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turn?

Santa Barbara County transitions 
to the state’s My Turn portal for 

COVID-19 vaccine registration [7] 

BY MALEA MARTIN
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W
ith the state’s pledge to open up COVID-19 vaccine 

eligibility to anyone 16 or older on April 15, public 

health officials and hospital executives told the Sun 

about My Turn’s role, anticipated challenges once 

the floodgates are opened, and what it all means for the local 

community. Staff Writer Malea Martin has the story [7].

 You can also read about how the Natural Healing Center 

took Santa Barbara County to court over the Orcutt cannabis 

shop decision process [4]; Songwriters at Play’s founder heads 

to Orcutt for a backyard concert [20]; and Naughty Oak is 

canning brews for you [22]. 
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Natural Healing 
Center takes fight 
for Orcutt cannabis 
store to court 
 The Natural Healing 
Center (NHC) is disputing 
its exclusion from the final 
phase of Santa Barbara 
County’s cannabis retail 
storefront selection process, 
arguing that the county’s 
unfair scoring system led 
to lower than deserved 
marks for the local cannabis 
company.
 On March 10, NHC filed 
a petition in Santa Barbara 
County Superior Court 
disputing the county’s 
decision and requesting an 
emergency stay halting the 
county’s cannabis storefront 
selection process in the 
Orcutt area. The court 
granted and issued the stay 
on March 12. 
 Joe Armendariz, a 
spokesperson for NHC, 
said the company believes 
its application and 
organization is “second to 
none in this process.” 
 “We have been approved 
to operate in five different 
cities in three different 
counties,” Armendariz 
wrote in a statement to the Sun. “All of these 
jurisdictions deemed our applications not only 
to be of the highest standards and eligibility to 
compete, but NHC secured licenses to operate in 
every instance. No other companies in this space 
have dedicated the financial resources or the 
time over these past several years to positively 
impact the local communities in which we 
operate, and specifically here in the community 
of Orcutt.” 
 Santa Barbara County’s existing cannabis 
ordinance allows for one marijuana dispensary 
in each of the county’s six unincorporated 
community plan areas, including Orcutt, Los 
Alamos, Isla Vista, Santa Ynez, the Eastern 
Goleta Valley, and Summerland. To secure 
these lucrative permits, interested cannabis 
cultivation and sales companies endured an 
extensive application and review process that 
included three phases of scoring. Through 
the process, the county sought to identify the 
companies with the best business proposals 
that would be most compatible with their host 
communities. 
 NHC was one of 23 applicants throughout 
the county that made it through the first phase 
of the county’s application process, making it 
one of six applicants fighting for a single permit 
in the Orcutt area. But NHC didn’t make it past 
the second phase, which included a review of 
business operations proposals and licensing 
teams. According to NHC’s petition, the 
company lost out by a single point. 
 “We are certain that not only does no other 
company in this process understand the needs 
of Orcutt better than us, but we are equally 
confident that no other company is more 
committed to doing what is right and good for 
Orcutt,” Armendariz wrote in his statement. 
“Moreover, we seriously doubt that any of the 
other companies are offering the extraordinary 
community benefits outlined in our application. 
Lastly, the attempt to remove the only local 
company from consideration, while favoring 

out-of-state and out-of-area operators instead, is 
not what the citizens of Orcutt support.” 
 NHC’s application, which proposes replacing 
the Old Town Market grocery store with a 
cannabis dispensary, has been controversial 
among Orcutt residents for months. 
 Santa Barbara County Principal Analyst 
Brittany Heaton said that although she couldn’t 
say much about the pending litigation, the 
county believes its scoring process is fair. The 
stay prohibits the county from moving forward 
with Orcutt’s dispensary selection process 
at least until the county and NHC’s hearing 
on May 21, but Heaton said the process will 
continue in other unincorporated areas of the 
county. 
 On April 1, Santa Barbara County revealed 
its top-ranked cannabis companies in the five 
other community plan areas. Applicants have a 
few days to protest the rankings, and once final 
decisions are made, the companies that come 
out on top can begin the land-use and cannabis 
permitting process. 

—Kasey Bubnash

Santa Maria delivery drivers 
successfully vote out union
 Workers at a Santa Maria delivery driving 
company recently voted to remove their 
union from representing them. While the 
workers’ legal representatives called it a case of 
“unwanted monopoly ‘representation,’” union 
officials say the vote is the result of a “massive 
anti-union campaign” by one of the largest 
private companies in the United States.
 The process started when Allied Central 
Coast Distributing delivery driver Julian 
Marroquin submitted a decertification petition 
to the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) 
in December 2020, according to Patrick 
Semmens, vice president of the National 
Right to Work Legal Defense Foundation. The 
foundation provides free legal aid to workers 

pursuing union decertification. 
 Petitioners must gather at least 30 percent 
of their co-workers’ signatures for the NLRB 
to hold an election, according to the board’s 
website. On March 23, 2021, the board reported 
that the workers voted in favor of removing the 
union, Teamsters Local 986, as their bargaining 
representative. The results were certified on 
March 31, and Semmens said the vote was split 
10-7.
 “A state like California doesn’t have a right-
to-work law, so that means that workers can be 
required to pay some union fees, even if they’re 
not members,” Semmens said. “That’s why you 
then run into situations where workers say, 
‘Look, we don’t want this union here,’ and the 
mechanism for removing it under federal law is 
a decertification.”
 But union officials allege that their members 
were swayed and intimidated into voting against 
the union.
 “Allied Central Coast Distributing is 
backed by a billion-dollar company, the Reyes 
[Holdings] corporation, so they launched a very 
massive anti-union campaign against us to try 
and get our group to decertify, and they were 
successful in it,” Jeff Lee, business agent for 
Teamsters Local 986, told the Sun.
 According to Forbes, Reyes Holdings is the 
eighth largest private company in America.
 Lee alleges that Reyes brought in non-union 
drivers from other facilities to ride along with 
Allied drivers and spread what he called “anti-
union propaganda.” 
 “We actually filed a CalOSHA [California 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health] 
complaint against them for bringing drivers 
in from the outside during a global pandemic 
… and forced the employees to ride together 
in their trucks all day with these, we call them 
union busters,” Lee said. 
 Semmens said he wasn’t aware of the specific 
issues that his clients had with the union.

• Gov. Gavin Newsom recently announced funding to 
support firefighting in California ahead of the upcoming 
wildfire year. Using emergency fund authorization, the 
governor approved nearly $81 million to add 1,400 
firefighters to the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (Cal Fire), and Newsom’s January 
2021 budget proposes $1 billion to support wildfire 
and forest management. “In California, climate change 
is making the hots hotter and the dries drier, leaving 
us with world-record-breaking temperatures and 
devastating wildfires threatening our communities,” 
Newsom said in a statement. “We aren’t just waiting 
for the next crisis to hit—this funding will support our 
heroic firefighters to save lives as they work to prevent 
and tackle destructive wildfires.” According to the 
statement, California is seeing drought conditions and 
new growth in annual grasses that can fuel wildfires. 
The $1 billion in the governor’s budget proposal would 
go toward the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action 
Plan, “which sets forth a strategy to increase the 
pace and scale of forest and wildland management 
to meet the state’s target of completing projects on 
500,000 acres annually by 2025 and expanding the 
use of prescribed fire,” according to Newsom’s office. 
“The plan also centers on building fuel breaks around 
vulnerable communities, expanding home hardening, 
defensible space and preparedness planning to create 
wildfire-adapted communities, and sustaining the 
economic vitality of rural forested areas.” 

• On April 1, U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa 
Barbara) announced that three health centers 
on the Central Coast will receive a total of $11.6 
million from the American Rescue Plan to expand 
COVID-19 services. According to a statement from 
Carbajal’s office, the funding is aimed at underserved 
communities. The federal community health centers 
receiving funding include: American Indian Health and 
Services ($1.5 million); Santa Barbara Neighborhood 
Clinics ($4.9 million); and Santa Barbara County ($5.2 
million). “Our community health centers have been key 
partners in keeping our community safe and healthy 
during the pandemic. I was proud to cast my vote 
for the American Rescue Plan, which makes crucial 
investments to expand vaccine distribution,” Carbajal 
said in the statement. “I’m glad to see over $11 million 
will be used to enhance our ability to get vaccines 
into the arms of Central Coast residents as quickly, 
equitably, and effectively as possible.” The nearly $12 
million coming to Central Coast health centers is part 
of a $6 billion investment of American Rescue Plan 
dollars nationwide, in an effort to administer vaccines 
to underserved community members. According to 
the statement, community health centers serve 1 in 5 
people living in rural communities. The centers can use 
the funding to expand COVID-19 vaccination, testing, 
and treatment; to deliver preventative care; and 
expand capacity. 

• Assemblymember Steve Bennett (D-Santa 
Barbara) wrote a March 31 Facebook post in honor of 
César Chávez, a labor leader and farmworker rights 
activist. “Today I want to thank our farmworkers,” 
Bennett wrote in the post. “They deserve our support 
and thanks year round, that’s why I introduced AB 941 
to encourage counties to create farmworker resource 
centers.” The bill, co-authored by state Sen. Monique 
Limón (D-Santa Barbara), would require the California 
Department of Community Services and Development 
to create “a grant program for counties to establish 
farmworker resource centers that provide farmworkers 
and their families information and access to services,” 
the bill states, such as education, housing, payroll and 
wage rights, and health and human services. m

Political Watch

S P O T L I G H T  8

BRIEFS

NEWS continued page 6

FILE PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

UNFAIR? The Natural Healing Center, which had hoped to replace the Old Town Market in Orcutt with a cannabis dispensary, didn’t make the county’s cut. Now 
the company is fighting the decision in court.
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 “We kind of take the point of view that it’s 
their right to hold a vote, and whatever the 
reason why people want to get rid of the union, 
that’s up to them,” he said. “In this case, I’m not 
aware of what specifi c motivations there were, 
except obviously they felt they’d be better off 
without the Teamsters there.”
 He added later in an email statement, “The 
union could have challenged the election 
outcome if they believed the company broke the 
law, but obviously did not do so.”
 The National Labor Relations Board 
certifi ed the results on March 31 after no union 
challenges were brought up against the vote. Lee 
said the CalOSHA investigation based on the 
union-fi led complaint is still ongoing.
 “Of course the vote has already gone through, 
so we really have no stake in it other than 
being the plaintiff,” Lee said. “But CalOSHA 
is investigating what they did during the 
pandemic.”
 Allied Central Coast Distributing couldn’t be 
reached for comment. 

—Malea Martin

County’s Commission for 
Women still has four vacancies 
 The Santa Barbara County Commission for 
Women announced the recent appointments of 
two new commissioners, bringing the number 
of commissioners appointed by the county 
Board of Supervisors to 11.
 There are four vacancies remaining, three in 
the 4th District and one in the 3rd, according 
to Eva Camarena executive assistant to the 
county’s Community Service Department. 
 Camarena told the Sun that interested 
individuals submit their application for the 
commission and then undergo an interview 
process by their respective county supervisor.
 “The commissioners do a lot for the 
community such as providing resources 
and guidance for small businesses as well as 
promoting the well-being of women in their 
district and throughout the county,” she said. 
 The Commission for Women acts as an 
advisory group to the Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors that promotes the well-
being, equity, and equal status of women. 
Commissioners collaborate with other agencies 
and commissions; facilitate, recognize, and 
recommend programs; gather and disseminate 
information; and conduct public meetings. 
 Newly appointed commissioners include 
Stefanie Herrington, estate planning attorney 
and owner of the Montecito Law Group, for 
the 1st District; and Arcelia Sencion, associate 
director of Standing Together to End Sexual 
Assault, for the 3rd District. Sencion is also 

one of the founding members of 
the Santa Ynez Valley-focused 
INCLUSION SYV and Healthy 
Eating Active Living (HEAL SYV) 
and the Santa Barbara Latino Giving 
Circle. She also serves as a liaison to 
the Latino Community Foundation’s 
Latino Giving Circle Network.  
 In a press release, Sencion 
said she’s excited to bring the 
community’s youth “into the fold as 
they have bold ideas and energy to 
continue to move us forward.”
 “I look forward to working 
collaboratively with my fellow 
colleagues on the commission to 
rethink structures and policies to 
support working parents both inside 
and outside of the home,” she said. 
 In an effort to connect with 
the community and understand 
its concerns, Camarena said the 
commission held a virtual town hall 
meeting with plans to schedule more. 
The fi rst, “Women: Work and Family 
in the Time of COVID-19,” aimed 
to provide information, resources, 
and a platform for attendees to share 
the issues and challenges women are 
facing during the pandemic.

—Karen Garcia

Board of Supervisors 
approves vaccine 
distribution agreement 
with state
 The Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors approved a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between the county 
Public Health Department and the state laying 
out how COVID-19 vaccines will be allocated, 
solidifying a move most counties in California 
are making as Blue Shield of California takes 
over the state’s vaccine network.
 Public Health Director Dr. Van Do-Reynoso 
said the MOU with the state stands in lieu of an 
agreement with Blue Shield. While health care 
providers like Sansum Clinic and local hospitals 
enter into a contract directly with Blue Shield, 
“if you are a public entity, like a public health 
department, you enter into a very similar MOU 
with the state,” Do-Reynoso told the Sun.
  In her letter to the board requesting that it 
approve the agreement, Do-Reynoso explained 
that local public health departments must 
contract with the state “in order to receive 
vaccines and serve as vaccine providers.” 
The item was approved as part of the board’s 
administrative agenda on April 6.

 Do-Reynoso told the Sun that she only 
knew of one or two counties, such as Orange 
County, that chose to contract directly with 
Blue Shield. When the insurance company 
was fi rst announced as the state’s third-
party administrator in January, counties had 
concerns about losing their say in the local 
allocation of doses. Do-Reynoso said the MOU 
settles these concerns.
 “The state MOU contains all the elements 
that we wanted, that was not in the contract 
directly with Blue Shield,” Do-Reynoso 
said. “The MOU contains elements of local 
partnership with the state. It contains 
parameters for us to transfer our state allocation 
among different county-sponsored sites, and it 
allows us to give the state input on allocations 
to our partners, and those who are not explicitly 
stated in the contract with Blue Shield.”
 In her letter to the board, Do-Reynoso adds 
that the agreement gives the Public Health 
Department “signifi cant control over vaccine 
allocations to the underserved and vulnerable 
communities within Santa Barbara County 
and also will be able to more freely transfer 
vaccine doses between county-operated 

vaccination clinics.”
 Blue Shield will still play a signifi cant 
role, alongside the state and counties, in the 
continued vaccine rollout, which Do-Reynoso 
described as “a three-legged stool.”
 “The state ultimately makes the [allocation] 
decision, with local public health weighing in 
because we have eyes on the ground, and the 
Blue Shield being the analytics and having the 
big picture,” she said. 
 Meanwhile, Santa Barbara County is in the 
process of onboarding with My Turn, the state’s 
consolidated vaccine registration system—but 
this choice varies county by county. 
 San Luis Obispo County signed its MOU 
with the state on March 30 but plans to keep 
using its current vaccine registry system. The 
transition to My Turn will only occur “if and 
when it’s determined that such a transition 
will not interfere with the county’s own web-
based sign-up system and will not hamper our 
vaccination efforts,” SLO County Counsel Rita 
Neal told the Sun by email. 
 Santa Barbara County expects to start using 
the My Turn system by mid April. ❍

—Malea Martin and Peter Johnson

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

NEWS from page 4

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF SLO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

REACHING AN AGREEMENT: The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors approved a memorandum of understanding between the county 
Public Health Department and the state on April 6. The agreement will allow the county to retain some say in vaccine allocations as the state 
vaccine network moves under Blue Shield of California’s control.
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N E W S

BY MALEA MARTIN

If you’re wondering when it will be your turn to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine, the answer may 
soon be found on My Turn, a state-run vaccine 

scheduling platform that’s being onboarded by 
providers in Santa Barbara County and across 
California. 
 “The state envisions My Turn as the single point 
where communities across the state can search 
for vaccine appointments and schedule their 
appointments,” Public Health Director Dr. Van 
Do-Reynoso told the Sun. 
 Each vaccine provider must introduce the 
system separately, and with Public Health currently 
in the middle of the process, Do-Reynoso expects 
the department to be fully onboarded in a few 
weeks. Sansum Clinic and Cottage Health are 
already onboarded, she added, and Lompoc Valley 
Medical Center is working through it.
 My Turn has run into challenges in other parts 
of the state, such as software glitches and exploited 
access codes intended for underserved populations. 
But as more and more providers get through the 
process, Lompoc Valley Medical Center Chief 
Operations Officer Dr. Naishadh Buch said he 
believes My Turn is the right move forward.
 “It takes over the scheduling function from us. 
Right now, any time we have a vaccine clinic, either 
we’re scheduling the people ourselves directly, or for 
instance, the county Education Office [provides] 
us a list of people they’re going to send, and they’re 
taking care of the scheduling,” Buch said. “So the 
scheduling function goes away from entities and 
becomes a personal responsibility.”
 The benefit is that people only have to sign up 
once to be notified of possible 
appointment opportunities from a 
number of nearby providers, Buch 
said.
 “People are saying, ‘Sign up 
everywhere, get an appointment in 
10 different places, and go get the 
first one,’” Buch said. “Well, that’s 
obviously very inefficient, because 

now you have 10 appointments being made for one 
person to get one vaccine, and so those are nine 
other slots that somebody else couldn’t get.”
 Buch expects Lompoc Valley Medical Center to 
be ready to start using the software in mid-April.
 “Probably in the first couple of weeks, we’ll be a 
hybrid of My Turn and our own, because we still 
have to give second doses to all the people that we 
gave first doses to,” he said. 
 Marian Regional Medical Center and other 
Dignity Health Central Coast hospitals are opting 
not to onboard with the My Turn system, President 
and CEO of Pacific Central Coast Health Centers 
(PHC) Dr. Scott Robertson told the Sun in an 
email. However, Dignity Health’s PHCs did enroll 
and have been using the system for the past few 
weeks, he said.
 “When working properly, My Turn will provide a 
single platform for patients to easily search and register 
for available vaccines in their respective counties,” 
Robertson wrote. “Management of the 
vaccination process is more efficient 
for PHC, as our offices no longer have 
to make outbound calls in order to fill 
open vaccine appointments; they are 
automatically filled through the system.”
 An efficient vaccine registration 
system will soon be needed more 
than ever, as California plans to 
open up eligibility to anyone 16 
and older beginning on April 
15. In Santa Barbara County, the 
floodgates opened even sooner: 
The county announced April 5 
that community members who 
are 16 and older were eligible to 
get an appointment at the Public 
Health Department’s Santa Maria 
clinic, happening until April 11. 
Community members 18 and older 
were able to sign up for Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine appointments at the 
county’s Santa Barbara clinic happening April 
8. People can sign up for a vaccine appointment 
on the Public Health website or by calling 211 
and pressing option 4.
 Do-Reynoso said the county’s vaccine 
allocations come through two supply chain 
channels: a federal allocation used for the county’s 

mass vaccination clinics, and 
then the weekly state allocation. 
As of March 31, the county had 
just received enough federal doses 
to administer 10,000 vaccines a 
week, plus an increase in the state 
allocation to 4,400 doses, Do-
Reynoso said at an April 2 press 
conference.

 “[The state is] basing our allocation on our 
16-plus population, as well as our health equity 
metrics, so it is an increase from last week,” Do-
Reynoso told the Sun.
 Do-Reynoso is confident that the county has 
the manpower to administer the growing supply of 
vaccines.
 “Because we had an incredible increase of vaccines 
from the feds for our clinics, we were able to ask for 
assistance from the state, so we do have state staff 
on hand, and we’re asking for additional,” she said. 
“On top of that we have a pretty solid core of county 
department support as well as county Medical 
Reserve Corps volunteers. … We have the solid 
infrastructure, and we can ramp up or ramp down.”
 Even with this help and infrastructure in place, 
Dignity Health’s Dr. Robertson said there could be 
some challenges. 
 “We are almost there and expect in the next 

several weeks the supply of vaccines will exceed 
our ability to administer them,” Robertson wrote. 
“While we understand that this may present a new 
bottleneck in the process, we welcome local public 
health departments expanding vaccine eligibility.”
 Do-Reynoso is hopeful that anyone who wants 
a vaccine appointment will soon be able to get 
one. On top of the current allocations, she said the 
county just got word that the federal government 
began negotiating with Costco to provide another 
vaccine option.
 “I don’t anticipate difficulty in getting an 
appointment,” she said. “I’m so encouraged. The 
task is now making sure that people seize that 
opportunity.” m

Staff Writer Malea Martin can be reached at 
mmartin@santamariasun.com.

Your turn?
With more allocations and 
a new registration system, 
more Santa Barbara  
County residents can  
get COVID-19 vaccines

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

VYING FOR VACCINES: Now 
anybody 16 and older in Santa 
Barbara County is eligible 
to get a COVID-19 vaccine 
at the county’s Santa Maria 
vaccination clinic. Vaccines 
available to those 18 and older 
are offered at the county’s 
Santa Barbara vaccination 
clinic.

FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

‘Management of the vaccination 
process is more efficient ... as 
our offices no longer have to 
make outbound calls in order to 
fill open vaccine appointments; 
they are automatically filled 
through the system.’

—Dr. Scott Robertson, president and CEO of  
Pacific Central Coast Health Centers

Just the vax
    Sign up for a COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment through the Santa 
Barbara County Public Health 
Department at countyofsb.org/phd. 
Or call 211 and press option 4 for 
appointment information. 

EMPLOYMENT
MARKETING 
& SALES 
COORDINATOR

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo 
NewTimesSLO.com

2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria 
SantaMariaSun.com

N E W T I M E S M E D I A G R O U P

New Times Media Group 
(NTMG) is a family-owned 
business that has been part 
of the community since 1986. 
Our mission is to publish 
great newspapers which are 
successful and enduring; 
create a quality work 
environment that encourages 
employees to grow; and to 
have a positive impact on our 
communities, and make it a 
better place to live.  
The Marketing and Sales Coordinator 
is our equivalent of a project ninja. 
Flexibility, attention to details, and great 
time management is key. 

Responsibilities include, but are not 
limited to: managing the marketing and 
promotion of special publications, assisting 
the sales team, planning company events, 
and being the communication cornerstone 
as an internal and external representative 
of NTMG.

Experience:
•  Experience in business, customer service 

or related field

• College degree preferred.

TO APPLY: If this sounds like you, 
please email your résumé and 
cover letter to Cindy Rucker at 
crucker@newtimesslo.com.
When you submit your résumé please 
answer the following questions in the 
body of your e-mail:

1)  Why are you interested in working  
for NTMG?

2) Why should we hire you?

Compensation includes a base salary, 
commission and bonus; excellent benefits 
package including medical, dental, and 
paid time off.

NTMG is proud to be an equal opportunity 
employer.
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BY KAREN GARCIA

Morro Bay resident Willow Kawamoto, 
describes the Equality Act as a powder keg.
“The result is just an explosion of its own, 

encompassing so many different aspects of what 
it means to be a part of the LGBTQ community,” 
Kawamoto said. “And it’s now obviously affecting 
children.”
 The Equality Act, passed by the House of 
Representatives in February, defines and includes 
sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity among 
the prohibited categories of discrimination or 
segregation. 
 The legislation would amend the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act to protect people from being discriminated 
against based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity in employment, housing, and other services.
 This month Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Arkansas state governors passed and signed bills 
that remove trans girls’ ability to participate in girls’ 
sports and restrict trans-youth’s access to gender-
affirming health care. 
 “A lot of it [is happening] in the conservative 
Bible area of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
where we’re seeing doctors and schools are given the 
right to deny people access to medicine and care,” 
Kawamoto said.

Anti-transgender legislation, Kawamoto said, is 
only going to continue until the Equality Act has 
passed the Senate. 

U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) told 
the Sun via email, LGBTQ-plus rights are human 
rights, “it’s as simple as that.”

“Every American should 
be treated equally and 
with dignity, regardless 
of their sexual or gender 
orientation. Unfortunately, 
discriminatory legal barriers 

hinder the LGBTQ-plus community’s access to 
employment, health care, adoption, housing, 
education, and so much more,” Carbajal said. “By 
amending our civil rights laws to make sexual 
orientation and gender identity protected classes, the 
Equality Act would provide consistent and explicit 
protections for LGBTQ-plus people in every state.”

Carbajal voted in support of passing the Equality 
Act in the House of Representatives. He said he’s 
grateful the House “stood on the right side of 
history” to bring the country one step closer to full 
equality for every American; however, the work isn’t 
finished. He said he’s hopeful it will be given due 
consideration in the Senate.

“I’m confident that, overwhelmingly, the 
American people want this passed,” Carbajal said. 

The 2020 American Values Atlas of the 
nonpartisan Public Religion Research Institute 
surveyed more than 10,000 adults in the U.S. from 
January to December in 2020. It found that 76 
percent of adults favor LGBTQ protections. Less than 
1 in 5 adults, 19 percent, opposed such protections. 

Kawamoto said while there is strong support, 
she believes there’s a lack of representation of 
transgender individuals to stand up and say to 
society that “we have to take action.”

For the past year, Kawamoto has been grateful 
for her Morro Bay community that’s been a part 
of her transition, but she said it’s also been a scary 
experience to be an Asian American transgender 
woman who’s a lesbian. 

The fear has only heightened, she said, when she 
learned about two alarming statistics. The Human 

Rights Campaign reported 
at least 37 transgender and 
non-conforming people 
were murdered, more than 
any other year since the 
nonprofit started tracking 
deaths in 2013.  

In 2020, the national 
coalition Stop Asian 
American Pacific Islander 
Hate (Stop AAPI Hate) 
reported more than 3,800 
hate crimes against Asian 
Americans—a majority 
of those are coronavirus-
related. 

But it’s not new.
“My uncle lived 

through this already. He 
was put into Manzanar, which was an internment 
camp in [Independence, California] for Japanese 
Americans during World War ll. So I come from a 
history of living this through this form of racism. As 
long as my family has been here, we’ve been a part of 
it,” she said. 

Kawamoto remembers growing up in Maryland 
and being mocked for the shape of her eyes or her 
English pronunciation. And now as a transgender 
woman, she’s been called “coronavirus” or has 
purposefully been given directions to the men’s 
bathroom instead of the women’s bathroom. 

“Having to explain who and what I am is a double 
whammy because it’s not only the transgender part of 
me but also the Asian American part of me,” she said. 

Kawamoto said she’s ready to start a conversation 
and create a support system for herself and others. 
She wants the community to acknowledge and 
appreciate the contributions of its Asian American 
and transgender neighbors, but more importantly, she 

wants the community to understand the importance 
of the Equality Act for not only herself but for others on 
the Central Coast community and beyond. 

Highlight
 • Santa Maria Mayor Alice Patino is challenging 
residents to make a commitment to water 
conservation throughout April. She joins other 
mayors across the nation for the 10th National 
Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation, 
during which residents can make the pledge at 
mywaterpledge.com. Santa Maria residents who 
participate will receive free promotional items from 
the Utilities Department, according to the city. 
To receive the promotion, residents must bring a 
photo ID card and the email confirmation from 
mywaterpledge.com to the Utilities Department.  m

Staff Writer Karen Garcia wrote this week’s Spotlight. 
Send tips to spotlight@santamariasun.com.

N E W S

FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

HUMAN RIGHTS: Despite the Equality Act passing the House of Representatives and its current 
consideration in the Senate, anti-transgender bills have been passed in several states in the U.S.

SPOTLIGHT

Increasing equality
The Equality Act supports human rights

600 E. Stowell Road, Santa Maria
(805) 925-2753 · www.magnermaloney.com FD270 CR255

Now offering online 
prearrangements at 
magnermaloney.com

BURIAL & CREMATION SERVICES • ADVANCED PLANNING • MONUMENTS & GRAVE MARKERS 

Serving the Central Coast for 85 years

Remove decision-making 
burdens from your  
loved ones by making 
personal choices  
well in advance  
of need
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PATRICIA PETERSON PITTMAN 
BOURMAN, 80, formerly of Santa Maria, 
passed away 1/11/2021 

ALICIA MARIA CAREY, 53, passed away 
3/11/2021 arrangements with Marshall-
Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

DAVID FRANK FSHER, 76, of Nipomo 
passed away 3/12/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

JUDITH SULLIVAN, 72, of Grover Beach 
passed away 3/13/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

EDDIE G. BREEN, JR., 67, of Lompoc 
passed away 3/14/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

ELVIRA NAJERA LOPEZ, passed away 
3/14/2021 arrangements with Lady Family 
Mortuary

PATRICIA SLATER-MINER, 85, of Grover 
Beach passed away 3/14/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

VIOLET JUANITA RAUCH, 96, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 3/15/2021 arrange-
ments with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral 
Chapel

ERIK VAN DEN ANDEL, 41, passed away 
3/15/2021 arrangements with Marshall-
Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

DINO G. CANU, 70, passed away 3/17/2021 
arrangements with Lady Family Mortuary

SONJA MAYS, 66, of San Luis Obispo 
passed away 3/18/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

CONSTANCE E. SMITH, 99, passed away 
3/18/2021 arrangements with Lady Family 
Mortuary

NANCY F. SINNINGSON, 79, of Lompoc 
passed away 3/21/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

KENNETH W. GOODMAN, 87, passed 
away 3/22/2021 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

RALPH K. NUNLEY, 90, passed away 
3/23/2021 arrangements with Los Osos 
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

DAVID CLOUSE, 61, of Atascadero passed 
away 3/23/2021 arrangements with Blue 
Sky Cremation Service

DAVID BRIGGS, 62, of Morro Bay passed 
away 3/24/2021 arrangements with Blue 
Sky Cremation Service

ELFRIEDE WITTWER, 87, of Lompoc 
passed away 3/25/2021 arrangements with 
Starbuck-Lind Mortuary

ELEANORE GARLEY, 99, of Grover 
Beach passed away 3/26/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

MARY ELLEN KEEGAN, 60, of Santa 
Maria passed away 3/26/2021 arrange-
ments with Magner-Maloney Funeral 
Home & Crematory

LUIS VARGAS, 50, of Santa Maria passed 
away 3/27/2021 arrangements with Moreno 
Mortuary

EUGENE GAHAGAN, 78, of Templeton 
passed away 3/27/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

MARIA DIAZ UGALDE, 53, of Santa 
Maria passed away 3/27/2021 arrange-
ments with Moreno Mortuary

LORRI RENEE TEIXEIRIA, 62, formerly 
of Arroyo Grande, passed away 3/27/2021 
arrangements with Marshall-Spoo Sunset 
Funeral Chapel

CELEDONIA CUEVAS MENDOZA, 74, 
of Santa Maria passed away 3/27/2021 
arrangements with Moreno Mortuary

LYLA JADE SHERFIELD, passed away 
3/28/2021 arrangements with Los Osos 
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

GILBERT VALLES, 56, of Santa Maria 
passed away 3/29/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

STEPHEN MORRIS, 67, of Los Osos 
passed away 3/31/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

VELIA VANDER PLATE, 96, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 3/30/2021 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

MARGARET JOAN HAWKS, 87, passed 
away 3/30/2021 arrangements with Los 
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

DARLENE ROTH, 80, of Grover Beach 
passed away 3/30/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

RONALD LLOYD PETERSON, 83, 
of Santa Maria passed away 3/31/2021 
arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

ELSIE GREENMYER, 99, of Grover Beach 
passed away 3/31/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

MICHELLE CASTELLANETA, 60, of Los 
Osos passed away 4/1/2021 arrangements 
with Blue Sky Cremation Service

LUCIA RUIZ, 90, of Pismo Beach passed 
away 4/2/2021 arrangements with Magner-
Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

ANDRES MILLAN FARIAS, 83, of Santa 
Maria passed away 4/3/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory 
& Memory Gardens

DEATH NOTICES

Want to memorialize  
a loved one?

We’re here to help. Our obituary 
and in memoriam services 

are affordable, accessible, and 
handled with personal care.

Share your loved one’s story  
with the local community in  

your local newspaper.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Mark your family’s memories
Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121 
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

Where is our 
energy going?

1  Mills, Evan. “The Carbon Footprint of Indoor Cannabis Production.”  
Energy Policy 46. (2012): 58–67.

Learn more and 
join the fight at:

sbcountycoalition.com

Over the last decade, cannabis 
cultivation was responsible for more 

than one percent of the nation’s entire 
electricity use. That is six times the 
amount of power the entire U.S. 

pharmaceutical industry uses, and can be 
expected to rise if cultivation continues 

to escalate due to Santa Barbara 
County’s failed cannabis ordinance.1

This vast consumption of energy  
derives from both the quantity of 
marijuana grown and the energy-

intensiveness of the crop. It is  
almost four times more energy- 

intensive than the coal or petroleum 
industries, and six times as energy-
intensive as the industry average.1
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BY RON FINK

More than 25 years ago, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) declared the 
Western snowy plover a threatened species 

and afforded “protections” that included nature 
establishing a sustained plover population of 400 
adult birds on three Vandenberg Air Force Base 
beaches. Apparently the science didn’t support this 
conclusion then and still doesn’t.
 In doing this the U.S. FWS ignored populations 
of the birds along the beaches of Mexico and 
the interior of the U.S. and only tabulated 
counts for one specifi c subset of the total plover 
community. DNA studies have clearly established 
a commonality among the species in many areas of 
the U.S.
 The fi rst was offered in a master of science thesis, 
“Population differentiation among snowy plovers,” 
by Leah Gorman which was submitted after 
peer review by the U.S. FWS to fulfi ll her degree 
requirements at Oregon State University in 2000. 
She noted that “our study provides no evidence of 
genetic differentiation between coastal and inland 
populations (of the plover community).”
 Then a study, “Conservation genetics of snowy 
plovers,” published in 2007 concluded: “Although 
U.S. Pacifi c and Gulf Coast breeding areas were 
not genetically distinct from other continental 
U.S. sites, demographic isolation, unique coastal 
habitats, and recent population declines suggest 
they warrant special concern.” 
 And even though this study specifi cally said 
that “snowy plovers are migratory and globally 
distributed, found in portions of North and 
South America and in Europe, Asia, and Africa” 
only beaches in the Western U.S. were chosen for 
closure action.
 Closing Surf Beach to human visitors for several 
months of the summer season has aggravated 
the local community for more than two decades. 
Meanwhile, beaches in tourist-rich Santa Barbara 

coastal areas could remain open to the public. 
Apparently the environmental community on the 
South Coast who funds actions like this still likes to 
go to the beach.
 After several years of closures and millions 
of dollars spent by the Air Force to manage the 
recovery effort, a recent base commander, with the 
concurrence of the U.S. FWS, fi nally relaxed the 
closure orders so at least a portion of the beach is 
now open year round.
 But after all this time and expenditure of vital 
defense funds, has the plover on Vandenberg 
beaches come close to the recovery goal?
 A research paper in 2020, “Habitat restoration 
improves Western snowy plover nest survival,” 
noted that “naturally restored areas had a stronger 
effect (higher and less variable survival estimates) 
on nest survival than human-restored areas. 
Human and predator activity were not strong 
predictors of nest survival.” 
 As those of us who live here and have visited 
Surf Beach know, it is mostly unimpaired by 
development; however, over the years, mechanical 
manipulation of the habitat using heavy machinery 
has occurred with no appreciable improvement of 
the Western snowy plover population.
 How do we know for a fact that the plover 
population has had little improvement in the 
25 years since the beach was fi rst closed? Well, 
Vandenberg has expended considerable effort and 
defense funds to count the birds each season.
 The result of these counts was explained during 
a presentation to the Lompoc City Council by the 
Vandenberg environmental staff on March 16. 
They have religiously counted the number of adult 
birds on three Vandenberg beaches since 1994 
when the U.S. FWS Western snowy plover recovery 
plan was initiated.
 The fi ndings may surprise you. Keep in 
mind that the recovery goal is a sustained adult 
population of 400 adults for 10 years before the 

Western snowy plover can be delisted by the U.S. 
FWS. In 1994 there were 218 adults; 25 years later 
there were 265 adults. Only once, in 2004 did the 
count reach 420.
 So why haven’t the birds multiplied as expected? 
I am no scientist, but I think we can apply some 
common sense here to try and understand what’s 
going on at the beaches of Vandenberg. If you are 
expecting some sinister, top secret plan to undermine 
recovery efforts, forget it—there isn’t one.
 My fi rst thought is that the birds didn’t get 
the memo about the need to create an increased 
population or that they should stay at Vandenberg 
instead of fl ying away.
 The paper, “Habitat restoration improves 
Western snowy plover nest survival,” gives part 
of the secret away. It says, “Plovers prefer to court 
and nest in relatively fl at, open, sparsely vegetated 
habitats, which probably enables early detection of 
predators.” Anyone who has visited any of the three 
beaches chosen for protection knows that there isn’t 
much fl at terrain on any of them.
 The birds also need something to eat; brine 
fl ies are their meal of choice. Nature has a way of 
limiting the population of any species based on the 
availability of forage for survival. After multiple 
generations of plover families have come and gone, it 
would seem that the great thinkers in the U.S. FWS 
could fi gure out that the habitat on Vandenberg, 
even after some signifi cant modifi cations using 
heavy equipment, can’t support 400 adults for even 
two years in a row.
 Lastly, since real scientists have clearly established 
that there is “no evidence of genetic differentiation 
between coastal and inland populations,” the U.S. 
FWS should reevaluate its characterization of the 
Western snowy plover as “threatened” and release 
local beaches for unrestricted use.
 Because, you see, it is nature, not humans, that 
rules how critters in the wild multiply and survive. ❍

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send your 
thoughts, comments, and opinionated letters to 
letters@santamariasun.com.

Trucker charged for oil spill, 
fi rst of many if Exxon 
project approved
 Last year an oil tanker crashed on Highway 166 
and spilled 4,533 gallons of oil into the Cuyama 
River. Someone certainly needs to be held 
accountable for this disaster, but is blame only to 
be placed on the truck driver who was charged? 
What about the fossil fuel company that decided 
to transport crude oil on a windy, notoriously 
dangerous two-lane road that runs next to a river? 
The driver should have been more careful, but 
wasn’t this somewhat inevitable when the project 
was approved?
 And yet the county is considering allowing more 
trucks on this dangerous highway. ExxonMobil 
wants to increase oil trucking across the county by 
70 trucks per day, seven days a week on Highways 
101 and 166. In addition to the risk of more oil 
spills and vehicle accidents, this project would also 
increase emissions, create poorer air quality, and 
prolong our reliance on fossil fuels.
 ExxonMobil should withdraw this dangerous 
project and decommission its offshore oil platforms 
as others have done. If it does not, the county 
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors 
should deny this project.

Nadia Lee Abushanab
advocacy and events director

Santa Barbara County Action Network (SBCAN)

C A N A R Y 1 2  

COMMENTARY

Are your kids back in 
the classroom yet?
76% I don’t have kids!
12% No, but we’re anxious to hear about 
  return plans.
6%  They had the option, but we opted out. 
  Better safe than sorry.
6%  Yes, and I’m so happy about it!

17 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll Still threatened?
Nature, not humans, rules the Western snowy plover population

LETTERS
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SPECIAL PUBLICATION

This year, the Strawberry Festival will be a drive-through event held from 
April 28–May 2. The April 22 issue of the Sun will have the details of what’s 
being offered. Get your message in front of this “berry” special audience!

STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL
BOOK ADS BY: 
APRIL 16 
PUBLICATION DATE: 
APRIL 22

David Ikola, M.D. Shane Rostermundt, D.O. Joseph Nunez, M.D. Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

Geronna Leonards, N.P.Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P. Jessica Prather, C.N.P.

8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8
www.pmgsm.com1430 E. Main St. 

Santa Maria, CA

Pediatric Medical Group wants to ensure all 
newborns, infants, children and adolescents are 

up-to-date on their comprehensive well-child care, 
inclusive of appropriate screenings, 

complete physical exam, laboratory exams, 
fluoride varnish and vaccines. 

Pediatric Medical Group is scheduling well exam visits for 
children of all ages. Strict safety precautions have been put in 

place to ensure the safety of patients and their parents.

• We provide Rapid Covid-19 Tests (15 Min results) Flu tests, and Flu vaccines.
• All individuals entering the building are pre-screened and temperature is taken.

• Face masks are required to be worn
• Only well-patient visits are seen inside the building

• All sick visits are seen either outside in a tent or via telehealth
• Strict sanitation practices are in place including disinfecting exam rooms  

after each visit.

Call to schedule your child’s well exam today.

Monday – Friday 
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While Los Alamos, Goleta, Isla Vista, 
Carpinteria, and Santa Ynez all know 
what could potentially be coming their 

way when it comes to recreational cannabis retail, 
Orcutt will have to wait until at least May 21. 
 Why? A capitalistic temper 
tantrum. 
 The Natural Healing 
Center—the totally non-
controversial cannabis company 
that purchased the building that 
once housed the beloved Old 
Town Market with the intent 
to turn it into a cannabis 
storefront, causing uproar in 
Orcutt—took Santa Barbara 
County to court over its decision-
making process on Orcutt’s potential cannabis 
retail store applicants. 
 Shockingly, the Natural Healing Center didn’t 
make the cut. 
 According to Natural Healing Center 
spokesperson Joe Armendariz, it’s inconceivable 
that their application wouldn’t be the county’s top 
pick for Orcutt. Inconceivable! The application was 
“second to none,” he said, apparently not realizing 
that it was, in fact, second to some. 
 I mean, his company already has approvals in 
five other cities. How could Santa Barbara County 
not see how freaking wonderful they are? 
 “No other companies in this space have 
dedicated the financial resources or the time over 
these past several years to positively impact the local 
communities in which we operate, and specifically 
here in the community of Orcutt,” he said.
 Oh, I didn’t realize spending money was a 
prerequisite to getting the only cannabis retail 
license issued in an area. It’s absolutely conceivable 
that out of the six cannabis retail applicants in 
Orcutt, at least five would get tossed. And that 
one of those could be the Natural Healing Center, 
which pissed off a lot of Orcutt residents when it 
dedicated its financial resources to purchase the 
Old Town Market’s building assuming everything 
would be all good!
 Community compatibility was part of the 
county’s ranking process, and that move wasn’t 
very compatible with Old Orcutt, you know?
 “We are certain that not only does no other 
company in this process understand the needs of 
Orcutt better than us, but we are equally confident 
that no other company is more committed to doing 
what is right and good for Orcutt,” Armendariz said. 
 What is right and good for Orcutt, Joe?
 Oh, let me guess! The Natural Healing Center! 
 His company missed out on making the second 
phase of the decision process by one measly 
point. Ugg! That hurts! But one point can be the 
difference between a winner and a loser. 
 Plus, the ranking process was the same in each 
of the six unincorporated areas that will get their 
own cannabis retail locations. Inconceivable! 
 Kind of how the Teamsters Local 986 feels 
about losing its union members from Allied 
Central Coast Distributing. Obviously, they were 
coerced, right? 
 That’s what Local 986 Business Agent Jeff Lee 
is implying, at least. Allied—which is part of the 
eighth largest company in America, according to 
Forbes—brought in “union busters,” according 
to Lee, who basically rode in trucks with local 
delivery drivers and convinced them to decertify 
the union as their representative. 
 Does anyone else feel like we just entered the 
Twilight Zone and jumped back in time? m

The Canary thinks its inconceivable that you 
wouldn’t get the humor. Send comments to canary@
santamariasun.com.

Temper that 
tantrum

O P I N I O N

HopeHope
together

Join CASA of Santa Barbara County’s Circle of Hope
Together, we can give hope to the nearly 650 children 

experiencing abuse or neglect each year.

Give comfort to 13-year-old Jasmine who was removed because of sexual abuse in her own home.
Give consistency to 2-year-old Brayden who has moved foster homes 3 times in one year.

Give love to newborn Nevaeh who was born addicted to 6 different types of drugs.
Give encouragement to 17-year-old Savannah as she approaches adulthood and applies to colleges.

Give advocacy for 6-year-old David so that he can continue to see a therapist.
Give time to 8-year-old Sophia who just needs someone to listen and encourage her dreams.
Give knowledge to 11-year-old Caleb who needs someone to advocate for his education plan.

Give a hand to hold for 4-year-old Isabelle as she walks into the courtroom.

Give HOPE.

Join the Circle of Hope and make a pledge to give monthly at SBCASA.ORG/circleofhope
Ready to become a CASA volunteer? You are needed now! Visit sbcasa.org/volunteer today

Thank you to our extraordinary community of people giving hope every month:
Renee Alexandre
Timothy Bigelow

Janet Blevins
Luann Caesar
Corine Cerny 

Kim & Mike Davis
Shirley Decker

Lorine Edens 
Jeffrey Hearn
James Jepsen

Maxine Johnson
Tami McKnight
Francie Olivera
Joanne Parker

Lauren Pinsker
Scott Plyler

Deborah Schiller
Tristin Sherman

Lindsay Soleimani
Penelope Stirling

Crystal & Wes Sullins
Linda Weston

SBCASA.ORG

 What’s Your
 Take?

Enter your choice online  
at: SantaMariaSun.com

We know you’ve  
got an opinion. 

Everybody’s got one!

This week’s online poll 4/8–4/15

What do you think about the county opening up 
the vaccine to 16-plus at some clinics?

m  It’s about time!

m  I’m worried it will make it harder to get an 
appointment.

m  I would have preferred more sectors to get 
access before opening to everyone.

m  The state plans to do the same thing in about 
a week, so it doesn’t make a big difference.

Fiscal Services Manager II
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District

$96,590.50 Annual Salary

For more information about this vacancy and to apply, visit  
https://www.applitrack.com/smjuhsd/onlineapp/

Excellent benefits package including paid sick leave, 
paid vacation, paid holidays, medical insurance, 

CalPERS retirement, and more.
Deadline: Until Filled
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calm4kids.org

CALM-Santa Barbara
1236 Chapala St. 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Ph: 805.965.2376

Fax: 805.963-6707

CALM-Santa Maria
210 E. Enos Dr., Suite A
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Ph: 805.614.9160
Fax: 805-614-9363

CALM-Lompoc
110 South C Street
Lompoc, CA 93436

Ph: 805.741.7460
Fax: 805.736.6495

CALM’s mission is to prevent childhood trauma, heal children and families, 
and build resilient communities throughout Santa Barbara County.

joy
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April is National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month

Learning and practicing 
resilience is key to maintaining 
physical and mental health 
We know that prolonged exposure to adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), 
trauma and toxic stress, like we are all experiencing now, can have lifelong 
negative health effects. One way to promote resilience is to form nurturing 
connections between children and caring adults. This month, build connections 
with the children in your life to protect children against harmful experiences 
and reduce the impact of trauma for families and our community.

Here are just a few ways to strengthen those 
connections with yourself and those around you:
•  Practice mindfulness – Focus on the things that bring you joy 

and happiness. At dinner, go around the table and name something 
for which you are grateful. 

•  Make time for exercise – Plan a walk and talk with your friend 
and share a story that made you smile. Strolling down memory lane 
can be a mood booster. 

•  Make sleep a priority – A regular routine of bath, story and 
bed helps younger children feel ready for sleep. For older children, 
this might include a chat with you about the day then some quiet 
time alone before lights out.

Strengthening Our Community, 
One Family at a Time
When a child experiences trauma, our entire community is impacted. To combat the 
effects of childhood trauma, CALM is here to support families in need of strength 
and healing. CALM’s evidence-based programs represent a continuum of care that 
addresses the safety and wellbeing of children and families.
With a 50-year history of serving families in our region, a staff of exceptionally qualified 
clinicians, and meaningful partnerships with complementary agencies and organizations, 
CALM is committed to preventing childhood trauma, healing children and families, and 
building resilient communities throughout Santa Barbara County.

While we can’t be together in person, we invite you to 
join us virtually in April for a number of community 
activities and events:
•  Facebook Live Series – Inside CALM! We’ll give you a behind-the-

scenes look at all things CALM, including therapy methods and services, 
directly from CALM clinicians. Fridays in April.

•  Community Conversation on Post-Pandemic Mental Health with 
CALM’s clinical leadership.Tuesday, April 27 at 11am; Zoom registration 
coming soon.

•  Ladies Get Loud Virtual ‘Night In’  
Thursday, April 29 at 6:30pm. More information on the next page.

More information can be found at:  
calm4kids.org/events

I WILL
NOT
BE SILENT

Join CALM in breaking the silence about childhood trauma

2,400 clients received 
counseling services in 
2020 through CALM’s 

clinics in Santa Barbara, 
Santa Maria and Lompoc.

75 partner organizations 
county-wide including pre- 

and elementary schools, 
after school care programs, 

health care, and law 
enforcement agencies.

10,000+ community 
members receiving 

education and mental 
health supports.

CALM provided 
uninterrupted and 
responsive service 

during stay-at-home 
orders in 2020.

60% of CALM’s 
services focus 
on prevention.

Since March 
2020, CALM 

has hosted over 
25,000 telehealth 

appointments. 

CALM served clients 
from ages 0 to 81 in 
2020. Our average 

client age is 16.

In the last year, an 
average of 484 child 
abuse reports were 
made in our county 

each month. 
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Ladies  
Get Loud 

2021

Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

DATE: 
Thursday,  

April 29, 2021

TIME:  
6:30pm

LOCATION: 
Virtual ‘Night in’

TICKETS: 
$50 per person

For more information about all of CALM’s services,  
please call 805-965-2376, or visit calm4kids.org 

This ad sponsored by

Support children and families throughout 
Santa Maria who need our help, while 
enjoying a fun evening from the comfort of 
your couch! We’re planning an entertaining 
virtual program, aimed to inspire!

Each guest will receive a hand-picked charcuterie plate 
filled with delicious Italian foods from Trattoria Uliveto 
accompanied with wines from CNagy Wines. These party 
packs will be available at convenient locations throughout 
Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, and Lompoc.

Plus, participate in a special live drawing for a chance 
to win a staycation at the Cliffs Hotel and Spa and a 
diamond ring. 

More information and to register visit: 
calm4kids.org/events

LADIES
GET

LOUD
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

THE ART OF FACE MASKS: VIRTUAL EXHIBIT This 
group show reunites several artists from the museum’s 
2019 exhibit, The Art of Dress, including Georganne 
Alex, Carole Coduti, Gwen Samuels, and others. ongoing 
Free. artoffacemasks.com. Elverhoj Museum of History 
and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

A MIGHTY OAK: PERMANENT EXHIBIT ONLINE 
Depicts the habitat around a Valley oak–one of the largest 
and old trees found in our area. View the artwork online. 
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

THE NATURE OF CLOUDS: HOLLI HARMON 
Chandelier crystals, spider plants, and various 
succulents are among the items suspended by invisible 
threads, all under a ceiling designed to resemble a 
cumulus-cloud-filled sky, in artist Holli Harmon’s window 
installation inspired by the water cycle. Through Sept. 22 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082.

SB COUNTY AND BEYOND Photographic landscapes 
by George Rose. View online. ongoing Free. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: INSPIRED BY NATURE View 
the exhibit online. Features photography by 29 Solvang 
School Yearbook and Media students. The students, 
grades 7 – 8, were inspired by philosopher Henry David 
Thoreau’s quote: “All good things are wild and free.” 
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SUNFLOWERS + HYDRANGEAS = HAPPINESS: 
OIL PAINTINGS BY PATTI ROBBINS Gallery Los 
Olivos presents a solo exhibit of oil paintings 
by Patti Robbins. This collection of paintings 
includes pieces that focus on sunflowers 
and/or Hydrangeas as the primary 
subjects. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. through April 30 Free. http:/
GalleryLosOlivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517.

WINTERING: A FOX TALE Local artist 
Nicole Strasburg’s illuminated paper-cut 
silhouette series, Wintering: A Fox Tale, is one 
of two new window installations, easily viewable 
from outside the Wildling Museum. Through June 20 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

EASTER BUNNY KIDS CAMP 5 fun-filled days of 

painting, writing, and crafting, with live bunnies in the 
studio to help keep the creative juices flowing. Through 
April 11 805-868-1746. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. Wine 
and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO Call or go online for the 
Academy’s current offerings. The Academy offers private 
lessons by the hour or half hour for all age groups and 
ability. ongoing 805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com. Coelho 
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams live on PCPA’s 
Instagram every Thursday and spotlights a different 
thespian guest each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. 
Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses 
our students’ learning to serve children and parents who 
are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock College 
and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to bring a love 
of stories and language to people right in their homes. 
ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, Santa 
Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every Tuesday sit 
down with one of our technical staff and learn about the ins 
and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive with our host Erik 
Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

VALLEY ART GALLERY: SPRING ART SHOWCASE 
The Valley Art Gallery of Santa Maria is now exclusively 
showing at the Santa Maria Airport. The airport has free 
parking and plenty of elbow room for guests to social 
distance. With the winter exhibit closing at the end of 
March, the spring showcase will begin in April. Through 
June 6 Free. 805-922-0663. valleygallery.org. Santa Maria 
Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL CLASSES Check 
Wine and Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list 

of virtual classes online, for various ages. Also 
offering kids camps for summer. ongoing 

Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. Wine 
and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, 
Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s 
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is 
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school 
drama students. Check site or call for more info. ongoing 
PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 
805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

WOVEN NARRATIVES (VIRTUAL EXHIBITION) 
A virtual exhibit of artist Michael F. Rohde’s abstract 
tapestry work, weaving human connections and modern 
relevance. Through May 1, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Free. 805-
694-8894. hancockcollege.edu/gallery. Ann Foxworthy 
Gallery, 800 S. College Dr., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

SUNSET PHOTO SHOOT As part of a series of events 
for the 130th Anniversary of the Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
we will be hosting an evening for photographers and 
enthusiasts to come to the station and take sunset 
photos. April 9, 5:30 p.m. my805tix.com. Point San Luis 
Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ACT SPRING BREAK CAMPS COVID-19 safety protocols 
will be followed during this program open to students ages 
5 to 13. Participants will learn the basics of acting, improv, 
and other areas. Scholarships available. Through April 9, 9 
a.m.-noon $195. 805-781-3889. slorep.org/education/act-
theatre-camps/. San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 
Morro St., San Luis Obispo.

ART CENTRAL: MINI MASTER PIECE CONTEST 
Paint a masterpiece on one of our mini canvases and 
submit your paintings by April 28th for a chance to win 
‘big’. Check blog for more information. Mondays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sundays, 12-4 p.m. through April 28 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/another-art-contest-at-
art-central/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

ART EXHIBIT: NOWHERE TO LAND An exhibit 
featuring local artist and Cal Poly Professor Antonio F. 
Garcia. Enjoy his unique exploration of mediums and 
concepts. Please stop by Art Central’s gallery during 
store hours to view this exhibit. Mondays-Sundays. 

through May 3 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.com/
portfolio/nowhere-to-land/. Art Central, 1329 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY OPEN HOUSE RECITAL This virtual 
presentation will feature student instrumentalists and 
vocalists from a variety of majors who participate in Cal 
Poly’s Choirs, Symphony, University Jazz Bands, Wind 
Orchestra, and Wind Ensemble. A live Q-and-A with students 
and faculty will follow the recording of performances from 
the 2019-20 season. April 10, 2 p.m. Free. 805-756-2406. 
music.calpoly.edu. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: ART CENTRAL’S VIRTUAL 
GALLERY Most Fridays, Art Central publishes a “Virtual 
Gallery” and is looking for more artwork to include. Please 
email us your artwork so we can continue to encourage, 
support, and inspire the local art community. Attach your 
image, name, title, medium, size and any inspiring words 
you would like to share. Fridays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. through 
May 28 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.com/
blog/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CAMBRIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS VIRTUAL 
GALLERY: VINEYARD CHURCH PAINTERS A new 
virtual group show titled ‘It’s About Time.’ If interested 
in submitting work, view site for requirements (deadline 
to submit is March 4). Through April 25 Free. 805-434-
7060. gallery@cambriacenterforthearts.org. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

FINDING SPACES Finding Spaces is a group exhibition 
of artists’ works, exploring a variety of paint mediums. 
This exhibition is hosted by SLOMA in partnership with The 
Painters Group and was guest curated by Laura-Susan 
Thomas. Through May 30, noon sloma.org/exhibition/
finding-spaces/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FLOOR PLAN: A VIRTUAL DANCE CONCERT 
Presented by the Orchesis Dance Company. Available 
to stream through the end of Cal Poly’s academic year. 
Through June 1 theatredance.calpoly.edu. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

HELP ART CENTRAL FEED SLO: DONATE TODAY 
Art Central has come up with a way to both raise funds for 
our local food pantries and get art supplies into the hands 
of children from disadvantaged families. Click the link in 
this post to learn more and donate. Through April 15, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. $10. 805-747-4200. artcentralartsupply.com/
art-central-donation.php. Online, See website, San Luis 
Obispo.

LINDA WEINBERG-HAMMER: PASTEL EXHIBIT 
Pastel artist Linda Weinberg-Hammer will have her works 
on display. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, please contact 
the artist directly. ongoing 913-522-9457. Jamaica You, 
1998 Santa Barbara Ave., San Luis Obispo.

NEVER STOP CREATING: STUDENT FILM 
AND DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS COMPETITION An 

DROP THE MIC
Coast, a new feature-length film shot on location in Santa Maria, Avila Beach, and 
other Central Coast cities, will premiere at a drive-in screening as part of the Santa 
Barbara International Film Festival on Thursday, April 8, at 7 p.m. An additional 
screening will take place on Saturday, April 10, at noon. Both drive-in events will 
be held at Santa Barbara City College. Visit coastthefeature.com for more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

ARTS continued page 18

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
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NOTE: Most venues are 
canceling or postponing events 
due to concerns about the 
spread of COVID-19. Please 
check with venues to make 
sure that scheduled events are 
still, in fact, happening, and 
most of all, stay safe! 
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2021

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOURNEY HOME



18

18 • Sun • April 8 - April 15, 2021 • www.santamariasun.com

opportunity to celebrate Central Coast students who 
found safe ways to continue creating throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The challenge covers film, digital 
media arts, screenplay writing, and podcasting. Through 
April 15 Free. 805-668-4828. centralcoastfilmsociety.
org/never-stop-creating-challenge.html. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

SHELTER: AN AUDIO PLAY An experimental theatrical 
experience available to stream through the end of Cal 
Poly’s academic year. Through June 1 theatredance.
calpoly.edu. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLO CAMERA CLUB Online Zoom meetings and 
competitions. Everyone is welcome. Visit site for meeting 
links. Second Thursday of every month Free to guest. 
slocameraclub.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLO REP: THE INTERMISSION SHOW Even though 
SLO REP’s stage is dark, enjoy a dose of SLO REP behind-
the-scenes fun every Friday until the theater opens its 
doors to the public again. Fridays, 3-3:30 p.m. through 
April 30 Free. 805-781-3889. slorep.org/shows/the-
intermission-show/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLOMA: A DIGITAL ART SALON (VIRTUAL) This 
digital exhibition features diverse artworks created by 
contemporary California digital artists. Juror selections 
were made by artist Michelle Robinson. Through May 
2, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/
exhibition/a-digital-art-salon/. Online, See website,  
San Luis Obispo.

SPIRITUAL MOVIE DISCUSSION (VIRTUAL) 
Supported by Unity 5 Cities, this weekly virtual group 
discusses popular movies with spiritual themes (please 
watch movies in advance). Contact Melissa at meliss.
crist@gmail.com to be added to the email list and receive 
the link. Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. 805-440-9461. 
unity5cities.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY Every Friday, we publish our 
Virtual Art Gallery to our blog and newsletter. Featuring 
artworks from customers and the community. Fridays, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.
com/category/gallery-exhibits/virtual-gallery/. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL OPEN STUDIOS ART TOUR Visit ARTS 
Obispo’s Facebook page to view works from several 
local artists and artisans. ongoing Free. facebook.com/
artsobispo. Downtown SLO, Higuera Street,  
San Luis Obispo.

WE ALL BLEED: PHOTOGRAPHY OF PROTEST 
BY RICHARD FUSILLO An exhibition of photography 
and media surrounding the Black Lives Matter protests in 
SLO. Hosted in collaboration with R.A.C.E. Matters SLO. 
Through May 2, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-543-8562. 
sloma.org/exhibition/we-all-bleed/. Online, See website, 
San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

CALIFORNIA-AESTHETIC-3D A celebration of the 
California spirit though sculpture. CA3D features work 
created with elements of wood, stone, metal and glass. 
Sculptors include Carl Berney, Peter Charles, Mecki 
Heussen, George Jercich, Larry Le Brane, Ron Roundy, 
and Ken Wilbanks. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, noon 
through May 3 Free. 805-238-9800. studiosonthepark.
org/events/californiaaesthetic3d/. Studios on the Park, 
1130 Pine St., Paso Robles.

PORTRAITS IN NATURE View the unique and 
inspiring work of local Central Coast artists in oil, pastel, 
watercolor, photography, sculpture and glass in the Paso 
Robles Art Association Gallery. Through April 28 Studios 
on the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800, 
studiosonthepark.org.

STUDIOS ON THE PARK: ONLINE CLASSES AND 
WORKSHOPS Check site for a variety of virtual classes 
and workshops online. studiosonthepark.org. Studios on 
the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.

WINGS OF CHANGE: VETERANS’ VOICES 4 ART 
EXHIBITION An outdoor butterfly sculpture garden. 
Through June 30 310-621-7543. Deprise Brescia Art 
Gallery, 829 10th St., Paso Robles.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARCHITECTURE OF LIGHT: VIRTUAL WORKSHOP 
The Morro Bay Art Association is proud to present world 
renowned artist and author, Thomas W. Schaller, for a 

virtual watercolor workshop, via Zoom. April 16-18, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. $250-$310. artcentermorrobay.org. Art 
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay, 805-772-
2504.

BROKEN NATURE This exhibit celebrates artistic 
expression in all media, including textile, encaustic, 
mixed media, oil, watercolor, acrylic, and photography. 
In celebration of Earth Day. Mondays, Thursdays-
Sundays, 12-4 p.m. through May 24 Free. 805-772-2504. 
artcentermorrobay.org. Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main 
St., Morro Bay.

GALLERY AT MARINA SQUARE PRESENTS 
WATERCOLOR PAINTINGS BY SHERIL VIAU 
Sheril Viau’s vibrant, detailed, uplifting watercolors are 
inspired by her many travels. She paints a wide variety of 
subjects, including flowers, boats, harbors, landscapes 
and architecture. She grew up in Morro Bay and currently 
resides with her family in Nipomo. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through April 29 Free. 
805-772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at 
Marina Square, 601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

MINI MOSAICS (CURBSIDE PICK-UP) Create in 
the comfort and safety of your home with a Creative Me 
Time kit guided by a how-to video and instruction sheet. 
Choose from several projects.Great for beginners. April 
18, 10-11 a.m. Various. 805-286-5993. CreativeMeTime.
com. Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

MOSAICS FOR BEGINNERS Create in the comfort and 
safety of your home guided by a how-to video. Choose from 
several projects to make your heart sing while learning 
mosaic basics to complete your project. Date listed is for 
curbside kit pickup. Preregistration is required. April 17, 
10-11 a.m. Various. 805-286-5993. creativemetime.com. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

TANGLED LINES: PEN AND INK DRAWINGS BY 
DEBBIE GEDAYLOO AND STEVIE CHUN Artists 
Debbie Gedayloo and Stevie Chun have come together to 
showcase their pen and ink drawings. Both artists work 
with different techniques and line intensity, patterns, 
and ink strokes. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-
Sundays. through April 29 Free. 805-772-1068. 
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 
601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

TEMPERED GLASS MOSAICS Create in the comfort 
and safety of your home guided by a how-to video. This 
kit begins with a chat with the instructor to select your 
colors, theme, and personal items you’d like to include. 
You’ll receive photos of chosen supplies and layout. 
Preregistation required. April 17, 11 a.m.-noon $75. 805-
286-5993. creativemetime.com. Art Center Morro Bay, 
835 Main St., Morro Bay.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking 
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and 
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria, 
Citywide, Santa Maria.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP (ONLINE) Join us 
for this Caregiver Support Group online. Sponsored by 
the Santa Maria Wisdom Center and Dignity Health Family 
Caregiver Support Program. Open to everyone. Call to have 
zoom link emailed, or for questions. Second Tuesday of 
every month, 1:30-2:30 p.m. through Dec. 31 Free. 805-
354-5326. smwisdomcenter.org. Citywide, Santa Maria.

FEEL GOOD YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 
a.m. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION 
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get 

support from others from the comfort of your own home. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805-
598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E 
Orange St., Santa Maria.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. 805-937-9750. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt.

SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY: MOVIE TALK 
DISCUSSION GROUP A video conference movie 
discussion group; meets on the second Thursday of 
each month. For more information email sstarnaud@
cityofsantamaria.org or call 805-925-0994. Second 
Thursday of every month, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 
cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/departments/
library. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

SPRING/SUMMER WAGS AND PURRS ONLINE 
AUCTION Visit website to find out more about the 
auction items and where the proceeds are going. April 
12-19 sbcanimalcare.org. That’s FETCH, 3564 Skyway 
Dr., Suite B, Santa Maria, 805-361-0802.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call 
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. ongoing 
Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa 
Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

YOGA FOR MANKIND: ZOOM CLASSES Offering 
a variety of virtual yoga and pilates classes over the 
summer. Check site for class schedule. ongoing Starts 
at $10. yoga4mankind.org. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N 
Broadway, suite B, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

LEARN TO SURF: BEGINNER SURF LESSONS 
Beginner surf lessons for you, your zoomers, and your 
homeschoolers. All equipment provided with the $70 
charge. Every other Monday-Sunday, 8:45-11 a.m. 
through April 30 $70. 805-489-8823. surfpismo.com. 
Pismo Beach Pier, West end of Pomeroy, Pismo Beach.

POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE VIRTUAL TOUR 
Join a live docent via Zoom for an interactive virtual 
tour of the Point San Luis Lighthouse. Wednesdays, 11 
a.m. $10. pointsanluislighthouse.org/. Point San Luis 
Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

WEEKLY DROWNING RESCUE COURSES Facility 
advertised as open and safe. Give the office a call 
to register over the phone. Mondays-Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-6:30 p.m. Members $130; Non-members $160. 805-
481-6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, Arroyo 
Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL POLY ARTS PRESENTS NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC LIVE: WOMEN AND MIGRATION 
In a shift described as “the feminization of migration,” 
more women are being forced to leave home because of 
famine or violence, making migration a deadly gamble 
for survival. This 60-minute virtual event will include 
stories and visuals along with an audience Q-and-A. For 
ages 13+. April 14, 7-8 p.m. $16.50; $10 Students. 
calpolyarts.org/nat-geo-live/women-and-migration. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

GRIEF RECOVERY AND SUPPORT PROGRAM (8 
WEEKS) A step-by-step grief recovery program on how 
to let go and move on in your life. Pertains to all losses 
(death, divorce, COVID-19, intangible losses of faith, 
health, trust, etc.). All are welcome (ages 18 and over). 
Tuesdays, 10-midnight and Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. through 
April 14 $59 (includes book). 714-273-9014. facebook.
com/grief.loss. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

HIKE AND MEDITATION FOR VITALITY Hike the 
hills at the SLO Botanical Garden before an outdoor 
meditation practice. Every other Wednesday, 11 a.m.-1 

CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP
The Central Coast Film Society is accepting entries into its new multimedia competition, The 
“Never Stop Creating” Student Challenge, up until Thursday, April 15. The contest’s categories 
include podcasting, filmmaking, and screenwriting. Its panel of judges include Chris Lambert 
(pictured), creator of Your Own Backyard podcast; Skye McLennan, festival director for the 
SLO Film Festival; and others. Visit centralcoastfilmsociety.org for more details.

—C.W.
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ARTS from page 17

INCLUDES: Implant, Abutment & Crown
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DENTAL CARE for the whole family!

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach 

(805) 474-8100

OVER 30 YEARS OF PRIVATE PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

We accept 
payment 
plans

Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm

$2,500  SPECIAL  
(REG. $4,300)

with coupon

OPEN: Mon–Fri 9am–6pm · Sat 9am–1pm

1504 SOUTH BROADWAY EAST, SANTA MARIA • WWW.HEALTHMART.COM

JDX PHARMACY

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment 
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you 

with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.

Your Local Pharmacy 
and Medical Equipment 

Supply Source

Medical equipment:
• Hospital beds
• Lift chairs
• Wheelchairs
•  Bathroom safety 

products
• and more

Medicine:
• Prescription medicine
• Cold medicine
• Cough syrup
• Cough drops
• Flu medicine
• Pain relief medicine

805-922-1747
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p.m. through May 19 $25 for Garden Members; $30 for 
non-members. 805-541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo 
Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

HOW TO HAVE TOUGH CONVERSATIONS 
WITH CHILDREN WORKSHOPS: TOPICS OF 
TECHNOLOGY AND RACE These one-evening 
workshops with Dr. Christina Kaviani are for anyone 
raising children ages 3 to12 years old who is interested in 
learning about ways to have honest conversations about 
important topics. April 13, 7-8:30 p.m. $5. 805-549-
1253. slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

METABOLIC CONDITIONING We use primarily our own 
body weight in this interval training class to run through 
exercises and drills to raise the heart rate, condition 
our muscles, and stay flexible. This advanced class also 
incorporates hand weights and sand bags, if you have 
them. Mondays-Thursdays, 8:15-9:15 a.m. $72. 415-516-
5214. ae.slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

PARENT PARTICIPATION AND PARENT 
EDUCATION CLASSES ONLINE (THROUGH SAN 
LUIS COASTAL ADULT SCHOOL) Find support and 
connect with others in weekly online parenting classes. 
Learn about the developmental stage of your child, 
participate in teacher-facilitated discussions on parenting 
topics, explore local resources, and safely enjoy the 
company of other parents. Mondays-Thursdays. through 
May 28 $10-$30. 805-549-1253. slcusd.org. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

PARENTING THE INFANT, BABY AND ME YOGA, 
AND PREPARING FOR THE POSTPARTUM PERIOD 
(ONLINE) Meet other parents and form connections that 
last a lifetime in Parent Participation’s infant classes (ages 
0 to 12 months). Learn from the comfort and safety of 
your own home. Expecting parents welcome. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays. through May 28 $10-$46. 805-549-
1253. slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SPOKES SYMPOSIUM 2021 Due to current 
challenges, many nonprofits and small businesses need 
to explore options such as re-evaluating and streamlining 
their business models or consolidating operations 
with like-minded entities. This event will address these 
challenges and offer solutions. April 13, 12-1:30 p.m. $35 
or free to Spokes 2020 members. spokesfornonprofits.
org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

VOLUNTEER SOLAR INSTALLER WEBINAR WITH 
SUNWORK Learn the basics of installing rooftop solar 
energy systems by volunteering with SunWork. After 
completing the training, you are eligible to join us to 
install residential solar systems in our community. April 

17, 9 a.m.-noon Free. 805-229-1250. sunwork.org. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering 
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES 
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. 
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., 
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

FLYING GOAT CELLARS: APPOINTMENT AND 
PICK-UPS This winery specializes in Pinot Noir and 
sparkling wine. Call or check site for pick-up and 
appointment info. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. 805-736-9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat 
Cellars, 1520 Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: RESERVATIONS ONLY 
Call or go online to make a reservation (reservations 
open to the public starting June 6). ongoing Presqu’ile 
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, 
presquilewine.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Saturdays, 
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley.

MUSIC
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ORCUTT HOUSE CONCERT FEATURES STEVE 
KEY Singer-songwriter Steve Key, guitar wizard Dorian 
Michael, Nashville session percussionist Paul Griffith, and 
fiddler John Nowel will share a house concert outdoor 
stage for an afternoon of ballads, blues, classic country, 
folk, and original numbers. Call or email for location info. 
April 11, 2-4 p.m. Donations accepted. 805-937-8402. 
stevekey.com/events. House concert location, private 
home, Orcutt.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL POLY STUDENT OPERA THEATRE: MUSICAL 
THEATRE DUETS Cal Poly Student Opera Theatre will 
present a virtual program from the golden age of musical 
theater, including scenes from some of America’s most 
classic and beloved shows. Cal Poly music majors, from 
their homes miles apart, will sing famous duets. April 
10, 7:30 p.m. $5. 805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu/
calendar/opera. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY WEBINAR: ADDRESSING RACISM AND 
DIVERSITY IN MUSIC INSTITUTIONS With guest 
panelists Stephanie Shonekan, associate dean of the 
College of Arts and Science and professor of music at 
the University of Missouri (MU), and Keith Jackson, dean 
of the College of Creative Arts at West Virginia University 
(WVU). Moderated by Cal Poly’s Arthur White April 8, 

11:10 a.m.-noon Free. 805-756-2406. music.calpoly.edu. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FREE BILINGUAL MUSIC CLASS FOR KIDS 
(VIRTUAL) Children will learn a number of concepts 
through singing, games, musical stories, and more in 
English and Spanish with singer/songwriter Nathalia. For 
ages 0 to 5. Register in advance for Zoom link. Email 
rajuretic@sbcglobal.net for details. Wednesdays, 10:30-
11:15 a.m. through April 21 Free. zoom.us. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo.

HAVEN: SAFE HARBOR (NEW ALBUM RELEASE) 
Local artist, C. Hite, releases new orchestrated music 
online. Through April 13 Free listening samples; $10 for 
full album. carolbethhite.bandcamp.com. Online, See 
website, San Luis Obispo. m

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 18

ROOT FOR THE HOME TEAM
Cal Poly Baseball will take on UC Irvine twice in a Big West Conference doubleheader, with 
games on Saturday, April 17, and Sunday, April 18, both days at 1 p.m., at Baggett Stadium 
in SLO. Tickets are available at tickets.calpoly.edu. Call (805) 756-4849 for more info. The 
stadium is located at the Cal Poly campus, at 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JASON NAMANNY

APRIL 8 – APRIL 15 
2021

Santa Maria Kiwanis  
Poppy Poker Rally
SUNDAY, APRIL 25

Allan Hancock College

Dinner in the Gardens: 
Gourmet Burger Bar

FRIDAY, MAY 14
Hartley Farms, San Miguel

Virtual Tours
WEDNESDAYS THRU JUNE

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

Tickets on sale now  
at My805Tix.com and at  
our official Box Office:  
Boo Boo Records in SLOSupporting local journalism, one ticket at a time.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com POWERED BY: &

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS OPEN Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the official Box Office for My805Tix events! Boo 
Boo’s is located at 978 Monterey Street in SLO. Call 805-541-0657.

Pecho Coast Trail  
Plant Life

SUNDAY, MAY 23
Point San Luis Lighthouse 

Estate Beef Dinner Series: 
ft. New York

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Sunset Photo Shoot
FRIDAY, APRIL 9

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm

AD PROVIDED BY

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, 
vaccinated and microchipped.

(805) 878-0807

Appa
Age: 3 years,

10 months

Breed: Pit Bull 
mix

Sex: Male

Weight: 75 lbs.

Tigerlily
Age: 3 years,  
5 months 
Breed: Domestic 
Shorthair
Sex: Female
Weight: 9 lbs.

The Maxim in Real Estate

This ad provided by:
(805) 937-1766

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE
Anyone can help!

(805) 878-0807

Can I crash  
on your couch 
for awhile?
Ask us about our 
Foster Program

Penny is a 4-1/2 month old shepherd 
puppy with megaesophagus, which means 
she needs to eat her meals in an upright 
position. Penny 
is adorably 
sweet and very 
intelligent, and 
learns new 
things very 
quickly.  The 
high costs 
of veterinary 
specialists to 
help Penny with 
her diagnosis 
and treatment 
has been 
extremely high. 
Donations for her care would be gratefully 
welcomed. Donations can be mailed to our 
PO Box, or through PayPal on our website.

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org

Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

Penny
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Artisan Market in Santa Ynez 
hosts Painted Horse  
Round Up event

 On Saturday, April 17, the public is invited to meet the 
group of local artists behind the Painted Horse Project, an 
ongoing public art initiative, during the Painted Horse Round 
Up event at the Artisan Market in Santa Ynez, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Launched by the Santa Ynez Chamber of Commerce 
last fall, the Painted Horse Project is a collection of painted 
wooden horses dispersed throughout downtown Santa Ynez.
 The chamber obtained a grant from Visit SYV and private 
donations to fund the project. Participating artists who 
donated their time and talent to the initiative include Suzanne 
Huska (whose painted horse is pictured), Susan Cobb, Nicole 
Pena, Laurie Owens, Joan Reden, Annie Guillemette, Natalie 
Asselstine, Dawn DeBartolo, and Faith K. Ortega.
 “I hoped to bring something artistic for the community 
to experience outdoors, and this project fit perfectly,” Linda 
Small, executive director for the Santa Ynez Chamber of 
Commerce, said in a statement, discussing the project’s 
development.
 Guests of the upcoming Painted Horse Round Up event 
can also look forward to a variety of artisan booths on-site. 
For more info on the Painted Horse Project, email linda@
santaynezchamber.org.

Santa Maria Recreation and 
Parks Dept. announces five 
artists chosen to paint  
local utility boxes
 The city of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department 
recently held a call for artists to paint traffic signal utility 
boxes in and around the city, which was open to both Santa 
Barbara and San Luis Obispo County residents. Applicants 
were encouraged to pitch artworks based on themes that tie 
to Santa Maria’s social, cultural, and/or historical identity.
 Entries were due at the end of March and seven judges, 
as part of the department’s Public Art Committee, narrowed 
down the entry pool to five winners. The following local artists 
were chosen for their proposed designs (listed respectively): 
Laura Lozan for Til We All Come Home ; Frank Dominguez for 
SM Wine Country; Alberto Miguel Vazquez for Coztic Tototl/
Yellow Bird; Elesa Carlson for Our Magnificent Landscape ; and 
Briana Zacarias for Woman in Field.
 “The variety of skilled artistic designs presented the judges 
with a challenge to pick only five proposals to be painted on 
utility boxes on the north side of the city,” Dennis Smitherman, 
recreation services manager, said in a statement.
 The five artists will paint utility boxes along Donovan 
Road and Alvin Road in Santa Maria, and each artist will 
receive a stipend of $500 and up to $250 as reimbursement 
for material costs. Once the painted boxes are completed, 
photographs of the boxes will be added to the city’s public art 
tour website (cityofsantamaria.org/art). 
 This public art program is made possible by contributions 
from PLAY Inc., Tri-W Enterprise, MBL Landscape Architect, 
and JD Humann Landscape. For more details on the 
department’s Public Art Committee, reach the Santa Maria 
Recreation and Parks Department directly at (805) 925-0951, 
Ext. 2260. m

 
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

What do singer-songwriter Steve Key, 
guitarist Dorian Michael, percussionist 
Paul Griffith, and fiddler John Nowel all 

have in common? (Aside from calling the Central 
Coast their home, that is.) 
 These four prolific musicians are set to share 
the stage—or backyard—at an upcoming outdoor 
house concert at a residence in Orcutt. The show’s 
hosts are Jeff and Rhonda Cardinal, a couple 
well known in the local music community for 
often hosting house shows with the Basin Street 
Regulars and the Pismo Beach Jazz Jubilee. 
 Birds of a different feather are flocking to 
the April 11 concert however, as guests are 
promised an afternoon of blues, country, and 
folk. Key, probably best known for his work 
with Songwriters at Play, organized the show, 
assembling a group of his peers to join him.
 For the past decade, Key and his wife, Bonnie, 
have co-produced and organized hundreds of live 
concerts within their Songwriters at Play series, 
showcasing local bands and solo artists at dozens 
of venues along the Central Coast. The couple 
lives in Shell Beach but are no strangers to heading 
south to put on live shows in Santa Maria, Solvang, 
and Santa Barbara, Key said—at least before 2020.
 “The shutdown derailed all that,” said Key, who 
was also involved with a former monthly song 
contest prior to last March, in collaboration with 
the West Coast Songwriters. 
 Recalling conversations he had with other 
musicians during the first week of shelter-in-place 
orders, Key said the best word to describe the 
mood was “surreal.”
 “We thought it was a temporary shutdown, 
perhaps a few weeks,” Key said. “I was affected 
both as a producer of events and a performer 
hoping to promote my most recent album.”
 The album Key referred to is How I Learned 
to Drink, which he premiered at the end of 2019. 
Joining Key on the 10-track opus was one of his 
longtime collaborators and co-headliners of 

the upcoming house concert, aforementioned 
guitarist Michael, who specializes in acoustic 
fingerstyle guitar. 
 “Dorian is such a perfectionist, spent hours re-
recording his guitar tracks until he was happy with 
it,” Key said, recalling the album’s production.  
 Instead of layering each track, the album 
was recorded as a live performance with Key 
and his backup band playing together, which 
made Michael an outlier of the group with his 
meticulous re-recording work.
 Michael was also the person who suggested 
that Key bring on board Griffith—probably best 
known for touring with Sheryl Crow among 
other Americana artists—to play drums during 
both the album and for its live release show in 
November 2019. 
 With Key on vocals, Michael 
on guitar, and Griffith on drums 
for this weekend’s Orcutt show, 
the fourth and final piece of the 
puzzle is Nowel, known locally 
for his solo work as well as for his 
Americana band, Stereo Chickens.
 “John has joined me many 
times in the past few years, 
usually when I’m playing a venue 
in Morro Bay, where he lives,” said 
Key, making Nowel’s upcoming 
trip to Orcutt and a recent show at 
Sculpterra Winery in Paso Robles 
exceptions to the rule.
 Attendees of the Orcutt concert 
are welcome to bring their own 
chairs and snacks, although there 
will be plenty of chairs available 
on-site along with complimentary 
wine and beer (donations are 
encouraged, though). Concert 
guests are required to RSVP 
beforehand (in order to receive the 
house address and other details) 
and are asked to mask up when 
roaming away from their seats. 

 “There is something special about the energy at 
a house concert,” Key said. “The best situations for 
me are when people are there to listen. I can have 
a conversation with them, I can share stories with 
them, I can joke around with them.” 
 This particular house concert will also be 
livestreamed online for the community to view 
virtually, thanks to videographer Simon Mercado 
of Noble Productions.
 With that special house-concert energy, Key 
hopes members of the audience at the backyard 
show will feel comfortable enough to start 
dancing along with the music, or get “at least some 
toes tapping,” he said. m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is already tapping 
his toes. Send comments to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

COURTESY PHOTO BY MATT VARGO

KEY OF THE SONG: Singer-songwriter Steve Key (pictured), also well known as the founder of Songwriters at Play, will join three 
other local musicians for a house concert in Orcutt on Sunday, April 11.

MUSIC
Arts Briefs

COURTESY PHOTO BY SHERRY RAYN BARNETT

GUITAR HERO: Steve Key described local fingerstyle guitarist 
Dorian Michael (pictured) as a perfectionist. Michael is a 
longtime collaborator of Key’s and will join him and other local 
artists in an upcoming group show.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF BONNIE NELSON-KEY

FIDDLE ME THIS: The quartet Steve Key (pictured, right) assembled for an upcoming 
house concert in Orcutt includes fiddler John Nowel (left), who he’s also performed 
with at Sculpterra Winery in Paso Robles.

Fab four
 Local musicians Steve Key, Dorian Michael, Paul Griffith, 
and John Nowel are putting on a backyard concert at a private 
residence in Orcutt on Sunday, April 11, at 2 p.m. Attendees 
who RSVP by calling (805) 937-8402 or emailing jwcardinal@
msn.com will receive the address. Visit stevekey.com for 
additional info.

Back on track 
Songwriters at Play founder 

Steve Key and other local 
musicians put on an  
outdoor house show  

in Orcutt
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Chloé Zhao (The Rider) directs and adapts for 
the screen Jessica Bruder’s 2017 nonfiction book 
Nomadland: Surviving America in the Twenty-

First Century, about modern-day “houseless” people. 
The central character is Fern (Frances McDormand), 
who lost everything in the Great Recession. She’s 
now an itinerant worker living out of her van, who 
travels the West in search of a way to make a living. 
The film also features David Strathairn as Dave, as 
well as a cast of real-life nomads playing fictional 
versions of themselves. It’s the Golden Globe winner 
for Best Motion Picture-Drama and Best Director 
and is also nominated for six Academy Awards 
including Best Picture, Best Actress, Best Director, 
Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Film Editing, and Best 
Cinematographer. (92 min.)

Glen: Tender and elegiac, Nomadland is about 
an unseen side of homelessness. It’s also about 
community, resilience, and freedom. Fern recently 
lost her husband as well as her blue collar job at a 
gypsum plant in Nevada after working there for 
years. Her town is essentially dying, so she sells 
off her belongings and buys a van, first taking a 
seasonal job at an Amazon fulfillment center. There 
she meets other itinerant workers and hears about a 
desert rendezvous organized by Bob Wills (playing 
himself), an advocate for the “houseless.” She 
reluctantly attends and finds community and learns 
survival skills for life on the road. What follows is 
an exploration of the relationships she forms as well 
as the events that might seem minor to most, such 

as a flat tire, but are monumental hurdles to Fern, 
who has little money and few resources. The film is 
less about plot than it is about feeling. These are the 
invisible people struggling to get by, and the film is 
a meandering poem to their spirit. 
Anna: McDormand is once again at her best as the 
enigmatic and quiet Fern, whose life is packed into 
a van and who has to figure out her place in this 
rolling world. We heard an interview on NPR with 
some real houseless people who spend their lives 
on the road, and the hurdles Fern faces are all too 
real. The film is atmospheric, the sweeping desert 
is beautiful and lonely, and you are going to have to 
be OK with quiet with Nomadland. The film gives 
McDormand a lot to do with her character, but this 
one is introspective. The cast of real-life travelers 
adds authenticity, and the slog of the day-to-day 
life is never glamorized for us. It’s been described 
as “slow paced,” which I can’t argue with, but for 
me it takes the time it needs, and the small story is 
needled out as we watch McDormand do her fine 
work with the character.
Glen: The search for authenticity is Zhao’s 
raison d’être. Her last film, The Rider, starred 
real-life cowboy Brady Jandreau, as well as his 
family members and other Lakota Sioux of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation playing fictionalized 
versions of themselves, and was based on real 
events. Somehow, Zhao manages to get effective 
performances out of these non-actors, and the 
realism it lends the film makes the experience even 
more immersive. This is also a really beautiful film, 
as was The Rider. Both share the same director 
of photography, Joshua James Richard, who also 
worked on Zhao’s feature-length debut, Songs My 
Brothers Taught Me (2015). As noted, not much 

happens in Nomadland, and 
its open ending suggests 
Fern’s life on the road will 
continue on. It’s a slice of 
life most of us will never 
experience or would even 
want to—a life of grinding 
poverty and little stability—
and yet Fern and her fellow 
nomads never lose their 
humanity. How could they? 
It’s about all they’ve got. 
Anna: I loved The Rider as 
well. Zhao obviously has a 
talent for blending fiction 
with realism, and Nomadland 
is another great example of 
that. I had never thought about what life on the 
road would look like in reality—taking physically 
taxing jobs to earn a few bucks, enough to help 
you move on to the next spot but never enough to 
afford you a whole lot of comfort. It’s something 
most of us will never experience or would even 
consider for our lives, but there’re people out there 
doing it every day, and McDormand’s Fern is a 
testament to the tenacity it takes to survive. There’s 
no guarantee that the car is going to start or there 
will be work at the next stop, but you just have to 

keep going no matter what comes at you. Her life 
has been packed away into the confines of her van, 
making her face her utter aloneness. Be patient 
with this one; like we said, it doesn’t rush at all but 
there is a lot to ruminate on, and both the director 
and lead do a wonderful job of weaving this story. 
It’s definitely worth a watch. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and 
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen 
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
newtimesslo.com.
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SUN SCREEN

THE SUNLIT NIGHT
What’s it rated? R When? 2019
Where’s it showing? Hulu
 David Wnendt directs Rebecca Dinerstein’s screenplay based 
on her novel about Frances (Jenny Slate), an aspiring painter 
who takes a job helping Nils (Fridtjov Såheim), a famous artist, 
create a barn installation in Norway. 
 Frances is tired of her everyday life. Her parents are 
separating, and they’re all stuck together in a cramped New York 
apartment. Her art professors find her work uninspiring, and she 
can’t seem to catch a break, so when this apprenticeship with 
Nils pops up, she has no reason to say no. 
 Set in the beautiful countryside of Norway just past the 
Viking reenactment camp, Nils’ project seems simple enough—
paint a barn in various shades of yellow. Frances tries to connect 
with the accomplished artist, but his reception is pretty cold, 
and he’s only interested in work from sunup to sundown. He’s 
not a conversationalist. She also meets Nasha (Alex Sharp), who 
soon becomes her romantic lead, and Haldor (Zach Galifianakis), 
the self-appointed lead of the Viking group and overall odd dude. 
 It’s endearing and warm, and while it doesn’t have a whole 

lot of story to tell, Slate is charming and subtle. She makes 
friends with a goat and tries to warm Nils’ cold persona with her 
natural humor and quick wit. It’s hit or miss ratings wise, but I 
enjoyed this little film with a lot of heart. (106 min.)

—Anna

GODZILLA VS. KONG
What’s it rated? PG-13
When? 2021
Where’s it showing? HBO Max, Park, and Hi-Way Drive-In
 Adam Wingard directs this creature feature about the mighty 
King Kong squaring off against fearsome Godzilla. It’s loud. It’s 
dumb. It’s pure fantasy. If you’re watching this film for the human 
characters, prepare to be disappointed, but if you’re here for an 
epic throwdown between two titans, you might have a bit of fun. 
 The film takes up nearly five decades after we last saw 
Kong in Kong: Skull Island (2017), and it’s been five years since 
Godzilla defeated King Ghidorah in Godzilla: King of the Monsters 
(2019). Kong is being monitored inside a giant dome, and he’s 
none too happy about it, but he communicates via sign language 
with Jia (Kaylee Hottle), the last Iwi native of Skull Island, or 
some such nonsense. It doesn’t really matter. We’re just waiting 
for Kong to go toe to clawed toe with Godzilla, who’s just attacked 
some facility. 
 Then there’s more nonsense about Hollow Earth, which—the 
theory goes—is the realm of the titans, and Skull Island is 
the place where Hollow Earth pushed up to the surface. If this 
sounds ridiculous, it’s because it is, but the fight sequences and 
mayhem are impressive. This probably would have been better 

to see on the big screen, but it was released on HBO Max the 
same day it arrived in theaters, so I watched from home. It was 
thankfully pretty short at less than two hours. (113 min.) m

—Glen

Film Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF BEACHSIDE FILMS

ON AN ADVENTURE: A struggling New York artist, Frances 
(Jenny Slate), takes an apprenticeship with a famous 
Norwegian artist to create a barn installation, along the 
way meeting a cast of odd characters, in The Sunlit Night, 
screening on Hulu. KAIJU THROWDOWN: A giant lizard battles a giant ape in 

Godzilla vs. Kong, but we all know the real villain is humanity.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEGENDARY ENTERTAIMENT

On the road NOMADLAND
What’s it rated? R
When? 2020
Where’s it showing? Hulu
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price

PHOTO COURTESY OF COR CORDIUM PROUCTIONS

FINDING HER WAY: After her husband dies and she loses her job, Fern (Frances 
McDormand) takes to the road in search of work, discovering a whole community of 
modern-day nomads like herself, in Nomadland, screening on Hulu.

EXPERIENCED BLENDED LEARNING AND HOME STUDY 
CHARTER SCHOOL ON THE CENTRAL COAST 

FPCS offers personalized learning options, flexible scheduling, and instruction 
and support from credentialed teachers.

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Home Study Programs Available

Solvang Center: Grades 6-12 
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5

 Orcutt Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5 

Bringing the best together for student success!  |  www.fpcharter.org  |  (805) 348-3333 ThatsFETCH805.com

3564 Skyway Dr., S.M. 
(805)  361-0802

Wags & Purrs  
Online Auction

1ST ANNUAL SPRING/SUMMER 
WAGS & PURRS ONLINE AUCTION

April 12-19, 2021
Visit sbcanimalcare.org/online-auction 
for auction link & to learn about who  
we are and where all proceeds will go!

PLEASE HELP
sbcanimalcare.org/online-auction
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Don’t let the release date fool you; 
April 1 marked the for-real debut of 
Naughty Oak Brewing Company’s 

newly designed line of to-go cans. It was 
fabulous news for fans of the popular 
Orcutt brewery, but imagine if said 
occasion was an elaborate April Fools’ 
Day prank in disguise? Patrons would 
have come home with their new cans 
only to get buzzed off of either cream 
soda or root beer—but of course that’s 
not what happened. 
 Missed opportunities aside, Naughty 
Oak wasn’t joking when the company 
announced its newest canned libations. 
The first two to-go cans to be released 
in the series were the Chela, a Mexican 
lager; and the Able, a Central Coast IPA. 
 Regardless of what kind of beer 
is inside, the cans just look cool in 
general, and that’s thanks to the unique 
art designs found on each one. Naughty 
Oak’s graphic designer, Andrea 
Rockwell, clearly wasn’t just thinking 
outside the box, she was thinking 
outside the can.
 “We wanted the cans to look fresh 
and colorful so they would stand out 
on the shelves,” said Steve Kitts. He 
and his wife, Emily, co-own Naughty 
Oak Brewing Company, which they 
opened in 2015. “Andrea keeps us eye-
catching and on-brand with all digital 
material, labels, logos, and merchandise 
branding. She has been with us since 
the first moment we realized we needed 

help, and we are lucky to have a first-
class graphic artist on the team.”
 In terms of can production, Naughty 
Oak Brewing Company has an 
arrangement with Mercenary Canning 
Solutions in San Luis Obispo, a mobile 
canning facilitator offering its services 
to craft beverage producers located 
throughout the Central Coast. 
 Canning their beers was something 
the Kitts couple had been wanting to try 
for a while, Steve explained.
 “We’ve been talking about canning 
since we bought our bottler four years 
ago,” he said. “At that point in time, the 
equipment cost was out of our reach, 
and there weren’t mobile canners like 
Mercenary Canning to come in and fill 
the gap.”
 For the brewery’s latest can launch, 
Rockwell spent a few months designing 
new label artwork for each to-go can.
 “[Andrea] pulled out all the stops 
and we couldn’t be happier with the 
way the labels turned out,” Steve said.
 The fact that Naughty Oak Brewing 
Company is owned and operated by 
a husband-and-wife team isn’t the 
only reason it’s locally known as a 
true family-run brewery. Rockwell 
is Emily’s sister-in-law, and Janis 
Rockwell, the artist responsible for the 
various murals that adorn the walls 
of Naughty Oak Brewing Company’s 
taproom, is Emily’s mother. 
 “She is a saint with paint,” Steve 
said of his mother-in-law. “She always 

finds a way to help get the job done and 
finds a way to make beer and squirrels 
beautiful.”
 From nutty to naughty, the brewery’s 
squirrel mascot has been a beacon of 
hope for local beer enthusiasts since 
Naughty Oak first opened in Old 
Town Orcutt more than half a decade 
ago. With year-round beers on tap—
including ales, blondes, hard seltzers, 
lagers, IPAs, double IPAs, and more—
and a lively calendar of weekly specials 
and food vendor events (upcoming 
collabs include Barbecue in the Stix 
on Friday, April 9, from 5:30 to 8 p.m., 
and Feed My Seoul on Saturday, April 
10, from 5 to 8 p.m.), Naughty Oak has 
become a town staple. 
 Even the turbulence of 2020 
couldn’t shake that reputation, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic did bring about 
several complications for the brewery, 
as expected, Steve explained.
 “This last year hasn’t been easy on 
anyone. We have been fortunate that 
we have a great team in our staff and in 
our community,” he said, recalling the 
difficult circumstances the company 
faced in sales, staffing, and other 
areas over the past year, since the first 
pandemic shutdown last March.  
 Through thick and thin though, 
Steve said Naughty Oak Brewing 
Company’s staff, even at its most 
minimal, was willing “to help get the 
job done, whatever that meant at the 
time,” he explained.
 “Sometimes, it was helping with a 
canning or bottling day, some days 

it’s tending the bar, or a hodgepodge 
of cleaning, unloading grain, and keg 
washing. They were there and we’re so 
appreciative that their dedication kept 
the brewery going,” Steve said.
 Loyal patrons of Naughty Oak within 
the Orcutt community and beyond 
also played a huge role in keeping the 
brewery up and running during the 
COVID-19 crisis, he emphasized.
 “The community had an outpouring 
of support for the brewery throughout 
the pandemic, and it has been a 
main source of motivation for us to 
persevere,” Steve said. “Through many 
of the shutdowns, we were minimally 

staffed and only able to sell beer to-go. 
Despite that, customers were right there 
at the door when we opened. And we 
want to thank all of them for that.
 “This wouldn’t have been survivable 
for us without their ongoing support,” 
he added. “We know they’re able to buy 
practically any beer at the chain stores, 
but for them to make a special trip to 
the brewery to show support, means 
the world to us.” m

If Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood started his 
own beer label, it would be called ‘I can’t 
believe it’s not butter beer.’ Send feedback 
to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

Can-do attitude
Naughty Oak Brewing Company unveils newly 
designed line of beer cans in Old Town Orcutt

I THINK I CAN: For Naughty Oak Brewing Company’s new line of to-go cans, the brewery’s graphic designer Andrea Rockwell created a variety of new label artworks.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NAUGHTY OAK BREWING COMPANY

DYNAMIC DUO: Husband and wife Steve (pictured, left) and Emily Kitts (right) own and operate 
Naughty Oak Brewing Company, which they established in Old Town Orcutt in 2015.

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

BEER

ON TAP: Naughty Oak Brewing Company has a wide selection of year-round beers on tap, including ales, 
blondes, hard seltzers, lagers, IPAs, double IPAs, and more.

Cannery whoa!
 The Naughty Oak Brewing Company is 
located at 165 S. Broadway St., suite 102, 
Orcutt. Call (805) 314-2368 or visit naughtyoak.
com for more info.
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Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Big Burger, small order of fries 
& small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

Exp. 4/15/21Exp. 4/15/21

WE ARE 
OPEN

$6.44 + tax $6.90 + tax

PROUDLY SERVING  
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

L O C AT I O N S

There’s no 
substitute  
for quality!

Santa Maria 
985 E. Betteravia

Milpas 
216 South Milpas

Buellton 
205 East Hwy 246 

La Cumbre Plaza 
3890 La Cumbre Ln Norte

Lompoc 
1413 North H Street

Goleta (The Original) 
5735 Hollister

Downtown SB 
628 State Street

Isla Vista 
888 Embarcadero Del

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968 advertising@santamariasun.com

SPECIAL PUBLICATION

It’s back! Get ready to pick up this season’s edition of the ultimate 
food & drink guide to the Central Coast–Menus. This will be your 
go to for all of the must-try menu items and libation must-haves.

SPRING/SUMMER 

MENUS
PUBLICATION DATE:  
MID TO LATE APRIL

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805-623-7111 
belloforno.com

DINE AL FRESCO, INDOOR, OR TO-GO 
Great family meals too!

 Serving Award Winning,  
Wood Fired Pizzas & MORE!

HOT HONEY PEPPERONI

2 ways 2 order!
BelloForno.com or 805-623-7111

Wining photos will be published in June

NewTimesSLO.com

The entry period for our  
26th Annual Photography 

Contest & Exhibition  
will be in May

CATEGORIES: ANIMALS · ARCHITECTURE · FLORA 
LAND/SEASCAPES · PEOPLE · TRAVEL · YOUTH · OPEN

Winning 
Images

Lance Wilson, 2020

Cheryl Strahl, 2020
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CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate

WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated. Same day 
offer! (951) 777-2518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Family 
owned & Operated. Same day 
offer! (951) 777-2518 WWW.
KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-
SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free in 24 to 48 months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt Relief 1-888-508-6305. 
(CalSCAN)

The difference in winning and losing market share is how businesses 
use their advertising dollars. We deliver the largest consortium of 
trusted news publishers in California and beyond. For more info on 
multi-market solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & au-
dits, unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 1-855-970-2032 (CalSCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Estate 
loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P. 
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000. 
Broker-principal DRE 01041073. 
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 866-305-5862 
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern) (Cal-
SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 
(cal-SCAN)

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

SantaMariaSun.com

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

OCEANO 
2143 Warner #4
2 bedroom 1.5 bath

$1550 Rent
$1600 Deposit

Available January 20th

GUADALUPE
874 Pioneer #C
2 bedroom 1 bath  

$1600 Rent 
$1600 Deposit 

388 Campodonico #C
2 bedroom 1 bath  

$1600 Rent 
$1600 Deposit  

 

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

502 Crescent, Santa Maria
Beautiful Orcutt area home with RV parking and huge backyard perfect 
for entertaining! This home boasts living and family rooms as well as a 
formal dining room. Home has three bedrooms and 2 bathrooms but 
formal dining room could potentially be converted to a 4th bedroom. 
Kitchen has upgraded granite countertops and bathroom has upgraded 
counters and shower. Great location near shopping, Orcutt schools and 
highways. Make an appointment to see this beautiful home! It won’t last 
long!  $510,000 (CR502)

300 Monarch, Santa Maria
Gorgeous townhome with Master suite on main level. This 4 bedroom 
2.5 bathroom features beautiful wood-style floor throughout, living 
room with vaulted ceiling and cozy fireplace, and a stunning kitchen. 
This kitchen is a chef’s dream with granite-style counter tops, stainless 
steel appliances including a premium LG 5-burner gas range, tile floor, 
and opens to a separate dining room. Two bedrooms upstairs have 
vaulted ceilings and one has an inviting balcony accessed through a 
sliding glass door. This townhome also has an attached 2-Car Garage, 
sliding glass door to access your private courtyard. Association Pool 
and Spa is also a great benefit to this complex.  $350,000 (MO350)

874 Comanche, Santa Maria
Beautiful two story home in a quiet Orcutt area neighborhood! This home 
boasts pride of ownership throughout its 4 bedrooms, open kitchen, 
family and living room. The backyard is HUGE and is perfect for family 
gatherings or a large garden! Home also has electric heating with 
individual thermostats in every room. Shopping, restaurants and multiple 
schools all within walking distance. This beautiful home won’t last long! 
Call your agent and make an appointment to view!  $589,000 (CO874)

NEW LISTING

COMING SOON

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

For more information or to 
apply, please contact our 

Distribution Manager  
Jim Parsons at  
(805) 546-8208  

ext 225, or email  
jparsons@newtimesslo.com.

Valid driver’s license, 
insurance, and large  

vehicle necessary. 

1010 Marsh Street, SLO 
NewTimesSLO.com

Great pay for just a few 
hours one day a week!

We’re currently looking 
to fill our Morro Bay/

Cambria route

New Times 
Route Driver 

Needed

PEACECORPS.GOV/WORK

Connect with a Recruiter 
to Learn More

June 27-July 7, 2021
MLB games at Boston, Cleveland, Detroit, 

Minnesota, Chicago Cubs  
& New York Yankees

Tour begins in Baltimore and ends in Pittsburgh  
at hotels near airport (free shuttle to/from).   

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Coach Bus Trip. Quality Game Tickets & Hotels

Aug. 4-14, 2021
MLB games at New York (Yankees  

& Mets), Boston, Philadelphia,  
Pittsburgh, Baltimore & Washington DC. 

Tour begins in Newark, NJ and ends in Bloomington, MN  
at hotels near airport (free shuttle to/from).  

Each tour includes a day in Cooperstown and 
guided tour, and then a free day in Manhattan 

(hotel near Times Square multiple nights).
All tour information can be found on our website:   

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

$2,800/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality game tickets, hotels  

& motor coach transportation.
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visit website for more details
998 HUston st, grover beach

visit website for more details

STORE SPECIAL HOURS

W W W . N H C D I S P E N S A R I E S . C O M

7:00 - 9:00AM

2:20 - 4:20PM

happy hour

r e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p ly *

early BIRD

1986 Miller in good condition, 
inboard outboard v6 runs 
strong. This is a fun little 

boat that we have owned for 
14years. Asking $5900, we 
would consider a trade for a 

pontoon boat. 
Email bob@newtimesslo.com

(702) 210-7725

WE BUY:
• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS

• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS

CA$H 
on the SPOT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

We Come To You

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless 
pets. Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. Free 
Estimate and Pickup. LAPET-
SALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-2632 
(Cal-SCAN)

Wanted: Pre 1976 Datsun Nis-
san or Toyota or Dodge Colt/
Dart/Valiant Car/AMC. Some 
repair ok. Call 805-929-5896

ANTIQUES / 
COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUE DAZEY 1 Gal Butter 
Churn, clean, xlnt condition, $65. 
805-929-3487, leave message 
& phone # (No Caller ID, no text)

Antique single bottom horse-
drawn plow. Excellent original 
condition. $100 805-929-3487, 
leave message & phone # (No 
caller ID, no texts)

MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS: 
National Defense Service, and 
Liberation Kuwait. 4 pieces total, 
ribbons with medals. Unissued, 
mint in original boxes. $10/all. 
805-929-3487, leave message 
with your phone # (Calls only, 
no texts)

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Ser-
vices’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million of 
the state’s readers who are an 
engaged audience, makes our 
services an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more info 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

SPORTING GOODS
For Sale

• Caddytek 4-wheel Push Cart
Plenty of storage and features. 
Place for golf bag, scoreboard, 
insulated beverage holder, um-
brella and basket. Great condi-
tion.  $130.00

•Tommy Armour 3-Wheel Push/
Pull golf cart. Great condition. 
$65.00
landtdooley@gmail.com
805-772-8909

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR ANTIQUE GUNS
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items. Stone Indian bowls. Free 
evaluation. Collecting since 
1974. 805-610-0903

Wanted: Horseshoes (game 
shoes). 805-929-5896

Wanted: Storage Shed, 6ft x 6ft x 
6ft? 805-929-5896

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
- on your favorite device. Restric-
tions apply. Call IVS - 1-888-641-
5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-844-252-
0740 (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home? 
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home! Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered–to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller’s Bundle - 
ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-4248, 
Use Code 63281PAM or www.
OmahaSteaks.com/family06 
(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author̀ s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884 (Cal-SCAN)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMA-
TION PACKAGE. Have your prod-
uct idea developed affordably 
by the Research & Development 
pros and presented to manufac-
turers.  Call 1-844-752-8272 for 
a Free Idea Starter Guide. Sub-
mit your idea for a free consulta-
tion. (Cal-SCAN)

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At 
home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. FREE First 
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
833-518-1049 FREE Brochure. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insur-
ance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
1-888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 844-327-2824. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of 
$444/year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising dol-
lars. Mark Twain said, “Many a 
small thing has been made large 
by the right kind of advertising”. 
So why spend your hard-earned 
dollars on social media where 
you already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home shipping 
for monitors, test strips, insulin 
pumps, catheters and more! To 
learn more, call now! 1-855-702-
3408. (Cal-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 1-844-653-
7402 (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Follow us  
on Instagram
@SantaMariaSun

ADVERTISE
YOUR EVENT

FREE

HAVE AN UPCOMING EVENT?

BE A PART OF  
OUR CALENDAR/ 
EVENT LISTINGS
· Go to SANTAMARIASUN.COM

· Click on SUBMIT AN EVENT

·  Enter your event’s info!  
Upload a photo for a chance  
to be featured as a Hot Date

Questions? calendar@santamariasun.com
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$4.50 $40 $70

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS PAGE INTO THE STORE

PROUDLY GROWN & HANDCRAFTED IN SANTA BARBARA
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921 W LAUREL AVE ● LOMPOC, CA 93436

NOW OPEN ● 8AM - 10PM ● EVERYDAY ● TEL: 805.741.7596

20 DOG WALKERS10 DOG WALKERSDOG WALKER JOINT

$20 $120
VETERANS,
SENIORS &

PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES

OZ1/8TH

LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

FLOWER FLOWER 15% OFF
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www.santamariasun.com • April 8 - April 15, 2021 • Sun • 27

EASY FINANCING!
Call for Details

Check Out Our Website  
for all of our Inventory!

www.timosautosalesllc.com

All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge. Sale ends in 7 days.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
AND INSTAGRAM

FREE CARFAX 
REPORT

SE HABLA ESPAN
~

OL

MON-FRI 9AM-6PM • SAT 10AM-5PM
SUN 11AM-5PM 218 Blosser • Santa Maria

2016 NISSAN SENTRA #278832

$9,999

Sedan

2017 FORD FIESTA SE #113229

$9,999

Gas Saver

2015 MAZDA MAZDA5 #185077

$11,495

Sport

2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE #200351

$11,495

Economy 
Car!

2014 NISSAN QUEST #103802

$12,999

Low Miles

2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT SEDAN #159749

$13,495

Back up 
Cam

2016 NISSAN ROGUE #869259

$14,999

52K Miles

2016 TOYOTA RAV4 SE #063753

CALL

Leather!

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLE SUV #297037

CALL

62k Miles

2015 FORD EXPLORER SUV #C25402

CALL

Family Size

2017 NISSAN ALTIMA #352400

CALL

Gas Saver

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #596902

CALL

AWD SUV

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #283058

CALL

Affordable

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER #157167

CALL

6cyl

2017 TOYOTA RAV4 #344289

CALL

Gas Saver

2013 HONDA CR-V EX-L #019598

CALL

Leather!

2017 HONDA CIVIC EX SEDAN #504101

 CALL

Apple Car 
Play

2013 FORD FOCUS SE SEDAN #266806

CALL

Economy 
Car!

Breast Cancer 
Awareness

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • September 17, 2020 • #17 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

Se Habla Español

805-349-8500
All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge, All financing offers on approval of credit. Ad expires 11-30-20. All vehicles subject to prior sale.

 ★   800 W. MAIN ST • DOWNTOWN SANTA MARIA   ★

BAD CREDIT OK!We Will Get You Financed!Call us for details.

Winn HyundaiShop Online: WinnHyundai.com

$6,000
#P3548-418263

Only 57K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2008 KIA RIO5 SX

$9,000
#P3597-003684

One Owner

YOUR PRICE

2010 HONDA ELEMENT EX

$14,000
#P3589-618604

3rd Row

YOUR PRICE

2011 DODGE DURANGO CREW

$16,000
#P3604-451639

Only 69K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2004 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5 DBL CAB

$18,000
#P3580-507524

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 HONDA CR-V EX

$24,000
#P3596-032393

Only 3K Miles!

YOUR PRICE

2020 HYUNDAI SONATA SE

$25,000
#P3613-331179

CREW CAB

YOUR PRICE

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT

$34,000
#P3587-138075

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2017 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

$37,000
#P3608-486977

Loaded - Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

HOME OF THE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY#H2723-176928

2021 HYUNDAI PALISADE

MSRP $47,185
  SALE $44,867 BLACK FRIDAY SALE ALL MONTH LONG!

CALL  •  STOP INMAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • November 5, 2020 • #20 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

0 DOWN FINANCING  TRADE-INS WELCOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

805-535-6199
Ventura  

Auto Center
6350 Leland St www.paradisechevrolet.com

 EMAIL 

Scott@paradisechevrolet.com

Prices quoted are after rebates. Not all rebates available on every model. Residency restrictions may apply-buyer must qualify. Some units may have discount financing available in lieu of rebates. Interest rates are on approved credit buyer must qualify. Call for info. Prices & rebates good trough close of business Monday after day of publication.

Paradise 

CHEVROLET

COMMERCIAL SALES

COMMERCIAL 
TRUCK SALE

STK# T191459

VIN# T191459

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

SPECIAL SALE
2019 CHEVY CREW

CAB DIESEL 
UTILITY BODY 

with CRANE

B U S I N E S S

E L I T E

2019 CHEVY LT DOUBLE CAB 6.0 GAS

VIN# KF240252

STK# T191363

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

2020 CHEVY EXPRESS CARGO VAN

#T201165/253632

HUGE REBATES & 0.9% APR /72 MOS*

*OAC UNDER 72 MONTHS

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • October 22, 2020 • #18 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

FREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR 

PRIVATE 
PARTIES

The ONLY auto classified magazine on 
the Central Coast with 8,500 copies 
distributed and 3X readership value!

Contact us to book your ad today!

805-543-9050
photoadslo.com

Your #1 local 
print source for 
new & used cars 

from santa Barbara 
to Paso Robles
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

TACOS & AGUAS FRESCAS 
PRE-BOXED OR MADE ON LOCATION

(805) 264-8782  @rnjcatering

CATERING 
FOR EVERY 
OCCASION

L
U
N
C
H
S
P
E
C
I
A
L
S

MONDAY 
Chili Verde or Chili Rojo Combo $6.49 + tax  

TUESDAY 
5 Enchiladas (Cheese or Chicken) $6.49 + tax 

WEDNESDAY 
Asada Burrito $5.99 + tax

THURSDAY 
Chicken Flautas $6.49 + tax

FRIDAY 
Asada Quesdilla Combo $6.49 + tax

SATURDAY 
Torta Asada $5.99 + tax

ALL SERVED WITH A 16 OZ SODA
11am to 2pm

La Perla Market & Deli
Serving Breakfast & Lunch

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

1138 W. Church St., SM
805-922-9001

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators 
830 East Chapel Street • Santa Maria • 805-922-6657

Award-Winning 
Care with 

Award-Winning 
Commitment

Voted Best 
Senior Living 
Community

Country Oaks 
Care Center
A name you 

can trust
NOW Accepting  

New patients

Skilled NurSiNg CareLOWEST PRICED PROPANE IN LOMPOC!

(805) 733-3375    150 Vulcan Dr, Lompoc

uhaul.com

Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

PROPANE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!

CONVENIENCE 
 Car side service

Payment at the pump 

NO WASTE 
 Never lose the propane in 
your tank when you refill

NO MINIMUM FEE 
You are only charge for the 

propane dispensed 

LOWEST PRICED PROPANE IN LOMPOC!

(805) 733-3375    150 Vulcan Dr, Lompoc
uhaul.com

Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

PROPANE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!

CONVENIENCE 
 Car side service

Payment at the pump 

NO WASTE 
 Never lose the propane in 
your tank when you refill

NO MINIMUM FEE 
You are only charge for the 

propane dispensed 

LOWEST PRICED PROPANE IN LOMPOC!

(805) 733-3375    150 Vulcan Dr, Lompoc

uhaul.com

Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

PROPANE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!

CONVENIENCE 
 Car side service

Payment at the pump 

NO WASTE 
 Never lose the propane in 
your tank when you refill

NO MINIMUM FEE 
You are only charge for the 

propane dispensed 

LOWEST PRICED PROPANE IN LOMPOC!

(805) 733-3375    150 Vulcan Dr, Lompoc

uhaul.com

Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

PROPANE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!

CONVENIENCE 
 Car side service

Payment at the pump 

NO WASTE 
 Never lose the propane in 
your tank when you refill

NO MINIMUM FEE 
You are only charge for the 

propane dispensed 

LOWEST PRICED PROPANE IN LOMPOC!

(805) 733-3375    150 Vulcan Dr, Lompoc
uhaul.com

Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

PROPANE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!

CONVENIENCE 
 Car side service

Payment at the pump 

NO WASTE 
 Never lose the propane in 
your tank when you refill

NO MINIMUM FEE 
You are only charge for the 

propane dispensed 

Always Cheaper Than Exchange!
Also Offering
• Storage Units
• Truck & Trailer Rentals
• Hitches & Accessories
• Boxes & Packing Supplies

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

doctorcleanups.com
805-878-1018

• Junk removal 
• Hauling
• Dump runs
•  Pressure washing

SERVICES:

• Clean ups
• Landscaping 
• Sealcoating 
• Demo & more

UNITED  
PROPERTY  

MAINTENANCE
Central Coast

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave. 
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT 
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C,  
Lompoc  

(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q  
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

PATIO DINING AT ALL LOCATIONS

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

 STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.
*Diamond

Plus
Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 5 years in a row!

We are open!
just bring your masks
and social distancing

Still offering
free local delivery and 
curbside pick-up too

call or e-mail for details
stay safe 
everyone!

805-925-8711 • 734-4355
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com

805-925-8711 • 734-4355
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com

SPECIAL $49 Monthly Service
General Pest Service Only.  Gophers & Rodents Excluded.

One Year Term Minimum.  Homes up to 3,000 sq. ft.

Look for the ANT on the Door
Free Gopher & Rodent Estimates

Same Day Service M-F
wwwww.oconnorcentralcoast.com

Got Gophers? Call Us

59




