and Diversity Center Board of Directors. Meets 
virtually via Zoom and is open to members of the public. 
Visit galacc.org/events to fill out the form to request 
meeting access. Third Tuesday of every month, 6-8 p.m. 
No admission fee. galacc.org. Online, See website,  
San Luis Obispo.

HEALING DEPRESSION SUPPORT GROUP A safe 
place for anyone suffering from the pain of depression. 
We do not criticize but do share our journey, feelings, and 
what works for us. We can meet in person or use Zoom 
if needed. Mondays, 6-7 p.m. Free. 805-528-3194. Hope 
House Wellness Center, 1306 Nipomo St., San Luis Obispo.

LGBTQ+ FED THERAPIST LEAD SUPPORT GROUP 
(VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) A pro-recovery group offering 
space to those seeking peer support, all stages of 
ED recovery. We understand recovery isn’t linear and 
judgment-free support is crucial. Share, listen, and be part 
of a community building up each other. Third Wednesday 
of every month, 7-8 p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION (ONLINE 
MEETING) Zoom series hosted by TMHA. Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m.-noon Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 
784 High Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

QI GONG FITNESS ONLINE Qi Gong combines 
balance, posture, meditation and gentle physical training 
for optimum health. Registration begins Aug. 8 for 
online class, Wednesdays, from 9:35 to 10:35 a.m. with 
experienced instructor Gary West. For ages 18 and over. 
Wednesdays. through Dec. 7 $67. 805-549-1222.  
slcusd.asapconnected.com. Online, See website, San 
Luis Obispo.

QI GONG FOR MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT Learn and 
practice qi gong, a Chinese system for physical, mental 
and spiritual development. This class is conducted 
outdoors in a beautiful setting, which is the best place 
to do qi gong, as its inspiration is drawn from nature. 
Certified instructor: Devin Wallace. Tuesdays, 10-11 a.m. 
$10. 805-709-2227. Crows End Retreat Center, 6340 
Squire Ct., San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering 
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

SECOND SATURDAY OPEN AIR MARKET: LOS 
OLIVOS A carefully curated open air artisan and farm 
market. Features great vintage finds, handwoven and 
hand dyed textiles, hand-spun yarn, organic body care 
products, and locally grown organic eats. Second 
Saturday of every month, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805-722-
4338. Sisters Gifts and Home, 349 Bell Street,  
Los Alamos.

STANDING SUN: CELLAR CLUB Visit site for Cellar 
Club details and more info. Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. 805-691-9413. standingsunwines.com. Standing 
Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY Every Friday evening through 
the summer. Grab some food and come enjoy it at COLD 
Coast Brewing, Lompoc’s newest 
family-friendly gathering hall. Fridays, 
5:30-8 p.m. through Aug. 19 Free. 
COLD Coast Brewing Company, 118 W 
Ocean Ave, Lompoc, 805-819-0723, 
coldcoastbrewing.com.

HEAD GAMES TRIVIA AND TACO 
TUESDAYS CLASH Don’t miss 
Head Games Trivia at COLD Coast Brewing Company 
every Tuesday night. Teams can be up to 6 members. 
Earn prizes and bragging rights. Kekas will be serving 
their delicious local fare. Fun for all ages. Tuesdays, 7-9 
p.m. Free. 805-819-0723. coldcoastbrewing.com. COLD 
Coast Brewing Company, 118 W Ocean Ave, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/LOS ALAMOS

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Wine 
Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532, 
winestoneinn.com/.

OLD TOWN ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Third 
Wednesday of every month, 4:30-7:30 p.m. through Nov. 
1 Historic Old Town Orcutt, S. Broadway and Union Ave., 
Orcutt.

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call or go online 
to make a reservation to taste at the winery or find 
more info on the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing 
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 
Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110.

TACO TUESDAY Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 
255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532,  
winestoneinn.com/.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNTY_

COME CELEBRATE 
RELAXATION DAY Amidst 
the busy life, we forget that our 
body, mind, and soul need to 
relax. Features free 10 minute 
chair massages, sound bath 
performance, aromatherapy, and 
a Spa concierge to book your 
appointments. Aug. 15, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. my805tix.com. Sycamore 
Mineral Springs Resort, 1215 Avila 
Beach Dr., Avila Beach.

PISMO BEACH FARMERS 
MARKET Features various vendors 
selling their goods. Wednesdays, 
4-7 p.m. Pismo Beach Farmers 
Market, Pismo Pier, 805. 773.4382.

MUSIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY_

FRANKIE VALLI AND THE 
FOUR SEASONS LIVE Aug. 
19, 8 p.m. $79-$129. Chumash 
Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 
246, Santa Ynez, 800-248-6274, 
chumashcasino.com/entertainment.

LIVE BRAZILIAN MUSIC Come 
and enjoy Brazilian music, live 
every Saturday night this summer. 
Saturdays, 5:45-8 p.m. through 
Sept. 10 Aly’s Grill from Brazil,  
205 E. Highway 246, Buellton,  
805-697-7944.

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 
2-6 p.m. Brick Barn Wine Estate, 
795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-
1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

THE MOLLY RINGWALD 
PROJECT LIVE Playing ‘80s 
covers. Aug. 19, 9 p.m. $10. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-
686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN Weekly concerts in the 
Solvang Theater Garden includes SitaraSon, Just Dave 
Band, Blue Breeze Band, Modern Cocktail Society, The 
Molly Ringwald Project, and Mambo Soul Band. Aug. 21, 
3-5 p.m. $40. 805-686-1789. Solvang Festival Theater, 
420 2nd St., Solvang.

PAUL KENT TRIO LIVE Aug. 21, 2-6 p.m. Brick Barn 
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208, 
brickbarnwineestate.com.

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 
805-686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/LOS ALAMOS

805 FUNK’N SOUL FESTIVAL Featuring live bands, 
including The Bar-Kays, Club Nouveau, Lakeside, and 
more. Aug. 20 $40-$125. Santa Maria Fairpark, 937 S. 
Thornburg St., Santa Maria.

THE HOMESTEAD: LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO 
Check the Homestead’s Facebook page for details on 
live music events. Fridays, Saturdays The Homestead, 
105 W. Clark Ave, Old Orcutt, 805-287-9891, 

thehomesteadoldorcutt.com.

LET’S ROCK WITH RIPTIDE 
Featuring Riptide Big Band, with 
vocalists Bob Nations, Mitch Latting, 
and Judy Lindquist. Grant funding 
by Community Foundation of San 
Luis Obispo County. ‘60s attire 
encouraged. Aug. 14, 1:30-4 p.m. 

Free. 775-813-5186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell 
Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

LIVE MUSIC AT THE SHIFT Check the Shift’s social 
media for updates on live music happenings. Fridays, 
Saturdays theshiftrestaurant.com. The Shift, 205 E Clark 
Ave., Orcutt, 805-264-7871.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

DAVE BECKER QUARTET WITH NICOLE 
STROMSOE: LIVE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE Enjoy 
some of the Central Coast’s very finest musical talent 
performing on the area’s most spectacular stage, 
perched high atop the blue Pacific Ocean. Aug. 13, 
2-5:30 p.m. my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 
Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CARBON CITY LIGHTS LIVE AT CONCERTS IN 
THE PLAZA Concerts in the Plaza, presented by Sunset 
Honda and hosted by Downtown SLO, is the largest 
free concert series on the Central Coast. All concerts 
are free to the public. Aug. 12, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
downtownslo.com/events/concerts. Mission Plaza, 
Downtown, San Luis Obispo.

DRUM CIRCLE SING-A-LONG Limited to 20 
drummers. Learn African music through drumming and 
song. ongoing Spirits of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera St., 
San Luis Obispo, spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

EASTON EVERETT SOLO Enjoy some indie-acoustic, 
live music. Thursdays, 5:30-7:30 p.m. eastoneverett.
com. Big Sky Cafe, 1121 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, 
(805)545-5401.

LIVE MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. Enjoy live music 
by local favorites. Wine available by the flight, glass, 
or bottle. Thursdays-Saturdays, 6-9 p.m. Ragtag Wine 
Co., 779 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 805-439-0774, 
ragtagwineco.com.

LIVE MUSIC FROM GUITAR WIZ BILLY FOPPIANO 
AND MAD DOG Join “Guitar Wiz” Billy Foppiano and 
his trusty side kick Mad Dog for a mix of blues, R&B, and 
more. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-544-2100. Bon 
Temps Creole Cafe, 1819 Osos Street, San Luis Obispo, 
bontempscreolecafe.com/index.htm.

PETRELLA AND MIXED INFLUENCE: IN 
CONCERT Join us at the San Luis Obispo Library for 
an exciting, live concert from the “First Lady of Country 
Soul,” Petrella and her band, Mixed Influence. Acclaimed 
singer-songwriter Petrella has opened for legendary 
performers such as The Spinners and Gladys Knight. 
Aug. 13, 1-2 p.m. Free. 805-781-4187. slolibrary.org. 
San Luis Obispo Library Community Room, 995 Palm 
Street, San Luis Obispo.

RESONANCE PRESENTS: RETROSPECTIVE The 
30 voices of Resonance present this concert celebrating 
10 years as an ensemble, with a look back at some of the 
group’s favorite pieces from the past decade, a few new 
ones, and a special performance including Resonance 
alumni singers. Aug. 13, 8-10 p.m. $20-$30. Mission 
San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, 751 Palm Street, San Luis 
Obispo, 781-8220, missionsanluisobispo.org/.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY FEATURES CYNTHIA 
FORD, CASSI NICHOLLS, STEVE KEY Three 
singer-songwriters share the stage, swapping songs 
and stories, in-the-round. Steve Key is a native New 
Yorker, Cassi’s from Michigan, and Cynthia grew up in 
Gilroy, across the street from John Lee Hooker. Their 
styles range from country and blues to pop and rock. 
Aug. 14, 2-5 p.m. Free. 805-204-6821. stevekey.com/
events. Central Coast Brewing, 6 Higuera Street, San 
Luis Obispo.

SUNDAY MUSIC AT RAGTAG WINE CO. Enjoy live 
music by local favorites. Wine available by the flight, 
glass, or bottle. Sundays, 4-7 p.m. Ragtag Wine Co., 
779 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 805-439-0774, 
ragtagwineco.com.

THE TIPSY GYPSIES LIVE AT CONCERTS IN THE 
PLAZA Concerts in the Plaza, presented by Sunset 
Honda and hosted by Downtown SLO, is the largest 
free concert series on the Central Coast. All concerts 
are free to the public. Aug. 19, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
downtownslo.com/events/concerts. Mission Plaza, 
Downtown, San Luis Obispo. m

SKATERS GONNA SKATE
Lompoc Parks and Recreation hosts its annual Skateboard 
Competition at the Lompoc Skate Park on Saturday, Aug. 
20, at 11 a.m. The event, co-sponsored by Surf Connection, 
is open to skaters ages 7 and older. Refreshments will 
be provided by the Lompoc Foursqaure Church. Pre-
registration is encouraged at cityoflompoc.com/recreation. 
The Lompoc Skate Park is located at 305 W. College Ave., 
Lompoc.

—C.W
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Comedian and country singer 
Rodney Carrington brings  
Let Me In! Tour to Santa Ynez

 The Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez presents a live 
performance from country artist, comedian, and actor Rodney 
Carrington on Friday, Aug. 12, at 8 p.m., in the venue’s Samala 
Showroom. The show is part of Carrington’s Let Me In! Tour. 
Tickets to the event range from $39 to $59.
 Carrington is a platinum-selling record artist with eight 
major record label comedy albums under his belt. His comedy 
act typically combines stand-up with original songs, according 
to press materials. In 2017, Carrington’s album, Here Comes 
the Truth, climbed to the top of Spotify’s comedy charts and 
spawned a Netflix special. His latest album, Get Em Out, was 
released in 2019.
 Between 2004 and 2006, Carrington starred on the 
television sitcom, Rodney, which ran for two seasons on ABC. 
He also co-starred with Toby Keith in the 2008 film, Beer for My 
Horses, which Carrington co-wrote with Keith.
 For tickets and more info on Carrington’s upcoming 
performance at the Chumash Casino Resort, call (805) 686-
0855 or visit chumashcasino.com. The resort is located at 
3400 Highway 246, Santa Ynez.

Two local painters explore 
several settings in new  
Los Olivos exhibit,  
Romance of the Landscape

 Gallery Los Olivos’ latest duo exhibition, Romance of 
the Landscape, debuted at the beginning of August and is 
scheduled to run through the end of the month. This exhibit 
highlights river, mountain, vineyard, and ocean scenes by local 
artists Linda Mutti (whose work is pictured) and Sheryl Knight. 
The two painters are longtime friends and often paint together.
 Call (805) 688-7517 or visit gallerylosolivos.com for more 
info on Romance of the Landscape. Gallery Los Olivos is located 
at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos. The venue is open Thursday 
through Monday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Orcutt Community Theater 
holds staged reading of  
Just Passing
 Performances of Just Passing, a staged reading with 
music hosted by Orcutt Community Theater, will be held at the 
Minerva Club in Santa Maria on Friday, Aug. 12, and Saturday, 
Aug. 13, at 7 p.m., and Sunday, Aug. 14, at 2 p.m.
 Written by Candyce Columbus, Just Passing is a drama-
comedy that follows three siblings of a dysfunctional family 
during the funeral for their mother, who watches the event 
unfold from the hereafter. Tickets to the show are available in 
advance at my805tix.com. 
 Visit orcuttcommunitytheater.org for more info. The Minerva 
Club is located at 127 W. Boone St., Santa Maria. m

 
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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BY GLEN STARKEY

We park in a makeshift lot off the main road 
into Filipponi Ranch, grab our lawn chairs 
and picnic, and make our way down a graded 

pathway. As we round the corner, like a mirage 
shimmering in an empty field, the set of the Central 
Coast Shakespeare Festival’s Cyrano De Bergerac 
appears. It’s weird seeing this beautiful, elaborate 
structure floating in the middle of nowhere.
 Designed by retired Cal Poly Theatre and 
Dance Department faculty member Al Schnupp 
and built by Tim Donovan, its three levels include 
multiple doors, a dual staircase, a landing, and two 
balconies. It immediately transports us to the 17th 
century, more so when Ragueneau the baker (Mark 
Klassen) appears in period dress and walks among 
us hawking his wares, “Eclairs? Eclairs?” I was too 
far away to see for certain, but I thought he might 
be handing out Hostess Twinkies to the audience 
members brave enough to wave him over.
 The play—written by Edmond Rostand in 
1897—opens at a performance at the Hotel De 
Bourgogne Theatre in Paris, and we audience 
members are suddenly players within the 
play, watching both Cyrano De Bergerac and a 
performance of La Clorise by the supercilious “actor” 
Montfleury (Tyler Lopez), who our hero Cyrano 

(John Pillow) had banished from the stage for his 
previous banal performances. 
 Cyrano’s bestie, Le Bret (Jude Walker), warns 
Montfleury to leave the stage before Cyrano arrives. 
He doesn’t go. We can’t wait to see what happens 
next as we sip our delicious Filipponi wine and 
marvel at an unseasonably warm and magical 
Central Coast evening.
 The play is a favorite of English literature, 
mounted many times over and frequently brought 
to the big screen, most recently in director Joe 
Wright’s Cyrano (2021), starring Peter Dinklage in 
the titular role and Haley Bennett as Roxane, the 
object of Cyrano’s desire. Hence, this story should be 
a familiar one.
 Cyrano is a revered swordsman and gifted 
poet—a superman among men. He also suffers 
from debilitating insecurity about a perceived 

physical shortcoming. He thinks his nose is 
horrifying to the point that he’s unworthy 
of love, especially the love of beautiful 
Roxane (Heather MacLeod), a cousin with 
whom he played as children. 

She’s deeply fond of Cyrano but falls 
instead for Christian (Gryphon Strom), 
a handsome but plainspoken recruit in 
Cyrano’s regiment. Out of his desire for 
Roxane’s happiness, Cyrano agrees to help 
Christian win her affection by penning 
heart-stirring love letters. Yes, it’s a tragedy 
of epic proportions, but one filled with 
laughs, romance, swashbuckling battles, 
and mellifluous speeches.

Case in point, flash back to Hotel De 
Bourgogne, where 
Cyrano has indeed 
run Montfleury off 
the stage but is then 
challenged by Valvert 
(also Gryphon Strom—
several actors play 
multiple roles in the 
production) to a duel. 
To make it interesting, 
Cyrano announces 
he will improvise a 
poem about the duel 
during the battle, 
ending the fight with 
a final thrust of his 
sword as he speaks his 
last lines. Cyrano is 
unquestionably a total 
badass. Too bad he can’t 
get over his schnoz, 
which isn’t even big. 

At the heart of the 

play is this notion of worthiness. Christian is a 
decent enough guy, but Roxane shallowly assumes 
his good looks equate to poet’s soul. Some of the 
fun is when Christian finds himself interacting 
with Roxane without the aid of Cyrano’s sparkling 
words. Those words had led Roxane to fall deeply 
in love with Christian, though she’s actually in love 
with the mind behind the words—Cyrano. The play 
may be 125 years old, but its entanglements feel very 
modern, certainly to comic and actor Steve Martin, 
who had a lot of fun updating the story opposite 
Daryl Hannah in Roxanne (1987).
 This Cyrano—directed by Cynthia Totten, who 
adapted Rostand’s rather long five-act play into a 
tight 120-minute production (including a 15-minute 
intermission)—does a superb job of retaining the 
story’s most important elements while transforming 
the language into an appropriate balance between 
poetry and accessibility. Unlike Shakespeare’s 
sometimes confounding Elizabethan English, 
Totten’s version is crystal clear.
 Likewise, the performances are transporting in 
that magical way only live theater provides. Klassen 
was a personal favorite as Ragueneau, but he was 
also terrific as Capuchin the monk and Carbon 
De Castel-Jaloux. Lopez was deliciously despicable 
as both Montfleury and De Guiche, the unctuous 
nobleman who has his own designs on Roxane. 
MacLeod as Roxane delivered the right combination 
of a strong woman blinded by shallow looks.
 All seven cast members—including Walker as 
Le Bret, Krystal Kirk as Duenna as well as one of 
the cadets, and Strom as Christian and Valvert—
perform brilliantly, but of course the star of the 
show is Pillow, who should be well known to local 
theatergoers. As Cyrano, he’s on fire.
 Toward the end of the play, Pillow’s Cyrano looks 
out over the audience into the sky behind us, his eyes 
blazing, describing what he sees in the distance as 
he awaits his death. In front of me, a group of kids, 
maybe 12 years old, turned around and craned their 
necks, looking behind them, hoping to get a glimpse 
of what Cyrano saw in the distance. 
 Of course, there was nothing out there but sky 
and the magic created by live theater. m

Contact New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey 
at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF STEVE E. MILLER AND THE CENTRAL COAST SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

ENGARDE! Cyrano (John Pillow, center) duels with Valvert (Gryphon Strom) as Roxane (Heather MacLeod) looks on, in Cyrano De Bergerac.

STAGE
Arts Briefs

COMRADES: Le Bret (Jude Walker) is surprised to learn the fearless 
swordsman Cyrano (John Pillow) is susceptible to love.

Showtime!
Send gallery, stage, 
and cultural festivities to  
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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HUNGRY FOR ROMANCE: Roxane (Heather MacLeod) falls for a handsome soldier who unfortunately 
lacks a poet’s soul, which is provided to him through Cyrano’s words, leading to a classic case of 
star-crossed lovers.

The Central Coast 
Shakespeare Festival 
breathes life into 
Cyrano De Bergerac

Strut 
and fret

Be transported!
The Central Coast Shakespeare Festival presents Edmond 

Rostand’s Cyrano De Bergerac at Filipponi Ranch Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday through Aug. 14. Visit centralcoastshakespeare.org 
for tickets. On Fridays, they offer pay-what-you-can nights. 
Bring lawn or beach chairs and pack a picnic. No outside alcohol, 
but wine can be purchased on-site.
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The Central Coast 
Shakespeare Festival
July 22 through August 14

Pack your picnic, dust off that lawn chair and 
join us for LIVE theatre al fresco!
Filipponi Ranch - San Luis Obispo

Tickets now available - centralcoastshakespeare.org

PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  T H E AT R E

GROUPS* 805-928-7731 x.4150 *12 OR
MORE

TICKETS 805-922-8313|PCPA.ORG

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

AUG 11 - SEP 4  |  Solvang Festival Theater

Music & Lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM  |  Book by JAMES LAPINE
Originally directed on Broadway by JAMES LAPINE   |  Orchestrations by JONATHAN TUNICK 

ULTREX.NET | 712 FIERO LANE STE 33, SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WE ARE THE OFFICE TECHNOLOGY 
EXPERTS ON THE CENTRAL COAST 

 
 

CONCERT @ THE AVILA BEACH RESORT
Saturday, September 3, 2022 • Music Starts @ 4pm
Lawn seating - $25 for adults and $15 for ages 13 to 17
Theater seating - $50 per chair
Table seating - $75 a seat (or $600 for table of 8)

FREE PARKING

Children under 13 FREE 
with paying adult

No outside drinks

Ice chests will  
be inspected

Call 805-356-1438 or visit
my805tix.com to purchase
tickets or to become a sponsor

EVENT SPONSORS:
Michael Zigelman & Maurina Kusell   ·   Joan Gellert-Sargen   ·   Pat and Ben McAdams

Mission Community Bank
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Editor’s note: Glen Starkey stepped aside this 
week so that 8-year-old Acacia Newman of 
Cayucos could bring a kid’s perspective to this 
animated family film in this Sun Screen review 
with Anna Starkey.

Co-directors Jared Stern and Sam Levine 
helm this script by Stern and co-writer John 
Whittington about inseparable best friends 

Krypto the Super-Dog (Dwayne Johnson) and 
Superman (John Krasinski), who fight crime side-by-
side in Metropolis … until the unthinkable happens 
and Superman is kidnapped, forcing Krypto to 
master his own powers if he hopes to rescue his best 
friend. (106 min.) 

Anna: We meet quite a cast 
of characters in DC League of 
Super Pets. Krypto the Super-
Dog is the star of the show, 
but he’s soon joined by a cast 
of characters who are newly 
endowed with powers of their 
own. There’s Ace (Kevin Hart), 
a dog given super strength; PB 
the pig (Vanessa Bayer), who can shrink and grow 
in size; Merton (Natasha Lyonne), the super speedy 
turtle; and Chip (Diego Luna), an adorable squirrel 
who can conjure lightning. When Krypto loses his 
superpowers, this band of misfits team up with 
him to save Superman and stop the evil Lulu (Kate 
McKinnon), a hairless guinea pig whose devotion 
to Lex Luthor (Marc Maron) and psychokinesis 

powers have her gunning to take over the world. 
There are a lot of great characters and superpowers 
in this movie. Do you have any favorites?
Acacia: I definitely like PB the pig the best out of all 
the super pets. She’s really funny and so obsessed 
with Wonder Woman. She even has duct tape rolls 
on her wrists like Wonder Woman’s bracelets. But 
for superpowers, I think I would probably want to 
have Lulu the guinea pig’s abilities. You wouldn’t 
have to use them for evil, you could use them to 
summon your cereal bowl or if you were lying in 
bed and thought, “Ooh, I want some chocolate,” 
you could make it come to you without having to 
get up. That would be pretty cool. I also really liked 
the squirrel’s lightning hands.
Anna: Those powers would definitely come in 
handy! I thought that all of the voice actors did a 
great job—they definitely got a lot of funny people 

to take part in this movie. 
When things start to go awry, 
we see other superheroes like 
Batman (Keanu Reeves), 
Wonder Woman (Jameela 
Jamil), The Flash (John Early), 
Aquaman (Jemaine Clement), 
and The Green Lantern 
(Dascha Polanco) join in to try 
and defeat Luthor and Lulu. 
I’m not sure how familiar you 

are with the Superman movies or comics, but do 
you think the movie was easy enough to follow if 
someone didn’t know the backstory?
Acacia: I’ve seen the Superman movies, at least 
Superman I, II, III, & IV, so I know the characters. 
I do think they did a pretty good job of explaining 
who everyone is though. You could tell right away 
who the good guys are and that Lex Luthor wasn’t 

one. I thought all the voice acting was good, too. 
I really liked the actress who was PB, and the one 
who voiced Lulu was also really funny.
Anna: This movie is rated PG. I noticed there were 
a couple of times where they had bleeped out curse 
words and there were a couple of moments that 
may be a little scary for younger kids. What do you 
think is a good age range for this movie?
Acacia: I think that a little younger than my age, 
maybe like 6 or older, would probably like it and 
wouldn’t be too scared. It depends on the kid and 
what kind of movies they’ve watched before. The 
bleep-outs were pretty funny though because it 
was when the turtle ran super fast and ended up 

somewhere and was like, “Where the bleep am I?”
Anna: That definitely made me laugh. The end of 
the movie kind of surprised me; how about you?
Acacia: I was kind of surprised at first, but then I 
realized they needed a way to bring all the super 
pets back together, so I knew there had to be 
something else that happened. I did like that the 
super pets got paired up with superheroes at the 
end, and they all ended up happy. m

Special contributor Acacia Newman and freelancer 
Anna Starkey wrote Sun Screen this week. New 
Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey compiles 
listings. Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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SUN SCREEN

Super-duper
PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, DC ENTERTAINMENT, AND SEVEN BUCK PRODUCTIONS

FRIENDS IN NEED: Besties Superman (voiced by John Krasinski) and Kryoto the Super-Dog (voiced by Dwayne Johnson) fight crime 
as a team, but when Superman is kidnapped, Krypto must rise to the challenge, in DC League of Super-Pets, screening at local 
theaters.

BULLET TRAIN
What’s it rated? R            When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Regal Edwards RPX Santa Maria, Movies 
Lompoc, Regal Edwards Arroyo Grande 
 David Leitch (Atomic Blonde, Deadpool 2, Fast & Furious 
Presents: Hobbs & Shaw) directs Zak Olkewicz’s script based 
on Kôtarô Isaka’s book about a group of assassins aboard a 
speeding train whose various missions are interconnected. The 
central character is codename Ladybug (Brad Pitt), a “snatch 
and grab” operative hired to steal a briefcase, complicated by 
all the killers in his midst.
 The ensemble comedy action flick is a kinetic free-for-all, 
and it’s easy at first to dismiss it as mindless violence, but at 
its heart is Ladybug trying to be a better person. He thinks he’s 
plagued by bad luck, but as the story progresses, he begins to 
contemplate whether his misfortunes are fate at work with a 
grand design awaiting him. You kind of want to take him aside 
and tell him, “Dude, ‘shit happens’ is the only philosophy that 
makes sense in your world.”
 There are twists and turns, lots of violence, a claustrophobic 

setting, and some slick direction from Leitch, who’s well 
acquainted with cheeky action. The acting is superb, and with a 
cast that includes Joey King, Brian Tyree Henry, Hiroyuki Sanada, 
Logan Lerman, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Andrew Koji, and Michael 
Shannon, you’re in for a kickass time. (126 min.)

—Glen

PREY
What’s it rated? R            When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Hulu
 Dan Tractenberg (10 Cloverfield Lane) directs this prequel 
to the Predator franchise that began with Predator (1987), 
followed by three sequels and two films in a crossover mashup, 
Alien vs. Predator. This film presents Predator’s origin story 
as it hunts in the Comanche Nation 300 years ago, taking out 
wolves, bears, fur trappers, and Native Americans.
 Naru (Amber Midthunder), a skilled female hunter who dreams 
of being a warrior, is yet unproven. She wants to complete her 
right of passage by hunting a mountain lion, bear, or some other 
big predator that could easily kill her. Instead, she finds herself 
opposite an alien creature (Dane DiLiegro) who’s traveled to Earth 
to bag trophies like the skulls and spines of the creatures it hunts 
and kill. Is it unkillable, or is Naru clever enough to find a way?
 It’s a gripping story with an engaging protagonist. Naru is 
dismissed by the men and misunderstood by the women of her 
tribe, but she’s fierce and determined, and we’re rooting for her. 
Prey is a worthy successor to the 1987 original and proves the 

franchise has better places to go than Alien vs. 
Predator. (99 min.) m

—Glen

Film Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF 87NORTH, CTB INC., AND HILL DISTRICT MEDIA

KILL OR BE KILLED: Ladybug (Brad Pitt) wants a nonviolent 
life, but vicious assassin The Hornet (Zazie Beetz) has other 
plans, in Bullet Train, playing in local theaters.

PREDATOR PREQUEL: Naru (Amber Midthunder, center), a 
Comanche hunter, longs to complete her right of passage in 
which she hunts prey that is also hunting her, but she gets 
more than she bargained for in Prey, streaming on Hulu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY STUDIOS AND DAVIS ENTERTAINMENT

DC LEAGUE OF SUPER-PETS
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Acacia? Full price
Where’s it showing? Regal Edwards RPX 
Santa Maria, Movies Lompoc, Regal 
Edwards Arroyo Grande

Where we are: 
2690 Morning Hill Road 
Santa Maria, CA  93454

Book your tour at:
https://www.DewlsonFamilyFarm.com

(805) 208.4760

Book Your Experience Today
• Tours of Coffee, Tea and Exotic Plants 

• Coffee Tasting paired with yummies 

• Fresh Coffee roasted while you 
    enjoy the farm  

• Build your own tea bag with herbs 
    from the farm 

• Trail Walks and Relaxation 

• Goods...Lots of goods to take with you!

Fun Farm Experiences at
Dewlson Family Farm

2690 Morning Hill Road 
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Wine is often the headliner at Flying Goat 
Cellars Tasting and Art Salon in Lompoc. 
But the venue’s yearly Honey Bee Day 

celebration usually attracts visitors who crave a 
different kind of buzz. 
 The family-friendly event includes honey 
tastings and beekeeping demonstrations hosted 
by members of the Lompoc Valley Beekeepers 
Association (LVBA), said Flying Goat co-
proprietor and longtime LVBA member Kate 
Griffith.

“Over the years, it’s been a lot of fun 
to see young and old people who are 
curious about bees and beekeeping 
come around for the event,” Griffith 
said. “The word has been spreading, 
so every year we get more folks that 
attend.”

This year’s celebration at Flying Goat 
will be held on Saturday, Aug. 20, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. National Honey Bee 
Day was founded in 2009 by a small 

group of beekeepers who petitioned for the USDA 
to recognize a formal awareness day to honor 
honey bees and beekeeping. 
 Since then, the national date of observation is 
the third Saturday of every August. Flying Goat 
has been hosting its iteration of the tradition since 
2014. Members of the LVBA also gather at the 
local tasting room on the second Tuesday of each 
month for the group’s general meeting.
 “Flying Goat became a venue for the LVBA’s 
monthly meetings because my husband and I 
have been members for over a decade. We offered 

our space for monthly meetings as a community 
service,” Griffith said. “When we learned that 
there was a national awareness day for honeybees, 
we decided to host the National Honey Bee Day 
event too.”
 LVBA members will be on-site during Flying 
Goat’s Honey Bee Day festivities to offer local 
expertise and education on beekeeping—and a 
glimpse into the daily life of bees with a special 
observation hive.
 “The demonstration hive is always a crowd 
pleaser. It’s fun to find the queen, which is not 
always easy to do,” Griffith said. “Many families 
take advantage of the educational aspect of the 
celebration for their children. We also find older 
folks are just as fascinated as the youngsters.”
 Tasting flights (ranging from $20 to $25 per 
person) of pinot noir and sparkling wine will 
be available for purchase during the event. The 
honey tasting portion of the event is free, which 
will feature local, raw, unfiltered honey (also 
available for purchase to take home in various 
sizes, with or without honeycomb).
 “Members show up with samples of their 
honey. Every year it’s different because every 
harvest is different,” Griffith said. “Sometimes 
there is less honey and sometimes there is more 
available.”
 Griffith added that attendees are welcome to 
meet and converse with the on-site beekeepers, 
but guests can wander around the site on their 
own as well.
 “The event is free and very low-key so folks 
don’t get intimidated. They can engage as much as 
they want to with the demonstration hive, honey 
tastings, and our members,” Griffith said. “Some 
choose to just observe everything quietly. Others 
are ready to put on bee gear and get psyched up to 
be a beekeeper immediately.”
 The next general meeting of the LVBA takes 

place on Tuesday, Sept. 13. Griffith described the 
club as a great way to learn more about bees and 
beekeeping and added that meetings are always 
open to the public. 
 “We are a very diverse group of beekeepers 
who enjoy the camaraderie for a common cause. 
We are proud to provide a great resource for the 
local community with education and swarm 
removal,” Griffith said. “The local police and fire 
agencies even call us on a regular basis for swarm 
removals.
 “Our meetings include intellectual discourse 
about hive designs, best practices, strategies, 
theories, recipes, etc.,” she continued. “I really 
enjoy and appreciate all our colleagues. Most of 
the time, beekeeping is a zen activity that relaxes 
me.” m

To bee or not to bee, that is Arts Editor Caleb 
Wiseblood’s question. Send honey puns to 
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

HIVE HOPES: Local beekeepers will be 
on-site during Flying Goat’s Honey Bee 
Day festivities to offer local expertise 
and education on beekeeping—and a 
glimpse into the daily life of bees with 
a special observation hive.

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

FOOD

SUIT UP: Flying Goat co-proprietor Kate Griffith said that 
attendees of the Honey Bee Day event are welcome to meet and 
converse with the on-site beekeepers, but guests can wander 
around the site on their own as well. “Some choose to just 
observe everything quietly. Others are ready to put on bee gear 
and get psyched up to be a beekeeper immediately,” she said.

Hive heaven
Flying Goat Cellars celebrates 
Honey Bee Day with honey tastings, 
beekeeping demos, and more

BEES IN THE TREES: National Honey Bee Day was founded in 2009 by a small group of beekeepers who petitioned for the USDA to 
recognize a formal awareness day to honor honeybees and beekeeping. Flying Goat has been hosting its iteration of the tradition 
since 2014.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FLYING GOAT CELLARS TASTING AND ART SALON

THE BEE’S KNEES: The honey tasting portion of Flying Goat’s Honey Bee Day celebration is free, which will feature local, raw, 
unfiltered honey (also available for purchase to take home in various sizes, with or without honeycomb).

Share  
tasty tips!
Send tidbits on everything 
food and drink to  
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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A taste of honey
Call (805) 736-9032 or visit flyinggoatcellars.com for more 

info on Flying Goat Cellars Tasting and Art Salon, located at 
1520 E. Chestnut Court, suite A, Lompoc. 

To find out more about the Lompoc Valley Beekeepers 
Association, visit lvbka.org. Members of the group will be on-
site during Flying Goat’s Honey Bee Day celebration on Saturday, 
Aug. 20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The club hosts its general 
meeting at Flying Goat on the second Tuesday of each month.
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Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

1520 E. Donovan · $1,800,000 
Great location. Property located in the 

Northeast side of Santa Maria. Rare M-2 
industrial/manufacturing zoning. 1.6 acre 

parcel. Easy access to Highway 101. (Do not 
enter property without an appointment.)
*Contact your agent for more information*

WE TAKE THE HEADACHE OUT OF 
PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
FOR RENT

924 E. Main St., Santa Maria
*1731 sq.ft. of office space. $1,800/mo + 

$1,800/dep. Detached garage included in 
lease. Plenty of parking space. Completely 

remodeled inside.

SANTA MARIA
950 McCloud

Bedrooms: 3  Bathrooms: 2.5
Rent $2500 Deposit $2500

Available August 15th

500 N. THORNBURG #C
Studio, Bathroom: 1

Rent $975 Deposit $975
1605 Oakbrook

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2-Car Garage
Rent $2995  Deposit $3000

CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

VEHICLES WANTED
WANTED! Old Porsche 356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 1948-
1973 Only. Any condition, top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-
339-5994. Email: porscherestoration@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for busi-
ness purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Bro-
ker-principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

LEGAL SERVICES
The difference in winning and 
losing an election is how cam-
paign dollars are spent. Get the 
best ROI by using our deep re-
lationships in every community 
in California. Our on-the-ground 
knowledge is indispensable to 
campaigns that want results. 
For more info on multi-market 
ethnic and non-ethnic solutions 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or cecelia@cnpa.com

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection.  Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
424-7581 (cal-SCAN)

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 805-
440-4207

MARKETPLACE
Pets & Livestock

MARKETPLACE
Autos & Boats

MARKETPLACE

Business 
Services

MARKETPLACE
Home & Garden

Real Estate

Employment

Marketplace

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE
Senior Affordable Mobile Homes. Reasonable space rent. Includes 
water, sewer, and trash. In Santa Maria Area. Call Angelo 805-266-
5216 or email apassida@earthlink.net Big Block Realty 01055899.

WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES
Fastest Cash- Any Condition! Residential and Commercial 
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned and operated 25 years. 1-909-536-
2060 (Cal-SCAN)

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.netwww.WhyUSAProperties.net

(805) 922-0660

1235 DOVE MEADOW, SOLVANG Amazing 4.42 acre oak-studded 
property situated in the Santa Ynez Oaks tract. Watch the sun rise 
and set from panoramic views of the Santa Ynez Valley on one side 
& Solvang’s rolling countryside on the other. Spacious main house 
w/ 2 car garage as well as a separate 2 BD guest house with its 
own 2 car garage. Main home boasts 3 BD on main fl oor & several 
other rooms downstairs w/ unlimited possibilities for additional 
guest quarters, home gym, home theater, your own business w/ 
separate entrance & tons of storage. Main level has a beautiful 
kitchen w/ amazing views and a formal dining room & cozy family 
room w/ real wood fl oors. Home is fully powered by Sunpower solar 
panels. Spacious patio area on lower level, massive deck area off 
of main living area. Outside you will fi nd a massive 50x50 insulated 
barn/workshop w/ two 14x14 doors. This building has electricity 
and can house anything from your Huge RV to your boats and other 
toys. Building also has a separate offi ce area in case you want to 
run your business out of it. Beyond the residence, guest house & 
shop, there are large open areas where you could grow grapes or 
create other outdoor entertaining areas. There is so much room to 
grow & create your own paradise in one of California’s most prized 
areas. Call your agent today for an appointment! *Information 
deemed reliable but not guaranteed* (DO123)  $2,795,000

SOLD

NOW ACCEPTING NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW LISTINGSNEW LISTINGS

The Ballard School
Part-time

Teacher Aide Position
M-F 3 ¾ hrs per day

While school is in session
Posting closes August 18th

Please send resume 
or request application at
gfloyd@ballardschool.org

(702) 210-7725

WE BUY:WE BUY:
• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS

• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS

CACA$$H H 
on theon the  SPOTSPOT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

We Come To You

AKC  
CHOCOLATE 
LABS

Ext hunting and 
family. $1000 non 
papered $1500 for 
breeding rights. 
Hogbacklabs.com 
559-471-6343

152790

Just $15/week

Submit one image and  
25 words of description

The cutoff to list your ad  
in Thursday’s paper  
is Monday at 2pm

SELL YOUR 
VEHICLE 

IN OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

Email  
ads@photoadslo.com

Or call (805) 546-8208  
and ask for Drew
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Miscellaneous
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, Cin-
emax, Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in Cus-
tomer Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home? 
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home! Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Applying for Social Security Dis-
ability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author̀ s Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-
SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insur-
ance. We have the best rates from 
top companies! Call Now! 1-888-
989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author sub-
mission kit! Limited offer!  Why 
wait?  Call now: 1-855-667-0380 
(Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within min-
utes. Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

PREMIUM CANNABIS DISPENSARY

SCAN ME

998 HUSTON ST.
GROVER BEACH

495 MORRO BAY BLVD.
MORRO BAY

(805)- 201-1498
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NOW AVAILABLE

& DEALS!
NEW BUNDLES 

FREE DELIVERY | RESTRICTIONS APPLY!

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS

NHCDISPENSARIES.COM
OPEN 7AM - 9PM

OR 15% OFF YOUR FIRST PURCHASE!

MINIMUM SPEND $75+
RECEIVE (1) PROMO 3.5g FLOWER FOR $1  

ANTIQUES / COLLECTIBLES
Misc. Antiques & Collectibles. Call for pics and more info. 805-
295-6600 or 805-888-1176.

WANTED TO BUY
Buying/selling vintage motorcycles, surfboards, any condition. 
Grover Beach (805) 234-4991

CASH FOR ANTIQUE GUNS
Have cash for antique guns. Pre-1899 models. 1850-1890s In-
dian items, stone Indian bowls. 805-610-0903. Private collector

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertising dollars. CNPA’s Advertising 
Services’ power to connect to nearly 13 million of the state’s 
readers who are an engaged audience, makes our services 
an indispensable marketing solution. For more info call Cece-
lia @ (916) 288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

MARKETPLACE
For Sale

Every 
drop 
counts
Do your part!
•  take shorter showers

•  turn taps off tightly so  
they don’t drip

•  repair leaks promptly

•  only run full loads in the 
dishwasher, washing 
machine

•  install low-flow shower 
heads and toilets

•  save flushes where you can

•  turn off water when 
washing dishes, brushing 
teeth, shaving

•  reuse greywater to water 
plants

•  water landscaping when 
it’s cool outside (morning 
or evening)  to avoid 
evaporation

•  use a timer when watering

•  plant drought-tolerant 
landscaping that doesn’t 
need much water

22nd Annual Best of 22nd Annual Best of 
Northern Santa Barbara Northern Santa Barbara 

County Readers PollCounty Readers Poll

Results will be published next week, August 18 
Contact us TODAY to be a part of the publication:

805-347-1968 or advertising@santamariasun.com

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT  MY805TIX.COM

ON SALE NOW!

By the Sea Productions:
Murder on the  
Orient Express

FRI, SAT, SUN, AUG. 12–SEPT. 4 
545 Shasta Ave, Morro Bay

Cambria Concerts 
Unplugged:  

The Tipsy Gypsies
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 

Camp Ocean Pines, Cambria

Santa Maria Civic Theatre  
2022-2023  

Season Pass
2022–2023 SEASON  

Santa Maria Civic Theatre

Every Day Kindness II:  
Zongo All-Stars  
Benefit Concert

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 
SLO Brew Rock, SLO

Orcutt Community Theater:  
Just Passing

FRI, SAT, SUN, AUG. 12, 13, 14 
The Minerva Club,  

Santa Maria

Avocado Margarita Food & 
Drink Festival
FRI, SAT, SUN,  

SEPTEMBER 9, 10, 11 
Tidelands Park, Morro Bay
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200 S 13th St, Ste 105, Grover Beach

(805) 481-4987 Walk-ins welcome!

Ask us about access to free baby items and maternity clothes.

WE OFFER FREE  
& CONFIDENTIAL:
•		Pregnancy	Tests
•		Adoption	Referrals
•		Post-Abortion	Support
•			Pregnancy,	Parenting,	
and	Co-parenting	
Information

Think you might 
be pregnant?
We’re here for you!
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

EXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

VISIT WVHEALTHCLUB.COM FOR DETAILS

What seems impossible today will 
one day become your warm-up

BBB of the Tri-Counties
Ventura, Santa Barbara and 
San Luis Obispo Counties
BBB’s mission is to be the leader in advancing 
marketplace trust. Since 1945, BBB of the  
Tri-Counties has been fostering honest and 
responsive relationships between businesses and 
consumers – instilling consumer confidence and 
advancing a trustworthy marketplace for all.

Follow us:

5350 Hollister Ave., Suite G 
Santa Barbara
Email this BBB 
info@santabarbara.bbb.org
M–Th 8am to 12:30  
then 1:30 to 6:00pm  
Fridays closed at Noon

805-963-8657

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839
Mon/Tue/Thurs 4pm - 10pm

Wed-Closed • Fri/Sat 12 - 10:30 
Sun 12pm - 10pm

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C, Lompoc 
(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

Authentic 
Brazilian 

Churrasco
Open for Lunch & Dinner

Aly’s Grill from Brazil 
205 E Hwy 246 #102, 

Buellton

(805) 697-7944

www.AlysGrillFromBrazil.com

STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, Santa Maria

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook 
& Instagram

*Diamond
Plus Provider

Voted BEST ORTHODONTIST in  
Northern Santa Barbara County  

6 years in a row!

Dr. Specht’s

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

4850 S Bradley Rd #D1 Orcutt, 
Ca 93455 | 938-1965 

www.backporchflowers.net

Samantha Bakke
Your Santa Maria Valley  

Wealth Advisor

805.601.6014
155 E. Clark Ave. Ste 240, Orcutt

onecapital.com

Shop
 Local

reserve your space  reserve your space  
today today 

805.347.1968805.347.1968


