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The Wildling 
Museum exhibits 

art installations 
you can see 
through its 

windows [16]
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD



2 T
he Wildling Museum of Art and Nature might be closed 

to the public due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but that 

doesn’t mean you can’t head over to the museum and 

check out some art. Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood has the 

details about two new art installations that are up and viewable 

from the sidewalk through The Wildling’s windows [16].

 This week, there’s a new path forward for schools to reopen 

[4]; a lawsuit settlement means partial closure at Santa 

Barbara County’s Main Jail [7]; and get to know the shrub—

herbaceous, fruity vinegars that are perfect for cocktails [18]. 

Camillia Lanham

editor
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CLOUDY NATURE: Items suspended from 
the ceiling on invisible thread illustrate the 
water cycle in Holli Harmon’s The Nature 
of Clouds, viewable through The Wildling 
Museum’s Tower Gallery windows.
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Informative, accurate, and independent journalism 
takes time and costs money. Help us keep our 
community aware and connected by donating today.

H E L P  S U P P O R T  O U R  M I S S I O N

SINCE 2000

www.santamariasun.com

Stay Healthy

We’ll be back,
Stronger than ever!

Exercise is Essential!
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

Email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

SPECIAL PUBLICATION

OUTDOORS
PUBLICATION DATE: 
FEBRUARY 18

Check in to the beauty that surrounds you and explore the 
creeks and valleys of the Central Coast with us in our fi rst 
ever OUTDOORS special publication!

(805) 347-1968 advertising@santamariasun.com

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

Explore the great outdoors!

Santa Maria Joint Union 
High School District
has the following vacancies open:

•  Carpenter/Welder 
8 hours/day, $4,608.63/month

•  Instructional Assistant- Special Ed I 
5 ½ hours/day, $18.29/hour

• CTE Teacher- Culinary
•  CTE Teacher- Diesel Medium Heavy- Duty
• CTE Teacher Machining and Forming
•  CTE Teacher- Residential and Commercial Construction
• School Psychologist
• Speech Therapist
•  Bus Driver- Substitutes 

On-call/as needed, $20.69/hour
•  Translator/Interpreter- Bilingual (Spanish/English)- Substitutes 

On-call/as needed, $24.00/hour
•   Translator/Interpreter- Trilingual (Mixteco/Spanish/English)-

Substitutes 
On-call/as needed, $25.21/hour 

For more information on any 
vacancy and to apply, visit  

https://www.applitrack.com/
smjuhsd/onlineapp/
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SPRING/SUMMER 

MENUS
FEATURE STORY DEADLINE: MARCH 26
BOOK YOUR AD BY: APRIL 1
PUBLICATION DATE: APRIL

Why MENUS and why now? 
Simple. Everyone eats.

• Get your takeout menus in front of the community

• Remind locals of your hours and curbside pickup offerings

•  Highlight how your business is pivoting to better serve our 
readers, your customers, with public health & safety in mind

•  50,000 copies 
distributed

•  Full color glossy 
magazine

•  Found in over 500 
locations covering 
San Luis Obispo 
and Northern Santa 
Barbara Counties!

David Ikola, M.D. Shane Rostermundt, D.O. Joseph Nunez, M.D. Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

Geronna Leonards, N.P.Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P. Jessica Prather, C.N.P.

8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8
www.pmgsm.com1430 E. Main St. 

Santa Maria, CA

For exposure to a person with covid-19: 
Stay at home with your child. If symptoms 

start within a 14-day period (cough, 
temperature 100.4 or higher), contact 

public health or our office.
Pediatric Medical Group is scheduling well exam visits for 

children of all ages. Strict safety precautions have been put in 
place to ensure the safety of patients and their parents.

• We provide Rapid Covid-19 Tests (15 Min results) Flu tests, and Flu vaccines.

• All individuals entering the building are pre-screened and temperature is taken.

• Face masks are required to be worn

• Only well-patient visits are seen inside the building

• All sick visits are seen either outside in a tent or via telehealth

• Strict sanitation practices are in place including disinfecting exam rooms after each visit.

Pediatric Medical Group wants to ensure all newborns, infants, children 
and adolescents are up-to-date on their comprehensive well-child care, 

inclusive of appropriate screenings, complete physical exam,  
laboratory exams, fluoride varnish and vaccines. 

Call to schedule your child’s well exam today.

Monday – Friday 
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Santa Barbara 
County needs to 
be in red tier for 
schools to reopen
 As Santa Barbara County 
recovers from its third 
and highest-yet peak in 
COVID-19 cases, health 
officials say the region still 
has a long journey ahead 
to reach the next tier in the 
state’s reopening system.
 “Our COVID metrics, 
indeed, have significantly 
decreased since peaking 
mid-January. We’re seeing 
about a 60.5 [percent] 
reduction in our case rate, 
and we’re seeing about a 38 
percent reduction in our 
testing positivity,” Public 
Health Director Dr. Van 
Do-Reynoso said at a Feb. 5 
press conference. 
 But, she continued, “in 
order for us to reach the red tier, our case rate 
needs to decrease by an additional 80 percent, 
and our testing positivity needs to decrease by an 
additional 20 percent.”
 Getting the community into the red tier is 
an essential step toward reopening schools. 
According to the Blueprint for a Safer Economy 
webpage, public kindergarten through 12th grade 
schools can reopen for in-person instruction once 
their county is in the red tier for at least five days, 
and once a school posts its COVID-19 Safety Plan 
on its website homepage.
 “Simply put, we need to have fewer than 32 
new cases a day to reach to the red tier, and right 
now we’re averaging 157 new cases per day,” Do-
Reynoso said. “We still have a lot of work to do.”
 In the meantime, the county is helping schools 
prepare their COVID-19 Safety Plans so they 
can reopen as soon as it’s allowed under state 
guidelines. 
 “We are reviewing the safety plans and offering 
suggestions for improvement, and awaiting 
corrections. Some of these schools are very, very 
close to having a top notch school safety plan 
ready to go,” Do-Reynoso said. 
 She announced later that the Santa Barbara 
Unified School District and the Buellton Unified 
School District had their safety plans approved by 
the public health team.
 Another looming question is when educators 
will be able to receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
in Santa Barbara County. The county plans to 
prioritize education and child care workers, as well 
as food and agriculture employees and emergency 
services personnel, in the next phase of vaccine 
rollout. Community members who are 65 or older 
will also be eligible for the vaccine in this next 
phase. But Public Health Officer Dr. Henning 
Ansorg said that the county is still struggling to 
vaccinate residents in the first phase—health care 
workers and people 75 or older who want to be 
vaccinated. 
 At the press conference, Ansorg said Santa 
Barbara County has about 36,000 residents 
over the age of 75 and about 26,000 health care 
workers. He added that while 75 percent of the 
elderly want to accept the vaccine at this point, 
only about 50 percent of the health care workers 
countywide do. At Cottage Hospital, about 80 
percent of workers accepted the vaccine, Ansorg 
said, whereas that number sits around 30 percent 
at skilled nursing facilities.
 “That brings the number of vaccines needed to 
cover this initial phase to roughly 80,000, because 
remember, two shots are needed for every person,” 

Ansorg said. “Given the fact that the Public Health 
Department has been receiving about 6,000 
vaccine doses per week for the whole county, it is 
obvious that it could easily take 12 weeks or longer 
to complete this task.” 
 Although, Ansorg said, “the vaccine supply 
to the Public Health Department is slowly 
increasing.” The next phase—individuals 65 and 
older and some essential workers, like teachers—
will likely require even more doses than the first 
phase, Ansorg said. 
 “We are estimating that we require anywhere 
from 70,000 to 100,000 vaccine doses just to cover 
these groups, depending on how many of these 
actually want to be vaccinated,” he said. “I’m sure 
you can imagine that it is very challenging to 
plan and schedule for vaccinations if the amount 
of available vaccine is determined only week 
by week. It’s also difficult when we’re not in a 
position to schedule vaccinations ahead of time, 
because we do not know how much vaccine we 
will actually receive next week.”
 When enough doses do become available, 
Ansorg confirmed that the county plans to open 
up eligibility to the 65-and-up age group, teachers, 
farmworkers, and emergency services personnel 
concurrently. 
 “We are thinking even if there is only a 60 
percent acceptance of the vaccine that we would 
need about 100,000 doses,” Ansorg said. “So we 
anticipate a lot of people in this particular group. 
We are hoping that we are getting more vaccines 
and that it doesn’t take even longer than this first 
phase that we’re just about to finish.” 

—Malea Martin 

Orcutt school district has  
no stance on proposed  
cannabis dispensaries
 Several cannabis companies are vying for retail 
space in Orcutt, and although some community 
members had hoped the local school district 
would weigh in on proposed dispensary locations, 
that’s not going to happen. For now, anyway. 
 “At this time, the district is not looking at 
taking up this issue,” Orcutt Union School 
District Superintendent Holly Edds wrote in a 
statement to the Sun. 
 According to Santa Barbara County’s existing 
cannabis ordinance, one cannabis dispensary 
is allowed within each of the county’s six 
unincorporated community plan areas, including 
Orcutt and Los Alamos. The county’s process 

to determine which companies are awarded 
these lucrative permits includes three phases 
and is supposed to heavily weigh the company’s 
background and its potential fit within a 
community.
 Six applicants are fighting for a single permit 
in the Orcutt area, and most of the proposed 
dispensaries would be within a half mile from 
Orcutt Union schools. 
 Both dispensaries proposed by SLO Cultivation 
and Beyond/Hello would be located at 3550 and 
3596 Orcutt Road respectively, situated about 
two blocks away from both Joe Nightingale 
Elementary and Lakeview Junior High. The 
Natural Healing Center’s proposed location at 405 
E. Clark Avenue is four blocks away from Orcutt 
Junior High and Orcutt Academy High School, 
and two others would be just a block farther from 
Orcutt Junior High than that. The last applicant’s 
dispensary would be about a mile away from the 
nearest school, Ralph Dunlap Elementary. 
 Although Edds said in January that she was 
discussing “what action we are able to take, if any,” 
with the school district’s attorney, the district 
decided to hold off. 
 “I really don’t have anything to add,” Edds 
wrote in a Feb. 9 email to the Sun. “At this time 
we are respecting the process the county Board 
of Supervisors has established and our board of 
trustees may choose to weigh in at a later time.”
 Lanny Ebenstein is a former member of the 
Santa Barbara Unified School District board of 
education and recently served as the education 
chair for the Santa Barbara County Taxpayers 
Association. In a January letter to the Orcutt 
Union School District, Ebenstein argues that 
the district can and should take a stance against 
the two dispensaries proposed for Orcutt Road, 
both of which would be located between Joe 
Nightingale and Lakeview Junior High. 
 “Though the addresses of the two proposed 
cannabis dispensaries may be a few dozen feet 
more than the mandatory 600-foot buffer 
required between cannabis dispensaries and 
schools and child-serving services, location 
of a dispensary at either site would violate the 
spirit of the ordinance,” Ebenstein’s letter reads. 
“Moreover, that not just one, but two schools 
would be negatively impacted would make 
either of the proposed dispensaries even more 
detrimental to the community.”
 Although school districts typically shy away 
from any involvement in politics, Ebenstein said 
this is really more of a zoning issue. 

• On Feb. 2, U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) 
introduced a resolution in the House of Representatives 
in support of front-line workers during COVID-19. “Since 
the outbreak of this deadly virus, countless medical 
workers, emergency management personnel, public 
safety officers, grocery and food service workers, postal 
and delivery workers, farmworkers, and other front-line 
workers have continued to work every day to meet the 
essential needs of the American public, often at great 
personal risk,” a statement from Carbajal’s office said. 
The resolution states that “the House of Representatives 
honors and recognizes the contributions of all front-line 
workers and essential critical infrastructure personnel 
and reaffirms the responsibility of Congress to find ways 
to meet the needs of front-line workers, in addition to 
our elderly, for the most effective personal protective 
equipment and other necessary tools to safely carry 
out their jobs.” Resolutions do not have the force of 
law, according to Carbajal’s office, but rather “serve as 
a tool used to express the sentiment of the House on a 
particular subject in order to spur congressional action.” 
Carbajal’s resolution was cosponsored by fellow House 
members from California, Texas, Maryland, Arizona, and 
Connecticut.

• Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a statement on Feb. 5 
to thank the Biden-Harris administration and Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for fully 
reimbursing California for its emergency relief programs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. “It is now the policy 
of the Biden-Harris administration to provide state 
and local governments reimbursement for emergency 
costs for FEMA-eligible services—including the cost 
of National Guard personnel mobilization, the purchase 
of personal protective equipment, emergency feeding 
programs, and sheltering at-risk populations—at a 100 
percent rate dating back to January 2020,” according 
to Newsom’s office. The governor emphasized the 
importance of state programs that protect the homeless 
population in California, which will now be eligible for 
full reimbursement under the new policy. “On behalf 
of the 23,000 people experiencing homelessness who 
have benefited from Project Roomkey in California 
since April of last year, I say thank you President Biden,” 
Newsom said. “Your administration’s decision to fund 
this pandemic response—meant to protect the most 
vulnerable homeless Californians from COVID-19—has 
saved countless lives.”

• U.S. Reps. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) and 
Jimmy Panetta (D-Monterey) and U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley 
(D-Oregon), sent a Feb. 4 letter to the Principal Deputy 
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service expressing 
“concern with the recent decision to forego listing the 
monarch butterfly under the Endangered Species Act and 
urging substantial investments in monarch conservation 
efforts so this crucial pollinator does not go extinct before 
protections are in place,” a statement said. According to 
Carbajal’s office, the monarch butterfly is threatened by 
the loss of its habitat and climate change, with recent 
population counts showing a 99.9 percent decline in 
the monarch populations that migrate to California in 
the winter. “Just two decades ago, roughly 1.2 million 
monarchs overwintered in California,” the statement 
said. “This year, that number is down to 1,914.” While 
the Fish and Wildlife Service recognized the severity of 
the monarch’s endangerment in December, it opted not 
to list it under the Endangered Species Act because other 
species took higher priority. “This decision effectively 
puts the monarch butterfly on a waiting list but denies 
the species immediate protection,” the statement said. 
Carbajal, Panetta, and Merkley wrote in the letter that, 
“to ensure the monarch does not become the 48th 
species to go extinct while on the candidate list, we urge 
the service to make substantial investments in bold 
conservation actions that not only prevent the butterfly 
from further decline but also ensure long-term population 
stability.” m

Political Watch

S P O T L I G H T  8

BRIEFS

NEWS continued page 6

GRAPH BY MALEA MARTIN/DATA COURTESY OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

COMING BACK DOWN: COVID-19 case rates and testing positivity finally peaked in mid-January, and hospitalizations and ICU rates followed suit in late January, 
but public health officials say Santa Barbara County still has a ways to go to makes moves through the state’s tiered reopening system.
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SPECIAL PUBLICATION

SPRING ARTS

PUBLICATION DATE:  
MARCH 4

Take part in the arts! In its 32nd year, the fun SPRING ARTS 
issue will be your guide to all things art-related to do and 
see on the Central Coast in coming weeks.

(805) 347-1968 advertising@santamariasun.com

NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

Celebrate the arts!

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED 
IN THE GUIDE! IT’S FREE!
Click on SUBMIT AN EVENT at 
SANTAMARIASUN.COM  

For questions, email  
CALENDAR@SANTAMARIASUN.COM 

The Maxim in Real Estate

This ad provided by:
(805) 937-1766

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE
Anyone can help!

(805) 878-0807

Can I crash  
on your couch 
for awhile?
Ask us about our 
Foster Program

Our latest rescue is Emily, an adorable 
4 year old female shih-tzu mix. Emily 
is absolutely the sweetest dog ever!  
Unfortunately 
she comes to us 
with serious hip 
issues and we 
are fundraising 
as best we can 
under these 
difficult times. 
She needs 
$2,500.00 to fix 
her hips, and 
allow her a pain 
free life. Can you 
help? Donations 
can be made 
by PayPal through our website, or mailed 
to the PO Box below. Once Emily has her 
surgery she will be available for adoption

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org

Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

Emily

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm

AD PROVIDED BY

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, 
vaccinated and microchipped.

(805) 878-0807

Oreo
Age: 7 years  

Breed: American 
Shorthair

Sex: Female
Weight: 10 lbs.

Stella
Age: 5 year 
Breed: Pitbull mix
Sex: Female
Weight: 105 lbs.
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 “This isn’t a political issue in terms of taking 
a position on a candidate for office or something 
like that,” he told the Sun. “Zoning, planning, or 
development projects often impact schools. Those 
are all appropriate issues for boards of education 
and school districts to weigh in on.”
 The potential for a pot shop in Orcutt has 
been controversial. It’s a small area, and all of 
the proposed dispensaries are within walking 
distance from schools or grocery stories and 
restaurants that kids frequent. 
 It’s a tough situation, according to Edwin 
Weaver, executive director of Fighting Back Santa 
Maria Valley, a nonprofit aimed at promoting 
resilience against substance abuse and violence 
among youth. Marijuana is legal, he said, but no 
one seems to want it growing or selling in their 
neighborhoods.  
 One thing that would help though, Weaver 
said, is to have leaders in the cannabis industry 
who are serious about keeping marijuana out of 
the hands of young people. That means more 
stringent advertising limits, strategic dispensary 
locations, and aggressive ID checks. Until then, 
Weaver said community members still have a say. 
 “I think the big thing is that it’s very important 
that people are a part of the process,” he said. “And 
if the community doesn’t want this to happen they 
need to let the county Board of Supervisors know 
that they really don’t want this there.”

—Kasey Bubnash

Solvang discusses  
regional housing needs 
 During the Feb. 8 Solvang City Council 
meeting, the council questioned whether the 
city has enough development space to meet the 
state’s next set of recommended housing need 
allocations. 
 In this cycle, Solvang is tentatively projected 
to need 225 more housing units, 63 of which 
must be allocated to “very low-income housing,” 
45 for “low-income housing,” 25 for “moderate-
income housing,” and 92 for “above-moderate-
income housing.”
 After a staff presentation, Councilmember 
Mark Infanti said he was confused about 
what the city could do in order to meet these 
requirements.
 “We’re pretty built-out in this town. That is 
where I get really confused. When I ask what 
we’re supposed to do, I’m a little bit lost as to 
what we can accomplish,” Infanti said. 
 Solvang isn’t on the hook to ensure the units 
are actually built, however it is responsible for 
ensuring there are adequate development sites 
and that regulatory obstacles are minimized.
 The state Department of Housing and 
Community Development works with the Santa 

Barbara County Association of Governments to 
assign Santa Barbara County with the number 
of housing units that it must plan for during 
a specified planning period. This cycle, which 
is the sixth for the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment, estimates that the county should 
plan for 24,856 more housing units between 
February 2023 to February 2031. 
 It’s a significant increase over the fifth cycle 
allocation of 11,030 housing units. According to 
a staff report, the increase is not unique to Santa 
Barbara County. Instead, it’s a result of new 
factors such as overcrowding and cost burdens, 
which weren’t considered in past cycles. 
 During Solvang’s meeting, county Association 
of Governments Director of Planning Michael 
Becker said that many local governments 
question whether their city can meet the 
housing allocation requirements.
 For instance, Becker said the city of Santa 
Barbara’s allocation is increasing to about 8,000 
housing units, which the city is struggling to 
accommodate.
 “I will say, with the state’s new accessory 
dwelling unit law, a good portion of your 

housing units could be accommodated through 
assumptions related to accessory dwelling 
units,” he said.
 The new accessory dwelling unit law that went 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2021, states that landlords 
and homeowners can now add two more units, 
an accessory dwelling unit and a junior accessory 
dwelling unit, to any residential lot. 
 This cycle of the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment is in a draft stage, and 
the allocations are being reviewed by the 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development. The numbers are expected to be 
finalized by the end of 2021. 

—Karen Garcia

Racial justice groups collaborate 
to host community dialogue
 How does the justice system work? Who does 
it work for? Does the justice system treat all 
Americans equally?
 These are among the questions posed at the 
start of a Feb. 4 virtual community dialogue 
on the justice system, hosted by Showing up 

for Racial Justice 
(SURJ) Santa Maria in 
partnership with the 
Racial Justice Committee 
of the Santa Barbara 
County Public Defender’s 
Office. 
    The meeting brought 
together a panel of Santa 
Barbara County public 
defenders to talk about 
“the racial bias that we 
as members of the public 
don’t see” in the criminal 
justice system, SURJ 
member Pam Gates 
said at the start of the 
event. It marked the first 
community dialogue 
sponsored by SURJ Santa 
Maria.
    Attorney Juan Higuera, 
a founding member 
of the Racial Justice 
Committee and a public 
defender, started the 
panel discussion by 
breaking down one of 
the most common ways 
people come into contact 
with the police: traffic 
stops. 
    “In 2020 Stanford 
University put out a study 
called the Open Policing 
Project, and among other 
things, they reached 
several conclusions about 

arrests, specifically about traffic stops,” Higuera 
said. “After reviewing over 100 million police 
reports from across the country, Black drivers 
were 20 percent more likely to be stopped by 
police than their white counterparts.”
 But what’s more, Higuera continued, is the 
study “pretty explicitly established that there 
might be some sort of racial bias in these stops, 
because they found that once the sun went down 
and it was nighttime, when a person’s ethnicity 
behind the wheel is a little harder to discern, … 
that the stop rates for Black individuals dropped.”
 This is just one reason for the disproportionate 
number of people of color within the criminal 
justice system, Higuera said. Those disparities are 
evident in Santa Barbara County, too, but the data 
can be challenging to root out, he added. 
 In response to a community member’s question 
about whether enhancements are charged against 
people of color disproportionately to white people 
for comparable offenses in the county, Higuera 
said the county’s data is “not quite there yet.”
 “What I can say is that our clientele is about 75 
percent people of color,” Higuera continued. “So 
prosecution and enhancements are going to affect 
people of color more often than white people 
just by sheer numbers, that they represent more 
defendants.”
 According to Data USA, white people make 
up nearly 44 percent of Santa Barbara County’s 
population.
 One way the local criminal justice system is 
lowering incarceration is through mental health 
diversion, according to public defender and 
panelist Rebecca Seldin.
 “Currently I am the treatment court attorney 
in South County,” Seldin said at the meeting. 
“Once [cases have] been diverted into mental 
health diversion, I follow them along, I help the 
client along as they progress through treatment 
and hopefully, ideally, graduate from the program 
successfully, terminate their case.”
 Seldin said, in her experience, local judges are 
“very receptive to mental health diversion.”
 “I’ve had a number of folks that have graduated 
from the program earning a dismissal of their 
case and expungement of the charge,” Seldin said. 
“So that’s going really well. I hope to see it expand 
more.”
 Adrian Galvan, current co-chair of the Racial 
Justice Committee and a local public defender, 
emphasized that the committee “seeks to work 
with the community,” but does not seek to 
“substitute its agenda for anyone else’s.”
 “There are amazing organizations who are on 
the ground combating systemic racism and racial 
inequity,” Galvan said. “They are the specialists. 
The Racial Justice Committee is another tool that 
we as an ally, and as advocates, can provide.” m

—Malea Martin

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

NEWS from page 4

ENOUGH SPACE: Solvang recently discussed whether it can meet regional housing needs 
allocations in relation to its available development space. 

FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

EXPERIENCED BLENDED LEARNING AND HOME STUDY 
CHARTER SCHOOL ON THE CENTRAL COAST 

FPCS offers personalized learning options, flexible scheduling, and instruction 
and support from credentialed teachers.

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Home Study Programs Available

Solvang Center: Grades 6-12 
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5

 Orcutt Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5 

Bringing the best together for student success!  |  www.fpcharter.org  |  (805) 348-3333

SantaMariaSun.com 
Newsletter

Select the SIGNUP button at the 
top right of our homepage at  
www.santamariasun.com

Sign up for the Santa Maria Sun Weekly newsletter and get your 
current local news FREE every Thursday in your inbox.  
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N E W S

BY MALEA MARTIN

A 
settlement reached six months 
ago in Murray v. County of Santa 
Barbara—a class action lawsuit 

addressing conditions for inmates at the 
county jail—is official after the court 
issued an order granting final approval 
on Feb. 1. But lawyers on the case say the 
work to implement the settlement is only 
just beginning. 
 Meanwhile, the Santa Barbara 
County Jail continues to face challenges 
in keeping COVID-19 outbreaks at 
bay, despite major reductions in the jail’s 
population. As of Feb. 5, the Main Jail had 35 
infected inmates stemming from an outbreak 
in the basement dormitory, Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff ’s Office Public Information 
Officer Raquel Zick told the Sun via email.
 The now-approved settlement lays out a 
remedial plan that the county must implement 
to improve conditions at the jail, particularly 
for inmates with disabilities. 
 “The remedial plan will significantly 
reduce the use of solitary confinement for 
anybody inside the jail,” said Disability Rights 
California lawyer Aaron Fischer, who worked 
extensively on the case. “It will increase out-
of-cell time and programming, particularly 
for people with mental health treatment needs. 
… For the first time, people with disabilities 
should expect to have safe and accessible 
facilities inside the jail. That includes where 
they sleep, where they shower, where they use 
the facilities.”
 Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to the settlement, the jail operated above 
its intended capacity. This led to “dozens of 
people sleeping on the floor, people being 
housed in makeshift housing units, like in 
the basement rooms that were never meant to 
house human beings,” Fischer said.
 When the pandemic hit, the county made 
significant efforts to reduce its jail population. 
If the county remains committed to a 
reduced population in the long run, it would 
“significantly reduce the cost of compliance 
and the timeline for the county to achieve 
compliance with the remedial plan,” according 
to Fischer, especially with the new, 376-bed jail 
facility near Santa Maria that he said is slated 
to open in June. 
 Santa Barbara County Public Defender 
Adrian Galvan said at a Feb. 4 community 
dialogue, hosted by Showing Up for Racial 
Justice Santa Maria, that pandemic-
implemented policies like zero bail and 
reduced jail population are leading to larger 
conversations about what incarceration could 
look like after the pandemic.
 “There is a lot of talk amongst county 
stakeholders as to whether or not the Santa 
Barbara County Jail in Santa Barbara should 
remain open as a jail, or whether the North 
County jail should be the only jail in the 

county,” Galvan said. “So when it comes to 
litigation that is aimed at health and safety of 
the folks in the county jail, which Murray is 
that, we’re hopeful.”
 The Feb. 1 court order establishes a team 
of individuals who will serve as remedial plan 
experts to advise the court on whether the 
county is in compliance with the settlement. 
Their areas of expertise range from mental 
health and suicide prevention, to disability 
compliance, to custody operations. The court 
will have jurisdiction for at least four years to 
ensure the county complies with the plan, but 
Fischer said this could be extended if needed. 
 “How long it’s going to take and how much 
it costs, that is very much contingent on what 
the jail population looks like moving forward,” 
Fischer said. 
 Zick from the Sheriff ’s Office said that 
“since the settlement agreement, the Santa 
Barbara Sheriff ’s Office has already staffed 
the Continuous Quality 
Assurance unit, who 
will monitor progress of 
the action items in the 
settlement. Additionally, 
we are working towards 
approval of one additional 
custody deputy and an 
administrative office 
professional, which would 
then cover both the Main Jail as well as the 
Northern Branch Jail.”
 But whether the Sheriff ’s Office will commit 
to keeping the jail population low after the 
pandemic passes is not yet clear. As the Sun 
reported on Jan. 6, the Sheriff has pointed 
to lower jail populations as a reason for an 
increase in reported crimes in Santa Barbara 
County, which were trending higher at the end 
of 2020 as compared with previous years.
 At the time of the Sun’s Jan. 6 reporting, Zick 
said a “significant number” of those arrested for 
crimes and released on pandemic-implemented 
zero-bail policies had been caught reoffending, 
though she didn’t say how many. 
 Fischer believes it’s too early to understand 
the impacts of a reduced jail population or 
zero-bail policies on public safety. But what is 
known, Fischer argued, is that overcrowded 
jails impact not just those incarcerated, 
but also those who staff the jails and the 
surrounding community.

 “When you have these congregate setting 
facilities and a pandemic hits, it puts enormous 
pressure on the public health system, on ICU 
capacity,” he said.
 The facility is currently dealing with a 
COVID-19 outbreak that started in the jail’s 
basement dormitory. According to the Sheriff ’s 
Office, several inmates reported symptoms on 
Feb. 2, which prompted the jail to test inmates 
in two separate housing units. Twenty-six 
turned up positive in the first round of testing, 
and as of Feb. 5, Zick said 35 total are infected.
 “We are working closely with Public Health 
and our Wellpath team to determine the source 
of this outbreak,” she said. 
 Zick said infected inmates are “housed in 
either negative airflow (negative pressure) cells 
or are housed in cohorts with other COVID-
positive inmates in a separate area of the 
facility from the rest of the jail population.”
 Fischer said the basement dorms where 

the outbreak started, under the settlement 
agreement, were “supposed to be shut down 
Jan. 1, 2021.” Zick said the Sheriff ’s Office 
would close this housing unit “when it is safe to 
do so.”
 “The basement housing area was closed 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
reopened shortly after the pandemic began, to 
allow for greater social distancing,” she said.
 “We aren’t running to court because 
we’re trying to give them some flexibility 
because of the pandemic,” Fischer said of the 
basement dorms remaining in use. “But we 
have told them for a long time those units 
are tinderboxes for harm and for infectious 
disease spread. So I was very saddened, but not 
shocked, to see that that is where the outbreak 
happened.”  m

Reach Staff Writer Malea Martin at mmartin@
santamariasun.com.

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

IMPROVING CONDITIONS: The settlement reached in Murray v. County of Santa Barbara in July 2020 is now finalized thanks to a recent 
court order. Litigators say it may take years to implement the settlement’s remedial plan to improve conditions at the jail, particularly for 
inmates with disabilities.

FILE PHOTO BY STEVE E. MILLER

Settled  
in court
County Jail battles  
COVID-19 outbreak 
that started in an area a 
recent lawsuit settlement  
will shut down for good

‘... we have told them for a long time, 
those units are tinderboxes for harm 
and for infectious disease spread.’

—Aaron Fischer, Disability Rights California lawyer 
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BY MALEA MARTIN

Local vendors will soon have a new 
opportunity to sell their wares in 
Lompoc, and the city wants to hear 

from the business community about 
the best way to bring the vision to life.
 The Lompoc Outdoor Community 
Market would revamp the city’s weekly 
swap meet tradition (which ended in 
2014) to create a community gathering space 
and a place for local commerce. The city hasn’t 
yet announced a specific start date for the 
market, but it’s slated for early April, and the 
plan is to hold it on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. once it gets off the ground.
 Longtime Northern Santa Barbara County 
local and City Councilmember Jeremy Ball 
remembers swinging by the swap meet during 
his teenage years.
 “It was always abuzz,” Ball said. “I have fond 
memories of it.”
 But in 2014, the swap meet faced some 
challenges when the city received complaints 
from surrounding resident and commercial 
neighbors about noise, trash, and parking issues, 
Recreation Manager Mario Guerrero said at a 
Dec. 15 City Council meeting. 
 “Due to the inability to reach consensus 
to address all the concerns, the council 
discontinued the service agreement with the 
concessionaire” at the time, Guerrero said.
 But in recent years, Mayor Jenelle Osborne told 
the Sun, some community members have called 
wanting to reinstate the once-popular event.
 “We began a discussion about it prior to 
COVID, because there were community 
members saying, ‘We miss this opportunity, and 
we think it could be done better,’” Osborne said. 
“So we made a council request.”
 This time, Lompoc is committed to striking 
the right balance between the improved market 
and the community’s needs. The now city-
operated event will come to fruition following 
upcoming February and March workshops, 
during which individuals and businesses are 
invited to be a part of the planning process. 
 “I think to create such a diverse, local 
celebration is amazing, but as we’re explaining 
the process and trying to make it easy for our 
entire community to participate, it’s really up 
to us to make sure that there’s equitable access,” 
Councilmember Ball said. 
 The proposal is to hold the market in the 
downtown parking lot located at I Street and 
Ocean Avenue. Vendors will have a couple 
of different booth options: a 13-by-13-foot 
spot, a 20-by-13-foot spot (large enough to 
accommodate one vehicle), or a spot in a 
designated area for food trucks and booths.
 “This is all conceptual,” Guerrero said at the 
council meeting. “We’re totally open to any 
layout that’s going to bring people to the market.”
 Another key aspect of the new market is the 
way it incentivizes surrounding businesses to 
participate. Osborne said the current proposal 
allows businesses within one block of the market 
to have their booth fee waived, and any brick-
and-mortar business in Lompoc will have the 

opportunity to get a reduced booth fee. 
 “The idea was to address the concerns that 
some of the surrounding businesses had about 
taking away business from them,” Osborne said. 
“Say someone like Sissy’s [Uptown Cafe] feels 
impacted. Well, hey, let’s give you a booth to 
sell your pies, or South Side [Coffee Co.] could 
come over and serve coffee.”
 While the exact details of the booth fee 
structure will be guided by feedback gathered 
during the upcoming workshops, Osborne is 
confident the market will help bring economic 
vitality and a sense of community back to 
Lompoc after the rough pandemic year.
 “In the time of COVID, it’s really an 
opportunity to potentially help some brick-
and-mortars reconnect with their community 
by being able to, at least once a week, have 
an outdoor market where people want to 
come and socialize but can still honor all of 
the parameters we have regarding COVID,” 
Osborne said.
 With the proposed market being located in 
Councilmember Ball’s district, he said it holds 
“a soft spot” in his heart.
 “Open Streets, our downtown market—
those have been the best things that I think 
Lompoc has done in many ways, in terms of 
celebrating community over the past few years,” 
he said. “So I think this is an extension of that 
opportunity. … This is right with what I’m 
hoping for the future of not just this district, 
but for Lompoc.”
 Those interested in learning more about the 
market or participating in the city workshops 
can contact the Lompoc Recreation Division at 
(805) 875-8100 or recreation@ci.lompoc.ca.us 
to receive updates and information. 

Highlight
 • The city of Santa Maria Utilities 
Department wants to make recycling more 
accessible to local businesses by offering 
complimentary bins. “The bins can be used 
around the workplace, break rooms, and are 
ideal for under desks,” according to the city. 
“Businesses can select from two options of bins: 
a tall, wall-hugger with a lid for cans and bottles 
(or a lid for paper) or a smaller option for paper 
recyclables.” Businesses can get up to four 
bins while supplies last. The offer is only valid 
for businesses with city trash and recycling 
collection services. Those interested can contact 
the Utilities Department at (805) 925-0951, Ext. 
7270, to schedule their recycling bin pickup. m

Staff Writer Malea Martin wrote this week’s 
Spotlight. Send tips to spotlight@ 
santamariasun.com.

SPOTLIGHT

Making a 
market
Lompoc wants to 
bring back a new and 
improved version of 
the weekly swap meet 
that ended in 2014

N E W S

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC

NEW MARKET IN TOWN: The city of Lompoc will soon be offering the 
Lompoc Outdoor Community Market as a new opportunity for local vendors 
to sell their goods.
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ERIC KEITH GLIDDEN, 54, of Santa 
Margarita passed away 1/9/2021 arrangements 
with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

JANIS Y. WALLACE, 92, of Grover Beach 
passed away 1/10/2021 arrangements with The 
Neptune Society

MARK SHANE JENSEN, 49, of Santa Maria 
passed away 1/21/2021 arrangements with Lori 
Family Mortuary

RICHARD NEWMAN, 63, of Atascadero 
passed away 1/22/2021 arrangements with 
Blue Sky Cremation Service

HENRY GOMEZ, 71, of Nipomo passed away 
1/25/2021 arrangements with Marshall-Spoo 
Sunset Funeral Chapel

MARJORIE GAIL MILLER, 93, of San 
Miguel passed away 1/26/2021 arrangements 
with Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

JOAN MARGARET COY, 75, of Paso Robles 
passed away 1/26/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

RAUL EVERETT CUELLAR, JR., 42, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 1/26/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

HENRY “HL” LOPEZ, SR., 67, of Santa Maria 
passed away 1/27/2021 arrangements with 
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

JOHN ANTONIO LUJANO, 52, of Nipomo 
passed away 1/28/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

JUANITA GARCIA, 86, of Nipomo passed away 
1/28/2021 arrangements with Dudley-Hoffman 
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

ADEL FREY, 89, of Atascadero passed 
away 1/29/2021 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

HELEN DUKE, 91, of Los Osos passed 
away 1/30/2021 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

GEORGE WILLIAM OLMSTEAD, 92, of 
Arroyo Grande passed away 1/30/2021 arrange-
ments with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral 
Chapel

RACHEL R. MALDONADO, 85, of Oceano 
passed away 1/30/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

LINDA JACKSON, 77, of Paso Robles passed 
away 1/31/2021 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

ROLF ERIKSON, 58, of Morro Bay passed 
away 1/31/2021 arrangements with Blue Sky 
Cremation Service

JOYCE AMADOR, 82, of Santa Maria passed 
away 1/31/2021 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

JOSE “JOE” S. ACOSTA, 69, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/1/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

ROBERT “BOB” PADILLA, 73, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/1/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

CLIFTON “CHUCK” STANLEY III, 56, of 
Santa Maria passed away 2/1/2021 arrange-
ments with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, 
Crematory & Memory Gardens

WILLIAM BERNARD, 66, of Pismo Beach 
passed away 2/1/2021 arrangements with Blue 
Sky Cremation Service

RICHARD E. HARDEN, 89, of Atascadero 
passed away 2/2/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

ROY JOSEPH PAPILLON, 90, of Oceano 
passed away 2/2/2021 arrangements with 
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

BARBARA ANN BROWN, 80, of Paso Robles 
passed away 2/2/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

MICHAEL FOSTER, 74, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/4/2021 arrangements with 
Magner-Maloney Funeral Home & Crematory

GERALD “GERRY” KIKUCHI, 77, of Arroyo 
Grande passed away 2/3/2021 arrangements 
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

ISRAEL TREJO, 38, of Santa Maria passed 
away 2/3/2021 arrangements with Dudley-
Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & Memory 
Gardens

ERIC WAYNE BATRUM, 60, of Paso Robles 
passed away 2/3/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

JAMES RAY WEAVER, 76, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/4/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

WILLIAM A. “BILL” HARES, 86, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/4/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

MICHAEL JOE TOZZI, 74, of San Miguel 
passed away 2/4/2021 arrangements with 
Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home

LARRY LEE BACHMAN, 81, of Santa 
Maria passed away 2/4/2021 arrangements 
with Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

LORENZO “JUAN RIVAS” JIMENEZ- 
RIVAS, 47, of Grover Beach passed away 
2/5/2021 arrangements with Marshall-Spoo 
Sunset Funeral Chapel

EDWARD A. SMITH, 79, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/6/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

AMOS L. DAMPIER JR., 65, of Santa Maria 
passed away 2/7/2021 arrangements with 
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory & 
Memory Gardens

DEATH NOTICES

Want to memorialize  
a loved one?

We’re here to help. Our obituary 
and in memoriam services 

are affordable, accessible, and 
handled with personal care.

Share your loved one’s story  
with the local community in  

your local newspaper.

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Mark your family’s memories
Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121 
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

SPECIAL 
PUBLICATION

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO TODAY
NORTHERN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
(805) 347-1968
advertising@santamariasun.com

SPRING 
ARTS
BOOK ADS BY: FEB. 26
PUBLICATION DATE: MARCH 4

Take part in the arts! In its 32nd year, the 
fun SPRING ARTS special pullout issue will be 
your guide to all art-related events to do and 
see on the Central Coast in coming weeks.

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED IN THE GUIDE! 
IT’S FREE!
Click on SUBMIT AN EVENT at SANTAMARIASUN.COM  
For questions, email CALENDAR@SANTAMARIASUN.COM 
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BY RON FINK

So, after nearly a year of COVID-19 related 
closures, let’s give the Lompoc Unified 
School District (LUSD) a “progress report”; 

how is it doing and what grade would it get if this 
were a classroom project? I am not an educator, 
but I think we can figure this out based on the 
progress made so far.
 Does the LUSD have any incentive to reopen 
the schools for in-person learning? It doesn’t 
look like it because the school district’s learning 
facilities are still closed to students. In the 
meantime, we property owners are still paying 
school taxes as if the kids were still using all those 
empty classrooms. In fact, the teachers don’t even 
have to show up on school property or even be in 
the district boundaries to teach their classes.
 When businesses were initially ordered 
shut, the owners promptly figured out how to 
reopen following the guidelines established by 
the county Health Department. Unlike local 
business owners who have lost their income due 
to closures, LUSD employees and administrators 
continue to get paid.
 When classrooms closed, the state allowed 
what was termed “distance learning” in lieu 
of physical attendance in the schools so they 
could qualify for federal education funding. 
This meant that teachers had to learn how to 
effectively instruct students and get them to 
participate using electronic media, and it meant 
that students had to have the capability to access 
classes via the internet.
 The plan failed to consider that many LUSD 
students and their families had no access to 
the internet and/or the fact that many parents 
either didn’t speak English or didn’t have the 
capabilities that credentialed instructors have to 
help their children with their lessons. 
 According to a recent superintendent’s 
letter to parents on Jan. 22, distance learning 
is summarized this way: “Due to the increased 
struggles of many of our students that have 
resulted in an increase in failing grades this 
school year, LUSD has developed a revised 
grading policy for this school year.”
 So, instead of returning kids to the classroom 
where they may have a better chance of 
understanding the materials being presented, 
the LUSD is simply lowering the bar. To put 
this in perspective, the LUSD already has an 
incredibly low level of achievement according 
a 2020-21 evaluation by niche.com. “According 
to state test scores (for Lompoc), 26 percent of 
students are at least proficient in math and 46 
percent in reading.”
 To most that would be a failing grade, and if 
a private business had a track record like that 
no one would use their services. This means 
that students, parents, and taxpayers are being 
disenfranchised by the poorly run public school 
system.
 The superintendent’s letter also discusses 
progress toward reopening schools this way: 
“Principals continue to meet weekly to discuss 
reopening. The current focus is on class creation 
and parent notification.” So instead of physically 
reopening the schools, they have sat around for 
more than 40 weeks talking about it and sending 
memos to parents trying to justify continued 
closures.
 Even though the Centers for Disease Control 
has been publishing reopening guidelines for 
several months, the LUSD is just now getting 

around to submitting plans to the county. The 
superintendent’s letter explains it this way: 
“COVID Safety Plans (CSPs) and Illness & Injury 
Prevention Plans (IIPPs) are due to county health 
departments and the CDE by Feb. 1.”
 How long it will take the county and CDE 
(California Department of Education) to return 
comments and/or approve the plans isn’t clear, 
and there is no mention if any of the steps in 
these plans have been implemented or how 
long it will take to complete required employee 
training, classroom modifications, or acquire 
needed materials.
 The LUSD school board met in January, and 
one of the items discussed was just when the 
district planned to reopen. Only one member of 
the board was an advocate for establishing a date 
to start the process in early March.
 But other board members, some who were 
former employees of the district, were hesitant 
to set a date. The county has established an 
unrealistic reopening threshold at 25 cases per 
100,000 residents, a number that hasn’t been 
realized for several months—and considering 
the current case rate, in all likelihood it won’t be 
achieved any time soon.
 Even though students are not present, 
there have been reports of infections at every 
school facility in the district. It appears that 
school children aren’t the problem but district 
employees who aren’t taking preventive 
measures seriously.
 It makes you wonder if the district IIPP and 
CSP will be complied with or even enforced by 
management once the district reopens. Seems to 
me that there is a significant management issue 
that needs to be resolved.
 Considering all the things I have discussed 
in this commentary, what sort of grade would 
you give to the LUSD? Using the new grading 
schedule published in the superintendent’s letter, 
I would give a “no credit,” and using the grading 
schedule used when I went to school, I would 
give a failing grade.
 It’s important to note that Manzanita charter 
school located on Vandenberg Air Force Base 
is open for in-person learning; many other 
school districts and charter/private schools in 

the county are also open for business. If they 
figured it out, why can’t the LUSD; could it be 
that the employee unions, and not the school 
administration, are in charge?
 The sad part of all of this is that the most 
vulnerable children of our community are being 
tossed under the bus by a public school system 
that has no incentive to reopen the schools. m

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send 
your thoughts, comments, and opinionated letters 
to letters@santamariasun.com.

Planners must pay attention to 
neighborhoods’ reality
 Los Alamos is in the midst of a development 
blunder aided by our own county Planning 
Department. This can happen to any small 
town, or any neighborhood within a city. 
 A builder seeks to develop an acre-and-a-half 
lot that is bordered by three roads. He may build 
as many as 11 dwellings. One of the potential 
access roads has long provided a safe and quiet 
place for walking and jogging, pushing infants 
in strollers, young children riding tricycles and 
bikes, and folks walking with a cane or in a 
wheelchair. This road is also, however, the easiest 
and most profitable choice for the developer.
 How has our Planning and Development 
Department handled the permitting process? 
County transportation experts first downplayed 
or sought to ignore the one-lane bottleneck 

C A N A R Y  1 2  

COMMENTARY

Have you received the COVID-19 
vaccination yet?
55% Nope, and it’s hard to say when it will  
  be available to my demographic.
22% I haven’t, but I have close friends or  
  family who did.
18% I got my first dose, but now I’m waiting  
  on my second.
5%  Yes, I’m fully vaccinated.

22 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll Progress report
What marks should we give 
to Lompoc Unified School 
District for its performance?

LETTERS continued page 11

WRITE NOW! We want to know what 
you think about every-

thing. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450 
Skyway Drive, suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You can 
also fax it (1-805-347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name, 
address, and phone number for verification purposes; 
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted to 
santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
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on this road. It would experience greatly 
increased traffic and corresponding risk 
for accident and injury. The transportation 
planning supervisor then stated that he was 
not concerned, as “liability is covered by 
design immunity as long as we follow adopted 
county/federal standards and guidelines.” 
 Rather than try to understand the 
community, or call for a traffic study, the 
planner simply opened the Traffic Engineering 
Handbook, turned to a general formula, and 
plugged in some numbers to generate an 
answer.
 The planner further assumed only one new 
home on each of the parcels within the lot. 
Zoning here, however, allows for as many as 
three dwellings on each parcel. So again, his 
conclusions grossly underestimate the number 
of vehicles and resulting traffic problems.
 County planners ought to pay more 
attention to realities on the ground and to the 
interests of existing residents. They need to 
respect the unique characteristics of a street or 
a neighborhood and avoid damaging the fabric 
of communities. 
 There may well be pressure from 
Sacramento for our county to expand the 
housing stock. There are, though, several other 
lots in our town that are more suitable for 
multiple-home development.

Seth Steiner
Los Alamos

Keep rallying for Trump
 We must continue to support President 
Trump now as we have for the past four years. 
He has every right to encourage his supporters 
to rally peacefully before Congress to support 
and promote important Republican issues 
now. When the president was at Walter Reed 
Army hospital to treat his case of COVID-19, 
his supporters rallied peacefully for three days 
while he was being treated. 
 In the past four years, millions of we 
American patriots all over the U.S. have rallied 
for President Trump on local street corners, 
on boats, on cars, on trucks, on motorcycles, 
and at the airports where the president arrived 
in Air Force One. None of these rallies were 
anything but peaceful and well run, as were 
the Tea Party rallies before them. At times, 
we were challenged by rogue agitators, but 
we always maintained our calm. In the past 
year we have seen local peaceful rallies and 
demonstrations for various causes turned into 
riots by imported and paid agitators to impose 
chaos on all aspects of the scenes and cause 
millions of dollars of damage to property and 
loss of lives. 
 Now this is just what happened in 
Washington on Jan. 6. We citizens are peaceful 
and respectful. But our rally was usurped by 
these paid rogue infiltrators who formed a 
chaotic scene, and the media and Democrats 
tried to blame it all on Trump. This is not his 
doing.
 Trump is a true American patriot and has 
done more in four years to improve the lives of 
the average American citizens and to stabilize 
the foreign world than any president before 
him. He is the political Einstein of the business 
and financial world.
 He deserves our support and praise and not 
mean actions by the Congress for something 
he did not inspire or had any control over. 
Even the Capitol Police were surprised.
 But to all of our detriments, the seldom seen 
and uninformed American voters have elected 
a political “Humpty Dumpty” and animal of 
the deep swamp in Washington, the very senior 
78-year-old Joe Biden with growing dementia.
 Who will save us now?

Justin M. Ruhge 
Concerned Taxpayers

Lompoc

O P I N I O N

LETTERS from page 10

 
Too many kids are having to wait 
To help us grow, will you please donate?

It’s hard to imagine anyone intentionally hurting an innocent child. But it happens 
every day in our community - a tragic reality for approximately 537 children right 
now. They have suffered physical or emotional abuse, neglect, or abandonment by 
those they trust the most - their parents or caregivers.

At CASA, our volunteers are resilient, tenacious, and committed to supporting the 
lives of these vulnerable children. As we approach one year of isolation, shut downs, 
changes, and fear, CASA remains poised – with your help – to meet the growing 
need. Your generous, tax-deductible donation will help us recruit, train, and support 
more CASA Volunteers to help children heal and thrive.

Donate or apply to volunteer at SBCASA.ORG

Roses are red,

violets are blue,

a child in our community

needs someone like YOU!

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment 
& Crown

$2,500 SPECIAL  
(REG. $4,300)
CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION 

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DENTAL CARE
for the whole family!

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach 

(805) 474-8100

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures 
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)

• Consultation

A $400 Value!

NEW Doctor NEW Patient 
SPECIAL! $99

OVER 29 YEARS OF PRIVATE 
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

We accept 
payment 
plans

Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm

A great place for 
your next  

stay-cation.  

Enjoy the heated 
pool & room  

service meals.
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca
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12 How long does it take to build something? 
In the case of the the Santa Barbara County 
Jail under construction in Santa Maria, at 

least eight years, maybe longer. Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff Bill Brown has touted the facility 
as the future savior of the county’s justice system 
woes since at least 2013. 
 Every malady afflicting 
the county’s decrepit 
Main Jail in South 
County will be nourished 
back to health when its 
famed North County 
partner opens its shiny, 
shipshape cell doors. 
 Food quality issues? 
New jail.
 Unaccessible 
to inmates with 
disabilities? New jail.
 Tight quarters? New jail.
 Poor visibility for guards? New jail. 
 Increasing recidivism rates? New jail. 
 Need a new jail? New jail. 
 Looking for government funding? New jail. 
 Just wait! We’ll fix it all once our new jail is 
open. Promise! 
 And yet, here we are again. Pining away for 
the now $121 million facility to be spacious, 
open, and COVID-19 germ free. The Main Jail 
has 35 and counting COVID-19 cases stemming 
from an outbreak in its basement dorm, which 
the jail isn’t even supposed to be using right now 
because the conditions are so subpar—but due 
to social-distancing requirements, the Sheriff’s 
Office was left with no other options but to use it 
for inmate housing. 
 Even the attorneys who just settled a lawsuit 
with the county over the Main Jail’s conditions 
are placing their bets on the elusive facility’s 
grand opening. Disability Rights California 
lawyer Aaron Fischer said the new jail’s opening 
would reduce the cost of complying with the 
settlement reached in Murray v. County of 
Santa Barbara. And one of those conditions is, 
yes, closing those basement dormitories! 
 Those dorms were supposed to be shut 
down on Jan. 1, but Sheriff’s Office Public 
Information Officer Raquel Zick said the 
basement wouldn’t be closed until “it is safe to do 
so.” Which I totally get! We don’t need anymore 
jail inmates or the people who work with those 
inmates to get COVID-19. So the Sheriff’s 
Office is caught between a crappy basement and 
COVID-19. 
 Don’t worry, though, Fischer said he wasn’t 
going to run back to court and force the 
basement’s closure: “We’re trying to give them 
some flexibility because of the pandemic.”
 “But we have told them for a long time, those 
units are tinderboxes for harm and for infectious 
disease spread,” he said. 
 Our favorite fantasy behind bars was slated 
to open in spring of 2019. Then, the fall of 2020. 
Now, maybe sometime in 2021. If we’re lucky. 
See, all you pro-government advocates out there, 
this is why we can’t have nice things!
 And although the county’s Northern Branch 
Jail Project website states that construction 
was completed on Nov. 5, 2018, the facility 
is apparently still under construction, but is 
estimated to open in spring 2019. So could we 
maybe use our precious resources to update that 
website for the public please? 
 Fischer said he’d heard that the facility would 
be completed in April 2021 and possibly open 
by June 2021. We haven’t received either an 
affirmative or a negative from the Sheriff’s Office 
about when the fateful day will come. But it’s 
coming! Just be patient. m

The Canary is also waiting on a new cage. Send 
comments to canary@santamariasun.com. 

Inmates in waiting

O P I N I O N

Coastal Community Builders (CCB), the 
local home builder that has been shaping 
communities of the Central Coast for more 
than the past 30 years, is thrilled to announce 
the completion of the Summit Club at Rice 
Ranch in Orcutt, California. 

Rice Ranch is the only Master Planned 
Community in Santa Barbara County with 
large, executive homes nestled in 580 acres of 
open space. CCB is currently building the final 
phases of 180 new homes at The Meadows 
and Groves at Rice Ranch which is centrally 
located between San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara. Included in the purchase of a CCB 

home at Rice Ranch is private access to the 
exclusive Summit Club. 

The Summit Club is the pinnacle of Rice 
Ranch, where location luxury, and lifestyle 
become one. The private club was designed 
for the casual and cultured Central Coast 
way of life. It is the place to bring your friends 
and impress them with all that makes this club 
extraordinary. Members and their guests can 
spend the day savoring the exquisite pool, 
cabanas, and hot tub area that overlooks 
the majestic oak studded valley below or 
challenging friends to endless games of 
pickleball or bocce ball. In addition to the vast 
list of outdoor amenities that embrace the 
picturesque natural surrounding landscape, 
the impressive clubhouse and prep 
kitchen’s impeccable design, will surpass all 
expectations.

“The response to our homes at Rice Ranch 
has been heartening. In a time when many 
industries have been faced with endless 
challenging obstacles, we are ever grateful 
to be considered an essential employer as 
we have been able to continue to create job 
opportunities for our local communities while 
building beautiful neighborhoods. We are 
thrilled to share our newly completed Summit 
Club with you,” stated Jennifer Daniels, CCB’s 
Sales and Operations Manager.

Since 1988, COASTAL COMMUNITY BUILDERS 
has helped to shape the Central Coast, 
building on a tradition of value, quality, and 
homeowner satisfaction. Headquartered in 
Pismo Beach, CA, the company has grown 
from its humble beginnings to become a 
leader in new home construction. Coastal 

Community Builders prides itself in building 
more than 3,00 new homes since the 
company’s inception spanning two counties 
from as far south as Solvang, all the way north 
to Templeton. 

From creating floor plans to finalizing color 
palettes, every design detail is performed 
in-house, with an enthusiastic team of 
experienced professionals who have a great 
love of design and superior construction 
experience. Crafted with homeowner 
satisfaction in mind, resident preferences are 
carefully curated and inspected to ensure the 
most ideal amenities and lifestyle choices are 
built into each home. 

Coastal Community Builders is committed to 
exceeding expectations through high quality 
homes enveloped in welcoming communities 
that better the lives of each resident every day. 

For a limited time, CCB, Inc. is inviting the 
public to tour the brand-new Summit Club 
by appointment only. To make your tour 
reservation, you can call (805) 623-5607 or 
email sales@ccb1.net. 

To view additional photos of the Summit Club, 
please visit www.riceranchhomes.com.

Coastal Community Builders Announces the Summit Club at Rice Ranch 

 What’s Your
 Take?

Enter your choice online  
at: SantaMariaSun.com

We know you’ve  
got an opinion. 

Everybody’s got one!

This week’s online poll 2/11–2/18

When do you think schools should reopen?

m  When teachers and school staff get 
vaccinated.

m  Now. It’s been way too long already.

m  Not until the county’s COVID-19 metrics 
return to pre-holiday surge levels.

m  In the fall. COVID-19 isn’t going away 
anytime soon.

OPEN: Mon–Fri 9am–6pm · Sat 9am–1pm

1504 SOUTH BROADWAY EAST, SANTA MARIA • WWW.HEALTHMART.COM

JDX PHARMACY

JDX Pharmacy is a full-service pharmacy that offers medications and other medical equipment 
to all of Santa Maria, CA. Our friendly and knowledgeable staff is always ready to assist you 

with all your medical supply needs. We offer same-day service for your convenience.

Your Local Pharmacy 
and Medical Equipment 

Supply Source

Medical equipment:
• Hospital beds
• Lift chairs
• Wheelchairs
•  Bathroom safety 

products
• and more

Medicine:
• Prescription medicine
• Cold medicine
• Cough syrup
• Cough drops
• Flu medicine
• Pain relief medicine

805-922-1747
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

THE ART OF FACE MASKS: VIRTUAL EXHIBIT This 
group show reunites several artists from the museum’s 
2019 exhibit, The Art of Dress, including Georganne Alex, 
Carole Coduti, Gwen Samuels, and others. ongoing Free. 
artoffacemasks.com. Elverhoj Museum of History and 
Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

A MIGHTY OAK: PERMANENT EXHIBIT ONLINE 
Depicts the habitat around a Valley oak–one of the largest 
and old trees found in our area. View the artwork online. 
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

NEW PERSPECTIVES A collection of paintings by the 
gallery’s newest artists. Through March 1 Gallery Los 
Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517, 
gallerylosolivos.com.

SB COUNTY AND BEYOND Photographic landscapes 
by George Rose. View online. ongoing Free. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: INSPIRED BY NATURE View 
the exhibit online. Features photography by 29 Solvang 
School Yearbook and Media students. The students, 
grades 7 – 8, were inspired by philosopher Henry David 
Thoreau’s quote: “All good things are wild and free.” 
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

FEBRUARY ART PICK-UP PACKS: SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY Register through the Santa Maria 
Public Library to pick up an art pack to create your own 
masterpiece at home. Art packs include projects that 
help students learn basic principles of art. These 
packs are geared towards ages 6 through 
12. Supplies are limited. Feb. 11, Feb. 12 
and Feb. 13 Free. engagedpatrons.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria, 805-925-0994.

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO Call or 
go online for the Academy’s current offerings. 
The Academy offers private lessons by the hour 
or half hour for all age groups and ability. ongoing 
805-925-0464. coelhomusic.com. Coelho Academy of 
Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams live on PCPA’s 
Instagram every Thursday and spotlights a different 
thespian guest each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. 
Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses 
our students’ learning to serve children and parents 
who are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock 
College and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to 
bring a love of stories and language to people right in 
their homes. ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

RAINBOW MACRAME FOR TEENS: SANTA 
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Brighten up your space 
with a neon macramé rainbow wall decoration. Packs 
include everything they need to make their own macramé 
project. This program is open to teens in junior high and 
high school only. Registration is required. Feb. 20 Free. 
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every Tuesday sit 
down with one of our technical staff and learn about the ins 
and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive with our host Erik 
Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

TEEN ANIME CLUB PACK: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Pick up an Anime Club Pack from the Santa 
Maria Public Library which will include something bookish, 
crafty, and of course, something yummy. When you 
register for your Anime Program Pack, you will also be 
invited to an Anime Club Zoom meeting. Feb. 13, Feb. 
15, Feb. 16, Feb. 17, Feb. 18, Feb. 19 and Feb. 20 
Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL CLASSES Check Wine 
and Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of virtual 
classes online, for various ages. Also offering kids camps 
for summer. ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt. 
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s 
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is 

conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high 
school drama students. Check site or call 

for more info. ongoing PCPA: The Pacific 
Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-
922-8313, pcpa.org.

WRITING CLUB TO GO: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY The writing club is designed for students up 
through grade 12. The writing packs include a journal, and 
a variety of activities to inspire amateur authors. Each 
month the kits will feature new and exciting projects that 
will help strengthen writing skills. Registration required. 
Feb. 20 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ART CENTRAL’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY Enjoy three 
weeks of special sales, live demos, giveaways, and 
more. Follow Art Central on social media for updates. 
Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. through Feb. 27 Free. 
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.com. Art Central, 
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: ART CENTRAL’S VIRTUAL 
GALLERY Most Fridays, Art Central publishes a “Virtual 
Gallery” and is looking for more artwork to include. 
Please email us your artwork so we can continue to 
encourage, support, and inspire the local art community. 
Attach your image, name, title, medium, size and any 
inspiring words you would like to share. Fridays, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. through May 28 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.
wordpress.com/blog/. Online, San Luis Obispo.

CAMBRIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS: VIRTUAL 
EXHIBIT WITH PLEIN AIR PAINTERS A call for artists. 
Contact the Gallery Director for questions. Through 
Feb. 28 Free; entry fees vary. 805-434-7060. gallery@
cambriacenterforthearts.org. Online, See website.

LOVE IN SWEATPANTS A virtual Valentine’s sketch 
comedy show that you can enjoy from your couch. The 
perfect date night for these unprecedented times. All 
performances will be live and include sketch, stand-up, 
improv, storytelling, and more. Feb. 13, 7-9 p.m. $10. 
centralcoastcomedytheater.com. Online, See website, 
San Luis Obispo.

PANEL DISCUSSION: GREASE, WATER, AND 
STONE Join SLOMA for a lively panel discussion with 
printmakers Steve Andrews, Conrad Schwable, and Jeff 
Sipple to discuss his Gray Wing exhibition, “Grease, 

Water, and Stone: An Ocean Works Retrospective.” The 
exhibition features lithographs created by Ocean Works 
Press between 1979 and 1983. Through Feb. 28, noon 
Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/panel-discussion-
ocean-works/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

ROSEY ‘N’ BARB: STILL AT IT AFTER ALL THESE 
YEARS Barbara and Robert “Rosey” Rosenthal, award-
winning printmakers, have been art partners since 
1980. For this unique show, Barbara is showing her rich, 
landscape paintings and Rosey his colorful, gouache 
paintings. Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. through 
March 29 Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralartsupply.com. 
Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO CAMERA CLUB Online Zoom meetings and 
competitions. Everyone is welcome. Visit site for 
meeting links. Second Thursday of every month Free to 
guest. slocameraclub.org/home.shtml. SLO Guild Hall, 
2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 805-543-0639.

SLOPE PAINTS THE SERENE MAGIC OF SANTA 
RITA RANCH: A VIRTUAL ART EXHIBIT SLOPE 
painters calebrate with The Land Conservancy of SLO 
their acquisition of the incredible Santa Rita Ranch, a 
1715-acre jewel at the top of Highway 46 West between 
the Pacific Ocean and Templeton. The Land Conservancy 
will receive a portion of art sale proceeds. Through Feb. 
28, 6-midnight Free. 805-544-9096. slope-painters.
com. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY Every Friday, we publish our 
Virtual Art Gallery to our blog and newsletter. Featuring 
artworks from customers and the community. Fridays, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.
com/category/gallery-exhibits/virtual-gallery/. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL OPEN STUDIOS ART TOUR Visit ARTS 
Obispo’s Facebook page to view works from several local 
artists and artisans. Free. facebook.com/artsobispo. 
Downtown SLO, Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

ATELIER 708 FACEBOOK DISCUSSION SERIES 
Hosts and artists Kim Snyder, Janice Pluma, and David 
Butz have been colleagues for the last 8 years. View the 
show on the gallery’s Facebook page. Second Saturday 
of every month, 10-11 a.m. through Feb. 13 Atelier 708, 
708 Paso Robles St., D, Paso Robles.

DAVID SETTINO SCOTT: FEATURED ARTIST 
Offering personal appointments and tours of Scott’s 
studio in San Miguel. Through March 1 805-286-4430. 
Park Street Gallery, 1320 Park Street, Paso Robles, 
parkstreetgallery.com.

FUSED GLASS SUSHI SET Perfect serving set to 
impress your guests or give as a gift. All materials 

PLANT AHEAD
The San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden presents 
a virtual event, Capturing California’s Flowers: 
Natural History in the Digital Age, on Saturday, 
Feb. 20, from 1 to 2 p.m. via Zoom. Local botanist 
Jen Yost, a Cal Poly biology professor and director of 
the Hoover Herbarium, will discuss natural history 
topics and guide viewers in exploring digital plant 
collections. A donation of $5 to $10 is suggested. Call 
(805) 541-1400 or visit slobg.org to find out more.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SLO BOTANICAL GARDEN

ARTS continued page 14

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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included. Limited to 6 people. Feb. 19, 6-8 p.m. $150. 
805-464-2633. glassheadstudio.com. Glasshead Studio, 
8793 Plata Lane, Suite H, Atascadero.

SLOPE PAINTS TO PRESERVE Please stop by to see this 
exhibit of stunning originals and prints by San Luis Outdoor 
Painters for the Environment (SLOPE), featuring some of 
our region’s top landscape artists, who use their art to raise 
awareness, funding, and education for the Central Coast’s 
treasured open spaces. Wednesdays-Sundays, 12-8:45 p.m. 
through Feb. 28 Free. 805-238-9800. slope-painters.com/. 
Studios on the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles.

STUDIOS ON THE PARK: ONLINE CLASSES AND 
WORKSHOPS Check site for a variety of virtual classes 
and workshops online. studiosonthepark.org. Studios on 
the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

GALLERY AT MARINA SQUARE: BIG DREAMS, 

LITTLE WORKS 
Features small paintings 
and drawings, no bigger 
than 8 inches square, 
in all media (showcased 
in the Upper Gallery). 
Featured Artists: Tyler 
Priest, Carole McDonald, 
Stevie Chun, Suzanne 
Leon, and Lisa Kanofsky. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. through Feb. 
27 Free. 805-772-1068. 
galleryatmarinasquare.
com. Gallery at Marina 
Square, 601 Embarcadero 
suite 10, Morro Bay.

JANE MORGAN: 
MOKUME GANE Create 
beautiful designs using a 
modified Mokume Gane 
technique. Feb. 20, 1-4 
p.m. Art Center Morro 
Bay, 835 Main St., Morro 
Bay, 805-772-2504, 
artcentermorrobay.org.

MAKE A SUCCULENT 
WREATH Learn how 
easy it is to create with 
succulents with this 
at home kit and video. 

Choose from two sizes of round wreaths, a heart wreath 
or a square wreath. Care instructions are provided so your 
succulent projects thrive for a very long time. Feb. 14, 
10-11 a.m. Various. 805-286-5993. creativemetime.com. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

MOSAICS FOR BEGINNERS Create in the comfort of 
your home with a complete Creative Me Time kit, guided 
by a how-to video. Looking for something different and 
fun to do Valentine’s weekend? Work on the project as a 
couple or create a mosaic masterpiece as a gift. Feb. 13, 
10-11 a.m. Various. 805-286-5993. creativemetime.com. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

PAPER AND FIBER This show bursts with color 
and texture in all media and sizes. Artworks of felted 
wool, fiber, and paper collages, to quilted cloth, and 
more. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. through Feb. 27 Free. 805-772-1068. 
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 
601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

RESIN ART TAKE-HOME WORKSHOP Create your 
very own resin scene in the comfort of your home with a 
Creative Me Time kit, guided by a how-to video. Kit includes 
a white frame and all of the necessary components to 
create your scene. Preregistration required. Feb. 13, 11 
a.m.-noon $65. 805-286-5993. creativemetime.com. Art 
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

GOOD MORNING LOMPOC The show is hosted by 
Lompoc locals Michelle and Jeremy Ball, who aim to keep 
the community connected while staying home at the same 
time. Episodes are also available to watch on YouTube after 
they’re streamed live. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 8:30 
a.m. Facebook, Online, Inquire for Facebook address.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking 
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and 
seniors. partnersincaring.org. Citywide, Santa Maria.

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH WITH 
YOUTH STEAM PACKS: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Celebrate Black History Month with STEAM 
packs to learn about important figures in STEAM. Activities 
will help kids learn about George Washington Carver, 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, and Dr. Mae Jemison and their 
contributions to STEAM. Packs will include supplies, 
information, and a book list. Registration required. Feb. 13, 
Feb. 14, Feb. 15, Feb. 16, Feb. 17, Feb. 18, Feb. 19 
and Feb. 20 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION 
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get 
support from others from the comfort of your own home. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805-
598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E 
Orange St., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY: MOVIE TALK 
DISCUSSION GROUP A video conference movie 
discussion group; meets on the second Thursday of 
each month. For more information email sstarnaud@
cityofsantamaria.org or call 805-925-0994. Second 
Thursday of every month, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 
cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/departments/library. 

SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 
805-925-0994.

STORY TIME LIVE FOR FAMILIES: VIRTUAL EVENT 
FROM SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Join us for a 
live story time for families; bilingual on alternating weeks. 
Includes songs, finger plays, and a few stories. Tune in for 
a fun story time the whole family will enjoy. Registration is 
required for a Zoom link. Wednesdays, 4-4:30 p.m. through 
Feb. 24 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or 
call to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. 
ongoing Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite 
B, Santa Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

YOGA FOR MANKIND: ZOOM CLASSES Offering a 
variety of virtual yoga and pilates classes over the summer. 
Check site for class schedule. ongoing Starts at $10. 
yoga4mankind.org. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N Broadway, 
suite B, Orcutt.

YOUTH ART PACKS: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY Register to pick up an art pack to create your 
own masterpiece at home. Art packs include projects that 
help students learn basic principles of art. These packs are 
geared towards ages 6 to 12. Registration begins Feb. 6. 
Feb. 11 and Feb. 12 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

YOUTH LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION PACK: 
SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY Register to pick up a 
Lunar New Year craft pack. Packs will include information, 
a book list, and most supplies needed to create two Lunar 
New Year crafts at home. This program is for children ages 
4 through 12. Registration required. Feb. 11, Feb. 12 and 
Feb. 13 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. SM 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

LEARN TO SURF: BEGINNER SURF LESSONS 
Beginner surf lessons for you, your zoomers, and your 
homeschoolers. All equipment provided with the $70 
charge. Every other Monday-Sunday, 8:45-11 a.m. 
through April 30 $70. 805-489-8823. surfpismo.com. 
Pismo Beach Pier, West end of Pomeroy, Pismo Beach.

PECHO COAST TRAIL PLANT LIFE Learn about 
the native plants that thrive along the Pecho Coast Trail 
and discover their medicinal uses. General admission 
ticket includes hike, tour and lunch. Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. 
my805tix.com. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse 
Rd., Avila Beach.

FEELING LUCKY
The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department and the Santa 
Maria Valley Senior Club are co-hosting a Valentine’s Drive-in Bingo 
event at the Elwin Mussell Center parking lot on Friday, Feb. 12, from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. The event is open to adults ages 50 and older, who can 
participate from the safety of their own vehicle. Bingo games will be 
announced via radio. Admission is free. Call (805) 925-0951, Ext. 2260, 
or visit smvcc.org for more info.

—C.W.

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY SENIOR CLUB
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805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’99 & Older $25 extra,  
Vans & Motor Homes $30 extra. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 2/28/21

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

$3400
Regular Price $44.00

Appointments
805-937-5340

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   

Home 
Improvement 
Service Directory Page
Are you a home improvement business looking for 
an affordable way to market your business?
Let us help you reach thousands of homeowners on the Central Coast!

· Plumbers · Pest Control · Painters · Landscapers · Window Washers  
· Electrical · Storage · Fencing · Construction · Handyman · Cleaning Services

Call Drew today and he’ll get you started!
805-546-8208 ext 223 or dgilmore@newtimesslo.com

NEW

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

MECHANICAL • ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING

ROOFING

STORAGE

WALLS AND FENCING

WINDOW CLEANING

APPLIANCE REPAIR

SERVICE DIRECTORY

CLEANING SERVICES

PEST CONTROL

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

HANDYMAN

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
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these local services.
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POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE VIRTUAL TOUR 
Join a live docent via Zoom for an interactive virtual tour 
of the Point San Luis Lighthouse. Wednesdays, Saturdays, 
2 p.m. $10. pointsanluislighthouse.org/. Point San Luis 
Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

WEEKLY DROWNING RESCUE COURSES Facility 
advertised as open and safe. Give the office a call to 
register over the phone. Mondays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6:30 
p.m. Members $130; Non-members $160. 805-481-6399. 
5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande, 
5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

THE ECONOMIC VITALITY CORPORATION: 
SLO COUNTY BROADBAND SUMMIT Featured 
speakers, include Karen Ross, Secretary of the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, and Sunne McPeak, 
President and CEO of the California Emerging Technology 
Fund. Feb. 18, 10 a.m. sloevc.org. Online, See website, 
San Luis Obispo.

METABOLIC CONDITIONING We use primarily our own 
body weight in this interval training class to run through 
exercises and drills to raise the heart rate, condition 
our muscles, and stay flexible. This advanced class also 
incorporates hand weights and sand bags, if you have 
them. Mondays-Thursdays, 8:15-9:15 a.m. $72. 415-516-
5214. ae.slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

PARENTING THE INFANT, BABY AND ME YOGA, 
AND PREPARING FOR THE POSTPARTUM PERIOD 
(ONLINE) Meet other parents and form connections that 
last a lifetime in Parent Participation’s infant classes (ages 
0 to 12 months). Learn from the comfort and safety of 
your own home. Expecting parents welcome. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays. through May 28 $10-$46. 805-549-
1253. slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

RESPECTFUL CARE OF INFANTS AND TODDLERS 
Learn Gerber, Pikler, and Montessori methods in caring for 
infants and toddlers. For parents and caregivers to babies. 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. through Feb. 24 $80. 805-305-
7307. cuesta.edu. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

SLO COUNTY MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS: 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED The SLO County Medical 
Reserve Corps is looking for volunteers to help with 
vaccine distribution and contact tracing. Apply online. 
ongoing emergencyslo.org. Countywide, SLO County.

UNVEILING OUR BODY’S WISDOM: MOVEMENT 
CLASS SERIES An 8-week series to explore with 
motion, color, words, and breath. Participants dive 

deep into themselves, connect to their inner power, and 
create the language and the space for their bodies to 
express their wisdom, their stories. Thursdays, 5-6:30 
p.m. through March 4 $108 for series. 707-266-8945. 
athasomatics.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL DOCUMENTARY SCREENING AND 
DISCUSSION WITH GEORGE TAKEI Join George Takei 
and CA libraries for a live discussion of the documentary, 
And Then They Came for Us, detailing the forced removal 
and incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans 
during World War II. Register and receive a link to view 
the documentary. Feb. 19, 4-5 p.m. Free. gooddocs.net. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering 
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES 
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. 
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., 
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

FLYING GOAT CELLARS: APPOINTMENT AND 
PICK-UPS This winery specializes in Pinot Noir and 
sparkling wine. Call or check site for pick-up and 
appointment info. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. 805-736-9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat 
Cellars, 1520 Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: RESERVATIONS ONLY Call or 
go online to make a reservation (reservations open to the 
public starting June 6). Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile 
Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Saturdays, 
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

VIVE L’AMOUR! A MOVEABLE FEAST FOR 
VALENTINE’S DAY In a sleek metal bucket you’ll find 

a bottle of wine, French linen, fruit tarts, Frenchie 
baguette sandwiches, gourmet chocolates, and 
sweets (all from local restaurants and shops), 
fresh lavender, romantic poems, and quizzes. 
Benefitting The Monday Clubhouse Conservancy. 
Feb. 14, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $100. 818-300-7769. 
themondayclubslo.org. The Monday Club, 1815 
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

FEBRUARY WINE SEMINAR: THE BOLD 
AND COLORFUL MALBEC Malbec is known for 
its color and boldness making it unique, delicious, 
and perfect to blend. Join Katie Gerbauer, 
Certified Specialist of Wine and Level II Sommelier, 
as she gives you an in-depth look at the Malbec 
grape variety. Feb. 21, 1-3 p.m. $32-$40. 
805-239-1730. my805tix.com. Cass Winery And 
Vineyard, 7350 Linne Rd., Paso Robles.

A SPECIAL VALENTINE DINNER 
EXPERIENCE This beloved Valentine tradition 
is unlike any other dinner you’ve shared with your 
special someone. We will sit around a beautiful 
(socially distant) King’s Table where we will wine 
and dine you and your special someone with a five-
course menu paired alongside our award-winning 
wines. Feb. 13, 6:30-9:30 p.m. $120-$150. 
805-239-1730. my805tix.com. Cass Winery And 
Vineyard, 7350 Linne Rd., Paso Robles.

MUSIC
SAN LU IS OBISPO

BOB MARLEY DAY (VIRTUAL) San Luis 
Obispo’s local reggae favorites True Zion and 
Ras Danny & The Reggae Allstars are leading a 
celebration of the life and legacy of Bob Marley in 
a live stream benefit concert to benefit SLO Food 
Bank. Feb. 12 Proceeds benefit SLO Food Bank. 
slobrew.com. SLO Brew Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., 
San Luis Obispo, (805) 543-1843.

CAL POLY JAZZ CD RELEASE CONCERT: VIRTUAL 
This virtual concert will celebrate the recently produced 
double-album titled another time, another place. The 
album is the result of at-home rehearsals by members 
of the Cal Poly Jazz Ensemble and Cal Poly Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble that began in March due to the pandemic. Feb. 
19, 7:30 p.m. $5. 805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu. 
Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY WEBINAR: ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN 
MUSIC David Cutler, professor and director of music 
entrepreneurship at the University of South Carolina 
(UofSC), and Mark Tonelli, assistant professor of guitar 
and entrepreneurship at Millikin University in Decatur, 
Illinois, will share methods for beginning and sustaining 
a career in music. Feb. 11, 11:10 a.m.-noon Free 
admission. 805-756-2406. music.calpoly.edu. Online, 
See website, San Luis Obispo. m

MAKE SWEET ART  
YOUR SWEETHEART
Studios on the Park in Paso Robles hosts a 
stay-at-home iteration of its annual Sweet Art 
Fundraiser through Saturday, Feb. 13. Patrons 
can purchase a hand-painted bag, which 
includes an original coloring book designed by 
local artists, watercolor paints, chocolates, two 
bottles of wine, and more. Call (805) 238-9800 
or visit studiosonthepark.org for more details. 

—C.W.
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Kiwanis Poppy  
Poker Rally

FRIDAY, APRIL 25
Allan Hancock College

Tickets on sale now  
at My805Tix.com and at  
our official Box Office at  
Boo Boo Records in SLOSupporting local journalism, one ticket at a time.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix?
Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com POWERED BY: &

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS OPEN Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the official Box Office for My805Tix events! Boo 
Boo’s is located at 978 Monterey Street in SLO. Call 805-541-0657.

A Special Valentine Dinner 
Experience

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Pecho Coast Trail  
Plant Life

SUNDAY, MAY 23
Point San Luis Lighthouse 

February Wine Seminar:
The bold and colorful Malbec

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Sunset Photo Shoot
FRIDAY, MARCH 19

Point San Luis Lighthouse, 
Avila Beach

Dinner in the Gardens: 
Gourmet Burger Bar

FRIDAY, MAY 14
Hartley Farms, San Miguel

(805) 621-5000
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria smith-electric.com

se habla español
805-868-0954

Fall Special:
$25 off any service

ThatsFETCH805.com

3564 Skyway Dr., S.M. 
(805)  361-0802

How Can You Paws-ably 
Love Your Furbaby More?

Pick up a fantastic artisan 
doggie donut, cookie or treat 

for your little Valentine at 
our Beastro or pamper 

your pooch with a trip to the 
Grooming Spaw for a Bath!

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus,  Amanda Brown , 
Magdalena Delagarza, Isabella Moreno & Bather: Katie Hossli 
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16 Santa Barbara, SLO county 
libraries co-host virtual Day 
of Remembrance event, 
featuring George Takei

 Starting on Feb. 12, the Santa Barbara Public Library 
and San Luis Obispo Public Library will join other California 
library systems in streaming the documentary, And Then 
They Came For Us, for the public to access online for free. 
This award-winning documentary details the forced removal 
and incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans in the U.S. 
during World War II as a result of Executive Order 9066. 
 The fi lm features rediscovered photographs by Dorothea 
Lange and in-depth interviews with several individuals who 
were incarcerated, including actor, activist, and author George 
Takei. On Feb. 19, from 4 to 5 p.m., participating libraries 
will co-host a live Q-and-A discussion of the fi lm, via Zoom, 
featuring Takei, who also detailed his fi rsthand account of 
years spent behind the barbed wires of internment camps 
in his award-winning memoir, They Called Us Enemy. Widely 
known for his portrayal of Sulu in Star Trek, Takei’s acting career 
spans fi ve decades with roles in more than 40 feature fi lms. 
 Visit gooddocs.net for info on how to pre-register for the 
free Zoom panel, which will also feature fi lmmaker Abby 
Ginzberg (co-director of And Then They Came For Us with Ken 
Schneider) and activist Satsuki Ina. The documentary will be 
available to stream between Feb. 12 and 19, and a link to the 
Zoom meeting will be emailed to registrants on Feb. 12.

Wine and Design in Orcutt 
hosts special Valentine’s Day 
workshop, Fifty Shades of Color

 On Feb. 14, Wine and Design in Orcutt is hosting a 
commemorative Valentine’s Day painting workshop, Fifty 
Shades of Color, starting at 6:30 p.m. Each participating 
couple gets their own private table, and a capacity limit will be 
enforced to accommodate social-distancing policies. Couples 
are asked to mask up when leaving their table to move around 
the studio and maintain 6-foot distancing from other parties. 
 Online reservations at wineanddesign.com/orcutt are 
required to join the workshop. Admission is $75. Participants 
must be 21 or older to attend. Wine and beer will be available 
for purchase during the event (no outside alcohol is permitted). 
Guests are also free to bring their own personal snacks and 
non-alcoholic drinks to enjoy during the workshop. 
 Call Wine and Design directly at (805) 868-1746 for more 
details. The studio is located at 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, 
Orcutt. ❍

Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOD DOCS

PHOTO COURTESY OF WINE AND DESIGN

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Santa Barbara-based artist Nicole Strasburg 
based the subject of her new paper-cut 
silhouette series, Wintering: A Fox Tale, on 

the mascot of its venue, the Wildling Museum of 
Art and Nature. While the Solvang staple remains 
closed due to state and local mandates, this new 
window installation can be viewed from the 
sidewalk outside the museum. 
 “The opportunity to work with the museum 
for something light and fun like a window 
design really perked me up. I love their mission 
of highlighting the environment through art,” 
said Strasburg, who spent the last few months 
completing the installation. 
 “It was a wonderful way to get through the 
holidays, since gathering with family was not an 
option,” she added. “I think anything that focuses 
on joy right now keeps me engaged. And don’t we all 
need more joy and magic during this surreal time?”
 The best time to view the display is during the 
evening, Strasburg said, when the silhouettes are 
illuminated for the public to enjoy. Similar to her 

exhibit’s titular fox, Strasburg fi nds ample solace 
in wintering, specifi cally when it means hunkering 
down in her art studio.
 “As an artist and sworn introvert, I love endless 
hours alone in my studio,” Strasburg said. “The 
winter, especially when it rains, is particularly 
wonderful for shutting yourself inside and working.”
 Strasburg is thankful the ongoing pandemic 
couldn’t put a halt to that side of things, while 
it did disrupt other joys in her life—traveling, 
visiting galleries and museums, meeting up with 
other artists in person, for example, activities she 
described as creativity feeders.
 “Inspiration has been elusive, and I think most 
artists would agree that the creative energy has 
been in great fl uctuation for the past year,” said 
Strasburg, who welcomed her latest project at 
the Wildling as a fresh and exciting outlet, one 
she hopes viewers will read as a metaphor for the 
museum’s temporary closure being a hibernation. 
 Wintering: A Fox Tale is one of two new window 
installations at the Wildling, where passersby 
can also enjoy viewing The Nature of Clouds, an 

immersive, multimedia exhibit by fellow Santa 
Barbara resident and artist Holli Harmon.
 Large chandelier crystals, spider plants, and 
various succulents are among the items suspended 
by invisible threads, all under a ceiling designed 
to resemble a cumulus-cloud-fi lled sky, in this 
installation. Harmon aimed to illustrate the water 
cycle, from evaporation to precipitation, both 
literally and symbolically.
 “I think the fl oating plants and crystalized 
water are a good representation that our natural 
existence is always in perpetual motion. Nothing 
is always solid or liquid or gas, it’s circular,” 
Harmon told the Sun.
 Harmon’s installation, which can be viewed 
outside the Wildling’s Tower Gallery windows, 
was inspired by a plethora of literary sources, 
including author Richard Hamblyn’s book, The 
Invention of Clouds: How an Amateur Meteorologist 
Forged the Language of the Skies, which chronicles 
the life of 19th century British meteorologist Luke 
Howard. Inspiration also came from poetry by 
Johann Goethe.
 “Goethe’s poems really capture that feeling 
of truly understanding what the clouds are 
communicating through pattern and form,” 
said Harmon, who also took inspiration from 
contemporary poet Mark Strand. “Both are 
masters, just a few centuries apart.”
 During a spate of quarantine in December last 
year, Harmon became fascinated with kokedama, 
a Japanese fl oral art form, which she described as a 
“growing obsession”—pun intended. 
 Kokedama consists of growing plants in a moss-
covered ball of soil, wrapped with string, fi shing 
line, or a similar material. Harmon’s fl oating plants 
featured in the Wildling installation were created 
using this process.
 Harmon came across kokedama while surfi ng 
the internet for inspiration, she said.
 “I found pictures, I think on Instagram. There 
is this Dutch artist, Fedor Van der Valk, who really 
is a master of kokedama,” said Harmon, who 
immediately set out to try the method for herself.
 “I started experimenting with them and made 
several for friends,” Harmon said. “I even made 
some with tiny pine seedlings for Christmas gifts. 
They were little ‘Charlie Brown’ Christmas trees, 
perfect for our COVID Christmas.” ❍

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is taking comments 
from the “Peanuts” gallery at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

SHAPES OF WATER: Chandelier crystals, spider plants, and various succulents are among the items suspended by invisible threads, 
all under a ceiling designed to resemble a cumulus-cloud-fi lled sky, in artist Holli Harmon’s new installation, The Nature of Clouds, a 
multimedia exhibit inspired by the water cycle.

What does the fox say?
Passersby can view two new art installations from outside 
the Wildling Museum’s windows

ART SCENE
Arts Briefs

FOXES IN BOXES: Local artist Nicole Strasburg’s illuminated paper-cut silhouette series, Wintering: A Fox Tale, is one of two new 
window installations, easily viewable from outside the Wildling Museum of Art and Nature in Solvang.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WILDLING MUSEUM OF ART AND NATURE

BEHIND THE SCENES: “The opportunity to work with the 
museum for something light and fun like a window design really 
perked me up,” said Nicole Strasburg (pictured), who chose the 
museum’s fox mascot as the subject for her installation.

Window shopping
 Visit wildlingmuseum.org for more info on the Wildling 
Museum’s new window installations. The museum is located at 
1511 Mission Drive, unit B, Solvang.

COURTESY PHOTO BY MARY INCE
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17Writer-director Thomas Bezucha (The Family 
Stone, Monte Carlo) brings Larry Watson’s 
2013 novel to the screen. A couple—Margaret 

(Diane Lane) and George Blackledge (Kevin 
Costner)—grieving the untimely death of their only 
son, James (Ryan Bruce), go in search of their grandson, 
Jimmy (co-played by Otto and Bram Hornburg), who’s 
spirited out of town by their daughter-in-law, Lorna 
(Kayli Carter), and abusive new husband Donnie 
Weboy (William Brittain). Worried about Jimmy’s 
safety, they leave their Montana ranch and strike out for 
North Dakota, where the Weboy clan lives. (113 min.)

Glen: Set in 1963, this neo-Western feels a lot like a 
Cormac McCarthy story (All the Pretty Horses, No 
Country for Old Men). It’s quiet and bleak, elegiac 
and mournful, with unromanticized violence and 
stoic characters navigating difficult circumstances. 
This is Margaret’s story. She’s the one who witnesses 
Donnie’s cruelty. She’s already loaded up her station 
wagon for the trip to find Jimmy when George—a 
retired sheriff—returns. He isn’t sure it’s their place 
to go after Jimmy, but strong-willed Margaret is 
going with or without George, determined to see 
Jimmy safe. They have no idea what they’re in for. If 
they think Donnie’s their biggest obstacle, just wait 
until they meet the Weboy family and its matriarch, 
Blanche (Lesley Manville). This is a soulful crime 
drama anchored by an amazing veteran cast. 
Costner and Lane are dependable as always, and 
Jeffrey Donovan as Donnie’s uncle, Bill Weboy, is 
pure grinning menace. As for Manville’s Blanche, 
she’s raised a clan of misogynists, and her iron grip 
on her three sons—including Donnie’s brothers 

Elton (Connor Mackay) and Marvin (Adam 
Stafford)—is complete. Even the local sheriff dares 
not cross the Weboys. Suspenseful and engrossing, 
this film released in pandemic-crippled theaters last 
November will hopefully get the audience it deserves 
now that it’s at Redbox.
Anna: I hadn’t even heard of this film when you 
mentioned it, which is definitely a sign of the 
COVID-19 times since it’s got a cast of such heavy 
hitters. Costner is so great as the stoic and measured 
George, and Lane is equally as phenomenal as the 
maternal and steadfast Margaret. The Weboys’ 
reputation precedes them and with good reason. 
Blanche is straight-up evil, and she’s groomed 
all the men in her life to follow suit. Donovan is 
especially chilling as Bill; it gives me shivers just 
thinking about that cruel grin! It’s got the feel of a 
Western with the soul of a drama, and with that you 
can’t expect a wholly happy ending, but it satisfies 
nonetheless. While George and Margaret are on 
their way to find Lorna and Jimmy, they run into 
a young Indigenous man who ran away from the 
Indian school where he was given the name Peter 
(Booboo Stewart). He’s wary of everyone and afraid 
of being dragged back into the world he escaped, 
but over a fireside chat, he comes to trust the two 
travelers, albeit with reservations. The human 
connection here is really tender, and I was riveted by 
this film both in wondering what those dastardly 
Weboys would do and emotionally as the tale plays 
out with dark and dreadful lows.
Glen: I think that side plot with Peter is one of the 
reasons it reminded me of a McCarthy story. Peter is 
the embodiment of America before it was colonized. 
He wants to live off the land and be at peace. The 
tearing asunder between past and present seems 
to be a reoccurring theme in McCarthy’s tales, 
which don’t offer feel-good Hollywood endings. If 

the Blackledges don’t 
extricate Jimmy from 
the Weboys’ clutches, 
he’s destined to be 
groomed into their cruel 
worldview. It’s a fight for 
his future, and we see 
how Blanche, Bill, and 
Donnie are trying to 
twist his mind. Lorna is 
shellshocked by fear, but 
like a lot of battered women, she doesn’t know how 
to escape. I liked that this was Margaret’s story more 
than George’s, and that she was a foil to Blanche. 
The build-up to the conclusion is slow and steady, 
but when we reach the end, it comes with a furious 
release. It’s got a potency you’ll not soon forget.
Anna: I would definitely say the turns taken were 
unexpected, and the Weboys were villains I didn’t 
see coming. An abusive husband to take down, sure, 
but a whole clan of angry jerks who are convinced 
everyone and everything in the world is against 
them and they’d rather burn it all down than 
concede one tiny inch? Didn’t expect that. George 
and Margaret’s relationship is a really interesting 
piece to this puzzle. They love each other in the 
way you only can if you’ve been with someone for 
what amounts to nearly your entire life—your 

shared past, present, and future are intertwined. 
Yet Margaret is her own woman, going on her quest 
with or without her husband and come hell or high 
water. She’s dealing with the tragic and immense 
loss from her son’s death, and the closest thing in the 
world to him has now been ripped from her. The 
same strength that allows mothers to lift up cars 
when their child is trapped lies in Margaret, and as 
soon as Jimmy is gone, a flame is lit inside her. The 
storyline here is aces, and as you said very McCarthy-
esque, but the icing on the cake comes from some 
jaw-dropping performances from these veteran 
actors. This one is definitely worth a watch. m

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and 
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen 
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
newtimesslo.com.

S U N S C R E E N @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

SUN SCREEN

The searchers LET HIM GO
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth, Anna? 
Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? 
Full price
Where’s it showing? 
Redbox and on demand

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAZUR/KAPLAN COMPANY

FAMILY FIRST: Margaret (Diane Lane) and George Blackledge (Kevin Costner) go in search of 
their young grandson in the neo-Western Let Him Go, currently available at Redbox.

ONE MISSISSIPPI
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2015-2017
Where’s it showing? Amazon Prime
 Running two seasons, comedian Tig Notaro’s One 
Mississippi offers a semi-autobiographical account of 
her return to her hometown after the sudden death of her 
mother. She’s recovering from breast cancer and a double 

mastectomy, stuck in a relationship with someone who’s nice 
but clearly not for her, and she has to deal with her mother’s 
world—a beyond quirky stepfather and a brother stuck in a 
state of perpetual adolescence. 
 Using her dry comedic wit and expert timing, Tig’s dark 
comedy shines through and helps us get through the rough 
stuff. After all, life doesn’t always dole out a fair hand. Her 
brother, Remy (Noah Harpster), is a high school history 
teacher who does Civil War reenactments. He’s sweet and a 
little unaware of the problematic behavior of his good-old-boy 
friends. He doesn’t think much of himself, but throughout the 
show we get to see him realize at least a little more what a 
wonderful partner he can be. 
 Tig’s stepdad, Bill (John Rothman), has some seriously 
obsessive behavior and a very strict idea on how things should 
be done. He’s not the easiest man to live with, but he’s so 
endearing in his own odd way. Tig has a radio show, uses the 
local station to record, and quickly falls for the adorable but 
straight engineer, Kate (Stephanie Allynne). I wish we would 
have gotten a few more seasons of this one, but do yourself 
a favor and check out the 12 episodes. If you’re a Notaro fan, 
you’ll love it. (12 26-min. episodes)

—Anna

PAINTING WITH JOHN
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2021
Where’s it showing? HBO Max
 Think of HBO Max’s quirky new series Painting with John as 
the anti-Bob Ross and his The Joy of Painting PBS series. In 
fact, in the opening episode, star John Lurie says, “Bob Ross 
was wrong. Everyone can’t paint.” The antithesis of Ross and 
his “happy little trees,” Lurie declares his trees are angry. 
Deadpan funny, philosophical, and deeply odd, Painting with 
John is a trip into the mind of an iconoclastic artist. 
 Lurie, if you don’t recognize the name, is co-founder of The 
Lounge Lizards, an acid jazz ensemble with which he played 
saxophone. He’s also scored 20 films, and started acting 
in Jim Jarmusch films such as Stranger Than Paradise and 
Down by Law. Other notable films include Paris, Texas and The 
Last Temptation of Christ. Towering at 6-foot-4, with a deep 
rumbling voice, he’s an imposing figure.
 A self-taught artist working in watercolor and oil, he calls 
his paintings “a logical development from the ones that 
were taped to the refrigerator 50 years ago.” In 1994, Lurie 
was struck by a baffling series of neurological symptoms, 
which turned out to be chronic Lyme disease, which made 

him unable to act or play music. His TV show is a mix of his 
philosophy, life lessons he’s learned, and him accidentally 
crashing drones into his jungle-like backyard. Highly 
recommended! (six 20-min. episodes) m

—Glen

TV Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF FX STUDIOS AND AMAZON STUDIOS

DRY WIT: Comedian 
Tig Notaro stars in the 
semi-autobiographical 
TV show One Mississippi, 
screening on Amazon, 
where she plays a radio 
personality known 
for mixing personal 
anecdotes and music.

DOWN BY LYME: Musician and Down by Law actor John 
Lurie, who’s suffered from chronic Lyme disease for more 
than two decades, has a new painting show on HBO Max, 
Painting with John, in which he paints and talks and rolls 
tires down hills.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HYPEROBJECT INDUSTRIES

Buy Gift Cards & Support Small Businesses

With small businesses facing 
an uncertain immediate 
future, one way locals can 

support their favorite businesses is by 
purchasing gift cards. 

Whether given as a gift or kept for the 
future, gift cards can act as a microloan 
for businesses to provide much-needed 

immediate cash. Many businesses sell 
gift cards online, allowing customers 
to offer their support without having to 
leave home.

There has never been a more 
important time to support our local 
business scene. If  you are in a position 
to buy a gift card and sit on it for a 

while, you’ll help your local favorite get 
through a tough time.

Please show your support.

Purchasing gift 
cards from local 
businesses can 
help stimulate the 
economy now.
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Husband and wife Charles and Jody 
Williams, co-founders of Broken Clock 
Vinegar Works, were out enjoying drinks 

one night at The Landsby Hotel in Solvang 
when they got bit by the “shrub bug,” Jody 
Williams recalled, after trying a shrub cocktail 
for the first time.
 “It featured a peach shrub, and we were both 
hooked after one sip,” she told the Sun. “After 
that evening at The Landsby, we started making 
shrubs at home, and before we knew it, we had 
Mason jars lining our kitchen with various 
sugar trials and fruit components.”
 Williams said that Charles was already an 
avid gardener at the time, frequently canning 
fruits, roots, and veggies from their own 
backyard and turning them into marinades and 
sauces, so “it wasn’t too far of a stretch to start 
making one more garden-inspired substance.” 
 Unlike many other shrub producers, Broken 
Clock Vinegar Works—which the couple began 
in their own home kitchen in 2016 as a cottage 
food business—operates under a winery license 
to produce fruit wines, which are acetified into 
vinegar. These vinegars are then used as the 
base for Broken Clock’s shrubs—or drinking 
vinegars, as they’re also called. This practice 
makes Broken Clock one of the only shrub 
producers handling their process completely 
in-house, from farm to product. 
 During its first year, Broken Clock 
transitioned from the Williams’ home to its 
own industrial space on Mission Drive in 
Solvang, where it’s been operating since 2017. 
Lovingly nicknamed The Shrubbery, the 
facility is currently open for private tastings 
and appointments.
 “Here [at The Shrubbery] we get to share 

those life-changing moments with our 
customers, as most people have never heard of 
shrubs, much less tried anything like them,” 
said Williams, who hopes visiting first-timers 
will experience the same exuberance she felt 
after trying her first shrub cocktail. 
 Although she personally adores a good-
quality “shrubtail,” Williams admitted it’s not 
something for everyone.
 “The simplicity of the shrub cocktail, while 
offering such a unique and refreshing flavor, is 
really the magical thing about the whole shrub 
culture—that is, if you like vinegar,” Williams 
said. “If you don’t like vinegar, then stick to the 
plethora of cocktail mixers on the market that 
don’t fall in the shrub category.”
 Near the end of last year, the Economic 
Alliance Foundation named Broken Clock 
Vinegar Works the recipient of its 2020 
Innovation Award. The award is given annually 
to recognize a Northern Santa Barbara County 
business for strengthening the area’s economic 
vitality through new products or practices.
 While the couple initially only started 
making shrubs for their own consumption at 
home, they quickly became attracted to the idea 
of sharing their concoctions with the public, 
especially given their mutual backgrounds 
in the beverage industry. The two first met at 
Carina Cellars in Los Olivos, where they worked 
together for a few years and began dating. 
 After getting married, the couple went 
on to own the Wandering Dog Wine Bar in 
Solvang for more than a decade. A short time 
after Broken Clock got up and running in the 
Williams’ home kitchen, its base of operations 
“graduated” to the Wandering Dog Wine Bar’s 
backroom kitchen area, Williams said. 
 One year after that, Broken Clock moved to 
its current location.
 Overall, transitioning from the wine 
industry to Broken Clock eased a wide range of 
stressors for the couple, Williams explained.
 “I love wine and always will, but you’ve got one 
shot per year to harvest the fruit and then wait 
anywhere from six to 18-plus months to bottle it 
and share it with the world,” she said. “And talk 
about stress from factors completely out of your 
control—weather being the main one. 
 “With shrubs, we don’t really have those 
problems,” Williams said. “We are in a position 
now where we have new batches of vinegar 

going all the time to use as the 
base for our shrubs, and then we 
work with the seasons for our 
various flavors.”
 As for Broken Clock’s wide 
range of shrub flavors, Williams 
was on the verge of pleading the 
Fifth when questioned about her 
personal favorite.
 “I love all our flavors—and I 
know that sounds like a well-
rehearsed, vague answer, but it’s 
true,” she said. “I tend to drink 
a lot of whatever is our newest 
release because I’m busy testing 
it out in various cocktails and 
dishes. Like right now, we just 
released our winter citrus shrubs, 
and I am obsessed.
 “I do love me a spicy margarita, 
so our peach jalapeño with a nice 
tequila and a splash of lime is a 
regular for me,” Williams continued. 
“My husband is a mule guy, so he 
drinks a lot of the blueberry vanilla 
with ginger beer and vodka or gin.” 
 Broken Clock also offers straight 
vinegars for cooking and other 
culinary purposes. And aside from 
cocktails, shrubs are great for sodas 
(sparkling water with a dash of 
shrub) and even baked goods as well, 
Williams said. She recently baked 
a cake using one of Broken Clock’s 
newest shrub flavors, tangerine 
rosemary.
 “I’ve found that baking with the 
shrubs makes cakes, brownies, and 
such super moist and adds a really 
unique depth to the recipe,” she said.
 Cocktails, sodas, cakes, and 
brownies? Take my money now! m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood could 
use some grub and a good shrub. 
Send comments to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

Shrub hub
Broken Clock Vinegar 
Works in Solvang offers 
wide selection of shrubs for 
cocktails, cakes, and more

If it ain’t broke ...
 Find out more about Broken Clock 
Vinegar Works at brokenclockvinegarworks.
com. The production facility, aka The 
Shrubbery, is currently open for private 
tastings and appointments and is located 
at 1210 Mission Drive, suite 103, Solvang.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN QINAJON

DYNAMIC DUO: Charles and Jody Williams originated Broken Clock Vinegar Works under a cottage food license in their own home kitchen 
in 2016. A year later, they moved the business to its current location on Mission Drive in Solvang, lovingly nicknamed The Shrubbery.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN QINAJON

CHOOSE YOUR POISON: Unlike many other shrub producers, Broken Clock Vinegar Works operates under a winery license to produce 
fruit wines, which are then acetified into vinegar. These vinegars are then used as the base for Broken Clock’s shrubs.

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

DRINKS

PHOTO COURTESY OF JODY WILLIAMS

TELL-TAIL HEART: Jody Williams said said that if you like vinegar, you’ll like the 
unique and refreshing flavors that shrubs, aka drinking vinegars, bring to cocktails. 
If vinegar’s not your thing, she advised that you stick to other mixers.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JODY WILLIAMS

LET THEM EAT CAKE: “I’ve found that baking with the shrubs makes cakes, 
brownies, and such super moist and adds a really unique depth to the recipe,” Jody 
Williams, co-founder of Broken Clock Vinegar Works, told the Sun. She recently 
baked a cake using one of their newest shrub flavors, tangerine rosemary.

18 • Sun • February 11 - February 18, 2021 • www.santamariasun.com



19

From Our Farm to Your Front Door 
Organic Fresh Produce, Fruits and Vegetables ... Delivered! 

Sign up today at www.BlosserUrbanGarden.com 
USE PROMO CODE organic50 FOR 50% OFF YOUR FIRST DELIVERY 

Home deliveries in SLO and SB Counties or pick up at 915 S. Blosser Road, Santa Maria · 805.264.4506

Call for Dinner Reservations (805) 927-5708 
WWW.RAGGEDPOINTINN.COM

Experience fine dining with a Million Dollar View 
from outdoor dining or privacy of your own room!

Ragged Point restaurant now offers room service or pick-up for breakfast,  
lunch or dinner. This year spend your Valentine’s Day overlooking the dramatic 

Pacific coastline of the gateway to Big Sur. Call for Reservations today.

VALENTINE’S DAY
Sunday, February 14

Create a 
VALENTINE’S DAY  

To Remember

PROUDLY SERVING  
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

FOR OVER 40 YEARS

L O C AT I O N S

There’s no 
substitute  
for quality!

Santa Maria 
985 E. Betteravia

Milpas 
216 South Milpas

Buellton 
205 East Hwy 246 

La Cumbre Plaza 
3890 La Cumbre Ln Norte

Lompoc 
1413 North H Street

Goleta (The Original) 
5735 Hollister

Downtown SB 
628 State Street

Isla Vista 
888 Embarcadero Del

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Big Burger, small order of fries 
& small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

Exp. 2/18/21Exp. 2/18/21

WE ARE 
OPEN

$6.44 + tax $6.90 + tax

ADVERTISE
YOUR EVENT

FREE

HAVE AN 
UPCOMING 

EVENT?

BE A PART OF  
OUR CALENDAR/ 
EVENT LISTINGS
· Go to SANTAMARIASUN.COM

· Click on SUBMIT AN EVENT

·  Enter your event’s info!  
Upload a photo for a chance  
to be featured as a Hot Date

Questions?  
Email calendar@santamariasun.com
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What’s That  
SMELL?

It’s a bad neighbor.  
Unregulated cannabis grows affect the  
quality of life of thousands of people  

who live next to them. 

Respect for your neighbours is an action,  
not a marketing scheme.  

Know the facts and join the fight:  
www.sbcountycoalition.com

HINT: It’s not a skunk...

What’s That  
SMELL?

It’s a bad neighbor.  
Unregulated cannabis grows affect the  
quality of life of thousands of people  

who live next to them. 

Respect for your neighbours is an action,  
not a marketing scheme.  

Know the facts and join the fight:  
www.sbcountycoalition.com

HINT: It’s not a skunk...

READER
SURVEY

Take our short Reader Survey and be 
entered to win a $250 Visa gift card!

www.santamariasun.com
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CLASSIES

Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate

ROOM & ROOMATES
ORCUTT - Unfurnished Room, Near Clark & Bradley. Includes Kitchen, 
Laundry, Wifi, DIRECTV and DVR. $550/mo + 1st & last. 805-264-7969

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
WOOD CHIPS, $15/yard. Colored 
chips available. Delivery available 
w/20 yard minimum. Also FREE 
Erosion control chips & Clean fill 
dirt. Arroyo Grande. 805-929-
8000

YARD/GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE

FREE, Clean, Fill Dirt. Arroyo 
Grande 7am-3:30p M-F, Call 
805-929-8000. We can load your 
truck or trailer.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

SantaMariaSun

ADVERTISE HERE
805-347-1968

Follow us  
on Instagram
@SantaMariaSun

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT 
DISTURB TENANTS!

SANTA MARIA 
327 Mary Drive

Studio
$1175 Rent

$1175 Deposit
Available January 1st

OCEANO 
2143 Warner #4

2 bedroom 
1.5 bathroom
$1600 Rent

$1600 Deposit
Available January 20th

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

502 Crescent, Santa Maria
Beautiful Orcutt area home with RV parking and huge backyard perfect 
for entertaining! This home boasts living and family rooms as well as a 
formal dining room. Home has three bedrooms and 2 bathrooms but 
formal dining room could potentially be converted to a 4th bedroom. 
Kitchen has upgraded granite countertops and bathroom has upgraded 
counters and shower. Great location near shopping, Orcutt schools and 
highways. Make an appointment to see this beautiful home! It won’t last 
long!  $510,000 (CR502)

300 Monarch, Santa Maria
Gorgeous townhome with Master suite on main level. This 4 bedroom 
2.5 bathroom features beautiful wood-style floor throughout, living 
room with vaulted ceiling and cozy fireplace, and a stunning kitchen. 
This kitchen is a chef’s dream with granite-style counter tops, stainless 
steel appliances including a premium LG 5-burner gas range, tile floor, 
and opens to a separate dining room. Two bedrooms upstairs have 
vaulted ceilings and one has an inviting balcony accessed through a 
sliding glass door. This townhome also has an attached 2-Car Garage, 
sliding glass door to access your private courtyard. Association Pool 
and Spa is also a great benefit to this complex.  $350,000 (MO350)

874 Comanche, Santa Maria
Beautiful two story home in a quiet Orcutt area neighborhood! This home 
boasts pride of ownership throughout its 4 bedrooms, open kitchen, 
family and living room. The backyard is HUGE and is perfect for family 
gatherings or a large garden! Home also has electric heating with 
individual thermostats in every room. Shopping, restaurants and multiple 
schools all within walking distance. This beautiful home won’t last long! 
Call your agent and make an appointment to view!  $589,000 (CO874)

NEW LISTING

COMING SOON

ANTIQUES / 
COLLECTIBLES

WANTED: Old Fashioned Bread 
Box. 805-929-5896

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Ser-
vices’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million of 
the state’s readers who are an 
engaged audience, makes our 
services an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more info 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR ANTIQUE GUNS
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items. Stone Indian bowls. Free 
evaluation. Collecting since 
1974. 805-610-0903

APPLIANCES   

MAYTAG Over-the-stove Micro-
wave, $40 OBO. Can text photo. 
805-441-4166

WANTED: Retro AT&T push 
button phone with phone input 
jacks.(Land Line) 805-929-5896

HOTPOINT ELECTRIC RANGE 
$40 OBO. Can text photo. 805-
441-4166

HUNTINGTON BEACH MICRO-
WAVE $30 OBO. Can text photo. 
805-441-4166

GE SIDE BY SIDE FRIDGE, 
Large, $300 OBO. 805-441-
4166

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV 
to receive a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS 
Recognized. Top Value Guaran-
teed. Free Estimate and Pickup. 
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted: Pre 1976 Datsun (Nis-
san or Toyota) Car. Some repair 
ok. Call 805-929-5896

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration by 
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: porscherestora-
tion@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

(702) 210-7725

WE BUY:
• ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS

• CLASSIC CARS
• RVS, TRUCKS, SUVS

CA$H 
on the SPOT

All RVs & SUVs
* Classic / used cars

We Come To You

HOME SERVICES
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion.  Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-424-7581 
(cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free 
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront 
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call 
National Debt Relief 1-888-508-
6305. (CalSCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for busi-
ness purpose Real Estate loans. 
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Bro-
ker-principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private Stu-
dent Loan Payment? New relief 
programs can reduce your pay-
ments. Learn your options. Good 
credit not necessary. Call the 
Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm Eastern) (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. We deliver the largest 
consortium of trusted news pub-
lishers in California and beyond. 
For more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

SantaMariaSun.com
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www.visittheroots.com

ADULTS 21+
for Recreational Use

ADULTS 18+
with Medical Recommendation

We Deliver
LOCATED AT:
805 W Laurel Ave, 

Lompoc, CA 93436
(805) 322 - 8032

HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 

9AM - 9PM
Sundays 

9AM - 6PM
C10-0000335-LIC

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR

TAKING CARE OF YOUR MEDICINAL 
AND RECREATIONAL NEEDS

ORDER NOWSUBSCRIBE

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
- on your favorite device. Restric-
tions apply. Call IVS - 1-888-641-
5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-844-252-
0740 (Cal-SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home? 
Call for a quote for professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 
your home! Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, de-
livered–to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller’s Bundle - ONLY 
$79.99. 1-877-882-4248, Use 
Code 63281PAM or www.Oma-
haSteaks.com/family06 (Cal-
SCAN)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author̀ s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Taxaå De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL 1-844-
491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insur-
ance. We have the best rates 
from top companies! Call Now! 
1-888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings of 
$444/year! Call 1-844-410-
9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising dol-
lars. Mark Twain said, “Many a 
small thing has been made large 
by the right kind of advertising”. 
So why spend your hard-earned 
dollars on social media where 
you already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home shipping 
for monitors, test strips, insulin 
pumps, catheters and more! To 
learn more, call now! 1-855-702-
3408. (Cal-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed Low-
est Prices! Call the Oxygen Con-
centrator Store: 1-844-653-7402 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS! 
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 flow 
settings. Designed for 24 hour 
oxygen use. Compact and Light-
weight. Get a Free Info kit today: 
1-844-359-3976 (CalSCAN)

Miscellaneous

MEN SEEKING WOMEN
Looking for a beautiful lady traveling partner.
All inclusive resort trip to Nuevo Vallarta Mexico for my friends wedding. 
Please be 25 to 37 years old thank you. Call (805)260-0505.

998 HUston st, grover beach

Must be 21 or over. This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. 
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate 
a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks 
associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and 
older. Keep out of the reach of children.Grover Beach License #: C10-0000388-LIC 

/ Lemoore License #:C10-0000734-LIC

W W W . N H C D I S P E N S A R I E S . C O M

visit website for more detailsvisit website for more detailsvisit website for more detailsvisit website for more detailsvisit website for more detailsvisit website for more details

CANNABIS
O N  T H E  C E N T R A L  C O A S T

T H E  L A R G E S T  S E L E C T I O N  O F

P R O D U C T S
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EASY FINANCING!
Call for Details

Check Out Our Website  
for all of our Inventory!

www.timosautosalesllc.com

All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge. Sale ends in 7 days.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
AND INSTAGRAM

FREE CARFAX 
REPORT

SE HABLA ESPAN
~

OL

MON-FRI 9AM-6PM • SAT 10AM-5PM
SUN 11AM-5PM 218 Blosser • Santa Maria

2016 NISSAN SENTRA #278832

$9,999

Sedan

2017 FORD FIESTA SE #113229

$9,999

Gas Saver

2015 MAZDA MAZDA5 #185077

$11,495

Sport

2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE #200351

$11,495

Economy 
Car!

2014 NISSAN QUEST #103802

$12,999

Low Miles

2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT SEDAN #159749

$13,495

Back up 
Cam

2016 NISSAN ROGUE #869259

$14,999

52K Miles

2016 TOYOTA RAV4 SE #063753

CALL

Leather!

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLE SUV #297037

CALL

62k Miles

2015 FORD EXPLORER SUV #C25402

CALL

Family Size

2017 NISSAN ALTIMA #352400

CALL

Gas Saver

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #596902

CALL

AWD SUV

2017 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT #283058

CALL

Affordable

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER #157167

CALL

6cyl

2017 TOYOTA RAV4 #344289

CALL

Gas Saver

2013 HONDA CR-V EX-L #019598

CALL

Leather!

2017 HONDA CIVIC EX SEDAN #504101

 CALL

Apple Car 
Play

2013 FORD FOCUS SE SEDAN #266806

CALL

Economy 
Car!

Breast Cancer 
Awareness

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • September 17, 2020 • #17 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

Se Habla Español

805-349-8500
All advertising prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emission testing charge, All financing offers on approval of credit. Ad expires 11-30-20. All vehicles subject to prior sale.

 ★   800 W. MAIN ST • DOWNTOWN SANTA MARIA   ★

BAD CREDIT OK!We Will Get You Financed!Call us for details.

Winn HyundaiShop Online: WinnHyundai.com

$6,000
#P3548-418263

Only 57K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2008 KIA RIO5 SX

$9,000
#P3597-003684

One Owner

YOUR PRICE

2010 HONDA ELEMENT EX

$14,000
#P3589-618604

3rd Row

YOUR PRICE

2011 DODGE DURANGO CREW

$16,000
#P3604-451639

Only 69K Miles

YOUR PRICE

2004 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5 DBL CAB

$18,000
#P3580-507524

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 HONDA CR-V EX

$24,000
#P3596-032393

Only 3K Miles!

YOUR PRICE

2020 HYUNDAI SONATA SE

$25,000
#P3613-331179

CREW CAB

YOUR PRICE

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT

$34,000
#P3587-138075

Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2017 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW CAB

$37,000
#P3608-486977

Loaded - Low Miles

YOUR PRICE

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

HOME OF THE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY#H2723-176928

2021 HYUNDAI PALISADE

MSRP $47,185
  SALE $44,867 BLACK FRIDAY SALE ALL MONTH LONG!

CALL  •  STOP INMAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • November 5, 2020 • #20 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATIS

0 DOWN FINANCING  TRADE-INS WELCOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

805-535-6199
Ventura  

Auto Center
6350 Leland St www.paradisechevrolet.com

 EMAIL 

Scott@paradisechevrolet.com

Prices quoted are after rebates. Not all rebates available on every model. Residency restrictions may apply-buyer must qualify. Some units may have discount financing available in lieu of rebates. Interest rates are on approved credit buyer must qualify. Call for info. Prices & rebates good trough close of business Monday after day of publication.

Paradise 

CHEVROLET

COMMERCIAL SALES

COMMERCIAL 
TRUCK SALE

STK# T191459

VIN# T191459

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

SPECIAL SALE
2019 CHEVY CREW

CAB DIESEL 
UTILITY BODY 

with CRANE

B U S I N E S S

E L I T E

2019 CHEVY LT DOUBLE CAB 6.0 GAS

VIN# KF240252

STK# T191363

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

CALL FOR 
BLOWOUT

PRICE

CALL FOR BLOWOUT PRICE

2020 CHEVY EXPRESS CARGO VAN

#T201165/253632

HUGE REBATES & 0.9% APR /72 MOS*

*OAC UNDER 72 MONTHS

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

Visit www.photoadslo.com • October 22, 2020 • #18 • (805) 543-9050 • ads@photoadslo.com • FREE/GRATISFREE 

CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR 

PRIVATE 
PARTIES

The ONLY auto classified magazine on the Central Coast  
with 8,500 copies distributed and 3X readership value!

Contact us to book your ad today!

805-543-9050 · photoadslo.com

Your #1 local print source  
for new & used cars 

from santa Barbara to Paso Robles

NUMBER ONE SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED VEHICLES FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for  
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner, 
13 years!

225 E. Main, Santa Maria • 805-928-4108 • fischersjewelry@verizon.net
Your Hometown Jeweler  •  Celebrating 42 Years

Masks required. We are social distancing and sanitizing often!
Open Tues–Sat 10am–4pm · Closed Sundays & Mondays
Currently appointments required · Call or email for yours

 A passion for design, 
        the focus on  
     beautiful gemstones ...

a lasting gift of beauty for your Valentine!

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators 
830 East Chapel Street • Santa Maria • 805-922-6657

Award-Winning 
Care with 

Award-Winning 
Commitment

Voted Best 
Senior Living 
Community

Country Oaks 
Care Center
A name you 

can trust
NOW Accepting  

New patients

Skilled NurSiNg Care STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.
*Diamond

Plus
Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 5 years in a row!

SUSHI 805

460 W. Grand Ave. 
Grover Beach 

(805)489-3839

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT 
S U S H I  &  B B Q

1325 N. “H” St. #C,  
Lompoc  

(805)736-8899

K O R E A N  B B Q  
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

PATIO DINING AT ALL LOCATIONS

We are open!
just bring your masks
and social distancing

Still offering
free local delivery and 
curbside pick-up too

call or e-mail for details
stay safe 
everyone!

115 W
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

TWO LOCATIONS
(805) 878-1556

325 E. Betteravia, Ste B10
107 W. Park , Ste 105

Santa Maria

FREE DRINK
with Service

 FREE DRINK w/ service
4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

Call for Reservations  
1.888.584.6374 

www.raggedpointinn.com

Local’s Special

 $279 ROOM  
INCLUDES 

One $70 Dinner Voucher  
& Two Breakfast Entrées  

Expires 3/31/21

Not valid with any other promotions, discounts, 
or groups, subject to rate availability, some 

restrictions apply, please mention “Sun”  
and present when checking in, advance 

reservations necessary.


