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accessible?
Open space advocates lobby for more trails, equitable
access to North County’s outdoor recreation [7]
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This Sun insert is the place readers and fairgoers
will turn to for essential fair information including
concerts, activities, exhibits, schedules, and all event
entertainment.
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orth County residents, especially residents of color, are
more nature deprived than their South County neighbors,
according to Central Coast Alliance United for a Stable
Economy (CAUSE). The organization reported that Santa
Barbara has more than 130 miles of trails across 52 options, while
Santa Maria has 8 miles of trails across two options. Meanwhile,
NATURE DEPRIVED: The Willow Spring
the Los Padres ForestWatch is bringing attention to North
trailhead is one of many North CountyCounty’s lack of accessibility to the national forest—caused largely
based Los Padres National Forest trails,
because South County has historically received more money
but fencing and a lack of kiosks or
for kiosks and trail maintenance. This week, Staff Writer Taylor
facilities make it confusing for hikers to
know that the trail is open and accessible.
O’Connor speaks with local advocates about how to improve
access to local outdoor recreation [7].
You can also read about how the sheriff, school community, and local organizations are reacting
to recent vandalism at Cabrillo High [4]; The Mark of Morro at the Melodrama [20]; and Pico Los
Alamos’ new chef and new flavors in this new season [24].
Andrea Rooks
associate editor
Cover photo courtesy of Los Padres ForestWatch > Cover design by Taylor Saugstad
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ARTS WRITER
Join Our Team!
New Times in San Luis Obispo is looking for its next freelance arts writer,
but we’re not looking for just any art-ogling, content-wrangling someone.
Can you find the unassuming local artist who’s about to blow a hole in the
status quo? Do you know what it means to find the culture that matters
to a community—the stuff that gives a population its heartbeat, its soul?
That sweet spot where culture, politics, art, and society collide into a
massive chaotic hurricane of beautiful expression?
If so, then that’s exactly who we’re looking for: an arts writer who can
wrestle a story to the ground and fill it with the things that matter to
San Luis Obispo County. It’s not all about vineyards, rolling hills, and
pounding surf brushed with light, ethereal watercolors (although
that’s definitely here). It’s about that human element and where
creativity lives. Can you find it?
Let us know if you’ve got what it takes. We dare you. Send résumé
and clips to Camillia Lanham at clanham@newtimesslo.com.
New Times is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.
NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo · NewTimesSLO.com | 2646 Industrial Parkway, Santa Maria • SantaMariaSun.com
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Political Watch
• U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara)
announced that his legislation—the Extreme Risk
Order Protection Act—will be voted on in the U.S.
House of Representatives sometime between June
6 and 9, according to the congressman’s office. The
legislation—which has more than 100 co-sponsors in
the House and a companion bill led by U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-California)—would adopt red flag laws
to allow for the temporary removal of firearms from a
person who may pose a danger to others or themselves.
The legislation could also prevent them from purchasing
a firearm. “In so many school shootings, from Parkland
to Sandy Hook and Columbine to last week’s tragedy
in Uvalde, there have been stark warning signs that
red flag laws could have helped intervene and prevent
these unspeakable tragedies. These laws have been
shown in my home state of California to take guns away
from violent individuals, saving lives,” Carbajal said in
a statement on June 1. “These laws can prevent mass
shootings, reduce suicides, disarm extremists, and
protect our communities. That is why I have pushed for
my bill to expand and improve use of these emergency
measures—and am excited to see the House vote on
it next week.”
• Gov. Gavin Newsom’s office released statistics about
California’s gun safety policies and rankings among the
nation for seeking solutions to gun violence. According
to a June 2 statement from the Newsom administration,
the Giffords Law Center ranks California No. 1 for gun
safety and says the state has a 37 percent lower gun
death rate than the national average. The Centers for
Disease Control stated that California’s gun death rate
was the 44th lowest in the nation, with 8.5 gun deaths
per 100,000 people—compared to 13.7 deaths per
100,000 nationally. “From 1993 to 2017, California’s
firearm mortality rate declined by 55 percent—almost
four times the decrease in the rest of the nation. Many
of California’s most important firearm laws went into
effect in the early 1990s. As California continued
to enact strong firearm laws, its firearm death rate
continued to decline,” according to Newsom’s office. The
statement cited Brady California—an organization
against gun violence. California has passed several laws
to mitigate acts of gun violence, including prohibiting
assault weapons, enacting statewide red flag laws,
implementing a 10-day waiting period prior to purchase,
requiring universal background checks, and increasing
mental health reporting, according to the governor’s
office. Newsom also announced that he and legislative
leaders will continue working together to expedite
additional bills aimed at reducing gun violence and
increasing community safety.
• U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) introduced
two bills to support efforts in California and across
the country to put fires out faster and better protect
communities from post-fire flooding, according to a May
26 statement from Padilla’s office. The Fire Suppression
Improvement Act would help ease the burden on state
and local governments—who are facing increasingly
devastating wildfires—by expanding FEMA’s Federal
Fire Management Assistance Grants to support the predeployment of firefighters and equipment in advance
of major wildfires. The Post Fire Flooding and Debris
Flow Act would include mitigating and preventing
post-wildfire flooding and debris flows as eligible under
FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant program, the statement
continued. “The threat from wildfires is constant and
increasingly devastating in California and states across
the western United States,” Padilla said in a statement.
“As we enter another dangerous fire season under
record-breaking drought conditions, it’s more urgent
than ever that we act quickly to pre-deploy assets to
stop fires when they break out, and ensure our state
and local community leaders have the tools to protect
communities after they happen.” m

Editor’s note: Rest assured, dear readers, the
Sun is covering the primary elections! Our press
deadline falls on Tuesday, which means we were
still reporting on all the local results as of press time.
Check back next week, June 16, for full election
results coverage and analysis of what those results
mean for our community. We will also have updated
stories on our website, santamariasun.com, on our
June 9 publication date.

Three arrested on suspicion
of hate crimes, vandalism at
Cabrillo High School
Racial slurs, profane messages, and graphic
images were found painted across Lompoc’s
Cabrillo High School campus on May 31.
Concrete was poured in front of classroom doors
in an attempt to prevent them from opening.
The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office is
investigating the vandalism and has arrested three
men suspected of being involved in the crime,
according to a Sheriff’s Office press release.
“What occurred at Cabrillo High School wasn’t
a prank. It was a premeditated and despicable hate
crime that shocked the [conscience] of the school
and our entire community,” Sheriff Bill Brown
said in a statement.
Initial investigations began on May 31, and
sheriff’s deputies later arrested Martin Perez,
Luke Quezada, and Shane Monroe, all 18 years
old, on suspicion of felony commission of a hate
crime, felony vandalism, felony conspiracy, and
misdemeanor contributing to the delinquency of
a minor, according to the Sheriff’s Office.
Lompoc Unified School District Officials
told the Sun via email that there were several
broken windows, and graffiti spray-painted on
walls, windows, and sidewalks. Liquid paint was
splashed on walls, windows, and exterior dining
tables. And as of June 7, staff had begun repairing
and cleaning up the damage.
Santa Maria-Lompoc NAACP President
Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt said she’d like to reach
out to the school and speak to the campus
community about the vandalism.
“I do feel like we could use it as a teachable
moment, and maybe do something about racism,
implicit bias, and restorative justice,” LyonsPruitt said. “That would be my proposal, but that
doesn’t mean that the teachers, the students—the
ones that were affected the most—would want it.”
Lyons-Pruitt noted she’s seen an uptick in racial
slurs and incidents in the community lately. On
May 27, Nipomo’s Powerhouse Barre and Pilates
Studio had a note taped to the business with
racially driven hate speech and violent threats,
and in December a truck was spray-painted with
the phrase “I hate [expletive],” she said.
“It’s in the whole county. It’s everywhere,”
Lyons-Pruitt said.
She said that the increase in hate crimes
remains a mystery to her, but she noted there’s
been a mood or temperament shift in the
country.
“Some of it I would attribute it to we’re not
doing a good job at home. It has to start at home
with educating our kids about racism and about
treating people with dignity and respect,” she
said.
“The pendulum swings. I think at times, the
country’s more tolerant and more empathetic
and it swings back the other way to where we are
less tolerant and less empathetic,” Lyons-Pruitt
continued.
However, the message shouldn’t be about
tolerance alone; it should expand to treating
people well and human kindness, Lyons-Pruitt
said.
“Just because someone’s skin tone is different,
there’s no reason to be treating them any different
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than you would want to be
treated,” she said. “I don’t want
to see an 18 year-old end up with
a felony and arrest history, but
at the same time when you do
something like this, there are
consequences that go with it.”
The investigation remains
ongoing, and the Sheriff’s Office
will continue sharing updates
at sbsheriff.org/blog. Anyone
with information about the
Cabrillo High School incident
is encouraged to contact School
Resource Deputy Dennis Thomas
at ddt3055@sbsheriff.org or at
(805) 683-2724. Anonymous
information can be given via the
department’s tip line at (805) 6814171.
—Taylor O’Connor

Santa Barbara County
Courthouse begins
restoration project

SPANISH ROOTS: The Santa Barbara County Courthouse was constructed in
1929 and and its design honors the Spanish Colonial revival style of architecture.
Work began June 7, and the first phase, which will cost $2.1 million, is focusing on
stabilizing the building’s structure and making the tile roof weathertight.

The Santa Barbara County
Courthouse began undergoing a
multi-phase restoration project
to create a safe, weathertight roof
and a more stable structure all while saving the
building’s historic qualities.
“The courthouse is very much a part of the
community. It’s an important part of what we
do, people think it’s an important place to be,
and it’s beautiful,” county project manager Diane
Galt said. “It does have life and we do work in it.
Not only is the superior court there, but we have
the public defender, records, and other county
businesses.”
The project’s first phase (of five) began on June
7 and is costing $2.1 million in county general
funds, and it will fix the most deteriorated area
of the building—on the corner of Figueroa and
Anacapa streets, she said.
“The balconies are deteriorating, there’s
spalling concrete—meaning there’s a weakness
in the wall and [there’s] a weak area that’s
crumbling. The balconies will have to be rebuilt,
and the decorative motifs that will be fixed, either
in place or removed and taken to a studio,” Galt
explained.
The biggest chunk of the five-month project
will be redoing the roof, where the tiles will
be removed, a protective layer will be added
underneath, and the tiles will be replaced on top.
Lights on the roof will be replaced by LED lights
as well so maintenance employees won’t have to
go onto the roof and cause more tile damage for
light replacement, she added.
“We had a few intrusions of water now, so
we want to get that fixed,” Galt said, noting
that the building will be fully accessible during
construction.
Because the courthouse is recognized as a
national historic landmark, the project will follow
the secretary of the interior’s standards for the
treatment of properties in order to preserve its
artistic qualities and Spanish colonial style, she
said.
“It’s really that the contractors understand
how to work with historic properties; we want
to preserve all we can,” Galt said. “We’ve hired
architects and contractors who have a long history
of working on historic buildings in California. I
feel extremely confident with the two contractors
and architects.”
The contractors and architects could not be
reached for comment before Sun’s deadline.
What comes next for the courthouse remains
up in the air. Although the project should’ve

started years ago—and Galt said she wished
it could’ve happened during COVID-19
shutdowns—she said it only received funds to
complete the first phase and won’t be able to
continue until the county courthouse can get
more funding.
Organizations outside of county operations,
like the Courthouse Legacy Foundation, help
with the courthouse’s preservation by applying for
grant funding and raise money for art restoration
projects, maintenance issues, and other tasks to
help preserve the building, she said.
“We will hopefully be able to work the other
phases into the county budget, but that means
going back year by year to ask the Board of
Supervisors for funding,” she added.
Galt’s dream for the courthouse is to get the
projects finished in six years, just in time for its
100th anniversary, she said.
“I hope by that time we finish all of those
phases and we celebrate a fully watertight,
restored building,” Galt said. “We can use the
100 years as a goal; if the county doesn’t have the
money, I hope we can raise it in other ways.”
—Taylor O’Connor

Solvang Planning Commission
recommends new rules to
address food trucks
Food trucks have become a staple throughout
the county, pulling up at events and festivals
year-round, but Solvang’s been without a clearcut
ordinance governing exactly where and when food
trucks can and cannot operate. So on June 6, the
city’s Planning Commission supported adopting a
set of rules for vehicular purveyors of victuals.
The Solvang planning commissioners
unanimously approved the proposal from city
staff for a food truck ordinance, and it will move
forward to the Solvang City Council for final
approval.
The proposed ordinance would ban food trucks
from operating on private property in all areas
of the city, including residential zones, without
a special event permit. Before the planning
commissioners voted, they altered one detail in the
ordinance, as some commissioners did not feel the
initial proposal was strict enough.
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STEVE MARTIN & MARTIN SHORT . . . .JUN 17
ROD STEWART W/CHEAP TRICK . . . . . . . .JUN 18
LYLE LOVETT AND HIS LARGE BAND & CHRIS ISAAK . .JUN 19
BRANDI CARLILE W/BRITTNEY SPENCER . . . .JUN 21
CAAMP W/HEARTLESS BASTARDS . . . . . . . .JUL 08
FLEET FOXES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUL 09
RISE AGAINST W/THE USED, SENSES FAIL . . . .JUL 16
SLIGHTLY STOOPID W/PEPPER, COMMON KINGS . .JUL 17
THE BLACK CROWES W/DELVON LAMARR ORGAN TRIO .JUL 24
THE CHICKS W/JENNY LEWIS . . . . . . . . .JUL 29
JOSH GROBAN W/PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND . .JUL 30
JON PARDI W/LAINEY WILSON, HAILEY WHITTERS . .AUG 05
REBELUTION W/STEEL PULSE, DENM, DJ MACKLE . .AUG 07
TROMBONE SHORTY’S VOODOO THREAUXDOWN . .AUG 13
MY MORNING JACKET W/JOY OLADOKUN . . .AUG 16
ROBERT PLANT & ALISON KRAUSS . . . .AUG 17
THE HEAD AND THE HEART W/DAWES . . .AUG 18
IRATION & ATMOSPHERE . . . . . . . . .AUG 25
FLUME W/TSHA, SEGA BODEGA . . . . . . . . .SEP 01
GOO GOO DOLLS W/BLUE OCTOBER . . . . . .SEP 03
JACKSON BROWNE . . . . . . . . . . . .SEP 07
LEON BRIDGES W/LITTLE DRAGON . . . . . . .SEP 08
MAREN MORRIS W/THE LONE BELLOW . . . . . . SEP 15
BONNIE RAITT W/MAVIS STAPLES . . . . . . . . SEP 22
OLIVER TREE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 30
JACK JOHNSON W/ RON ARTIS II . . . . . . OCT 04 & 05
RÜFÜS DU SOL W/ PARALEVEN . . . . . . . . . OCT 08
DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE W/YO LA TENGO . . . . . . . OCT 19
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Healthy Summer Snack Tips

SCAN ME

EXTRA TIP: Make an appointment with one of CHC's
Registered Dietitians to help design a healthy meal
& exercise plan personalized to t your family’s life!
Text 805-361-8400 for an appointment. You can also
reach us via chat on our website, the Patient Portal or by
calling 805-361-8400. Se habla español. www.chccc.org
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS OF THE CENTRAL COAST

Place baby
alone in
crib to sleep.

Place baby
on their back
to sleep.

Use a firm,
flat mattress
and fitted
sheet. Keep
crib empty.

NEWS

NEWS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

NEWS from page 4

serving use. It would be a stretch to argue that

also permits anything other than a barbecue
The original draft of the protocol would have
truck, but the claim could be made,” the report
allowed food trucks to operate if “such use is
reads. “If it is the city’s intent to prohibit the use,
permitted under a minor conditional use permit
for parking lot sales,” according to the staff report. a specific municipal code section to that effect
would avoid any confusion.”
“Is a driveway considered a parking lot?”
City staff noted that there weren’t many such
Planning Commissioner Jack Williams asked city
ordinances to model Solvang’s rules off of.
staff during the June 6 meeting.
“The city attorney’s office’s limited review of
“If it’s on private property, yes,” planning
municipal code limitations in other cities did not
consultant Laurie Tamura responded.
find absolute bans
on this type of use [on private
MUSIC
This clarification led Planning Commissioner
property]. Rather, most cities do not regulate
Aaron Petersen to argue that it would be too
food trucks on private property,” the staff report
easy for someone to obtain a weekly or monthly
stated. “Those that
do tend to range from making
FLAVOR/EATS
permit to operate a food truck in their driveway
the
use
permitted
in
limited zone, to prohibiting
or lawn during a garage sale, which Williams
the use with the exception of events that are
agreed would be problematic.
INFO
permitted under
a temporary use permit or
All five planning commissioners agreed
special event permit.
to omit the “parking lot sales” section of the
“The latter type of regulation would allow the
proposal. The updated regulation moving
CALENDAR
city to permit food
trucks on private property for
forward to the City Council will only allow food
a
limited
time
in
an
appropriate circumstance,
trucks to operate on private property with a
such as a special event, but not as a regular
special event permit.
OPINION
occurrence.”
While no ordinance
The Solvang Planning
in Solvang’s current code
Commission
ultimately
directly addresses food truck
NEWS
agreed 5-0 to recommend
operations on private property,
Send any news
the proposed food truck
the use is already “arguably
or story tips to
ordinance to the City Council.
STROKES
prohibited,” according to the
news@santamariasun.com.
—Caleb Wiseblood
staff report, “because mobile

Act now!

food truck vending is not an
expressly permitted use on private property in
any zone in the city.”
One of the reasons the Planning Commission
is recommending creating a direct protocol is
to prevent some provisions of the current code
from being “broadly interpreted,” the staff report
states.
“For example, the commercial districts permit
‘outdoor barbecues’ if associated with a food-

CorrectionARTS
In last week’s cover story, “Water fight,
Cuyama Valley landowners face an adjudication
lawsuit as they try to sustainably manage their
groundwater basin,” (June 2), Santa Barbara
County Supervisor Das Williams’ district
was misstated. He is the supervisor for the 1st
District. m

Congratulations to our 2022
Latino Legacy Awards Honorees!
Elizabeth Ceballos

Juan Pablo "JP" Herrada

Feliciano Aguilar

Alejandra Cortes

Leader of the Year
Student

Leader of the Year
North County

Platinum Sponsor

Leader of the Year
Mid-County

Leader of the Year
South County

Future Leaders of
America thanks our
Sponsors!

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Kathleen Sharum & David Dennis
Edgar Gascon
@balloons_and_us

For more tips on how to
keep your baby safe, visit
cottagehealth.org/safesleep
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Not so
wide-open
and free

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEVEE TRAIL STUDY

STAFF
WRITER

New Times in San Luis
Obispo County is looking
for its next staff writer, but
we’re not looking for just
any article-pushing, sourcewrangling, story-chasing
someone.

Trail and open space
access differences between
North and South highlight
community inequities
BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR

D

irt squishes beneath tightly laced hiking
boots, and the trees shadow the sun as the
trail begins to incline. A fresh breeze blows
through the grass and ahead is nothing but the
rolling hills of Santa Barbara County. Trails are
nearby—maybe within walking distance from
some homes—where residents and visitors can
embrace the true beauty of the Central Coast.
At least, that’s the case in southern Santa
Barbara County.
Not that there aren’t open spaces and trails
available in North County, but there aren’t
enough with easy access, said Central Coast
Alliance United for a Stable Economy (CAUSE)
Policy Advocate Rebeca Garcia.
“The issue came up because the youth are
wanting more places to move around safely
outside. It expanded more and more when we
realized how intersectional it is because at its core
it’s a place for people to [safely] walk, bike, and
run, but it’s also an environmental justice issue,”
Garcia explained.
Policy advocates and high schoolers involved in
the CAUSE Youth program spoke during the May
17 Board of Supervisors meeting to advocate for
the Santa Maria River Levee Trail expansion.
When looking at Santa Barbara city and Santa
Maria, CAUSE advocates noted in a statement
that while Santa Barbara has more than 130 miles
of trails across 52 options, Santa Maria has a mere
8 miles of trails across two options in the city.
“When we look at access across the nation,
communities of color are three times more likely
to be green-space deprived,” Garcia added.
According to a study conducted by the Center
for American Progress, 74 percent of communities
of color in the United States live in naturedeprived areas, compared with just 23 percent of
white communities.
“Notably, families with children—especially
families of color with children—have less access
to nature nearby than the rest of the country.
In other words, these communities are nature
deprived,” the study stated. “These disparities are
particularly concerning because nature is not an
amenity but a necessity for everyone’s health and
well-being.”
To combat these disparities, community
organizations and local governments are creating
new avenues through carpool programs, park
development, and advocacy platforms to get
people better outdoor access.
But barriers tend to extend deeper than people
realize, said Jeff Kuyper, the executive director
of Los Padres ForestWatch, an advocacy group
dedicated to preserving the Los Padres National
Forest.
“I think historically the outdoor recreation
community’s been influenced by wealthy white
people,” Kuyper said. “It’s everything from where
trails are located and maintained to what clothing
models and outdoor clothing catalogs look like,
but the recognition is there that there’s this huge
community of people of color who have been

EMPLOYMENT

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE) Youth went to the Santa Maria River
Levee Trail to speak with fellow trail users to see if they’d like to see the path expanded and to get input for trail improvements.

ignored for so long.”
Such disparity can even be seen in Los Padres
National Forest, he continued. Although it’s a
huge piece of land that’s supposed to be open to
everybody, access to trails and trail maintenance
in the northern parts of Santa Barbara County
remain difficult.
“Once you enter the forest [in North County]
there’s no signs saying ‘entering Los Padres Forest,’
as you would see on a lot of the other highways.
Right away, there’s this lack of recognition,”
Kuyper said.
Resource devotion also varies between the
forest’s corridors, with South County areas
receiving more funds and resources for trail
maintenance, signage, and kiosks, whereas the
North County counterparts get the short end of
the stick—with a lack of signage, trail maps, and
parking, Kuyper explained.
“The reason for that is unknown, but
generally if you look at where the bulk of the
Forest Service funding goes, it’s not in that
[North County] corridor, it’s areas in South
County that seem to get more attention, and
that should change,” he said. “There’s so many
amazing places to explore and enjoy in North
County, and it’s unfortunate that substantial
resources are not devoted to highlighting those
and making them accessible to everyone.”
Accessibility difficulties add to many existing
barriers community members face, like
transportation costs, a lack of knowledge, and a
general sense of feeling unwelcome when trying
outdoor activities for the first time, Kuyper said.
The Forest Service takes a biannual visitors
survey and found that those who are Hispanic
or Latino make up about 20 percent of the
visitation—not nearly equivalent to the county’s
makeup (85 percent Latino), he said. According
to 2020 U.S. Forest Service data, people who
identified as Hispanic or Latino made up only 7
percent of visitation across the country.
“The numbers speak for themselves, and it’s
part of this whole dynamic we see of resources
and attention not placed on trails that are closest
to those areas,” Kuyper said.
North County also tends to have more
agricultural land and larger parcels of private
property, making it more challenging to get trails
developed, said Gabriela Cabrillo—Los Padres
ForestWatch director of youth and community
engagement. To promote outdoor access, Cabrillo
and her team advocate for bills to promote
outdoor access and lead trips for families to

experience the outdoors for the first time.
“This is about showing them where to go,
and letting them know these are public spaces
and everyone’s welcome,” Cabrillo said. “But
it becomes a socioeconomic issue when many
trailheads are at least 45 minutes away and the
price of gas is too much.”
One need the county should fill is to provide
an equity coalition: a group dedicated to finding
outdoor access barriers and creating solutions to
mitigate them, Cabrillo said.
“The Central Coast has always been very
focused on environment and recreation causes,
but the social justice component just has been
overlooked,” she added.
State and local governments are working to get
more green space access to their communities.
California passed the Outdoor Equity Grants
program—coauthored by State Sen. Monique
Limón (D-Santa Barbara)—to provide funding
for outdoor recreation and environmental
opportunities for under-resourced communities.
Gov. Gavin Newsom drafted a nature
conservation plan—called “30x30”—which
includes a component to advance equitable
access.
At a city level, Santa Maria Parks and
Recreation received a $589,000 grant from
California State Parks to provide community
members transportation to different nearby
natural areas and provide outdoor education
programs.
The county’s parks department is building
its recreation master plan—a guide to new park
and trail development, said Aquatics and Trails
Coordinator Jon Menzies.
Menzies recommended that residents advocate
for their needs through completing a survey or
during community meetings to get funds and
resources for the expansion of much needed trails
and their maintenance. He said he’s noticed in
the past that North County property owners tend
to fight against development in order to preserve
their properties.
“If we are trying to spend a whole lot of money,
we have to know there’s a demand. We can’t just
make it up as we go along,” Menzies said. “The
timing is now if we want to get anything done in
the future.
“A lot of times people don’t participate until it’s
decades late. It’s time to plan ahead.” m
Staff Writer Taylor O’Connor can be reached at
toconnor@santamariasun.com.

Are you sick of editing or regurgitating
press releases day after day? Or maybe
it’s those damn list things—you know
the ones: “Top 10 hottest places to eat
your lunch on a rainy day.” Or maybe
it’s just not being able to put the time
and reporting into a story that deserves
it: the weeks and repeated phone calls
that give a story what it needs to ripen
into the hard-charging, data-filled
narrative it’s dying to be; the time that
turns a “meh” story into one that blows
a hole in the status quo.
Can you see the big picture of what a
story means to a community? Is that
what drives you? Do you know what it
takes to—yes, we know, it’s cliché—
make a difference in the lives of the
people you cover? Does that sort of
thing matter to you?
If so, then you’re exactly who we’re
looking for: a staff writer who isn’t
afraid to take on the tedious, the
tenuous, or the talented. That certain
someone who can wrestle a story to
the ground and fill it with the things
that matter to the communities of
San Luis Obispo County. Agricultural,
water, and environmental advocacy
aren’t the only things that drive this
place—although those are pretty
juicy beats. There’s more, and we want
to hire someone who can drive his or
herself to unearth those stories and
tell them in a meaningful way.
Let us know if you’ve got what it takes.
We dare you.
Send a résumé, cover letter, and
story samples to Cindy Rucker at
crucker@newtimesslo.com.
New Times Media Group is proud to be
an equal opportunity employer.
NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com
2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com
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SPOTLIGHT

Bigger is better

COURTESY PHOTO BY KELLY WHITE O’NEILL

“It’s been very hardscape [with] a lot of parking
lots and not a lot of green space,” she explained.
“During the COVID period when we were serving
kids in our facility, it was clear some more outdoor
space, fresh air, and more flexibility to have places
for kids to go was really important.”
The amphitheater and outdoor area will provide
additional space for drama, dance, and arts
programs, as well as a hangout place. The whole
BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR
south side of the clubhouse property—which used to
chool’s out and summer’s calling all the kids to go outside
be a dirt lot—is now grassed over to be more inviting
with friends and get a much needed break from classrooms
for physical fitness activities, games, and sports,
and academics. For parents, it means it’s time to pick summer
White O’Neill continued.
programs to ensure a fun-filled three months, and keep their
“More and more kids are losing access to outdoor
children safe while they have to work.
space. They live in high-density apartment housing
The Boys and Girls Club of the Mid Central Coast still has
where they don’t have their own yard or access to
openings for children ages 6 to 18 in its summer programs, which
NEW DIGS: On June 6, the Boys and Girls Club of the Mid Central Coast celebrated the ribbon cutting
MUSIC they aren’t in school, they are
of its new outdoor amphitheater and play space at the Santa Maria Railroad clubhouse. A Home Depot
include science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) a public park. When
representative presented a surprise donation during the event.
opportunities, fine arts, and sports activities as well as a teen center, likely to have less outdoor activities,” she said.
The organization celebrated the green space’s
said Marketing Director Kelly White O’Neil.
opening with a FLAVOR/EATS
ribbon cutting ceremony on June 6,
“Families need a place for kids [during the summer] because
hosted by the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce.
parents work and they want robust, high-quality programs. They
• Lompoc’s COLD Coast Brewing Company is hosting a weekly
Up north, in SLO County, the club’s introducing its new Tom
aren’t looking for a babysitter or just a roof over a kid’s head; we
INFO
family-friendly food truck Friday event in the parking lot behind the
Maas
Clubhouse
in
Paso
Robles
that’s
been
under
construction
offer dynamic services and we are more than happy to provide
brewery, 112 South I St., through Aug. 19. There will be 10 to 12 food
since 2019, White O’Neill said. The space has been customized to
that,” White O’Neill said.
trucks serving a variety of foods. Visit coldcoastbrewing.com for
include a professional
culinary kitchen to include a new cooking
Opportunities will be expanding for the clubs as it unveils two
CALENDAR
details.
program.
new features: an outdoor amphitheater and play space at the Santa
• The Santa Maria/Lompoc Branch of the National Association
“There will be a lot of education on restaurants, cooking, and
Maria Railroad Clubhouse, and a new clubhouse in Paso Robles in
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and Collective
safe
food
handling
that’s
going
to
be
a
big
push
for
that
area,”
she
OPINION
San Luis Obispo County, she said.
Cultures Creating Change, Lompoc (C4 Lompoc), are holding
continued. “Because Paso is very much becoming a foodie hangout Juneteenth celebration to commemorate the emancipation of
“We are in the most ideal financial position the organization
and touristy destination with a lot of high-end, farm-to-table style
has ever been in. We’re growth-oriented and have the structure
enslaved people and the end of slavery in the U.S. The free celebration
NEWSway to get kids knowledgeable about that at an
cooking, it’s a great
behind us to move forward. Everything we do rings true to the
is planned for Saturday, June 18, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Ryon Park,
early age.”
community, and we gain more support and
800 W. Ocean, Lompoc. Dr. Brooke Russell, an experimental particle
The Tom Maas grand opening will feature a
interest in what we are doing,” White O’Neill
physicist, will be the keynote speaker. The celebration will also
STROKES
ribbon cutting ceremony and mixer on June
said.
feature music, poetry, dance, games for children and adults, and food
15. To RSVP, visit centralcoastkids.org/maasThe Railroad Clubhouse has been serving
Send business and
vendors. For more info, visit santamarialompocnaacp.org. m
kids in the same facility since the 1970s, and
nonprofit information to
ARTSgrand-opening-rsvp. The Santa Maria Railroad
Clubhouse is located at 901 N. Railroad Avenue. Taylor O’Connor wrote this week’s Spotlight. You can reach her at
although it’s a great space, White O’Neill said,
spotlight@santamariasun.com.
To join a club, visit centralcoastkids.org/join.
toconnor@santamariasun.com.
the outdoor area lacks luster.

Two Mid Central Coast Boys and Girls
Club locations see expansions

S
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You Are Not Alone

North County Rape Crisis and Child Protection Center
24-Hour Support Line (805)736-7273
www.sbcountyrapecrisis.org

KNOW MORE | DO MORE | NO MORE!
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If you are a male, read carefully. You are not alone. Men who
have experienced unwanted or abusive sexual experiences
struggle with a spectrum of emotions and coping mechanisms
that can be destructive across all relationships. One of the most
destructive of feelings, is shame. Shame is an emotion that tells
us that we are bad. You are not bad. What happened to you is
not your fault. The shame and guilt belong to the perpetrators
and society. Society tells males they should feel or react in a
certain way. Whatever the situation, the age or the relationship.
As a male victim, you may feel unworthy, judged, and you may
be embarrassed. As a male you may have been conditioned to
believe that males are not supposed to be vulnerable sexually,
so consequently they could not be sexually assaulted or abused.
They can. By another male, female, adult, or teenager. Or
perhaps you have heard that males are supposed to be the
sexual aggressor. Sadly, as a survivor, you’ve most likely received
the message that ‘real men’ don’t have the experiences that
you’ve had. This message may leave you feeling ashamed, alone
or lost. However, you are not alone. The Center sees many men
as survivors, fathers, and husbands every year. To date this fiscal
year, we have supported 65 boys and men, making up 13% of
those we serve. We are here to listen and validate your
experience and find a path toward healing. Did you know that at
least one in six men have been sexually abused or assaulted?
Men who have been abused may have symptoms of posttraumatic stress, that includes depression, anxiety, and selfsabotaging behaviors that may include abuse of alcohol or drugs
and may have suicidal thoughts or attempted suicide. We need
to talk about male sexual abuse and assault. We need to protect
our boys. It needs to stop. If you or someone you know needs
help, please call our 24-Hour Support Line. You can also visit us
at www.sbcountyrapecrisis.org. Help is available.
You are not alone.

DEATH NOTICES
For Obituary info call (805) 347-1968 or email obituaries@newtimesslo.com
ARREDONDO, EDWARD JR., 84, of Santa
Maria passed away 5/28/2022 arrangements
with Magner-Maloney Funeral Home &
Crematory

MCCRYSTAL, MARILYN RUTH, 73, of
Santa Maria passed away 6/1/2022 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary,
Crematory & Memory Gardens

BRUNSSEN, CAROLYN, 78, of Santa Maria
passed away 5/31/2022 arrangements with
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

MCINTYRE, GERALD “JERRY” 89,
of Arroyo Grande passed away 5/29/2022
arrangements with Marshall Spoo Sunset
Funeral Chapel

DAVIS, SANDRA, 76, of Atascadero passed
away 5/26/2022 arrangements with Blue Sky
Cremation Service
FERGUSON, DARIN RICHARD, 56, of
Santa Maria passed away 5/29/2022 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary,
Crematory & Memory Gardens
GOMES, DOROTHY ANN GUGGIA, 97, of
Santa Maria passed away 5/29/2022 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary,
Crematory & Memory Gardens
GOMEZ, RICHARD, 87, of Atascadero passed
away 5/30/2022 arrangements with Blue Sky
Cremation Service
GUTIERREZ, MARIO, 53, of Santa Maria
passed away 5/25/2022 arrangements with
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens
HARRIS, FREDERICKA GRACE, 73, of
Santa Maria passed away 5/26/2022 arrangements with Marshall Spoo Sunset Funeral
Chapel
HOGAN, FRANCES “FAYE” 90, of Santa
Maria passed away 6/5/2022 arrangements
with Magner-Maloney Funeral Home &
Crematory
KELLEY, ALBERT, 91, of Santa Margarita
passed away 5/29/2022 arrangements with
Chapel of the Roses

O’BRIEN, MARY W., 92, of Santa Maria
passed away 6/2/2022 arrangements with
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens
OGLESBY, GLEN THOMAS, 88, of
Atascadero passed away 5/30/2022 arrangements with Chapel of the Roses

RANTZ, LAVERNE, 88, of Los Alamos passed
away 5/28/2022 arrangements with DudleyHoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory
Gardens
REBORTACCIO, VIOLETA TIU, 81, of
Santa Maria passed away 6/1/2022 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary,
Crematory & Memory Gardens

SCHMITZ, JOANNE, of Paso Robles passed
away 5/31/2022 arrangements with Chapel of
the Roses

STEWART, THOMAS, 79, of Morro Bay
passed away 5/30/2022 arrangements with
Blue Sky Cremation Service

KLIPNESS, GERALD “JERRY,” 90, of
Orcutt passed away 6/5/2022 arrangements
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens

TORNATZKY, LOUIS GEORGE JR., 82, of
Los Osos passed away 5/29/2022 arrangements
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial
Park

LANGFORD, WALTER, 68, of Morro Bay
passed away 5/28/2022 arrangements with
Blue Sky Cremation Service

VEGA, TERESA GUZMAN, 85, of Santa
Maria passed away 5/30/2022 arrangements
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens

FD270 CR255

Call: 1 (805) 801-1546 Visit: coastvalleycremations.com

YURASEK, CECELIA KIYOKO “KAY,”
94, of Santa Maria passed away 5/28/2022
arrangements with Magner-Maloney Funeral
Home & Crematory

Want to memorialize
a loved one?

Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

600 E. Stowell Road, Santa Maria • (805) 925-2753 • www.magnermaloney.com

WATSON, CAROL BRENDA, 95, of Los Osos
passed away 5/25/2022 arrangements with Los
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

OBITUARIES

Mark your family’s memories

Serving the Central Coast for 85 years

RODRIGUEZ, REMEDIOS, 96, of Grover
Beach passed away 5/29/2022 arrangements
with Marshall Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

KLINTWORTH, LINDA ANN, 50, of
Atascadero passed away 5/16/2022 arrangements with Chapel of the Roses

O BITUARIES

Burial & Cremation Services • Advanced Planning
Monuments & Grave Markers

REW, ALICE, 83, of Atascadero passed away
5/28/2022 arrangements with Chapel of the
Roses

KLING, CARLEEN M., of Atascadero passed
away 6/2/2022 arrangements with Chapel of
the Roses

LITHWIN, TAILA ELAINE, 33, of San Luis
Obispo passed away 5/18/2022 arrangements
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial
Park

Remove decisionmaking burdens
from your loved
ones by making
personal choices
well in advance
of need

PIOTROWSKI, DAVID CHARLES, 75, of
Paso Robles passed away 5/26/2022 arrangements with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

SORIANO, LETA ELVA, 63, of Santa Maria
passed away 6/1/2022 arrangements with
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens

LEY, CECILE (CECE) DIANNE, 80, of Los
Osos, passed away 5/25/2022 arrangements
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial
Park

We are
here
for you

930 S. Broadway, Suite 204, Santa Maria ~ FD 2374

DENTAL CARE
IMPLANT SPECIAL

$2,500 SPECIAL

(REG. $4,300)

INCLUDES: Implant, Abutment & Crown

We’re here to help. Our obituary
and in memoriam services
are affordable, accessible, and
handled with personal care.
Share your loved one’s story
with the local community in
your local newspaper.

for the whole family!

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
OVER 30 YEARS OF PRIVATE PRACTICE EXPERIENCE
DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach
We accept
payment
plans

(805) 474-8100

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com

Se Habla Español · Walk-ins Welcome
Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm
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Online Poll

How do you feel about the county’s
odor mitigation for cannabis projects?
40% I think there’s a need for more effort—
it smells all the time!
40% I don’t live near any cannabis sites and
don’t care.
20% I think it should be up to the growers
and business owners to decide how to
mitigate odor.
0% I think the county’s doing a great job
and they don’t need to add any more
mitigation efforts.

10 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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Diablo’s long goodbye
The Central Coast’s nuclear power plant must be shut down in
2025 as planned, if not sooner

seven decades have not sufficed to keep them from
“dying of an incurable attack of market forces,” in
ay 19 was the deadline for PG&E to apply for
the unimprovable phrase of Amory Lovins, chief
a portion of the $6 billion in federal funds
scientist at the Rocky Mountain Institute.
allocated to propping up distressed nuclear
When Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham rises
power plants. It came and went, but the fate of the
to intone, “There’s going to be a choke point on the
Diablo Canyon plant—clouded by Gov. Gavin
grid. Can we really afford to lose Diablo’s energy?”
Newsom’s sudden about-face on its closure—lingers
the correct responses are, respectively:
on in the form of a 45-day extension of that deadline.
1. Diablo is the choke point.
2. Yes.
Two months ago, everyone should have gotten the
Once again in the incisive
message, loud and clear and with finality, that the
take of Amory Lovins, the
Diablo Canyon Power Plant should shut down by
decision to shut down Diablo
2025 as scheduled, and sooner would be better.
was made “in order to save
As the Santa Barbara Independent reported in
money … and make the grid
chilling detail in its March 29 edition, a steel pipe
work better by taking this big
in the plant’s backup cooling system had sprung
block of inflexible capacity
a leak in July 2020 “because the pipe had become
off the grid so that variable
badly corroded. ... But the real problem highlighted
renewables have more room to
by the Office of Inspector General for the Nuclear
operate.”
Regulatory Commission (NRC) was the failure of
But for the panoramic sweep
on-site safety inspectors with the NRC to detect the
corrosion that led to the leak during an inspection of of just how much Diablo is
not needed, it’s hard to beat
the plant that took place three months prior.”
the analysis of Sierra Club
“Worse yet, according to the report, inspectors
MUSIC
California Energy/Climate
claimed to have inspected the area of the plant in
Committee
member
Robert
question, when in fact they had not.”
Freehling. Let him
count
the
Stuff happens, as Naoto Kan, former prime
FLAVOR/EATS
ways:
minister of Japan, pointed out in a May 12 letter
On the electricity: “PG&E does not need it; they
to Gov. Gavin Newsom in which he illustrated
have
a huge surplus
INFO of electricity—about 40 percent
the cascading failures that led to the Fukushima
more than their customers can use. They tried to
disaster. He concluded, “I advise you to shut down
pawn off the excess nuclear power to Community
the nuclear plant as soon as possible.”
Choice Energy CALENDAR
programs a couple years ago.”
But set that aside.
On climate/greenhouse
That $6 billion federal pie was
gas: “Diablo has already been
cooked up to bail out nuclear
OPINION
‘replaced’ by California several
power plants that can’t compete
Send us your
times over, with rooftop solar, the
because billions of dollars’
views and opinion to
NEWSRenewables Portfolio Standard,
worth of tax breaks, subsidies,
letters@santamariasun.com.
phasing out coal, and energy
and insurance waivers over

BY ANDREW CHRISTIE

M
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COMMENTARY

WRITE NOW!

We want to know what you
think about everything.
Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450 Skyway Drive,
suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You can also fax it (1-805347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@santamariasun.com).
All letters must include a name, address, and phone
number for verification purposes; may be edited for space
or clarity; and will be posted to santamariasun.com.

efficiency. Existing policy for more renewable
energy, efficiency, and rooftop solar will replace
Diablo several more times.”
On grid reliability: “The plant is not needed for
general system reliability for California. In fact,
this nuclear plant was one of the main reasons for
the August 2020 power outage. Because CAISO

Stuff happens, as Naoto Kan, former
prime minister of Japan, pointed
out in a May 12 letter to Gov. Gavin
Newsom in which he illustrated the
cascading failures that led to the
Fukushima disaster. He concluded,
‘I advise you to shut down the
nuclear plant as soon as possible.’

Speak up!

STROKES

ARTS

MAYFIELD

[California Independent System Operator] was
afraid Diablo might fail and bring down the
Western regional grid, they didn’t trust the nuclear
plant to keep running reliably for even just one
hour, so they called for rotating outages. In effect,
customer power outages were used to ‘back up’ the
nuclear plant.”
On those blackouts: “The ‘need’ at that time
was not because of California’s electricity demand,
but because of CAISO’s malfunctioning market
software that was allowing export of about 3,000
megawatts of power to other states in the middle of a
heat wave.”
On that $6 billion: “California would need all
of it just to cover the above-market, stranded cost
of keeping Diablo open until 2025, currently being
covered by ratepayers. That would leave nothing to
pay for keeping it running after 2025, or to pay for the
other overpriced nuclear plants around the United
States that are also wasting billions of dollars.”
And here’s the California Public Utilities
Commission, responding to nuclear fans enamored
of the notion that Diablo’s closure will trigger a flood
of coal power into California:
“ … the state has ordered an unprecedented
amount of new clean energy procurement —11.5
gigawatts —to replace the retirement of Diablo
Canyon (along with other aging gas plants that
are retiring). This includes wind, solar, batteries,
geothermal, and long-duration storage that will be
online starting in 2023.”
On April 30, a landmark was achieved when
nearly 100 percent of California’s electrical grid was
powered by renewable energy.
So yes, as it turns out, contrary to the constant
drumbeat of Diablo’s last-ditch defenders who reach
back to the 1980s to launch vintage attacks against
renewable energy, that is a thing that can be done.
And that fact is a pretty good indicator that more
such days are coming, and with more frequency—
no nukes needed.
Let the governor know. m
Andrew Christie is the director of the Santa Lucia
Chapter of the Sierra Club. Reach him through the
editor at clanham@santamariasun.com.
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OPINION

Dismal
A

s fate would have it, our hands here at
the Sun are kind of tied when it comes to
election coverage. By fate, I mean deadlines.
Our paper goes to press
on Tuesday, so we don’t
get to share with you
all the newsy election
coverage our reporters
are working on as I type
this. Instead, we’ll get to
delve into the races over the
next week and bring you
the most up-to-date
information.
Besides, the polling
information won’t
be official for at least
another week, thanks to
our state’s relatively new voteby-mail policy. Which I love, by the way. Flying
down to my local polling place on Election Day
is a hoot, don’t get me wrong. But this busy bird
sometimes finds herself with too much going
on—so putting the ballot in the mailbox or
soaring over to the Elections Office weeks ahead
of the rush is pretty sweet.
But according to early state tracking
information as reported in the LA Times, early
voter turnout is “dismal” at only 15 percent of
registered voters having turned in their ballots
early.
“Some 22 percent of voters had cast ballots at
the same point before the last midterm primary
election, in 2018, when ballots were not mailed to
all California voters,” the LA Times reported.
We all had our ballots early. We all had the
information in our hands ahead of time. Maybe
some of us put our ballots in the mail on June
7? It’s still technically meeting the deadline (I’m
definitely not looking at myself here). I do hope
more of us turned in our ballots on the big day,
otherwise we’ll be poised to break a dismal record
we shouldn’t be breaking. Even if this is a “boring
election,” let’s hope we do better than we did four
years ago, before we had COVID-19, inflation,
skyrocketing gas prices, infant formula shortages,
and increasing interest rates to blame.
Speaking of dismal, what’s going on in
Lompoc? And not just Lompoc—the whole
county is seeing an increase in racial slurs and
incidents, according to Lawanda Lyons-Pruitt,
local NAACP president. She was reacting to the
recent vandalism at Cabrillo High School, for
which three suspects have been arrested and now
likely face felony charges.
The school buildings were splattered with
paint, windows were broken, concrete was
poured in front of doors so they couldn’t open.
Now that’s a lot of trouble to go to—you have to
put thought and planning into pouring concrete!
“What occurred at Cabrillo High School
wasn’t a prank. It was a premeditated and
despicable hate crime that shocked the … school
and our entire community,” Sheriff Bill Brown
said on the Sheriff’s Office update blog.
I hope we’re shocked enough to turn this into
a teachable moment, as Lyons-Pruitt would like
to see.
“Some of it I would attribute it to we’re not
doing a good job at home. It has to start at home
with educating out kids about racism and about
treating people with dignity and respect,” she said.
Lompoc and beyond, if you’re listening, invite
caring organizations and people, as Lyons-Pruitt
suggests, to your campuses, your after-school
programs, your community gatherings to not
only educate children and families about the
destructive nature of hatred, but to model caring
and compassion. m
The Canary cares more than just a little. Send
comments to canary@santamariasun.com.

IT’S TIME!
Santa Maria High School
Class of 1972

50TH REUNION!
September 16-18, 2022

FAMILY PARTNERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL
AN EXPERIENCED BLENDED-LEARNING AND HOME-STUDY
CHARTER SCHOOL ON THE CENTRAL COAST
FPCS offers personalized learning options, flexible scheduling,
and instruction and support from credentialed teachers
Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!

Blended Learning & Home Study Programs Available

For more info: http://surl.li/bzobr

Or call (805)260-6291

Solvang Center: Grades 6-12
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5
Orcutt Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5

Bringing the best together for student success! | www.fpcharter.org | (805) 348-3333
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NOTE: Local COVID-19 case numbers and changing health precautions
may cause some event cancellations and venue closures. Please check
with the venues directly, and most of all, stay safe!

CHORTLE PORTAL

Performances of Orcutt Community Theater’s current
production, Laughter on the 23rd Floor, are scheduled to run
through Sunday, June 19, at KDA Studios in Santa Maria.
This local iteration of Neil Simon’s classic comedy features an
ensemble cast, including Gary Prober, Stephanie Grey, and
Todd Buranen (left to right). Tickets to the show are $15 each
and are available in advance at my805tix.com. KDA Studios
is located at 3558 Skyway Drive, unit 1, Santa Maria. Visit
orcuttcommunitytheater.org to find out more.
—Caleb Wiseblood

JUNE 9 – JUNE 16
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ARTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

‘DOODLES’ AT CORDON TASTING ROOM AND
GALLERY Cordon of Santa Barbara is excited to welcome
filmmaker Jeffrey Chernov’s premiere exhibit of Doodles with
an Artist’s Reception scheduled for June 16. What started as
mindless doodles has evolved into fantastical compositions
of movement, color and shape. Wine and appetizers will
be served. June 16, 5-7:30 p.m. Free. cordonwine.com.
Cordon Wine Tasting Room and Gallery, 1623 Mission Drive,
Courtyard Suite I-J, Solvang, 323-356-6607.

FIRE AND ICE: OUR CHANGING LANDSCAPE
Features a wide diversity of artwork, including video
installations, photography, paintings, mixed media, and
more, illustrating aspects of fire and ice. Through Sept.
26 Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

GREENLAND: LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN
Features stunning photographs of Greenland’s vast Arctic
terrain, its people, and culture. Located in North America
near Canada, Greenland is the world’s largest island.
Contrary to its name, it’s not very green and covered in
ice. Through Sept. 18 Elverhoj Museum of History and Art,
1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211, elverhoj.org.

AN INVITATION TO DANCE Presented by the Santa
Ynez Valley Performing Arts Company, housed at the
Fossemalle Dance Studio. June 16-18, 7 p.m. 805688-8494. Santa Ynez High School Little Theater, 2975
CA-246, Santa Ynez.
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

CHUMASH CULTURE DAY Visitors engage in special

activities, stories, and more. June 14, 10 a.m.
La Purisima Mission, 2295 Purisima Mission,
Lompoc.

EXPRESSIONS IN ART: FEATURED
ARTIST LEE HILL The Lompoc Valley
Art Association’s Cypress Gallery will be
featuring Expressions in Art, an artist show
by Lee Hill. Check out the show and meet the
artist at his reception on June 12, from 1 to 3
p.m. Open to the public. Through June 26 Free.
805-737-1129. lompocart.org. Cypress Gallery,
119 E Cypress Ave., Lompoc.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE Through July 31
Lompoc Public Library, 501 E. North Ave., Lompoc,
805-875-8786.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ADULT SUMMER READING PROGRAM A summer

camp-themed reading adventure. Read or listen to books,
participate in weekly activities, and earn raffle tickets, and
fantastic prize baskets. Register at the library. Through
July 30 Free. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org/
city-government/departments/library. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

DANCE CLASSES: EVERYBODY CAN DANCE
Classes available for all skill levels. Class sizes limited.
ongoing Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

HOPE PRESENTS: THE SANTA MARIA PRIDE
DRAG SHOW House of Pride and Equality is proud
to present the fifth Annual Santa Maria Pride Drag
Show, featuring eight Drag Queens. For ages 18 and
over (attendees carded at the door). June 18, 6 p.m.
my805tix.com. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-8110.

LIVE COMEDY AT THE SWISS Enjoy an evening of
laughs from veteran touring comics every third Saturday
of the month. A new lineup every show. Arrive early for
optimum seating. For ages 21 and over. Third Saturday of
every month, 9-11 p.m. through Aug. 21. 805-347-7800.
The Swiss Restaurant, 516 N. Broadway, Santa Maria.

8-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 1:30-3 p.m. through June 19
$15. 805-268-2993. orcuttcommunitytheater.org. KDA
Studios, 3558 Skyway Dr., Santa Maria.

ages and skill levels welcome. Classes available in SLO,
LA, and on zoom. $210 per month. actorsedge.com.
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

OUTDOOR UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50
years and up, at no charge. Participants will learn to
play chords, melodies, and familiar songs. Five baritone
ukuleles are available to borrow, or class members may
bring one of their own. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 12:30-1:30
p.m. cityofsantamaria.org/register. Elwin Mussell Senior
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

ART EXHIBIT: OUT OF THE BLUE The GROUP, a
collective group of talented women who share a passion
for creative expression, join Art Central’s Gallery this June
and July in a dynamic exhibit, Out of the Blue. Meet the
artists and mingle on June 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. MondaysSaturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sundays, 12-4 p.m.
through Aug. 1 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
portfolio/out-of-the-blue/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,
San Luis Obispo.

WINE AND DESIGN CLASSES Check Wine and
Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of classes,
for various ages. Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt.
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

YOUTH ARTS ALIVE: FREE ARTS CLASSES FOR
KIDS Youth ARTS Alive is holding free arts classes to
Santa Maria youth ages 8 to 18. Classes are held for
three weeks in June and July. Includes classes in art,
dance, drum, singing, poetry, guitar/ukulele, theater,
screen printing, and pottery. Mondays-Fridays. through
July 1 $20 refundable deposit. youthartsalive.org/
register-here. Minami Community Center, 600 W. Enos
Drive, Santa Maria.

LOCAL AND FEATURED ARTIST EXHIBITS Valley
Art Gallery, located in the SM Airport, exhibits local and
featured artist work. New exhibits are mounted the first
Tuesday of even-numbered months. Wide variety of art
available for purchase. 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. 805-9220663. Santa Maria Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO ACADEMY Check
website for info on music classes offered at Coelho
Academy. ongoing coelhomusic.com/index.html. Coelho
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

NEIL SIMON’S LAUGHTER ON THE 23RD FLOOR
This Neil Simon laugh machine is inspired by his
youthful experience as a staff writer on Sid
Caesar’s “Your Show of Shows,” as the
writing staff frantically scrambles to top
each other with gags. Fridays, Saturdays,

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

THE MARK OF MORRO Mark loves nothing more
than reading about his favorite comic book hero, the
swashbuckling El Morro. He’s the complete opposite of
El Morro. But when the funding starts to disappear for all
his friends’ college activities, someone needs to step up.
Can he do it? Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m., Saturdays,
Sundays, 2 p.m. and Sundays, 6 p.m. through June 18
$30-$36. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.com.
Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ACTOR’S EDGE: ACTING CLASSES Actor’s Edge
offers film and television acting training in San Luis
Obispo, plus exposure to Los Angeles talent agents. All

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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ART WORKSHOP: EXPRESSIVE COLLAGE WITH
CHANTELLE GOLDTHWAITE Explore minimalist,
narrative, abstract, and figurative concepts through the
simple act of cut and paste. Contact Chantelle to sign-up,
acszecsey@earthlink.net. Second Monday of every month,
2-4:30 p.m. $20. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,
San Luis Obispo.

ART WORKSHOP: THE ART OF DRAWING WITH
CHANTELLE GOLDTHWAITE Use still-life to explore
the concepts of line, contour, and composition. Contact
Chantelle to sign-up, acszecsey@earthlink.net. Second
Monday of every month, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $20. 805-7474200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. Art Central,
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

CAMILLE HOFFMAN: SEE AND MISSED Artist
Camille Hoffman uses materials collected from
childhood and her everyday life to craft imaginary
landscapes that are grounded in accumulation,
rehabilitation, personal narrative, and historical critique.
Through Aug. 22 sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of
Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 543-8562.

CERAMIC LESSONS AND MORE Now offering
private one-on-one and group lessons in the ceramic arts.
Both hand building and wheel throwing options. Beginners
welcomed. 805-835-5893. hmcruceceramics.com/.
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CHILDREN’S ART CLASS: PINCH POTS Students
will learn the basics of creating a pinch pot using
modeling clay and about different types of clay. Clay
doesn’t require kiln firing. June 12, 1-2 p.m. $25
per student or $40 for 2 students. 805-747-4200.
artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

CHILDREN’S CLASSES WITH MEAGAN ROBBINS
All paintings work on strengthening a steady hand,
along with learning the correct techniques of layering
and mixing colors. Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. through
June 28 $25 per class, or $60 for the 3 June classes.

ARTS continued page 14
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UPCOMING SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS
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Choose Tap.

BOOK ADS BY: June 10
PUBLICATION DATE: June 16

Our annual photo contest’s
entry period is May 12–31.
Winners published June 16.

GET OUTSIDE

2022

SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES
FEATURING
Central Coast bands, BBQ,
and beer on our outdoor
patio from 12-4pm

A brief story,
fifty-five words
or less, with a
headline no longer
than seven words.
We accept entries to our annual
55 Fiction writing contest all
year long. Entries submitted
by 5pm Tuesday, July 5, 2022
will be considered for this year’s
publications which will be out
on July 28, 2022.

JUNE

6/11
6/12
6/18
6/19
6/25
6/26

Joy Polloi
Rough House
Jumping Jax
Jill Knight
Cocktail Shorty
Spanky Paul Band
JULY

7/02 Moonstone Band
7/03 Rough House

For more details:

bit.ly/55Fiction

BOOK ADS BY: June 16
PUBLICATION DATE: July

The Central Coast guide
to everything outside

SB COUNTY FAIR
BOOK ADS BY: July 7
PUBLICATION DATE: July 14
FAIR DATES: July 13–17

Your amusement-filled
guide to the Santa
Barbara County Fair

55 FICTION July 28 (enter your short stories by July 5)
BEST OF NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY August 18
AUTUMN ARTS September 22
CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO TODAY

Call for Reservations
805-927-4502

www.raggedpointinn.com

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
(805) 347-1968 · advertising@santamariasun.com
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805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

KIDS IMPROV CLASS Six week sessions for ages 9
to 12; a fun opportunity to learn about self-expression
and gain confidence in a positive, uplifting small group
setting. Classes led by credentialed, experienced theater
teachers. Thursdays, 4-5:30 p.m. through July 14 $225
for all six weeks. centralcoastcomedytheater.com. Central
Coast Comedy Theater Training Center, 2078 Parker
Street, Suite 200, San Luis Obispo, 803-487-4401.
LEARN TO WEAVE MONDAYS An opportunity to learn
how a four-shaft loom works. You will get acquainted
as a new weaver or as a refresher with lots of tips and
tricks. This class includes getting to know a loom, how to
prepare/dress a loom, and much much more. Mondays,
1-4 p.m. $75 monthly. 805-441-8257. Patricia Martin:
Whispering Vista Studios, 224 Squire Canyon Rd, San
Luis Obispo, patriciamartinartist.com.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
The Santa Ynez Valley Performing
Arts Company is bringing back its
annual showcase, An Invitation to
Dance, after a two-year hiatus due to
the pandemic. Performances will be
held on Thursday, June 16, Friday,
June 17, and Saturday, June 18, at 7
p.m. each evening. The recital is held
at the Santa Ynez High School Little
Theater and features students from
the Fossemalle Dance Studio. For
more info, call (805) 688-8494. The
theater is located at 2975 Highway
246, Santa Ynez.
—C.W.

MASK MAKING AND HAT MAKING Geared for
children and adults. ongoing Spirits of Africa Gallery, 570
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

SLO NIGHTWRITERS: A COMMUNITY OF
WRITERS SLO NightWriters supports local writers with

PAINTING CLASSES Easels, brushes, and canvases
provided. Limited to 20 students. ongoing Spirits
of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo,
spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

monthly presentations, critique groups, contests, and
other events. Second Tuesday of every month, 6:30-8
p.m. Free. 805-703-3132. slonightwriters.org. Online, See
website, San Luis Obispo.

PICKET PAINTING PARTY Decorative picket

VIRGINIA MACK: BEGINNING WATERCOLOR This

purchasing opportunities are available to show your
support and help fund maintenance and educational
programs in the Children’s Garden. Second Saturday of
every month, 1-4 p.m. $75 per picket or 2 for $100. 805541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden,
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SECOND SATURDAYS FREE ART EVENT SLOMA’s

is a watercolor class designed to let you jump in and
try out this engaging medium through experimentation.
It’s designed for beginners and those with watercolor
experience who wish to expand their knowledge of
painting in watercolors. To enroll please contact Mack
via email: vbmack@charter.net Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30
p.m. $35. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshopsevents/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

Second Saturdays program features art-making activities
that complement the Museum’s current exhibitions.
It’s completely free and open to the public, on the lawn
outside SLOMA’s Mission Plaza double doors. Second
Saturday of every month, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. through Dec.
10 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/events/secondsaturdays/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad
St., San Luis Obispo.

Whitman Gay Men’s Book Club meets virtually via zoom.
This club reads, studies and discusses books chosen by
the group which relate to their lives as gay men. All are
welcome. Second Monday of every month, 7-9:30 p.m.
Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, See website,
San Luis Obispo.

SLO GALLERY: NEW COLLECTIONS SLO Gallery
proudly features fine crafts, paintings, photography,
and sculpture by top artists from California’s Central
Coast. Visit to see a variety of exceptional works of art.
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through June 30 Free.
805-926-5050. slogallery.com. SLO Gallery, 1019 Broad
Street, San Luis Obispo.

XANADU SLO REP presents this rollerskating musical
comedy. Featuring a fabulous pop/rock score by Jeff
Lynne and John Farrar. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7-9 p.m.,
Saturdays, 2-4 p.m. and Sundays, 2-4 p.m. through July 3
$20-$40. 805-786-2440. slorep.org/shows/xanadu/.
San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St.,
San Luis Obispo.

WALT WHITMAN GAY MEN’S BOOK CLUB Walt

JUNE 9 – JUNE 16
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NORTH SLO COU NT Y

BRUSH, NEEDLE, CAMERA, KILN ART
EXHIBITION The Atascadero Art Association’s annual
Brush, Needle, Camera, Kiln art showcase is back.
Hosted at The ARTery on Traffic Way, this exhibition
features a diverse display of art styles, themes, and
media. View the work in person during business hours or
online. Through June 30 Free. 805-464-0533. the1artery.
com/gallery. The ARTery, 5890 Traffic Way, Atascadero.

LIFE REFURBISHED Artists used reclaimed materials
(such as recycled woods, metals, glass, ceramics, and
fabrics) to create new pieces of artwork. Through June
27 studiosonthepark.org. Studios on the Park, 1130 Pine
St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.
LOVE, LOSS AND WHAT I WORE: A COMEDIC
PLAY This humorous and touching play explores the lives
of women through 28 interwoven characters who share
their memories of love and loss as framed through the
clothes they wore. June 10-19 my805tix.com. Plymouth
Congregational Church Hall, 1301 Oak St., Paso Robles.

STAINED GLASS PRESSED FLOWER SUN
CATCHER CLASS Capture the timeless beauty of
pressed flowers and leaves between two pieces of
glass. Learn how to use copper foil and solder to encase
your botanical design. Finish off your piece with a
beaded hanger. All materials included. Limited to four
participants. June 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. $125. 805-4642633. glassheadstudio.com. Glasshead Studio, 8793
Plata Lane, Suite H, Atascadero.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BROKEN NATURE This exhibition addresses the critical
state of the environment due to the impact of human
presence, by thinking locally and globally, and confronting
global warming, drought, wildfires, climate change, and
more. Through June 27 Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main
St., Morro Bay, 805-772-2504, artcentermorrobay.org.

DONALD ARCHER’S FIGURATIVE PAINTINGS
Archer’s figurative paintings will be up at Cambria Library
through June 30. Tuesdays-Saturdays 805-927-4336.
slolibrary.org. Cambria Library, 1043 Main St., Cambria.

FINE ART PAINTING BY JI LI Ji is impressed and
inspired by Central Coast scenery. She paints landscapes,
seascapes, birds, flowers, and more. Her work ranges
from the realistic to the abstract in her preferred mediums
of watercolor, pastel, and acrylic. Through June 29 Free.
805-772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at
Marina Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

GALLERY AT MARINA SQUARE PRESENTS FINE
ART CRAFTS BY STEVIE CHUN Stevie is a self-taught
artist and, while exploring different mediums, she found
her love for watercolor. Her work has been displayed in
group shows around Southern California. Stevie creates
jewelry, paintings, stickers, and more. Opening reception
on June 11, from 5 to 7 p.m. Through June 29 Free. 805772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina
Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.
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TICKETS
ON SALE
SALENOW!
NOW!
TICKETS ON

Wanna help
animals in need?

Text DOG or CAT to 805-429-4777
or scan this code with your
mobile phone!

Campuses in Santa Maria
and Santa Barbara

sbhumane.org
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TICKETS 805-922-8313 | PCPA.ORG
GROUPS* 805-928-7731 x.4150

*12 OR
MORE

Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com
SELL YOUR TICKETS WITH US AND SEE YOUR EVENT HERE

Orcutt Community Theater:
Laughter on the 23rd Floor
FRI, SAT, SUN, JUNE 10–12, 17–19
Klein Dance Arts, Orcutt

“Love, Loss and What I Wore”
A Comedic Play
FRI, SAT, SUN, JUNE 10–12 & 17–19
Plymouth Congregational, Paso

“Don’t You Worry About a Thing”
Jazz Concert
FRIDAY, JUNE 10
Fremont Theater, SLO

Point San Luis Lighthouse Tours
In-Person WED & SAT
Virtual ON DEMAND
Avila Beach

Season Pass: All 8 Concerts
“Live at the Lighthouse”
JUNE 25 – OCTOBER 8
Point San Luis Lighthouse, Avila Beach

Prevention on Purpose:
Healthy Families Healthy Future
SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Pismo Beach Medical Center

Olive Oil + Food + Wine
Pairing Seminar
SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Cambria Concerts Unplugged:
Amber Cross
SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Old Santa Rosa Chapel, Cambria

Barrel Room Concert Series:
Noach Tangeras Band
SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Cambria Community Chorale:
Sing for Joy
SUN, JUNE 12 & SUN, JUNE 19
Cambria Community Presbyterian

Women Investing in Real Estate
(WiiRE) SLO Monthly Meeting
FRIDAY, JUNE 17
Granada Hotel & Bistro, SLO

Live Oak Music Festival
FRI, SAT, SUN, JUNE 17, 18, 19
El Chorro Regional Park,
San Luis Obispo

By the Sea Productions:
Social Security
FRI, SAT, SUN, JUNE 17–JULY 10
545 Shasta Ave, Morro Bay

vs. Conejo Oaks FRI, JUNE 17
vs. Arroyo Seco Saints
SAT, JUNE 18
Sinsheimer Park, San Luis Obispo

The Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes
Center Guided Photography Hike
SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Pacific Dunes Ranch RV Resort, Oceano

HOPE Presents:
Santa Maria Pride Drag Show
SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Presqu’ile Winery, Santa Maria

vs. SB Foresters SUN, JUNE 19
vs. MLB Academy Barons
TUES & WED, JUNE 21 & 22
Sinsheimer Park, San Luis Obispo

SMCT Presents:
The 39 Steps
FRI, SAT, SUN, JUNE 24–JULY 10
Santa Maria Civic Theatre

Live at the Lighthouse:
Jill Knight Trio
SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Point San Luis Lighthouse, Avila Beach

SLOFunny Comedy Show
SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Veterans Memorial Building,
Morro Bay

Tied+True: Knot & Sip: Macramé
Plant Hanger Workshop
SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Timshel Vineyards, Paso Robles

vs. Orange County Riptide
WED, JUNE 29
vs. Conejo Oaks FRI, JULY 1
Sinsheimer Park, San Luis Obispo

Slow Money SLO
10th Anniversary Celebration
THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Octagon Barn, SLO

46 West Wineries
Block Party
SATURDAY, JULY 2
Dark Star Cellars, Paso Robles

4th of July Pancake Breakfast
and Doggie Parade
MONDAY, JULY 4
Avila Beach

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:

&

Scan QR code with camera to sign up for
the weekly Ticket Wire newsletter and
get all the latest events each Tuesday.
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LET’S BLOW OFF SOME STEAM Curious

ARTS from page 14
JUNE RECEPTION: GALLERY AT MARINA
SQUARE Gallery at Marina Square presents an Opening
Reception for its monthly Featured Artists for June.
Painter Ji Li, Felting Artist Debbie Gedayloo, and Featured
Craft Artist Stevie Chun will be showing their amazing
work all month. June 11, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-772-1068.
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square,
601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

Summer

r
a
l
u
c
a
t
Spec
Joel
Best of Billy
all Waltz
Belle of the B
n Medley
Duke Ellingto
arch
Superman M

its
Van Halen H
955)”
om “Picnic (1
Moonglow fr
e Beast
Beauty and th
more!
And so much

MONDAY, JUNE 20TH 2022 at 7:30 PM
First United Methodist Church • 925 North F Street
GENERAL ADMISSION $20 • STUDENTS WITH ID $5

Children 12 & Under FREE • For more info call (805) 733-1796
TICKETS OUTLETS: The Box Shop • Lompoc Valley Florist • Sunset Auto
And at the door on the night of the concert.

METAL ART BY TRUDI GILLIAM Gilliam creates
her sculptures using copper, brass, nickel/silver, and
found objects. This new series of whales and birds uses
copper and sea glass. ongoing 805-772-9955. Seven
Sisters Gallery, 601 Embarcadero Ste. 8, Morro Bay,
sevensistersgalleryca.com.
MOSAIC TRIVET WORKSHOP During this workshop,
you will learn how to design and create a mosaic
trivet. You will learn how to select materials, lay out
a pleasing pattern, and adhere the tiles to the trivet
base. You will learn how to properly grout and seal
your project. ongoing, 1-4 p.m. $60. 805-772-2504.
artcentermorrobay.org/index.php/workshops/. Art
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

NEEDLE FELTING BY DEBBIE GEDAYLOO Debbie
Gedayloo is a self-taught fiber artist. “It is a wonderful
to sit with the fibers and create every day and the added
level of joy experienced by sharing with others heightens
the creative process.” Through June 29 Free. 805-7721068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina
Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

ON AND OFF THE WALL A call for sculptors and
painters for an unthemed juried exhibition (set for August,
2022 at Art Center Morro Bay). Deadline is June 15.
Open to artists in California and all mediums. MondaysSundays. through June 15 Entry fee varies. 805-7722504. artcentermorrobay.org. Art Center Morro Bay, 835
Main St., Morro Bay.
PLEIN AIR PAINTERS OF THE CENTRAL COAST
A self-directed fun group of dynamic artists who enjoy
painting and sketching outdoors. Meet at the Art Center
Morro Bay and then the group decides on the location
to go paint. Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-noon Art Center
Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay, 805-772-2504,
artcentermorrobay.org.

THE PLEIN AIR TEAM Acrylic artist, Nancy Lynn,
and husband, watercolorist, Robert Fleming,
have an ongoing show of originals and
giclee prints of Morro Bay and local birds.
ongoing 805-772-9955. Seven Sisters
Gallery, 601 Embarcadero Ste. 8, Morro
Bay, sevensistersgalleryca.com.

preschoolers and caregivers, come to a special
story time filled with exploration and discovery,
designed for preschoolers aged 3 to 5. Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math themes will
be explored through stories, and discovered through
hands-on activities. Come dressed for mess. Limited
space available. June 10, 11 a.m. 805-925-0994.
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library (Altrusa
Theater), 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

MUSIC, SIGN, AND PLAY Learn baby sign language
to communicate more effectively with your child. Attend
three-part series. Program content will progressively
increase. For parents or caregivers with babies 0-3
years of age, presented by Baby Signs. June 11, 2 p.m.
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

ORCUTT MINERAL SOCIETY Second Tuesday of
every month Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt,
805-937-9750.
SANTA MARIA COIN CLUB: MONTHLY MEETING
Coin collectors of all ages invited. Bring coins for free
appraisals. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m.
Yearly membership: $20-$25. 805-937-3158. Elwin
Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEUM TOURS The collection includes late
1800’s-early 1900’s Engine used by the Betteravia Union
Sugar Company, a 1930’s Sacramento Northern box
car, and more. Second Saturday of every month, 12-4
p.m. smvrhm.com. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and
Boone Streets, Santa Maria.

SMVGS MEETING Visitors welcome. Contact smvgs.
org for program and location info. Third Thursday of
every month, 2:15-4 p.m. smvgs.org. Santa Maria Valley
Genealogical Society, 908 Sierra Madre, Santa Maria.
STORY TIME FOR FAMILIES Songs, activities, and
stories in English and Spanish. Story time is designed to
build literacy skills and school readiness, all while having
a great time. Wednesdays, 3:30 p.m. through Aug. 3
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
STUFFED ANIMAL CAMP OUT Registration required.
Choose one buddy to stay over for one night in the
library, and sleep in sleeping bags or use pillows that
you help decorate. June 17 805-925-0994.
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public
Library (Altrusa Theater), 421 S. McClelland
St., Santa Maria.

TEEN VEX ROBOTICS ESCAPE
GAMES Escape if you can, by designing

and overcoming obstacles with Vex
Robotics. Build a robot on June 9, and
JUNE 9 – JUNE 16
compete with other robots on June 10.
Come by and see the Featured Artists
2022
June 9, 3:30-5 p.m. and June 10, 3:30-5
Shows, find gifts for your loved ones,
p.m. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org.
surprises for yourself, and meet the artists
Santa Maria Public Library (Altrusa Theater), 421
featured in the incredible gallery. Second
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
Saturday of every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-772-1068.
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square,
VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call
601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. ongoing

SECOND SATURDAY: FEATURED
ARTISTS OPENING RECEPTION

SOCIAL SECURITY This fast-paced, light-hearted
comedy reminds us all we’re never too old to redefine
ourselves. June 17-July 10 my805tix.com. By The Sea
Productions, 545 Shasta Ave., Morro Bay, 805-776-3287.

Come
enjoy the
sunshine
CULTURE &
at FOXEN LIFESTYLE
and The
Shack!

UNDER PRESSURE An exhibition of work by the
Central Coast Printmakers, a group of around thirty
artists who share a love of printmaking. Through June 27
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay, 805-7722504, artcentermorrobay.org.

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

OPEN WEEKEND AT ARROYO HONDO PRESERVE

call for
reservations
(805) 937-4251
Wines of Elegance & Balance Since 1985

7200 Shack: Open Fri-Sun only | 11am-4pm
FOXEN: Open Daily by Reservations
7200 & 7600 Foxen Canyon Road | foxenvineyard.com
16 • Sun • June 9 - June 16, 2022 • www.santamariasun.com

Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa
Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

WAKE SLEEPY ONE: STORY TIME Wake up with
stories, songs, and special guest author Lisa Kerr, to
celebrate nature, California, and learn about the state
flower, the California Poppy. June 11, 11 a.m.-noon
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

ARROYO GRANDE’S CIVIL WAR GENERATION
Nearly sixty Civil War veterans are buried in Arroyo
Grande. This tour, which repeats each Sunday in
June, details their wartime experiences. Four fought
at Gettysburg, one earned a Medal of Honor in 1864.
Sundays, 2-3 p.m. through June 26 $15. 805-546-3132.
cuesta.edu/communityprograms. Arroyo Grande District
Cemetery, 895 El Camino Real, Arroyo Grande.

The Arroyo Hondo Preserve is again open to the public on
the first and third full weekends of each month, advanced
reservations required. Explore the trails and enjoy the
sun-drenched vistas or stay cool along the shady creek
at this historic nature preserve. Every other Saturday,
Sunday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. through June 19. 805-966-4520.
eventbrite.com. Arroyo Hondo Preserve, Santa Ynez.

BEGINNER GROUP SURF LESSONS AND SURF
CAMPS Lessons and camp packages available daily. All

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

well-deserved self-care. Anyone including fire, EMS,
police, hospital workers, medical staff, assisted living
caretakers, etc. is welcome. All yoga abilities are
encouraged to attend. Please email empoweryoga805@
gmail.com in advance to enroll. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m.
805-619-0989. Empower Yoga Studio and Community
Boutique, 775 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach,
empoweryoga805.com.

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria,
Citywide, Santa Maria.

FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30-9:30
a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

GOOD MORNING STORY TIME Story time is
designed to build literacy skills and school readiness, all
while having a great time. This fun story time will have
songs and stories. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 10 a.m. through
Aug. 4 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library (Altrusa Theater), 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

equipment included. ongoing Starts at $70. 805-8357873. sandbarsurf.com/. Sandbar Surf School Meetup
Spot, 110 Park Ave., Pismo Beach.

FREE YOGA FOR FIRST RESPONDERS, EMS,
AND COMMUNITY CARETAKERS Join for some

GRIEF RECOVERY GROUP FOR WIDOWS Call for
more details. Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.
805-904-6615. Oak Park Christian Church, 386 N Oak
Park Blvd., Grover Beach.

GUADALUPE-NIPOMO DUNES CENTER GUIDED
PHOTOGRAPHY HIKE Enjoy an afternoon with dunes
photographer Chuck Jennings, as he shares tips and

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 18

Motown · Caribbean · Cuban · Latin · Swing · Pop · Vintage Jazz · 20's · 80's Rock & Roll

Summer '22
Concert Series
General Admission
$37/ ticket
Concert Package
$210 for all 7 shows

Blue Breeze Band

Motown, R&B, Soul, & Funk

Sunday, Aug. 21 at 3 pm

Sponsored by:

Amanda Castro Band
Vintage Jazz, Swing & Pop

Saturday, Jul. 23 at 5 pm

Sitara Son

Promenade String Quartet

Sunday, Jul. 31 at 3 pm

Sunday, Aug. 7 at 3 pm

Cuban Soul & Latin Dance

Pop, Broadway, & Classical

Modern Cocktail Society

Molly Ringwald Project

Mambo Soul Band

Sunday, Aug. 28 at 3 pm

Sunday, Sept. 4 at 3 pm

Sunday, Sept. 11 at 3 pm

1920's Style Jazz

80's tribute band

Latin Fusion & Caribbean
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COURTESY IMAGE BY JI LI

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 16
tricks to dunes photography. Bring
a jacket, water, and your camera,
and explore the open dunes of the
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex.
June 18, 5-7 p.m. my805tix.com.
Pacific Dunes Ranch RV Resort, 1205
Silver Spur Pl., Oceano.

Marquis, Gaea Powell, and Coach
Chris Cucchiara. Expand your
knowledge of sustainable health during
this free health fair. June 11, 10 a.m.
my805tix.com. Pismo Beach Medical
Center, 2 James Way, Pismo Beach.

GHOST/MONSTER LIVE June 18, 2-6 p.m. Brick Barn

event where people interested in technology can hang
out in an informal environment with a small TEDtalk-like
presentation from an interesting speaker. Learn more
online. Second Monday of every month, 5-7 p.m. 805323-6706. meetup.com/softec/. StoryLabs, 102 Cross
St, Suite 220, San Luis Obispo.

perfect Graduation Party. Gather your
closest friends on our oceanfront lawn
with a firepit, food for all guests, beer,
wine, DJ, and a 15 minute professional
photography session. Complimentary
valet for all of your attendees. June
10, June 11 and June 12 Contact for
price. 805-773-5000. cliffshotelandspa.
com/. The Cliffs Hotel and Spa, 2757
Shell Beach Rd, Pismo Beach.

TRANS* TUESDAY A safe space providing peer-to-peer
support for trans, gender non-conforming, non-binary,
and questioning people. In-person and Zoom meetings
held. Contact tranzcentralcoast@gmail.com for more
details. Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. GALA Pride and
Diversity Center, 1060 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo,
805-541-4252.

WEEKLY WATER SAFETY
LESSONS Facility advertised as
open and safe. Give the office a call
to register over the phone. MondaysFridays $160-$190. 805-481-6399. 5
Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way,
Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CENTRAL COAST AVIATORS OF
WORLD WAR II The History Center of

SUPPORT GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS OF
PERSONS WITH FTD (FRONTOTEMPORAL
DEMENTIA) A welcoming meeting providing information

TECH BREW MEETUP Tech Brew is a free networking

OCEANFRONT CAL POLY
GRADUATION PARTY Book the

workshop and learn about who they
are, how to attract them, and what they
can do for your garden. A pollinator
insect collection will be on display
along with a demo on honey bee hive
equipment. June 18, 10-midnight
Free. 805-781-5939. ucanr.edu/sites/
mgslo/. Garden of the Seven Sisters
Demonstration Garden, 2156 Sierra
Way, San Luis Obispo.

FLANNEL 101 LIVE Playing ‘90s covers. June 18, 9

and support for caregivers of people with Frontotemporal
Dementia (FTD). FTD is a dementia that affects younger
people and is very difficult for families. This is an open
group. Caregivers can drop in for information, supportive
discussion, and caregiving tips. Second Saturday of
every month, 2:30-4 p.m. through Jan. 14 805-471-8102.
calpoly.zoom.us/j/83141446835. Online, See website,
San Luis Obispo.

HEALTHY FAMILIES, HEALTHY
FUTURE Speakers include Dr. Dave

ATTRACTING POLLINATORS TO
YOUR GARDEN Come to a free

Email aarapgroup@gmail.com for password access.
Sundays, 7-8 p.m. No fee. galacc.org/events/. Online,
See website, San Luis Obispo.

BRANCH OUT

JUNE 9 – JUNE 16
2022

Gallery at Marina Square in Morro Bay will hold an
opening reception to celebrate its three featured artists
for the month of June on Saturday, June 11, from 5 to
7 p.m. One of the three artists is acrylic painter Ji Li,
who primarily paints animal portraits, landscapes, and
seascapes. Li’s exhibit will run at the gallery through
Thursday, June 30. Visit galleryatmarinasquare.com for
more info. The gallery is located at 601 Embarcadero,
suite 10, Morro Bay.
—C.W.

SLO County presents its next Carnegie
Lecture, with Jim Gregory of Arroyo Grande. This
lecture will return to its original pre-pandemic venue,
The Carnegie Library. June 10, 5:30 p.m. Free. 805543-0638. historycenterslo.org/lecture.html. History
Center of San Luis Obispo County, 696 Monterey St.,
San Luis Obispo.

CENTRAL COAST POLYAMORY (VIRTUALLY VIA
ZOOM) Hosting a discussion group featuring different
topics relating to ethical non-monogamy every month.
Virtually meet via Zoom. Third Wednesday of every
month, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online,
See website, San Luis Obispo.

DOORS OPEN CALIFORNIA The Monday Club is
excited to participate in the very first Doors Open
California, sponsored by the California Preservation
Foundation. To celebrate the historic Monday Club, there
will be special guest speakers each day and docent led
tours all day. Walk-ins are welcome. June 11, 11 a.m.-4
p.m. and June 12, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free at the door.
805-441-8572. The Monday Club, 1815 Monterey St., San
Luis Obispo.

FREE DAY AT THE GARDEN Bring the whole family
and make a day of nature and exploration! Join the
garden scavenger hunt, a giant memory game (prizes
available), and more. June 11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. San Luis
Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis
Obispo, 8055411400.
JUNETEENTH SLO 2022 2022 Theme: Emotional
Competency, “The Next Frontier in Human Development.”
Features several events and live music performances.
Keynote Speaker: Deborah Newmark, Executive Director
of The Children’s Project. June 18 and June 19
juneteenthslo.com/. Mission Plaza, Downtown,
San Luis Obispo.

LGBTQ+ FED THERAPIST LEAD SUPPORT GROUP
(VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) A pro-recovery group
offering space to those seeking peer support, all stages
of ED recovery. We understand recovery isn’t linear
and judgment-free support is crucial. Share, listen, and
be part of a community building up each other. Third
Wednesday of every month, 7-8 p.m. Free. galacc.org/
events/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

MENTAL HEALTH MENAGERIE: A PARTY WITH A
PURPOSE Debby Do Good and The Cheeky Cheesecakes
are throwing a massive fundraiser for Transitions Mental
Health. Goal is to raise $10,000. The theme is Candy
Land. All profits from ticket sales, raffles, and auctions
will go directly to TMHA. “Donut” miss this. June 17,
7-9:30 p.m. $10. 805-270-6168. t-mha.org. Central Coast
Brewing, 6 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

Q YOUTH GROUP (VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) This is a
social support group for LGBTQ+ and questioning youth
between the ages of 11-18. Each week the group explores
personal, cultural, and social identity. Thursdays, 6-8
p.m. Free. galacc.org/events/. Online, See website,
San Luis Obispo.

RUN FOR UKRAINE A 5K fun run benefiting Eastern
Ukraine. All funds raised will go directly to on the
ground volunteers. Family-friendly. All ages welcome.
June 18, 8:30 a.m.-noon $10-$100. 310-633-4563.
RunforUkraineSLO.org. Laguna Lake Park, 504 Madonna
Rd., San Luis Obispo.

TRANS* YOUTH PEER SUPPORT GROUP This group
is a safe place for trans* and gender non-conforming
people, as well as those questioning, from ages of 11 to
18. A facilitated emotional support group to be heard,
share your story, and hear stories that may sound
surprisingly like your own. Second Tuesday of every
month, 6-8 p.m. Free. GALA Pride and Diversity Center,
1060 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-541-4252.
VOLUNTEER TUTOR TRAINING Become a
volunteer tutor with Literacy for Life-a SLO Countywide
organization. Teach adults 16 and older to read, write,
and speak English. Group currently works virtually
and in-person. Volunteers must be fully vaccinated.
June 11, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. 805-541-4219.
literacyforlifeslo.org/become-a-tutor.php. Online, See
website, San Luis Obispo.
WOMEN INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE (WIIRE) A
collaboration of minds to help you start investing today.
Third Friday of every month, noon my805tix.com. Granada
Hotel and Bistro, 1126 Morro St., San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

16TH ANNUAL LOS OLIVOS JAZZ AND WINE
FESTIVAL Enjoy wine, food, and live music with the

Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208,
brickbarnwineestate.com.

JIMI NELSON BAND LIVE June 10, 8:30-11:30 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

LIVE MUSIC AT ZACA MESA ON FATHER’S DAY
Come on out and enjoy a wine tasting with live music by
Cary Park. Grab your friends and enjoy the weekend with
delicious wines and groovy music. June 19, 12-3 p.m.
805-688-9339. zacamesa.com/upcoming-events/. Zaca
Mesa Winery, 6905 Foxen Canyon Road, Los Olivos.

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Brick Barn
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208,
brickbarnwineestate.com.

MATT MCCARRIN June 12, 8 p.m. Lost Chord Guitars,
1576 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, 805-331-4362.

PAUL KENT TRIO LIVE June 11, 2-6 p.m. Brick Barn
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208,
brickbarnwineestate.com.
SLACK TIDE CURRENTS June 15, 7:30 p.m.
Lost Chord Guitars, 1576 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang,
805-331-4362.

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS Wednesdays, 5-7 p.m.
Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

THE HOMESTEAD: LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO
Check the Homestead’s Facebook page for details on
live music events. Fridays, Saturdays The Homestead,
105 W. Clark Ave, Old Orcutt, 805-287-9891,
thehomesteadoldorcutt.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT THE SHIFT Check the Shift’s social
media for updates on live music happenings. Fridays,
Saturdays theshiftrestaurant.com. The Shift, 205 E Clark
Ave., Orcutt, 805-264-7871.
SWING INTO SUMMER Santa Maria Recreation and
Parks and Santa Maria Valley Senior Club presents Swing
into Summer, featuring Riptide Big Band, and vocalists
Bob Nations and Mitch Latting. Grant funding Community
Foundation of San Luis Obispo County. Put on your
dancing shoes. June 12, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-8135186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510
Park Ave., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

CONCERT BY VIRTUOSO VIOLINIST MISCHA
LEFKOWITZ World renowned violinist Mischa Lefkowitz,

Idiomatiques. Featuring 30 vintners, with 30 Chefs.
June 11, 1-4 p.m.
$95 all inclusive. 805-325-9280.
MUSIC
jazzandolivefestival.org. Downtown Los Olivos,
Grand Ave., Los Olivos.

performing works by Beethoven, Bach, and more. Limited
Seating. Cash only at door. For advance tickets, call.
June 9, 7-9:30 p.m. $35. 323-356-4316. The Monarch
Club at Trilogy Monarch Dunes, 1645 Trilogy Parkway,
Nipomo.

KALYRA: PURCHASES
AND PICK-UPS Offering
FLAVOR/EATS

ELVIS: REMEMBERING THE KING Get your tickets

varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery,
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.
INFO

SLO BLUES BASEBALL The
Blues will compete against some
of the highest-caliber teams and
most sought after players in the
country. Visit site for full schedule.
Through Aug. 6 bluesbaseball.com.
Sinsheimer Park, 900 Southwood
Dr., San Luis Obispo, 805-781-7222.

p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

Spread
the word!

SECOND SATURDAY OPEN
AIR MARKET: LOS OLIVOS A

carefully curated open air artisan
and farm market. Features great
vintage finds, handwoven and hand
dyed textiles, hand-spun yarn,
OPINION
Send event information to
organic body care products, and
calendar@santamariasun.com.
locally grown organic eats. Second
Saturday of every month, 11 a.m.-4
SLO LEZ B FRIENDS
NEWSp.m. Free. 805-722-4338. Sisters
(VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) A good
Gifts and Home, 349 Bell Street, Los Alamos.
core group of friends who gather to discuss topics we
STANDING SUN: CELLAR CLUB Visit site for Cellar
love/ care about from movies, outings, music, or being
STROKES
Club details and more
info. Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5
new to the area.
p.m. 805-691-9413. standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun
We come from all walks of life and most importantly
Wines, 92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.
support each other. Transgender and Nonbinary folks
ARTS
welcome. Third Friday of every month, 6:30-9 p.m. Free.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S
sloqueer.groups.io/g/lezbfriends. Online, See website,
San Luis Obispo.
FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Wine
CALENDAR

to one of the most unique and entertaining Elvis tributes
in the world, celebrating his music and legacy. James
Kruk has been delighting audiences with his amazing
“Elvis” voice, look, humor, charisma, and dance moves.
June 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $40-$55. 805-489-9444.
clarkcenter.org/shows/elvis-thru-the-years/. Clark
Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave.,
Arroyo Grande.

FOREVER GREEN LIVE Identical twin sisters and
singer/songwriters, Cara and Christi Brown play,
write, and perform indie/pop/folk/rock music with an
Americana edge and a medieval twist. They combine
traditional acoustic guitar and hand percussion with
touches of electronic synth and live creation groove
box beats with vocal harmonies. June 10, 5-6:15
p.m. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach,
puffersofpismo.com.
FORTUNATE SON: CREEDENCE CLEARWATER
REVIVAL TRIBUTE Featured on AXS TV’s The World’s

SUMMER BREAK SPORTS CAMP Participants will
learn and play a variety of different traditional and nontraditional sports throughout the five-week camp. Sports
will include but not limited to soccer, volleyball, t-ball,
softball, basketball, orienteering and pickleball. June
13-Aug. 11 $120 per week. slocity.org. Laguna Middle
School, 11050 Los Osos Valley Rd., San Luis Obispo,
805-596-4055.

Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532,
winestoneinn.com/.

Greatest Tribute Bands. This tribute personifies the spirit
and grit of CCR. June 16, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $35-$45. 604715-7115. rockitboy.com. Clark Center for the Performing
Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call or go online

PACIFIC BREEZE CONERTS IN PISMO BEACH The

to make a reservation to taste at the winery or find
more info on the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391
Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110.

SUMMER CELEBRATION AT SLO PUBLIC MARKET

W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-332-3532, winestoneinn.com/.

City of Pismo Beach Recreation Division proudly presents
the 13th annual Pacific Breeze Concerts at Pismo Beach
Rotary Amphitheater at Dinosaur Caves Park. Acts
include The Damon Castillo Band, Dante Marsh and The
Vibesetters, and The Molly Ringwold Project. Second
Sunday of every month, 1-4 p.m. through July 10 Free.
805-773-7063. pismobeach.org/recreation. Dinosaur
Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.

Mark your calendars because SLO Public Market is
kicking off the season with a Summer Celebration on June
18. Live Music and activities for the whole family. Learn
more on the SLO Public Market website. June 18, 2-8
p.m. Free. 805-215-3669. slopublicmarket.com/events/
summer-celebration. SLO Public Market, Bonetti Ranch,
San Luis Obispo.

SUNDAY EVENING RAP LGBTQ+ AA GROUP
(VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) Alcoholics Anonymous
is a voluntary, worldwide fellowship of folks from all
walks of life who together, attain and maintain sobriety.
Requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking.
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TACO TUESDAY Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 255

MUSIC

SAN LUIS OBISPO
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

CHRISTIAN PELONIS UNPLUGGED June 11, 9
p.m. Lost Chord Guitars, 1576 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang,
805-331-4362.

CROWN CITY BOMBERS LIVE June 11, 8:30 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

34TH ANNUAL LIVE OAK MUSIC FESTIVAL A
benefit for KCBX Public Radio, the festival features
musicians performing a variety of genres, including
funk, soul, folk, gospel, roots rock, Americana, and
more. Experience live concerts in a beautiful setting with
SLO County’s iconic volcanic peaks, the Morros, as the
backdrop. June 17-19 805-781-3030. liveoakfest.org. El
Chorro Regional Park, California 1, San Luis Obispo. m

22nd Annual Best of Northern
Santa Barbara County Readers Poll

VOTING STARTS

TH U RSDAY, J UN E 1 6
VOTING ENDS

TU E S DAY, J ULY 5 @5PM
RESULTS PUBLISHED

TH U RS DAY, AUGUST 1 8
Reserve ad space by August 11

805-347-1968
advertising@santamariasun.com

SantaMariaSun.com

(805) 776-8700

We make finding transportation easy.

ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

ON SALE NOW!

knowhowtogoslo.org

Getting from A to B is so much easier when you know your options!

Know How to Go is a free program that provides a dedicated Mobility Options Specialist to help
you understand your transportation options in San Luis Obispo County.
Hesitant to ride the bus on your own?
The Mobility Options Specialist can help seniors
and people with disabilities learn how to travel
independently using public transportation, and can
offer individual and group instruction for:

Knot & Sip:

Macrame´ Plant
Hanger workshop
June 26, 2022 · 4pm
Timshel Vineyards, Paso Robles
Presented by:

TIED + TRUE GOODS

Know to Go! is a program of the San Luis
Obispo Council of Governments. (SLOCOG).

Seniors • Veterans
People with Disabilities
Caregivers • Health Providers
Social Service Agencies

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

MY805TIX.COM

Does your organization sell tickets?
Get more exposure and sell more tickets with a local
media partner. Call 805-546-8208 for more info.

Learn about our county’s senior and veteran shuttles, bus services,
transit passes, discounted fares, and other specialized services by
reaching out to (805) 776-8700 or TravelTrainer@slocog.org today!
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Arts Briefs
Level Best Books releases
new mystery novel from Santa
Ynez-based author Lida Sideris

IMAGE COURTESY OF LEVEL BEST BOOKS
Gambling with
Murder, the fifth book
in an ongoing mystery
series by local author
Lida Sideris, was
recently published
by Level Best Books
and is available for
purchase at the Book
Loft in Solvang and
Barnes and Noble in
San Luis Obispo. The
protagonist of the
series is Corrie Locke,
a rookie lawyer and
private investigator
based in Southern
California.
In press materials, Sideris summed up her mystery series
as “light reading centered around action-packed mysteries.”
The plot of Gambling with Murder focuses on the
disappearance of a retired ambassador, Dom Rosetti, who
lives in Santa Barbara. Locke sets out to find Rosetti, as her
day job as an entertainment attorney “takes a back seat to
investigating homicides and missing persons,” according to
press materials.
Visit lidasideris.com for more info on the book. The Book
Loft is located at 1680 Mission Drive, Solvang. Barnes and
Noble is located at 894 Marsh St., building G, San Luis Obispo.

Santa Maria Civic Theatre
presents The 39 Steps
The Santa Maria Civic Theatre (SMCT) will debut its latest
production, The 39 Steps, on Friday, June 24. The show is
scheduled to run through Sunday, July 10, and is described in
press materials as having the plot of a spy novel with a “dash”
of Monty Python-style comedy.
For specific showtimes and more details, visit smct.org.
Tickets to the show are available in advance at my805tix.com.
SMCT is located at 1660 N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

First United Methodist Church
holds live concert with the
Lompoc Pops Orchestra
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LOMPOC POPS ORCHESTRA

The Lompoc Pops Orchestra will perform a live concert at
the First United Methodist Church in Lompoc on Monday, June
20, at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. The group includes
more than 50 musicians and is widely known for covering film
and television themes, pop and jazz hits, and Broadway show
tunes.
The orchestra is conducted by Brian Asher Alhadeff, who
has also worked for the San Luis Obispo Opera Company, the
State Street Ballet Orchestra, and the Santa Barbara Civic
Ballet Orchestra during his career.
Tickets to the upcoming concert are $20 for adults and
$5 for full-time students. Admission to the show is free
for children ages 12 and under. For more details, visit the
orchestra’s Facebook page. The First United Methodist Church
is located at 925 N. F St., Lompoc. m
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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OPINION

DYNAMIC DUO: Cheerleader MacKynzi (Sydni Abenido) and Cal State Oceano surf team captain
Dax (Hank Fisher) are coupled up on campus in the Great American Melodrama’s production of
The Mark of Morro.

Be a hero
The Melodrama’s Mark of Morro
is fun, funny, and fresh
BY CAMILLIA LANHAM

A

s Cal State Oceano’s head honcho, Dean
DeVille, breaks into his very own rendition of
“If I Were a Rich Man,” strutting and shaking
his booty across his office on the Great American
Melodrama’s stage, the audience bursts into laughter.
“Na, na, na, na, na, na,” he crooned from beneath
his three-piece suit one Sunday evening in May.
Billy Breed sang the Fiddler on the Roof tune that
inspired Gwen Stefani’s “If I Were a Rich Girl” while
reprising his role as the dastardly DeVille in The
Mark of Morro, which Jordan Richardson and Eric
Hoit wrote specifically for The Melodrama and made
its debut in 2014. Directed by longtime Melodrama
staple Hoit in both 2014 and 2022, the current version
of the play is updated with new jokes, new cast

PAYBACK IS A … Penelope (Gabrielle Smith) gives Dax (Hank
Fisher) a particularly theatrical wedgie in the Melodrama’s
updated version of its original 2014 play, The Mark of Morro.
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SONGS AND LAUGHTER: Gabrielle Smith plays both a townsperson (pictured) from the early 19th
century and modern-day college science major Penelope in The Mark of Morro.
STROKES

Showtime!

ARTS

Send gallery, stage,
and cultural festivities to
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

members, and songs, according
to Melodrama Interim Artistic
Director Katie Worley-Beck.
“We were lucky to have one of our
writers directing the show again to
make those changes,” Worley-Beck
said. “With a fresh cast, the show has
been given a new life.”
But The Mark of Morro still focuses
on Mark (Mike Fiore), his obsession
with a swashbuckling comic book
hero, El Morro de San Luis Obispo
(John Keating), and the struggle
Mark has becoming the person who
his classmates believe he can be.
Flashing between El Morro’s
trouble in the 19th century and
Mark’s trouble on campus in the
DASTARDLY DEAN: Cal State Oceano’s dean, Dean DeVille (Billy Breed) gives
present day, The Mark of Morro
student Mark (Mike Fiore) a piece of his mind in the Melodrama’s current
plops audiences onto the Cal State
production, which made its debut in 2014.
Oceano campus as Mark deals with
his annoying roommate, Dax (Hank
and full of life. But it’s only showing through June
Fisher)—who also happens to be the captain of the
18, so hurry if you want to catch it.
school surf team and is dating the head cheerleader.
Butch Cassidy and the Sunburnt Kid is up next at
Soon, Mark starts to notice something fishy is
the Melodrama, running from June 23 to Aug. 6.
going on with school funds for student activities.
The Western parody follows the adventures of Butch
Always-singing and ever-theatrical Kevan (also
and Sundance as they change the course of history
played by John Keating) can’t get the dean to fund
in the Old West. Whacky locals, hideouts, and
his new drama production, dark and brooding
villains await the duo en route to Bolivia.
December (Meggie Siegrist) lost the money to
You can grab beers, popcorn, and nacho cheese
publish the school’s literary magazine, and normaldip, and get ready to boo for the villains and cheer
but-nerdy Penelope (Gabrielle Smith) is no longer
for the heroes! m
receiving research dollars. But somehow Dax’s
girlfriend, MacKynzi (Sydni Abenido), can get
Editor Camillia Lanham is always down to cheer for the
the dean to throw down the dollars anytime the
hero. Send villains to clanham@santamariasun.com.
cheerleading squad needs something.
The unlikely crew of college stereotypes comes
Make your mark
together to get to the bottom of things, doling out
The Mark of Morro is on stage Wednesdays through Fridays at
plenty of jokes, songs, and dance numbers along the
7 p.m.; Saturdays at 2 and 7 p.m.; and Sundays at 6 p.m through
way. And let’s not forget about those sword-fighting
June 18. Get your tickets at tickets.americanmelodrama.
scenes and the vaudeville revue that follows the
com or at the box office (1827 Front St. in Oceano). Check
show!
americanmelodrama.com for more information.
The Mark of Morro is funny and fun, light-hearted

ALWAYS AMAZING.

NEVER ROUTINE.

TOWER OF POWER

THERESA CAPUTO

JULY 8 | FRIDAY | 8PM

JULY 29 + 30 | TWO NIGHTS | 8PM

HOTEL CALIFORNIA

FRANKIE VALLI

AUGUST 6 | SATURDAY | 8PM

AUGUST 19 | FRIDAY | 8PM

Must be 21 years of age or older to attend. Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.
Chumash Casino Resort supports responsible gaming. For information about problem gambling, call the Problem Gambling Helpline at
1-800-522-4700.

Welcome to Freedom

ON
SALE
NOW

$5 OFF ADULT TICKETS.
*Limit 2 per order.

Wednesday through Sunday.
Code “Celery”
Great Snacks · Cold Beer ·

Hwy 1 Oceano · 805-489-2499 · americanmelodrama.com
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Get weird

PHOTO COURTESY OF ARGONAUTS, BELL MEDIA, AND THE CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

As one character says, “Surgery is the new sex,”
and indeed, in this futuristic world humans don’t
seem to feel pain as we do, and many are growing
new organs that may be a step in human evolution,
such as an underground group that’s developed
a digestive tract that can eat and digest plastic.
riter-director David Cronenberg (The Fly,
It feels like a commentary on the increasingly
A History of Violence, Eastern Promises)
synthetic and toxic environment we’ve created, as
helms this sci-fi horror film set in the future,
well as a comment on extreme body modification
where performance artist Saul Tenser (frequent
and sadomasochistic sex practices. It’s a weird,
collaborator Viggo Mortensen) has his organs
challenging film, and I haven’t been able to stop
removed before a live audience with help from his
thinking about it since I saw it.
assistant and partner Caprice (Léa Seydoux). Saul
suffers from “accelerated evolution syndrome,” which Anna: For some reason, I can’t keep the title of
causes him to grow new organs, but his performances this film straight—maybe some weird brain
thing that puts Crimes of the Future and Crimes
draw the attention of the National Organ Registry,
its chief bureaucrat Wippet (Don McKellar), and his of Grindewald too close together, so every time
someone has asked what we watched this week I
assistant Timlin (Kristen Stewart), who develops an
end up saying, “Some really weird horror movie,”
unhealthy fascination with Saul after witnessing a
and then go on to explain (or
performance. (107 min.)
try to) the premise of this film.
CRIMES OF THE FUTURE
All that’s to say that my review
Glen: I’ve seen most of auteur
What’s it rated? R
of this film may be a bit stunted,
David Cronenberg’s films, but
What’s it worth, Anna? Matinee (maybe)
quite frankly, because I kind
two in particular seem to be
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price (if you
of just don’t get it. I actually
informing Crimes of the Future:
like weirdness)
really appreciate when a film
Crash (1996), about a group of
Where’s it showing? Downtown Centre
has the wherewithal to make
sex fetishists who are erotically
of San Luis Obispo
me uncomfortable; it can show
satisfied by experiencing bodysome great skill on the part of
mangling car crashes; and
eXistenZ (1999), about a video game designer who’s the filmmaker when it’s done in a way that isn’t
just for jump scares. I did feel uncomfortable here,
created an apparatus that looks like something
and Cronenberg definitely has a skill for this type
alien yet organic, which is an interface to a virtual
world. In this film, Saul has three similarly weird
of work. He paints a bleak future full of abandoned
devices: He sleeps in an OrchidBed that’s supposed ships, lurking figures, and the mundane shop
to aid in his rest; he has a chair designed to help
talk of Saul and Caprice’s uncomfortable and
him eat and digest food; and he performs in a
visceral business. The film is certainly offering up
device originally designed to perform autopsies.
commentary on our world and the razor’s edge we
He and Caprice’s performances are highly sexual.
walk with fascinations of violence and death. Was

W

PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH TELEVISON AND EAT THE CAT

TV Reviews
CANDY

What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2022
Where’s it showing? Hulu
If you’re ready to be transported to small-town Texas
circa 1980, tune in to Candy. Between the sets and décor,
the costuming, and the hairstyles, this Hulu original series
perfectly captures the era.
Candy Montgomery seems to be a typical mother and
housewife, yet when a friend is brutally murdered, it becomes
clear this churchgoing, smiling beacon has a whole lot of dirty
secrets. Jessica Biel takes on the titular role, which is based
on an actual case from 1980 in which Betty Gore was savagely
killed with an ax in her home while her husband was away and
her young baby cried out from her crib. Biel has been taking
on some heavy hitters lately. The Sinner was a wonderful and
mysterious miniseries, and she does it again here.
Betty Gore is played by Melanie Lynskey—the less
confident, less charismatic neighborhood figure who looks
up to Candy and her seemingly charmed existence. Things

BETTY AND CANDY: Who murdered Betty Gore (Melanie
Lynskey, left) with an ax in her own home? Surely it couldn’t
be her church friend Candy Montgomery (Jessica Biel). See
for yourself in Candy, streaming on Hulu.
get messy between all these characters, so buckle up as you
watch this community come apart at the seams as the truth
reveals itself and a trial takes place. (five 46to 56-min. episodes)
—Anna

BODY AND SOUL: Saul Tenser (Viggo Mortensen) grows new organs, only to have them removed on stage as performance art in a
specially designed device used to perform autopsies, in the sci-fi horror film Crimes of the Future, screening in Downtown Centre.

it a fun watch for me? No, but it worked hard at
evoking feeling from its audience.
Glen: Early in his career, Cronenberg made a film
with the same unmemorable name, but that Crimes
of the Future (1970) focused on a dermatologist
and a plague that killed all sexually mature women
who used cosmetic products. Can we just agree
that Cronenberg is a singular visionary? His ’70s
and ’80s work was campy and intelligent fun.
Shivers (1975), Rabid (1977), The Brood (1979),
Scanners (1981), and Videodrome (1983) were really
interesting horror films. He found mainstream
success with The Dead Zone (1983), The Fly (1983),
and Dead Ringers (1988). This new film is straightup weird, and I’m guessing a lot of people won’t like

it. Its Rotten Tomatoes audience score is 45 percent.
I’m glad I saw it, but go only if you want to revel in
creepy oddity.
Anna: It doesn’t fall into the category of “must see”
for me, though the leads give it their all. Creepy,
weird, how many different ways can I describe how
odd and unsettling this film is? It’s a tough one
to recommend, so trust your gut when it comes
to taking this movie on—it isn’t going to be for
everyone. m
New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
newtimesslo.com.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ARSENALFX COLOR AND PARAMOUNT TELEVISION

JOE PICKETT

What’s it rated? TV-14
When? 2021
Where’s it showing? Paramount
Now that a second season has been confirmed for release
in late 2022, it’s time to dive into Joe Pickett, a soulful
contemporary Western that follows Wyoming game warden
Joe Pickett (Michael Dorman), who’s recently been posted
to a small rural community that may be hiding deep-seated
corruption. Amid competing factions, he’s forced to confront
his own morals about what it means to be a good man.
I’m only four episodes into this first season, which was
released in 2021 but that’s now being doled out one episode a
week on Paramount. If I could binge it all, I would. Pickett is a
deeply engaging and sympathetic character. Flashbacks to his
difficult childhood and his cruel father haunt him, especially
as it relates to his own family: wife Marybeth (Julianna
Guill) and daughters Sheridan (Skywalker Hughes) and Lucy
(Kamryn Pilva).
Local law enforcement seems to be ethically compromised,
and they quickly apprehend and incarcerate
local mountain man Nate Romanoski (Mustafa
Speaks) as the murderer, but neither Joe nor

HANGDOG HERO: Australian actor Michael Dorman stars
as Wyoming game warden Joe Pickett, who must sort out
corruption in his small community after a poacher shows
up dead on his property and his family is threatened, in Joe
Pickett, streaming on Paramount.
Marybeth, a non-practicing attorney, believe Nate’s guilty. Now
they’re both fighting against a deeply rooted conspiracy, risking
it all to find the truth. (10 approximately 50-min. episodes) m
—Glen

JDX PHARMACY

Senior Dial-A-Ride
HELP WANTED

805-922-1747

DRIVERS PART-TIME TO FULL TIME WITH GREAT PAY & BENEFITS
Established, growing company with local
routes. Class B Passenger & Air Brake
Endorsements desired. Paid commercial
license training provided. Good driving
record & current DMV-(H6) required.
$300 Signing Bonus paid after 90 Day
Intro Period. A GREAT career opportunity!

OPEN: Mon–Fri 9am–6pm · Sat 9am–1pm
An Equal Opportunity (EEO) Employer

SMOOTH, Inc. 240 East Roemer Way, Santa Maria · 805-922-8476
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Your Local Pharmacy
and Medical Equipment
Supply Source

Medical equipment:
• Hospital beds
• Lift chairs
• Wheelchairs
• Bathroom safety
products
• and more

Medicine:
• Prescription medicine
• Cold medicine
• Cough syrup
• Cough drops
• Flu medicine
• Pain relief medicine

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you
with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.

1504 SOUTH BROADWAY EAST, SANTA MARIA • WWW.HEALTHMART.COM

Don’t
waste a
drop!

Let’s save together.
¡No pierdas ni una gota!
Ahorremos juntos.

ORCUTT

5th
Annual

PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
PASS OR DON’T PAY

NAACP
San Luis Obispo County

Old & New Vehicles

Emotional Competency: “The Next Frontier in Human Development.”
Saturday, June 18, 2022

Sunday, June 19, 2022

Health and Wellness Fair
11:00 am-4:00 pm at
Mission Plaza San Luis Obispo
Music, Culture and Fun!

Movie and panel discussion.
SLO Public Market, 3:00 - 6:00 pm

In 1920s New York City, a black woman finds her world
upended when her life becomes intertwined with a
former childhood friend who is passing as white.

DRIVE-UPS WELCOME

OIL CHANGES
ASK FOR DETAILS

1000 OFF

$

Musical Guests:
The House of
Prayer Choir
Mo Better Jazz
feat. Deborah
Gilmore

SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

39

$

00

Regular Price $49.00

Appointments
805-937-5340

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’95 & Older: $89.00 / ’96–’99: $79.00
Vans & Motor Homes $89.00. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 6/30/22

NAACP San Luis Obispo County Branch

110 S. Mary Ave., Suite 2215 Nipomo (805) 619-5354

naacpslocty@gmail.com

Freedom

Justice

naacpslocty.org
Supporter

juneteenthslo.com

Contributor

SLO Consignment Furniture
Boo Boo Records, Tolosa Winery

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM
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PHOTO BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

PHOTO COURTESY OF STILETTO MARKETING

Bell-tale heart

Find out more about Pico Los Alamos at
losalamosgeneralstore.com, or by calling
(805) 344-1122. The restaurant is located
at 458 Bell St., Los Alamos, and is open
Wednesday through Sunday, from 3 to 9 p.m.
STORE STORY: Pico Los Alamos is located within the historic Los Alamos General Store, originally built in 1880. Pico opened in 2016, under co-owners Will Henry
and Kali Kopley, who recently enlisted a new executive chef, Cameron Ingle.
MUSIC

Purée imagination
Prolific chef Cameron Ingle breathes new life
into farm-fresh menu at Pico Los Alamos
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

W

hen it comes to ingredients, less
is definitely more, in Cameron
Ingle’s view. Before entering his
new role as executive chef at Pico Los
Alamos, Ingle worked for Blue Hill at
Stone Barns, where “70 percent of the
dishes made were three ingredients,”
he said.
Ingle is approaching his new offerings
at Pico in similar fashion, he explained.
“Right now we have a cauliflower
purée on the menu that’s going with our
duck breast and fava beans,” Ingle said.
“It’s such a simple dish, right? You look
it and you’re like, ‘There is not a lot on
this plate.’”
When customers ask what’s in the
purée, many are surprised to hear it’s
just cauliflower and salt, Ingle said.
“It feels like it should have cream in it
but it doesn’t. … It’s literally just boiled
cauliflower blended in a blender,” Ingle
said. “And they’re like, ‘No way! No
way!’ That’s the reaction I love.”
For Ingle, cooking is all about
preparation and finding the perfect
balance between simplicity and depth.
“It’s so easy to cook with truffles and
caviar, that’s the easiest thing to do. I
can make a mediocre risotto with white
truffles in it and you’re gonna go, ‘Wow
this is delicious,’” Ingle said. “But to cook
something, like a vegetable, and to cook
it well, and then to have you eat it and go,
‘Wow this is really good,’ that to me is
the pinnacle of what cooking should be.
“Not to bash anybody that uses
truffles and caviar,” Ingle said with a
laugh. “It’s just not something that I like
to do.”

Ingle’s menu at Pico Los Alamos
is broken up into three sections. The
first is dedicated to seasonal, shareable
dishes, such as oysters and mignonette
sauce, or burrata with a pickled
blueberry salad. The second section
includes light entrees, such as handcut linguini, while the third features
heartier, protein-based entrees, such as
grass-fed steak.
The menu will change regularly, based
on what’s in season locally, as most of
the ingredients used are sourced within
a 60-mile radius of Pico. The restaurant
is located within the historic Los Alamos
General Store, originally built in 1880.
Pico opened in 2016, under co-owners
Will Henry and Kali Kopley.
Henry described Ingle as “a natural
fit for what we’re trying to create,” in
press materials announcing the new
executive chef’s arrival, and he outlined
the venue’s focus on “all that’s local, all
that’s fruitful and available to us in this
section of the California Central Coast.”
Ingle grew up in Plymouth,
Michigan, which he lovingly described
as a small town that Los Alamos
reminds him of. At age 12, Ingle worked
his first restaurant job at an Italian
eatery in Plymouth.
His first responsibility was “counting
straws in the basement, doing
inventory,” Ingle said. Shortly after his
13th birthday, Ingle was asked to work
in the kitchen during the restaurant’s
busy New Year’s Eve service because one
worker didn’t show up.
“I was super lucky at that restaurant;
I had really great mentors,” Ingle fondly
recalled.
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Share
tasty tips!

Send tidbits on everything
food and drink to
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

DELICIOUS DESTINY: Cameron Igle grew up in Plymouth, Michigan, which he lovingly described as a
small town that Los Alamos reminds him of. He was raised in the perfect household “to coddle a chef,”
FLAVOR/EATS
full of family members who loved to cook, said Ingle, who worked his first restaurant job at age 12.
COURTESY PHOTO BY KATE INGLE
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Regardless of how much influence his
first restaurant experience had on his OPINION
future career, Ingle said he had already
grown up in a household that felt like
the perfect setting “to coddle a chef,” heNEWS
explained.
“I was super fortunate to grow up
with my great-grandma, my grandma, STROKES
my mom, and my great-aunt—all the
women in my family all cook, and evenARTS
a lot of the men in my family cook,”
Ingle said. “So I grew up with my greatgrandpa cooking sausages on his grill
outside with all the men, and they’d
stand around and drink beers and play
lawn games. I would hang out with
THE GREAT OUTDOORS: Pico’s new executive chef, Cameron Ingle, described the atmosphere of Pico Los
them and then I would go inside and I
Alamos—with indoor and outdoor seating—as simple, laid-back, and relaxing.
would talk to all the women who were
COURTESY PHOTO BY KATE INGLE
baking.
“So I just bounced back and forth
between eating really great food,” Ingle
continued.
The chef described the landscape
of his childhood memories as “an
environment where every ounce of love
you can imagine was given through
food,” he said.
“Cooking makes me feel good, and
I like to make people food because it
makes them feel good. That’s my whole
goal when I walk in the kitchen every
day. If you sit down for dinner, I want
you to sit down and at the end of your
meal go, ‘I feel great right now,’” Ingle
said. “I want you to eat something and
feel like it’s something your grandma
cooked for you.” m

Send Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood your
favorite childhood meal at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

RAISING THE BAR: Pico Los Alamos includes the Lumen Lounge, a restaurant-adjacent wine tasting area
for Lumen Wines, a brand established by local winemaker Lane Tanner and Pico co-owner Will Henry.

IN CASMALIA
Your Hosts: the Ostini Family

World’s Best Barbecue
Steaks • Seafood • Ribs

- 70 -

Amazing Years

FEATURING 40 YEARS
AWARD-WINNING PATRICIO’S PIZZA

A CentrAl CoAst trAdition sinCe 1952

Reservations (805)
always recommended

937 6151

you’ve got an opinion.
What’s Your Take? We know
Everybody’s got one!
This
week’s
online
poll
6/9–
6/16

Do you think North County needs more equitable access to trails?
m Yes, there’s not enough outdoor space in my community.
m I do think there’s a need for more access, but there are solutions
in the works!
m I don’t think people need more outdoor space; we need to
preserve private property.
m I don’t go outside to use trails, and I don’t care.

Enter your choice
online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

Same Great Pizza! · Same Great Taste!
Dine In · Take Out · Deliver

156 S Broadway St. Orcutt, CA 93455 • 805.937.8976
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CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

1235 DOVE MEADOW, SOLVANG Amazing 4.42 acre oak-studded property
situated in the Santa Ynez Oaks tract. Watch the sun rise and set from
panoramic views of the Santa Ynez Valley on one side & Solvang’s
rolling countryside on the other. Spacious main house w/ 2 car garage
as well as a separate 2 BD guest house with its own 2 car garage. Main
home boasts 3 BD on main floor & several other rooms downstairs w/
unlimited possibilities for additional guest quarters, home gym, home
theater, your own business w/ separate entrance & tons of storage.
Main level has a beautiful kitchen w/ amazing views and a formal dining
room & cozy family room w/ real wood floors. Home is fully powered
by Sunpower solar panels. Spacious patio area on lower level, massive
deck area off of main living area. Outside you will find a massive
50x50 insulated barn/workshop w/ two 14x14 doors. This building has
electricity and can house anything from your Huge RV to your boats and
other toys. Building also has a separate office area in case you want to
run your business out of it. Beyond the residence, guest house & shop,
there are large open areas where you could grow grapes or create other
outdoor entertaining areas. There is so much room to grow & create
your own paradise in one of California’s most prized areas. Call your
agent today for an appointment! *Information deemed reliable but not
guaranteed* (DO123) $2,795,000

Get your classified ad—for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the
FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Real Estate
FOR RENT
SANTA MARIA

609 N Benwiley #C
Rent $750 Deposit $750

WE TAKE THE
HEADACHE OUT
OF PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE
Senior Affordable Mobile Homes.
Reasonable space rent. Includes
water, sewer, and trash. In Santa
Maria Area. Call Angelo 805266-5216 or email apassida@
earthlink.net
Big Block Realty 01055899.

Home &
Garden

MARKETPLACE

E!
U S6 / 4
O
H Y
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WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES
Fastest Cash- Any Condition!
Residential and Commercial.
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned
and operated 25 years. 1-909536-2060 (Cal-SCAN)

O PAT U R : 3 0 - 3

HAULING & CLEAN-UP

S om 1
fr

JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

Employment

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

Miller Event
Management, Inc

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

An Industry Leader
in Special Event
Staff and Security

COMMERCIAL

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

Concerts, Festivals, & Event

CA$H

Security
Events are
coming back!
JOIN OUR TEAM
JOIN
OUR TEAM

1520 E. Donovan · $1,800,000
Great location. Property located in the
Northeast side of Santa Maria. Rare M-2
industrial/manufacturing zoning. 1.6 acre
parcel. Easy access to Highway 101. (Do not
enter property without an appointment.)
*Contact your agent for more information*

Part-Time · Flexible Hours
MEM Office
Office
805-748-9502

Apply Online

(805) 547-9526

millereventmanagement.com
millereventmanagement.com

Marketplace

924 E. Main St., Santa Maria
*1731 sq.ft. of office space. $2,795/mo +
$2,795/dep. Detached garage included in
lease. Plenty of parking space. Completely
remodeled inside.

PLEASE DO NOT
DISTURB TENANTS!
Greco Realty Inc.

(702) 210-7725
MARKETPLACE

1976 American
Clipper

BUSINESS FOR SALE

64,000 miles, new
Michelin tires, new
air bags, roof sealed,
air conditioned, new
battery, bathroom
and shower, new
awning $5500 firm,
(805) 631-2518

The difference in winning and losing market share is how businesses
use their advertising dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Services’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million of the state’s readers who are an engaged audience, makes our services an indispensable marketing
solution. For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

Autos & Boats

152049

MARKETPLACE

2017 Towable
Chevy Sonic
Premier Turbo

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

805-922-0599

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV to receive a major tax deduction.
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value Guaranteed.
Free Estimate and Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-2632 (CalSCAN)

Lic. #00892126

WANTED! Old Porsche 356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-339-5994. Email: porscherestoration@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

WE BUY:

• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS
• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS
We Come To You

For Sale
COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY FOR RENT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

on the SPOT

Part-Time * Flexible Hours

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY FOR SALE

1320 SHELTON WAY, SANTA MARIA, CA This charming 3-bedroom
2-bathroom home is located on a desirable counter lot., in the gated
community of Heritage Square. This single level - open floor plan offers
a beautiful kitchen with a large kitchen island that includes an eat at
bar. This home has a very sought-after split floor plan with the main
bedroom separate from the other 2 bedrooms. The amenities of this
gated community include 3 gated entrances, park access, and a Santa
Maria Style BBQ pit all within walking distance. (SH132) $569,990
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With leather interior.
14,985 miles for
$14,000.00 Please
call Bill Colton at,
(805) 929-2240
152047

SELL YOUR

VEHICLE

IN OUR
CLASSIFIEDS
Just $15/week
Submit one image and
25 words of description
The cutoff to list your ad
in Thursday’s paper
is Monday at 2pm

Email
ads@photoadslo.com
Or call (805) 546-8208
and ask for Drew

Business
Services

MARKETPLACE

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront
fees to enroll.
A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 1-888-231-4274. (CalSCAN)
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business purpose Real Estate loans.
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust
Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

LEGAL SERVICES
The difference in winning and losing an election is how campaign
dollars are spent. Get the best
ROI by using our deep relationships in every community in
California. Our on-the-ground
knowledge is indispensable to
campaigns that want results.
For more info on multi-market
ethnic and non-ethnic solutions
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

HOME SERVICES
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call
today for a FREE QUOTE from
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us take the
stress out of moving! Speak to
a Relocation Specialist, call 844857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE

Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal

(818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

Miscellaneous
DIRECTV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and entertainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best
rates from top companies!
Call Now! 1-888-989-4807.
(Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional cleanup & maintain the
value of your home! Set an
appt. today! Call 1-855-4017069 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission
kit! Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 1-855-667-0380
(Cal-SCAN)

Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-844-998-1460 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
(Cal-SCAN)
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author`s Guide 1-877538-9554 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)
DIRECTV Stream - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On All Your
Favorite Screens. CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12
months. Stream on 20 devices in your home at once. HBO
Max included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-855-404-2509 (CalSCAN)
Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom simplifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances
companies.
Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/
year! Call 1-844-410-9609!
(M-F 8am-8pm Central) (CalSCAN)
The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. Mark
Twain said, “Many a small
thing has been made large
by the right kind of advertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on
social media where you
already have an audience?
For more info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com
AT&T Internet. Starting at
$40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get More For Your
High-Speed Internet Thing.
Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions
apply. Call us today 1-855397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite
Needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports
& On Demand Titles. No
Annual Contract. No Commitment. CALL 1-855-4042509

Cannabis Dispensary!
SLO COUNTY’S PREMIUM

NEW PRICE DROP$!
FLOWER, VAPES, CONCENTRATES & EDIBLES

SHOP

THE BEST DEALS
IN THE AREA
JUST GOT EVEN
BETTER!

NOW!

Now accepting
CREDIT CARDS
in Grover Beach!
$100+ PURCHASE

15%
OFF

FIRST PURCHASE!
VETERANS & SENIORS

20% OFF

Scan the QR code to view
new June deals!

FREE DELIVERY
$50+ PURCHASE
CREDIT CARDS
$100+ PURCHASE

GROVER BEACH
998 Huston St.

MORRO BAY

495 Morro Bay Blvd.

(805)- 201-1498 | OPEN 7AM - 9PM

NHCDISPENSARIES.COM
GB: C10-0000388-LIC | MB: C10-0000797-LIC

The Central Coast Guide
to Everything Outside
First issue on stands now!
Pick up a copy or read online
at NewTimesSLO.com
The Summer edition will be published in July. Book your ad by June 16.

Contact us for more info! 805-347-1968 or advertising@SantaMariaSun.com
A New Times Media Group
Special Publication
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STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

What seems impossible today will
one day become your warm-up

Dr. Specht’s

Sun’s Best of Winner,
13 years!
1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678

Voted BEST ORTHODONTIST in
Northern Santa Barbara County
6 years in a row!

Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Visit us on Facebook
& Instagram

*Diamond
Plus Provider

Central Coast Orthodontics

1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, Santa Maria
(805) 347-4444

VISIT WVHEALTHCLUB.COM FOR DETAILS

EXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL

Mention this ad for
a Military discount

wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

reserve your space
today

805.347.1968

M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

deaseesboutique.com

115 W Clark Ave., Orcutt • 332-3152
115 W Ocean Ave., Lompoc • 430-8396
Shop Online or on FB & IG

p
o
Shocal
L
BBB of the Tri-Counties

Ventura, Santa Barbara and
San Luis Obispo Counties
BBB’s mission is to be the leader in advancing
marketplace trust. Since 1945, BBB of the
Tri-Counties has been fostering honest and
responsive relationships between businesses and
consumers – instilling consumer confidence and
advancing a trustworthy marketplace for all.
5350 Hollister Ave., Suite G
Santa Barbara
Email this BBB
info@santabarbara.bbb.org
M–Th 8am to 12:30
then 1:30 to 6:00pm
Fridays closed at Noon

Samantha Bakke
Your Santa Maria Valley
Wealth Advisor

805-963-8657
Follow us:

SAKE

SUSHI

4850 S Bradley Rd #D1 Orcutt,
Ca 93455 | 938-1965
www.backporchflowers.net

#1

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

Think you might
be pregnant?

A L L Y O U C A N E AT
SUSHI & BBQ

We’re here for you!

SUSHI 805
460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

Mon/Tue/Thurs 4pm - 10pm
Wed-Closed • Fri/Sat 12 - 10:30
Sun 12pm - 10pm

Sake

Sushi#2

KOREAN BBQ
& SUSHI

1325 N. “H” St. #C, Lompoc
(805)736-8899

Authentic
Brazilian
Churrasco
Open for Lunch & Dinner
Aly’s Grill from Brazil
205 E Hwy 246 #102,
Buellton

(805) 697-7944

www.AlysGrillFromBrazil.com

Shop Local reserve your space today

805.601.6014

155 E. Clark Ave. Ste 240, Orcutt

onecapital.com

WE OFFER FREE
& CONFIDENTIAL:
•
•
•
•

Pregnancy Tests
Adoption Referrals
Post-Abortion Support
Pregnancy, Parenting,
and Co-parenting
Information

Ask us about access to free baby items and maternity clothes.

200 S 13th St, Ste 105, Grover Beach

(805) 481-4987 Walk-ins welcome!

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

