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Park and other 
programs [6]
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F
eeding America estimates that food insecurity among 

children in Santa Barbara County increased by 47 percent 

from 2019 to 2020. And much of that need is in Northern 

Santa Barbara County, where the Foodbank hosts eight of 

its 12 summer Picnic in the Park sites for kids who receive free 

and reduced price meals during the school year. Staff Writer 

Malea Martin talks to the Foodbank and parents about feeding 

the hungry and how COVID-19 changed access to programs like 

Picnic in the Park [6]. 
 You can also read about Santa Barbara County’s fight over 

water as it declares a drought emergency [4]; a couple of artists 

who agree on one thing [21]; and a new place to cool off during 

the hot days [24]. 
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SINCE 2000
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Determination               
is KEY!

EXERCISE IS ESSENTIAL
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

David Ikola, M.D. Shane Rostermundt, D.O. Joseph Nunez, M.D. Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

Geronna Leonards, N.P.Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P. Jessica Prather, C.N.P.

8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8
www.pmgsm.com1430 E. Main St.

Santa Maria, CA

Pediatric Medical Group wants to ensure all 
newborns, infants, children and adolescents 

are up-to-date on their comprehensive well-child 
care, inclusive of appropriate screenings, 
complete physical exam, laboratory exams, 

fluoride varnish and vaccines. 

Pediatric Medical Group is scheduling well exam visits for 
children of all ages. Strict safety precautions have been put 
in place to ensure the safety of patients and their parents.

• We provide rapid COVID-19 tests (15 Min results) Flu tests, and Flu vaccines.
• All individuals entering the building are pre-screened and temperature is taken.

• Face masks are required to be worn
• Only well-patient visits are seen inside the building

• All sick visits are seen either outside in a tent or via telehealth
• Strict sanitation practices are in place including 

disinfecting exam rooms after each visit.

Call to schedule your child’s well exam today.

Monday – Friday 
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Thank you for taking a stand!

“A man who takes a stand  
against domestic violence...

he does not stand by;  
he is part of the solution.”

Domestic Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara County  •  805.963.4458  •  dvsolutions.org

*With us in spirit and forever in our hearts
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or demeaning behavior in 

themselves or others.
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Santa Barbara County declares 
drought emergency as it 
contends with water lawsuit
 The Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors declared a local drought emergency 
at a July 13 meeting. The proclamation comes 
on the heels of Central Coast Water Authority 
(CCWA) filing a lawsuit against the county last 
month after the board put limits on the agency’s 
ability to sell excess water outside of the county. 
While board members feel this resolution was 
necessary to conserve the county’s meager water 
supply, CCWA believes it makes it harder for the 
agency to do its job.
 CCWA is a public entity that maintains water 
resources in parts of Northern Santa Barbara 
County, Santa Ynez Valley, and the South Coast. 
It’s responsible for delivering water from the 
State Water Project to project participants, which 
includes the cities of Santa Maria, Guadalupe, 
Buellton, and Solvang. 
 CCWA and other state contractors negotiated 
some amendments to their contract with the 
California Department of Water Resources, 
“which basically frees up the ability of the 29 
state contractors to buy and sell water more freely 
amongst themselves,” Executive Director Ray 
Stokes explained. 
 But as the contract holder, the county also had 
to approve those amendments before they could 
go into effect. 
 “[The Board of Supervisors] adopted a 
resolution that greatly prohibits our ability to sell 
water out of the county,” Stokes said. “CCWA, 
along with each of our eight public member 
agencies, have initiated litigation against the 
county challenging their application of this 
resolution.”
 The board’s April 2021 decisions do allow 
CCWA to import State Water Project water from 
other entities more freely. But “the resolution 
also protects regional supplies by requiring any 
[State Water Project] water sale be first offered to 
CCWA member agencies,” a county staff letter to 
the board explains.
 Supervisors said during the April 20 meeting 
that the limitation is necessary to conserve water 
within the county in a time of severe drought. 
 “We, as the contract holder, are a stopgap to 
prevent shortsighted financial decisions that 
could make us more at risk as we go into the next 
drought,” 1st District Supervisor Das Williams 

said at the April 20 meeting. “And also to ensure 
that there’s more of an incentive for intra-county 
[water] transfers.”
 From CCWA’s perspective, the board’s 
resolution creates more red tape and 
inefficiencies. 
 “Obviously the drought is very concerning, 
and I’m very concerned about next year,” Stokes 
told the Sun. “We need to have all the tools in 
our toolbox to be able to really manage our water 
supplies. And that includes sales of state water 
when it’s in excess of the needs of our member 
agencies. To cut that off is ignoring good water 
management.”
 Acting Public Works Director for the city of 
Santa Barbara Joshua Haggmark voiced similar 
concerns during the April 20 board meeting. 
Santa Barbara is one of CCWA’s eight local 
members.
 “The additional requirements ignore the 
realities of the water markets, which you know 
are weather-dependent and thus dynamic, at 
times requiring CCWA and its members to move 
quickly to avoid the loss of water,” Haggmark 
said. “The proposed conditions interfere with our 
ability to manage our water supply planning.”
 Santa Barbara County Water Agency 
Manager Matt Young said county counsel isn’t 
commenting on the lawsuit at this time. But he 
did say that the last 10 years represent the driest 
decade for Santa Barbara County in recorded 
history.
 “It doesn’t create any specific policy changes, 
but it allows the county to take action to respond 
to drought conditions,” Young said of the board’s 
recent drought emergency proclamation. “Local 
purveyors, water districts, all have their own 
individual set of drought stages, with each stage 
requiring different levels of conservation. Now 
that the county has made that proclamation they 
can move into different stages of drought.” 

—Malea Martin 

Guadalupe works to establish 
commercial cannabis permit 
application criteria 
 Guadalupe is working to flesh out the finer 
details of its recently passed cannabis ordinance, 
and although that process might take slightly 
longer than initially expected, potential business 
owners could be able to apply for cannabis 
business permits before the summer’s end.   

 On May 25, Guadalupe City Council 
adopted an ordinance allowing commercial 
cannabis businesses. Unlike other city cannabis 
ordinances on the Central Coast that detail the 
number of cannabis retail permits allowed and 
criteria for permit approval, Guadalupe’s bare 
bones ordinance was pushed quickly through 
the approval process to avoid what city staff 
said would have been a costly and unnecessary 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
review process. 
 Now Guadalupe is going back into the 
ordinance to establish various application 
procedures, including the criteria that will be 
used to vet applicants and grant commercial 
cannabis business permits, fees that will be 
charged to process applications, and the number 
and kinds of cannabis businesses that will be 
allowed to operate in the city. 
 Although city staff had anticipated bringing 
resolutions determining such guidelines 
to City Council at its July 27 meeting, City 
Administrator Todd Bodem said it will likely take 
a little more time to get full approval. 
 “The community is really tight here, and City 
Council, they all live here, and they want to make 
sure they’re working with ironclad, really solid 
businesses,” Bodem said. 
 At a meeting on July 13, Guadalupe City 
Council discussed a proposed procedure that 
would create a three-phased cannabis business 
permit application process. In phase 1, according 
to a city staff report, the city would decide 
whether a potential applicant is even eligible to 
apply. In phase 2, applicants would be ranked 
based on criteria like proposed location, business 
plan, considerations of equity and diversity, 
safety and security, the applicant’s compatibility 
with neighbors, and potential community 
investments proposed by the applicant. Phase 3 
would include a presentation and interview with 
City Council. 
 City Council also needs to decide how much 
it will charge businesses to process cannabis 
business permit applications, although city staff 
estimate that such application fees will range 
from $8,500 to $10,000, according to the city 
staff report. 
 Bodem said City Council suggested some 
minor changes to the scoring criteria at the July 
13 meeting, but council members were generally 
in favor of the proposed three-phase approach. 
 Once the application process is established, 

• Gov. Gavin Newsom signed SB 129, the state 
budget agreement dubbed the California Comeback 
Plan, on July 12. “The California Comeback Plan 
focuses on providing relief to those that need it 
most and major investments to address the state’s 
most persistent challenges,” a July 12 statement 
from Newsom’s office said. “The plan provides 
immediate cash relief to middle-class families and 
businesses hit hardest by the pandemic, creating the 
biggest state tax rebate in American history and the 
largest small-business relief package in the nation.” 
According to the governor’s office, two out of every 
three Californians will qualify to get $600 stimulus 
checks from the plan, for a total payout of $12 
billion. Qualified families with children will receive 
an additional $500. The legislation also includes 
a renter assistance package. “The plan provides a 
total of $5.2 billion to help low-income renters and 
landlords, covering 100 percent of back-rent and all 
prospective rent for several months into the future,” 
the statement said, as well as $2 billion for past-due 
utilities. The stimulus package additionally creates 
direct small business grants and the California 
Competes Tax Credit grant program to incentivize 
businesses to come to California.

• California added more than 70,000 jobs last 
month, according to a July 16 statement from Gov. 
Gavin Newsom. “Before the pandemic, a 98,500-job 
increase was California’s largest job gain on record; 
since February, we’ve averaged 111,740 new jobs 
per month,” Newsom said in the statement. “These 
are promising figures that represent paychecks for 
Californians, but we still have a long way to go and 
refuse to take anything for granted—the $100 billion 
California Comeback Plan makes investments right 
back into Californians, the biggest economic stimulus 
program in state history to bring us roaring back.” The 
state’s unemployment rate stayed steady from May 
to June at 7.7 percent, according to the Employment 
Development Department. Santa Barbara County’s 
June rate was lower than the state average at 5.9 
percent, though it increased from May’s rate of 5.4 
percent. Pre-pandemic unemployment rates in the 
county hovered around 3 to 4 percent, indicating 
that the local economy still has some ground to 
make up. But compared with a year ago, most local 
industries are doing significantly better. Professional 
and business services in Santa Barbara County have 
6,300 more employees compared to a year ago, and 
leisure and hospitality had 3,100 more workers last 
month than in June 2020. 

• State Sen. Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara) 
recently commended the United Way of Santa Barbara 
County for its rental assistance program, which has 
given out more than $14 million to local residents. 
“Thank you to United Way of Santa Barbara County 
for continuing to support our communities with rental 
assistance and covering other pandemic-related 
financial losses,” Limón said in a Facebook post. She 
added that AB 832, which Limón voted in favor of 
and was approved by the governor in late June, “will 
allocate more funding to help tenants and landlords.” 
The United Way is no longer accepting applications 
for its rental assistance program due to a high 
volume of applicants, according to the organization’s 
website, but other COVID-19 relief resources are 
available at unitedwaysb.org/covid19. To learn more 
about state rental resources and assistance, visit 
housing.ca.gov. m

Political Watch

S P O T L I G H T  8

BRIEFS

NEWS continued page 5

FILE PHOTO BY HENRY BRUINGTON

LOW LEVEL LAKE: Due to the drought, Cachuma Reservoir is only at about 55 percent capacity right now according to Santa Barbara County Public Works.
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Bodem said the city will start accepting and 
considering applications for cannabis business 
permits, a process that he hopes will begin 
sometime around the end of August. 
 City staff estimate that commercial cannabis 
could generate between $150,000 and $250,000 
in tax revenue for Guadalupe each year, which 
Bodem said could be a big help to a city that has 
long struggled financially. 

—Kasey Bubnash

Santa Maria-Bonita students 
taste-test milk as the district 
chooses a new vendor
 Three dairy vendors are bidding on Santa 
Maria-Bonita School District’s dairy contract 
to provide students with milk for their free 
breakfast and lunch meals. 
 On July 16 Robert Bruce Elementary third 
and fourth graders participating in the Migrant 
Summer School program put the cartons of 
milk to the test.
 Typically, vendors submit their proposal 
to an evaluation committee consisting of 
five district staff members who analyze and 
score the proposals based on competence and 
responsiveness, supplemental questionnaire 
and references, Food Safety-HACCP Plan and 
Plant Security, and reasonable proposed cost of 
services. 
 Part of this process includes a tasting of the 
product by staff or students. 
 During the recent taste test, about 40 students 
were split into four groups and brought into a 
classroom, one group at a time, where milk from 

Producers Dairy, Alta Dena Dairy, and Crystal 
Creamery was placed in front of them, according to 
district public information officer Maggie White.
 Students were instructed to take a sip from 
the carton and rate the taste by giving it a happy 
or sad face. 
 “I would say that the students took it very 
seriously. They would take a sip of the milk and 
you could see the wheels turning in their brain,” 
White said. 
 The taste test, she said, was a way to inform the 
school board on what milk the students preferred. 
The test won’t be a deciding factor, but the district’s 
food service department stated that if there was one 
vendor that got lower than a 60 percent approval 
rating it would not go forward as part of the choices 
the school board would consider. 
 The school board will decide on the 2021-22 
milk vendor at the July 21 board meeting. Santa 
Maria-Bonita usually serves about 2.5 million 
meals during a normal school year, White said. 
 During the 2020-21 school year, classrooms 
were closed, but the district still provided 1.3 
million meals.
 Of the nearly 17,000 students who attend 
school within the district, 42 percent eat 
breakfast at school and 87 percent of students eat 
a school-provided lunch. 
 About 89 percent of students qualify under 
federal family income guidelines for free or 
reduced price meals, but 100 percent of students 
are eligible for no-cost meals thanks to the 
federal universal feeding program. 
 The program provides meals to students 
regardless of their family’s income. 
 Santa Maria-Bonita has participated in this 
program since 2005. m

—Karen Garcia
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NEWS from page 4

A City of Santa Maria Transit Division (SMAT) is holding two public meetings on Thursday, July 29th 
open to all businesses, vendors, and community partners with an interest in public transportation. 
The first public meeting will start at 4:30 p.m. and the other at 5:30 p.m. Due to ongoing public 
safety concerns, opportunities for remote viewing are being made available at this time.

City Transit Division to Host DBE, ADA No-Show,  
and Public Engagement Manual Public Meeting

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Webinar ID: 851 8341 4451 
Link to join Webinar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85183414451

MEETING 1 - THURSDAY, JULY 29TH

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Webinar ID 852 4657 7030
Link to join Webinar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85246577030

MEETING 2 - THURSDAY, JULY 29TH

(805) 925-0951

Winning 
Images

Wayne Angeloty, 2021

26th Annual Photography 
Contest & Exhibition
Come see the show!

WINNING PHOTOS ARE ON  
DISPLAY THRU JULY AT 

STUDIOS ON THE PARK 
1130 Pine Street, Paso Robles · (805) 238-9800

NewTimesSLO.com · SantaMariaSun.com · PhotoShopSLO.com · StudiosOnThePark.org
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BY MALEA MARTIN

On July 14, local resident Maria 
drove up to Minami Park around 
11:30 a.m. Two smiling Foodbank 

volunteers opened a large cooler and 
handed her two pre-packaged meals. 
Patsy Aguirre, who has volunteered 
with the Foodbank for the last four 
years, said that she typically hands out 
70 to 80 meals in an hour at the park. 
 Minami is one of 12 Picnic in the 
Park locations throughout the county, 
a summertime Santa Barbara County 
Foodbank initiative that provides free, 
nutritious meals to anyone with kids. 
 Maria has two young kids who, 
like any growing children, are always 
hungry. As a working parent, she said 
it can be hard to keep up, and food 
prices are higher than ever. 
 When the pandemic hit, Maria, 
who asked the Sun not to use her last 
name, said she was referred to the 
Santa Barbara County Foodbank by 
Social Services. 
 “Then, every chance I could get 
I would try to go to the Foodbank,” 
she said. 
 The Picnic in the Park program 
is particularly convenient for Maria 
because she can just drive up, grab the 
meals she needs, and then head back 
to work. During the school year, the 
Santa Maria-Bonita School District 
provides free meals to kids, but the 
Foodbank steps up to fill that gap 
during the summer. 
 “It’s hard with the work schedule, 
and even though my husband and I 
work full time, getting food is harder 
because it’s more expensive,” Maria 
said. “Since the kids are at home the 
whole time, then they eat more.”

 While the food needs from the 
community have increased since the 
pandemic, Picnic in the Park started 
long before. Foodbank Director of 
Community Programs and Education 
Lacey Baldiviez said the initiative 
began in 2011, so this year marks the 
program’s 10th anniversary. Feeding 
America estimates that food insecurity 
among children in Santa Barbara 
County increased by 47 percent from 
2019 to 2020, Baldiviez said.
 “Picnic in the Park with the 
Foodbank is only through the 
summer,” Baldiviez explained. “It’s for 
students who are normally receiving 
free and reduced lunch with their 
schools, to be able to access that food 
outside of school during the summer.”
 Before the pandemic, students 
would have to come with their parents 
to receive the meals and were required 
to eat them on-site. 
 “During COVID, they had to 
change all of those regulations,” 
Baldiviez said. “It’s a USDA funded 
program, so [the regulations] came 
from the federal government, which 
allowed parents to drive through 
[and] take it off-site. They could pick 
up as many meals for their kids as 
they wanted, and the kids did not 
have to be present. … That changed 
to allow families to just drive through 
and take their meals home to however 
many kids they told us they had.”
 Eight of the 12 Picnic in the 
Park sites are in mid or Northern 
Santa Barbara County, with one in 
Guadalupe, five in Santa Maria, one 
in Los Alamos, and one in Solvang. 
Baldiviez said 70 to 75 percent of the 
Foodbank’s services are in North 
County. 

 U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa 
Barbara) visited an installment of the 
No Kid Hungry Free Summer Meal 
Concert Series on July 14, hosted 
at Canalino School in Carpinteria. 
Foodbank volunteers from the Picnic 
in the Park program, who hand out 
lunches every Monday through Friday 
at Canalino, were present. Baldiviez 
said No Kid Hungry helps to promote 
the Foodbank’s program across the 
county with its concert series, which 
have so far happened at Minami Park, 
Grogan Park, and the most recent one 
that Carbajal attended at Canalino 
Elementary.
 Carbajal stressed the importance 
of these programs in the community, 
especially during the summer when 
school districts aren’t providing free 
meals. 
 “It was drawing attention to how 
important those programs are, but 
more importantly drawing attention 
to the fact that even in communities 
here along the Central Coast that 
are very affluent, we have significant 
poverty and children’s poverty 
amongst us,” Carbajal said. “In Santa 
Barbara County, it’s an 18.5 percent 
food insecurity rate. It tells us that 
our work is cut out for us.”
 Carbajal said that a lot of the 
county’s food insecurity, and the 
disproportionate amount in North 
County, comes back to poverty. He 
said Santa Barbara County has the 
third highest poverty rate in the state. 
 “It comes down to wages and 
incomes,” he said. “A lot of the 
children obviously come from working 
families that are challenged every day 
to make ends meet. Families have to 
make choices between buying more 
food or paying utilities or rent. These 
are the choices many families have to 
make day in, day out. That’s why these 
programs are so important.”
 The pandemic increased need on 
one hand, but also catalyzed funding 
expansion for federal meal programs. 
 “A good amount of the funding 

comes from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture for the summer meal 
programs,” Carbajal said. “A lot of 
funding was gained from many of the 
economic COVID relief packages, the 
American Rescue Plan, the CARES 
act. Many of these pieces of legislation 
made the funding possible for these 
programs to continue.”
 Carbajal’s office also encourages 
eligible families to secure the child 
tax credit, also part of the American 
Rescue Plan. The plan increased the 
credit from $2,000 to $3,000 per child 
for children older than the age of 6, 
and to $3,600 for children yonger 

than 6. It also raised the age limit 
from 16 to 17. 
 According to the White House’s 
website, families qualify for the credit 
if they make up to $150,000 for a 
couple or $112,500 for a single parent. 
Those who filed taxes this year or last 
year, or signed up for stimulus checks, 
will automatically receive payments. 
Payments started hitting accounts July 
15, but those who didn’t file taxes can 
still sign up at whitehouse.gov/child-
tax-credit/sign-up. m

Reach Staff Writer Malea Martin at 
mmartin@santamariasun.com.

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SBC FOODBANK

DRIVE THROUGH: Parents can drive up and get meals for their kids from Foodbank volunteers at 
various locations Monday through Friday. 

Feeding kids all summer
Santa Barbara County Foodbank’s Picnic in the Park program provides 
nutritious meals to local kids when school isn’t in session

Summer lunches 
 Picnic in the Park will happen Monday through Friday until Aug. 6 at the following North County locations: 
11 a.m. to noon at River View Townhomes in Guadalupe; 11 a.m. to noon at Minami Park in Santa Maria; 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Arellanes Junior High School in Santa Maria; 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Santa 
Maria Boys and Girls Club; noon to 1 p.m. at Tunnell Park in Santa Maria; 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. at Grogan Park in 
Santa Maria; 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. at Solvang Elementary School. Until July 30, meals will be served from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Los Alamos Park.  

ADVERTISE 
YOUR EVENT

FREE
BE A PART OF OUR CALENDAR/EVENT LISTINGS
· Go to SANTAMARIASUN.COM

· Click on SUBMIT AN EVENT

·  Enter your event’s info! Upload a photo for a chance to be featured as a Hot Date
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A lot of times the hardest call to
make is that first one. At the

North County Rape Crisis and
Child Protection Center,

Advocates are available 7 days a
week to help. If you or someone

you know needs help for past
sexual abuse or something
recent, help is available. All

Advocates are trained in trauma-
informed care and are here to

help. It's easy to feel stuck
thinking no one can help, but help
exists. Call today to free yourself

805-736-7273 or email
office@ncrccpc.org. All services
are confidential and available in

English and Spanish.

Support isSupport is
available 24 / 7available 24 / 7

KNOW MORE | DO MORE | NO MORE!

North County Rape Crisis
and Child Protection Center

24-Hour Support Line        
(805) 736-7273

www.sbcountyrapecrisis.org

JOB
FAIR

OVER 100 POSITIONS AVAILABLE,

ON-SITE INTERVIEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

TO BE HIRED ON-THE-SPOT!

 WEDNESDAY + THURSDAY

July 28 + july 29 
10-7PM

1 4 6 2  E .  G r a n d  Av e .  A r r o y o  G r a n d e ,  C a  9 3 4 2 0  

OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   

$3400
Regular Price $44.00

Appointments
805-937-5340

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’99 & Older $25 extra,  
Vans & Motor Homes $30 extra. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/31/21

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   
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BY MALEA MARTIN

Allan Hancock College’s Viticulture 
and Enology Program is the epitome 
of hands-on learning. Students 

not only learn the science behind grape 
growing and winemaking, but also how 
to operate a winery and actually harvest 
the crop.
 Walking into the college’s winery, one 
is met with wine-stained barrels stacked 
on top of one another. Against the wall 
stands a large egg-shaped wine fermenter 
with Allan Hancock College stamped 
onto the front. Large bottles of sparkling 
blanc de noir wine with a centennial 
seal, celebrating the college’s 100 year 
anniversary, sit in a crate. 
 After a year of being away from the in-
person classroom, Program Coordinator 
Alfredo Koch, Ph.D., is ecstatic to get 
students back into this space in the fall. 
In addition to the winery, the college has 
its own vineyard that students can use 
to hone their skills, from the field to the 
tasting room. If all goes to plan, classes 
should all be in person again this fall. 
 During the pandemic, Koch had to get 
creative with his virtual classes, given what 
a hands-on discipline winemaking is.
 “We made pictures, videos of 
everything,” Koch said. 
 Some of the fall courses include 

Sensory Evaluation of Wine, Soils and 
Plant Nutrition, Wine Tasting Room 
Sales, and Harvest Boot Camp, among 
others. A new course is Wine Analysis, 
taught by instructor Tara Machin. Koch 
said Machin has decades of experience 
working at Central Coast wineries.
 “When something is going in a different 
direction in the wine, there’s so much 
technology now that you can correct a 
lot of things,” Koch said as he walked 
through the student vineyard. In Machin’s 
class, “you learn how to correct, what the 
problems usually are, how they develop.”
 The degrees available to students 
in the program include an Enology/
Viticulture Associate in Arts, a Certificate 
of Accomplishment in Pairing Wine and 
Food, and a Wine Business Associate 
in Science, among others. With the 
California Community Colleges Promise 
Grant, eligible California residents can 
attend for free. 
 Koch said some students go straight 
into the industry, while others transfer to 
four-year universities with popular wine 
programs, including Cal Poly, UC Davis, 
Fresno State, or even the University of 
Bordeaux in France. 
 “I don’t know of any student that 
couldn’t find a job,” Koch said. “And 
many students who have wanted to 

transfer, they do transfer.” 
 Other Hancock students are already 
working in the industry, Koch said, and 
just looking to learn something new or 
brush up their knowledge on certain 
aspects of winemaking.
 “Some are actually owners, or sons 
or daughters of owners, that don’t want 
to commit to four years,” he said. “They 
prefer to study one or two years, so they 
come here.”
 A priority in Hancock’s viticulture 
and enology program is teaching and 
promoting sustainable winemaking. 
 “One unique course that we have 
here is Biodynamic Winemaking and 
Viticulture,” he said. “We teach organic, 
biodynamic, sustainable viticulture. I’ve 
been growing organically for many years.” 
 Koch, who has made wine most of his 
life, has witnessed how changing climates 
affect the industry. 
 “Because of climate change, in 
Bordeaux where they produce cabernet, 
they added a few varietals because of 
the heat that you can incorporate in the 
blend,” Koch said. “One is touriga.”
 Hancock’s student vineyard grows 
touriga, a Portuguese grape variety. It’s one 
of about 50 varietals that students get to 
care for and harvest from the vineyard and 
then blend into the college’s various wines, 
giving students the real-life experience 
they need to carry into the industry.
 Those interested in Hancock’s 
Viticulture and Enology programs 
can head to the department’s website, 
hancockcollege.edu/viticulture, to learn 
more about enrollment.

Highlights
 • The Santa Maria Public Library’s 
youth services division is giving local 
teens an opportunity to get creative this 
summer. Junior high and high school 
students can pick up a Teen Paint with 
Me pack, including “all the supplies 
needed to create a personalized geometric 
masterpiece,” according to the city. The 
library is also hosting a follow-along art 
lesson on Zoom on July 29 from 3 to 5 
p.m., as well as posting instructions on the 
library’s YouTube channel. While supplies 
last, teens can pick up the art packs at the 
library’s youth services desk beginning 
July 17, and no registration is required.
 • Dignity Health Central Coast wants 
to help local residents save lives. The 
health company is partnering with 
Vitalant to host blood drives in SLO and 
Santa Barbara counties. “In order to 

bolster local and national blood supplies, 
Vitalant is calling on the community to 
come forward and give blood,” according 
to Dignity Health. “The process takes only 
45 minutes but can save up to three lives.” 
A drive at French Hospital Medical Center 
will be on July 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Copeland Health Education Pavilion, 
located at 1911 South Johnson Ave. in San 
Luis Obispo. Another on Aug. 24 will be 
hosted at Arroyo Grande Community 
Hospital from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Annex Conference Room, located at 345 
South Halcyon Road. A third will be at 
the Marian Regional Medical Center 
on Aug. 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Conference Center, located at 1400 East 
Church St. in Santa Maria. m

Staff Writer Malea Martin wrote this 
week’s Spotlight. Send tips to spotlight@
santamariasun.com.

N E W S SPOTLIGHT

Nothing to wine about
Allan Hancock College resumes in-person 
teaching of the winemakers of tomorrow

PHOTO BY MALEA MARTIN

HANDS-ON CLASSROOM: Allan Hancock Viticulture and Enology students get the hands-on experience 
of making wine at the college winery.

e-waste
ELECTRONIC  WASTE  D ISPOSAL

 
      
      
   

 
 

n An estimated 70 percent of heavy metals in 
landfills comes from discarded electronic items, 
also known as e-waste. These items also contain 
toxic materials. Below is an abbreviated list:

Bring up to five e-waste items to the Santa Maria 
Regional Landfill (2065 E. Main St.) to be recycled 
or properly disposed of for free! Large quanti-
ties? Call for details. 

For more information and hours, visit  
www.cityofsantamaria.org/utilities or call 
(805) 925-0951 ext. 7270. 

• Cell Phones
• Computer Monitors
• Fax Machines
• Microwaves

• Modems and Routers
• Printers
• Televisions
• VCRs and DVD Players
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DEATH NOTICES
ACOSTA, ERNESTO, 69, of Paso Robles 
passed away 7/10/2021 arrangements 
with Blue Sky Cremation Service

ANDRES, BOBBY LEE, 94, passed 
away 7/11/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

BECHTEL, CURTIS, 61, passed away 
7/2/2021 arrangements with Reis Family 
Mortuary

BLASINGAME, JESSIE, 84, of Morro 
Bay passed away 7/10/2021 arrange-
ments with Blue Sky Cremation Service

BREWER, BRIAN ROBERT, 26, of 
Grover Beach passed away 7/12/2021 
arrangements with Marshall Spoo Sunset 
Funeral Chapel

BRIGHT, WILLIAM JUSTUS, 79, 
passed away 7/19/2021 arrangements 
with Chapel of the Roses

BROUSSARD, DEAN, 53, passed away 
7/1/2021 arrangements with Reis Family 
Mortuary

BROWN, RICK, 65, of Santa Maria 
passed away 7/10/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

COSTA, KATHERINE, 85, of Lompoc 
passed away 7/15/2021 arrangements 
with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

CROSS, GERALD, 84, of Paso Robles 
passed away 7/10/2021 arrangements 
with Blue Sky Cremation Service

CRUZ, PATRICK SOTERO, 75, of Taft 
passed away 7/15/2021 arrangements 
with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

D’OLIVO, ROBERT PAUL, 93, passed 
away 7/11/2021 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

DALTORIO, JOEL C., 68, of Lompoc 
passed away 7/8/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

EARL, RANDOLPH LENARD, 67, 
passed away 7/13/2021 arrangements 
with Chapel of the Roses

GRANT, MELVILLE, 87, of Santa 
Barbara passed away 7/12/2021 arrange-
ments with Blue Sky Cremation Service

GUIDETTI, LOUIS, 99, passed away 
7/5/2021 arrangements with Reis Family 
Mortuary

HOWELLS, EDITH ELIZABETH, 95, 
of Paso Robles passed away 7/9/2021 
arrangements with Chapel of the Roses

HRYNEZUK, IRENE M., 87, of Santa 
Maria passed away 7/11/2021 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

JANOSKY, DAVID, 72, of Santa 
Margarita passed away 7/8/2021 arrange-
ments with Blue Sky Cremation Service

JONES, DONA M., 60, of Lompoc passed 
away 6/18/2021 arrangements with The 
Neptue Society

MANALO, EUFRONIO LUCAS, 82, 
of Santa Maria passed away 7/14/2021 
arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

MEZA, HUMBERTO “BERT” JR., 51, 
of Santa Maria passed away 7/13/2021 
arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

MOYA, TONY JESS, 92, of Lompoc 
passed away 7/12/2021 arrangements 
with Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

NELSON, HILDA MARIE, 94, of Paso 
Robles passed away 7/13/2021 arrange-
ments with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

PISTORESI, GEORGE JOSEPH, 80,  
passed away 6/30/2021 arrangements 
with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

PRICE, JEAN LUCILLE, 95, passed 
away 7/18/2021 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

RALL, RICHARD, 86, passed away 
7/3/2021 arrangements with Reis Family 
Mortuary

RYBURN, CHARLES WAYNE, 84, 
passed away 7/9/2021 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

SANBONMATSU, KEITH SHIGERU, 
69, of Arroyo Grande passed away 
7/9/2021 arrangements with Marshall 
Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

THIEBAUD, JEANINE ANN, 65, 
passed away 7/7/2021 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

TUCKER, MICHELE LYNN, 56, of Paso 
Robles passed away 7/1/2021 arrange-
ments with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

VAN WINKLE, CAROLINE, 89, passed 
away 7/10/2021 arrangements with Reis 
Family Mortuary

WESTON, LORRAINE P., 92, passed 
away 7/13/2021 arrangements with 
Chapel of the Roses

Want to memorialize  
a loved one?

We’re here to help. Our obituary 
and in memoriam services 

are affordable, accessible, and 
handled with personal care.

Share your loved one’s story  
with the local community in  

your local newspaper.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Mark your family’s memories
Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121 
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO TODAY

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968 · advertising@santamariasun.com

BOOK ADS BY: 7-23-21
PUBLICATION DATE: 7-29-21

One contest.
55 words or less.
Hundreds of entries.
Countless eyes.

55 
FICTION

EDUCATION 
TODAY
BOOK ADS BY: 7-30-21
PUBLICATION DATE: 8-5-21

Reach our readers 
looking to learn more 
about local issues 
concerning our K-12 
students.

BEST OF 
NSBC
BOOK ADS BY: 8-13-21
PUBLICATION DATE: 8-19-21

The results of our 21st 
annual Best of Northern 
Santa Barbara County 
readers poll will be 
announced.
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The county needs a wise 
decision maker
 A contested development plan for a smallish 
lot in Los Alamos is soon to come before a 
county decision maker. After public comment 
at a hearing, its fate may be settled by the zoning 
administrator next month.
 The builder seeks to add 11 more homes to an 
acre-and-a-half lot that already has one dwelling, 
and he seeks access from a narrow road with a 
one-lane bottleneck. For obvious reasons of safety 
and health, this plan is unsound and should be 
denied.
 In a letter to the zoning administrator, I have set 
out three findings specified in state Government 
Code section 66474 that are cause for disapproval 
of the plan.
 There are several problems with the plan. First, 
with dozens of additional vehicles added to this 
space, peak-hour traffic, especially on school days, 
would dramatically increase and pose a significant 
hazard to vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists 
along the 100-foot-long one-lane section of road.
 Next, the lot does not offer sufficient on-site 
parking space for its vehicles. Half of the new 
dwellings would not even have garages and some 
of the remaining garages, would be used, at least 
partly, for storing personal items. Where would 
as many as 48 cars and trucks find parking? This 
section of Shaw Street has no shoulder and is a 
designated fire lane with 18 existing homes. Any 
vehicles illegally parked here could impede swift 
passage of emergency vehicles.
 For the past year, Planning and Development 
has moved this project forward without attending 
sufficiently to its serious flaws. It has not called 
for a traffic study, it has ignored and then 
minimized the hazards posed by the bottleneck 
and the question of adequate parking, and it has 
substantially underestimated the increase in 
traffic volume. All this while trying to reduce the 
ability of residents of Los Alamos to influence the 
outcome.
 In the rush to build many more affordable 
homes in the county, it has allowed an ill-
conceived plan to unnecessarily risk the safety 
and health of residents—as well as the health and 
safety of the prospective tenants on the developed 
lot.
 We hope the county respects the residents of 
Los Alamos, takes account of our concerns and 
decides wisely.

Seth Steiner
president, Shaw Street Maintenance Association

Los Alamos 

Still scared
 The media did a real good job scaring everyone. 
So after all this time, you should let reality set 
in. Has anyone in your immediate or extended 
family tested positive for COVID-19? I had two. 
My son and a son-in-law. Did any of those people 
have symptoms, become hospitalized, or die? My 
family had no symptoms and went back to work. 
One is 40 years of age the other 50. Have any of 
your friends or their friends been hospitalized or 
died from COVID-19? At 75 years of age I know 
the full age gamut and the answer is no. A nephew 
had his whole family ill back in December 2019. 
A toddler with asthma managed with a home 
nebulizer to recover at home.
 The latest screaming headline is 4 million 
worldwide have died from COVID-19. Even if I 
quibble about people who were in hospice or had 
other health problems the math works out to 5.06 
in 10,000 people. Assuming that new cases are 
quarantined, hospitalized, or dead, what do you 
think your chances of coming into contact with a 
person who has COVID-19?
 Further, we are told this vaccine isn’t going to 
fully protect you, so in big crowds like Dodger 

Stadium you should wear a mask and the new 
variant might still be a danger. I don’t think we are 
being given straight-shooting information. Let’s 
put our cards on the table and get serious about 
when enough is enough.
 But wait, there’s more. There will be those who 
said our extreme measures worked. Questionable. 
States like South Dakota did not lock down or 
make mandates. They treated it like an ordinary 
influenza breakout and told their citizens to use 
common sense. There are other states like Florida 
that relaxed restrictions almost a year ago. Many 
states have had their students back in full class 
sessions since last August. 

Jan Lipski
Vandenberg Village

Google isn’t the answer, 
teachers are
 We’ve pretty well sorted out sex education 
in schools, and found that knowledge helped 
students make informed decisions. Rates of 
teenage pregnancy are down, and now school 
administrators and parents are arguing over 
whether we can trust students with the real history 
of this country. Never mind that any student who 
hears that adults don’t want them to know the 
facts will Google the subject. I would much prefer 
that my child be taught about sex or history from 
a caring teacher who can answer questions with 
sensitivity and care, than whatever Google decides 
to prioritize on the web.

Sylvia Alcon
Avila Beach

Tax dollars shouldn’t bail out 
nuclear industry
 Do you want your tax dollars to be used to 
bail out the nuclear industry? Do you want to see 
between $50 billion and $100 billion of taxpayer 
dollars used over the next decade to keep these 
unprofitable, expensive, dangerous, and dirty 
reactors operating? Do you want to accumulate 
more radioactive waste with nowhere to go?

 From the very beginning, private enterprise 
has not been interested in investing in the risky 
nuclear industry, so the taxpayer was tapped to 
pay for most of the research and development. 
Now the American Jobs Act proposes to continue 
that pattern in the mistaken belief that nuclear can 
help solve the problem of climate change.
 On the contrary, researcher Dr. Benjamin 
Sovacool concludes, “Every dollar you spend on 
nuclear, you could have saved five or six times as 
much carbon with efficiency or wind farms.” His 
research is available in sciencedirect.com.

Jane Swanson
spokesperson

San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace

A fearful, right-wing agenda
 The three SLO County Board of Supervisors 
government obstructionists did it again. Instead 
of appointing the current deputy clerk recorder to 
fill the vacant SLO County clerk-recorder position, 
they want to open it up for their review of 
candidates. They want their hand-picked interim 
candidate for an elected position.
 They expect to get candidates from all over 
the state. Who would apply for this temporary 
position, since it is just that, an interim position. 
All this delay costs taxpayer money.
 Fourth District Supervisor Lynn Compton 
said she doesn’t personally know the current 
deputy clerk. Don’t know her? She works in her 
building. Why didn’t she review Helen Nolan’s 
qualifications or even sit down and talk with her? 
Duh.
 The Board of Supervisors is supposed to be 
nonpartisan. All these three do is vote for a fearful, 
right-wing agenda. They couldn’t see past that 
May meeting with all the out-of-area calls and 
attack on the Clerk-Recorder Tommy Gong?
 Good news: Those of us in District 4 get a 
fresh, honest choice next year by voting for Jimmy 
Paulding to replace Compton. We need to restore 
smart, intelligent-run government with no hidden 
agendas.

Linda Reynolds
Nipomo

C A N A R Y  1 2  

LETTERS

Should Ocean Fathoms be allowed 
to store wine on the ocean floor?
52% I’m wary of anything that disrupts the  
  ocean ecosystem.
19% Ocean Fathoms shouldn’t have operated  
  without a permit, but it shouldn’t   
  continue to be punished for that.
19% It’s great for the wine, it’s great for the  
  economy—why not?
10% I’d like to try the wine, and then I’ll give  
  my opinion!

21 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll

MAYFIELD
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A brief story, fifty-five 
words or less, with 

a headline no longer 
than seven words.

bit.ly/55Fiction

Our annual  
55 Fiction 

writing contest 
received 

hundreds of 
entries this year! 

Winning stories will be 
published next week. 

Until then, here are a few of our 
favorites from past issues.From a poodle with a person problem, to bloodthirsty writers plotting their revenge 

against editors, to an unrepentant sinner presumably standing at heaven’s gate, New 
Times is celebrating the 25th anniversary of our annual 55 Fiction competition with 

wit, cynicism, whimsy, and style.
 In keeping with our tradition of paying tribute to the 
memory of a recently deceased author, we dedicate this 
edition of 55 Fiction to Ray Bradbury, an author who believed, 
without limits, in the value of books. And also to Maurice 
Sendak, that wildest of beasts—an author who raged against 
the trappings of normalcy and left us all a little bit wiser 
for it. Do not go gentle into that good night, madmen and 
provocateurs; rage, rage, against the dying of the light. ∆

Send 55-word comments to Managing Editor Ashley 
Schwellenbach at aschwellenbach@newtimesslo.com.

Poodle 
Problems
 It was humiliating, 
this get-up. The 
sequin-studded frilly 
skirt was bad enough, 
but a tiara? She was 
the laughingstock of 
the park! They teased 
and taunted from a 
distance but no one 
would come near her. 
Even off the leash she 
was a bejeweled alien, 
set a world apart by 
her tinfoil crown.

Alyssa Rose
San Luis Obispo

Do Over
 He replayed for me 
only a few moments: 
Every masturbation. 
Each drunken 
revelry. The first girl 
I kissed; the last boy 
I kissed. He looked 
at me and scowled 
and commanded me 
to explain for my 
sins. All I could do 
was smile. Because 
even knowing what I 
know now, I wouldn’t 
change a thing.

Gary Ace
San Luis Obispo

Serve with Onions
 No two writers agree about how 
best to cook an editor.
 “They’re tough, naturally,” said one 
Pulitzer Prize winner, “but vinegar 
marinade tenderizes nicely.”
 A Newbery Medalist favors boxing 
gloves.
 But the biggest dissension is 
finding a complementary wine.
 Food critics insist on Cabernet—if 
you’re grilling, of course.
 I favor anything over 80 proof.

Lauren Collins
Templeton

An African in New York, 1894
 Boubacar stood silent, an onyx sculpture adorning the vestibule. His humanity 
confirmed only by the briefest nod as dropped pennies clink-clanked in the brass 
kettle dangling from the Senegambian’s arm. In Africa, his ability to read and speak 
many languages garnered respect and position. In this land, he awaited clanging 
confirmation of alms, inert.

Brent D. Singleton
Fontana

Sizist 
spawn

Read, you fiends, and think fondly of 
Ray Bradbury and Maurice Sendak

BY ASHLEY SCHWELLENBACH
ARTWORK BY NEAL BRETON

Squirrel Bite
 Mark writhed before the ER 
nurse injected him with morphine. 
Once the narcotic entered the 
brain, his neck burned and curled 

back. He wondered if this 
was normal or a bad 

reaction. Soon 
enough, the drug 

rendered him 
blithe. Mark 
closed his eyes 
and listened 
to the woman 
next door 
complain of a 
squirrel bite.

Brent D. 
Singleton

Fontana

Peacekeeping 
for Dummies
 I’ve finally made peace with 
the monsters under my bed. 
It took 30 years, culminating 
in a decade-long landmine 
campaign. They retaliated by 
relocating to my shower—I 
smelled a bit ripe for a few 
weeks. But we’ve struck a 
compromise. I moved into a 
bigger house, and they get the 
guest bedroom. 

Jack Kennedy
Cambria

Dishwasher 
Sonata
 Andy liked fart jokes, which 
Elliot found repugnant. And his 
eyes were brown, which wasn’t 
a huge problem, but not ideal. 
He called her “baby,” which was 
crass.
 But dating was difficult in 
a small town, and he was the 
only man she’d ever known who 
danced spastically in the kitchen 
to no music whatsoever.

Emily Bell
Missoula, MT
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Denouement 
and Onomatopoeia 

Onomatopoeia slept in a 
turquoise Fiesta, kept 

his clothes in a Glad bag, 
bummed his smokes. He had 
little, wanted less. 
 Denouement lived in 
hotels, bought couture, 
vomited five-star food. She 
consumed life, wanted more.
 “This time, I won’t be 
back,” said Denouement.
 “Been said before,” 
answered Onomatopoeia. 
 “No. This is the end.”
 “Fine… Bang.”

—Justin P. Tyme 
Boone, Iowa

* * *

Cuttings

I’m wearing farewell 
black. As I walk away, 

past the mound of wet 
earth, I silently curse the 
scent of fresh cut flowers. 
I’m thankful the cold rain 
conceals my tears.
 She’s wearing goodbye 
white. They said her 
wounds were deep, cut all 
the way to the bone. I wish 
my pain ended there. 

—C. Morgan Clayton
Ocala, Florida

* * *

The End

The warm fire, as he 
entered, eased his mind: 

maybe he wouldn’t need to 
apologize. 
 He called her name—no 
answer. 
 Turning to the fire, he 
went over his apology again. 
 A metallic glint among the 
embers froze his limbs—the 
apology vanished as he 
recognized the spine of his 
favorite book in the ashes. 

—Amanda Brooks
Lompoc

* * *

My Cat and My 
Broken House

Relaxing on my deck. 
Cat walks by says, 

“Earthquake…Leave now.”
 I’m stunned. “WHAT?”
 “A worm I rescued from a 
bird told me. He felt tremors. 
Go walk. You need exercise.”
 Walking to the store, 
ground heaves. Flattens me. 
I look back. See my house 
sliding down the hill. 
 Cats just says, “Meow.”
 Weird day. 

—Phillip Cole 
Morro Bay

Pleasures 
of the Flesh

Jesus passed Mohammed a 
cigarette. Mohammed took 

a deep drag, then sighed 
with pleasure. Expensive 
fags were the best. Sheer 
paradise. And Jesus was one 
tight dude. 
 Jesus was sitting in a 
cloud of blue smoke. Golden 
light was shining behind his 
head, in a halo.
 The light went out. 
Another long night in 
prison.

—Kyra Kitts 
Los Osos

* * *

Pussy Whipped

I love vagina so much I gave 
my mom’s clitoris a little 

lick on my way out during 
birth. I’ve made plenty of 
sacrifices to get it. I’ve sat 
through shopping trips, paid 
for dates, and I’ve even gone 
as far as to prey on drunks.
 Once, I even said, “I love 
you.”

—Thrust Longwood 
San Luis Obispo

* * *

Rain of Secrets

Star and Moon quarreled, 
each wanting to acquire 

the other’s secret. 
 “Tell me how to shine like 
you,” said Moon.
 “Tell me how to dream 
like you,” Star replied. 

 Their voices fell as rain on 
the planet below. A woman, 
who had lost her umbrella, 
stood in the street, hair and 
skin soaking with secrets.

—Kirsten Anderson 
Burbank

* * *

She is called she

The bank teller talks with-
drawal and automatic 

social security deposits to 
the middle-aged daughter, 
never acknowledging the 
wheelchair-cocooned mother 
whose name is the one on 
the checking account. She 
is ignored as they chat. She 
is an afterthought. She is 
nothing to them. Finally they 
request her signature. She 
replies with a fart.

—Monty Cartwright 
Jacksonville, Oregon 

* * *

The basic premise is ridiculous. 
How can someone write a good short story in 55 words? And why 55 words instead 

of, say 60 or 40? I don’t have the answers to these questions—I don’t know why 
this works, but it does. This year we got something not too far shy of a thousand 
entries, from professional writers and elementary school classes, from local authors 
and foreigners practicing their English. 
 Our judges read every single one. It can be maddening writing “no” on 20 trite or 
forced or misspelled entries in a row. But then there comes one that makes a reader 
laugh or choke up, and the reward comes. 
 The sheer odds make it difficult to get published—only 23 made the final cut— but 
this year we put special emphasis on those that we felt honored the spirit of Kurt 
Vonnegut, who put random weirdness to effective, moving, and beautiful use in his 
career, which ended with his death in April. 
 We’re mostly weirdos here, so Vonnegut’s big with us, and we’re happy to express 
our affection by dedicating this issue to him. I will note that I suspect at least a couple 
of pseudonyms have been employed here, but I’m not the name sheriff anymore than 
is Kilgore Trout. Happy reading. 

—Managing Editor Patrick Howe

Cleaning House

When Stan moved out Theresa moved into the 
backyard tree house. The children gone, her 

husband gone, Theresa’s bond with her home evapo-
rated. The tree house held the best memories. A 
week later, when she moved back in she brought the 
good memories with her and swept the band ones 
out with a tree limb.

—Christine M. Ahern
Los Osos

Letter to Arturo
Dear Arturo,
 I’m sorry, but I ran over your cat, or gato as you would 
say. I will buy you a new one and we can have a fiesta 
with tacos, sombreros, and a piñata. I know this will not 
bring back Senor Mittens, but it will make you feel better.
Viva La Alamo,
Zander

—Zander Pingel 
Fort Worth, Texas

You Can Dust It Off

Peter moved his butcher’s blade with 
calligraphic grace. Could this be the 

perfect burger?
 “Stop,” she says. 
 Peter sighs. Not today.
 “You’re slicing too thin.”
 “Sorry mother.”
 “It takes practice.”
 He studied his teenaged, defeated 
reflection in the crimson pooling over 
the linoleum. “What’s this, the fifth 
husband now?”
 A warm smile. “It takes practice.”

—C.J. Arellano 
Tinley Park, IL

Illustrations by Glen Starkey
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The invasion
The creatures have been circling 

our planet for days.
And now they are descending 

from the evening sky.
We knew this day would come.
Widespread panic ensues.
“Evacuate the cities! Get your 

families to safety! Hide anywhere 
you can!” the government warns.

The humans are coming. They’ve 
destroyed their home, now they 
want ours. 

Noah Johnson
Wauconda, Illinois

Sushi
 Jenny had no friends. She 
used to have some, but they 
disappeared after the night they 
went to the sushi restaurant. 
Jenny had ordered the Big C dish, 
which was very filling. For some 
reason, the chef invited her friends 
into the kitchen, but not her. They 
never came out, but a platter did. 

Tara K. Preston
9 years old

Star struck
 “Nick, what are you doing out 
there? It’s dark and everyone’s 
dinner’s getting cold!” She sighed 
and stomped outside to grab 
her son. As always, he resisted. 
“Look at those stars, Ma! They’re 
beautiful!” Mrs. Copernicus 
shook her head. “If I’ve told 
you once, I’ve told you a million 
times. Not everything revolves 
around you!”

Bob Ingraham
Avila Beach

Magnum opus  
interruptus
 Holding his breath as he always 
did after creating,
 Burt turned to admire his 
artistry.
 Yesterday’s, a pretzel, was good, 
but today’s, truly a masterpiece: 
 an astonishing replica of the 
Eiffel Tower. 
 Devastated it could never be 
shared, he depressed the handle.
 Churning and tumbling apart,
 his craft joined the others in 
septic anonymity.

Dr. Suz

 

Uber alles
 I locked the car and stood on the 
corner, telling myself for the nth 
time that this would be the last 
time. I’d make better decisions, 
really I would. The driver texted 
me. I texted back. How hard could 
it be? He said he was just around 
the corner. They always say that. 
Still waiting. 

David Preston
Avila Beach

He is risen
 He just had to go to dinner with 
his friends tonight. They’re so 
annoying, always following and 
parroting him. How could they 
even get a reservation for 13 at 
this hour? They’re probably all 
crowded, asses-to-elbows, and 
drinking too much wine. God, 
where is he? Dammit Jesus, come 
back to bed already!

Patricia Horton
San Luis Obispo

The shortest stories you’ll read this week
ILLUSTRATIONS BY LENI LITONJUA

2019
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To Save the World 
 “Daddy?”
 “Yes?”
 “Why is the world so evil?”
 Daddy’s brow furrowed with 
concentration as he buttoned his son’s 
jacket, all the way to the top.
 “Because it is a fallen world, condemned 
by God.”
 “But I will be saved?”
 “Yes. You will see paradise. Now, 
remember: Let him get close before you 
press the button.” 

Sean R. Shealy
San Luis Obispo

Drive or Die!
 All I want to do is get home, and this 
jerk is creeping along in the dark in front 
of me. As I near my house, I swerve left 
and scream past the startled idiot. I fl ip 
“the bird” for good measure, and I glimpse 
the driver’s shocked and familiar face.
 Oops! Sorry, Mom!

Linda McClellan
Whittier, Calif. 

(untitled)
 Drifting in surf off the sand spit, I felt 
peace, connection, the movement of the 
swells. Without warning, I was rocked 
by an explosion of pain, ripping fl esh, an 
unnatural force heaving me through the 
water. I blacked out. When I regained 
consciousness, I lay on a deck. I writhed, 
fl ailed, gills sucking air. 

Geoffrey Land
San Luis Obispo

IBS
 The elevator stopped.
 I’m trapped. My stomach hurts. Bad. 
Can it wait? No! I have to go. NOW! Crap.
 Literally. What a disgusting mess.
 Then, the elevator started moving 
again. And opened on the next fl oor. The 
waiting crowd gasped.
 “It was like this when I got in,” I 
mumbled.
 “And you stepped in anyway?”

Cassandra Ward
Los Osos

A New Lease
 In my haze, I hear … monitors beeping?
 I smell … antiseptic?
 I sense pain across my chest, and 
involuntarily, I whimper.
 A warm hand caresses my face.
 “Shh-shh-shh!” a nurse whispers. 
“You’re going to be OK! It was benign.”
 I feel … ecstatic.

Linda McClellan
Whittier, Calif. 

Father’s Day
 His gnarled trucker’s hand drops the 
fork, trying to feed himself.
 Clanging pans mingle with antiseptic 
smells of the cafeteria. Reaching over, I 
wipe his chin.
 “You will come again, Son?” rheumy 
eyes welling.
 “We’ll see, Dad. We’ll see.”
 The lump in my throat is painful. I 
climb into my rig.

Anna Salazar
Lompoc

(untitled)
 He was drunk again and calling from 
jail. He directed her to his secret stash 
of cash. Fumbling, she found the wad of 
envelopes. It was then she noticed the lacy 
script of another woman. Love letters. 
Dozens.
 The money would more than cover 
her ticket to Los Angeles. She packed 
immediately. 
 Ana-Lisa Siemsen-McQUaide

Burbank, Calif.

Midnight
 Who is that woman staring at me?
 Her pasty face is disgusting; it sags like 
a melting marshmallow.
 Her eyes are rabbit pink.
 Her hair is a faded striped awning.
 Oh God. There’s an old man behind her.
 “Come back to bed,” he says.
 He touches my arm and I follow him.

Dana Istre 
Lompoc

Unconscious 
Uncoupling

 Unbuttoning his pants, he eased the 
tattered recliner back and scratched his 
ample belly. “Why would she ever leave 
ME?” he wondered, belching loudly, taking 
another swig. With tobacco stained fi ngers, 
he wadded up and tossed her letter, eyes 
already transfi xed on the Married with 
Children rerun, her crumpled heart falling 
onto his dirty boots.

Mara Sanchez
Paso Robles

In the Wool
 “Four weeks ago, you couldn’t move 
your left side. Now you’re walking again. 
These medications will decrease the risk of 
another stroke.”
 “I might need to have another stroke.”
 “Why?! You could become totally 
disabled!”
 “Because now I lean to the left when I 
walk. I’m a conservative. I want to lean to 
the right.”

Steve Recchia
Reno, Nev.

already transfi xed on the Married with 
Children rerun, her crumpled heart falling 
onto his dirty boots.

Mara Sanchez
Paso Robles

55 FICTION continued page 12

2018

Prolific 
power

 Some years, one name stands out in the 
pile. As scores are tallied, we sometimes 
realize that high marks consistently go 
to a particular writer who, in addition 
to being prolific, consistently surprises, 
amuses, and impresses the year’s judges.
 This year, Dylan Rede from Atascadero 
did just that. The following are just a few 
of his entries.

Declaration
 She whispered 
it. It was more 
vocalized breath than 
actualized utterance. 
And she meant it. 
Clearly. 
 He may have 
heard, but never let 
on. 
 Not that he had 
time to.
 “I only think of 
murder, with you 
around.”

Where the College 
Things Are
 Without fail, they come out after 
dark. The skirts get higher; the 
inhibitions, self-esteem get lower. 
They drink their terrible drinks, bat 
their terrible eyes, and lick their 
terrible lips. Oh, college things. Let 
the wild rumpus begin.

That Moment
 He remembers the 
moment he stopped caring. 
 It was a sunny day, in 
a dell, the breeze keeping 
the heat down. The smell 
of apples was a pleasant 
surprise. 
 If he forgets, there are 
always pictures.
 She said it first, all was 
well.
 He looked in her eyes, her 
hand in his.
 “I do.”

The Sidewalk 
and the Gutter
 It surprised me when I started 
crying—big tears, a couple of shoulder 
heaves. They’re so alike. One 
dead to the world, curled 
around an empty bottle; 
the other truly dead, 
thrown in the gutter, 
leash still on. One 
on the sidewalk, 
one in the gutter, 
not ten feet 
apart and I just 
walked on. 

No Gold Watch
 The smell of singed fur 
clung to trailer walls like 
cigarette smoke in a twelve 
step meeting. The ringmaster 
entered; his star’s take in one 
hand, one last thread of hope 
in the other. 
 The tiger looked up, the 
answer already there in his 
tired eyes.
 “I’m done jumping through 
hoops, Bob.”

And Many More
 He rode the same waterslide 
repeatedly, once for each of 
his thirty years. It was a long, 

frighteningly dark tunnel 
that spit you out into 

a sun-drenched and 
painful world. He 
always questioned 

the significance 
of cake and 

community, 
choosing, 
instead, to 
spend his 
birthday 

alone in the 
water park. 

Coronation
 One of the tallest Adelie penguins 
wanted to become village chief. One 
night before he was elected, a King 
penguin appeared. The villagers 
wanted this new, taller penguin to 
become their king. Just before the 
coronation ceremony, an Emperor 
penguin arrived. The King penguin 
promised to pay a tribute of tuna 
fish to him.

YuSook Jung

Memory’s 
a Funny Thing
 What was his name anyway? She 
strained to recall. Robert, Roger? 
Something like that. Her 90-year-
old brain seemed useless. Who was 
“Roger Rabbit?” What did the word 
“rarebit” mean? The man leaned 
down to kiss her cheek. “Mom,” he 
said. Oh, she remembered, it’s a kind 
of melted cheese. Served on dry toast.

Dana Istre
Lompoc

55 FiCTioN continued on page 24
2011
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Vandenberg Village resident and frequent 
Sun letter writer Jan Lipski asked a 
question in the opinion section of this 

issue (“Still scared,” page 10) that hit too close 
to home. 
 If I were in a generous 
frame of mind, I 
would figure that 
this is exactly what he 
intended to do—to ask 
a personal question with 
an open mind in hopes 
of obtaining more 
factual information to 
strengthen or refute 
his flimsy thesis that 
“we are not being 
given straight-shooting 
information.” 
 His question (well, questions ; he asks 
several in the letter): “Has anyone in your 
immediate or extended family tested positive 
for COVID-19?” He goes on to answer that 
he’s had two: his son and son-in-law, who 
“had no symptoms and went back to work.”
 “Did any of those people die?” he then asks. 
 He answered that question, too, saying 
that “I know the full age gamut and the 
answer is no.” He gave a couple of other 
personal examples 
 Well, we here at the Sun are straight 
shooters, and we’ve got some information for 
Mr. Lipski. 
 One of our editorial staffers lost her 
uncle and aunt in January and February, 
respectively, to COVID-19. Her uncle died 
on the way to the hospital, and her aunt died 
after being hospitalized for more than a week. 
They were both in their late 50s. She and 
her family have been devastated. A couple 
of months ago, their family held a memorial 
over Zoom.
 I couldn’t help but think of our staffer 
when I read Mr. Lipski’s letter. He sounded 
so smug, safe in the reality of his own 
choosing. He could pick and choose from his 
own tiny experience and extrapolate out to 
cover the rest of the country with his fantasy 
bubble of fear. 
 Yes, fear. He’s looking at the flip side of the 
same fear that he’s trying to preach against. 
 “The media did a real good job scaring 
everyone,” he wrote. 
 I maintain that writers like you, Mr. 
Lipski—who are published in the media, I 
might add—are doing just as much of a “job” 
of riling up one side of the republic into a 
tizzy about who’s right and who’s wrong 
and why we shouldn’t wear masks and how 
overreaching the government has been in 
trying to protect us from a virus. A virus 
that is real. It’s not influenza. It’s not made 
up. This is reality, and we invite you to stop 
peddling your own brand of fear and writing 
it off as enlightenment. 
 Until there are zero more deaths from the 
very real COVID-19, no one should be saying 
whether any measures—extreme or not—
haven’t worked. Wait and see and thank your 
lucky stars that no one close to you has died. 
 We respect your right to free speech; that’s 
why we publish your letters. But it doesn’t 
mean that you’re right, it doesn’t mean we 
agree with you, and it doesn’t mean we won’t 
respond. m

The Canary sends condolences to anyone 
who has lost a loved one to COVID-19. Send 
thoughts to canary@santamariasun.com.

In answer to 
your question

O P I N I O N

Children are waiting. 
Will you join us?

volunteer@sbcasa.org
sbcasa.org

We help children heal and thrive.

We give them the support they need 
to become happy, successful adults.

We are ordinary people from all 
walks of life.

We are trained volunteers who step 
up to serve as Court Appointed 
Special Advocates - CASA’s.

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Follow us on 
Instagram!

@SantaMariaSun

#SantaMariaSun

OPEN: Mon–Fri 9am–6pm · Sat 9am–1pm

1504 SOUTH BROADWAY EAST, SANTA MARIA • WWW.HEALTHMART.COM

JDX PHARMACY

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment 
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you 

with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.

Your Local Pharmacy 
and Medical Equipment 

Supply Source

Medical equipment:
• Hospital beds
• Lift chairs
• Wheelchairs
•  Bathroom safety 

products
• and more

Medicine:
• Prescription medicine
• Cold medicine
• Cough syrup
• Cough drops
• Flu medicine
• Pain relief medicine

805-922-1747
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Call for Reservations  
805-927-4502 

www.raggedpointinn.com

2021
SUMMER

CONCERT SERIES
FEATURING 

Central Coast bands, BBQ,  
and beer on our outdoor  

patio from 12-4pm

JULY

AUGUST

7/24 Rockin’ Bs  
7/25 Spanky Paul  
7/31 Rough House

8/1 Spanky Paul  
8/7 Solstice Sisters

8/8 Shameless
8/14 Jump Jax 
8/15 Jill Knight

The Dune Center invites you to support educational programming for 
thousands of Central Coast students & residents by tipping your hats and 

raising a glass at the reopening celebration of the 
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center.

Benefiting the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center

REOPENING 
CELEBRATION

SATURDAY, JULY 31ST, 2021

• Traditional Chumash Welcome Ceremony
• Live music by local jazz musicians, the Dylan Johnson Quartet

• World Famous Santa Maria Style BBQ sponsored by The Elks of    
   Santa Maria & the American Legion Post 371

• Bar featuring local wine & beer
• Live Auction with Auctioneer John Glines

• Silent Auction (Pre-Event Bidding July 18th - July 31st)

Cookout Event 1:00PM - 4:00PM  |  $50 per ticket 
More at dunescenter.org/celebration

Roaring 20’s Vintage Cookout
1065 Guadalupe Street, Guadalupe, CA 93434

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

Senior Dial-A-Ride
HELP WANTED

DRIVERS PART-TIME TO FULL TIME WITH GREAT PAY & BENEFITS
Established, growing company with local 
routes. Class B Passenger & Air Brake 
Endorsements desired. Paid commercial 
license training provided. Good driving 
record & current DMV-(H6) required. 
$300 Signing Bonus paid after 90 Day 
Intro Period. A GREAT career opportunity!

SMOOTH, Inc. 240 East Roemer Way, Santa Maria · 805-922-8476

An Equal Opportunity (EEO) Employer
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL OR TEXT: TERRY

909-917-9122

OWNER OPERATORS
TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED

2014 OR NEWER 3 AXLE TRUCK • YOU PULL OUR TRAILERS @ NO COST • HOME DAILY

DEDICATED LANES
INCENTIVE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE · APPLIES TO LOMPOC LANES

LONG BEACH
FRESNO
NORTHERN CALLOMPOC
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(Continued on next page)

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

R1043R-1

CA residents scramble to get last Walking Liberty Rolls

■ GOT ‘EM: Residents all across California who get their hands on these State Restricted Silver Walking 
Liberty Bank Roll are definitely showing them off. That’s because they are the only ones known to exist. And 
here’s the best part, these Bank Rolls are loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberty coins some 
dating back to the early 1900’s and worth up to 100 times their face value so everyone wants them.

 CALIFORNIA - Once California residents 
got wind that California State Restricted 
Bank Rolls filled with Silver Walking Liber-
ties dating back to the early 1900’s were be-
ing handed over, there was a mad dash to get 
them. That’s because some of these U.S. Gov’t 
issued silver coins are already worth hun-
dreds in collector value.
 “It’s like a run on the banks. The phones are 
ringing off the hook. That’s because everyone 
is trying to get them before they’re all gone,” 
according to officials at the National Mint and 
Treasury who say they can barely keep up 
with all the orders.
 In fact, they had to impose a strict limit of 4 
California State Restricted Bank Rolls. So, if 
you get the chance to get your hands on these 
State Restricted Bank Rolls you better hurry 
because hundreds of California residents al-
ready have and you don’t want to miss out.
 You see, the U.S. Gov’t stopped minting 

these Silver Walking Liberties in 1947 and 
there can never be any more which makes 
them extremely collectible.
 And here’s the best part. The rolls are 
unsearched so there’s no telling how much 
they could be worth in collector value.
 That’s why at just the $39 state mini-
mum set by National Mint and Treasury 
it’s a deal too good to pass up.
 But you better hurry because these 
California State Restricted Bank Rolls are 
the only ones known to exist and California 
residents are grabbing them up as fast as 
they can.
 That’s because they make amazing gifts 
for children, grandchildren and loved ones. 
Just imagine the look on their face when 
you hand them one of the State Restricted 
Rolls — they’ll tell everyone they know 
what you did for them.

CALIFORNIA - “It’s a miracle these 
State Restricted Bank Rolls even exist. 
That’s why Hotline Operators are brac-
ing for the flood of calls,” said Laura 
Lynne, U.S. Coin and Currency Director 
for the National Mint and Treasury.

For the next 2 days the last remain-
ing State of California Restricted Bank 
Rolls loaded with rarely seen U.S. Gov’t 
issued Silver Walking Liberties are ac-
tually being handed over to California 
residents who call the State Toll-Free 
Hotlines listed in today’s newspaper 
publication.

“I recently spoke with a numismatic 
expert in United States of America 
coins and currency who said ‘In all my 
years as a numismatist I’ve only ever 
seen a handful of these rarely seen Sil-
ver Walking Liberties issued by the U.S. 
Gov’t back in the early 1900’s. But to 
actually find them sealed away in State 
Restricted Bank Rolls still in pristine 
condition is like finding buried treasure. 
So anyone lucky enough to get their 
hands on these Bank Rolls had better 
hold on to them,’” Lynne said.

“Now that the State of California Re-
stricted Bank Rolls are being offered 
up we won’t be surprised if thousands 
of California residents claim the maxi-
mum limit allowed of 4 Bank Rolls per 

Last State Restricted Silver Walking Liberty 
Bank Rolls go to California residents
California residents get first dibs on last remaining Bank Rolls loaded with U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking 
Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face value for the next 2 days

 STATE DISTRIBUTION: A strict limit of 4 State Restricted Bank Rolls per CA resident has been imposed

SILVER: one of the 
last silver coins 
minted 
for circulation

RARELY SEEN: 
minted by the u.s. 
mint in the early 

1900’s

ENLARGED 
TO SHOW DETAIL:  
year varies 1916-
1947

VALUABLE: minted 
in philadelphia, 

denver 
& san francisco
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Yes. These U.S. Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberties were minted in the early 1900’s and 
will never be minted again. That makes them extremely collectible. The vast majority of 
half dollars minted after 1970 have no silver content at all and these Walking Liberties were 
one of the last silver coins minted for circulation. That’s why many of them now command 
hundreds in collector value so there’s no telling how much they could be worth in collector 
value someday.

Are these Silver 
Walking Liberties 
worth more than 
other half dollars:

How do I get the 
State Restricted 
Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank 
Rolls:

California residents are authorized to claim up to the limit of 4 State Restricted Walking 
Liberty Silver Bank Rolls by calling the State Toll Free Hotline at 1-800-979-3771  
Ext. RWB1108 starting at precisely 8:30 am this morning. Everyone who does is getting the 
only State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist. That’s a full Bank Roll 
containing 15 Silver Walking Liberties from the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their 
face value for just the state minimum set by the National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver 
Walking Liberty, which is just $585 for the full Bank Rolls and that’s a real steal because non 
state residents are not permitted to call before 5 pm tomorrow and must pay $1,770 for each 
California State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Roll if any remain.

Why are so 
many California 
residents 
claiming them:

Because they are the only State Restricted Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to 
exist and everyone wants their share. Each Bank Roll contains a whopping 15 Silver 
Walking Liberties dating back to the early 1900’s some worth up to 100 times their face 
value. Best of all California residents are guaranteed to get them for the state minimum 
set by the National Mint and Treasury of just $39 per Silver Walking Liberty for the next 
two days.

How much are 
State Restricted 
Walking Liberty 
Silver Bank 
Rolls worth:

It’s impossible to say, but some of these U.S Gov’t issued Walking Liberties dating back to 
the early 1900’s are worth up to 100 times the face value and there are 15 in each Bank 
Roll so you better hurry if you want to get your hands on them. Collector values always 
fluctuate and there are never any guarantees. But we do know they are the only California 
State Silver Bank Rolls known to exist and Walking Liberties are highly collectible so 
anyone lucky enough to get their hands on these Silver Bank Rolls should hold onto them 
because there’s no telling how much they could be worth in collector value someday.

FACTS: If you are a California State Resident read the important information below about claiming the State 
Silver Bank Rolls, then call the State Toll-Free Hotline at 8:30 am:  1-800-979-3771 EXT: RWB1108

HOW TO CLAIM THE LAST STATE RESTRICTED BANK ROLLS
(Continued from previous page)

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. IF FOR 
ANY REASON WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS SHIPPING AND RETURN POSTAGE. 
THIS SAME OFFER MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE OR IN A DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD 6.5% SALES TAX. 
NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, PO BOX 35609, CANTON, OH 44735 ©2021 NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY.
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resident before they’re all gone,” said 
Lynne.

“That’s because the dates and mint 
marks of the U.S. Gov’t issued Silver 
Walking Liberty Half Dollars sealed 
away inside the State of California Re-
stricted Bank Rolls have never been 
searched. But, we do know that some of 
these coins date clear back to the early 
1900’s and are worth up to 100 times 
their face value, so there is no telling 
what California residents will find until 
they sort through all the coins,” Lynne 
went on to say.

And here’s the best part. If you are 
a resident of the state of California 
you cover only the $39 per coin state 
minimum set by the National Mint and 
Treasury, that’s fifteen rarely seen U.S. 
Gov’t issued Silver Walking Liberties 
worth up to 100 times their face value 
for just $585 which is a real steal be-
cause non state residents must pay $118 
per coin which totals $1,770 if any coins 
remain after the 2-day deadline.

The only thing California residents 
need to do is call the State Toll-Free 
Hotlines printed in today’s newspaper 
publication before the 2-day order dead-
line ends.

“Rarely seen U.S. Gov’t issued silver 
coins like these are highly sought after, 
but we’ve never seen anything like this 
before. According to The Official Red 
Book, a Guide Book of United States 
Coins many Silver Walking Liberty Half 
Dollars are now worth $115 - $825 each 
in collector value,” Lynne said.

 “We’re guessing thousands of 
California residents will be taking the 
maximum limit of 4 Bank Rolls because 
they make such amazing gifts for any 
occasion for children, parents, grand-
parents, friends and loved ones,” Lynne 
continued.

“We know the phones will be ringing 
off the hook. That’s why hundreds of 
Hotline Operators are standing by to 
answer the phones beginning at 8:30 
am this morning. We’re going to do our 
best, but with just 2 days to answer all 
the calls it won’t be easy. So make sure 
to tell everyone to keep calling if all lines 
are busy. We’ll do our best to answer 
them all.” Lynne said.

The only thing readers of today’s 
newspaper publication need to do is 
make sure they are a resident of the 
state of California and call the Nation-
al Toll-Free Hotlines before the 2-day 
deadline ends midnight tomorrow. ■
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ART FROM THE TRAIL: EXPLORING THE 
NATURAL BEAUTY OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
Celebrates the Central Coast with 38 artworks by 27 local 
artists from the Oak Group, SLOPE (San Luis Outdoor 
Painters for the Environment) and SCAPE (Southern 
California Artists Painting for the Environment). Saturdays, 
Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through Oct. 3 $5 General 
Admission; ages 17 and under are free. 805-688-1082. 
wildlingmuseum.org/news/art-from-the-trail. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

ART IN THE GARDEN Painters, photographers, 
poets, and other practitioners of the arts are 
welcome to gather once a month for a free, self-
directed happening described by art therapist Stacey 
Thompson as “an outlet for people during this difficult 
time.” Last Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
santaynezvalleybotanicgarden.org/. Santa Ynez Botanic 
Garden, 151 Sycamore Drive, Buellton.

BIO/MASS: CONTEMPORARY MEDITATIONS ON 
NATURE Invites viewers to engage with art through 
the eyes of the artists as observers and interpreters of 
the world around them. The exhibition highlights eleven 
contemporary artists who create work in series, exploring 
some element of nature. Saturdays, Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. through Sept. 5 $5 General Admission; ages 17 and 
under are free. 805-688-1082. wildlingmuseum.org/
news/biomass. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-
B Mission Dr., Solvang.

HOLLI HARMON: THE NATURE OF CLOUDS 
Chandelier crystals, spider plants, and various 
succulents are among the items suspended by 
invisible threads, all under a ceiling designed 
to resemble a cumulus-cloud-filled sky, in 
artist Holli Harmon’s window installation 
inspired by the water cycle. Through Nov. 
1 wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of 
Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082.

INSIDE/OUTSIDE Gallery Los Olivos 
presents artists Renee Kelleher and Jim Tyler in 
an exhibit of pastel and oil paintings. The pair share 
their passion for rich color, lighting, composition, and 
strong value contrasts. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
through July 31 805-688-7517. GalleryLosOlivos.com. 
Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: BIRD STUDIES A collaboration 
with educator Erin Dunkle and middle school students 
enrolled in Solvang School’s Art and Science elective class 

to explore birding and the art of John James Audubon. 
Through Sept. 12 Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-
B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

CENTRAL COAST NATIVES ART SHOW Featured 
artist Diane Atturio will be showcasing her watercolor 
work, during Central Coast Natives. Fridays-Sundays, 
12-4 p.m. through Aug. 29 Free. Cypress Gallery, 119 E 
Cypress Ave., Lompoc, 805-705-5328, lompocart.org.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

FEATURED ARTIST: MARILYN DOVER BENSON 
On display now through the end of July, at the Shepard 
Hall Gallery at the Santa Maria Public Library. Exhibiting 
the works of Central Coast artist Marilyn Dover Benson. 
Through July 29 Free. cityofsantamaria.org. Shepard Hall 
Art Gallery - SM Public Library, 421 South McClelland St., 
Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

JULY CAMPS: WINE AND DESIGN Check website 
for more details. Through July 23, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
Through July 30, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Admission varies. 
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt, 
wineanddesign.com/orcutt-ca/.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO Call or go online for the 
Academy’s current offerings. The Academy offers private 
lessons by the hour or half hour for all age groups and 
ability. ongoing 805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com. Coelho 
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

OUTDOOR UKULELE LESSONS For individuals 50 
years and up, at no charge. Participants will learn to 
play chords, melodies, and familiar songs. Five baritone 
ukuleles are available to borrow, or class members may 
bring one of their own. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 12:30-1:30 

p.m. cityofsantamaria.org/register. Elwin Mussell 
Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams 
live on PCPA’s Instagram every Thursday 
and spotlights a different thespian guest 

each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. 
Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 
Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses 
our students’ learning to serve children and parents who 
are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock College 
and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to bring a love 
of stories and language to people right in their homes. 
ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre,  
Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

SUMMER CAMPS AT WINE AND DESIGN Offered 
during various weeks of June and July (check site for full list 
of camps). Through July 23 Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt 
Road, suite 105, Orcutt, wineanddesign.com/orcutt-ca/.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every Tuesday sit 
down with one of our technical staff and learn about the ins 
and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive with our host Erik 
Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

TEEN PAINT WITH ME PACKS: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Packs will include all the supplies 
needed to create a personalized geometric masterpiece. 
Join a Zoom session to hang out with other teens and 
follow along with an art lesson or watch the instructions 
in a Library YouTube tutorial. July 22, July 23 and July 
24 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s 
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is 
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school 
drama students. Check site or call for more info. ongoing 
PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 
805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROJECT: SUMMER 
PROGRAMS AT PCPA Features programs for ages 
9-12, 13-17, and 8-17. Through July 23 and Through 
July 30 $250 per student. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College, Santa Maria, 
805-922-8313.

YOUTH ARTS ALIVE CLASSES The City of Santa Maria 
Recreation and Parks Department and Youth Arts Alive will 
be offering youth arts classes, at no charge, for youth and 
teens ages 8 to 18 years of age. Classes held outdoors. 
Through July 30 Free. youthartsalive.org. Abel Maldonado 
Community Youth Center, 600 S. McClelland St.,  
Santa Maria.

YOUTH WRITING PACKS: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Designed for students through age 17 and 
includes a journal as well as a variety of activities to both 
ease the pressure of writing and inspire amateur authors. 
Limit of one pack per household; available while supplies 
last. July 31 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. 
SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ART IN THE PARK AT DINOSAUR CAVES An outdoor 
art festival featuring more than 40 artists/vendors. 
Located at Dinosaur Caves Park in Shell Beach, overlooking 
the ocean. Selection includes glass, pottery, jewelry, 
textiles, furniture, sculpture, paintings, photography, 
beauty products, food, plants, and more. Aug. 1, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Free. 559-907-7538. artintheparkshellbeach.com. 
Dinosaur Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.

COMEDY TONIGHT A two-act vaudeville revue filled with 
puns, parodies, song, and dance starring some of your 
Melodrama favorites. Sundays, 6-8 p.m. through Sept. 12 
$25-$32. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.com/.  
Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

MIXED MEDIA FOR AGES 5-6 AND 7-12 For ages 
5-6 (Mondays) and 7-12 (Tuesdays). Mondays, Tuesdays, 
3:15-4:15 p.m. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.

OPEN STUDIO FOR ADULTS Call to reserve. All 
materials included. Tuesdays, 6-9 p.m. and Wednesdays, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. $35. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ACT SUMMER THEATRE CAMPS Enjoy a whole 
week of theatrical fun in a safe, welcoming environment. 
Students (ages 5-18) will learn a variety of theater skills, 
including improvisation, movement, character exploration, 
and acting basics. Camps conclude with a performance 
for family and friends. Scholarships available. Mondays-
Fridays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. through July 30 $150-$300. 805-
781-3889. slorep.org/education/act-theatre-camps/.  
San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St.,  
San Luis Obispo.

JOIN THE JOURNEY
The Pacific Conservatory Theatre presents its production of Together: A Musical Journey, 
with performances running through Saturday, Aug. 7, at the Solvang Festival Theater. 
This original show is described as a celebration of sharing experiences through story and 
song. General admission starts at $35. For tickets, entry protocols, and more info, call (805) 
922-8313 or visit pcpa.org. Solvang Festival Theater is located at 420 2nd St., Solvang.

—Caleb Wiseblood

COURTESY PHOTO BY KATIE FUCHS-WACKOWSKI

ARTS continued page 18

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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What’s That 
SMELL?

It’s a bad neighbor.
Unregulated cannabis grows affect the 
quality of life of thousands of people 

who live next to them. 

Respect for your neighbours is an action, 
not a marketing scheme. 

Know the facts and join the fight: 
www.sbcountycoalition.com

HINT: It’s not a skunk...

What’s That 
SMELL?

It’s a bad neighbor.
Unregulated cannabis grows affect the 
quality of life of thousands of people 

who live next to them. 

Respect for your neighbours is an action, 
not a marketing scheme. 

Know the facts and join the fight: 
www.sbcountycoalition.com

HINT: It’s not a skunk...

..It’s the smell of failure.

Our County has failed to put even basic 

regulations on large-scale cannabis. Unregulated 

cannabis grows affect the quality of life of 

thousands of people who live next to them.

It’s time for the county to fi x this mess. 

It’s time to stop the skunk. It’s time for a change.

File your odor complaint today at:
www.sbcountycoalition.com/fi le

 What’s Your Take? We know you’ve got an opinion.  
Everybody’s got one!

Enter your choice online at:  

SantaMariaSun.com
This week’s  
online poll
7/22 – 7/29

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE WAY TO SAVE WATER?
m Letting my lawn or garden die.

m Gray water recycling.

m If it’s yellow, let it mellow.

m Taking shorter showers.

Tickets on sale now at 
My805Tix.com 

Supporting local journalism, one ticket at a time.

SLO Blues Baseball vs.  
Arroyo Seco Saints 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28
Sinsheimer Park, SLO

SLO Blues Baseball vs.  
Conejo Oaks 

FRIDAY, JULY 30
Sinsheimer Park, SLO

SLO Blues Baseball vs.  
MLB Academy Barons 

SATURDAY, JULY 31
Sinsheimer Park, SLO

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com POWERED BY: &

Symphony of the Vines 
Fundraiser

SUNDAY, JULY 25
Pear Valley Vineyard, Paso Robles

SLO Blues Baseball vs.  
Orange County Riptide 

TUESDAY, JULY 27
Sinsheimer Park, SLO

The FrenZ
SATURDAY, JULY 24

Point San Luis Lighthouse,  
Avila Beach

In-Person Lighthouse Tours  
WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
Point San Luis Lighthouse, 

Avila Beach

Virtual Lighthouse Tours  
ON DEMAND

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

SLO Blues Baseball vs.  
MLB Academy Barons 

THURS & FRI, JULY 22 & 23
Sinsheimer Park, SLO

Pecho Coast Trail  
Plant Life

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
Point San Luis Lighthouse 

Dunes Center Reopening 
Celebration & BBQ
SATURDAY, JULY 31

The Dunes Center, Guadalupe

Central Coast  
Guitar Show

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
SLO Guild Hall

Zongo All-Stars
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

Point San Luis Lighthouse,  
Avila Beach

Shirley Valentine
FRI, SAT, SUN, AUGUST 13-15

By the Sea Productions, 
Morro Bay

Resonance presents: 
Seasons

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
Mission San Luis Obispo
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ATMOSPHERES DEEP SLOMA presents a 
multimedia exhibition exploring themes of ecology and 
environmentalism. Through Aug. 1 sloma.org/exhibition/
atmospheres-deep/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ART INSTRUCTORS: ART CENTRAL 
Seeking local artists with teaching experience to lead 
live in-person workshops and demos at Art Central. 
Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. through July 
30 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/workshops-events/. 
Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED) SLO REP returns with 
a madcap comedy, which features 3 actors who weave 
their wicked way through all of Shakespeare’s comedies, 
histories, and tragedies in one wild ride that will leave you 
breathless and helpless with laughter. Fridays, Saturdays, 
7 p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m. through Aug. 8 
$20-$35. 805-781-3889. slorep.org. San Luis Obispo 
Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St., San Luis Obispo.

IMAGINATIVE PLAY WITH PYJAMA DRAMA This 
online imaginative play class will teach children fun 
ways to handle new situations and emotions in a fun and 
nurturing environment. Registration required (see link). 
Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m. through July 28 Free. 
slolibrary.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

RETURNING HOME: SCULPTURES BY KRISTIN 
LINDSETH This series of sculptures explores the idea of 
home through miniature houses mounted on top of metal 
armatures. Reflecting on her experiences regarding the 
California wildfires of August 2020, Lindseth considers 
the implications of vulnerability, loss, and hope. Mondays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through Sept. 
26 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

SNAIL MAIL PRINTS: THE CENTRAL COAST 
PRINTMAKERS The Central Coast Printmakers 
started an art project during quarantine to stay 
connected, they took inspiration from the Exquisite 
Corpse Project popularized by 1920’s surrealists. In 
their version, each began an original print and mailed 
it to the next member to add to it. Sundays, 12-4 p.m. 
and Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. through Aug. 
30 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/portfolio/
central-coast-printmakers/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.

SUMMER CAMP: VIDEO GAME CODING, 
CARTOONING, CLAYMATION, AND MORE Ray 
Mullikin (of Raytoons Cartoons) will be teaching his online 
classes through Outschool this year instead of Cuesta 
College For Kids. He will be teaching classes in Cartooning, 
Claymation, 2-D Animation, Video Game Coding, Comic 
Book Making, and much more. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. through Aug. 6 $40. 805-590-7334. outschool.com. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

STUDIOS ON THE PARK: ONLINE CLASSES AND 
WORKSHOPS Check site for a variety of virtual classes 
and workshops online. studiosonthepark.org. Studios on 
the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.

WINNING IMAGES 2021 Since 1994, New Times 
Media Group has invited local photographers to show us 
life from their point of view. Come check out of this year’s 
winning photos on display. Through July 24 newtimesslo.
com. Studios on the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 
805-238-9800.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

GREGORY SIRAGUSA: FEATURED ARTIST Artist 
statement: “Photography offers an opportunity to marvel at 
the beauty in the world. Birds, sunsets, mountains, oceans, 
all offers a journey into the sublime.” Through July 29 Free. 
805-772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at 
Marina Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

LISA FALK: FEATURED GLASS ARTIST Lisa Renée 
Falk has brought with her many years of experience in 
art and design, and working with various materials. She 
is excited to share. Through July 29 Free. 805-772-1068. 
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 601 
Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP SHOW: COASTAL 
ENCOUNTERS Gallery at Marina Square presents 
photographers: Alice Cahill, Carlo Christian, Terry 
Garvin, Dominic Hartman, Brett Harvey, Jack McNeal, 
Karen Peterson, and Beth Sargent in a group show. 
Through July 29, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-772-1068. 
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 601 
Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

PEACE OF MIND: 10,000 STEPS IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION Alma Rosa Winery to host its second-
annual 2021 Peace of Mind: 10,000 Steps in the Right 
Direction fundraising walk to support research and 
treatment for anxiety and depression. July 24, 9 a.m. 

$50. 805-691- 9395. almarosawinery.com. Alma Rosa 
Estate, 7250 Santa Rosa Road, Buellton.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

2021 SUMMER DROP-IN Features outdoor games, 
movie days, arts and crafts, sports, and more. For ages 
6 to 12. Sibling discount offered. Presented by the City 
of Lompoc Recreation Division. Mondays-Fridays, 12:30-
5:15 p.m. through Aug. 13 Admission varies. 805-875-
8100. Anderson Recreation Center, 125 W. Walnut Ave., 
Lompoc, cityoflompoc.com/parks_rec/anderson.htm.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking 
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and 
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria, 
Citywide, Santa Maria.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP (ONLINE) Join us 
for this Caregiver Support Group online. Sponsored 
by the Santa Maria Wisdom Center and Dignity Health 
Family Caregiver Support Program. Open to everyone. 
Call to have zoom link emailed, or for questions. Fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 1:30-2:30 p.m. through Dec. 31 
Free. 805-354-5326. smwisdomcenter.org. Santa Maria, 
Citywide, Santa Maria.

THE DUNES CENTER’S REOPENING 
CELEBRATION AND BARBECUE Experience an 
entertaining afternoon of lively, toe-tapping jazz, libations, 
and Santa Maria style barbecue while celebrating the 
beauty of the Central Coast. July 31, 1-4 p.m. 805-343-
2455. my805tix.com. Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center, 
1065 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe.

FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 
a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HARRY POTTER YOUTH 
PACKS: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Host a 
birthday party for everyone’s favorite wizard with a Happy 
Birthday Harry Potter Youth pack. Pick up a pack from the 
Youth Services desk at the Santa Maria Public Library. 
Limit of one pack per youth; available while supplies last. 
July 24, July 26, July 27, July 28, July 29, July 30 
and July 31 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. 
SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CLASS Tuesdays Oasis 
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION 
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get 
support from others from the comfort of your own home. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805-
598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E 
Orange St., Santa Maria.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. 805-937-9750. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt.

SUCCULENT EXCHANGE The Santa Maria Public Library 
is pleased to announce a free succulent exchange. Please 
bring “pest free” clippings of your favorite succulents to 
trade and share with other succulent lovers. July 24, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org/city-
government/departments/library. SM Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Sign up for the Summer Reading 
Program at your local library branch. There is a special 
reading program for every age level from toddlers to adults. 
Each program offers activities and challenges as well as 
prizes for reading, based on age level. Through July 31 
Free. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.beanstack.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TEEN ANIME CLUB PACKS: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Pick up an Anime Club Pack from the Library 
which will include something bookish, something crafty, 
and of course, something yummy. Registration for an Anime 
Club Pack includes a link to the monthly Anime Club Zoom 
Meeting. July 22, July 23 and July 24 Free. 805-925-
0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TEEN STEAM MAKER SPACE PACKS (KIT 4) 
Teens, get a free STEAM Pack from any SMPL branch. 
This project was supported in whole or in part by the 
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under 
the provisions of the Library Services and Technology 
Act, administered in California by the State Librarian. 
July 22, July 23 and July 24 Free. 805-925-0994. 
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TEEN STEAM MAKER SPACE PACKS (KIT 4): 
SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY This summer, teens 
will have a chance to use STEM concepts to complete 
fun experiments. These packs are a great opportunity to 
have a great time, make stuff, and learn something too. 
Limit of one pack per youth. July 22, July 23 and July 
24 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TEEN STEAM MAKER SPACE PACKS (KIT 5) 
Teens, get a free STEAM Pack from any SMPL branch. 
This project was supported in whole or in part by the 
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under the 

provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act, 
administered in California by the State Librarian. July 31 
Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call 
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. ongoing 
Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa 
Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

YOGA FOR MANKIND: ZOOM CLASSES Offering 
a variety of virtual yoga and pilates classes over the 
summer. Check site for class schedule. ongoing Starts 
at $10. yoga4mankind.org. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N 
Broadway, suite B, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

AMPSURF KIDS SUMMER SURF CAMP (WEEKLY 
JUNE TO SEPT) All children with all abilities invited to 
participate. Early signups can use promo code KIDSURF21 
for $50 off. Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. through Sept. 3 
$0-$350. 805-441-5271. ampsurf.org. Addie Street Surfer 
Parking Lot, Addie Street, Pismo Beach.

BRAIN AND BODY BOOTCAMP FOR KIDS For ages 
9-15; attend 1 day; 3 days; or 9 days. 6/15-7/1; 7/27-8/12. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays, 1:15-2:45 p.m. through Aug. 12 
$50. 805-295-9505. mpspost.wordpress.com/applied-
neurology-2/. Central Core, 1160 Price Street, Pismo Beach.

JIMMY PAULDING FOR SUPERVISOR KICKOFF 
EVENT Come meet and hear Jimmy Paulding kick off his 
campaign for SLO County Supervisor at Heritage Square 
Park in Arroyo Grande. July 31, 2-5 p.m. Free. 805-994-
0025. jimmypaulding.org. Heritage Square Park, 201 
Nelson St., Arroyo Grande.

PECHO COAST TRAIL PLANT LIFE Learn about the 
native plants that thrive along the Pecho Coast Trail and 
discover their medicinal uses. General admission ticket 
includes hike, tour and lunch. Aug. 1, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse 
Rd., Avila Beach.

POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE VIRTUAL TOUR 
Join a live docent via Zoom for an interactive virtual 
tour of the Point San Luis Lighthouse. Wednesdays, 11 
a.m. $10. pointsanluislighthouse.org/. Point San Luis 
Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SUMMER CAMP (GRADES 1-6) Held at different 
elementary schools in Nipomo. Camps feature games, 
arts and crafts, movies, STEAM activities, and more. 
Through Aug. 13 805-929-5437. nipomorecreation.org. 
Nipomo, Citywide, Nipomo.

VETSURF FRIDAY Veterans encouraged to join us for 
these weekly VetSurf programs to share the camaraderie. 
Surfers and non-surfers are welcome; enjoy coffee and 
snacks on the beach or paddle out to share some waves 
with fellow Veterans. Fridays, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Free 
admission. 805-441-5271. ampsurf.org. Addie Street 
Surfer Parking Lot, Addie Street, Pismo Beach.

WEEKLY DROWNING RESCUE COURSES Facility 
advertised as open and safe. Give the office a call 
to register over the phone. Mondays-Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-6:30 p.m. Members $130; Non-members $160. 805-
481-6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, Arroyo 
Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

YOGA AT THE LIGHTHOUSE As part of the 130th 
Anniversary celebration of the Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
there will be a one-time day of yoga. July 31, 8 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 
Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ADAPTING TO A CHANGING CLIMATE 
WORKSHOP: STRATEGIES FOR A MORE 
RESILIENT SLO Join the City of San Luis Obispo for 
this virtual workshop to provide input on how the City can 
prepare and respond to increased risk of extreme heat, 
wildfire, flooding, and drought due to climate change. 
July 22, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. lgc.org/resilient-slo/. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

BIRDS AND BOTANY MONTHLY WALK AT SLO 
BOTANICAL GARDEN The Garden is excited to present 
a monthly bird walk series on the fourth Thursday of 
every month which explores the intersection of birds and 
botany. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8-11 a.m. $10 
for Garden Members; $40 for general public. 805-541-
1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450 
Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

CAL HOPE SLO GROUPS AT TMHA Visit website 
for full list of weekly Zoom groups available. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays calhopeconnect.org. 
Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 784 High Street, 
San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND BOUNDARIES 
Have your communication skills gotten a little rusty 
during the shutdown? How can you improve your 
relationships and workplace communication skills? 
This is important, and so is allowing others to express 
themselves. Tuesdays, 9-10:30 a.m. through Aug. 17 
Free. t-mha.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

DEALING WITH OVERWHELMING EMOTIONS: 
ONLINE STRESS SUPPORT (ZOOM) Feelings got 
you dazed and confused? Not dealing well with yet more 
changes? We have some awesome, kind, caring, and wise 
folks from FEMA Crisis Counseling team and TMHA who 
can try and help the stress get less. Mondays, 5-6:30 
p.m. through Aug. 30 Free. zoom.us/j/85989402573. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

MEET AN AMAZING ANIMAL EACH WEEK (LIVE 
VIA ZOOM) Each Tuesday, meet a different animal 
through Zoom, and learn about the people who work 
with them. Part of the 2021 Summer Reading Program. 
Tuesdays, 10:30-11 a.m. through July 27 Free. 805-781-
5775. slolibrary.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION (ONLINE 
MEETING) Zoom series hosted by TMHA. Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m.-noon Transitions Mental Health Warehouse, 
784 High Street, San Luis Obispo, 805-270-3346.

MODERN DANCE FITNESS CLASS FOR ADULTS 
Rhythmic and exploratory movement rooted in expressive 
modern dance style. This class is suitable for all levels. 
Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m. World Rhythm and Motion Studio, 
3422 Miguelito Ct., Studio #3, San Luis Obispo, 805-596-
0609, worldrhythmandmotion.com.

PERSONS LIVING WITH DISABILITIES SUPPORT 
GROUP Open to the public at no charge. The group, 
led by a trained facilitator, offers a safe space to share 
experiences with challenge, change, grief, loss, and 
resilience with peers. Mondays, 4:30-6 p.m. hospiceslo.
org/support-groups. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SEA ANIMALS OF THE CENTRAL COAST Meet a 

FELINE FINE
The Lompoc Valley Art Association presents its current solo exhibition, Color Connections, 
through Sunday, July 25, at the Cypress Gallery. This exhibit showcases a collection of bold 
and colorful acrylic pieces by Central Coast local Chris Jeszeck (whose work is pictured 
here). Admission to the show is free. Call (805) 737-1129 or visit lompocart.org for more info.  
The gallery is located at 119 E. Cypress Ave., Lompoc.

—C.W.

FILE COURTESY IMAGE BY CHRIS JESZECK

JULY 22 – JULY 29 
2021
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 � Cash Prizes
 � Competition Rifle 

Hole
 � Precision Rifle Hole
 � Pepper Ball Hole
 � Margarita & Taco 

Hole

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13TH, 2021
SANTA MARIA COUNTRY CLUB

Santa Maria
POLICE COUNCIL

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  T H E

Golf, Food & Fun!

Featuring Comedian

Kevin Jordan

ONLINE
REGISTER smpcgolf.com

call/text 805-268-1669

PROUDLY SERVING  
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

L O C AT I O N S

There’s no 
substitute  
for quality!

Santa Maria 
985 E. Betteravia

Milpas 
216 South Milpas

Buellton 
205 East Hwy 246 

La Cumbre Plaza 
3890 La Cumbre Ln Norte

Lompoc 
1413 North H Street

Goleta (The Original) 
5735 Hollister

Downtown SB 
628 State Street

Isla Vista 
888 Embarcadero Del

Results will be 
published on 

August 19

To be a part of this publication, book your ad by August 12

Contact your sales rep today! 
805-347-1968

SantaMariaSun.com

21st Annual   
Best of  Northern  

Santa Barbara 
County Readers Poll
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ENTRY PERIOD BEGINS 
NEXT WEEK! Thursday, July 29, 2021

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES 
Monday, August 16, 2021 by 5pm

SAVE THE DATE! 
NTMA SHOWCASE 
Friday, November 12, 2021  
@ SLO Brew Rock

Attention local  
singers, song writers, 
musicians, & bands:
It’s almost time to enter  
this year’s New Times  
Music Awards!

NewTimesSLO.com

fascinating sea creature with the Central Coast Aquarium. 
Learn about crabs, sharks, rays, and other amazing local 
sea animals. Part of the Summer Reading Program. Videos 
premiere on Mondays on our YouTube channel. 31st of 
every month, 8:30-9 a.m. 
through Aug. 2 Free. 805-781-
5775. slolibrary.org. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLO BLUES BASEBALL 
Come see the Blues take on 
various teams at the ballpark. 
Tickets are limited; early 
purchases recommended. 
Visit site for more details. 
July 22, 6 p.m. my805tix.
com. Sinsheimer Park, 900 
Southwood Dr., San Luis 
Obispo, 805-781-7222.

SLO NOONTIME 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
MEETINGS Want to improve 
speaking and leadership skills 
in a supportive and positive 
environment? During COVID, 
we are meeting virtually. 
Contact us to get a meeting 
link for info. Tuesdays, 12-1 
p.m. Free. slonoontime.
toastmastersclubs.org. Zoom, 
Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

STORYTIME TALES 
FROM AROUND THE USA 
Each Friday this summer, 
we will premiere a story 
time from around the USA, 
each recorded in a different 
state. Fridays, 6 a.m. through 
July 30 Free. 805-781-5775. slolibrary.org. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

SUMMER SUPER CAMP-A-PALOOZA Summer camps 
for ages 4 and up. Each week has a different theme with 
special guests and fun activities. Through Aug. 18 805-
549-8408. iflipforccg.com. Central Coast Gymnastics 
Sports Center, 21 Zaca Lane, San Luis Obispo.

VOLUNTEER SOLAR INSTALLER TRAINING 
WEBINAR WITH SUNWORK Learn the basics of installing 
rooftop solar energy systems by volunteering with SunWork. 
This 3-hour online event teaches the basics of rooftop solar, 
electricity, and safety. After completing the training, you 
are eligible to join us to install residential solar systems in 
our community. July 24, 9 a.m.-noon Free. 805-229-1250. 
sunwork.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

2021 CALIFORNIA MID-STATE FAIR The California 
Mid-State Fair is held annually and runs for 12 days at 
the end of July. The Fair has hosted some of the biggest 
names in the music industry. Check site for updates and 
full list of featured entertainment, live music, and more. 
Through Aug. 1 midstatefair.com. Paso Robles Event 
Center, 2198 Riverside Ave., Paso Robles, 805-238-9607.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering 
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: CELLAR CLUB Visit site for Cellar 
Club details and more info. Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. 805-691-9413. standingsunwines.com. Standing 
Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: WINE CLUB Call or go online 
to make a reservation to taste at the winery or find 
more info on the winery’s Wine Club offerings. ongoing 
presquilewine.com/club/. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 
Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110.

WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON 
CLASSES Check Wine and Design’s Orcutt website 
for the complete list of virtual and in-person classes, 
for various ages. Also offering kids camps for summer. 
ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. Wine and 
Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Saturdays, 
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley.

PISMO BEACH FARMERS MARKET Features various 
vendors selling their goods. Wednesdays, 4-7 p.m. Pismo 
Beach Farmers Market, Pismo Pier.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

FESTIVAL MOZAIC: NOTABLE DINNER Festival 
music director Scott Yoo will host an interactive 
performance and exploration of two pieces, Fanny 
Mendelssohn’s String Quartet and Amy Beach’s Theme 

and Variations, in the beautiful setting of Tolosa Winery. 
Following the performance enjoy a three-course farm-to-
table meal while taking in vineyard views. July 26, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. $175-$200. 805-781-3009. festivalmozaic.org. 
Tolosa Winery, 4910 Edna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

MUSIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

LIVE MUSIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Brick Barn 
Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-686-1208, 
brickbarnwineestate.com.

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS Wednesdays, 5-7 p.m. 
Brick Barn Wine Estate, 795 W. Hwy 246, Buellton, 805-
686-1208, brickbarnwineestate.com.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CENTRAL COAST BEAT SOCIAL: COURTYARD 
CULTURE An ongoing series of outdoor music events 
at different venues in Santa Maria, Guadalupe, and other 
cities along the Central Coast. Hosted by Central Coast 
Beat Social. ongoing centralcoastbeatsocial.com/. Santa 
Maria, Citywide, Santa Maria.

CONCERT FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT OASIS 
CENTER Enjoy Santa Maria-style barbecue with live 
music from The Molly Ringwald Project. July 31, 8 p.m. 
oasisorcutt.org. CMT Ranch, 5200 Dominion Rd, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

FESTIVAL MOZAIC: GRAND ORQUESTA NAVARRE 
Festival Mozaic bassist Susan Cahill leads Grand 
Orquesta Navarre, an eclectic quartet that combines the 
heartbeat of an old cabaret orchestra with the modern 
feel of cutting edge new music, classical remixes, and 
nuevo tango. Their unique style is both a throwback and 
a revelation. July 25, 2-4 p.m. $49-$85. 805-781-3009. 
festivalmozaic.org. See Canyon Fruit Ranch, 2345 See 
Canyon Rd., Avila Beach.

GROVER BEACH SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
Features Unfinished Business (July 4), Stevie Nicks 
Illusion (July 11), Dark Desert Highway (July 25), Careless 
Whisper (Aug. 1), Scratch (Aug. 8), and Rock Odyssey 
(Aug. 15). July 25, 3-6 p.m. and Aug. 1, 3-6 p.m. Free. 
grover.org. Ramona Garden Park Center, 993 Ramona 
Ave., Grover Beach, (805)473-4580.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

FESTIVAL MOZAIC: CHAMBER SERIES Featuring 
Amy Beach (Theme and Variations, op. 80), Maurice Ravel 
(Sonata for Violin and Cello), and Fanny Mendelssohn 
(String Quartet in E-flat). July 27, 8-10 p.m. $45-$80. 
805-781-3009. festivalmozaic.org. SLO Brew Rock, 855 
Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo.

MARATHON: NEW ALBUM RELEASE Local artist C. 
Hite is releasing Marathon, a collection of original techno 
music, to run by that was created and broadcast for 
marathon runners in a downtown SLO race. Through Aug. 
5 carolbethhite.bandcamp.com. Online, See website, SLO.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

THE TAPROOTS IN CONCERT The Taproots are 
best known for their creative songwriting, strong 
harmonies and innovative guitar work. The band performs 
a unique blend of original contemporary Americana 
music incorporating rock, folk, and jazz influences. 
July 25, 7-10 p.m. Free with fair admission. 805-239-
0655. midstatefair.com. California Mid-State Fair, 2198 
Riverside Ave., Paso Robles. m

FINCH ME, I MUST BE DREAMING
Gallery at Marina Square in Morro Bay presents a new solo 
showcase of Atascadero-based artist Virginia Mack, which 
premieres on Sunday, Aug. 1, and will remain on display through 
Sunday, Aug. 29. Mack has been painting and studying local bird 
species for the past decade. An opening reception her exhibit takes 
place on Saturday, Aug. 14, from 5 to 7 p.m. The gallery is located 
at 601 Embarcadero, suite 10, Morro Bay. Call (805) 772-1068 or 
visit galleryatmarinasquare.com for more info.

—C.W.

COURTESY IMAGE BY VIRGINIA MACK

JULY 22 – JULY 29 
2021
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Library holds fifth annual 
Cowboy Poetry Contest, open 
to local children and teens

 The Santa Maria Public Library is currently accepting 
submissions for its fifth annual Cowboy Poetry Contest, which 
is open to local students, ranging from grades K through 12. 
Participants are asked to write original poems about cowboys 
or cowgirls and their day-to-day lives (applicants are allowed to 
submit more than one entry).
 The deadline to enter this local competition, sponsored by 
the Santa Maria Public Library Foundation, is Monday, Aug. 
23. Prizes will be presented to the contest’s winners during 
an awards ceremony at the Santa Maria Public Library, on 
Saturday, Aug. 28, at 2 p.m.
 Entry forms for the Cowboy Poetry Contest can be found 
online at cityofsantamaria.org/library or printed out and 
picked up at the Santa Maria Public Library, located at 421 
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria. Each individual poem entry 
requires its own entry form (one form per entry, not per author).
 To find out more about the contest and other upcoming 
student programs hosted by the Santa Maria Public Library, 
call the Library’s Youth Services division directly at (805) 925-
0994, Ext. 8564.

Entry period begins for 2021 
New Times Music Awards
 Central Coast-based singers, songwriters, musicians, and 
bands are encouraged to enter this year’s New Times Music 
Awards competition. The entry period for the contest begins on 
Thursday, July 29, and entries will be accepted through Monday, 
Aug. 16 (deadline is 5 p.m.). Visit newtimesslo.com for more 
details. Following the competition, this year’s New Times Music 
Awards showcase event will be held on Friday, Nov. 12, at SLO 
Brew Rock, located at 855 Aerovista Lane, San Luis Obispo.

ZFolio Gallery showcases 21 
jewelry crafters in new group 
exhibition, Together

 Twenty-one members of the American Jewelry Council 
will be featured in a new exhibition, titled Together, at ZFolio 
Gallery in Solvang. The exhibit opens on Friday, July 23, and is 
scheduled to remain on display through the end of 2021. An 
artist reception will take place during the exhibit’s opening day, 
starting at 4 p.m.
 Together will be available for the public to view during the 
gallery’s regular hours, Sunday through Saturday, from 10:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Call (805) 693-8480 or visit zfolio.com for 
more info on the exhibit and other upcoming showcases hosted 
by the venue. ZFolio Gallery is located at 1685 Copenhagen 
Drive, Solvang. m

Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

FILE PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF BELINDA HART

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

While differing in media preferences, one 
thing local painter Renée Kelleher and 
pastelist Jim Tyler have in common is an 

appreciation of light and shadow. 
 “Jim has such a beautiful use of light in his 
pastels. I try to capture contrast in lights and darks, 
as well, in my oil paintings,” Kelleher said. “We 
both push color, so our works complement each 
other quite well, I feel.
 “I believe the fact that we paint in two different 
media enhances our show,” added Kelleher, whose 
works are paired alongside Tyler’s in a new duo 
exhibition, Inside/Outside, at Gallery Los Olivos.
 As the show’s title might suggest, outdoor 
landscapes—which both artists have become well 
known for—aren’t the only pieces on display. 
While some of Tyler’s latest exteriors use the 
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes, Montaña de Oro, and 
other coastal locales as their backdrops, exhibit 
visitors will be just glances away from the interiors 
of a French chapel Kelleher painted during a trip 
to Madrid.
 “While a lot of artists just focus on one subject, 
like local landscapes, we both paint everything—
figures, city scenes, floral, still life, as well as 
landscapes from California and from our travels,” 
said Tyler, a prolific member of SLOPE (San Luis 

Outdoor Painters for 
the Environment) and 
other regional painting 
groups. “That was the 
basis for our new show. 
We wanted to show that 
a consistent painting 
style applies to any 
subject.”
    Tyler called the new 
duo exhibit a “very 
cohesive show,” as 
both artists’ works fit 
under the umbrella of 
impressionistic realism. 
Kelleher agreed.

“Our styles are very 
much alike in our 
representational way of 
painting,” Kelleher said. 
“But more than that, we 

both have tremendous diversity of subject matter 
whether we are painting in our studios or en plein 
air. We are not just plein air landscape painters. I 
believe that we both are thinking outside that box.”
 Kelleher’s goal with her oil paintings is for 
viewers to experience specific yet candid moments 
in time, whether it’s simply sitting in traffic during 
a sunset or finding an abandoned bird nest in your 
backyard.
 “Each one is unique and a work of art in itself,” 
Kelleher said of the bird nests, which she’s been 
continuously discovering on her property and 
painting recently. Viewers will be able to find these 
still life pieces in the non-landscape section of 
Inside/Outside.
 “About half of our works are landscapes 
and are displayed on two adjoining walls. The 
non-landscape pieces are on two other adjoining 
walls,” Tyler said, commenting on the layout of 
the exhibit, which will remain on display through 
July 31.
 As members of Gallery Los Olivos, Tyler and 
Kelleher also take occasional shifts running the 
gallery, assisting guests and handling sales during 
the exhibit’s run. About 2 1/2 years ago, Kelleher 
first met Tyler at the gallery shortly after he had 
become a new member. That day, she showed her 
future Inside/Outside partner the ins and outs of 
managing the venue.

 “We spent a day together at the gallery as she 
showed me the procedures for running the gallery 
and recording sales,” Tyler said. “We really hit it 
off that day, and we discovered that we both like 
painting a variety of subjects.” 
 About a week before Inside/Outside closes, Tyler 
will be hosting a live painting demonstration at 
Gallery Los Olivos on July 26. He’s also hosting 
a similar event just the day before, at Park Street 
Gallery in Paso Robles (July 25), where Tyler 
regularly holds free pastel demos at least three 
times a month, he said.
 In comparison to the pandemic-related ups and 
downs of the past year and a half, one thing Tyler 
has noticed lately, and has been feeling grateful for, 
is people flocking back to in-person art exhibits 
and sales again.  
 “We’ve seen an upswing in visitors and buyers,” 
Tyler said “People are ready to get out of their 
houses after the COVID-19 restrictions, and 
they’re also ready to bring back new art to their 
homes.” m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood could use some new wall art. 
Send suggestions to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

COURTESY IMAGE BY RENÉE KELLEHER

IT TAKES TWO TO TANGO: A collection of oil paintings by Renée Kelleher (whose piece, Sunset 
Reflections Madrid, is pictured here) is currently hanging alongside several pastel pieces by fellow 
artist Jim Tyler in a duo show at Gallery Los Olivos, titled Inside/Outside.

GALLERY
Arts Briefs

COURTESY IMAGE BY JIM TYLER

HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE: “While a lot of artists just focus on one subject, like local 
landscapes, we both paint everything—figures, city scenes, floral, still life, as well as landscapes 
from California and from our travels,” said pastelist Jim Tyler, referring to the diverse range of 
subjects found in both Renée Kelleher’s body of work and his own. Pictured: Heat.

COURTESY IMAGE BY RENÉE KELLEHER

TAKE ME TO CHURCH: “Just before COVID-19 hit, my husband 
and I had visited Madrid and the south of France, so I painted 
the small chapels and cathedrals we visited there,” Renée 
Kelleher said, commenting on one of her interior scenes, 
Chapel in Madrid, featured in Inside/Outside.

Whose side are you on?
Inside/Outside showcases diverse range of oil  
and pastel pieces by Central Coast artists 
Renée Kelleher and Jim Tyler

Gallery gatherings
 Inside/Outside runs through Saturday, July 31, at Gallery Los Olivos, located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos. Visit gallerylosolivos.
com for more details on this duo exhibit. One of the show’s two featured artists, Jim Tyler, will be hosting a live pastel demonstration on 
Sunday, July 25, at Park Street Gallery, where he’ll be painting on-site throughout the day, between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Park Street Gallery 
is located at 1320 Park Street, Paso Robles.
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Get up close with 
sea life from the 
Santa Barbara Channel!
Meet sharks, 
sea anemones, rays, 
sea stars, mesmerizing jellies, 
and an entrancing octopus.

211 Stearns Wharf, Santa Barbara, CA 93101    
805-962-2526   sbnature.org/seacenter 

(805) 621-5000
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria smith-electric.com

se habla español
805-868-0954

Summer Special:
$25 off any service

World’s Best Barbecue 
Steaks • Seafood • Ribs

Your Hosts: the Ostini Family

Reservations 
always recommended

(805) 937 6151
A CentrAl CoAst trAdition sinCe 1952

IN CASMALIA

- 68 - 
Amazing Years
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Morgan Neville (Won’t You Be My Neighbor, 20 
Feet From Stardom) directs this documentary 
about revered chef, writer, and TV host Anthony 

Bourdain, known for authentic approach to food, 
culture, and travel. (118 min.)

Glen: I didn’t know much about Bourdain going into 
this film. I never read his bestselling book Kitchen 
Confidential or watched any of his TV shows. I 
knew his name and that his shtick was traveling to 
exotic locales and eating weird food. When he died 
by suicide, after the outpouring of grief, I started 
to understand the depth of his celebrity. A lot of 
people clearly revered him, and Roadrunner is a 
film dedicated to showing why. It clearly wants to 
romanticize him, painting him like a flawed searcher/
hero always looking for the next thrill, adventure, 
or experience. The film is frank about his early drug 
use, unapologetic about his drinking, forthright 
about his failed romances—actually, “failed” is the 
wrong word, because in each case save the last, the 
relationship remained but the romance ended. I don’t 
know if this is a true, full portrait of Bourdain, but 
it’s certainly entertaining and insightful. He built 
his reputation over time, took a lot of pleasure in his 
notoriety, was something of a control freak, but he 
seemed to have a junkie’s mindset—nothing was 
ever enough, he was always looking for the next high, 
always coming down or shooting up not with drugs 
but with leaps into the unknown. Aside from the 
cop-out of suicide, he’s painted as admirable.
Anna: Kitchen Confidential is a book that hits too 
close to home with anyone who’s worked in the 

restaurant industry, especially back-of-house folks 
like cooks and dishwashers—especially in urban, 
culture-rich food areas like NYC and LA. Once 
his book hit, the world was treated to the dirty 
little secrets that folks in the industry knew all too 
well—the drugs, booze, and sex-filled underground 
that happens behind those swinging kitchen doors. 
Bourdain was somewhat of an anti-hero. He wasn’t 
polished or shiny like every other TV chef, yet he 
had a realness that audiences connected with. What 
we learn is that the complicated man we thought we 
knew was just a tiny fraction of the actual person. 
He kicked his drug habit, but it changed his brain 
forever, and he was always chasing some sort of 
peace but could never settle himself enough to 
find it. Through interviews with his close family, 
friends, and fellow chefs, we get an intimate look at 
the painfully shy and tortured person hidden under 
bravado and ego. We look at how becoming a father 
changed his life, yet how it ultimately couldn’t save 
him from himself. This was a really emotional and 
difficult film in moments, but it was ultimately a 
truthful and resonant look at an author, traveler, and 
man who the world is still mourning.
Glen: Viewers should obviously know going into this 
film that it’s a tragedy. We all know the ending—
death by hanging at age 61. Now three years later, 
those closest to him still struggle to talk about his 
demise, often breaking down into tears. The film 
intimates that Bourdain’s relationship with his final 
girlfriend, Italian actress Asia Argento, who was a 
strong and early voice in the #MeToo movement and 
one of Harvey Weinstein’s victims, may have played 
a role in his despondency, but Bourdain joked about 
suicide too frequently to blame his death on anyone 
but himself. It would be a double tragedy to focus too 
much on his end and not enough on his beginning: 

his second chance at life 
post-heroin, the blossoming 
of a deep talent for storytelling 
that was always in him but 
didn’t reveal itself until his 40s, 
his all-in dive into his three 
great loves, and his dedication 
and drive to shine light on 
the marginalized people and 
places suffering injustice and 
deprivation. He fearlessly smashed through life 
and loved the scars it left as much as the sparkling 
memories. 
Anna: I definitely remember first hearing that he was 
gone. It was a loss not only for those in his life, but the 
cooking community and traveling communities felt 
hit hard as well. I think one trait that really attracts 
people to Bourdain and interested them in watching 
his travels is he isn’t a bright and shiny personality—
he’s not on screen in a studio kitchen yelling “Bam!” 
and showing you how to use pasta water to thicken 
a sauce. He’s out in a remote village in Africa sitting 
on the dirt floor and learning from the locals about 
the community and cuisine or slaughtering a cobra 
and eating the heart while it is still beating. He wasn’t 
interested in feeding his audience a false story. He 

was both big in life and also very small, difficult, 
complicated, and hard to please. He was a hopeless 
romantic, a man who believed in the greatness 
of love, and a friend who could prove so cutting 
and cruel that it left those around him broken and 
floored. Suicide is most painful to those who live on, 
and while I wish we didn’t have to have this movie in 
memoriam, Bourdain lived a life that filled so much 
space. Luckily, we got to join in some of his journeys, 
and Roadrunner is a tender tribute to the complexity 
of being human. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and 
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen 
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
newtimesslo.com.
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SUN SCREEN

The searcher

THE PAPER TIGERS
What’s it rated? PG-13
When? 2020
Where’s it showing? Redbox
 In his feature-length debut, writer-director Quoc Bao 
Tran helms this action comedy about three former kung fu 
prodigies—Danny (Alain Uy), Hing (Ron Yuan), and Jim (Mykel 
Shannon Jenkins)—who’ve grown into middle-aged nobodies 
with dead-end jobs and dad duties. When their old master, Sifu 
(Roger Yuan), is murdered, however, they have to put aside old 
grudges to avenge his death. 
 Genuinely funny, with a lot of emotional heft—thanks in 
part to Danny and his strained relationship with his wife, Caryn 
(Jae Suh Park), and young son, Ed (Joziah Lagonoy)—the film 
manages to offer some authentic kung fu action as it winkingly 
dismantles the model minority myth. Mathew Page stars as 
Carter, Danny’s old kung fu nemesis who unlike Danny has stuck 
with martial arts and embraced Asian culture to the point of 
gross cultural appropriation. He’s definitely the butt of the joke.
 This independent film turned down Hollywood financing 
because Tran and its producers didn’t want to turn the lead 

character into a Caucasian played by Bruce Willis, so they 
looked to Kickstarter to get initial funding and found other 
investors. Thank God! Hollywoodizing would have stripped the 
soul from this small but mighty film. (108 min.) 

—Glen

SPACE JAM: A NEW LEGACY
What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc, Regal 
Arroyo Grande, Regal Santa Maria & RPX, HBO Max 
 Malcolm D. Lee directs this mix of live action and animation 
about a rogue artificial intelligence (Don Cheadle) that kidnaps 
LeBron James’ son, forcing the famed basketball player to team 
up with Bugs Bunny to win a basketball game.
 When my husband told me he’s never seen Space Jam, I did 
a double take with a “Whaaat??” because as someone who 
grew up in the ’90s, I’ve seen that flick more than 20 times. Is 
that because it’s great cinema? Not necessarily, but it sure was 
a lot of fun to watch animation meet real life and to watch my 
favorite toons take down the Goon Squad. 
 The premise of A New Legacy is easy enough—but this 
2021 version lacks the charm or originality of the original. In 
this flick, we spend a lot of time in strictly animation territory, 
transforming Dom James (Cedric Joe), LeBron, and the other 
human characters into Looney Tunes. The kidnapped kid has to 
battle his dad’s team of misfit cartoons. 
 It simply doesn’t have the humor of the first film. I was 
bored from beginning to end, and while the 1996 film definitely 
can still make me laugh, this one didn’t even evoke a chuckle. 
I didn’t care about these characters or their plight, the stakes 

are too boring to feel high, and this outlandish IP branding is 
not even close to subtle. I understand checking this out for 
nostalgia reasons, but do yourself a favor and just re-watch the 
first film. It’s better in every way. (115 min.) m

—Anna

Film Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.

TEAM WORK: LeBron James teams with Bugs Bunny and 
other cartoon characters to win a basketball game and save 
his son, himself, and his family from being trapped inside 
a computer network, in Space Jam: A New Legacy, in local 
theaters and on HBO Max.

AGING GRACELESSLY: Three former kung fu prodigies—
(left to right) Jim (Mykel Shannon Jenkins), Danny (Alain 
Uy), and Hing (Ron Yuan)—break out of their middle-aged 
doldrums to avenge their murdered former master, in The 
Paper Tigers, available at Redbox.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEIMO FILMS

PHOTO COURTESY OF CNNFILMS

SOULMAN: Renowned foodie and traveler Anthony Bourdain lived large and took fans along 
for a wild ride, and we hear from those closest to him about the man and the loss felt when 
he died, in Roadrunner: A Film About Anthony Bourdain.

ROADRUNNER: 
A FILM ABOUT 
ANTHONY BOURDAIN
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Regal 
Edwards Santa Maria & RPX
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price

FEATURING 40 YEARS 
AWARD-WINNING 
PATRICIO’S PIZZA

Same Great Pizza! · Same Great Taste!     Dine In · Take Out · Deliver

1301 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach • 805.474.1000 • www.letswingit.com

Turn up that Furbaby Personality!

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus, Isabella Moreno,  
Janae Amador. Bathers: Katie Hossli,  Jacob Hughes & Dilan CarterThatsFETCH805.com

3564 Skyway Dr., S.M. 
(805) 361-0802

The That’s Fetch Grooming 
Spaw is adding an artistic flair 

to our grooming services. 
Colorful tails are wagging!

Call for more de-tails
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Some of Alessio Carnevale’s fondest 
childhood memories took place at his 
uncle’s gelato shop in Calabria, Italy. One 

of these throwbacks begins with a broken arm, 
which may have inadvertently determined 
Carnevale’s career.
 “One summer, my uncle broke his arm, and 
my mother said I needed to help him out in the 
shop. It was really hard work, but I fell in love 
with gelato-making that summer,” recalled 
Carnevale, who is about to open a gelato 
shop of his own, Via Gelateria, in downtown 
Solvang.
 Currently residing in Buellton with his wife 
and three children, Carnevale has been making 
gelato for local restaurants, catered events, and 
pop-ups since 2014, but Via Gelateria will be 
his first brick-and-mortar location.
 “I’m so excited to finally open up the shop; it 
has been a long time coming,” Carnevale said. 
“I look forward to seeing people strolling the 
streets of Solvang with a gelato cone in hand.”
 While an official grand opening date has yet 
to be announced, Carnevale plans to open the 
shop sometime late this 
summer (before fall at 
the latest), with a location 
currently secured on 
Mission Drive. Patrons 
of the new storefront will 
have access to both a front 
patio area and a shaded 
courtyard (shared with 
neighboring businesses) to 
enjoy their gelato, or they 
can take it on the go.
 “Solvang seemed like a natural fit, especially 
the building we are in,” Carnevale said. “The 
first time I looked at the location, I thought 
to myself, ‘It’s a little piazza in the middle of 
Solvang—perfect.’”
 In the meantime, while the shop prepares 
to open, local gelato enthusiasts can already 

find Carnevale’s frozen desserts at two spots in 
the Santa Ynez Valley: S.Y. Kitchen and Nella 
Kitchen and Bar. The latter of the two features 
one of Carnevale’s personal favorite creations 
of his own, known as Alessio’s Belgian Cookie 
Gelato.
 “The Belgian cookie was inspired by my 
kids; they love those cookies and asked me 
to make it for them one day, and now it’s on 
the menu at Nella Kitchen and Bar,” said 
Carnevale, whose cookie gelato is paired with 
a chocolate glaze, and served with fresh berries 
on the side.
 Carnevale expects his new shop will offer 
up to 18 different gelato flavors at a time, 
made from locally sourced ingredients. Some 
of the featured flavors will shift at the store 
depending on the time of year, he explained.
 “I’m excited to be able to produce the gelato 
on-site and customize flavors and feature 
seasonal items whenever I can,” Carnevale said.
 Guests of Via Gelateria will be able to see 
Carnevale behind the counter upholding his 
family’s gelato tradition, making the dessert 
the same way his uncle did.

    “My uncle made gelato 
the old-fashioned way, all 
by hand,” said Carnevale, 
who remembers learning 
how crucial the extraction 
phase is, especially 
without the help of a 
machine.
    “There wasn’t a fancy 
gelato machine with a 
timer in his shop. He 

would give the command and I’d have to 
remove the gelato with a long wooden spatula 
by hand, while he kept the batch spinning,” 
Carnevale said. “It was definitely a learning 
experience.”
 Even after Via Gelateria opens, Carnevale 
plans to continue providing his gelatos to the 
aforementioned Santa Ynez restaurants, as 

well as pop-up events and catered gatherings. 
One of Carnevale’s favorite custom gelatos 
was one he created for a wedding reception, he 
recalled.
 “I catered a wedding where the bride and 
the groom each featured a special gelato flavor 
for dessert. The bride wanted a really unique 

flavor and we worked together to come up with 
a beautiful saffron and lavender gelato,” he said 
of the successful experiment. “It turned out 
really great.”
 While bringing “a little bit of Italy to 
the Santa Ynez Valley,” Carnevale loves 
adding a dash of the Central Coast to his 
frozen concoctions through locally sourced 
components, including strawberries and wines 
for unique wine-infused gelato flavors.
 The gelato maker said he feels grateful to live 
in an area surrounded by such high-quality 
resources.
 “Anytime I use local ingredients I get really 
excited,” Carnevale said. “We’re lucky to have 
so many items in our own backyard.”
 Preparing the new gelato shop is bringing 
to the surface a lot of Carnevale’s memories 
of working for his uncle as a child, and it’s 
also making him nostalgic for Italy in general, 
where he also met his wife, 16 years ago, before 
they moved to California together. Many of 
their first dates ended in gelato, he said.
 “I met my wife in Rome; she was working 
there and I was working there for a brief 
period. We were young and totally broke,” 
Carnevale said. “I was trying to impress her by 
showing her Rome but I was on a budget. So 
we’d walk all around the city and always ended 
up at Giolitti Gelateria, it’s one of the best 
shops in Rome.” m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wants to know 
your favorite gelato flavor at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

POLAR ESPRESSO: Buellton resident Alessio Carnevale expects his new gelato shop, Via Gelateria in Solvang, will offer up to 18 
different gelato flavors at a time, made from locally sourced ingredients. Featured flavors will include espresso (pictured), dark 
chocolate, vanilla bean, salted caramel, tiramisu, and more.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VIA GELATERIA

THE COOKIE CRUMBLES: Alessio Carnevale’s famous Belgian cookie gelato came about 
after a request from his children. “The Belgian cookie was inspired by my kids; they love 
those cookies and asked me to make it for them one day, and now it’s on the menu at Nella 
Kitchen and Bar,” he said.

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

FOOD

Summer freeze
Alessio Carnevale brings handmade, artisan gelato  
to new Solvang storefront, Via Gelateria

SHELL OF A TIME: Some of Via Gelateria’s featured gelato flavors will depend on the time of year. The 
shop’s rotating roster of seasonal flavors includes Santa Barbara pistachio (pictured), lemon zest, fig 
sorbetto, and more.

When in Rome
 Call (805) 319-5621 or visit viagelateria.com 
for more info on Via Gelateria, which will be located 
at 1623 Mission Drive, Solvang. Local gelato maker 
Alessio Carnevale’s desserts can currently be 
found at two spots in the Santa Ynez Valley: S.Y. 
Kitchen (1110 Faraday St., Santa Ynez) and Nella 
Kitchen and Bar (2860 Grand Ave., Los Olivos).
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CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

HELP WANTED
Painter

Seeking journeyman painter and apprentice in South County. Full-time, 
pay depending on experience. Contact Rob Luse Painting (805) 481-
6199 CA Lic. # 783211

JOBS WANTED
Reyes Gardening is looking for more work

23 years experience. Ask for Julio. 805-930-5851

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated. Same day 
offer! (951) 777-2518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)

Powerful • Intellectual • Effective

We can make owning investment 
property hassle free. 

Call us today for a free consultation!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
 plusmanagement.net

CA Broker # 00347608

SERVING ...

ARROYO GRANDE 
1176 E. Grand Ave 

Arroyo Grande, CA 93429 

805-473-6565

SANTA MARIA 
421 E. Betteravia St. Ste 102 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

805-928-4320

LOMPOC 
511 N. H Street Suite A 

Lompoc, CA 93436 

805-735-2492

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY  
436 Alisal Road Unit G 

Solvang, CA 93463 

805-688-7747

Tired of being a landlord 
collecting rents trying  
to understand new  
state laws?
Hire a professional  
that will take away  
those headaches.

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

819 LOUISA TERRACE, SANTA MARIA This Bradley Square 
home offers 4 Bedrooms and 3 Baths. Kitchen has 
been completely Remodeled, New Countertops, New 
Stainless Steel appliances, (Still under warranty), New 
Stainless Steel Sink, Breakfast nook and Pantry. All 
new luxury Plank Flooring through-out the entire home. 
Living Room has Vaulted Ceilings and fireplace. Front 
Bedroom has separate entrance and private bathroom 
and patio. Also has walk in closet making it perfect for 
extended family or a studio rental. Private Patio off of the 
Main Bedroom. Indoor Laundry Room. Drought tolerant 
landscaping and located in a Beautiful neighborhood 
close to Parks and shopping! $575,000 (819LO)   
Contact Debbie Murphree at  805-598-0001

1449 IVORY, SANTA MARIA Beautiful 3 bedroom 2.5 Bathroom home! 
You will find pride of ownership throughout this charming home. As 
you walk in the door the entry is tiled and you will be amazed with 
the high vaulted ceilings in the separate formal living and dining 
room. The open and bright kitchen is tastefully updated with granite 
counter tops, stainless steel appliances, pantry, and a separate 
breakfast nook. Enjoy the fireplace in your cozy family room, that 
is also perfect for entertaining. Enter your wonderful main suite 
through its own private hallway, you will be amazed with this space 
with more vaulted ceilings and slider to the back patio. The large 
bathroom has a separate shower, soaking tub, double sink vanity, 
and walk-in closet. The 2 other bedrooms have a small separate 
hallway with a full bathroom. The backyard is well manicured with a 
newer covered patio for these upcoming summer days and nights! 
This home doesn’t leave much to be desired. A few other features 
are plantation shutters, laminate flooring, indoor laundry, tons of 
counter space in the kitchen, and a 3 car garage. $659,990 (IV144)  
Contact Regina Cosma at 805-310-8180

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging,
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911

Follow us  
on Instagram
@SantaMariaSun

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

FOR RENT
SANTA MARIA

936 W Cook St. #B 
2 Bed / 2 Bath 

$1600 rent • $1600 dep

210 Pinal Ave 
3 Bed / 2 Bath 

$2100 rent • $2100 Deposit

1276 Ken Ave 
3 Bed / 2 Bath 

$2350 rent • $2350 deposit

NIPOMO 
150 Bee Street #1 

1 Bed / 1 Bath 
$1250 rent • $1250 dep

OFFICES SPACES 
AVAILABLE NOW

1010 S. Broadway #D 
757 sq.ft. • Rent $1.50 per sq. ft.

1010 S. Broadway #F 
1,035 sq.ft. • Rent $1.50 per sq.ft.

ANTIQUES / 
COLLECTIBLES

MILITARY MEDALS & RIB-
BONS: National Defense Ser-
vice, and Liberation Kuwait. 
4 pieces total, ribbons with 
medals. Unissued, mint in 
original boxes. $10/all. 805-
929-3487, leave message 
with your phone # (Calls only, 
no texts)

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertis-
ing dollars. CNPA’s Advertis-
ing Services’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

GARAGE SALES
Garage Sale Saturday 

July 24th at 9am.
454 Pismo St., SLO. Many inter-
esting and useful items.

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR ANTIQUE GUNS
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items. Stone Indian bowls. Free 
evaluation. Collecting since 
1974. 805-610-0903
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DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV 
to receive a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS 
Recognized. Top Value Guaran-
teed. Free Estimate and Pickup. 
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED: AMC (Hornet, Eagle, 
Etc.) Any year considered. 805-
929-5896

Wanted: Pre 1976 Japanese or 
American car or small truck. 
Some repair ok. Call 805-929-
5896

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration by 
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: porscherestora-
tion@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  
Fast Free Pickup – Running or Not 
- 24 Hour Response - Maximum 
Tax Donation – Help Find Miss-
ing Kids! Call 1-888-491-1453. 
(CalSCAN)

WE BUY CLASSIC CARS. $$$$ RUNNING OR NOT

We are local to Central California.
European/Domestic. Porsche/Mercedes. Ferrari/Chevrolet/Ford, etc. 

We make the process very simple and easy. We Come to you.

avantiautogroup@yahoo.com           1-800-432-7204

(702) 210-7725

WE BUY:
• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS

• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS

CA$H 
on the SPOT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

We Come To You

I am interested in interacting with 
a woman who is willing to share 
some of her time. If you’re seek-
ing a companion contact: Kenneth 
Moore #V-97875, C.M.C. PO Box 
8101, San Luis Obispo, CA 93409

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE. Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers.  Call 
1-844-752-8272 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation. (Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with sub-
scription.) CALL 833-518-1049 
FREE Brochure. (Cal-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising dol-
lars. Mark Twain said, “Many a 
small thing has been made large 
by the right kind of advertising”. 
So why spend your hard-earned 
dollars on social media where 
you already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

Miscellaneous
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AVA I L A B L E  P O S I T I O N S  AT

nhcdispensaries.com/careers
Apply today at

NOW HIRING!

Be a part of an
exciting new
industry and
join our fast
growing team!

- Budtenders

- Receptionists

- Inventory Specialists

MORRO BAY

GROVER BEACH

SAN LUIS OBISPO

AVA I L A B L E  P O S I T I O N S  ATAVA I L A B L E  P O S I T I O N S  ATAVA I L A B L E  P O S I T I O N S  AT

NOW HIRING!

Be a part of an
exciting new
industry and
join our fast
growing team!

- Budtenders

- Receptionists

- Inventory Specialists

MORRO BAY

GROVER BEACH

SAN LUIS OBISPO
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EASY FINANCING!
Call for Details

Check Out Our Website  
for all of our Inventory!

www.timosautosalesllc.com

All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge. Sale ends in 7 days.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
AND INSTAGRAM

FREE CARFAX 
REPORT

SE HABLA ESPAN
~

OL

MON-FRI 9AM-6PM • SAT 10AM-5PM
SUN 11AM-5PM 218 Blosser • Santa Maria

2016 NISSAN SENTRA #278832

$9,999

Sedan

2017 FORD FIESTA SE #113229

$9,999

Gas Saver

2015 MAZDA MAZDA5 #185077

$11,495

Sport

2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE #200351

$11,495

Economy 
Car!

2014 NISSAN QUEST #103802

$12,999

Low Miles

2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT SEDAN #159749

$13,495

Back up 
Cam

2016 NISSAN ROGUE #869259

$14,999

52K Miles

2016 TOYOTA RAV4 SE #063753

CALL

Leather!

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLE SUV #297037

CALL

62k Miles

2015 FORD EXPLORER SUV #C25402

CALL

Family Size

2017 NISSAN ALTIMA #352400

CALL

Gas Saver

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #596902

CALL

AWD SUV

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #283058

CALL

Affordable

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER #157167

CALL

6cyl

2017 TOYOTA RAV4 #344289

CALL

Gas Saver

2013 HONDA CR-V EX-L #019598

CALL

Leather!

2017 HONDA CIVIC EX SEDAN #504101

 CALL

Apple Car 
Play

2013 FORD FOCUS SE SEDAN #266806

CALL

Economy 
Car!

Breast Cancer 
Awareness

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • September 17, 2020 • #17 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

Se Habla Español

805-349-8500
All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge, All financing offers on approval of credit. Ad expires 11-30-20. All vehicles subject to prior sale.

 ★   800 W. MAIN ST • DOWNTOWN SANTA MARIA   ★

BAD CREDIT OK!We Will Get You Financed!Call us for details.

Winn HyundaiShop Online: WinnHyundai.com

$6,000
#P3548-418263

Only 57K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2008 KIA RIO5 SX

$9,000
#P3597-003684

One Owner

YOUR PRICE

2010 HONDA ELEMENT EX

$14,000
#P3589-618604

3rd Row

YOUR PRICE

2011 DODGE DURANGO CREW

$16,000
#P3604-451639

Only 69K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2004 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5 DBL CAB

$18,000
#P3580-507524

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 HONDA CR-V EX

$24,000
#P3596-032393

Only 3K Miles!

YOUR PRICE

2020 HYUNDAI SONATA SE

$25,000
#P3613-331179

CREW CAB

YOUR PRICE

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT

$34,000
#P3587-138075

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2017 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

$37,000
#P3608-486977

Loaded - Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

HOME OF THE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY#H2723-176928

2021 HYUNDAI PALISADE

MSRP $47,185
  SALE $44,867 BLACK FRIDAY SALE ALL MONTH LONG!

CALL  •  STOP INMAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • November 5, 2020 • #20 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

0 DOWN FINANCING  TRADE-INS WELCOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

805-535-6199
Ventura  

Auto Center
6350 Leland St www.paradisechevrolet.com

 EMAIL 

Scott@paradisechevrolet.com

Prices quoted are after rebates. Not all rebates available on every model. Residency restrictions may apply-buyer must qualify. Some units may have discount financing available in lieu of rebates. Interest rates are on approved credit buyer must qualify. Call for info. Prices & rebates good trough close of business Monday after day of publication.

Paradise 

CHEVROLET

COMMERCIAL SALES

COMMERCIAL 
TRUCK SALE

STK# T191459

VIN# T191459

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

SPECIAL SALE
2019 CHEVY CREW

CAB DIESEL 
UTILITY BODY 

with CRANE

B U S I N E S S

E L I T E

2019 CHEVY LT DOUBLE CAB 6.0 GAS

VIN# KF240252

STK# T191363

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

2020 CHEVY EXPRESS CARGO VAN

#T201165/253632

HUGE REBATES & 0.9% APR /72 MOS*

*OAC UNDER 72 MONTHS

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • October 22, 2020 • #18 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

FREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR 

PRIVATE 
PARTIES

Contact us to book your ad today!
805-543-9050 · photoadslo.com

The ONLY auto classified magazine on the Central Coast 
with 8,500 copies distributed and 3X readership value

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES
Your #1 local print source for new & used cars 

from santa Barbara to Paso Robles

805-563-7680 
Call us for a FREE limited inspection!

Licensed & Insured

www.maapspestcontrol.com

• Alternative termite eradication
• Borax treatment available
• Safe & effective products
• Senior discounts

MAAPS 
Pest Control

• Alternative termite eradication

Family Owned & Operated

FINANCIAL SERVICES
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Estate 
loans. Credit unimportant. 
V.I.P. Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-principal 
DRE 01041073. No consumer 
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how 
businesses use their advertis-
ing dollars. We deliver the larg-
est consortium of trusted news 
publishers in California and 
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 
(cal-SCAN)

 @SantaMariaSun

Follow us on 
social media!

@SantaMariaSun
#SantaMariaSun
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www.santamariasun.com • July 22 - July 29, 2021 • Sun • 27

TIMO’S AUTO WRECKING, LLC

1000s OF PARTS AVAILABLE!
880 SHERIDAN RD.  ARROYO GRANDE

CALL TODAY!  805-343-7747
NOSTROS NOS
ENCARGAMOS
DEL PAPELEO
DEL DMV

DON’T LET THAT JUNK SIT
GET RID OF IT!

WE BUY CARS, TRUCKS & VANS · ANY MAKE MODEL AND YEAR!
DOESN’T PASS SMOG? NO PROBLEM!

WE TAKE 
CARE OF ALL 

THE PAPER 
WORK!

JUNK 
CARS 

WANTED 
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

 STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.
*Diamond

Plus
Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 5 years in a row!

Hi. I'm Gavin.
(the guy behind the counter? not Gavin.)

Nice to see your face again!
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

deaseesboutique.com

doctorcleanups.com
805-878-1018

• Junk removal 
• Hauling
• Dump runs
•  Pressure washing

SERVICES:

• Clean ups
• Landscaping 
• Sealcoating 
• Demo & more

UNITED  
PROPERTY  

MAINTENANCE
Central Coast

TWO LOCATIONS
(805) 878-1556

325 E. Betteravia, Ste B10
107 W. Park , Ste 105

Santa Maria

FREE DRINK
with Service

 FREE DRINK w/ service

1307 North H Street · Lompoc
805-736-1730

www.surfconnection.net

Your one-stop full-service 
surf and skate shop!

Sign up for our monthly email 
coupons or follow us on 

Be Ready 
For 

Summer

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 · Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 · backporchflowers.net

Skilled NurSiNg Care
Country Oaks Care Center 

– A name you can trust

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon 
Henning, Owners & Administrators 

830 East Chapel Street

Santa Maria

805-922-6657

Award-Winning Care 
with Award-Winning 

Commitment

Voted Best 
Senior Living 
Community

NOW Accepting New patients

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave. 
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT 
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C,  
Lompoc  

(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q  
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

PATIO DINING AT ALL LOCATIONS

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

1138 W. Church St., SM
805-922-9001

DAILY LUNCH 
SPECIALS

La Perla 
Market  
& Deli

Shop
 Local

reserve your space  
today 

805.347.1968


