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hat is there to say about 2020 other than it’s definitely
going down in history? The COVID-19 pandemic
took over the year, touching everything: Health
care, education, work, politics, business, food,
entertainment, family time, and outdoor activities. It was a
roller coaster of emotion, full of new regulations that waxed and
waned and uncertainty that lasted through the end of the year.
At the end of 2020, the Sun looks back at some of the big stories
of the year, including coronavirus [7].
This week, you can also read about an update on ICU bed
capacity in Santa Barbara County [4] ; the virtual turn arts
organization adapted to in the past few months [25] ; and the
new bites, beverages, and to-go ventures of 2020 [28].
Camillia Lanham
editor

IT’S OVER: As 2020 becomes 2021, the
Sun looks back at the year that was—
frustrating, uncertain, and possibly a
learning experience.
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SPOTLIGHT 6

BRIEFS
Political Watch
• On Dec. 22, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced
that California Secretary of State Alex Padilla
will fill the U.S. Senate seat being vacated by Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris. Padilla previously
served as a Los Angeles City Council member and
state senator, and “will become the first Latino to
represent California in the United States Senate
and the first Southern Californian in nearly three
decades,” according to a statement from Newsom’s
office. “The son of Mexican immigrants—a cook
and house cleaner—Alex Padilla worked his way
from humble beginnings to the halls of MIT, the Los
Angeles City Council, and the state Senate, and
has become a national defender of voting rights as
California’s secretary of state,” Newsom said in the
statement. “Through his tenacity, integrity, smarts,
and grit, California is gaining a tested fighter in
their corner who will be a fierce ally in D.C., lifting
up our state’s values and making sure we secure
the critical resources to emerge stronger from this
pandemic.” U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa
Barbara) released a statement after the appointment
was announced, saying he’s known Padilla since
they were young staffers. “As the son of Mexican
immigrants, Alex embodies the American Dream. His
story is a familiar one for many Latinos like me, and I
know he will be a fierce advocate for working families
and equal opportunity in the Senate,” Carbajal said.
In the statement released by Newsom’s office, Padilla
emphasized that he will help Californians make it
through the pandemic. “From those struggling to
make ends meet to the small businesses fighting
to keep their doors open to the health care workers
looking for relief, please know that I am going to the
Senate to fight for you,” Padilla said.
• Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham (R-San
Luis Obispo) introduced a bill on Dec. 16 that would
“limit the governor’s ability under the California
Emergency Services Act (CESA) to unilaterally
enact or change laws or regulations 60 days after
the emergency was declared,” according to his
office. The bill would require the governor to obtain
approval from the state Legislature for any changes
made to laws and regulations under CESA that are
proposed 60 days after the declaration of emergency.
Cunningham said that the bill is directly related
to what’s happening at the state lawmaking level
during the pandemic. “California has been under a
governor-issued state of emergency for 287 days,
and for 287 days, the governor has been unilaterally
changing laws and regulations with zero input from
the Legislature,” Cunningham said in a statement.
“The Legislature is a co-equal branch of government.
Under our Constitution, it is supposed [to] have the
principal lawmaking powers of the state. It’s time to
restore California to a constitutional democracy, and
ensure that a governor no longer has unlimited and
indefinite and unilateral power.”
• State Sen. Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara),
formerly a state Assembly member, was sworn in to
her new position on Dec. 7. “As I reflect on the last
four years serving the people of Assembly District
37, I am extremely grateful for the opportunity and
thankful that my work in the Legislature reflected the
values of [District] 37. I am proud of the legislative
accomplishments during my time in the Assembly,
and I am committed to continue working on behalf
of Senate District 19 and the rest of California in our
state Legislature,” she wrote in a Facebook post.
Steve Bennett (D-Santa Barbara) will take Limón’s
place in the state Assembly. m

Doctors, health officials warn
that local hospitals could fill
in coming weeks

FILE PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

As Santa Barbara County’s staffed
ICU beds continue to dwindle, health
professionals say it may be only a matter of
time before area hospitals reach capacity.
“We, in a sense, are starting to catch up
with LA,” Cottage Health infectious disease
specialist Dr. David Fisk said. “Our COVID
numbers have gotten so much worse and are
starting to approach rates of hospitalization
and ICU usage like they’re seeing.”
Fisk said that Santa Barbara County
FILLING UP: Health professionals say it’s only a matter of
reaching hospital capacity is “a distinct
time before area hospitals like Marian Regional Medical Center
possibility, if not a probability.”
(pictured), Cottage Hospital, and Lompoc Valley Medical Center
On Dec. 21, the county reported that 102
reach staffed ICU bed capacity.
people were hospitalized due to COVID-19, the
first time that number has been in the triple
four sheriff’s deputies, and four non-sworn staff
digits. Just a week later on Dec. 28, 121 were
members have tested positive, according to the
hospitalized, nearly a 20 percent increase.
Sheriff’s Office.
Cottage Health faced “significant staffing
Among inmates, 95 total have been infected
challenges to continue to man ICU and floor
since March, with six active cases as of Dec. 28.
beds appropriately due to staff being sick from
The current cases are being isolated in negative air
COVID,” Fisk said, and he expects hospitalization
pressure rooms away from the general population,
to only grow following winter holidays.
Sheriff’s Office Public Information Officer Raquel
“We know that hospitalizations lag behind
Zick told the Sun.
diagnoses by a couple of weeks, so given that we’re
As part of the ongoing effort to keep the
seeing so many positive community test results,
jail population low and reduce chances of an
we fully expect hospitalizations to continue to
increase in the coming weeks,” Fisk said. “The fact outbreak, Zick said the jail continues to cite and
release whenever possible, and if not, inmates are
that people have been mixing and mingling more
isolated away from the general population.
with friends and loved ones around the holidays,
For example, the Sheriff’s Office wrote in a
unfortunately, means we’re going to be seeing
Dec. 17 statement that three COVID-19 positive
much greater hospitalizations.”
inmates had recently been booked at the Main Jail.
The county recently shifted from reporting
One inmate known to be positive prior to intake
the total number of beds available to how many
was released, while the other two tested positive
staffed beds are available, a change that Public
during the intake screening process and were
Health Officer Dr. Henning Ansorg said is long
overdue and reveals a more troubling reality about housed in negative air pressure areas.
County Public Health Officer Dr. Henning
what local hospitals are dealing with.
Ansorg
told the Sun that the jail “has done
“The hospital bed, the ventilator, the suction
remarkably well for any institution of that size.”
machine, it’s all very nice equipment, but it’s
“They did scale way down during COVID,”
useless if you don’t have trained staff to utilize
Ansorg said. “They only keep people that are
it,” Ansorg said. “It’s much more important at
necessary. … For a jail to have enough space to
this time to say, if push came to shove, everybody
separate certain [COVID-positive] people is
works double shifts and whatnot, how many ICU
really helpful.”
beds could we actually staff at the moment? That
But, Ansorg continued, “all you need is one case
number is pretty much half of [total beds].”
that goes undetected” for an outbreak to occur.
As of the morning of Dec. 29, Ansorg said
Zick said the jail is now giving a rapid test to
that 12 out of 72 staffed ICU beds were open in
everyone who goes through the intake process,
Santa Barbara County, meaning there’s about 16
which aids in detecting those asymptomatic cases
percent capacity remaining. But that number can
that might otherwise cause an outbreak if housed
turn “on a dime.”
with the general population. Right now, she said,
“Just Cottage Hospital alone has more than
the jail’s negative air pressure housing has enough
70 people hospitalized for COVID,” he said. “So
space for all six of the positive inmate cases
if any of those turn the corner for the worse and
reported as of Dec. 28.
all of a sudden they need to be in the ICU, those
For an inmate to move from the separate
remaining beds can be changed during the day. It’s
housing area to the general population, the jail
a very slim margin.”
follows Centers for Disease Control quarantine
Ansorg pleaded for community members to
protocols, which factor in a combination of
stay vigilant and do their part to slow the spread.
symptoms, testing, and time, Zick said.
“Please, please, please wear your mask,” he said.
The Lompoc federal prison reported six cases
“Don’t gather. I know New Year’s is coming up,
among inmates at the U.S. Penitentiary facility as
but it’s incredibly risky behavior.”
—Malea Martin of Dec. 29, down from 25 on Dec. 15. Ansorg said
that the county Public Health Department does
not get involved with inmate cases at the federal
prison—it can only intercede in cases among staff
who live in the community.
“The federal Bureau of Prisons does not want
any involvement from Public Health, which is
The Santa Barbara County Jail is battling an
tricky,” Ansorg said. “The real estate they are on
outbreak of COVID-19 among staff and inmates,
is actually federal land, so it’s always a gray zone
but county officials say jail officials are doing a
good job at managing it considering the challenges with the jurisdiction.”
that congregate spaces present.
The Bureau of Prisons Public Affairs
Over the course of the pandemic, 75 Sheriff’s
Department did not respond to the Sun’s
Office employees have tested positive for the virus, recent requests for comment on its testing and
with 55 having recovered and returned to work
quarantine protocols.
as of Dec. 28. Since Dec. 14, 17 custody deputies,
—Malea Martin

Santa Barbara County Jail
combats COVID-19 outbreaks
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Solvang city attorney resigns
before council could dismiss him
Former Solvang City Attorney Chip
Wullbrandt resigned on Dec. 18, days prior to
a special meeting on Dec. 21 that agendized his
potential dismissal from the city.
The City Council unanimously accepted
Wullbrandt’s resignation and welcomed a
familiar face as the city’s interim attorney.
Mayor Charlie Uhrig told the Sun that his 2020
campaign and the campaigns of several other
City Council candidates touched upon billing
charges for legal counsel from Price, Postel
& Parma LLP—the law firm Wullbrandt is a
partner of.
“Even prior to any of us filing for candidacy
there was talk about trying to limit the charges,”
Uhrig said. “I know a number of us all ran on
wanting to be able to try and see what we could
do to mitigate those costs.”
Wullbrandt’s contracted hourly rate of
$335 was higher than that of his predecessors.
According to the city’s 2015-16 fiscal year budget,
legal fees amounted to $74,682. Fees grew to
$80,000 in 2018-19. Wullbrandt’s hourly rate
came under fire on April 27, 2020, when the
council received and approved his invoice for
the month, which totaled $57,000—on a nonitemized invoice. Invoices for the months of
January through March totaled nearly $125,000.
“My ultimate goal was to see what we can do
to mitigate the cost of all of the city services,
especially the contract ones,” Uhrig said.
That was why Uhrig called the special
meeting. However he said he didn’t anticipate
Wullbrandt emailing a resignation three days
before the meeting. The city hasn’t made that
email available to the public yet.
The new council, Uhrig said, will continue to
look into the city’s other by-contract services to
analyze the potential for further cost reductions.
Either way, Uhrig said, it would be good for the
council understand Solvang’s current expenses.
After former legal counsel David Fleishman—
from the Atascadero-based firm Hanley &
Fleishman—resigned in May 2019, the city
named Wullbrandt as interim city attorney.
Fleishman is now returning to the city he
formerly served for 21 years.
During the Dec. 21 meeting, Fleishman said
his firm would be charging a rate of $225 an hour
for up to 50 hours of service per month, and $250
an hour for anything more than that, plus $295
an hour for any litigation services.
“The general scope of services based on my
prior experience with the city, I can’t think of
too many months where we exceeded the 50hour level. So I would anticipate that the city
would experience some significant cost savings
almost immediately in the legal services budget
line,” he said.
Wullbrandt leaves Solvang weeks after offering
legal advice on the former council’s decision to
defy Gov. Gavin Newsom’s latest stay-at-home
orders by stating it wouldn’t use city resources to
enforce them in early December. Uhrig and other
new City Council members publicly opposed the
former council’s decision. He told the Sun that
the decision and legal advice, for him, definitely
played a role in wanting to change the city’s
attorney services.
Uhrig said he can’t speak for the entire
council, but he feels that they’re all working
together and doing their best for the city of
Solvang.
“Just trying to move forward and hope that
this coming year we will be a better year than
what we’ve had,” Uhrig said. m
—Karen Garcia

Christmas
Tree Collection

Hello
2021

PASS OR DON’T PAY

n Discarded Christmas trees will be collected at no charge from
the curb on your scheduled trash collection day during the week
of january 4, 2021–january 8, 2021, on residential trash
collection routes. (Charges apply after January 8.)

n Cut-up trees can be placed in green waste containers.
www.cityofsantamaria.org

PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS

city of santa maria residents

n Place your Christmas tree on the curb, at least three feet away
from your trash container, on your scheduled collection day.
Trees must be free of all stands, tinsel, and ornaments. Flocked
trees or artificial trees are not accepted. Collected trees will
be composted.
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QUESTIONS? CALL (805) 925-0951 EXT. 7270

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt
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Adoptable Pets of the Week

Ask us about our
Foster Program

Bella
Age: 4 year
4 months
Breed: Pitbull/
Australian
Shepherd mix
Sex: Female
Weight: 102 lbs.

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

Anyone can help!

Our latest rescue is Emily, an adorable
4 year old female shih-tzu mix. Emily
is absolutely the sweetest dog ever!
Unfortunately
she comes to us
with serious hip
issues and we
are fundraising
as best we can
under these
difficult times.
She needs
$2,500.00 to fix
her hips, and
allow her a pain
free life. Can you
help? Donations
can be made
by PayPal through our website, or mailed
to the PO Box below. Once Emily has her
surgery she will be available for adoption

Emily

Simba
Age: 11 years
9 months
Breed: German
Shepherd
Sex: Male
Weight: 102 lbs.
All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered,
vaccinated and microchipped.

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria

(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org
PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm
AD PROVIDED BY

(805) 937-1766

This ad provided by:

(805) 878-0807
The Maxim in Real Estate

(805) 878-0807
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DEATH NOTICES
NATRA RUTH LUCAS, 49, of Camarillo
passed away 12/6/2020 arrangements with
Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

JOHN G SILVA, 87, of San Luis Obispo
passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements
with Reis Family Mortuary

ARTHUR BRAMAN, 82, of Arroyo Grande
passed away 12/9/2020 arrangements with
Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel

RICHARD JOHN BACCIGALUPPI,
75, passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements with Los Osos Valley Mortuary &
Memorial Park

ANNA MARIE MARSALEK, 95, of San
Luis Obispo passed away 12/12/2020
arrangements with Marshall-Spoo Sunset
Funeral Chapel
JAMES FRANCIS RYAN, 84, of Lompoc
passed away 12/14/2020 arrangements with
Dudley-Hoffman Mortuary, Crematory &
Memory Gardens

PATRICIA WILLIS, 70, of Los Osos
passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements
with Blue Sky Cremation
DOROTHY JOHNSON, 84, of Atascadero
passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements
with Blue Sky Cremation

TOSHIE MEEHAN, 95, passed away
12/14/2020 arrangements with Los Osos
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

RICHARD KENNARD JR., 68, of Paso
Robles passed away 12/20/2020 arrangements with Blue Sky Cremation

MARY LEE ESCALANTE, 76, of San
Luis Obispo passed away 12/14/2020
arrangements with Marshall-Spoo Sunset
Funeral Chapel

RUTH KIERPATRICK, 85, of San Luis
Obispo passed away 12/20/2020 arrangements with Reis Family Mortuary

DOUGLAS A. HALL, 71, of San Luis
Obispo passed away 12/15/2020 arrangements
with
Marshall-Spoo
Sunset
Funeral Chapel
JAMES FLANAGAN JR, 63, of Paso
Robles passed away 12/16/2020 arrangements with Blue Sky Cremation
EDWARD JANIS, 66, of Paso Robles
passed away 12/17/2020 arrangements
with Blue Sky Cremation
FRANKIE JOE MADRID, 60, of Oceano
passed away 12/18/2020 arrangements
with Marshall-Spoo Sunset Funeral Chapel
MARJORIE M. KLOPHER, 100, of
Arroyo Grande passed away 12/18/2020
arrangements with Marshall-Spoo Sunset
Funeral Chapel
ROBERT FRANK TURNER, 72, passed
away 12/18/2020 arrangements with Los
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park
KEVIN PAUL HERTER, 65, passed away
12/18/2020 arrangements with Los Osos
Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park
JEREMY HAMPTON, 60, of Morro Bay
passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements
with Blue Sky Cremation
NEDEGIA
“SYLVIA”
FERREIRA
JOHNS, 78, of Arroyo Grande passed away
12/19/2020 arrangements with MarshallSpoo Sunset Funeral Chapel
CHARLES THOMAS STEPHANIAN, 69,
passed away 12/19/2020 arrangements with
Los Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park

DAVID WILDING, 80, of San Luis Obispo
passed away 12/21/2020 arrangements
with Reis Family Mortuary
BARRY LINDBERG, 64, of Paso Robles
passed away 12/22/2020 arrangements
with Blue Sky Cremation
FRED SMITH, 100, of Cayucos passed
away 12/22/2020 arrangements with Reis
Family Mortuary
ELINORE “JANE” CONLEY, 101, of
Santa Maria passed away 12/22/2020
arrangements
with
Magner-Maloney
Funeral Home & Crematory
MARIA TRINIDAD GALVEZ, 85, of
Santa Maria passed away 12/22/2020
arrangements
with
Dudley-Hoffman
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens
MR. GROVER LINDELL, 87, passed
away 12/22/2020 arrangements with Los
Osos Valley Mortuary & Memorial Park
RICHARD ALLEN PELTON, 83, of
Guadalupe passed away 12/22/2020
arrangements
with
Dudley-Hoffman
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens
MATHILDA “TILLIE” CLAYCAMP, 95,
of Santa Maria passed away 12/23/2020
arrangements
with
Dudley-Hoffman
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens
OLEAN “SUNNY” FLESHMAN, 91,
of Santa Maria passed away 12/24/2020
arrangements
with
Dudley-Hoffman
Mortuary, Crematory & Memory Gardens

OBITUARIES

Want to memorialize
a loved one?
O BITUARIES
Mark your family’s memories

Contact Jennifer at (805) 347-1968, ext. 121
or obituaries@santamariasun.com

We’re here to help. Our obituary
and in memoriam services
are affordable, accessible, and
handled with personal care.
Share your loved one’s story
with the local community in
your local newspaper.
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SPOTLIGHT

NEWS

The
giving
spirit

Vandenberg Top 3
members give back
to community with
gift donation to
Boys & Girls Club,
Marian Regional
Medical Center

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA LIBBON

SPREADING CHEER: These kids from the Boys & Girls Club in Santa Maria were
ecstatic to receive bags of gifts from Vandenberg Top 3 members before Christmas.

BY MALEA MARTIN

V

andenberg Air Force Base service members
brought a little extra holiday cheer to youth at
the Boys & Girls Club and children at Marian
Regional Medical Center in Santa Maria with a
COVID-19 safe gift delivery before Christmas.
For years, Vandenberg has brought more than 100
kids to the base for Operation Kids Christmas, an
event that involves gifts, visits with Santa, arts and
crafts, and more. But for obvious reasons, COVID-19
put a halt to the holiday tradition this year.
Inspired by the spirit behind Operation Kids
Christmas, Vandenberg Top 3 member Peter
Pleasanton had the idea to reach out to local agencies
and find a way to still bring some joy to local
children who might not otherwise have gifts under
the tree. Vandenberg Top 3 is a private organization
with a mission to positively influence and impact
Vandenberg and the local community.
“The way we ran the private organization had
to change because of COVID: the way we held
meetings, the way we did a lot of things around
base,” Pleasanton said. “But we didn’t want,
because of fear, to avoid trying to give back to the
community. So we started looking at, how can we?
Is there any way that we can create some Christmas
cheer in a time that it’s escaping us a bit?”
That’s when the Vandenberg Top 3 members got
in contact with Boys & Girls Club Administrator of
Programs and Services Anna Libbon. Pleasanton
and a few other members dropped off dozens of
bags of gifts at the Boys & Girls Club’s Santa Maria
location, and Libbon then took extras over to its
Guadalupe location. The members also brought 15
$50 gift cards for the teens at the club.
“A lot of times what happens is the teens kind of
miss out because everyone’s so focused on the young
children,” Libbon said. “We do have teens here
that are very needy and would definitely appreciate
something like that.”
The members additionally sponsored a family in
need with a $100 gift certificate.
Pleasanton said that going into the holiday
season, Vandenberg Top 3 “didn’t have a whole
lot of funding as a private org, because our main
fundraisers kind of dried up due to COVID.”
But by working with one of the main
coordinators for Operation Kids Christmas,
Paulette Taylor, Pleasanton and his fellow organizers
were able to gather enough gifts to put some smiles
on the faces of Boys & Girls Club members.
“She was able to get me in touch with some of the
leftover gifts that we hadn’t passed out for the years
past,” he said. “She was still getting contacted by all
these vendors. They kept sending her some items. …
So that’s how we collected the amount of stuff that
we did for the Boys & Girls Club.”
In order to comply with COVID-19 safety
requirements, the gift drop-off was quick and
socially distanced.
“When I coordinated with the agency they said,
OK, we’ll take your temperature and make sure
everyone is wearing masks, keeping our distance,

hand sanitizer before and after, and that’s what
we did,” Pleasanton said. “Much to our pleasant
surprise, some of the kiddos asked if they could
take pictures with us. We kept our distance and
took a couple snaps. The kids made a nice card for
us, which was really cute. It was great.”
The airmen then made their way to Marian
Regional Medical Center, where they presented
hospitalized children with stuffed animals to make
their stay a bit brighter. Pleasanton worked with
the hospital’s foundation to make sure the stuffed
animals were clean and safe to donate.
“They said yes, absolutely,” he said. “They were
very gracious.”
For Pleasanton and the other Vandenberg Top
3 members who made the gift donation possible,
it was a moment of joy to round out an otherwise
challenging year.
“With all the chatter around COVID, there are
a lot of comments of people just feeling down and
out, like, ‘Oh gosh, what a 2020 it’s been.’ Not even
making jokes about it—just flat-out saying they
don’t feel like it’s Christmas,” Pleasanton said. “A lot
of people aren’t able to see family, they’re not able to
travel as much, and it felt great to think that maybe
we had the opportunity to actively create that holiday
cheer and lift some spirits.”

Highlights
• Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
of Santa Barbara County’s annual Christmas
Wishes gift drive saw record-breaking donations
this year, according to a Dec. 22 announcement
from CASA. The Christmas Wishes gift drive has
been around for more than 14 years, but this year
saw unprecedented need, CASA Executive Director
Kim Colby Davis said in a statement. “We have
been overwhelmed with the community’s response
to this year’s event,” Davis said. CASA worked in
collaboration with Child Welfare Services and other
partner agencies “to fill the ‘Christmas Wishes’ of
every child in the court’s care due to abuse, neglect,
or abandonment,” the statement added.
• The city of Lompoc announced the winners
of the Lompoc Beautification and Appearance
Commission’s Holiday Decoration Contest, giving
out titles to both residential and nonresidential
decorators. La Purisima School won best overall in
the nonresidential category, while The Box Shop
won first place, The Green House second, and
Lompoc Fuel third. “The commission would like
to thank everyone who took the time to put up
lights and nominate their friends and neighbors,”
city officials said in a statement. “Unfortunately,
due to COVID, the contest had to be scaled back
this year and the judging handled in a new way.
However, the showing of holiday spirit in Lompoc
was impressive, as always.” m
Staff Writer Malea Martin wrote this week’s Spotlight.
Send hot tips about businesses, nonprofits, and good
samaritans to spotlight@santamariasun.com.

Bring on 2021
As 2020 comes to a close, the Sun looks back
at some of last year’s big stories
BY SUN STAFF

T

urns out, so much happened in 2020 that we really don’t have space to cover it all. As we all
know, the COVID-19 pandemic is the big story, with social and political tensions taking
a close second. Although California also had a record fire season in 2020, Santa Barbara
County thankfully didn’t. Santa Maria made the national news for a violent incident after
the election between Trump advocates and the opposition, the Santa Maria Joint Union High
School District gave out more failing grades than it did the previous school year, and the wine
industry battled over a proposed business improvement district that was ultimately withdrawn.
Plus, we are still reeling in the uncertainty of the pandemic—in its effects on the health
care and education systems, the economy, everyday normalcy, and those whom COVID-19
infected. Who knows what 2021 will bring, but I think we’re all looking forward to it.
—Camillia Lanham

2020
Year in
Review

COVID-19

Striking for change

You can’t talk about 2020 without mentioning the COVID-19 pandemic, which started its tour
of the Central Coast in late February. As toilet paper and dry goods disappeared off store shelves,
Santa Barbara County and the state issued mandatory stay-at-home orders and closed schools to inperson education, restaurants were relegated to to-go orders only, and many businesses were forced
to close their doors. Masks became mandatory, as did social distancing, and local governments
struggled with how to stem the spread. As of Dec. 28, the county had 16,265 confirmed positive
cases since the beginning of the pandemic, with 153 total deaths. Outbreaks impacted congregate
living, with correctional facilities, senior care centers, and H-2A living situations all experiencing
major coronavirus outbreaks and deaths. School districts and the Foodbank of Santa Barbara
County stepped up to keep the community fed, local governments wrestled with decreased
revenues, some businesses closed permanently, cases of domestic violence increased, and the pitfalls
of virtual education impacted local school districts and students. The year is ending with renewed
stay-at-home orders firmly in place and a pandemic surge that’s expected to last into the new year.
—Camillia Lanham

Santa Maria farmworkers demanded, petitioned for, and secured a raise and safer working
conditions amid COVID-19 this year. Their action started in early May, when more than 100
workers at Rancho Laguna Farms went on strike to demand better wages. They later alleged that
the strike led to unfair retaliation, so a few weeks later, workers rose up again. Their petition
demanded that Driscoll’s, the company Rancho Laguna supplies, take responsibility for unsafe
working conditions that workers said they experienced. What started as a petition with 75
workers’ signatures turned into a viral online movement with more than 60,000 signatures.
Driscoll’s accepted the petition, and Rancho Laguna owner Larry Ferini agreed to sit down with
workers and negotiate. On June 22, workers received a raise to $2.10 per box of strawberries after
meeting with Ferini, and Rancho Laguna also pledged to implement communication training
for foremen and supervisors and to triple the amount of shade so workers could properly social
distance during breaks.
—Malea Martin

Sick behind bars

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF LOMPOC PRISON RALLY ORGANIZERS

When COVID-19 first found
its way to the Central Coast,
it didn’t take long for jails and
prisons to become a hotbed for
contagion. In just a few weeks,
an outbreak at the Lompoc
Penitentiary went from the
worst in the county to the
worst among all federal prisons
in the United States in early
May. More than 1,000 inmates
were infected, with 75 percent
testing positive in the facility
that implemented universal
testing. Lawyers from Bird
Marella P.C., the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
and the Prison Law Office,
representing inmates in a class
action lawsuit, made the case
that Lompoc prison leadership
did not make full use of its ability to release prisoners into home confinement—and both a court
order and federal inspection agreed in July. Lompoc prison wasn’t the only correctional facility to
face legal action this year: The Santa Barbara County Jail reached a settlement in the years-long class
action lawsuit led by Disability Rights California, the Prison Law Office, and King & Spalding LLP
in July. These legal firms represented hundreds of incarcerated people to address what they called
“dangerous and unconstitutional conditions at the jail.”
—Malea Martin

Projects pulled

FILE PHOTO BY MALEA MARTIN

Just days before Santa
Barbara County came to a
grinding halt from COVID-19,
community members in early
March gathered to protest
the expansion of oil drilling
in Cat Canyon. The March 4
rally took place before a public
health community meeting, a
hearing held by the California
Geologic Energy Management
Division (CalGEM) to gauge
local opinions and perspectives
on oil drilling. Organized by
climate-concerned groups,
the pre-hearing rally included
students, activists, and
community leaders. At the time, there were three large-scale oil and gas projects proposed in the
Cat Canyon oil field. But by late March, PetroRock pulled its proposed plans to develop 231 new
wells in the Cat Canyon oil field. Two months later, Aera Energy withdrew its application for the
East Cat Canyon project, citing a combination of historically low oil prices and uncertainty of the
permit process, an Aera Energy representative said at the time. While the third company, Terracore,
initially said it would push ahead with its plans, by early November it too withdrew its application.
—Malea Martin

Political unrest

FILE PHOTO BY MALEA MARTIN

Peaceful protesters in
Santa Maria joined cities
on the Central Coast and
nationwide in late May to
protest police brutality due
to Minneapolis resident
George Floyd’s death after
being in police custody.
After a night of unrest
following the protests,
Mayor Alice Patino set
an emergency citywide
curfew. In the months
that followed, the lawn
in front of Santa Maria
City Hall served as the
spot for multiple protests,
rallies, and marches for
locals speaking out against
racial injustice—often
met with opposition from
community members
bearing Trump flags and
red MAGA hats. The
nationwide political tension
came to a head on Nov. 3,
when President Donald
Trump was voted out of
office—President-elect
Joe Biden received more
popular votes than any
candidate before him. An
unprecedented 90 percent
of Santa Barbara County voters cast their ballots by mail. Democrat Salud Carbajal held on to his
24th District position in the House of Representatives in a win over Republican Andy Caldwell.
Local City Council races saw multiple incumbents hold on to their seats, but a number of fresh
faces also took the dais.
—Malea Martin

Unemployed and uncertain
With the onset of the pandemic came one of the most rapid increases in unemployment that
California’s Employment Development Department (EDD) has ever seen. In March, county
residents filed 17,246 new claims—a 963 percent increase year over year. For every new claim made
in March last year, county residents made 10 this year. It soon became clear that the EDD was
not equipped to manage the sudden spike in unemployment applications. Central Coast elected
officials said in early May that they were devoting a large portion of their staff time to helping
their constituents troubleshoot the overwhelmed system. “In the last four days we’ve gotten over
500 contacts from constituents having issues with EDD,” Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham
(R-San Luis Obispo) said at the time. “It never really operated well, even before this crisis.” Flash
forward nine months into the pandemic, and things were beginning to look up: The unemployment
rate dropped to 5.8 percent in November, down from 13.9 percent in April. But as November came
to a close, Santa Barbara county again found itself in the midst of a shutdown, with new state stayat-home orders reclosing indoor and outdoor dining as well as nonessential economic sectors.
—Malea Martin
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Controversial Solvang
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Showcase how your
business lends a helping
hand to the community
in the annual Volunteers
special issue.

Promote your beauty,
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offerings in this year’s
Health & Wellness
special issue.
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The city of Solvang started off
its year by scrapping the Board of
Architectural Review. The council
took issue with the group, citing
inconsistencies and outdated city
design guidelines. Despite public
opposition, the city established the
Branding and Design Committee
to take its place. During the
summer, some members of the
public decried Councilmember
Chris Djernaes because of his
opposition to renewing The
Solvang Trolley and Carriage
Company’s one-year license. The
heated July 22 agenda item ended
with a broken gavel, approval
of the Solvang Trolley renewal,
and Djernaes storming out of
the meeting. That “disrespect,”
according to a citizen-led group, is
what prompted them to organize
a petition to recall Djernaes and
place the recall proposition on the
Nov. 3 ballot. It passed. To end the
year, the council disregarded Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s most recent stayat-home order by telling business
owners it would not use city
resources to enforce new orders
and would continue to observe purple tier restrictions. When the newly voted-in council members
and mayor attended their first council meeting on Dec. 9, they called out the former council’s decision
to defy state orders, saying it was a “poor decision.” Then, on Dec. 18, City Attorney Chip Wullbrant
resigned following questions about his compensation.
—Karen Garcia
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF BUSY BEE’S ORGANICS
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A still budding industry
Californians voted to legalize the cultivation and sale of recreational marijuana in 2016, but in
Santa Barbara County, leaders and residents are still working out the operational kinks of the new
industry. Despite the various concerns raised by the county’s outspoken anti-cannabis crowd—largely
made up of local vintners who worry about a lack of water to go around and the impacts marijuana
odors and terpenes could have on nearby tasting rooms and vineyards—several big cannabis grows
were approved by the Board of Supervisors throughout the year. In April, the Santa Barbara Coalition
for Responsible Cannabis sued the county over its approval of a Santa Ynez Valley cannabis farm
operated by Busy Bee’s Organics. The Coalition for Responsible Cannabis has long complained that
a number of the marijuana industry’s impacts on the environment were not fully understood or
considered prior to the passage of the county’s cannabis ordinance in 2018. Then in June, the Santa
Barbara County grand jury released a scathing report echoing opponents’ concerns and criticizing
county officials for prioritizing the local cannabis industry over the needs and concerns of their
constituents. A few weeks later, the Board of Supervisors approved an extensive list of regulations
further limiting where cannabis farms can operate in the county, including a ban on cannabis
cultivation in existing developed rural neighborhoods like Tepusquet Canyon east of Santa Maria.
Those regulations won’t, however, impact a cannabis storefront coming soon to Orcutt, which county
staff and residents are still working to select. m
—Kasey Bubnash

CANARY 10

Online Poll

What are you hoping for this
holiday season?
53% That people start taking the pandemic
more seriously.
23% For the state to stop shutting down
businesses.
16% More vaccine doses on the Central Coast,
ASAP.
8% To see a small circle of my loved ones and
stay safe.

13 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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Looking
forward

It’s a new era in Lompoc
for district-based appointed
commission representation
BY RON FINK

A

s 2020 comes to an end, it’s time to look
forward. This year was one of the most
chaotic of any in my adult life. Hopefully, the
problems caused by a disease pass by and we can
return to what was normal before politicians got
into the doctoring business.
In September 2017, the Lompoc City Council
agreed to divide the city into four political
districts; each would have the same number of
registered voters and was the result of a citizen
complaint on April 25, 2017, alleging that the
California Voters Rights Act was being violated. It’s
interesting to note that neither of the complainants
has since applied to serve on any city commission
nor have they run for office.
This year’s election completed the conversion to
district representation, so the next logical step was
to assure that each district had equal representation
on the various commissions to which council
members make direct appointments.
On Dec. 1, Mayor Jenelle Osborne initiated a
council request to have a discussion on the issue.
Councilman Victor Vega had been a very vocal
advocate for encouraging people to run for office or
serve on commissions, however he couldn’t bring
himself to second or even third Osborne’s motion.
On Dec. 15, the city attorney provided a
recommendation on how the City Council could
proceed with revisions to the appointment method
and structure of city commissions.
The discussion was spirited; Councilman
Dirk Starbuck started the discussion by saying
that “it’s hard to get people to come in for these

COMMENTARY
commissions”; he was right because while the
public often complains about government, few
want to commit themselves to serve. But just
because something is “hard” doesn’t mean it
shouldn’t be done.
Councilwoman Gilda Cordova spoke of her
experience on the Economic Development
Committee and said that she was discouraged
by the way the council had disrespected her and
other committee members’ input during joint
council/committee meetings.
Maybe that’s why it’s hard to find people willing
to serve. I have spoken with other commission
members who resigned because of the same
issue—their work and recommendations were
ignored by the City Council.
Starbuck also pointed out that the districts
will be changed in August 2021 once the census is
completed. So it would mean that appointments
made in the early part of the year may conflict
with the geographic boundaries of the new council
districts.
Councilman Jeremy Ball made the point that in
his district he had at least two prospective applicants
of various ethnic groups for several commissions.
He also made the point that he expended
considerable time and effort to connect with the
people of his district and that allowed him to have a
“hyper focus” on his district’s unique needs.
Mayor Osborne felt that aggressively seeking
out commission applicants would give more
people an opportunity to experience government
and nurture a future council candidate pool, and
having representatives from each district could lead
to a more unified community. One way to make
the process a little easier would be to reduce the
number of commissions so that fewer people would
be needed. The council should take this under
advisement at a future meeting.
The mayor also suggested that if the council
couldn’t find interested candidates, then perhaps a
case could be made that the district representation
system wasn’t working in a small community like
Lompoc.
Councilman Vega pointed out that district
representation was brought via threatened litigation
and was not designed to unite the community but
divide it—and that maybe it works in a large city

but not in a city of about 19,000 registered voters. I
can’t argue with that assessment.
However, I could not agree with his assertion
that this effort was simply a power play to
dominate the Planning Commission or any other
commission. Maybe he should try to actively
recruit applicants from the 1,500 people who voted
for him in the 2018 election.
It should be noted that based on a spreadsheet
provided by the city attorney, no one from Vega’s
2nd District serves on any direct appointment
commission. If he really believed that more people
should serve, why hasn’t he reached out to his
constituents and encouraged them to apply for
open positions in the last two years?
After a one-hour discussion, Mayor
Osborne made the motion to convert to district
representation for several of the commissions to be
effective March 15, 2021. With only Councilmen
Starbuck and Vega objecting, the motion passed 3-2.
Based on my own 23 years of experience serving
as an appointed commissioner, I could tell you
that if you choose to serve you will have a better
understanding of how the city works. For example,
if you served on the Utility Commission you would
learn how utility fee rates are determined and just
exactly how much work it takes to provide drinking
water, power, waste removal, and all the other
services of the city’s Utility Department.
I would urge you to apply for one of the several
city commissions; vacancies will exist, and you
can quickly find out what positions are open
by checking the city clerk’s page and clicking
on “advisory bodies”; this will lead you to the
vacancies list and the application forms.
To sum this discussion up, it appears that
the focus of the council has shifted to a new
era in Lompoc politics by responding to legal
requirements rather than going rogue. ❍
Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send your
thoughts, comments, and opinionated letters to
letters@santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
State Parks’ survey was phony

After years of ignoring Oceano, State Parks
Off-Highway Vehicle Division distributed a flyer
to Oceano homeowners with their water bills
from the Oceano Community Services District.
It advertises a survey about the Public Works Plan
for the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation
Area (ODSVRA). State Parks Director Armando
Quintero and Deputy Secretary for Ocean and
Coastal Policy Mark Gold promised a final draft of
the Public Works Plan for the middle of December
2020. This survey was due three years ago, not a
week before the deadline of the Public Works Plan.
Clearly, State Parks again has no intention
of completing any plan. Besides, the survey is
highly flawed. Renters in Oceano do not receive
water bills. How will they be notified of the
survey? People with multiple email addresses can
complete the survey multiple times. Residents
of Chicago and Beijing using a local ZIP code
can complete the survey, too. Some questions
are openly biased: “What community do you
live in?” Options include Santa Maria but not
Nipomo. Obviously State Parks doesn’t want to
hear Nipomo residents complain about the air
pollution it causes. Other questions combine the
State Vehicular Recreation Area and Pismo Beach
so that people who visit only the vehicle free beach
and not the OHV end up supporting State Parks’
claim that millions of people visit the ODSVRA.
This survey is unscientific and unreliable. We
request a survey be conducted by a reputable,
independent agency.

Lucia Casalinuovo
president
Oceano Beach Community Association
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Real struggles
A

Give A Child The Gift Of Hope.
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our communities most vulnerable youth.
Apply today at SBCASA.org
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JDX PHARMACY

Full service pharmacy and medical equipment
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s our cases climb and our ICUs fill, I wonder
if our elected officials are still oozing with
desire to be separated from the Southern
California region on the state’s regional
COVID-19 map for stay-athome orders.
Because either way, it
looks like Santa Barbara
County hospitals are
heading for a showdown
with the pandemic. Cottage
Health infectious disease
specialist Dr. David Fisk
seems to think that the
county reaching hospital
capacity is “a distinct
possibility.” He also
said that Cottage Health
struggled to man ICU and
regular beds over the holiday weekend, “due to
staff being sick from COVID.”
County Public Health Officer Dr. Henning
Ansorg said that only 12 out of 72 staffed ICU
beds were open in the county as of Dec. 29—16
percent capacity. But it’s really only 12 beds. The
county has 631 total hospital beds with 360 in
use, 121 for COVID-19, according to the Santa
Barbara County Public Health Department’s
Community Dashboard.
Ansorg told the Sun that 200 to 300 people per
day are testing positive. Since my last column,
which was a week ago, another 2,000 or more
people tested positive for COVID-19 in the
county.
Those 2,000 people who tested positive in
the last week likely aren’t among those who
were infected over the Christmas holiday
weekend. We all know that the county and state
COVID-19 testing and reporting process has a
significant lag time.
With 10 percent of those 2,000 cases expected
to end up in the hospital over the next couple of
weeks, that means at least 200 people will make
their way into a hospital bed due to COVID-19.
Not all of those will need ICU care, but even if
it’s only the expected 10 percent of hospitalized
folks who need intensive care—we need at least
20 available ICU beds in the county specifically
for COVID-19 patients. That doesn’t count heart
attack, car accident, and stroke victims. We
currently have 12.
And the Los Angeles region has nothing left.
They have zero ICU beds available and zero
hospital beds available. Hospitals are running
low on oxygen, turning away ambulances,
putting patients in gift shops (according to the
LA Times). That worst case scenario we’ve been
trying to avoid for most of 2020 is upon us.
Whether we have pandemic fatigue or not.
What does that mean? What can we do about
it?
“Please, please, please wear your mask,”
Ansorg said. “Don’t gather. I know New Year’s is
coming up, but it’s incredibly risky behavior.”
It’s risky not just for yourself—but for everyone
in the community. As ICU beds dwindle
alongside hospital staff’s ability to adequately
care for patients, it leaves us with the potential for
people who need care to be left without it.
The questions everyone has grappled with
for most of 2020 have come down to a choice
between physical health or mental and economic
health for ourselves and our community. If 2020
has taught us anything, it’s that these aren’t
simple decisions. They are difficult, with pros and
cons that can devastate us, that have devastated
us. Whatever we choose, the consequences are
real for the one we decided against.
And now’s the time to make yet another
choice. m
The canary is rooting for Santa Barbara County.
Send comments to canary@santamariasun.com.

Connections
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A Message from Michael Boyer
Chief Executive Officer



This year has been challenging for all of us — especially for those families who were already struggling. The pandemic has heightened the critical
situations for families already living paycheck to
paycheck. Those in the greatest need were hit the
hardest and left overwhelmed by job loss, hunger,
and the impact of kids missing months of school.
Without Clubs, a generation of young,
hopeful lives could be left behind. Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid Central Coast has
been a valuable partner in helping kids succeed for over 54 years. But this
year, achieving means even more: it means surviving.
Thanks to you, our Clubs adapted their services to help in new ways, and we
couldn't have done it without you. But as COVID-19 carries on across the
country, so does the need for food, childcare, necessary supplies, and the
educational support kids require to build better futures. It's our responsibility to
do all we can. Children right here in our communities need your help NOW.
Our Clubs urgently need your support today. Without you, we won't have the
means to provide programs to vulnerable kids, families, and communities. Your
gift will go straight to work helping our 12 Clubs serve each community
according to their unique needs — kid by kid and neighborhood by
neighborhood. Support from friends like you will help Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid
Central Coast provide critical services such as:




Full-day distance learning program supporting kids and their families
Healthy meals and snacks for kids who can be active and safely socialize
with their peers
Transforming Clubs into distance learning centers with tutors and access
to computers and Wi-Fi

805-922-0578
2255 S. Broadway
Santa Maria
flowercarriage.net
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Our traditional programs of arts, sports, and STEM activities

This extra support can't continue without immediate extra resources. We CAN do
this — but not without you. Our Clubs need additional staff and supplies to put these
programs into action.
We recently asked our Club members for their Santa Wish List. Instead of toys and
electronics, many of our kids asked for basics like socks, sweaters, and warm clothing. Most of our teens asked for gift cards to a local discount grocery store. Children
are asking for basic items that their families are struggling to supply.
Thanks to you, our Clubs are there to nourish young lives with more than food and
academics. Our caring teams continue to call Club kids weekly during this crisis, and
online meetups of Club kids keep them in touch with friends. Your support helps
Clubs act as a safety net for children. Not just for their futures, but also for their present.
Make a difference, kid by kid. Right now, it's critical that we work together to make
sure children and communities come out of this time stronger than ever. Clubs can't
do it without you. Kid by kid, you help build better futures. Your gift today is absolutely necessary to answer the call for help. Please support their great futures now.

Make your donation today at
bit.ly/helpBGCMCCkids.
Sincerely,

Michael Boyer
Chief Executive Officer

JDX PHARMACY

Scan to Give

805-922-1747
1504 S. Broadway
Santa Maria
www.healthmart.com

Partnership Highlight- Justin Vineyards & Winery
The Wonderful Company announced the recipients of the JUSTIN and Landmark
Community Grants programs. Nineteen non-profit organizations and schools in San Luis
Obispo and Sonoma Counties, including Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid Central Coast, will
receive funding from its COVID-19 and fire relief fund. Stewart and Lynda Resnick
established a $1 million COVID-19 relief fund in August 2020 to support local programs,
services, and resources in California’s Central Valley. In October, they added over
$500,000 to assist organizations in San Luis Obispo and Sonoma Counties
organizations. Non-profit organizations and schools that demonstrate community impact
were eligible to apply for funding.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid Central Coast is thrilled to be the recipient of a $50,000 grant to support COVID-19 relief operations. We
are so grateful to have such incredible local partners who believe in
supporting their local youth. This gift will provide high-quality programming for local children and teens who need us the most. This
grant will offset the increased expenses to run Boys & Girls Clubs
programming following CDC guidelines.

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt
805-937-5340 • www.orcutt76.com

Chief Volunteer Officer: Nadine Sullivan
Vice Chair: Daniel Hinden
Secretary: Gene Runkle
Treasurer: Sandy Leyva
Immediate Past Chair: Conrad Stephens
Board Members: Sue Andersen, Allison Borja,
Linda Cordero, David Cox, Audrey Dodd, Shannon Elliott,
Dr. Maria Escobedo, Donna France, Eric Hallin, Dan
Lillard, Tim Murphy, Debbie Perrault, Juan Ramirez,
Janet Rhoades, Sue Runkle, Brooks Wise
Tom Martinez: President
Chris Daniels: Vice President
Craig Bernard: Treasurer
Pegge Hesse: Secretary
Bob Engel, Susan Moats, Alex Simas, Craig Stephens,
Cameron Stephens, and Tim Murphy: Club Liaison

805-922-1726
3217 Terminal Drive
Santa Maria
www.santamariaairport.com
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MELBY’S JEWELERS
1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190, Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678
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332-3152
115 W Clark Ave., Orcutt
430-8396
115 W Ocean Ave., Lompoc
deaseesboutique.com

Celebrating 15 Years
on the Central Coast!
PODS® Tri-Counties
Storage Center:
3042 Industrial Parkway, Suite 106
Santa Maria

805-644-6503
www.mylocalpods.com

805-608-3847
2520 Skyway Dr. #A
Santa Maria
kelsi@vippestsolutions.com

(805) 922-7866
307 Town Center East

(lower level next to Macy’s)

Santa Maria, CA
Store Hours: Tues~Fri 7:30am~7pm, Sat 7:30am~6pm, Sun 11am~5pm, Closed on Mondays

GinasPieceofCake.com
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Please make a gift today to support the lifechanging services the Club provides. When
you do, you’ll know that you aren’t just
making a donation. You’re changing a
child’s life.
Founded in 1966, the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Mid Central Coast is looking for a minimum of 66
members to commit a monthly gift of $66, helping us
raise over $52,000 annually to help the 2,700 + children and teens that attend one of our twelve Clubs
daily. It's the easiest and best way to offer dependable programs to local youth.
WHY BE A MEMBER? For a monthly gift of $66 you will
be providing:
 Educational activities and mentoring for children
who would otherwise be left alone .
 Mentors for children who need a supportive and
caring adult who will listen, encourage, and celebrate their successes.
 Daily Meals for Club Members

WHAT DO MEMBERSHIPS INCLUDE?
The knowledge that for about the
same daily amount as a cup of coffee, you are providing a safe place
for local children to grow and thrive.
Help local children and teens by joining Club 66. To register for Club

66, go toBGCCentralCoast.org

805-925-8711 or 805-734-4355
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com
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Boys & Girls of Mid
Central Coast
partnered with
local foodbanks
and helped
distribute
food & necessities
to over 1,200
families weekly.

805-714-6933
HWY 101 & Stowell Road
Santa Maria
Find us on Facebook!

Tom Maas Clubhouse, Paso Robles

For information contact Alanna at 805-354-7433

(805) 367-5027
2011 Preisker Lane A
Santa Maria
jacksplumbing.net

Oxnard
Paso Robles
Santa Maria
CalCoastMachinery.com
www.santamariasun.com • December 31, 2020 - January 7, 2021 • Sun • 17

2021 Serving Local Children and Teens for 55 Years

At Boys & Girls Clubs, we never take a single approach when it comes to helping kids succeed.
We believe it takes a safe environment, skilled staff and high-quality programs to ensure kids have a great future. For more
than 55 years, Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid Central Coast have relentlessly provided young people with the guidance to be
innovative, brave and confident. We are boys & girls & tech & tutoring & fitness & arts & music and so much more.

2 locations to serve you
1565 S. Broadway in Santa Maria
1816 N. Broadway in Santa Maria
Locally owned by Martin & Debi Testa
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805-922-6657
830 East Chapel Street
Santa Maria

THANKYOU!
YOU!
THANK
from

805-574-1200

207 Station Way, Arroyo Grande

805-925-1440

www.centralcoastoms.com

2151 S. College Dr. Ste 104
Santa Maria

from

(805) 922-4282
230 E. Betteravia Road Ste K
Santa Maria
www.santamariasun.com • December 31, 2020 - January 7, 2021 • Sun • 19

805-922-7163
bgccentralcoast.org
info@bgccentralcoast.org
@bgccentralcoast.org

SAKE

SUSHI

#1

805-922-9900

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria

SUSHI 805
805-489-3839

Sake Sushi#2
805-736-8899

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
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805-928-4108
225 E. Main St., Santa Maria
fischersjewelry@verizon.net

Thank you so much for your dedication to the kids in our community. During this challenging year, you helped
Boys & Girls Clubs of Mid Central Coast provide kids and families with the food, supplies and educational tools they desperately needed.
Your generous support has done so much, but many families in our community are still reeling from the crisis, with lost
jobs, little money and no school meals. They need your help to build back and thrive. From warm meals to online tutoring,
you can bring them hope.
I hope you’ll make a life-changing difference again with a special tax-deductible gift today. In the spirit of giving, please
make your year-end donation to help children right here in our community have a bright future. Thank you and happy
holidays! Make your donation today at bit.ly/helpBGCMCCkids or use the QR code.

Scan to Give

805-347-4444
1311 South Miller Street, Suite 201
Santa Maria
CentralCoastOrthodontics.com
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1-866-497-5776
The Meadows at Rice Ranch
The Groves at RiceRanch Orcutt
DRE#: 01266964

sales@ccb1.net
https://www.coastalcommunitybuilders.com
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DEC. 31, 2020 –

NOTE: Most venues are
canceling or postponing events
due to concerns about the
spread of COVID-19. Please
check with venues to make
sure that scheduled events are
still, in fact, happening, and
most of all, stay safe!

JAN. 7, 2021

NEW YEAR, NEW VIEWS

Gallery Los Olivos presents its latest group exhibition, Winter
Salon, in person as well as online at gallerylosolivosonline.
faso.com, through Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021. This annual salonstyle exhibit showcases works from more than 50 artists,
including Britt Friedman, Patti Robbins, and Martha Inman
Lorch. Call (805) 688-7517 for more details. The gallery is
located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.
—Caleb Wiseblood
COURTESY IMAGE BY BRITT FRIEDMAN/COURTESY OF GALLERY LOS OLIVOS

ARTS

ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 800 S.
College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

THE ART OF FACE MASKS: VIRTUAL EXHIBIT This
group show reunites several artists from the museum’s
2019 exhibit, The Art of Dress, including Georganne Alex,
Carole Coduti, Gwen Samuels, and others. ongoing Free.
artoffacemasks.com. Elverhoj Museum of History and
Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

A MIGHTY OAK: PERMANENT EXHIBIT ONLINE
Depicts the habitat around a Valley oak–one of the largest
and old trees found in our area. View the artwork online.
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SB COUNTY AND BEYOND Photographic landscapes
by George Rose. View online. ongoing Free. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: INSPIRED BY NATURE View the
exhibit online. Features photography by 29 Solvang School
Yearbook and Media students. The students, grades 7 – 8,
were inspired by philosopher Henry David Thoreau’s quote:
“All good things are wild and free.” ongoing Free. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

WINTER SALON: ANNUAL GROUP SHOW Over 50
artists display all fine art mediums hung floor to ceiling,
“salon style”. Features all sizes, all subjects, framed,
unframed, etc. Through Jan. 31, 2021 GalleryLosOlivos.
com. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos,
805-688-7517.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

MUSIC LESSONS AT COELHO Call or go
online for the Academy’s current offerings.
The Academy offers private lessons by
the hour or half hour for all age groups
and ability. ongoing 805-925-0464.
coelhomusic.com. Coelho Academy of
Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.
PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams
live on PCPA’s Instagram every Thursday
and spotlights a different thespian guest each
week. Hosted by Erik Stein. Thursdays, 3:30
p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory
Theatre, 800 S. College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.
PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses
our students’ learning to serve children and parents who
are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock College
and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to bring a love
of stories and language to people right in their homes.

SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY: BOOK CLUB
OVER THE PHONE A teleconference book discussion
group, meets on the first Tuesday of each month. For
more information email jgaytan@cityofsantamaria.org
First Tuesday of every month, 2-3 p.m. 805-925-0994.
cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/departments/library.
SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every Tuesday sit
down with one of our technical staff and learn about the ins
and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive with our host Erik
Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory
Theatre, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.
WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL CLASSES Check Wine
and Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of virtual
classes online, for various ages. Also offering kids camps
for summer. ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt.
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school
drama students. Check site or call for more info.
ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 800
S. College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.
WRITING CLUB TO GO: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC
LIBRARY The writing club is designed for students up
through grade 12. The writing packs include a journal, and
a variety of activities to both ease the pressure of writing
and to inspire young authors. Registration required. Dec.
31 and Jan. 2 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org.
SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP FOR AGES 5-6,
FOR AGES 7-12, AND FOR ADULTS Each
week we will combine two or more mediums
in several pieces. We will work with
watercolor, acrylic, ink, pastels, charcoal,

as well as various printmaking techniques in the course
of a month. Maximum of 5 guests per age group. Preregistration and masks required. Mondays, Wednesdays,
1:30-3 p.m. $25. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative Community,
1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAMBRIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS: VIRTUAL
EXHIBIT WITH PLEIN AIR PAINTERS A call for artists.
Contact the Gallery Director for questions (gallery@
cambriacenterforthearts.org). Jan. 9-Feb. 28 Free; entry
fees vary. 805-434-7060. gallery@cambriacenterforthearts.
org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

JORDAN QUINTERO: COAST RANGES An exhibition
of recent work by Central Coast artist and designer
Jordan Quintero. In this evocative new series, he
explores the California landscape in oil paint, transparent
varnish, and pyrography on hand built wood panels.
Mondays-Sundays, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. through Dec. 31 Free.
805-545-5401. jordanquintero.com. Big Sky Cafe, 1121
Broad Street, San Luis Obispo.
THE LINK BETWEEN MAN AND NATURE An art
show benefiting NatureTrack, whose mission is to instill
young students with leadership skills, attitudes, and
habits for lifelong learning, and to inspire them to be
respectful stewards of our natural world. Through Jan.
1, 2021 Free. 805-252-1100. oakgroup.org/. Online,
See website, San Luis Obispo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 2021
Stream entertaining musicals, comedies, dramas,
and documentaries that explore Jewish life around the
world. Also features filmmaker conversations and other
free live-stream events each week. Jan. 7, 7 p.m. $10$50. 805-426-5465. slojff.com/. Online, See website,
San Luis Obispo.

SLOMA: WEEKLY ART PROJECTS Kids can enjoy
new activities from home (posted online every Monday).
Mondays sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 543-8562.

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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VIRTUAL ART AFTER DARK Tune into Facebook to
see what local artists are up to. First Friday of every
month Free. facebook.com/artsobispo. Downtown SLO,
Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY Every Friday, we publish our
Virtual Art Gallery to our blog and newsletter. Featuring
artworks from customers and the community. Fridays, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.
com/category/gallery-exhibits/virtual-gallery/. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
VIRTUAL OPEN STUDIOS ART TOUR Visit ARTS
Obispo’s Facebook page to view works from several local
artists and artisans. Free. facebook.com/artsobispo.
Downtown SLO, Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.
WINTER SNOWFLAKE CERAMIC CLASS A socially
distanced hand-building ceramic, snowflake class. Ceramic
artist Heather Cruce guides this workshop. Through Jan.
31, 2021 slomakerspace.com/. SLOMakerSpace, 81
Higuera, suite 160, San Luis Obispo, 805-225-4783.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

ATELIER 708 FACEBOOK DISCUSSION SERIES
Hosts and artists Kim Snyder, Janice Pluma, and David
Butz have been colleagues for the last 8 years. View the
show on the gallery’s Facebook page. Second Saturday
of every month, 10-11 a.m. through Feb. 13 Atelier 708,
708 Paso Robles St., D, Paso Robles.

DAVID SETTINO SCOTT: FEATURED ARTIST
Offering personal appointments and tours of Scott’s
studio in San Miguel. Through March 1, 2021 805-2864430. Park Street Gallery, 1320 Park Street, Paso
Robles, parkstreetgallery.com.

SLOPE PAINTERS AT STUDIOS ON THE PARK
Please stop by to see paintings by San Luis Outdoor
Painters for the Environment (SLOPE), at Studios on the
Park. SLOPE painters have been sheltering at home and
are now ready to break out to show paintings and prints
at open galleries. Wednesdays, Thursdays, 12-4 p.m.
through Dec. 31 Free. 805-238-9800. Studios on the
Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, studiosonthepark.org.

STUDIOS ON THE PARK: ONLINE CLASSES AND
WORKSHOPS Check site for a variety of virtual classes
and workshops online. studiosonthepark.org. Studios on
the Park, 1130 Pine St., Paso Robles, 805-238-9800.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

CALL FOR ARTISTS: FLOWER POWER This exhibition
will embrace the diversity of florals through two-dimensional
and three-dimensional interpretations. Artists are invited
to submit up to three 2-D (wall-hung) artworks in all media
and 3-D: vases (up to three) and one Ikebana arrangement.

ARTS continued page 24

www.santamariasun.com • December 31, 2020 - January 7, 2021 • Sun • 23

IMAGE COURTESY OF PCPA

ARTS from page 23
Open to MBAA members and non-members. Jan. 1-Feb.
9 Entry fees vary; see entry forms. 805-772-2504.
artcentermorrobay.org/index.php/upcoming-exhibits/. Art
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

CHAMBER WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

November
2020

FEATHERED FRIENDS This group fine art show
will showcase paintings of birds, in all media, and
photography of birds—small birds and large birds of all
descriptions, in all habitats, that call the Central Coast
their home. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays,
11 a.m.-5 p.m. through Jan. 29 Free. 805-772-1068.
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square,
601 Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

BHGRE Haven Properties
2646 Santa Maria Way, Ste. 106, Santa
Maria
(805) 592-2050
California Mentor Network
124 Carmen Lane, Suite D, Santa
Maria,
(805) 346-2615
www.thementornetwork.com
Farmers Insurance - Shannon Denison
338 E. Betteravia Rd., Suite A, Santa
Maria
(805) 310-5045
agents.farmers.com/ca/santa-maria/sha
nnon-denison
Get Socked Up
235 Town Center East, Santa Maria
(805) 260-0901
Home Builders Association of the
Central Coast
3765 S. Higuera St., Ste. 102, San Luis
Obispo
(805) 546-0418
www.hbacc.org/
Manny Fajardo, Jr. MBA - PB &
Associates
1619 S. Broadway, Santa Maria,
(805) 863-8820
Homesbymannyrealestate.com
ADD YOUR BUSINESS TO OUR
GROWING ORGANIZATION

(805) 925-2403
www.santamaria.com

SOLVANG JULEFEST 2020 The 2020 holiday season
event, which has been modified as per Santa Barbara
County COVID guidelines, will entail multiple holiday
happenings all located within the town. Through Jan. 1,
2021 SolvangJulefest.org. Downtown Solvang, Mission
Dr., Solvang.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

GOOD MORNING LOMPOC The show is hosted by
Lompoc locals Michelle and Jeremy Ball, who aim to keep
the community connected while staying home at the same
time. Episodes are also available to watch on YouTube after
they’re streamed live. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 8:30
a.m. Facebook, Online, Inquire for Facebook address.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and
seniors. partnersincaring.org. Santa Maria, Citywide.

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY: DRIVE-THRU
EVENT A holiday light display to bring you all the warmth
of the holidays. Drive through the gleaming light displays
created by local organizations and families. Through Jan.
3, 2021, 7-10 a.m. $40. 805-925-4125. elksrec.com. Elks
Unocal Event Center, 4040 Highway 101, Santa Maria.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get
support from others from the comfort of your own
home. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription.
805-598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration,
947 E Orange St., Santa Maria.

STORY TIME LIVE FOR FAMILIES: VIRTUAL
EVENT FROM SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Join us for a live story time for families; bilingual on
alternating weeks. Includes songs, finger plays, and
a few stories. Tune in for a fun story time the whole
family will enjoy. Registration is required for a Zoom link.
Wednesdays, 4-4:30 p.m. through Feb. 24 Free. 805-9250994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library.

TEEN ANIME CLUB PACK: SANTA MARIA PUBLIC
LIBRARY Register to pick up a Teen Anime Pack
from the Santa Maria Public Library which will include
something bookish, crafty, and of course, something
yummy. When you register you will also be invited to a
Zoom meeting on Monday, Dec. 28, from 4 to 5 p.m. Jan.
3 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HUMBUG HOLIDAY

The Pacific Conservatory Theatre (PCPA) is offering patrons the chance to stream a new
virtual musical, Estella Scrooge, through Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021. This production is described
as A Christmas Carol with a unique twist and features a cast of more than 20 Broadway
performers, including Tony-nominated actor and PCPA alumnus Patrick Page. Tickets are
$29.99 for a 72-hour rental. Visit pcpa.org/estrellascrooge for more info.
—C.W.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

GRIEF RECOVERY AND SUPPORT PROGRAM
People say you have to let go and move on in your life,
but they don’t tell you how to accomplish that. This Grief
Recovery Program will make that possible while providing
guidance. Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. through Jan.
19 Total: $49 plus $12 book. 714-273-9014. cccsl.org/
classes/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

GRIEF RECOVERY AND SUPPORT PROGRAM (8
WEEKS) People say you have to let go and move on in your
life, but they do not tell you HOW to accomplish that. The
Grief Recovery Program makes that possible and provides
guidance. First Tuesday, Wednesday of every month.
through Jan. 20 $49 plus $12 for book. 714-273-9014.
cccsl.org/classes/. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE JACK HOUSE Public virtual
tours via Zoom of the famous Jack House of San Luis
Obispo. Access to the house is extremely limited and this
is your best opportunity to get the inside view. Thursdays,
2 p.m. $5 suggested. 805-543-0638. historycenterslo.
org/jack-tour.html. Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

PASO, HERE WE COME Redwings Horse Sanctuary
is making their permanent home on Union Road in Paso
Robles. Donate to its $1 million fundraising campaign.
Redwings offers public tours, volunteering with the
horses, and a foster to adopt program. ongoing
Redwings Horse Sanctuary, Union Road, Paso Robles,
831-386-0135, RedwingsHorseSanctuary.org.

FOOD & DRINK
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering
varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays,
12-5 p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra
Winery, 343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info.

Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413.
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St.,
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

FLYING GOAT CELLARS: APPOINTMENT AND
PICK-UPS This winery specializes in Pinot Noir and
sparkling wine. Call or check site for pick-up and
appointment info. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11
a.m.-4 p.m. 805-736-9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying
Goat Cellars, 1520 Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: RESERVATIONS ONLY
Call or go online to make a reservation (reservations
open to the public starting June 6). ongoing Presqu’ile
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110,
presquilewine.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Saturdays,
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley.

MUSIC
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

SANTA MARIA PHILHARMONIC: FIRST FRIDAYS
AT FOUR Featuring musicians from the Santa Maria
Philharmonic, this monthly series of musical adventures are
recorded in local settings and offered free to the public.
First Friday of every month Free. smphilharmonic.org.
Soundcloud (Santa Maria Philharmonic), Online, Santa Maria.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAL POLY ARTS VIRTUAL MUSICAL SERIES: A
KILLER PARTY A collaboration between more than 50
Broadway professionals all working together remotely.
A 9-part musical. Wednesdays $12.99 for complete
series. akillerpartymusical.com/cal-poly-arts. Spanos
Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7113. m
IMAGE COURTESY OF CHRIS CHAPMAN/ THE OAK GROUP

TEEN GRAB AND GO BOOK PACKS: SANTA
MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY The Library will have a limited
number of teen book packs available for pick up at the
Sidewalk Service window. The Grab-and-Go Book Bags are
pre-packaged paper bags containing three books. Graband-Go Book Bags are not checked out and have no due
date. Jan. 4 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org.
SM Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or
call to learn about various virtual workshop offerings.
ongoing Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite
B, Santa Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.
YOGA FOR MANKIND: ZOOM CLASSES Offering

Vintner’s Dining
is NOW OPEN!
Mon–Fri Dinner 5–9pm

Sat–Sun Lunch & Dinner
Noon–9pm
Great NEW Menu Items!
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

a variety of virtual yoga and pilates classes over the
summer. Check site for class schedule. ongoing Starts
at $10. yoga4mankind.org. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N
Broadway, suite B, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

HALCYON PSYCHIC WEEKEND Offering a variety
of techniques to provide guidance of love, travel,
relationships, finance, and more. By appointment only.
First Saturday, Sunday of every month, 9 p.m. through
Jan. 3 805-489-2424. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE VIRTUAL HOLIDAY
TOUR Join a live docent via Zoom for an interactive
virtual tour of the Point San Luis Lighthouse. All online
virtual tours are enhanced with traditional holiday
decorations for the month of December. Wednesdays,
Saturdays, 2 p.m. $10. pointsanluislighthouse.org/. Point
San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
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LAND, SEA, AND AIR

The Oak Group presents The Link Between Man and Nature, an online group exhibition and sale
to benefit the NatureTrack Foundation, through Friday, Jan. 1, 2021. The show includes paintings
that depict different locations where NatureTrack frequently chooses to host field trips. Visit
oakgroup.org or naturetrack.org to view the virtual gallery and find out more about the exhibit.
—C.W.

ART SCENE 2020
FILE COURTESY PHOTO BY LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY

COURTESY FILE IMAGE BY VICTORIA ALVAREZ

NO PLACE LIKE
ROME: In March, the
Pacific Conservatory
Theatre (PCPA) held
its production of
William Shakespeare’s
The Tragedy of Julius
Caesar in Santa
Maria’s Severson
Theatre. The show’s
run was cut short
due to the pandemic
closures in midMarch, making it the
last PCPA production
to date. While PCPA
offered a variety of
successful, virtual
programming
throughout 2020,
the company has no
plans to resume live
performances until
next summer at the
earliest, with its next
season delayed to
June 2021.

STRONG START: In
January, Allan Hancock
College held its Fine Arts
Student Art Show, which
ran through mid-March
on the school’s Santa
Maria campus, inside the
Ann Foxworthy Gallery.
This annual group show
marked both the first and
last in-person exhibit of
the year at the gallery,
which premiered its first
virtual exhibit later in
October. 2020’s Student
Art Show featured
artworks of various
media—painting,
photography, drawing,
ceramics, animation,
graphic design, and
other disciplines—from
more than 50 students,
including steampunk
artist Victoria Alvarez,
who used the exhibit to
showcase some of her
digital paintings.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHEN SIEMSEN

New year’s revolution

WHERE THERE’S A
WHEEL, THERE’S
A WAY: In July, the
Wildling Museum of Art
and Nature in Solvang
initiated its first public
art project, Nature
Takes the Wheel,
thanks to a grant from
the Buellton Arts and
Culture Committee.
Community members
throughout the
Santa Ynez Valley
were encouraged
to transform used
hubcaps into natureinspired artworks,
including Stephen
and Lisa Siemsen,
who integrated their
pet parrot’s cast-off
feathers into their
colorful hubcap
(pictured).

Local artists, galleries, and theaters adapted to 2020 through
innovation and experimentation
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

W

hat better way to commemorate the final Throwback Thursday of 2020 than a retrospective to
sum up the year, particularly the local art scene in this article’s case. Looking back on the last
365 days, the only word to describe the innovations local artists and arts organizations have
implemented—to combat the unprecedented limitations brought upon by the COVID-19 pandemic—
is extraordinary. Listed below is just a brief handful of these instances and other memorable arts
moments from throughout the year.
FILE COURTESY IMAGE BY PATTI ROBBINS

PEDAL TO THE PETAL: In May, Gallery
Los Olivos compiled a collection of locally
produced artworks into a virtual coloring
book. The book is still available online,
at gallerylosolivos.com/coloringbook,
and features templates based on original
art by Patti Robbins, Neil Andersson,
Jayne Behman, Carol North Dixon, Peggy
Fletcher, Britt Friedman, Morgan Green,
Michele Knecht, Gail McBride Kenny,
Sheryl Knight, Martha Inman Lorch, Linda
Mutti, Paul Roark, Terri Taber, Carol Talley,
and Sheila Underwood. Coloring book
participants are encouraged to email
their colored versions of the templates to
gallerylosolivos@gmail.com.
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF NOA ZIMMERMAN

MUSIC AS PROTEST: In August, singer-songwriter Noa Zimmerman (pictured) released the
music video for her single, Rapture, which is centered on community protests against new oil
drilling at Cat Canyon in Santa Maria. Zimmerman continues to raise awareness for climate
justice and other issues through a nonprofit, the Artivist Foundation, which she co-founded
with Elena Salinas O’Toole and Emily Goniea. The group’s motto is “art is fundamental to the
success of social change.”

2020
Year in
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE NATURETRACK FILM FESTIVAL

FILE IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ELVERHOJ MUSEUM

Review

THE LION SCREENS TONIGHT: In October, the third annual NatureTrack Film Festival offered a
variety of virtual screenings rather than host a live in-person event (the festival was originally
scheduled to run at several venues in Los Olivos in March, before being canceled just days
before its opening date due to the pandemic). Featured films in the festival included The Birth
of a Pride, which follows documentarians Dereck and Beverly Joubert (pictured) as they examine
the adventures of six newly born lion cubs in Selinda, Botswana.

REOPENING WITH REMBRANDT: In November, the Elverhoj Museum
of History and Art in Solvang reopened its doors to the public after
nearly eight months of closure. The reopening was unfortunately
short-lived, as Santa Barbara County moved back into the purple
tier before the end of the month. Guests who were able to visit
the museum during the few weeks it was open were treated to an
exploration of three on-site exhibitions, including Legacy of Decency,
a showcase of 21 rare Rembrandt prints.
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Tailspin for
the win

C

reated by Steve Yockey (Scream: The TV
Series, Supernatural), this series focuses on
charismatic Cassie Bowden (Kaley Cuoco),
an alcoholic international flight attendant who
after a Bangkok fling with passenger Alex Sokolov
(Michiel Huisman) wakes up the next morning to
find him dead from a slit throat … and she has no
memory of what happened. Back in the states, she’s
questioned by the FBI and begins to wonder if she
did it. To complicate things, she begins to imagine
seeing Alex, with whom she has conversations as
she attempts to unravel what happened. (eight 42to 48-min. episodes)
Glen: What starts as something of a lark of a story
becomes increasingly engaging, complicated,
and deep. Yes, this is very funny, and Cuoco as
Cassie is wholly engaging and likable, but as the
story unfolds, we discover Cassie’s complicated
relationship with her dead father (Jason Jones)
and gay brother, Davey (T.R. Knight), and her
realization that her alcoholism is real and is
a problem. Watching a good-time party girl
confront her selfishness and reckless behavior
sounds like a downer, but you can’t help but
like Cassie even though she’s a train wreck, and
we’re rooting for her to come out of her tailspin.
Cassie’s bestie is Ani Mouradian (Zosia Mamet), a
lawyer whose firm may be involved in some shady

Film Reviews

SUN SCREEN
business, and her fellow flight attendant, needy
and desperate for attention Megan Briscoe (Rosie
Perez), clings onto Cassie and wishes she was as
likable, while stealing secrets from her husband’s
computer to sell to the North Koreans. Add in
Cassie’s burgeoning understanding of Alex’s
criminal family and how morally compromised
everyone around her is and you’ve got the
makings of a cracking good story with a muddled
sense of right from wrong.
Anna: Cuoco is brilliant as Cassie, an on-paper
unlikable mess who in actuality is funny,
charming, and forgivably flawed. There’s
intrigue and action, and as the complicated story
continues to weave through the eight episodes,
we delve deeper into not just Cassie’s backstory
but all of those who seem to follow in her wake.
Fellow flight attendant Megan is bound and
determined to make Cassie her best friend, to live
a life more exciting than the seemingly mundane
one she lives, and Perez’s needy desperation is
pulled off so well. A big part of Cassie’s character
and backstory exploration is told through scenes
she has with Alex—who is dead but appears to
her in fugue-like states that force her to explore
the reality of her past and present instead of
looking through the gauze that time and booze
put on tough moments. She’s a screwup, but one
people care about. The series has everything I’m
looking for, and I’m hoping there is a season two
in the works.
Glen: I read that HBO Max has already renewed
the series, so your hopes are fulfilled. The road
to Cassie’s recovery certainly has a lot of bumps
along the way, mainly in the form of her new
love interest Buckley Ware (Colin Woodell),
who seems like a good guy but maybe isn’t, and
PHOTO COURTESY OF ATLAS ENTERTAINMENT AND DC COMICS

WONDER WOMAN 1984

What’s it rated? PG-13
When? 2020
Where’s it showing? HBO Max
I had high hopes for this sequel. The 2017 original was
a blast, and Gal Gadot was an amazing lead. This new one
reunites director Patty Jenkins with Gadot, but the magic of
the first film has dimmed considerably, I believe in large part
because of the cockamamie story about a “Dreamstone” and
power-mad villain Maxwell Lord (Pedro Pascal), who uses the
stone to grant everyone’s wish … for a price too dear to pay.
The best part of the film is the opening, a flashback Diana
Prince (aka Wonder Woman) has of her youth, when she learned
a valuable lesson about truth and honor during a competition
on the island of Amazon women. It captures the emotions and
thrills of the first film.
The film makes a game attempt to capitalize on its 1984
milieu by joking about fanny packs and parachute pants, but
it doesn’t quite conjure the nostalgia it was hoping for. Kristen
Wiig as Barbara Minerva is brought in as a comic foil and to
drive home the idea that Diana is as kind as she is beautiful.

GOLDEN LARIAT: Diana Prince (Gal Gadot) dons her alter
ego, Wonder Woman, to fight a power-mad villain in the
so-so sequel Wonder Woman 1984, currently streaming on
HBO Max.
The film isn’t a waste of time, but at 2 1/2 hours, it’s bloated
and poorly paced, with a pat, yawn-inducing ending. (151 min.)
—Glen

PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER HORIZON TELEVISION

THE FLIGHT ATTENDANT
What’s it rated? TV-MA
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Where’s it showing? HBO Max

Miranda Croft (Michelle
Gomez), who seems like a
bad guy but maybe isn’t quite
as bad as she seems. They’re
both somehow connected to
the Sokolovs and a mysterious
mastermind named Victor
(Ritchie Coster). All these
complications make for
a great story, and the way
the nonlinear plot is put
together creates a postmodern
stew of evolving emotional
LUSH LIFE: Flight attendant Cassie Bowden (Kaley Cuoco) seems to have a glamorous
revelations for Cassie, her role
life of travel and partying, but when she wakes up hungover next to a murdered man, the
in her father’s death, and her
messy truth of her lifestyle reveals itself, in The Flight Attendant, streaming on HBO Max.
culpability in the ostracism
of her brother, Davey. It
Megan and Buckley and Miranda delivers on all
comes to a very satisfying conclusion and tees
fronts. It’s a whodunit and an action thrill ride
up the possibility of Cassie as a law enforcement
wrought with touching emotional moments and
operative—despite her personal demons, she
downright funny content and deliveries. There’s
turns out to be a brave and capable detective.
too much sex and blood to watch with little kids
Great first season!
around, but it’s a fun one to sink your teeth into
Anna: Murder and intrigue, a classic combo!
once they’ve skipped off to dreamland. Put this
I’ve been recommending this one to everyone,
one on your list to watch in the new year; it’s
and I’m glad HBO Max is creating content worth
worth every minute! m
the monthly premium. Being stuck at home for
New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and
almost the entirety of 2020 has meant a need for
more content—more importantly good content— freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
and the twisty-turny nature of Cassie’s adventure
along with all the side stories between Ani and
newtimesslo.com.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DISNEY/PIXAR

SOUL

What’s it rated? PG
When? 2020
Where’s it showing? Disney Plus
Pete Docter and Kemp Powers co-direct this Pixar animated
adventure comedy about Joe Gardner (voiced by Jamie Foxx), a
middle school band teacher who winds up dead from an accident
on the very day he gets his big break to join a famous jazz
ensemble. He manages to avoid going into the light to the “Great
Beyond” and lands instead in the “Great Before,” where soul
counselors—all named “Jerry”—prep new souls for life on Earth.
Joe is tasked with mentoring 22 (Tina Fey), a soul who resists
transferring to a body on Earth. Long story short, they manage to
return to Earth with 22 inhabiting Joe’s body while Joe ends up in
a hospital therapy cat. Can 22 learn that life on Earth is worth
living? Can Joe find a way back into his own body to fulfill his
destiny as a great jazz pianist?
This charming story has wonderful messages about finding
your spark, about what makes life worth living, and about
helping others. The animation is wonderful, its depiction of
Black culture respectful, and its celebration of jazz music
inspiring. What a tribute to second chances! (100 min.) m
—Glen

FIND YOUR SPARK: Middle school band teacher Joe Gardner
(voiced by Jamie Foxx) dreams of playing jazz for a living, but
right when he gets his big break, he dies, sending him on
a desperate metaphysical adventure to return to Earth and
fulfill his destiny, in Soul currently streaming on Disney Plus.

DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN
Become a mentor and support an adult
with special needs in your home

CALL MARILYN TODAY (805) 357-9605
VIRTUAL INFORMATION SESSIONS HELD WEEKLY
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Happy
Day!
HappyVeteran’s
New Year!
November 11, 2018

Proudly
Wishingserving
You
our
nation's
a Healthy
veterans
with
and Happy
quality
service!
New Year!
24/7 SERVICE • 805.925.0199

24/7 SERVICE • 805.925.0199
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FOOD & DRINK 2020
FILE PHOTO BY CAMILLIA LANHAM

EVERYTHING SPICE: Baan
Thai in Santa Maria opened
its doors to the public at the
start of 2020. The restaurant’s
owner, Sonya Ela, first moved
to Santa Maria when she
was 7 years old, after her
family moved from Chiang
Mai, Thailand, to the U.S. Her
family goes back to Thailand
every other year, she told the
Sun, and the food Baan Thai
serves is a mix of everything
she loves, from Thai street
food to fancy cuisine. Among
the restaurant’s various noodle
dishes is the pad kee mao
(pictured). On a personal note,
Baan Thai has become one
of my favorite takeout spots
in town (ordering online is
convenient at baanthaism.
com). My go-to meal is the
Bangkok fried rice with a side
order of chicken wings.

What’s
eating
2020?

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF PICO
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PERFECT PAIRING: In January, Riverbench Vineyard and
Winery in Santa Maria teamed up with God’s Country Provisions
in Buellton for a doughnut and wine pairing event. Each of
the featured wines were also incorporated into the doughnuts
themselves as well, including doughnut holes with wineinfused fillings inside. “Having the wines infused, you can make
them actually pair well. It’s not like we just threw chardonnay
with a vanilla doughnut. We put some thought into it to work in
that flavor,” Danae Smith of Riverbench told the Sun.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CUYAMA BUCKHORN

TO FEED THOSE IN NEED: In March, the Blue Sky Center,
Cuyama Buckhorn, Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center, and
other organizations and community members collaborated on
the Cuyama Valley COVID-19 Relief Fund. While the Cuyama Joint
Unified School District continued providing meals for students
every weekday during the COVID-19 school closures, supporters
of the Relief Fund sought to ensure that those students got a
second meal during the week as well.
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF GINA’S PIECE OF CAKE

TOILET HUMOR:
Gina’s Piece of Cake
celebrated its return
to full operating hours
over the summer, after
the Santa Maria Town
Center Mall was able
to reopen. The shop
endured two rounds of
COVID-19 mall closures
prior to that, through
help from social media,
a Paycheck Protection
Program loan, and “a
little outside-of-thebox thinking,” owner
Gina Martin told the
Sun. The shop’s most
timely cake at the start
of the pandemic was
humorously themed
around one of this era’s
most sought-after
assets, toilet paper
(pictured).

A time capsule of this
year’s food and drink
ventures throughout
Northern Santa
Barbara County
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

I

think we can all agree, the world
is hungry for a new year. As 2020
finally comes to a much needed
close, let’s all take a deep breath
and recognize the silver linings
that either warmed our bellies or
quenched our thirst during the
past 12 months. No matter what
2021 has in store for us, I want to
wish readers the most pleasant of
new years as possible. Be safe, and
let the food times roll!

ADAPTING TO THE VIRTUAL REALM: John Wayne Formica (pictured), chef at Pico
Los Alamos, began teaching cooking classes through Zoom, starting in the spring
of 2020. Being new to the area at the time, Formica described the Zoom classes
as a great way to introduce himself to residents in a format that accommodates
social distancing. Pasta and risotto are among some of the dishes Formica taught
viewers to make from scratch during the series.
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF ALI BECK

2020
Year in
Review

BREAKING BREAD: In October, Bob’s Well Bread Bakery and Cafe of Los Alamos opened its second
location in Ballard, just 14 miles south of its flagship store. The Ballard location’s outdoor dining is
spacious enough for 40, while indoor dining for 25 will be available once COVID-19 restrictions are
reduced. Both locations offer a variety of pastries, sandwiches, and wine.
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TIMELY EXPANSION:
In November, Alfie’s
Fish and Chips in
Lompoc celebrated
the anniversary of
its first year at its
current location
(the restaurant was
originally founded in
1969). The diner’s
expanded space, 2,300
square feet versus
the original location’s
1,400 square feet, has
come in handy due to
this year’s COVID-19
dining restrictions,
co-owner Nellie Sewall
told the Sun. Nellie and
her husband, Mike,
bought the Lompoc
staple in 2001. I for one
am always down for a
batch of their famous
hush puppies!

CLASSIES

Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad—for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the
FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

PROUDLY SERVING
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Real Estate

There’s no
substitute
for quality!
L O C AT I O N S
Santa Maria
985 E. Betteravia

Buellton
205 East Hwy 246

Lompoc
1413 North H Street

Downtown SB
628 State Street

Milpas
216 South Milpas

La Cumbre Plaza
3890 La Cumbre Ln Norte

Goleta (The Original)
5735 Hollister

Isla Vista
888 Embarcadero Del

FOR RENT

Be sure to check out this week’s updated
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory

WANTED TO BUY

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST CASH - Any Condition. Family own
Operated. Same day offer! (951) 777-2518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST CASH - Any Condition. Family own
Operated. Same day offer! (951) 777-2518 WWW.KCBUYSHOU
COM (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace

LANDSCAPE DESIG

Home
& Garden

Fall Special:

$25 off any service

santamariasun.com

WOOD CHIPS, $15/yard. Col
chips available. Delivery avail
w/20 yard minimum. Also F
Erosion control chips & Clea
dirt. Arroyo Grande. 805-9
8000

YARD/GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

FREE, Clean, Fill Dirt. Ar
Grande 7am-3:30p M-F, Call 8
929-8000. We can load your t
or trailer.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, Moving and Recycling. Call Jon 8
440-4207

SANTA MARIA

se habla español
805-868-0954

(805) 621-5000

smith-electric.com

1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .98 + tax
Exp. 1/7/21

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

WE ARE
OPEN

5

$ .06 + tax
Exp. 1/7/21

*327 Mary Dr
Studio
$1175 Rent
$1175 Security
Deposit

Available January
1st. 2021

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

What’s Your Take?

This week’s
online poll
12/21 –
1/7

PLEASE DO NOT
DISTURB TENANTS!

We know you’ve got an opinion.
Everybody’s got one!

Did you travel this holiday season?
m Yes, but my group took serious safety precautions.
m Only to see other low-risk friends and/or family nearby.
m No. I’m staying home until COVID-19 is under control.
m Yep! And I don’t feel bad about it. We have to live our lives.

Enter your choice online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

Greco Realty Inc.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and
losing market share is how businesses use their advertising dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Services’
power to connect to nearly 13
million of the state’s readers who
are an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more info
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

FINANCIAL SERVICE

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt f
in 24 to 48 months. No upfr
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. C
National Debt Relief 1-888-5
6305. (CalSCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on
California Real Estate*

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPAN

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal

(818) 248-0000 Broke

805-922-0599

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loan

Lic. #00892126

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional loans

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
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FLEXIBLE LOANS

TO MEET YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS

HOMEBRIDGE OFFERS home financing options that may help you buy or refinance through flexible
programs that allow for all of your financial needs.
• CONVENTIONAL FINANCING requires only 3% down payment on primary residences.*
• FHA LOANS require a minimum down payment of 3.5%
• VA LOANS for military are available with no minimum down payment.** Can buy with no cash down!

Let our experienced team walk you through the process from application to closing, making your
home buying journey a pleasant one!

CALL US TO LEARN MORE ABOU T THESE OR ANY OF
O UR HOME FINANCING SOLUTIONS!

YO U R LOCAL MORT GAGE LE ND E RS
MARTHA A. MORALES
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #260435
Hablo Español† | P: (805) 478-5353
Martha.Morales1@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MarthaMorales

VERNA NICOLL

Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #456761
P: (805) 478-7906
verna.nicoll@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/VernaNicoll

MICKEY HELLMAN
Mortgage Loan Originator, Branch Manager
NMLS #244724
P: (805) 878-3541
Mickey.Hellman@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MickeyHellman

JENNIFER CRUZ

Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #1613455
P: (805) 680-1352
jennifer.cruz@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/JenniferCruz

THE SANTA MARIA BRANCH

2125 S Broadway, Suite 101A • Santa Maria, CA 93454 • 805-900-0568
*Additional restrictions may apply. **Veterans with full eligibility can finance 100% of the purchase price of a 1-unit primary home for loan amounts between $144,001 to $2,000,000. Minimum FICO score requirements and other requirements may apply.
†Following submission of your loan application, please note that the remainder of the loan process, including processing, documentation and closing, will all be conducted in English. We encourage
the use of a translator you’ve provided to assist you.
Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. Licensed by the Dept. of Business Oversight under the CA Residential
Mortgage Lending Act. Branch Address: 2125 S. Broadway, Suite 101A, Santa Maria, CA 93454; Branch NMLS# 1563650. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. Loans are currently being closed and committed at
the expressed rates, however these rates may change or may not be available at the time of your interest rate lock-in, commitment or closing. All loans must satisfy company underwriting guidelines. Interest rates and Annual Percentage
Rates (APRs) are: based on recent market rates, for informational purposes only, subject to change without notice and may be subject to pricing add-ons related to property type, loan amount, loan-to-value ratio, credit score and other factors.
Terms and conditions apply. Additional loan programs may be available. This is not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other applicable law. Call for details. 12/2019 (0120-4873) LR 2020-66
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HEALING
Experiencing Stressed Muscles, Legs, Feet, Neck, Arms, Back, And
Overall Pain?
Relieve Pain On The FIRST Application!
www.Sibede.com
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502
Crescent, Santa Maria
Beautiful Orcutt area home with RV parking and huge backyard perfect

for entertaining! This home boasts living and family rooms as well as a
formal dining room. Home has three bedrooms and 2 bathrooms but
formal dining room could potentially be converted to a 4th bedroom.
Kitchen has upgraded granite countertops and bathroom has upgraded
counters and shower. Great location near shopping, Orcutt schools and
highways. Make an appointment to see this beautiful home! It won’t last
long!! $510,000 (CR502)

921
N Ridgeview, Santa Maria
Senior Living at its Finest! Desirable Quail Meadows East Park. This

2 bedroom and 2 full bathroom is warm and inviting with beautiful
throughout. The newer front porch provides sturdy railings to enter into
the spacious living room with hardwood floors through your newer front
door. The kitchen has tile counter tops and flooring, newer dishwasher.
The open dining area parallels the kitchen and has a sliding glass door
to the backyard. This space could also be used as a family room/den.
Master bedroom has newer laminate flooring and a huge closet. The
master bathroom features a separate shower, garden tub, and double
sinks. New furnace and A/C units. Low maintenance backyard with
covered patio and beautiful fruit trees. $189,990 (CR921)

874 Comanche, Santa Maria

Beautiful two story home in a quiet Orcutt area neighborhood! This
home boasts pride of ownership throughout its 4 bedrooms, open
kitchen, family and living room. The backyard is HUGE and is perfect
for family gatherings or a large garden! Home also has electric heating
with individual thermostats in every room. Shopping, restaurants and
multiple schools all within walking distance. This beautiful home won’t
last long! Call your agent and make an appointment to view!!
$589,000 (CO874)
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(805)-201-1498

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631
5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net
SELL YOUR RV!
• CA$H ON THE SPOT
• All RVs
• We come to you!

PETS
SLO County Animal
Services

Are you looking to adopt a cat? Or
to adopt a dog? Or perhaps even
a rabbit or chicken? Stray animals
that have not been reclaimed by
their owners and those that have
been surrendered to the shelter
are available for adoption to the
general public. Individuals looking
to add a new family member are
encouraged to visit the shelter during normal kennel hours.
For more information, check out
our Shelter Services page for a
the listing of adoptble animals currently at our shelter. Or call us at
805-781-4400

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR
RV to receive a major tax deduction. Help homeless pets.
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Value Guaranteed. Free Estimate
and Pickup. LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)
WANTED!
Old
Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 1948-1973
Only. Any condition, top $
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-5994. Email:
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com (CalSCAN)

Advertise
Here!

Open 7am-9pm daily!

998 HUSTON ST

Grover Beach
C10-0000388-LIC

www.nhcdispensaries.com

Miscellaneous

VEHICLES WANTED

$ CALL TODAY $

(702) 210-7725

CA$H
ON THE SPOT
Classic Cars Wanted
Newer makes & models too!

Contact us today!

805-546-8208
classifieds@
NewTimesSLO.com

$ We come to you! $

(702) 210-7725

E
E
R
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DIRECTV - Every live football
game, every Sunday - anywhere
- on your favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 1-888-6415762. (Cal-SCAN)
Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and a
lifetime warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-844-2520740 (Cal-SCAN)
Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional
cleanup & maintain the value of
your home! Set an appt. today!
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered–to-the-door
Omaha
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers.
Order The Griller’s Bundle - ONLY
$79.99. 1-877-882-4248, Use
Code 63281PAM or www.OmahaSteaks.com/family06
(CalSCAN)
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-844-4912884 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
1-888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances
companies. Get a quote within
minutes. Average savings of
$444/year! Call 1-844-4109609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central)
(Cal-SCAN)
The difference in winning and
losing market share is how businesses use their advertising dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many a
small thing has been made large
by the right kind of advertising”.
So why spend your hard-earned
dollars on social media where
you already have an audience?
For more info call Cecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save
money on your diabetic supplies! Convenient home shipping
for monitors, test strips, insulin
pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 1-855-7023408. (Cal-SCAN)
Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain
freedom with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more heavy
tanks and refills! Guaranteed
Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 1-844-6537402 (Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 flow
settings. Designed for 24 hour
oxygen use. Compact and Lightweight. Get a Free Info kit today:
1-844-359-3976 (CalSCAN)

Your
#1 local
print
source
998 Huston
Street
for new
& used
cars
from
santa
Barbara
to Paso
Robles
Don’t miss a chance
to be in the ONLY auto
classified magazine on the
Central Coast with 8,500
copies distributed and 3X
readership value!

Contact us to book
your ad today!

805-543-9050
photoadslo.com
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STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

We are open!
just bring your masks
and social distancing

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern
Santa Barbara County 5 years in a row!
Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.

Still offering
free local delivery and
curbside pick-up too
call or e-mail for details

stay safe
everyone!

L
MONDAY
U Chili Verde or Chili Rojo Combo $6.49 + tax
N
TUESDAY
C 5 Enchiladas (Cheese or Chicken) $6.49 + tax
H
WEDNESDAY
Asada
Burrito $5.99 + tax
S
THURSDAY
P
Chicken Flautas $6.49 + tax
E
FRIDAY
C
Asada Quesdilla Combo $6.49 + tax
I
SATURDAY
A
Torta Asada $5.99 + tax
L
ALL SERVED WITH A 16 OZ SODA
S
11am to 2pm

PAT
DIN IO
I
AT NG
AL
LO
L
CA
TIO
NS

La Perla Market & Deli

*Diamond
Plus
Provider

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM
(805) 347-4444

1138 W. Church St., SM
805-922-9001

Happy
New
Year

READER
SURVEY
2000
SINCE

HELP MAKE THE SUN BET TER

We want to know
YOUR thoughts!

Please visit our website and
take our short Reader Survey!
4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 · Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 · backporchflowers.net

Sun’s Best of Winner,
13 years!
1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678

CATERING
FOR EVERY
OCCASION

#1

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

SUSHI 805
A L L Y O U C A N E AT
SUSHI & BBQ

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

Sake

Sushi#2

KOREAN BBQ
& SUSHI

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

From Our Farm to Your Front Door
Organic Fresh Produce, Fruits and Vegetables ... Delivered!

PRE-BOXED OR MADE ON LOCATION

(805) 264-8782

@rnjcatering

Sign up today at www.BlosserUrbanGarden.com
USE PROMO CODE organic50 FOR 50% OFF YOUR FIRST DELIVERY

Mention this ad for
a Military discount

Home deliveries in SLO and SB Counties or pick up at 915 S. Blosser Road, Santa Maria · 805.264.4506

279 ROOM

INCLUDES
One $70 Dinner Voucher
& Two Breakfast Entrées
Expires 1/30/21

Not valid with any other promotions, discounts,
or groups, subject to rate availability, some
restrictions apply, please mention “Sun”
and present when checking in, advance
reservations necessary.

M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

deaseesboutique.com

Shop Local reserve your space today

115 W Clark Ave., Orcutt • 332-3152
115 W Ocean Ave., Lompoc • 430-8396
Shop Online or on FB & IG

Local’s Special
$

www.raggedpointinn.com

SUSHI

TACOS & AGUAS FRESCAS

Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Call for Reservations
1.888.584.6374

www.santamariasun.com

SAKE

Skilled NurSiNg C are
Voted Best
Senior Living
Community

Country Oaks
Care Center
A name you
can trust
NOW Accepting
New patients

Award-Winning
Care with
Award-Winning
Commitment

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators

830 East Chapel Street • Santa Maria • 805-922-6657
805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

