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As Santa Barbara County addresses some mental 

health service issues, others remain underfunded [8]

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR
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T
he Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office changed the way 

it responded to mental health crisis calls starting in 2018. 

Rather than being arrested and booked in jail, individuals in 

need are connected with clinicians or hospitalized. But with 

chronic resource issues and a low number of beds for in-patient 

psychiatric health care, those who need acute care might not be 

able to get it once the initial hospital stay is over, increasing their 

chances of ending up in the emergency room again. Staff Writer 

Taylor O’Connor speaks with behavioral health officials and one 

family who’s dealt with the county’s system over the years [8].
 You can also read about the last city needed to move a 

centralized Santa Barbara County fire dispatch forward [4]; an 

illustrated ode to Hans Christian Andersen [20]; and hot cocoa 

bombs, soft pretzels, and more in Nipomo [23]. 

Camillia Lanham

editor
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ONE STEP: Santa Barbara County now 
responds to mental health crisis calls with 
a specially trained deputy and a behavioral 
health worker, but long-term care options 
are underfunded and in short supply.
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Centralized fire dispatch 
agreement awaits  
Lompoc’s approval 
 The Lompoc Fire Department is the last of 
several fire departments in the county to approach 
its City Council about a potential regional fire-
centric dispatch center, Lompoc Fire Chief Alicia 
Welch said. 
 “All the other cities are moving toward the 
regional center, and Lompoc is moving tonight 
to vote to get on the agreement also,” Welch said 
on Nov. 2. “We hadn’t had a fire chief in the seat 
for two years, we had an interim chief. … The 
city was waiting for me to get here to analyze the 
partnership, and we just happened to be last.”
 In 2019, the Santa Barbara County, Santa Barbara 
city, Santa Maria, Guadalupe, and Montecito fire 
departments approached their corresponding 
government officials about the center, she said. 
 If Lompoc City Council approves the five-year 
agreement during its Nov. 2 meeting (which took 
place after the Sun went to press), it will result in 
a more efficient and more affordable call process, 
according to Welch. The proposal will cost an 
estimated $332,000 per year—Lompoc’s current 
dispatch costs are about $515,000—and the Santa 
Barbara-based regional center will have a backup 
center in Santa Maria for power outages or technical 
failures, Welch said. 
 “It puts more fire dispatch folks on the floor 
than we currently have. There’s two in the city of 
Lompoc. In the regional center there will be four 
every shift, and the dispatchers will have fire-centric 
expertise,” she said. 
 Santa Barbara County currently has seven 
dispatch centers operated by city police 
departments and the Sheriff’s Office. A universal 
center will create a team of dispatchers focused on 
fire-related responses, Welch said. 
 “The different dispatching resources in the 
county aren’t using the same call-typing right 
now. If you call 911 and say, ‘My child is choking,’ 
each of the dispatch centers might process that call 
differently,” Welch explained. “One of us might 
send an engine and an ambulance, another might 
just send an ambulance alone, and that doesn’t lend 
for consistency. We want to get on the same page for 
typing those calls and what types of resources are 
needed.” 
 Currently, not all of the centers have the ability to 
give callers instructions until emergency resources 
can get to the scene, and the regional center will 
give its dispatchers the same skill set for giving pre-
arrival instructions, Welch said. 
 One dispatch center also removes the 
jurisdictional boundaries that currently exist, she 

pointed out. 
 “If we can centralize where fire-related EMS 
services are coming from, dispatchers can send the 
closest appropriate resource,” she said. “All of our 
fire departments have boundaries around us, but 
what we are trying to do with this regional dispatch 
center is have the closest fire station to the problem 
handle the problem whether it’s in the county or the 
city and get the best customer service we can.” 
 The program develops a mutual aid backup 
system; if one fire department is responding to a call 
in the city and another call occurs within the same 
area, one of the neighboring fire services can step in, 
Welch said. 
 “It gives us a more robust backup coverage that we 
don’t currently have in place right now,” she stated.
 “It’s a change; it’s different from what we’ve done 
in the past, but it’s a best practice in the law and EMS 
world,” Welch continued. “It’s good that the county 
of Santa Barbara and the agencies are looking to be 
more progressive and get on board with a regional 
approach that keeps us all in the same center to 
provide a better service for our customers.” 
 If the project moves forward, the regional 
dispatch center agreement will go before the Santa 
Barbara County Board of Supervisors on Nov. 16, 
and the project is set to start in 2024. 

—Taylor O’Connor

Solvang City Council seeks  
to revise regulations on 
backyard sheds
 Applause broke out during the Oct. 25 Solvang 
City Council meeting after the city decided it 
wanted to change its rules governing backyard 
sheds.
 Many of the meeting’s attendees were residents 
of Solvang’s Skytt Mesa neighborhood. In July, 
a homeowner in the neighborhood came under 
fire for constructing a shed in their backyard that 
violated the city’s setback rules. In an attempt to 
defend their shed, the homeowner wrote a letter 
to the city listing 20 additional homes in the 
neighborhood with sheds that violated similar rules.
 Although no formal complaints were filed 
against these 20 homeowners, they, too, became 
subject to code enforcement thanks to the letter. 
 Acting as a spokesperson for the individuals 
involved, Skytt Mesa resident Chris Horn proposed 
that revisions be made to Solvang’s municipal code, 
while claiming that current regulations on backyard 
sheds have already been violated by hundreds of 
homeowners throughout Solvang.
 Horn spoke during the Oct. 25 meeting, saying 
that punishing the 20 homeowners named in the 

letter would be arbitrary and unfair, and that the 
writer’s intention was never to cause trouble for 
these individuals.
 “The defending neighbor actually stated in their 
letter that they did not want to file a complaint 
against their neighbors,” Horn said during the 
meeting. “Their intent was to justify keeping 
their very large shed, not to make the rest of their 
neighbors lose their sheds.”
 Horn said that City Council should take 
steps to ensure that the municipal code is more 
accommodating to not only residents in the Skytt 
Mesa neighborhood, but all residents in Solvang 
with garden sheds in their backyards.
 “With some minor adjustments to the code or 
your interpretation of it, we’re confident we can 
allow Solvang residents to have small garden sheds 
in sensible locations while avoiding aesthetic and 
public safety issues,” Horn said. “In this case, the 
current municipal code and processes that you’ve 
inherited isn’t serving us well as Solvang residents.”
 After Horn’s presentation, City Council 
members moved the issue forward by voting to ask 
the Planning Commission to recommend possible 
revisions to the city’s municipal code. 
 “I want the city to do what it takes to make this 
go away,” Councilmember Robert Clarke said, 
which prompted cheers from some attendees at the 
meeting. “At the most minimal effort and cost, I 
want us to assist this group to make this go away.”
 One concern raised, however, was whether or not 
any revisions would retroactively save the original 
21 homeowners from scrutiny. City Attorney Dave 
Fleishman said that would be determined on a case-
by-case basis, depending on the details of the new 
regulations. 

—Caleb Wiseblood

School outbreaks cause 
increase in county  
COVID-19 cases  
 As the Santa Barbara County Department of 
Public Health deals with a number of COVID-19 
outbreaks from the last week in October, it’s 
preparing for an increase in positive cases as fall 
activities come to a close, Public Health Officer Dr. 
Henning Ansorg said.
 “There was a significant amount of outbreaks in 
schools, we didn’t have to close down any schools 
completely—only quarantining those in close 
contact, which is a good thing,” Ansorg said. 
 According to Oct. 22 data, there were 11 active 
school outbreaks in the county—with nine of 
the 11 in North County. The smallest outbreak 

• U.S. Reps. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) and 
Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) introduced the Childcare 
Expansion for Military Families Act to improve 
and increase child care services for military families, 
according Carbajal’s office. “Being a parent is a 
hard job, and that is especially true for our service 
members,” Carbajal said in the statement. “As a 
parent and veteran, I am so proud to sponsor this bill 
and work to make sure military families have access 
to child care and mental health services.” During his 
Oct. 16 visit to Vandenberg Space Force Base, Carbajal 
asked about limitations in access to child care on the 
base and learned that additional resources would help 
expand capacity. According to Zero to Three, many 
on-base child care centers in the U.S. have significant 
waitlists, and in some cases, infants may not get a spot 
until they are 2 years old. “Child care shortages are a 
major problem across the country, and it hits military 
families particularly hard when parents must work long, 
irregular hours, or are frequently deployed,” Zero to 
Three Chief Policy Officer Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor said 
in the statement. This act would provide $15 million 
in additional Department of Defense funding over two 
years for bases like Vandenberg to build on existing child 
care centers and ensure military children have access 
to mental health resources. “The bottom line is that our 
current lack of high-quality, developmentally appropriate 
child care options for military families impacts mission 
readiness, and this bill addresses these concerns 
directly,” Jones-Taylor continued in the statement. 

• During a recent Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee hearing, titled Social Media Platforms 
and the Amplification of Domestic Extremism and Other 
Harmful Content, U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) 
highlighted the need for stronger personal data 
privacy protections and the importance of fighting 
online disinformation, the senator said in an Oct. 28 
statement. “Now, strong privacy protections may 
help address some of the unhealthy dynamics that we 
see online,” Padilla said. “We’ve been talking about a 
national privacy law for a long, long time. And I think it’s 
time Congress finally gets it done.” Padilla questioned 
witnesses from the Digital Innovation and Democracy 
Initiative, the German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, the Center for Technology, and the Stanford 
Cyber Policy Center on several issues, which included 
how strong privacy protections could reduce the spread 
of disinformation, how social media platforms are failing 
to address Spanish language disinformation circulating 
on their sites, and how the collapse of local news outlets 
is negatively impacting how consumers engage with 
online content.

• On Oct. 29, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced that 
California Homeless Coordinating and Financing 
Council (HCFC) released the application for $50 million 
in funding for the new encampment resolution grant 
program. “The situation with encampments in California 
is unacceptable,” Newsom said in a statement. “These 
new funds are another step toward providing dignified 
housing options for people exiting homelessness.” The 
funds will be available on a competitive basis to local 
governments working to provide pathways to permanent 
housing for individuals experiencing homelessness. 
The program’s designed to fund projects across the 
state that prioritize the most unsafe or persistent 
camps, provide services, and support sustainable 
restoration of public spaces. The grant is a part of 
Newsom’s $12 billion homeless package—with $2 
billion in flexible funds directed to local governments 
and a $5.8 billion expansion to the Homekey program. 
This year’s investments to address homelessness will 
provide housing and treatment for more than 44,000 
individuals, according to the governor’s office. m

Political Watch
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NEWS continued page 6
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EFFICIENCY: The new dispatch center comes with automated vehicle locators, which will help dispatchers see where trucks are located to send the right resource to the right call in the right time frame, 
Lompoc Fire Chief Alicia Welch said.
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reduce • reuse

recycle
help close the loop

n There is no limit to the amount of times 
an aluminum can can be recycled!

n If all newspaper was recycled, we could 
save about 250,000,000 trees a year!

n Americans use 
2,500,000 plastic 
bottles every  
hour! Most of  
them are  
thrown away!

n A modern glass bottle would take 
4,000 years or more to decompose . . . 
even longer if it is in a landfill!
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included seven students and one staff member. The 
largest outbreak was at Santa Maria High School, 
infecting 55 students and five staff members, 
Ansorg said. 
 The Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
District did not respond to a request for comment 
before the Sun went to press.
 “They all had homecoming with big parties and 
lots going on this time of year in high schools. It’s 
understandable; however, high school kids have 
been eligible for the vaccine,” he said. 
 The Public Health Department has teams 
dedicated to working with the schools through 
liaisons partnered with school nurses and holds 
weekly meetings where students and faculty can ask 
questions regarding vaccinations and get tested for 
COVID-19, Ansorg said. He encourages continued 
testing in bigger settings like schools. The quicker 
positive cases are identified and isolated, the less 
likely they are to infect others, Ansorg said. 
 “Our case rates aren’t going down anymore; 
they were going down until last week [Oct. 25 to 
29],” he said. 
 The Public Health Department follows a tier 
system, with yellow being the lowest case rates 
and purple being the highest case rates. Santa 
Barbara County entered the purple tier due to the 
outbreaks with 415 new cases from Oct. 22 to 28.
 “Whenever you have a moderate-sized outbreak 
like 55 cases in a school—and they all happen 
within a few days—that will 
raise the numbers,” he said. “It’s 
just seasonal [too] with more 
social activities, homecoming, 
Halloween, much more 
weddings, and more travel.”
 Ansorg and his team are 

anticipating another increase with Thanksgiving 
and the holiday season approaching with cooler 
temperatures, more indoor activities, and more 
family get-togethers, he said. 
 “The holiday season caused a spike last year. 
We are watching the numbers daily and looking 
for early signs of a surge,” he said. “It’s just 
unfortunate, we don’t want to work up anybody.”
 About 40 percent of the county population 
remains unvaccinated, and 40 people were in 
the hospital and 13 in the ICU as of Oct. 29—a 
substantial number of people, Asnorg said. He’s 
concerned about the people who procrastinate 
getting vaccinated or don’t want to get vaccinated, 
because, he said, they have a higher chance of 
getting seriously ill. 
 “We still have a really significant to high 
transmission rate in the community, which means 
taking precautions is important. Fewer cases 
means lower chances to catch the virus. If you have 
ongoing virus transmission to a significant level, it 
keeps spreading,” Ansorg said. 
 Ansorg recommends continuing to wear indoor 
face coverings and avoiding indoor crowds. Those 
precautions combined with the vaccination have 
the best impact on reducing cases, he said. 
 “It’s my job and responsibility to make sure that 
people can stay as healthy and well as possible. I 
don’t have the luxury to just look at one patient and 
consider their particular situation, I have 450,000 
patients—the higher the rate of vaccinated people, 

the better the 450,000 people 
are doing,” he said. 
 Visit Public Health’s website 
to view COVID-19 data as well 
as find vaccine appointments 
and testing facilities. m

—Taylor O’Connor
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 What’s Your Take? We know you’ve got an opinion.  
Everybody’s got one!

Enter your choice online at:  

SantaMariaSun.com
This week’s  
online poll
11/4 – 11/11

What do you think needs to be done to address the shortage of resources for 
responding to mental health crises? 
m  The federal government needs to be involved and provide more funding. 
m  It’s up to the states; California needs to provide more dollars toward mental 

health response. 
m  We need nonprofit organizations to step up and provide more services. 
m Nothing needs to be done—we’re fine just as is.
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Cannabis odors 
got you down?

Cannabis odors now permeate 
much of the Santa Ynez Valley, 
affecting schools, parks, local 

businesses and neighborhoods 
just like yours. 

It’s time to put a stop to cannabis 
odors in our community. 

File an odor complaint today  
and let our County know we  

want to stop the smell.

File your complaint:
www.sbcountycoalition.com/file

David Ikola, M.D. Shane Rostermundt, D.O. Joseph Nunez, M.D. Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

Geronna Leonards, N.P.Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P. Jessica Prather, C.N.P.

8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8
www.pmgsm.com1430 E. Main St. 

Santa Maria, CA

Pediatric Medical Group wants to ensure all 
newborns, infants, children and adolescents  

are up-to-date on their comprehensive well-child 
care, inclusive of appropriate screenings, 
complete physical exam, laboratory exams, 

fluoride varnish and vaccines. 

Pediatric Medical Group is scheduling well exam visits for 
children of all ages. Strict safety precautions have been put 
in place to ensure the safety of patients and their parents.

• We provide rapid COVID-19 tests (15 Min results) Flu tests, and Flu vaccines.
• All individuals entering the building are pre-screened and temperature is taken.

• Face masks are required to be worn
• Only well-patient visits are seen inside the building

• All sick visits are seen either outside in a tent or via telehealth
• Strict sanitation practices are in place including  

disinfecting exam rooms after each visit.

Call to schedule your child’s well exam today.

Monday – Friday 

 Pfizer 
Covid Vaccine
Now Available 
for Children 12 

and Over
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(805) 878-0807

Can I crash on your 
couch for awhile?
Ask us about our Foster Program

Penny is an 8-month-old shepherd mix puppy 
with megaesophagus, which means she needs to eat 
her meals in an upright position; but otherwise, she 
is an active and playful pup, and a lot of fun. Penny is 
adorably sweet and very intelligent, and learns new 
things very quickly.

The veterinary specialists needed to diagnose Penny 
came to an extremely 
high cost, and we sure 
could use some help!

Donations for 
her care would 
be gratefully 
welcomed.
Donations can be 
mailed to our PO 
Box, or thru PayPal 
on our website.

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457 
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

centralcoastspca.org
(805) 937-1766

Penny

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm

AD PROVIDED BY

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, 
vaccinated and microchipped.

(805) 878-0807

Monkey
Age: 6 years

Breed: Domestic 
Shorthair

Sex: Female
Weight: 10 lbs.

Benji
Age: 12 years
Breed: Rat 
Terrier
Sex: Male
Weight: 17 lbs.
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BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR

Leonard Marcus came home to his son lying in a 
pool of his own vomit about 13 years ago. 
“He abused substances because of his mental 

illness. He was 15 or 16 at the time—still quite 
young—and it was a real shocker to see how drunk 
he was. I knew he was drinking, but I had no 
idea to [what] extent he was drinking,” the Santa 
Barbara County resident recalled. 
 That was the first time Marcus called 911 to get 
help for his son’s mental illness, and the response 
“got ugly,” he said. 
 “My son was incoherent, and the sheriff’s 
[deputies] were aggressive about it. My son did not 
want to go to the hospital,” Marcus said. “They 
were saying things to him like, ‘We’re going to take 
you to jail,’ and, ‘You need to shut up,’ and he was 
screaming at the top of his lungs.” 
 Since then, Marcus said the family has seen 
improvement in responses to their crisis calls 
as deputies received Crisis Intervention Team 
(CIT) training through a collaboration between 
the Department of Behavioral Wellness and the 
Sheriff’s Office. CIT training helps ensure people 
in mental health crises get diverted from the 
criminal justice system to treatment facilities, but 
advocates say inadequate funding continues to 
cause a shortage in mental health services. 
 In 2018, the two departments launched 
the co-response team—a program deploying 
intervention-trained deputies with a behavioral 
wellness clinician—with two based in South 
County and one in North County, said Dr. 
Cherylynn Lee, behavioral sciences manager and 
co-response team founder.
 “We started going to different meetings and 
understanding the lack of connection between 
Behavioral Health and law enforcement being part 
of the problem,” Lee said. “We got creative with 
one deputy and one case worker who saw the value 
of thinking outside the box.” 
 The program gets mental health providers on 
the scene right away, Lee said during an Oct. 19 
presentation to the Santa Barbara County Board 
of Supervisors.
 “Typically, a call from 911 would have 
dispatched deputies to the scene; once they gather 
enough information, they call the mobile crisis 
team, and then they look up information about the 
patient,” Lee said during the meeting. “All of these 
processes take time. It can add an hour or an hour 
and a half to the call.”
 By pairing the two together, a mental health 
clinician gets to the scene right away and quickly 
addresses the situation. Co-response spends about 
one-third of the time that patrol does—about 43 
minutes compared to 126 minutes—Lee said in 
her presentation. 
 “Time delay can cause escalation, and our 
data is showing us after any response encounter, 
persons trend less jail days after the incident and 
more time in treatment,” Lee said. 
 In 2020, the Sheriff’s Office received about 
3,000 mental health crisis calls, and a co-response 
team showed up to about 1,600 of those. Only 11 
people went to jail and the rest found safety plans, 
clinicians, or hospitalization, Lee stated. In July 
2021 alone, the department had 365 documented 
crisis calls, the largest number they’ve had in a 
single month. 
 “It tells us that our community is hurting 
in a way that can be considered unique. We as 
caretakers need to listen to those unique needs, 
which in this case is mental health help,” Lee said. 

Barriers to care
 Mental health services challenge the 
county—and the nation—due to a lack 
of funding, resources, and mental health 
service providers as well as a complex 
service navigation system, said county 
National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) President George Kaufmann. 
 “Part of it goes way back to history in 
the early 1980s with a movement to close 
mental hospitals across the country. It 
was a good thing because people were 
incarcerated and did not have human 
rights,” Kaufmann said. “The idea 
was that as hospitals closed, there was 
supposed to be a shift in funding to 
community resources from the funding 
used at the hospitals. The hospitals shut 
down, and the funds did not go to the 
community.” 
 In 1981, the Reagan administration 
repealed a community mental health initiative 
spearheaded by President Jimmy Carter, 
blocking grants for states and ending the federal 
government’s role in providing mental health-
related services, according to Mother Jones.
 NAMI’s top advocacy priorities, Kaufmann said, 
are crisis services and in-patient care expansion. 
He added that Lee’s co-response team and crisis 
intervention training are major benefits to county 
services. 
 “This is evidence-based practice and the best 
way to handle mental health crises. … The deputies 
are specifically trained in how to de-escalate mental 
health crises,” Kaufmann said. “Our relatives aren’t 
going to jail; they’re referred to treatment, which is 
huge.” 
 However, the county and state are experiencing 
chronic resourcing problems—like the low number 
of psychiatric health facility (PHF) beds for in-
patient care—due to budget cuts. When there’s a 
5150—a call for a 72-hour involuntary psychiatric 
commitment—referred during a mental health 
related response, the individual goes to a general 
hospital to get medically cleared. In Santa Barbara 
County, that would be at Marian Regional Medical 
Center or Cottage Hospital. 
 After 72 hours the hospital is required to release 
the patient if they can’t be redirected to an in-
patient, locked facility.
 “The problem is we are among the worst counties 
in terms of the number of beds available per unit,” 
Kaufmann said. 
 There’s one facility with 16 PHF beds, he said, 
adding that with a population of 440,000 people, it 
works out to three or four beds per 100,000 people. 
 “What’s happening is people are walking 
away without any plan or forced to be discharged 
with a safety plan. If people weren’t getting help 
before, they aren’t going to seek it when they are 
discharged,” Kaufmann added. 
 David Ketelaar, an emergency room physician 
at Marian, is working on improving treatment for 
people experiencing acute mental health crises, 
such as suicidal thoughts or thinking about hurting 
themselves or others. 
 “We are in the process of opening a crisis 
stabilization unit that’ll be separate from the 
emergency room. It’s a place 
to treat persons with an acute 
mental health crisis in a 
collaborative, open setting,” he 
said. 
 Until that happens, the 
shortage of acute in-patient beds is 

a growing problem for the hospital as mental health 
conditions become more prevalent, Ketelaar said. 
 When the 72-hour period ends, it’s easy for 
the patient to reenter the community and be in a 
“vicious cycle” of returning to the emergency room, 
he said. 
 “What frustrates us is the lack of outpatient 
care and barriers that come up,” Ketelaar said. “It’s 
difficult as emergency room physicians that we 
cannot do the follow-up.” 
 He added, though, that the co-response team 
checks in on previous patients as part of a proactive 
engagement element to the program, which helps 
the hospitals. 
 “The situations in the hospital are much less 
severe because of [their] work in the field, which is 
so much better for the patient,” he said. 

‘A totally different response’
 Santa Barbara County resident Marcus said he 
remembers calling 911 and being able to ask for a 
CIT co-response team to respond to his son. 
 “He was hearing voices, beating holes in the 
walls, broke a hole in the door, and talked about 
suicide. I called 911, and it was a totally different 
response,” Marcus said. 
 The officers who arrived on the scene diffused 
the situation and took his son to the hospital. 
 “This training is really crucial for helping the 
police, and it’s actually helping people,” Marcus 
said. “The bottom line is the CIT and co-response 
teams make a huge difference. I think it’s money 
well spent and saves the county money by keeping 
people out of jail.”
 His son’s treatment remains challenging; he 
went under a 5150 for seven days, and he saw three 
different psychiatrists over three different days. 
Other times, he’s seen doctors he hasn’t liked and 
a registered nurse working with a psychiatrist due 
to staff shortages. The family is still looking for 
answers on the mental health issues their son faces. 
 “At the PHF, [they said] he had major depressive 
disorder, but we think my son suffers from 
borderline personality disorder or schizophrenia, 
but we don’t know,” he said. “It’s a sad situation; the 
stress is watching his life go by while he sits in his 

room and is miserable. … I just 
want my kid to be happy, he’s a 
really sharp young man.” m

Reach Staff Writer Taylor 
O’Connor at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

TRAINING: All deputies go through an eight-hour Crisis Intervention Team 
training, which they may continue through a 24- or 40-hour training session. 
Trainings are open to all police departments in the county.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CO-RESPONSE TEAM

Act now!
Send any news 
or story tips to 
news@santamariasun.com.
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The right direction
As Santa Barbara County improves response to mental 
health crisis calls, resource issues still plague system
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DEATH NOTICES
ACOSTA, MICHAEL DEAN, 70, of Santa 
Maria passed away 10/23/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

ADAMS, ANTONIA “TONI,” of Lompoc 
passed away 10/18/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

ASHFORD, DAMON JOE, 70, of Los Osos 
passed away 10/16/2021 arrangements with 
Los Osos Valley Mortuary

AZZOUZ, HAZIM BASHIR, 91, of San Luis 
Obispo passed away 10/26/2021 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary

BAKER, RONNIE “POPS,” 53, of Santa 
Maria passed away 10/21/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

BELL, BETSY SUE, 60, of Santa Maria 
passed away 10/5/2021 arrangements with 
Reis Family Mortuary

BOGNER, NONA AVONNE, 82, of Los Osos 
passed away 10/24/2021 arrangements with 
Los Osos Valley Mortuary

BONDURANT, BABETTE, 89, of Cayucos 
passed away 10/28/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

BOSSU, DARLENE LENORE, 67, of Nipomo 
passed away 10/24/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

BRITTON, MARILYN, 82, of Paso Robles 
passed away 10/8/2021 arrangements with 
Reis Family Mortuary

CASTILLO, ROSIE MUNOZ, 87, of Lompoc 
passed away 10/17/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

DAVIS, MAXINE L., 90, of Los Alamos passed 
away 10/27/2021 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

DE SANTANA, ROSENDA ECHEVERRIA, 
67, of Oceano passed away 10/22/2021 arrange-
ments with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral 
Chapel

DOHERTY, MARION JANE, 60, of San Luis 
Obispo passed away 10/26/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

FINCHAMP, SHARON, 79, of Cambria 
passed away 10/27/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

FINK, DANIEL CARL, 72, of Arroyo Grande 
passed away 10/28/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

FOSTER, IVONE, 86, of Oceano passed away 
10/28/2021 arrangements with Marshall-Spoo 
Sunset Funeral Chapel

GIEBLER, ROBERT, 70, of Atascadero 
passed away 10/22/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

GORDON, LAURA, 84, of Oceano passed 
away 10/24/2021 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

HULET, ELIZABETH MAE, 84, of Nipomo 
passed away 10/23/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

LEININGER, GEORGE WILLIAM JR., 
73, of Lompoc passed away 10/16/2021 
arrangements with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

LISCHKA RAYMOND J., 90, of Lompoc 
passed away 10/29/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

LITTLEWOOD, PATRICIA MALIA, 51, of 
Atascadero passed away 10/23/2021 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

MALMAN, RICHARD “DICK,” 91, of Santa 
Maria passed away 10/23/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory 
& Memory Gardens

O DELL, KIMBERLY, 65, of Los Osos 
passed away 10/17/2021 arrangements with 
Los Osos Valley Mortuary

PENA, ANGELLENA AMELIA, 85, of 
Arroyo Grande passed away 10/25/2021 
arrangements with Marshall-Spoo Sunset 
Funeral Chapel

ROEDER, THOMAS, 61, of Santa Maria 
passed away 10/26/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

SANCHEZ, ANTONIO TEJEDA, 57, of 
Atascadero passed away 10/28/2021 arrange-
ments with Chapel of the Roses

STETTLER, CANDACE KAY, 62, of Grover 
Beach passed away 10/19/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall -Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

SWAFFORD, LARRY GENE, 70, of Los 
Osos passed away 10/25/2021 arrangements 
with Los Osos Valley Mortuary

SWORD, SUE J., 96, of Santa Maria passed 
away 10/17/2021 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

TOBIN, JULISSA C., 47, of Santa Maria 
passed away 10/20/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

VIAU, ANNA, 88, of Atascadero passed away 
10/28/2021 arrangements with Chapel of the 
Roses

VIGIL, MARK STEVEN, 70, of Grover 
Beach passed away 10/22/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

WILSON, MARK ANTHONY, 66, of Lompoc 
passed away 10/20/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

Want to memorialize  
a loved one?

We’re here to help. Our obituary 
and in memoriam services 

are affordable, accessible, and 
handled with personal care.

Share your loved one’s story  
with the local community in  

your local newspaper.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Mark your family’s memories
Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121 
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

BY TAYLOR O’CONNOR 

What started as a way for his son to get Boy 
Scout credits became a passion for Chad 
Hinkle. 

 The president of Santa Maria Valley Open 
Space—a grassroots organization dedicated 
to establishing public trails in a natural setting 
for hikers, bikers, and recreaters, and works to 
maintain trails through cleanups and advocacy—
was Hinkle’s son’s scoutmaster.
 “Since 2013, I’ve been involved with open 
space; they’d just formed when my son was in Boy 
Scouts,” Hinkle said. “Boy Scouts need projects, 
and they have work.” 
 Hinkle realized he uses the Santa Maria trails 
as much as anyone and began working with the 
organization. Now, he’s a Santa Maria Valley Open 
Space board member in charge of forming and 
overseeing fundraisers like the Nov. 6 Orcutt Trails 
running event. 
 “We want to expose more people to having a 
good time locally. We don’t need to drive to San 
Luis Obispo or Santa Barbara for hiking, we have 
spots right in town,” Hinkle said.
 As land in Hinkle’s hometown of Orcutt gets 
developed into housing, he noticed people going 
to Santa Maria City Council and Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors meetings to raise 
concerns about trail loss—but the development 
projects were already in motion, he said. 
 “It’s a long and painfully slow game, but the 
stuff people are complaining about today went in 
as a plan six or eight years ago,” he said. 
 Santa Maria Valley Open Space works with 
landowners and developers to ensure the 
availability public natural spaces. The run’s funds 
will go toward trail development, maintenance, 
and continued advocacy efforts, he said. There’s 
no fundraising goal; rather, Hinkle wants to show 
people local trails. 
 “By raising awareness of more open space, it 
gives people a sense of ownership and enjoyment. 
They can make a connection with the land and 
advocate for it,” he said. “Many hands make light 
work, and the more people we have looking out for 
trails, the easier it will be.
 “We get to promote Los Flores 
Ranch Park, a park a lot of people 
don’t know exists. It’s a giant 
park where people can run 13 
miles of unrepeated trails five 
minutes from Santa Maria, and 
it’s a city park,” he continued. 

This is the fourth running 
event that Santa Maria 
Valley Open Space has 
hosted, and the city parks 
department has been very 
helpful with logistics and 
setup, he said.

“They have an interest 
in making their space more 

known to get more people out there,” he said. 
 The park opens its gates at 6:30 a.m., and all 
races start at 8 a.m. Runners can sign up for a 5K, 
a 10K, or a 21K online. Those who don’t enjoy 
running can sign up for a 0K option to come in as a 
spectator and be a part of the atmosphere, he said. 
 “From start to finish, you can see the whole 
course; this will be a little more friendly for the 
spectators, and the radio operations [volunteers] 
helping with communications,” Hinkle said. 
 Hinkle encourages people to pre-register online 
rather than paying on run day because they’re 
only taking cash at the event, and it’ll be more 
expensive. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, runners 
need to bring their own water cups, and volunteers 
will hand out snacks and use water dispensers to 
limit contact.
 “The weather is the only thing I’m worried 
about. I hope we have a nice day; I’ve run in the 
rain for some races, but I need to talk to the park 
people. I would do a race in the rain and make 
it a muddy Sufferfest, but it’ll be up to the park,” 
Hinkle said. “I know they’ll close the trails because 
they don’t want to damage the surfaces by having 
people run in the mud.” 
 To join the run, sign up online at active.
com. Signup costs range between $25 and $45 
depending on the race. Contact Santa Maria 
Valley Open Space at (805) 598-2846 for more 
information. 

Highlight 
 The Santa Maria Public Library and the Santa 
Maria Branch of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) is hosting a free 
presentation to celebrate Indigenous Heritage 
Month on Nov. 6 from 2 to 4 p.m. The program 
features two guest speakers, Dr. Niki Sandoval 
who will discuss “amuyich,” or the spirit of 
generosity; and Linda Ana Ramirez with a 
discussion of connecting indigenous heritage 
through art. Sandoval is a member of the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and Ramirez is 
a Santa Maria born and raised fiber artist. The 
library is located at 421 South McClelland St.; call 

(805) 925-0994, Ext. 8562, for 
more information. m

Taylor O’Connor wrote this 
week’s Spotlight. You can 
reach her at toconnor@
santamariasun.com.

SPOTLIGHTN E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF SANTA MARIA VALLEY OPEN SPACE 

ORCUTT RUN: The Santa Maria Valley Open Space run begins at The Patch of Los Flores Ranch Park. All courses are on dirt trails, 
gravel roads, and some paved ranch roads.

Promote!
Send business and 
nonprofit information to 
spotlight@santamariasun.com.
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Running for trails
The Santa Maria Valley Open Space hosts  
Los Flores Ranch Park run for preservation
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BY RON FINK

When politicians get together to hatch their 
latest and greatest contributions to society, 
they sometimes make some unforced errors. 

Lately local, state, and federal elected officials have 
made some whoppers.
 In our county, the political class, who 
are strongly influenced by their well-heeled 
contributors, has always sought to lead the nation 
in environmental extremism. Their misguided 
governance has led to an almost total exclusion of 
any new and some old oil extraction facilities. This 
is a costly and untenable mistake.
 These actions have led to a well-documented 
significant reduction in general fund tax revenue 
and an increase in at-the-pump gasoline cost, and 
their influence at the federal level has now led to a 
shortage of petroleum nationwide. These shortages 
are predicted to impact users of natural gas during 
the winter months, and you may have noticed 
that your heating/cooking gas bill has increased 
dramatically during the last couple of months.
 On a national level, the current administration 
launched an all-out attack on the oil industry 
from the first day in office; the result is that now 
President Joe Biden is begging the industry to 
“help with the problem”—a problem that the 
administration created itself by canceling pipeline 
contracts and oil exploration permits.
 The same folks who oppose oil aren’t shy about 
consuming it; I have often said that they should 
try practicing what they preach and do without 
any product that uses a petroleum derivative in its 
production. They wouldn’t last more than a couple 
of hours before they discovered the folly of their 
extreme opposition to oil extraction.
 Why? Well, petroleum is used to produce 
almost anything we use in our daily lives, 
including cellphones, microwaves, electric cooking 

equipment, clothing, and so on. Even the electric 
cars these folks want us to use require the extensive 
use of petroleum in their production.
 Another issue is the current “interruption 
of the supply chain”; what is it and why did it 
get interrupted in the first place? The current 
administration in Washington has been trying to 
blame it on COVID-19, but was it the disease, or 
was it just poorly thought-out political decisions 
and port management that were the culprit?
 In Lompoc we rely on surface transportation for 
everything we use, so this is a very important topic.

 The supply chain begins when the raw materials 
needed to produce a product are mined or grown, 
then they are processed, and finally those products 
move from the point of manufacture to their end 
use. Several decades ago, great political minds 
thought it was a good idea 
to stop producing things in 
the United States and move 
production overseas so 
consumers could save money. 
The immediate impact was 
the loss of tens of thousands 

of manufacturing jobs and the deterioration of 
hundreds of towns as those plants closed.
 Now we have become reliant on foreign nations, 
some of whom would be happy to see our country 
collapse, to produce almost everything we use. 
And, now instead of manufacturing jobs, we are 
rapidly becoming a nation of service industry jobs 
to market foreign goods. Next time read the label 
on almost anything you buy to see where it was 
made.
 Today the nation is experiencing gridlock at the 
ports of entry; the Biden administration’s solution 
was to “allow” the ports to operate 24/7, but will 
this help? Of course, the current political solution 
to port gridlock won’t work unless the containers 
can be moved by truckers and/or they can find 
sufficient trained workers to operate the ports and 
move containers from ship to shore.
 In California the body politic shut down 
independent contractors (gig workers) when Gov. 

Gavin Newsom signed 
Assembly Bill 5 into 
law. AB 5 required 
companies to reclassify 
contract workers as 
employees; many 
private contractors 
included truck drivers 
who moved shipping 
containers from 
the ports to their 
destination. These 
folks preferred to 
remain independently 
employed, so they 

simply left California to work in other states.
 Another factor was that port managers allowed a 
very large accumulation of empty containers to be 
stored on port property designated for temporary 
storage of full shipping containers awaiting 

shipment. The result—they have 
no space for all those containers 
waiting to be offloaded.
 On Oct. 19, Gov. Newsom 
issued an executive order to help 
clear a backlog of 64 container 
ships at the Ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach; the result—on 

Oct. 29 there were more than 150 ships waiting for a 
berth and the number is growing every day.
 Why is this important? Well the governor’s 
office reported those two ports move roughly 35 
percent of all containers in the United States and 
approximately 40 percent of U.S. imports and 25 
percent of exports.
 Many of you who vote for politicians who 
promote ideas like these work at jobs that either 
need the parts or the products in those containers. 
You won’t be getting as many of them this year. 
You will also be paying more on your gasoline and 
natural gas heating bills; they are going up and 
will stay up if politicians keep pushing to cease 
production of petroleum products.
 A wise person once said, “All politics are local,” 
and another, “It’s the economy, stupid.” As you look 
at your wallet or see your checking account fade 
away over the next few months think about the 
choices you made last November and in the latest 
recall election. We can’t predict with any reliability 
how things would have turned out, but we can see 
what happened because of those choices.
 The government and the politicians who run 
it are very proficient at making unforced errors. 
We see the result of political groupthink that fails 
to consider the real-life consequences of their 
decisions every year. Lately we are experiencing the 
result of a series of catastrophic decisions that have 
adversely impacted our daily lives.
 A change in strategic thinking is long overdue. m

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc.  
Send a response via the editor at clanham@
santamariasun.com.

C A N A R Y  1 1  

COMMENTARY

What do you think needs to be done 
to help the trucking shortage?
66% There need to be better policies in  
  place to support the supply chain  
  and trucking industry.
20% Gov. Gavin Newsom and the Biden  
  administration had a good response.
7%  COVID’s the reason behind the shortage;  
  we just need to wait and it’ll clear up on  
  its own.
7%  As long as the shelves are stocked,  
  I don’t care.

15 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll Change is long overdue
We’ve seen too many unintended consequences of politics; 
a change in strategic thinking is needed now

Speak up!
Send us your  
views and opinion to  
letters@santamariasun.com.
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We see the result of political groupthink 
that fails to consider the real-life 
consequences of their decisions every 
year. Lately we are experiencing the result 
of a series of catastrophic decisions that 
have adversely impacted our daily lives.
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An outsized debate in Solvang prompted one 
City Council member to ask city staff to just 
make it stop. 

 “At the most minimal effort and cost, I want 
us to assist this group to make this go away,” City 
Councilmember Robert Clarke said during 
the Oct. 25 Solvang City Council meeting.
 Here, here, Clarke! This is the same 
council member who told shed-
complaining residents earlier this year to 
deal with their complaints by forming a 
homeowners association because the city 
isn’t a referee. 
 Umm, I think by default, the 
city is actually a referee, but that’s a 
conversation for another column.  
 Of all the things to take up City 
Council time with, this is the most 
ridiculous! Downtown Solvang’s Danish 
architectural compliance issues are a close second—
considering the rules basically brought down almost 
a whole City Council, caused a giant fight over 
marketing and branding, and sparked heated debate 
among city “elders” about what an architectural 
compliance committee should look like. All 
because city’s downtown has to look like it’s a small 
European town! So quaint! 
 But I digress.
 A July complaint from a Skytt Mesa 
neighborhood resident about her neighbor’s shed 
being too close to her bedroom window caused a 
backyard full of trouble for 20 more of the area’s 
residents—whose sheds also violated the city’s 
municipal code. 
 And may I just say one thing? Only in Solvang. 
 OK, I’m actually going to say way more than just 
one thing, obviously!

  In July, when this shed-violating-setback-rules 
crowded the view from one lady’s window, she 
complained to the city about her neighbor, who 
then tattled on 20 of their neighbors for also having 
large sheds that didn’t follow city regulations—but 
only as justification for their own shed. Are you 
following? And then, the whole neighborhood 
was all of sudden being investigated by code 
enforcement for their shed violations. 
 “Their intent was to justify keeping their very 

large shed, not to make the rest of the neighbors 
lose their sheds,” Skytt Mesa resident Chris 

Horn said at the Oct. 25 meeting. 
   Solvang, Horn said, needed to adjust its 

rules because hundreds of homeowners 
across town weren’t abiding by them. 
And what’s a rule, really, if no one 
follows it and no one enforces it? A 

moot point.
 “With some minor adjustments to 

the code or your interpretation of it, we’re 
confident we can allow Solvang residents to 

have small garden sheds in sensible locations while 
avoiding aesthetic and public safety issues,” Horn 
told the council.
 I don’t even know how the city would referee 
what a “sensible location” entails, because it seems 
pretty arbitrary. And can we define “garden shed” 
for the purposes of this debate? Does it need to look 
like a Danish shed? And how “small” is small, you 
know? And what exactly is the public safety issue 
when it comes to backyard sheds? 
 I’m a little lost. 
 Obviously, Solvang’s rules need to be changed, 
for nothing more than avoiding another Great Shed 
Debate. And I think I speak for everyone when I say: 
Nobody cares. m

Send “sensible” canary-sized sheds to canary@
santamariasun.com.

O P I N I O N

Sensible and small
C A N A R Y @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

Spanish translation available. Masks are required.
Se proporcionará traducción al español.

Se requieren tapabocas.

For more information contact the City of Santa
Maria Recreation and Parks Department at (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260.

Para obtener más información, comuníquese con el Departamento de
Recreación y Parques de la Ciudad de Santa María al (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260.

For more information contact the City of Santa
Maria Recreation and Parks Department at (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260.

Para obtener más información, comuníquese con el Departamento de
Recreación y Parques de la Ciudad de Santa María al (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260.

Come share your ideas with us!
¡Venga a compartir sus ideas con nosotros!

Para obtener más información, comuníquese con el Departamento de
Recreación y Parques de la Ciudad de Santa María al (805) 925-0951 ext. 2260.

Tuesday, November 9th at 6:30 p.m.
Martes, 9 de noviembre a las 6:30 de la tarde

Atkinson Community Center
1000 North Railroad Avenue

RECREATION & PARKS COMMISSION
COMMUNITY MEETING

REUNIÓN COMUNITARIA
DE LA COMISIÓN DE RECREACIÓN Y PARQUES

The City of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department
invites the public to attend the

El Departamento de Recreación y Parques de la
Ciudad de Santa María invita al público a asistir a una

Join us to learn about current programs and services 
offered by the Recreation and Parks Department and find 
out about upcoming volunteer engagement opportunities.

Únase con nosotros para aprender sobre programas y
servicios que ofrece el Departamento de Recreación y Parques 

y entérese sobre oportunidades para voluntarios. 

ISLANDPACKERS.COM
805-642-1393Book Online

Discover the 
      Channel Islands 
            National Park

HIKE • CAMP • KAYAK • WHALE WATCH

Island Wildlife Cruises
Holiday Cruises

Authorized Concessionaire to the Channel Island National Park
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

37TH ANNUAL VAQUERO GALA, SHOW, AND 
SALE A 3-day fundraising event, honoring the unique 
culture and equine skills of the California “Vaquero”/
cowboy. Nov. 12-14, 5-9 p.m., Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Nov. 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. $5. 805-688-7889. 
santaynezmuseum.org. Santa Ynez Valley Historical 
Museum, 3596 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez.

GALLERY LOS OLIVOS: MARCIA BURTT Gallery Los 
Olivos’ solo show for November. Through Dec. 2 Gallery 
Los Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517, 
gallerylosolivos.com.

SHARING THE LIGHT: ANSEL ADAMS AND ALAN 
ROSS This duo exhibition showcases the photography 
careers of both Ansel Adams (1902-1984) and Alan 
Ross (whose work is pictured), a longtime friend and 
former assistant of Adams. Through March 20, 2022 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082.

WIDENING CIRCLES: LANDSCAPE PORTRAITS 
OF SOLVANG Both of the show’s featured artists, 
husband and wife John Iwerks and Chris Chapman, 
will also be hosting periodic art demonstrations at the 
museum (Oct. 9, Oct. 30, and Nov. 13). Through Feb. 1, 
2022 elverhoj.org. Elverhoj Museum of History and Art, 
1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CASA DEL RIO’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
A selection of unique gift and home décor items. All 
handmade by local artists. As well as jam and baked items. 
Free hourly drawings. 50/50 pot to benefit Dignity 
Health. Lunch will be available for purchase. Nov. 
6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 805-441-9791. Casa Del 
Rio Clubhouse, 1124 N Suey Rd., Santa Maria.

LOCAL AND FEATURED ARTIST 
EXHIBITS Valley Art Gallery, located in 
the SM Airport, exhibits local and featured 
artist work. New exhibits are mounted the 
first Tuesday of even-numbered months. Wide 
variety of art available for purchase. ongoing, 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. 805-922-0663. Santa Maria 
Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO Call or go online for the 
Academy’s current offerings. The Academy offers private 
lessons by the hour or half hour for all age groups and 
ability. ongoing 805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com. Coelho 
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

OUTDOOR UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50 

years and up, at no charge. Participants will learn to 
play chords, melodies, and familiar songs. Five baritone 
ukuleles are available to borrow, or class members may 
bring one of their own. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. cityofsantamaria.org/register. Elwin Mussell Senior 
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams live on PCPA’s 
Instagram every Thursday and spotlights a different 
thespian guest each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. 
Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses 
our students’ learning to serve children and parents 
who are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock 
College and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to 
bring a love of stories and language to people right in 
their homes. ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

THE SECRET GARDEN Adapted from the novel by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett. Orphaned by an epidemic, 
young Mary Lennox is sent from British colonial India to a 
home she has never known in Yorkshire, England. There 
she finds a mysterious house and a family shrouded in 
secrets. Nov. 11-Dec. 23 pcpa.org. Marian Theatre, 800 
S. College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-928-7731.

THE SHOW WILL GO ON: ALL TOGETHER NOW An 
opportunity for schools and theatres around the world to 
locally produce and perform an exclusive musical revue 
featuring songs from MTI’s beloved shows. Nov. 12-14 
smct.org. Santa Maria Civic Theatre, 1660 N. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria.

SOCIAL DIS-DANCE Classes available for all skill levels. 
Class sizes limited. ongoing Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every 
Tuesday sit down with one of our technical 

staff and learn about the ins and outs of 
their craft. Get the exclusive with our host 
Erik Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The 

Pacific Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-
8313, pcpa.org.

TEEN PARACORD BRACELET PROGRAM Create a 
paracord bracelet following step-by-step instructions. Join 
us to complete the project in person or pick up a pack at 
any Library branch to do the project on your own. Packs 
are limited to one per youth while supplies last. Nov. 5, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VALLEY ART GALLERY’S FALL ART 
SPECTACULAR 2021 The Valley Art Gallery of Santa 
Maria is presenting original art work from local artists. 
All work is available for purchasing. Free parking. Open 
during airport hours. Through Dec. 1 Free. valleygallery.
org. Santa Maria Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON 
CLASSES Check Wine and Design’s Orcutt website 
for the complete list of virtual and in-person classes, 
for various ages. Also offering kids camps for summer. 
ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. Wine and 
Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s 
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is 
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school 
drama students. Check site or call for more info. ongoing 
PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College, 
Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

YOUTH PICTURE BOOK CREATION PACKS Pick up a 
Youth Picture Book Creation Pack. Celebrate picture book 
month by creating an original picture book. Included will be 
material to write and illustrate a one-of-a-kind picture book. 
Packs are limited to one per youth, while supplies last. Nov. 
6, Nov. 8, Nov. 9, Nov. 10, Nov. 11 and Nov. 12 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

YOUTH ART PACKS Pick up a youth art pack to create 
a masterpiece at home. Art packs include projects that 
guide students in learning basic principles of art. Packs are 
limited to one per youth while supplies last. Nov. 13 Free. 

805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

FRANKENSTEIN’S BRIDE This horror story spoof 
hilariously reconstructs the classic tale by injecting it 
with musical parodies, pop culture references, and witty 
one-liners. Fifteen years after the death of Frankenstein’s 
creation, a mad scientist attempts to reanimate the 
Creature. What could possibly go wrong? Wednesdays-
Sundays. through Nov. 14 $25-$32. americanmelodrama.
com. Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

ART IN THE PARK AT DINOSAUR CAVES An outdoor 
art festival featuring more than 40 artists/vendors. Located 
at Dinosaur Caves Park in Shell Beach, overlooking the 
ocean. Selection includes glass, pottery, jewelry, textiles, 
furniture, sculpture, paintings, photography, beauty 
products, food, plants, and more. Nov. 7, 10 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. Free. 559-907-7538. artintheparkshellbeach.com. 
Dinosaur Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.

MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-6 AND 7-12 For ages 5-6 
(Mondays) and 7-12 (Tuesdays). Mondays, Tuesdays, 3:15-
4:15 p.m. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative Community, 1147 
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

OPEN STUDIO FOR ADULTS Call to reserve. All 
materials included. Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. and Wednesdays, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $35. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

PAINT ‘N SIP An afternoon of wine and painting at the 
Point San Luis Lighthouse with celebrated artist Andrea 
Olivier. Back by popular demand due to the overwhelming 
response to her first event. Nov. 13, 2 p.m. my805tix.com. 
Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

RANCHO NIPOMO: MOVING WITH THE TIMES 
EXHIBIT This exhibit also includes the restoration efforts 
of the Dana Adobe which had their start in the 1930s and 
remain ongoing to this day. Through Jan. 15, 2022, 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. $5, free for DANA members and children under 
12 years of age. 805-929-5679. danaadobe.org. DANA 
Adobe Cultural Center, 671 S. Oakglen Ave., Nipomo.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CLUE Based on the iconic 1985 Paramount movie, 
inspired by the Hasbro board game, Clue is a hilarious 
farce-meets-murder mystery, a comedy whodunit that 
will leave both cult-fans and newcomers in stitches trying 
to figure out who did it, where, and with what. Nov. 4, 
7-8:30 p.m., Nov. 5, 7-8:30 p.m. and Nov. 6, 7-8:30 
p.m. $10. 805-596-4040. sites.google.com/slcusd.org/
drama/production/clue. San Luis Obispo High School, 
1499 San Luis Dr., San Luis Obispo.

HEAD OVER WHEELS
The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department and PLAY 
(People for Leisure and Youth) are co-hosting the Downtown 
Classic Car Show on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Car enthusiasts can look forward to a wide array of vehicles on 
display in the Santa Maria Town Center’s west parking lot. The 
event also features food booths, live music, and more. Call (805) 
925-0951 or visit santamariaatplay.org to find out more. 

—Caleb Wiseblood

FILE PHOTO BY RYAN MILLER

ARTS continued page 17

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
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NOTE: Local COVID-19 
case numbers and changing 
health precautions may cause 
some event cancellations and 
venue closures. Please check 
with the venues directly, and 
most of all, stay safe!
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Your Invitation to Help Animals in Need! 

5th Annual Wags n’ Purrs
Online Howliday Auction

This ad brought to you by

Benefitting Shelter Animals
Funding Emergency Medical  

& Behavioral Support

www.sbcanimalcare.org

November 29 –  
December 6

@SBCACF 
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BEHAVIORAL TRAINING
As COVID 19 forced families to work or school remotely, we saw an amazing number of animal adoptions. As families return to work and 
school, we saw untrained dogs being surrendered to the County shelters with challenging behaviors. These dogs were not used to being alone 
and exhibited a range of behaviors from excessive barking & jumping, to extreme separation anxiety, fear aggression, and destructive distress. 

SBC Animal Care Foundation is investing $9,000 to support a 3-month trial program with a professional trainer at the Santa Maria Animal 
Shelter. This will assist these dogs to overcome their unwanted behavior and shift them from undesirable and unadoptable to readily 
adoptable and good companions. The shelter staff is already seeing huge gains from this pilot program. Please help us raise the needed funds 
to keep this program going in 2022. 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE
A significant number of animals taken into the County Animal shelter need some form of medical intervention or emergency medical care. 
Less than 20 years ago, the Santa Maria shelter was considered a high-kill shelter. With a shared goal to decrease the local euthanasia rate, 
the SBC Animal Care Foundation formed the Sebastian Medical Fund. This fund provides necessary funding to actively champion these 
unadoptable and vulnerable abandoned animals to receive medical treatment to heal and become adoptable. 

The Sebastian Medical Treatment Fund utilizes the largest part of our annual budget. Each year, SBC Animal Care Foundation assists and SAVES 
hundreds of deserving animals. Please help us raise funds to continue our support.

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED WHERE YOUR DONATIONS GO? HOW MUCH OF YOUR DONATION SUPPORTS 
WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? OR, HOW MUCH OF YOUR DONATION GOES TO STAFFING, FACILITY 
OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE, AND TRAVEL?
The SBC Animal Care Foundation is ALL-VOLUNTEER – members work from their homes, and use their own vehicles/equipment. By working 
alongside the County Animal Shelter, as a partner and separate non-profit organization, SBC Animal Care Foundation ensures the purest form 
of your donation goes to directly assist the animals. Only 4% of their budget is allotted to necessary overhead costs. 

No donation is too large or too small. You can lend your support with a one-time or recurring donation, a matching donation through your 
employer, including SBC Animal Care Foundation in your will, or between November 29- December 6, bid up and win gift and personal items 
at our Wags & Purrs Howliday Online Auction.

PROVIDING A LIFELINE TO SAVE LIVES ONLY SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE.  –Mother Teresa

MAKING AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT THERE ARE NO GREAT THINGS

YOUR SUPPORT STAYS LOCAL
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ANIMAL CARE FOUNDATION

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE  
OF OUR COMMUNITY

Place
SBC Animal Care Foundation

& local homeless animals
on your Holiday Wishlist

this Season.

DONATE 
TODAY

14 • Sun • November 4 - November 11, 2021 • www.santamariasun.com
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$100,000

ONLINE AT
www.SBCAnimalCare.org

MAIL TO
SBC Animal Care Foundation 

P.O. Box 307 
Santa Maria, CA 93456

VOICEMAIL MESSAGE
For more information 

805-260-2386

DONATE
How to participate in the 
Wags n’ Purrs Howliday 

Online Auction
• Visit our website  

www.SBCAnimalCare.org

• Click the link to our Online Auction

• Register as a bidder

• Have Fun Holiday Shopping

• Receive notices when  
you are outbid

• At the end of the online auction 
period, you will be notified  
if you are a winning bidder

• Winning bidders can pay online

• Item pick-up will be scheduled 
soon after the event. 

Sebastian Fund Goal

Please Help this Christmas!  Together, We Can Make a Difference

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President: Linda Greco

Vice President: Beth Brooke

Secretary: Angelina McDonald

Treasurer: Tracy Dugan

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
Edwin and Jeanne Woods Family Foundation

Hildegard H. Balin Charitable Trust

Animal Charitable Foundation

Grey Muzzle Organization

Larry Greco Welding

That’s FETCH!

Community West Bank

Hutton Parker Foundation

The Santa Maria SUN

B. Skatoff

D. Raynor

L. Heller

A. McDonald

S. Weber

H. Elmer

M. McCabe

Danny Boy

Rose & Craig’s Wedding

SB County Animal Services

CELEBRATING LIVES SAVED
Santa Barbara County achieved a 91% live release 
rate in 2015. What does this mean?  

Santa Barbara County is currently classified as “no-kill”.  A shelter 

that does not euthanize healthy or treatable animals, reserving 

euthanasia for terminally ill animals or those considered 

dangerous to public safety. This achievement was due in part to 

the support of the SBC Animal Care Foundation. Please help us 

celebrate and carry on this important accomplishment with a 

lifesaving donation. 

 County Animal Shelter  SBC Animal Care Foundation 
 Live Release Rate Medical Funding Support 
  (this figure is Sebastian funding only)

2012 77% $16,010
2013 87% $17,882
2014 87% $22,072
2015 91% $20,902
2016 92% $23,640
2017 94% $36,918
2018 94% $67,008
2019 94% $93,305
2020 96% $59,195
2021 YTD 94% $38,425 as of Sept 2021
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ACTOR’S EDGE: ACTING CLASSES Actor’s Edge 
offers film and television acting training in San Luis Obispo, 
plus exposure to Los Angeles talent agents. All ages and 
skill levels welcome. Classes available in SLO, LA, and on 
zoom. ongoing $210 per month. actorsedge.com. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

ART AND ABOUT Juan Alberto Negroni: Pacificaribbean, 
Mark di Suvero; History and Its Shadow, Content(s): 
Revisiting the Vessel, Deconstructed Freedom, by Eric 
Jon Boyd. Features live DJ and wine pouring. Nov. 5-7, 
5-8 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/visit/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

ART AND ABOUT SLO Join us for Art and About 
SLO, a self-guided art walk that gives the community an 
opportunity to experience visual, literary, and performing 
art in galleries and other venues. Visit site for an updated 
map of locations. Events will not occur on major holidays. 
First Friday of every month, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-544-9251. 
artsobispo.org/art-and-about. Citywide, San Luis Obispo.

ART TALK WITH MARIA MOLTENI The backwall of 
the Freemont Theatre in downtown San Luis Obispo is now 
home to a mural by artist Maria Molteni, who will be giving a 
talk about her work during Art and About. Nov. 5, 5-6 p.m. 
Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/. San Luis Obispo Museum 
of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

CALIFORNIA CENTRAL COAST PASTEL SOCIETY: 
3CPS MEMBER ONLINE SHOW Discover California 
Central Coast Pastel Society’s new online exhibit, with 
vibrant contemporary and classical paintings in varied styles 
and themes. Find exhibit, workshop, membership, paint-out 
dates, and event info on website. Through March 31, 2022 
Free. 3cps.org/3cps-online-show/. San Luis Obispo.

DECONSTRUCTED FREEDOM A descendant of the 
Cahuilla Band of Indians, Eric Jon Boyd creates mixed-
media artwork that takes account of history and culture 
from an Indigenous perspective. This exhibition illustrates a 
history of events that changed the landscape of California. 
Through Nov. 28, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. 
sloma.org/exhibition/deconstructed-freedom/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

FALL SUCCULENT ARRANGEMENT WORKSHOP 
Jayne Devencenzi, a long time educator and volunteer 
at the San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, will show 
participants how to create a living succulent pumpkin you 
can use throughout the fall season and as a centerpiece 
for Thanksgiving. Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-noon $55-$65. 805-
541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

FOOD: COLLAGE AND CARTOONS (ART 
OPENING) Ed Himelblau is a cartoonist for The New 
Yorker. Kit Gould is a painter and collage artist. All art 
sales benefit SLO FoodBank. Nov. 5, 5-8 p.m. Free. 
805-439-4298. himelblau.com/misc/food-show. SLO 
Provisions, 1255 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

FREE DOCENT TOURS AT SLOMA Gain a deeper 
understanding of the artwork on view with SLOMA’s new 
docent tours. Join our trained guides for interactive and 
engaging tours of SLOMA’s current exhibitions. To join 
a tour, please check-in at the front desk. Tours are free. 
Saturdays, 3-4 p.m. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN CENTRAL COAST 
SCULPTORS Central Coast Sculptors welcomes CA 

artists, teachers, and students working in 3D art media, 
and sculpture enthusiasts. Join for free until Dec. 31. 
No geographic requirements. Enjoy distinctive exhibits 
such as ‘The Phantom Project,’ pop-ups, juried member 
showcases, and more. Through Dec. 31 Free membership. 
505-690-4283. centralcoastsculptors.org/membership.
html. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

MACRAMÉ AIR PLANT HANGER WORKSHOP 
AT SLO BOTANICAL GARDEN Join us at the SLO 
Botanical Garden to spend a relaxing evening learning the 
basics of macramé. Master the basic knots and make your 
very own air plant hanger. All materials, as well as a glass 
bubble vase are included. Nov. 4, 6-8 p.m. $65. 805-541-
1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 
Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

MARK DI SUVERO: HISTORY AND ITS SHADOW 
An exhibition of paintings and sculpture by the world 
renowned artist. Through Nov. 7 San Luis Obispo Museum 
of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 543-8562, 
sloma.org/.

MASK MAKING AND HAT MAKING Geared for 
children and adults. ongoing Spirits of Africa Gallery, 570 
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

PAINTING CLASSES Easels, brushes, and canvases 
provided. Limited to 20 students. ongoing Spirits 
of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo, 
spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

REVISITING THE VESSEL This exhibition explores 
the vessel, a form artists have been drawing inspiration 
from for thousands of years, as a reminder of its 
transcendence, necessity, and influence. This exhibition 
is hosted in partnership with the Central Coast Sculptors 
Group. Through Nov. 28, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-
8562. sloma.org/exhibition/revisiting-the-vessel/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

VIEWPOINTS: A SPECIAL EXHIBITION Viewpoints 
is an exhibition by four artists who observe the world 
from different directions. Kim Snyder, Rod Baker, 
Barry Lundgren, and Janice Pluma each offer a unique 
perspective on nature’s many faces. Through Dec. 31 
805-926-5050. SLO Gallery, 1019 Broad Street, San Luis 
Obispo, SLOgallery.com.

WALT WHITMAN GAY MEN’S BOOK CLUB Walt 
Whitman Gay Men’s Book Club meets virtually via zoom. 
This club reads, studies and discusses books chosen by 
the group which relate to their lives as gay men. All are 
welcome. Second Monday of every month, 7-9:30 p.m. 
galacc.org/events/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

1975 PEOPLE PLACES THINGS: A PHOTO 
EXHIBIT Maureen Thompson and Larry Borges have 
restored black and white photos from Europe taken nearly 
50 years ago while Maureen studied photography in 
Austria. Opening reception on Sept. 4. Exhibit continues 
through Dec. 1. Through Dec. 1 Free. 520-730-9733. 
Joebella Coffee Roasters, 3168 El Camino Real, 
Atascadero, joebellacoffee.com.

BOTTLE ART: THE CREATIVITY OF WINE LABELS 
Label art and wine scenes from the Paso Robles region. 
Through Nov. 29 Free. 8052389800. studiosonthepark.
org/events/bottle-art/. Studios on the Park, 1130 Pine 
St., Paso Robles.

GENRE DIVIDE
Performances of Frankenstein’s Bride, the Great American Melodrama’s latest horror story 
spoof, will run through Sunday, Nov. 14. This two-act comedy is followed by the Melodrama’s 
vaudeville revue, 2001: A Space Vaude-essy, a humorous tribute to sci-fi and space opera.  
Admission to the show ranges between $25 and $32. For more info, visit americanmelodrama.com.  
The Melodrama is located at 1863 Front St., Oceano.

—C.W.
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FREE ADMISSION FOR MILITARY & FIRST RESPONDERS
CAL POLY CAMO BEANIES FOR THE FIRST 2,000 FANS!

SATURDAY, NOV. 13 AT 5 PM
ALEX G. SPANOS STADIUM

CAL POLY FOOTBALL

HEROES NIGHT

VISIT GOPOLY.COM/TICKETS TO PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY!
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BRUCE MUNRO: LIGHT AT SENSORIO Acclaimed 
artist Bruce Munro’s Light at Sensorio features two 
walkthrough installations: “Field of Light” featuring almost 
60,000 color-changing blooms covering 15 acres of 
rolling hills; and “Light Towers,” celebrating Paso Robles 
wine country with 69 towers composed of more than 
17,000 illuminated wine bottles. Thursdays-Sundays. 
through Jan. 2 $9.50-$110. 805-226-4287. sensoriopaso.
com/. Sensorio, 4380 Highway 46 East, Paso Robles.

CENTRAL COAST WEAVERS 14TH ANNUAL SALE 
AND GUILD SHOWCASE A once a year opportunity to 
shop for the county’s finest handwoven and handcrafted 
items. Proof of complete vaccination and properly worn 
masks required for entry. Nov. 5, 12-7 p.m., Nov. 6, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. and Nov. 7, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 805-438-5501. 
weaversguild.com. Strawbale Barn Weaving School, 9156 
Santa Margarita Rd., Atascadero.

DEPRISE BRESCIA ART GALLERY: OPEN DAILY 
Features a large selection of encaustic art, sculpted 
paintings, art installations, acrylic palette knife paintings, 
digital art, glass, jewelry, stones, fossils, and a butterfly 
sculpture garden. DepriseBrescia.com. Deprise Brescia 
Art Gallery, 829 10th St., Paso Robles, 310-621-7543.

HOLIDAY ORNAMENT WORKSHOP This is a fun class 
for all ages. Use pre-cut glass to create unique holiday 
ornaments. All materials included. Limited to 6 people 
per time slot Nov. 13, 1-6 p.m. $50. 805-464-2633. 
glassheadstudio.com. Glasshead Studio, 8793 Plata Lane, 
Suite H, Atascadero.

PHOTOGRAM CLASS: ALL AGES Summon the spirit 
of Fall by designing your own prints. Used by botanists, 
the art of the Photogram will teach you to harness the 
beauty of nature with an expression all your own. Simple 
and fun, this class is for all ages. Tickets include all 
materials. Nov. 6, 11 a.m.-noon $30. 805-464-0533. The 
ARTery, 5890 Traffic Way, Atascadero, the1artery.com.

STUDIOS ON THE PARK: ONLINE CLASSES AND 
WORKSHOPS Check site for a variety of virtual classes 
and workshops online. studiosonthepark.org. Studios on 
the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.

SUCCULENT WREATH Join us for a Saturday afternoon 
of succulent wreath making and wine sipping. You’ll also 
get a delicious charcuterie tray to snack on. Must be 21 
years old or older to attend. Nov. 13, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. 805-286-5993. CreativeMeTime.com. Riboli Family of 
San Antonio Winery, 1917 Wisteria Lane, Paso Robles.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BEADED GLASS PEARL BRACELET WORKSHOP 
Create a beautiful sea inspired faux pearl bracelet using 
Celestial Crystal pearls with easy loop clasp. You may 
choose to make an easy leather and pearl design or one 
using beads and pearls. Fun, simple technique. Nov. 13, 
10 a.m.-noon $40. 805-772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

FIRST ANNUAL HOLIDAY ORNAMENT 
FUNDRAISER KICK-OFF All ornaments are hand painted 
or crafted by MBAA members and featured for sale, in the 
Gallery. All proceeds will go to the Art Center to fund our 
ongoing community projects. Each ornament is a beautiful, 
one-of-a-kind piece, hand signed by the artist. Nov. 7, 2-4 
p.m. Free. 805-772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org/. Art 
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

FOREVER STOKED PAINT PARTY Join us at the gallery, 
for a few hours to travel on a creative paint journey guided 
by a member of the fun loving FS crew. You will receive 
as much or as little instruction as you prefer. No artistic 
experience is necessary. Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. $45. 805-772-
9095. Forever Stoked, 1164 Quintana Rd., Morro Bay.

FREE CREATIVITY DAY This ongoing group is free, 
informal, and open to the public. Meet in the Studio at Art 
Center Morro Bay. Bring your art work, in any medium 
and join others working in various mediums. Bring your 
lunch and join the fun. Choose your attendance time. 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. through Jan. 26 Free. 805-772-

2504. artcentermorrobay.org/index.php/comingevents/
classes/. Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

OPENING RECEPTION: WINTER FAIRE EXHIBIT 
MBAA presents the Annual Winter Faire and Juried Craft 
Show, featuring some of the finest artworks on the Central 
Coast. This special holiday event offers a collection 
of exceptional paintings, photography and fine crafts, 
spanning a variety of artistic mediums. Enjoy music, wine, 
and snacks at reception. Nov. 7, 2-4 p.m. Free. 805-
772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org/index.php/upcoming-
exhibits/. Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking 
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and 
seniors. partnersincaring.org. Citywide, Santa Maria.

ANDROID PHONE CLASS First Thursday of every month 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP (ONLINE) Join us 
for this Caregiver Support Group online. Sponsored by 
the Santa Maria Wisdom Center and Dignity Health Family 
Caregiver Support Program. Open to everyone. Call to 
have zoom link emailed, or for questions. Second Tuesday 
of every month, 1:30-2:30 p.m. through Dec. 31. 805-354-
5326. smwisdomcenter.org. Citywide, Santa Maria.

CENTRAL COAST CORVETTE CLUB Open to Corvette 
owners and enthusiasts. First Thursday of every month, 7 
p.m. Free. 805-934-3948. Home Motors, 1313 E. Main St., 
Santa Maria.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION 
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get 
support from others from the comfort of your own home. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805-
598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E 
Orange St., Santa Maria.

ORCUTT MINERAL SOCIETY Second Tuesday of every 
month Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 937-9750.

TEEN ANIME CLUB If you’re a teen who is into anime or 
manga, come to Anime Club. Hang out with other fans, eat 
Japanese snacks, and do fun activities. New members are 
always welcome. Nov. 12, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Goodwill Industries of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties 
and the Santa Maria Public Library are partnering to offer 
a free presentation on Goodwill’s Veterans Employment 
Assistance Program. This presentation is free and open to 
all veterans and their families. Nov. 10, 3-4 p.m. 805-925-
0994. cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/departments/
library. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call 
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. Varies. 
Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa Maria, 805-
748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

GREENER PASTURES FARM SANCTUARY: SELF-
GUIDED TOUR Visit Greener Pastures Farm Sanctuary 
for a self-guided tour where you will meet the rescued 
residents up close and hear their stories of triumph from 
volunteers who work with them weekly. You will meet 
goats, mini horses, sheep, potbelly pig, mini donkeys, 
chickens, ducks, and turkeys. First Saturday of every 
month, 12-1 & 1-2 p.m. through Dec. 4 $10. 805-704-
7327. greenerpasturessanctuary.org/events.html. 
Greener Pastures Farm Sanctuary, 2148 S. Halcyon Rd., 
Arroyo Grande.

HEALTH FREEDOM CELEBRATION: FUNDRAISER 
FOR CHRISTMAS AND SANTA Includes exhibitors to 
help navigate this new era we are living as well as health 
related product vendors. Features wine, beer, food, live 
music, dancing, and more. Nov. 13, 2-7 p.m. my805tix.
com. Historic Village of Arroyo Grande, Branch and Short 
St., Arroyo Grande.

TURKEY TROT FUN RUN Fun run event for kids, co-
sponsored by the Arroyo Grande Lions Club. Nov. 14, 1 
p.m. arroyogrande.org. Arroyo Grande High School, 495 
Valley Rd., Arroyo Grande.

VETSURF FRIDAY Veterans encouraged to join us for 
these weekly VetSurf programs to share the camaraderie. 
Surfers and non-surfers are welcome; enjoy coffee and 
snacks on the beach or paddle out to share some waves 
with fellow Veterans. Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Free 
admission. 805-441-5271. ampsurf.org. Addie Street 
Surfer Parking Lot, Addie Street, Pismo Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL HOPE SLO GROUPS AT TMHA Visit website 
for full list of weekly Zoom groups available. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays calhopeconnect.org. 
Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

CAL POLY BASKETBALL VS. WESTCLIFF Don’t miss 
the 2021-22 Home Opener. The first 250 fans get schedule 
posters. Nov. 9, 7-9 p.m. gopoly.com/. Mott Athletics 
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

CAL POLY WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS CSUSB 
Don’t miss your first chance to watch the Mustangs in 
this exhibition game. Admission is free. Nov. 6, 12-2 p.m. 
Free. gopoly.com/. Mott Athletics Center, 1 Grand Ave., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

FOOD SYSTEM EDUCATION: TEACHING FOOD, 
AGRICULTURE, AND NUTRITION In order to foster a 

more sustainable food system, we must first understand it. 
Education is crucial for collective impact. Come learn from 
our panel of educators about how food systems issues are 
taught in SLO County, from kindergarten through adulthood. 
Nov. 9, 9-10:30 a.m. Free. 805-440-1543. bit.ly/fscnov9. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

HUMANKIND GIVE BACK DAY BENEFITTING 
ECOSLO HumanKind is partnering with ECOSLO for 
HumanKind’s annual Give Back Days. 10 percent of all 
sales made through shopping in HumanKind’s store in 
downtown SLO and online will be donated to ECOSLO. 
Shop in-person or in the comfort of your own home. Nov. 
12, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 805-544-1777. humankindslo.org/. 
HumanKind Fair Trade, 982 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION (ONLINE 
MEETING) Zoom series hosted by TMHA. Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m.-noon Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 
784 High Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

Q YOUTH GROUP (VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM) This is a 
social support group for LGBTQ+ and questioning youth 
between the ages of 11-18. Each week the group explores 
personal, cultural, and social identity. Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. 
galacc.org/events/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLOROLL: A COMMUNITY INITIATIVE A free pop-up 
roller skating event. Locations posted the day of at 4 p.m. 
Follow @thesloroll. First Saturday of every month Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

TRANS* YOUTH PEER SUPPORT GROUP This group 
is a safe place for trans* and gender non-conforming 
people, as well as those questioning, from ages of 11 to 
18. A facilitated emotional support group to be heard, 
share your story, and hear stories that may sound 
surprisingly like your own. Second Tuesday of every 
month, 6-8 p.m. Free. GALA Pride and Diversity Center, 
1060 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-541-4252.

HIP TO BE SQUARE
Art Center Morro Bay presents its Winter Faire and Crafts Show, which opens on Thursday, Nov. 
4, and is scheduled to remain on display through January 2022. This annual group exhibition 
includes paintings, photography, fiber art, glass art, pottery, jewelry, and more from a variety of 
local artists and crafters. Admission to is free. Call (805) 772-2504 or visit artcentermorrobay.org 
to find out more. Art Center Morro Bay is located at 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

—C.W.
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everybodycandance.webs.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Enrolling Dancers Now  
for our 

35th Nutcracker!

Everybody Can DANCE
628 S. McClelland, Santa Maria  

(805) 345-5570

Indoor / Outdoor & Safety Precautions Followed 

Class Size Limited – Sign Up NOW! 
All dance skill levels welcome 

for ages 2–adult 

TREE AND WREATH SALE FOR SLOHS AND 
LAGUNA BANDS Trees and wreaths can be preordered 
online and picked-up/delivered (within SLO) on Dec. 4. 
Proceeds fund uniforms, transportation, and more for 
the SLO High School and Laguna Middle School Bands. 
PayPal and credit cards accepted. Through Nov. 18 
slobandboosters.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

YOGA IN THE PARK FOR CANCER SURVIVORS, 
PATIENTS, AND LOVED ONES These special classes, 
which are designed for survivors to go at their own pace 
and boost energy, are provided by Tenet Health Central 
Coast. Participants are asked to bring their own yoga mats 
or blanket, and wheelchair participants are welcome. First 
Saturday of every month, 10 a.m. through Dec. 4 805-401-
1940. tenethealthcentralcoast.com/services/oncology. 
Meadow Park, 2251 Meadow St., San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering 
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: CELLAR CLUB Visit site for Cellar 
Club details and more info. Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. 805-691-9413. standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun 
Wines, 92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call or go online 
to make a reservation to taste at the winery or find 
more info on the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing 
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 
Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110.

SIMPLY SOURDOUGH First Thursday of every month 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

MUSIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Brick Barn 
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208, 
brickbarnwineestate.com.

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS Wednesdays, 5-7 p.m. 
Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-
686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CELEBRATE 100 YEARS: A BIRTHDAY PARTY 
FOR DR. FORREST STOLL The Santa Maria Valley Sr. 
Club presents a birthday party concert for Forrest Stoll. 
Featuring Riptide Big Band, vocalists Bob Nations and 
Mitch Latting. Funded by the Community Foundation of 
San Luis Obispo. Nov. 14, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-813-

5186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 
Park Ave., Santa Maria.

CENTRAL COAST BEAT SOCIAL: COURTYARD 
CULTURE An ongoing series of outdoor music events at 
different venues in Santa Maria, Guadalupe, and other cities 
along the Central Coast. Hosted by Central Coast Beat 
Social. centralcoastbeatsocial.com/. Citywide, Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA PHILHARMONIC: FIRST FRIDAYS 
AT FOUR Featuring musicians from the Santa Maria 
Philharmonic, this monthly series of musical adventures are 
recorded in local settings and offered free to the public. 
First Friday of every month Free. smphilharmonic.org. 
Soundcloud (Santa Maria Philharmonic), Online, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

SIERRA HULL WITH DEAD HORSES In her first 25 
years alone, singer/songwriter/multi-instrumentalist Sierra 
Hull hit more milestones than many musicians accomplish 
in a lifetime. This Tennessee-bred virtuoso mandolinist 
played Carnegie Hall at age 12, then landed a record deal 
just a year later. Nov. 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $35-$100. 805-
781-3009. festivalmozaic.org/sierrahull. Clark Center for 
the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

SINGER-SONGWRITERS HEARD HERE (SSHH) 
CONCERT SERIES Produced by Songwriters at Play. 
The goal is to create an intimate, listening atmosphere, 
presenting performers of original music to appreciative 
audiences. Nov. 9, 6:30 p.m. my805tix.com. Puffers of 
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 805-773-6563.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY PISMO SHOW FEATURES 
YNANA ROSE, CYNTHIA FORD, STEVE KEY 
Songwriters at Play host Steve Key shares the stage with 
Ynana Rose, and Cynthia Ford. Ynana creates Americana 
music threaded with folk, country, blues. Cynthia belongs 
to local country band Stereo Chickens. Key wrote “33, 45, 
78” for country star Kathy Mattea. Nov. 11, 7-9 p.m. Free. 
805-204-6821. stevekey.com/events. Puffers of Pismo, 
781 Price St., Pismo Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

2021 NEW TIMES MUSIC AWARDS SHOWCASE 
Designed to showcase music and songwriting from local 
musicians throughout San Luis Obispo County in a wide 
variety of genres. A panel of local music industry judges 
will determine the best live performer during the awards 
showcase. Nov. 12, 6-8 p.m. my805tix.com. SLO Brew 
Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 805-543-1843.

LEE ANN’S ALBUM RELEASE PARTY Celebrating 
the release of Lee Ann’s first ever double album, Grand 
Piano Vibes. Features an original album artwork raffle and 
personal album signing. Champagne welcome. Nov. 11, 
5-7 p.m. my805tix.com. Broad Street Public House, 3590 
Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-439-3055.

CAL POLY ARAB MUSIC ENSEMBLE FALL 
CONCERT The ensemble’s orchestra and choir 
will perform a variety of seminal Arab art music and 
selections from historically related cultures. A dance 
troupe will be featured in the show. Members perform 
on Arab and adapted instruments as well as those from 
interconnected music cultures Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m. $10-$15. 
805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu/calendar/. Performing 
Arts Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

CALEB KLAUDER AND REEB WILLMS IN 
CONCERT The Pozo Old Time Music Gathering presents 
an evening of exceptional music featuring Caleb Klauder 
and Reeb Willms of the Foghorn Stringband. They are 
known for their deep repertoire of early American 
traditional music, classic country, honky tonk, and 
bluegrass songs. Nov. 11, 7-9 p.m. $20-$25. 805-
235-2874. eventbrite.com. Octagon Barn Center, 4400 
Octagon Way, San Luis Obispo.

CANZONA WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE: WITH 
GRATEFUL VOICES! Join us for an afternoon of choral 
music as we once again take the stage to gratefully 
celebrate the power, passion, and joy of women’s voices. 
Featuring music from the year 1098 to the present; Italian 
madrigals, Irish poems, trios, and much more. Nov. 7, 
3-4 p.m. $10-$30. 805-242-6065. canzonawomen.org/
buy-tickets.html. San Luis Obispo Nazarene Church, 3396 
Johnson Avenue, San Luis Obispo.

DRUM CIRCLE SING-A-LONG Limited to 20 
drummers. Learn African music through drumming and 
song. ongoing Spirits of Africa Gallery, 570 Higuera St., 
San Luis Obispo, spiritsofafricagallery.com/.

EASTON EVERETT TRIO Neo-folk pop. Nov. 5, 5-7 
p.m. Baileyana, 5828 Orcutt Rd., San Luis Obispo, 805-
269-8200, baileyana.com.

LIVE MUSIC WITH GRAMMY AWARD-WINNER 
LOUIE ORTEGA Enjoy live music with Louie Ortega 
every Wednesday, while sipping your favorites in the Wine 
Bar and Craft Beer Garden. No cover. Wednesdays, 4-7 
p.m. Free. 805-544-9463. slowineandbeerco.com/events. 
SLO Wine and Beer Company, 3536 S. Higuera Street, 
Suite 250, San Luis Obispo. ❍

GIFTING TREE
Glasshead Studio in Atascadero hosts 
its Holiday Ornament Workshop on 
Saturday, Nov. 13, from 1 to 6 p.m. The 
class is open to all ages, but it is limited 
to six participants (early pre-registration 
is recommended). Attendees will use 
pre-cut glass to craft their own original 
ornaments. Admission is $50. Call (805) 
464-2633 or visit glassheadstudio.com for 
more info. The studio is located at 8793 
Plata Lane, suite H, Atascadero.

—C.W.
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Valley Art Gallery showcases 
paintings by Esther Bartlett 
at local airport
 As part of the Valley 
Art Gallery’s Fall Art 
Spectacular, an ongoing 
showcase of multiple local 
artists, several paintings 
by Santa Maria resident 
Esther Bartlett (pictured) 
are currently on display at 
the Santa Maria Airport. 
Bartlett’s paintings in 
the showcase—which 
include watercolor, oil, 
and silk pieces—are also 
available for sale.
 According to press 
materials, Bartlett has 
loved drawing for as long as she can remember. Later as an 
adult, she decided to start painting during her career with 
United Airlines, which took her throughout Europe, where she 
became inspired by painters from several countries. Aside from 
painting, Bartlett is also a skilled photographer and violinist. 
 For more info on Bartlett, call (805) 934-3435 or email 
bartserna@verizon.net. To find out more about Valley Art 
Gallery’s programming, visit valleygallery.org. Admission to view 
the gallery’s current showcase is free. The Santa Maria Airport 
is located at 3249 Terminal Drive, Santa Maria.
 

Anniversary screening of The 
Rocketeer held at original 
filming location in Santa Maria

 The Central Coast Film Society (CCFS) and the Santa 
Maria Museum of Flight are co-hosting a special screening of 
Disney’s The Rocketeer (1991), in celebration of the film’s 30th 
anniversary, on Saturday, Nov. 13, at 5 p.m. This fundraiser 
event, which includes a tri-tip dinner as well, will take place in 
one of the original hangar sets the film was shot on, preserved 
by the Santa Maria Museum of Flight.
 “The set piece hangar from the movie The Rocketeer has 
been a central display space and a core attraction of the Santa 
Maria Museum of Flight since the movie was filmed,” Richard 
Persons, a museum board member, said in press materials. 
“It continues to be a huge draw amongst fans of the movie, 
who often pose for pictures in front of the iconic ‘Bigelow 
Aeronautical Corp’ sign.”
 Admission to the upcoming screening and dinner are 
$40. Proceeds of the fundraiser will benefit the museum’s 
programming, upcoming student film competitions hosted 
by the CCFS, and local nonprofit Band of Brothers, which is 
dedicated to supporting homeless veterans and veteran-owned 
businesses.
 In press materials, Daniel Lahr, executive director of the 
CCFS, credited the Santa Maria Museum of Flight for keeping 
“the spirit of the movie alive,” and said the film “left a big 
impact on the Central Coast.”  
 For tickets and more info on the event, visit 
centralcoastfilmsociety.org. The Santa Maria Museum of Flight 
is located at 3015 Airpark Drive, Santa Maria. m

 
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Personifying birds and frogs comes easy to 
artist Natalie Groves. Just don’t ask her to 
draw a horse.

 “As a kid, I drew realistic horses nonstop. I 
don’t draw them anymore because their hooves 
make it hard for them to do anything 
charming—like drinking tea,” said 
Groves, best known for her playful 
animal illustrations.
 Earlier this year, Groves opened 
her own art studio in the heart of 
downtown Solvang, on the second 
floor of the Book Loft, adjacent to the 
Hans Christian Andersen Museum. 
If you were to stop by sometime over 
the next few weeks, chances are you’d 
catch her working on an illustrated 
tribute to the Danish author, featuring 
a handful of his fairy tale characters. 
 Groves said the piece should 
be ready just in time for Solvang’s 
Christmas tree lighting in 
December—fitting, as the Andersen 
characters are depicted as parading 
toward the town tree, “laden with 
candles, Danish flags, ribbons, and 
fruit garlands,” Groves described.
 Solvang and the town staples 
that define it, including the Book 
Loft specifically, hold many fond 
childhood memories for Groves, 
although she grew up in Portland, 
Oregon.
 “My dad is originally from Santa 
Barbara, so my family made many 
trips here,” Groves said. “As a kid, I 
visited the Book Loft with my granny 

and grandpa, who were both avid 
readers.”

 As an avid reader herself, Groves became 
entranced by the fanciful animal-centric works 
of Beatrix Potter and Jan Brett as a child, which 
continue to influence her whimsical style as an 
illustrator.
 Shortly after graduating from high school in 
Oregon, Groves moved to California. One of her 

first jobs upon moving to Santa Barbara was at the 
Trader Joe’s on De La Vina Street. She started as a 
crew member and later became the store’s chalk 
artist as well—her first art gig, in a professional 
sense.
 “When our chalk artist left, they offered me 
the job. It was a huge learning curve designing 
chalkboards and producing them efficiently. I 
had to learn the medium, find a style that was 
consistent, bold, and fast, and from there, keep up 
with deadlines,” said Groves, who kept the job for 
three years, working mostly with NuPastels. “It 
was so much fun and a wonderful environment 
to grow in. I loved everything about working with 
chalk.”
 Nowadays, Groves’ medium of choice is 
watercolor, although her pieces usually start 
with a pencil, especially when dealing with furry 
subjects.
 “I love the texture of animal fur. I get really 
detailed, starting with a brown colored pencil, 
then layering with watercolor,” said Groves, 
although she finds feathers to be easier to 
illustrate.
 “For some reason, illustrating any kind of 
bird is a cinch, so I never worry over them,” said 
Groves, who added that “after a lot of work,” she 

grew to love illustrating frogs as well. 
“Their arms and legs are so 

squishy and fun if you get them 
going in the right directions,” said 
the artist, whose original frog 
characters include the banjo-yielding 
Wide Mouth Froggy and Pierre 
the French Frog, who she usually 
depicts in one of the five basic ballet 
positions. 

As she continues to be inspired 
by literature and the magical worlds 
it can transport readers to, Groves 
hopes that her illustrations will 
make their way into a children’s 
book of her own someday. She’s just 
looking for the right publisher to 
partner with.

“Right now I am seeking 
representation from an agent or 
agency to introduce me to the 
publishing world. It’s a matter of 
finding a publishing house that 
will pick me up and pair me with a 
manuscript,” Groves said. “I would 
prefer to work for a publishing house 
and with a team of people, rather 
than self-publish. I love the aspect of 
collaboration.” m

Collaborate with Arts Editor 
Caleb Wiseblood at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

COURTESY IMAGE BY NATALIE GROVES

FANTASTIC FOXES: Local artist Natalie Groves’ medium of choice is watercolor, although her whimsical illustrations usually start 
with a pencil, especially when dealing with furry subjects. “I love the texture of animal fur. I get really detailed, starting with a brown 
colored pencil, then layering with watercolor,” Groves said.

ART SCENE
Arts Briefs

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATALIE GROVES

BETWEEN THE LINES: As she continues to be inspired by literature and the magical worlds it can 
transport readers to, Natalie Groves (pictured) hopes that her illustrations will make their way into 
a children’s book of her own someday. She’s just looking for the right publisher to partner with.
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COURTESY IMAGE BY NATALIE GROVES

BIRD IS THE WORD: “For some reason, illustrating any kind 
of bird is a cinch, so I never worry over them,” said artist 
Natalie Groves.

Pure imagination
Local illustrator Natalie Groves 
transforms the Book Loft’s second floor 
into an art studio

Secret staircase
 Find out more about Solvang-based artist Natalie Groves at 
nataliegrovesillustration.com. Groves’ studio is located on the 
second floor of the Book Loft, at 1680 Mission Drive, Solvang.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Book & Lyrics by Marsha Norman Music by Lucy Simon

Spring Version

November 11 - December 23
 Marian Theatre, Santa Maria

Tickets on sale now at 
My805Tix.com 

Supporting local journalism, one ticket at a time.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com POWERED BY: &

Poignant Piano: 
Torsten Juul-Borre

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Light Up a Life 
Remembrance Ceremony 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Mission San Luis Obispo

Sip and Shop  
Holiday Market

SAT & SUN, DECEMBER 4 & 5
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Paint ‘n’ Sip at the 
Lighthouse #2

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Point San Luis Lighthouse

Health Freedom  
Celebration

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Tar Creek Ranch, Arroyo Grande

The Show Will Go On:  
All Together Now!

FRI, SAT, SUN, NOV 12, 13, 14
Santa Maria Civic Theatre

El Gran Festival  
de Musica Cubana

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
South Gate, California

10th Anniversary  
Garagiste Wine Festival
FRI & SAT, NOV. 12 & 13

Atascadero/Paso Robles

13th Annual  
New Times Music Awards

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
SLO Brew Rock

Barrel Room Concert:  
Bear Market Riot

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

El Gran Festival  
de Musica Cubana

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Morro Bay Community Center

Chakra Meditation  
and Breath Work

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
On the Beach, Morro Bay

In-Person Lighthouse Tours  
WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
Virtual Tours ON DEMAND
Point San Luis Lighthouse

Lee Ann’s “Grand Piano Vibes” 
Album Release Party

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Broad Street Public House, SLO

Sunset Yoga  
in Morro Bay

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 16
Cloisters Park, Morro Bay
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Written and directed by Wes Anderson (Rushmore, The Royal 
Tenenbaums, Moonrise Kingdom) based on a story by Roman 
Coppola and Hugo Guinness, The French Dispatch offers three 

main interconnected plots about The French Dispatch Magazine, a 
publication from the fictional French city of Ennui-sur-Blasé. (108 min.)

Glen: Essentially a satirical homage to the early years of The New 
Yorker magazine and some of its most storied writers (A.J. Liebling, 
James Thurber, Joseph Mitchell, James Baldwin, and Rosamond 
Bernier), The French Dispatch is as quirky, endearing, and engaging 
as all of Anderson’s work. By now, you probably know if you love 
Anderson or not, and if not, there’s no point in seeing this film if 
you’ve yet to be hooked by the likes of The Life Aquatic with Steve 
Zissou, The Darjeeling Limited, or The Grand Budapest Hotel—not 
to mention his two forays into stop-motion animation, Fantastic 
Mr. Fox and Isle of Dogs. You’re either a fan of Anderson’s carefully 
created tableaus—sets that seem more suited to theater productions 
than film, color schemes and set decorations so curated as to feel 
like miniatures, perfectly rendered characters simultaneously deeply 
familiar and utterly queer—or you’re not. I’m a massive Anderson 
fan. There’s not a one of his films I’m not ready to re-watch whenever 
the opportunity arises, this new one included. In fact, I could 
probably watch this film three times today and still not fully absorb 
all the little references he’s packed into it. It helps that Anderson has 
an amazing cast of actors who stick with him film after film. Bill 
Murray, Willem Dafoe, Tilda Swinton, Edward Norton, Frances 
McDormand, Adrien Brody, Jason Schwartzman, Owen Wilson, 
and Anjelica Huston (this film’s narrator) are regulars in his 
productions—familiar faces (and voices) I love to see (and hear). 
This is yet another wonderfully odd Anderson film. 

Anna: The guy certainly has a style, and as both of us are big fans, 
it’s always exciting to hear another Anderson flick is coming out. As 
you said, this follows his usual direction in style and storyline—one 

thing I love about this director is how he takes seemingly insignificant 
and small stories and creates an entire film around weaving them 
together. A lot of that is down to the characters and the wonderful 
cast he always manages to assemble. You have to bet these films are 
a ton of fun to work on with the big names he manages to pull every 
time. In “The Concrete Masterpiece,” Benicio del Toro is Moses, an 
incarcerated murderer who becomes the art world’s new “it guy” with 
his abstract paintings of his muse (and guard) Simone (Léa Seydoux). 
Tilda Swinton is J.K.L. Berensen, who is giving a lecture on Moses’ 
rise in the art scene—and her part is perfectly delivered even with a 
mouthful of prosthetic teeth that produce a whole different character 
to her voice. There is a bunch of smaller stories here, yet Anderson 
manages to keep all of his characters from getting lost. I imagine 
there’s a faction of people who just aren’t fans of his arthouse style, 
though I can’t imagine why. I find it absolutely charming.

Glen: The other two main 
stories—“Revisions to a 
Manifesto,” about a student 
uprising, and “The Private 
Dining Room of the Police 
Commissioner,” about a dinner 
interrupted by a kidnapping—
are equally captivating (pun 
intended!), as is the smaller story “The Cycling Reporter” about 
Herbsaint Sazerac’s (Owen Wilson) cycling tour of the town of 
Ennui, but it’s all tied together by the death of the magazine’s 
publisher, Arthur Howitzer Jr. (Murray), whose last will and 
testament directs that upon his death, The French Dispatch Magazine 
be terminated save for one farewell issue containing three articles 
from previous issues as well as Howitzer’s obituary. The film is 
essentially that issue—a sendoff to old-school journalism and 
journalists. I loved it.
Anna: It’s definitely going to appeal to those in the journalism biz! 
While visually very neat and tidy and with superior storytelling 
abilities, Anderson stays away from pretension and so do his actors. 
He can create something fascinating by first setting the mood. 
As you said, his sets are much more theater production style than 
something created for film, and that in itself puts the audience in a 
different state of mind. While he plays the head honcho, Murray’s 
part isn’t big here, but as always he plays it so coolly and with perfect 
finesse, and he’s in good company with his cast-mates. Something 
tells me this group is one that takes roles for the character, not the 
paycheck—something that can be hard to find in Hollywood. I hope 
Mr. Anderson keeps at it for as long as he can. While I do prefer some 
of his films over others, I truly do like them all. Like you, any time I 
come across one, I’ll watch it. Not only that, I own old-school DVDs 
of some that are tucked away in the closet for whenever I need a dose 
of his magic. It’s just fun with flair, and that’s all I need sometimes. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and freelancer Anna 
Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen compiles streaming listings. Comment 
at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

S U N S C R E E N @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

SUN SCREEN

Le quatrième pouvoir

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMERICAN EMPIRICAL PICTURES

BECAUSE JOURNALISM: Bill Murray stars as journalist Arthur Howitzer Jr., a 
unifying thread through three main stories told in auteur Wes Anderson’s 10th film, 
The French Dispatch.

THE WAY DOWN
What’s it rated? TV-MA                When? 2021
Where’s it showing? HBO Max
 “The higher the hair, the closer to God” has never been 
taken more seriously than by Gwen Shamblin Lara, founder of 
the Weigh Down program—an evangelical approach to weight 
loss. Taking evangelism to the extreme, Shamblin built an 
empire called the Remnant Fellowship that overtook the town it 
started in and soon many more followers as Shamblin gained 
fame. Instead of calorie counting and getting more exercise, 
Shamblin wrote book after book and developed entire programs 
based around praying away food addiction, and those programs 
ended up being run in churches all over the country. 
 One would hope Shamblin’s unhealthy teachings on weight 
were the grossest thing about her, but sadly, the empire she 
built, the cult of followers she ensnared, and the entanglement 
of her family in her corrupt business are the real story here. 
Shamblin; her husband, Joe Lara; son-in-law, Brandon; and 
four other church leaders were killed in a plane crash this past 
May, but her awful legacy lives on. Just a short list of her ideas 
on gaining God’s favor include encouraging members to hit 

their children with glue sticks and wooden spoons, making false 
sexual abuse claims against Joe’s ex-girlfriend to gain custody, 
and preaching that if you’ve got a bit of extra weight on you, it’s 
just because you don’t love God enough. 
 I was already aware of this woman and her vile teachings that 
made her filthy rich, but I learned even more from those once 
close to her about how destructive this cult 
has been to members and their loved ones. 
Two more episodes are slated to come out next 
year, and with many more people willing to talk 

now that Shamblin has left this earthly plane, there are bound 
be some even more shocking revelations to come. With only three 
episodes out now, this is an easily bingeable watch when you’re 
ready to get enraged. (three 55-min. episodes)

—Anna

SQUID GAME
What’s it rated? TV-MA                When? 2021
Where’s it showing? Netflix
 I have to admit, this Korean miniseries sounded pretty silly to 
me—a bunch of adults playing kids’ games … with their lives 
in the balance. However, after struggling through the beginning 
of the first episode, I quickly became hooked and binged 
through the remaining series over the course of a few days.
 The main character, Seong Gi-hun (Lee Jung-jae), is a 
degenerate gambler whose reckless ways led to a divorce, an 
estranged daughter, and an endangered ailing mother, who 
can’t afford treatment for diabetes because Gi-hun cashed in 
her insurance policy. When he gets the mysterious invitation to 

compete, he has nothing to lose.
Over the course of nine episodes, 

what unfolds is a morality play where the 
characters’ true colors are revealed. Some 

are heartless reprobates, but many are merely conflicted or 
caught up in terrible circumstances. With their lives on the line, 
they’re forced to make impossible choices. It’s riveting!
 The series goes off the rails a bit through the final few 
episodes as we learn the masterminds and machinations 
behind the games, but the final result is much better than the 
series’ premise. (in Korean, English, and Urdu; nine 60-min. 
episodes) m

—Glen

TV Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAMPFIRE AND HUNTLEY PRODUCTIONS PHOTO COURTESY OF SIREN PICTURES

THE FRENCH DISPATCH
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Where’s it showing? Regal Edwards 
RPX Santa Maria

(805) 621-5000
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria smith-electric.com

se habla español
805-868-0954
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Partner with us to sell your tickets!
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We offer competetive pricing and excellent local customer service. 

Work with the team you trust, who knows and cares about  
your organization, your events, and their success.

My805Tix.com
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Picture a bath bomb, except you’re 
dropping the delicate orb into 
a cup of mini marshmallows 

and hot, steaming milk. The sphere 
dissolves and you take a sip of what’s 
become hot chocolate.
 Cocoa bombs are one of Ashley 
Boscutti’s favorite items to prepare, 
as part of her cottage industry bakery, 
Bella Ann’s Sweets. Before her recent 
move to Nipomo, Boscutti was nearly 
a lifelong Lompoc resident, minus “a 
10-month stint to Massachusetts when 
I was 10 years old,” she said.
 The decision to relocate came from 
Boscutti and her husband’s longtime 

dream of “living the country life” and 
finding the perfect property to not 
only live on, but to grow their own 
food as well.
 “The transition from Lompoc to 
Nipomo was effortless,” Boscutti said. 
“I am enjoying the space and beauty 
of Nipomo as well as the wonderful 
people I am meeting every day.”
 Regular customers of Bella Ann’s 
Sweets (which Boscutti founded 
in 2012) can rejoice in the fact that 
Boscutti’s new home kitchen in 
Nipomo is fully equipped for her 
to continue baking her signature 
sweet and savory treats, from French 
macarons to soft pretzels.

 Boscutti named the bakery after her 
daughter, Isabella Ann, as the business 
came to fruition shortly after she was 
born. Although she had loved baking 
as a hobby since childhood, Boscutti 
didn’t think about it as a potential 
career until this time period. 
 “As I had more time staying at home 
with my first child, Isabella, I was able 
to be creative and explore new recipes,” 
said Boscutti, whose baking hobby 
evolved into a cottage-licensed business.
 While she offers delivery options 
for large orders to most Central Coast 
residents—all of San Luis Obispo 
County and parts of Santa Barbara 
County—Boscutti also frequently 
takes her baked treats to local farmers’ 
markets, festivals, and other special 
events. The historic Madonna Inn in 
SLO and the Filipino Community 
Center of Santa Maria Valley are 
among some of the most recent venues 
where Boscutti has hosted pop-up 
displays for her business. 

 In mid-October, 
a box of Boscutti’s 
baked goods was 
included in a silent 
auction at Kennedy 
Fitness in Arroyo 
Grande. More than 
50 local vendors 
participated in the 
fundraiser, which 
included other 
food items as well 
as handcrafted 
jewelry, pottery, 
clothing, paintings, 
and other giftable 
items. Proceeds of 
the event benefited 
the family of 
Kristin Smart.
 “I wanted to 
be part of the 
healing and show 
my support for the 
family and the community,” said 
Boscutti, whose package included four 
hot cocoa bombs and four holiday-
themed disposable mugs, bundled 

together in a festive gift box.
 With Thanksgiving and Christmas 
just around the corner, Boscutti is 

COUNTY FLAIR: Lompoc native Ashley Boscutti (pictured) recently moved to Nipomo, where she continues to operate her cottage-licensed home bakery, Bella 
Ann’s Sweets. Boscutti frequently takes her baked goods to farmers’ markets, festivals, and pop-up events throughout SLO and Santa Barbara counties.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BELLA ANN’S SWEETS

MUG SHOT: Ashley Boscutti said one of the reasons she enjoys making hot cocoa bombs so much is 
because the different design possibilities feel “endless.”

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

FOOD

Home, sweet home
Ashley Boscutti brings her cottage industry bakery, 
Bella Ann’s Sweets, to new home in Nipomo

BLUE OCTOBER: Bella Ann’s Sweets unveiled one of its newest fudge 
flavors, Cookie Monster, in October. This creamy vanilla fudge is laced with 
Oreos and chocolate chip cookies.

EATS continued page 24

Oven on their minds
For more info on Bella Ann’s Sweets, 

visit facebook.com/bellaannsweets or 
bellaannssweets.com. Cottage baker 
Ashley Boscutti offers delivery options 
for large orders to most Central Coast 
residents (all of San Luis Obispo County 
and parts of Santa Barbara County), 
and she also frequently takes her 
baked treats to local farmers’ markets, 
festivals, and other special events.

OPEN: Mon–Fri 9am–6pm · Sat 9am–1pm

1504 SOUTH BROADWAY EAST, SANTA MARIA • WWW.HEALTHMART.COM

JDX PHARMACY

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment 
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you 

with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.

Your Local Pharmacy 
and Medical Equipment 

Supply Source

Medical equipment:
• Hospital beds
• Lift chairs
• Wheelchairs
•  Bathroom safety 

products
• and more

Medicine:
• Prescription medicine
• Cold medicine
• Cough syrup
• Cough drops
• Flu medicine
• Pain relief medicine

805-922-1747

ARTISAN MADE CASUAL APPAREL

At the State Street Promenade 
in Santa Barbara

MLHDESIGNS.COM

THURS. EVENINGS,  STARTING NOV. 11 

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca
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VOLUNTEERS January 13

HEALTH & WELLNESS January 27

OUTDOORS February 17

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO TODAY

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968 · advertising@santamariasun.com

HOLIDAY 
GUIDE
BOOK ADS BY: November 18
PUBLICATION DATE: November 25

Get your business in 
front of 100,000+ local 
readers and shoppers

LAST-MINUTE 
GIFT GUIDE
BOOK ADS BY: December 3
PUBLICATION DATE: December 9

Help our readers find the 
perfect last-minute gifts

BOYS & GIRLS 
CLUB
BOOK ADS BY: December 24
PUBLICATION DATE: December 30

Sponsor a child’s drawing 
in the Boys & Girls Club 
newsletter

UPCOMING SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

gearing up for holiday orders. Over the years, 
one of her most popular seasonal items has been 
her decorate-your-own-cookie kit. 
 “I have a theme for each holiday. For example, 
for Thanksgiving, my cookie shapes are leaves, 
turkeys, and acorns, and the colors are green, 
orange, brown, and yellow,” Boscutti said. 
“Sprinkles or special toppings are included.”
 Boscutti’s hot cocoa bombs can be equally 
festive, if not more so. 
Around Halloween time, 
Bella Ann’s Sweets offered a 
colorful selection of cocoa 
bombs decorated to resemble 
pumpkins and mummy 
faces. Boscutti said one of the 
reasons she enjoys making 

cocoa bombs so much is because the different 
design possibilities feel “endless.”
 Sometimes, as a reward after finishing a 
large order, she’ll munch on some of her savory 
bakes—her jalapeño and cheese soft pretzels 
were highly coveted during a recent pop-up 
event at Willow Pumpkin Patch in Nipomo.
 “I find myself nibbling on the soft pretzels,” 

Boscutti said, “they just 
comfort me when I work hard 
in the kitchen.” m

These pretzels are making Arts 
Editor Caleb Wiseblood thirsty. 
Send comments to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.
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CHEESE AND THANK YOU: Ashley Boscutti’s jalapeño and 
cheese soft pretzels were highly coveted during a recent pop-
up event at Willow Pumpkin Patch in Nipomo.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BELLA ANN’S SWEETS

WHAT IS THY BIDDING? Ashley Boscutti recently donated a 
box of her baked goods to a special silent auction in Arroyo 
Grande. Proceeds of the fundraiser benefited the family of 
Kristin Smart. Boscutti’s package included four hot cocoa 
bombs and four holiday-themed disposable mugs, bundled 
together in a festive gift box.EATS from page 23

Win this 
guitar!

This beautiful Ernie Ball guitar 
could be yours! Based on 
the original 1970s Music 
Man designs, the Vintage 
Tobacco Cutlass RS has 
been re-engineered to deliver 
unparalleled playability 
and performance. It 
has a retail value of 
$2,499.

One raffle ticket 
is $10 or get three 
tickets for $25.

The guitar will be 
raffled at the 
New Times 
Music Awards 
on November 
12th at SLO 
Brew Rock.

Get tickets at My805Tix.com

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805-623-7111 
belloforno.com

DINE AL FRESCO, INDOOR, OR TO-GO 
Great family meals too!

Voted Best Orcutt Restaurant 
and Best Pizza in N. SB County!

Pear & Prosciutto

2 ways 2 order!
BelloForno.com or 805-623-7111
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CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV 
to receive a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS 
Recognized. Top Value Guaran-
teed. Free Estimate and Pickup. 
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration by 
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: porscherestora-
tion@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

HELP WANTED
Cook for Brazilian grill and hot dishes needed in Buellton. Also need 
cashier/ buffet helper, and dishwasher. Contact alebruvino@gmail.
com for details.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

LOOKING TO RENT
Single Senior Seeking 

Rental
Santa Maria area, HUD voucher, 
Call 775-910-8493.

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE NOW

1010 S. Broadway #F 
1,035 sq.ft. 

Rent $1.50 per sq.ft.

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY FOR SALE
1520 E. Donovan · $1,800,000 

Great location. Property located in 
the Northeast side of Santa Maria. 
Rare M-2 industrial/manufacturing 
zoning. 1.6 acre parcel. Easy access 

to Highway 101. (Do not enter 
property without an appointment.)

*Contact your agent for more 
information*

WE TAKE THE 
HEADACHE OUT 

OF PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

1235 DOVE MEADOW, SOLVANG Amazing 4.42 acre oak-studded property situated 
in the Santa Ynez Oaks tract. Watch the sun rise and set from panoramic views 
of the Santa Ynez Valley on one side & Solvang’s rolling countryside on the other. 
Spacious main house w/ 2 car garage as well as a separate 2 BD guest house 
with its own 2 car garage. Main home boasts 3 BD on main floor & several other 
rooms downstairs w/ unlimited possibilities for additional guest quarters, home 
gym, home theater, your own business w/ separate entrance & tons of storage. 
Main level has a beautiful kitchen w/ amazing views and a formal dining room & 
cozy family room w/ real wood floors. Home is fully powered by Sunpower solar 
panels. Spacious patio area on lower level, massive deck area off of main living 
area. Outside you will find a massive 50x50 insulated barn/workshop w/ two 
14x14 doors. This building has electricity and can house anything from your Huge 
RV to your boats and other toys. Building also has a separate office area in case 
you want to run your business out of it. Beyond the residence, guest house & shop, 
there are large open areas where you could grow grapes or create other outdoor 
entertaining areas. There is so much room to grow & create your own paradise in 
one of California’s most prized areas. Call your agent today for an appointment! 
*Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed* (DO123)  $2,950,000

519 W. TAYLOR #413, SANTA MARIA  Senior Living in beautiful Casa Grande. This 2 
bedroom 1.75 bathroom is located on a quiet little street across from a greenbelt 
in the park - spacious and open. In the main living area there’s tile flooring and 
carpet in bedrooms. The kitchen is tastefully updated with granite counter tops. 
This home offers vaulted ceilings, laundry, and sunroom. The sunroom adds great 
extra space for entertaining or lounging. Currently it is being used as an office 
and storage. The private backyard has a nice covered patio with a mature lemon 
tree! (519TA)  $157,990

184 ORCUTT VIEW CT, SANTA MARIA, CA Opportunity is Knocking!!! This 3 bedroom, 
1.75 bathroom unit offers a beautifully remodeled kitchen with granite counter 
tops and stainless steel appliances with the dining area that is open to the living 
room, bonus area that is currently being used as an office, this is a great open 
space. All three bedrooms are upstairs. The main bedroom features a walk in 
closet and more cabinet space for storage, its own bathroom with double sinks! 
One bathroom is downstairs that includes a shower. This unit offers a private patio 
and single car garage. Located close to shopping, restaurants, and schools in 
Old town Orcutt. Call your agent today for your private showing! (184OR) $379,990

OPEN HOUSE  
Sun 11/7 1-3pm

NEW LISTING

(702) 210-7725

WE BUY:
• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS

• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS

CA$H 
on the SPOT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

We Come To You

Like us on  
Facebook
SantaMariaSun

DIRECTV -  Watch your favorite 
live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top 
premium channels than DISH. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home? 
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home! Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-998-1460 
FREE Consultation. Local Attor-
neys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
(Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At 
home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. FREE First 
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE Brochure. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insur-
ance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
1-888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of 
$444/year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Ser-
vices’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million of 
the state’s readers who are an 
engaged audience, makes our 
services an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more info 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR ANTIQUE GUNS
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items. Stone Indian bowls. Free 
evaluation. Collecting since 
1974. 805-610-0903

Wanted to buy: Peacock chair 
(high-back wicker chair with 
wrap-around arms) Call (820)-
899-0410

LEGAL SERVICES
The difference in winning and los-
ing an election is how campaign 
dollars are spent. Get the best 
ROI by using our deep relation-
ships in every
community in California. Our 
on-the-ground knowledge is in-
dispensable to campaigns that 
want results. For more info on 
multi-market ethnic and non-eth-
nic solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE 
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, un-
filed tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 1-855-
970-2032 (CalSCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 
(cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving!  Speak to 
a Relocation Specialist, call 844-
857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  
points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $1Mil to lend on 

California Real Estate*

Follow us 
on Instagram

@SantaMariaSun
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TIMO’S AUTO WRECKING, LLC

1000s OF PARTS AVAILABLE!
880 SHERIDAN RD.  ARROYO GRANDE

CALL TODAY!  805-343-7747
NOSTROS NOS
ENCARGAMOS
DEL PAPELEO
DEL DMV

DON’T LET THAT JUNK SIT
GET RID OF IT!

WE BUY CARS, TRUCKS & VANS · ANY MAKE MODEL AND YEAR!
DOESN’T PASS SMOG? NO PROBLEM!

WE TAKE 
CARE OF ALL 

THE PAPER 
WORK!

JUNK 
CARS 

WANTED 
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7:00 - 8:00 AM

8-9 AM | 2:20-4:20 PM

Stoney
hours!

Wake n’
bake,

nhcdispensaries.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS

C
10

-0000388-LIC

Every drop 
counts
Do your part!
•  take shorter showers

•  turn taps off tightly so  
they don’t drip

•  repair leaks promptly

•  only run full loads in the dishwasher, 
washing machine

•  install low-flow shower heads and toilets

•  save flushes where you can

•  turn off water when washing dishes, 
brushing teeth, shaving

•  reuse greywater to water plants

•  water landscaping when it’s cool outside 
(morning or evening)  to avoid evaporation

•  use a timer when watering

•  plant drought-tolerant landscaping that 
doesn’t need much water

The ONLY auto classified 
magazine on the Central 
Coast with 8,500 copies 

distributed and 3x 
readership value!

FREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR 

PRIVATE 
PARTIES

Contact us to book 
your ad today

805-543-9050
photoadslo.com

Your  
#1 local  

print 
source  

for new  
& used  

cars 
from  

santa 
Barbara  
to Paso 
Robles

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

REDUCE

 REUSE

  RECYCLE
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

AGUAS FRESCAS!
All Occasion Catering 

PRE-BOXED OR MADE ON LOCATION

(805) 264-8782  @rnjcatering

ON-SITE 
TACO 
BAR!

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

Determination               
is KEY!

EXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

325 E. Betteravia Road Suite B-4, Santa Maria · (805) 925-0464
  facebook.com/coelhomusic1 · coelho_music@msn.com · coelhomusic.com

Music Lessons for All Ages!

MUSIC LESSONS, INSTRUMENT SALES, SERVICE & ACCESSORIES

• Piano
• Drums 
• Violin  
• Guitar 
• Sax  
• Ukulele 
•  And much 

more!

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839
Mon/Tue/Thurs 4pm - 10pm

Wed-Closed • Fri/Sat 12 - 10:30 
Sun 12pm - 10pm

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C, Lompoc 
(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 · Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 · backporchflowers.net
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

deaseesboutique.com

(805) 608-3847
www.vippestsolutions.com 
2520 Skyway Dr. #A Santa Maria

Pest & Termite 
Control Company  
Local and Family Owned

Over 75+ combined years experience
Discounts on new and prepay accounts

FREE Termite Inspections for Pest Control Clients

15% OFF set up fee for NEW customers

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

1138 W. Church St., SM
805-922-9001

DAILY LUNCH 
SPECIALS

La Perla 
Market  
& Deli

STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, Santa Maria

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook 
& Instagram

*Diamond
Plus Provider

Voted BEST ORTHODONTIST in  
Northern Santa Barbara County  

6 years in a row!

Dr. Specht’s


