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A look at how Northern Santa Barbara
and SLO counties’ two hospital systems
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OVID-19 isn’t the only ongoing issue in local hospitals.
Two companies own all of the hospitals between Santa
Maria and SLO County, and consolidation has some
watchdogs and advocates concerned about the cost of
medical care on the Central Coast. New Times Assistant Editor
Peter Johnson gets inside the numbers this week in part one of
a two-part series, which was created through his data fellowship
with the USC Annenberg Center for Health Journalism [8].
This week, you can also learn about the Santa Barbara
County District Attorney’s Office and a COVID-19 compliance
case [4] ; PCPA’s Zoomtastic contemporary play readings [15] ;
and how Gina’s Piece of Cake is weathering the pandemic [19].

CONSOLIDATED: Tenet Healthcare and
Dignity Health own all five hospitals in SLO
County and Santa Maria. Stakeholders
and researchers are increasingly
concerned about the effects of health care
consolidation on the Central Coast.

Camillia Lanham
editor

Cover design by Alex Zuniga
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X-ray and lab services
Open 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 365 days a year
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Stay Healthy
We’ll be back,
Stronger than ever!

@santamariasun
#SantaMariaSun
We Have Everything Under The Sun!

Exercise isBLENDED
Essential!
EXPERIENCED
LEARNING AND HOME
2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888
STUDY
CHARTER
SCHOOL ON THE CENTRAL
Email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com
COAST
EXPERIENCED BLENDED LEARNING AND HOME STUDY
CHARTER SCHOOL ON THE CENTRAL COAST
FPCS offers personalized learning options, flexible scheduling, and instruction
and support from credentialed teachers.
Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Home Study Programs Available

Introducing Your Locally Owned

JDX PHARMACY

Full service pharmacy and medical equipment

Caring for you and about you
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here
to assist your medical supply needs.
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm
1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com
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Solvang Center: Grades 6-12
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5
Orcutt Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5

Bringing the best together for student success! | www.fpcharter.org | (805) 348-3333

SPRUCE UP YOUR SPRINKLERS
THIS SUMMER

Review your irrigation
startup checklist.

Can I crash
on your couch
for awhile?

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Ask us about our
Foster Program

Chanelle
Age: 14 years,
1 months
Breed: DSH
Sex: Female
Weight: 17 lbs.

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

Anyone can help!

Mimi has been through a lot
after a car hit her in Nipomo, and
we decided to rescue this sweet
dog two years ago. First she had
two oral surgeries to fix shattered
teeth, then orthopedic surgery to
fix her broken leg and remove
mammary tumors, which turned
out to be cancer. After two years
of detailed and expensive tests
every 3 months to watch for the
return of the cancer, we are now
extremely happy that she is most
likely cancer free. Next up was
hip surgery last October with a
very long and hard rehabilitation
in Santa Barbara twice a week, still ongoing. What’s next? Unfortunately, two
days ago we were given the news that Mimi has an exposed pulp molar that
needs to be addressed by a canine dental specialist immediately. At this time
we are asking for donations to once again help Mimi in her time of need. Mimi
has been through a lot, but remains a sweet dog with many many years left
to play and run. If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to Mimi,
please mail to P.O. Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457 or through Paypal on our
website listed below.

Mimi

Whether you’re working here...

Rex
Age: 2 years,
6 months
Breed: Manx
Sex: Male
Weight: 13 lbs

Or here...

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered,
vaccinated and microchipped.

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria

(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org
PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

Adoption Center Hours
Wed–Sun 11am–6pm
AD PROVIDED BY

(805) 937-1766

This ad provided by:

(805) 878-0807
The Maxim in Real Estate

(805) 878-0807

www.santamariasun.com • September 10 - September 18, 2020 • Sun • 3

SPOTLIGHT 9

BRIEFS
PHOTO COURTESY OF WADE STEVER

Political Watch
• Gov. Gavin Newsom signed an executive order on
Sept. 3 to extend consumer protections against price
gouging until March 4, 2021. The protections prohibit
sellers from increasing prices on food, consumer
goods, medical or emergency supplies, and other
items by more than 10 percent, according to
Newsom’s office. The 2021 end date for the order is
exactly one year after the governor proclaimed a state
of emergency due to COVID-19 on March 4, 2020. The
new order extends the price-gouging prohibitions laid
out in the initial March proclamation.
• State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson’s (D-Santa
Barbara) legislation to expand job protection for
family leave, SB 1383, passed the state Assembly
on Aug. 31 and will next go to the governor, who is
expected to sign it into law. The bill ensures that
“more Californians can take time off to care for
themselves and their loved ones when sick or bond
with a newborn without getting fired,” according to
Jackson’s office. The bill will provide job protection
for those who work for employers with five or more
employees, providing 12 weeks of job-protected leave
to care for a personal illness, to care for a seriously
ill family member, or to spend time with a newborn.
The bill falls under the California Family Rights Act,
which is the “foundation for California’s entirely
employee-funded eight-week paid family leave wage
replacement program,” the release stated. However,
the 15-year-old program’s protection has been
“inadequate,” as it has prevented millions of workers
from accessing the benefits due to employer size,
according the assemblywoman’s office. Current law
only requires employers with 20 or more employees to
give paid leave for newborn bonding, and businesses
of 50 or more to care for a family member with a
serious illness or one’s own illness. “Access to family
leave is especially critical amid COVID-19 when
workers need to take time off to care for themselves
or their loved ones,” Jackson said in a statement.
“Yet without job protection, many workers fear losing
their job for taking the paid family leave benefits they
pay for. We should be encouraging people to stay
home if they are sick, not forcing them to choose
between their health and their job.”
• Gov. Gavin Newsom announced the launch of the
Housing is Key campaign on Sept. 2, which aims to
connect renters and landlords who are experiencing
financial difficulties from COVID-19 with information
and resources. This announcement follows the
governor’s signing of AB 3088, a statewide tenantprotection measure, on Aug. 31. The bill protects
tenants who declare “an inability to pay all or part
of the rent due to a COVID-related reason” from
eviction, and property owners from foreclosure due
to the economic impacts of the pandemic. Under
the new law, tenants can’t be evicted before Feb.
1, 2021, as a result of rent owed, according to
Newsom’s office. The Business, Consumer Services,
and Housing (BCSH) Agency will run Housing is Key,
and the campaign kicks off with a new website,
housingiskey.com. A BCSH app for mobile access to
resources is also forthcoming. “Struggling tenants
and landlords now have new protections and relief
under the law—and it’s critical that all Californians
learn their rights,” Newsom said in the release. “It’s
important that we reach renters across the state who
might be one paycheck away from losing their homes
and landlords who are short on their mortgages
because of owed rent.” m

PINNED DOWN: Bowling enthusiasts throughout the Central Coast came together on Sept. 5 to rally behind Rancho Bowl and advocate to reopen California’s bowling industry.

Bowlers rally in support of
reopening Rancho Bowl
On Sept. 5 about 60 people lined the sidewalk in
front of Rancho Bowl and Lounge in Santa Maria
to show their support for the business and rally to
reopen the family-friendly entertainment center.
Back Alley Pro owners Richard and Norma
Cunningham were in the crowd. The professional
bowlers shop is inside Rancho Bowl. The retired
couple is active in the local bowling community,
and Richard is a member of the Central Coast
Bowlers.
He told the Sun that his days were spent at the
shop and playing games with his peers and fellow
Central Coast Bowlers members. That all changed
when Rancho Bowl had to close in March, and
when it closed again in July after reopening for
nearly two weeks.
Under Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Blueprint for a
Safer Economy, family entertainment centers that
include bowling alleys can reopen when a county is
in the third moderate tier (orange color-coded) of
COVID-19 risk level. When a county reaches this
level, bowling alleys can open with modifications
and a 25 percent maximum capacity.
Santa Barbara County is currently in the first
widespread tier (purple color-coded) that directs
many nonessential indoor business operations to
remain closed for the time being.
Rancho Bowl took a hit when it had to close a
second time, because it has invested funds toward
sanitization equipment and employee training to
keep staff and customers safe, General Manager
Wade Stever said.
“We barely got our feet in the water and then we
had to shut down again. So we’re a little concerned
with how much longer we can hang on,” Stever said.
Stever is worried about the company that’s been
a staple in the Santa Maria community for 61
years and the 50 employees who would like to get
back to work.
In an effort to raise awareness about the state
of the business and the service that it provides for
the community, Stever organized a local rally as
part of a statewide movement calling for bowling
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centers to reopen.
The movement, he said, was started by
professional bowler Rick Hamlin, who not
only organized rallies in Sacramento, but gave
attendees bowling pins to mail to the state
governor—Stever did the same.
“It’s a 3 1/2 pound pin, and bowling centers
across the state are doing this so that the governor
knows bowling exists and we’re here waiting. It’s
just strange to me that some businesses, which don’t
seem to be any safer than our business, get to open
because we were really strict about the guidelines,
and we’re taking this very seriously,” he said.
Stever, Richard, and Norma all agree that
Rancho Bowl offered the community a place to
be social, to enjoy friends, and to create family
memories.
It was also a place for Richard, a Vietnam Army
veteran who suffers from mild post-traumatic
stress disorder, to stay busy. Spending time at the
bowling alley kept him active, Norma said, and
helped him cope with his symptoms.
“Thankfully we’ve found other ways to keep
busy, but not having the bowling alley open is
affecting the youth, seniors, and veterans groups
that use it daily for social and physical activity,”
she said.
Norma is the secretary for nine bowling leagues
including senior leagues. Two summers ago, she
said, one member turned 101 years old.
“Bowling is something you can do from the
time you can walk until you can’t walk anymore,”
she said.
Richard and Norma said they’re hoping the
community at-large does what it can to get to
the point when every business and recreational
opportunity—indoors and out—can reopen.
Norma said it’s a “new normal” that people are
going to have to accept and adapt to in order to be
around others and do what they love.
“Keep the faith and do what the man tells you
to do. If you have to wear a mask, wear a mask.
You’re supposed to wash your hands, wash your
hands. If you’re suppose to take five showers a day,
do what it takes. Don’t fight it,” Richard said.
—Karen Garcia

County moves to expand
farmstays project
Brett Ferini grew up working on his family’s
farm, Rancho Laguna Farms, in Santa Maria. There,
he learned how to turn barren land into fruitful
soil that could host the berries, broccoli, kale,
lettuce, and cauliflower that Rancho Laguna Farms
produces and sells. He learned about where food
comes from and all the work that goes into making
it, and he wants to share that knowledge with others.
A program, known as the farmstay project,
that would allow farmers and ranchers to offer
overnight visits on unincorporated agricultural
county land could help Ferini achieve that goal
while also providing added income. At a meeting
on Sept. 1, the Santa Barbara County Board of
Supervisors gave staff the green light to move
forward with the project as quickly as possible.
“It’s new avenues like farmstay that can really
help the small growers who are trying to grow
their business stay relevant in such a competitive
environment,” Ferini said at the Sept. 1 meeting.
Farmstays were first enabled statewide through
the California Homestay Bill of 1999, according to
Dan Klemann, deputy director of Santa Barbara
County Planning and Development. Klemann
said the 1999 bill laid out various regulations for
farmers and ranchers hoping to offer overnight
visits in a bed-and-breakfast-like setting, but
exempted them from the most stringent health
and safety requirements that are mandated in
commercial restaurants and hotels.
The intent, Klemann said, is to make it easier
for farmers to bring in visitors who might be
interested in touring a farm, tasting the food or
drinks produced there, learning about agriculture,
and spending more time in the area.
Farmstays have been allowed in the Gaviota
area since the county adopted its Gaviota Coast
Plan in 2016, according to a county staff report.
Through that portion of the plan, farmers in
Gaviota are able to have farmstays as long as they
host no more than 15 guests a night, use no more
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MISSION

North County

The mission of the
North County Rape
Crisis and Child
Protection Center is to
reduce the incidence of
and vulnerability to
sexual assault, child
abuse, and human
trafficking by providing
education and
prevention skills to
community children and
adults; and to alleviate
the trauma experienced
by survivors of these
crimes by providing
direct services.

Child Protection
Center
Prevention Education Services
Intervention & Counseling

24-Hour Support Line (805)736-7273
www.sbcountyrapecrisis.org
If you or someone you know needs help, reach
out. Advocates are available to take your call!

KNOW MORE | DO MORE | NO MORE!
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WOMEN VOTERS®
OF SANTA MARIA VALLEY
presents
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to Fill u n
i
your car
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PASS OR DON’T PAY

Old & New Vehicles
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Spanish translation provided

OIL CHANGES

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Link to register and link for questions can be found at:
My.lwv.org/California/Santa-maria-valley
Spanish translation and Facebook streaming

PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS

ZOOM Forum for Santa Maria
Joint Union High School District
Board of Trustees
From 6-8pm. Zoom meeting

ORCUT T

ASK FOR DETAILS

1000 OFF

$

SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

Watch for Pros & Cons on Propositions
on our website by October.
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$
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Appointments
805-937-5340

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’99 & Older $15 extra,
Vans & Motor Homes $20 extra. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 9/30/20

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt
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EMPLOYMENT

ADVERTISING
SALES
New Times Media Group (NTMG) is a family-owned
business that has been part of the community since
1986. Our mission is to publish great newspapers which
are successful and enduring; create a quality work
environment that encourages employees to grow; and to
have a positive impact on our communities, and make it
a better place to live.
We are looking for an individual who cares about building
relationships and partnering with local businesses in
San Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties. If
you have the heart, we have the tools to train you to be
a successful Ad Consultant. You must be self-motivated,
ambitious, and an independent person who also wants to
be part of a great team. Successful reps will have a sincere
desire to help our clients assess their needs and work
together to create marketing campaigns that increase
their business.
Talents:
• A curiosity about how different types of businesses
work.
• An interest in learning consultative sales skills.
• Excellent time management skills and the ability to
work within deadlines.
• The ability to be social and enjoy talking with people.
• The ability to learn how to develop solutions to
marketing problems.
• A strong work ethic.
• Superior customer service skills.
Experience:
• Experience in business, customer service or related field
• College degree preferred.
TO APPLY: If this sounds like you, please
let us know by e-mailing your résumé and
cover letter to Cindy Rucker at crucker@
newtimesslo.com.
When you submit your résumé please answer the
following questions in the body of your e-mail:
1) Why are you interested in working for NTMG?
2) Why should we hire you?
Compensation includes a base
salary, commission and bonus;
excellent benefits package
including medical,
dental, and paid
time off.
NTMG is proud
to be an equal
opportunity
employer.

NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com
2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

NEWS
NEWS from page 4
than six bedrooms, offer food services only to
registered guests, do not have to build any new
structures for farmstay use, own 40 acres or
more, and are primarily interested in teaching
guests about the products grown on the property.
Klemann said county staff initially worked on
the Gaviota farmstay ordinance with the intent
of expanding the program to the rest of Santa
Barbara County, and the Board of Supervisors
agreed to consider such an expansion just after
the Gaviota Coast Plan was adopted in 2016.
A broader plan for the allowance of farmstays
throughout the county was folded into the
county’s Agricultural Tiered Permitting
Project, which includes a variety of proposed
amendments to existing zoning regulations that
would further encourage agricultural tourism.
But the Agricultural Tiered Permitting Project
was delayed due to funding and staff constraints
and other priorities. Now, Klemann said, county
staff are pulling the farmstay project out of the
Agricultural Tiered Permitting Projects in hopes
that farmers and ranchers in the Santa Ynez
Valley and Santa Maria can at least take advantage
of farmstays while other projects sit on the
backburner.
A number of North County farmers and
ranchers, many who are a part of an independent
coalition called the Farmstay Advisory
Committee, spoke in favor of farmstays and
other, broader efforts to cultivate agricultural
tourism in Santa Barbara County. John Parke, a
Santa Barbara County planning commissioner
and North County resident, said agriculture is the
backbone of Santa Barbara County.
“We want it to thrive at every level,” Parke said.
“We want to share it. And agricultural tourism is
one of the best ways of achieving those goals.”
The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously
to move forward with the countywide farmstay
project as currently proposed. This coming fall
and winter, county staff plan to begin drafting an
ordinance and initiating community outreach
efforts.
— Kasey Bubnash

Santa Maria allows U-Haul to
add 600 mini-storage units to
its property
Santa Maria’s miniature storage options are
about to increase.
The City Council voted on Sept. 1 to deny an
appeal brought before them by Stephen Wagner,
a concerned community member who opposed
the city Planning Commission’s June 17 decision
to approve permits for the U-Haul Mini Storage
and Office project.
The Planning Commission’s decision in favor
of the project narrowly passed after multiple
hearings. The first hearing on May 6 ended
with commissioners continuing the item with
direction for staff to return with findings to deny
the project. The item was continued again on
May 20, this time with the commission asking
for findings to both approve and deny the project.
On June 17, the commission approved
conditional use and planned development
permits for the U-Haul project at the former
Kmart at 2875 Santa Maria Way. The company
plans to remodel the existing building to
accommodate more than 600 mini-storage units
and a self-storage space. The vote was split 3-2.
About two weeks later, Wagner filed his appeal of
the project. As a resident in a nearby neighborhood,
Wagner’s main concerns included U-Haul moving
trucks being visible from Santa Maria Way, the
project not having enough landscaping to block sight
of the operations, incorrect use of commercially
zoned land, and a lack of communication to nearby
residents like himself.
But the city didn’t agree with Wagner’s
concerns. Community Development Director
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Chuen Ng recommended that the council adopt
a resolution to deny Wagner’s appeal and affirm
the planning commission’s decision to allow
U-Haul to build out its mini-storage remodel.
“There were some concerns that the mini
storage use is not a typical, commercial use,
and it may be more akin to warehousing or
light industrial use,” Ng said during the Sept.
1 meeting. “But as a result of the discussions
and deliberation, staff believes that the mini
storage use is not any more impactful than other
commercial uses in terms of noise or traffic, and
that there are other C-2 zoned sites that have
accommodated a mini-storage use in the past.”
A U-Haul representative also emphasized that
the company does have a small retail component
that would continue to generate tax revenue for
the city.
But Wagner—and the 240 neighbors who he
said signed his petition—also took issue with the
site being an “eyesore” for those passing by on
Santa Maria Way.
“I think we’re seeing an inadequate level of
landscaping added to the site,” he said.
Tom Martinez, the architect for the U-Haul
project, said that the site’s landscaping meets city
standards.
“We’ve added additional planters at both
ends for a total of 15.8 percent of the site in
landscaping,” Martinez said. “The number of
trees, location of the trees, was all determined by
the city’s parks and rec department.”
Wagner then asked that, if the City Council
moved to deny his appeal, that they at least
consider requiring U-Haul to park its moving
trucks on the other side of the lot, which borders
Highway 135, rather than on the Santa Maria
Way side.
Councilmember Gloria Soto asked Ng
whether this would be possible. Ng explained
that there are certain parts of the parking lot
that are approved for truck storage, and that the
company’s trucks are currently parked on both
sides of the lot, though more are toward the Santa
Maria Way side.
Councilmember Mike Cordero questioned
whether the council had the right to tell
businesses how to use their parking lots.
After expressing that she believes U-Haul’s
changes to the property are an overall
improvement, Councilmember Etta Waterfield
motioned to deny the appeal and affirm the
Planning Commission’s decision to allow U-Haul
to move forward with its mini-storage project.
The council approved the motion 4-0, with
Mayor Alice Patino absent from the meeting.
—Malea Martin

Buellton gym faces closure for
health order noncompliance
While local enforcement agencies have, for
the most part, found success with voluntary
compliance when enforcing COVID-19 health
orders, the Santa Barbara County District
Attorney’s Office announced on Sept. 2 that a gym
in Buellton is being taken to court for refusing to
halt indoor operations during the pandemic.
According to a press release, an Aug. 31
hearing resulted in a temporary restraining order
being issued against All Sport Fitness Center to
cease all indoor operations.
“All Sport was allowed numerous
opportunities to comply with public health
orders but failed to do so, despite warnings from
the city of Buellton’s code inspector and the
District Attorney’s Office,” the release stated.
The temporary order will remain in effect
until Sept. 11, when the court will decide whether
it’s valid, Senior Deputy District Attorney Brian
Cota told the Sun. If the court rules in favor of the
order, it will become permanent and All Sport
will have to remain closed until the health order
on indoor gyms is lifted.
Dave Henrey, founder and president of the fitness

center, told the Sun that “the last thing I want to do is
endanger anybody.” He believes that his gym is not
posing a health risk to the community.
“Physical exercise actually increases your immune
system, which would help you fight disease,” Henrey
said. “We have 25 foot ceilings. We had maybe 12
people in there, in a 12,000-square-foot building.
Everybody has plenty of space.”
He added that he moved the fitness equipment
to be at least 6 feet apart, required face masks, and
only allowed existing members to use the facility.
But Cota said that, no matter how clean and
careful a facility is, the rule remains that indoor
gyms cannot operate under current health orders.
“He could have everyone separated by 6 feet,
he could have masks on them, he could have
only five people in there,” Cota said. “It’s still a
violation of the health order.”
Henrey said he invited the public health
inspector to come see his facility multiple times.
“They told me that they don’t have time to
come visit,” he said.
Cota said that the public health inspector only
goes to see a facility if there is ambiguity over the
health order violations in question. In this case,
he said, there was no ambiguity.
“Indoor operations aren’t allowed, so he
wasn’t going to convince them that it wasn’t an
indoor operation,” Cota said. “They don’t have
the ability to disagree with an order from the
governor or from the local agencies. … Indoor is
just prohibited, period, so there’s no ambiguity
that could be resolved.”
Henrey said he believes a neighboring business
owner complained about his business being in
operation, and that without the complaint he
wouldn’t be forced to close. He said he feels it’s
unfair that only businesses who are complained
about get enforced, and that the county is “just
making an example” of him.
Cota could not provide additional information
about how authorities were made aware of
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FORCED TO COMPLY: Santa Barbara County announced that
a Buellton-based gym is being taken to court for refusing to
comply with public health orders.

All Sport Fitness Center’s noncompliance.
However, he said that enforcement agencies both
investigate complaints they receive and also “do
their own work” to find businesses that may be
out of compliance with health orders.
Henrey said that if the temporary order
becomes permanent on Sept. 11, the future of his
business is in limbo.
“If I shut down beyond this next date of Sept. 11,
then we’re done,” he said. “I will never apologize for
trying to protect my family and trying to do what’s
best for my family. Everybody should.”
—Malea Martin

Correction
In the Sept. 3 article “Staying afloat,” Lompoc
Hospital District Foundation President Alice
Milligan’s last name was misspelled. The Sun
regrets this error. m
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Federal Bureau of Prisons
FCC Lompoc, Lompoc Ca

NOW HIRING
Correctional Officer Positions
Our staff are valued.
Hard work and dedication are
rewarded with great benefits.

Get your latest
local news and
information regarding
the COVID-19 health
crisis from our awardwinning journalists.
We’re also here for
you to tell the stories
from our community.
Please feel free
to share any local
notable news, ideas,
stories, events,
images, or positive
actions deriving from
the current nationwide
crisis. You can send
them to slothevirus@
newtimesslo.com.

-Competitive Pay
-Fair Compensation
-Performance-Based Awards
-Promotion Opportunities
-Health Insurance
-Dental & Vision Insurance
-Life Insurance
-Annual Leave
-Sick Leave
-Paid Holidays
-Uniform Allowance
-Law Enforcement Retirement
-TSP with up to 5% matching
-Geographic mobility
opportunities

Starting Salary $49,178 to $55,974
Do your career justice

Come and work for a one of the most unique
agencies in the United States Department of
Justice where each employee's day-to-day
performance makes a difference. Our family and
career-oriented agency promotes integrity,
diversity, and professional development.

At the Federal Bureau of Prisons, being a Correctional Officer goes beyond the uniform
and a set of keys. You're building a rewarding career that goes beyond benefits, to help
those inside prepare for and succeed at a new life on the outside.
For additional information, please call
(805) 737-5069
or email
lox/recruiter~@bop.gov
WWW.USAJOBS.GOV

WWW.BOP.GOV
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

www.newtimesslo.com/
blogs/SLOthevirus/

INFORMATIONAL JOB FAIR · Saturday, September 26, 2020
Starting at 8am Scott Williams Training Center · Oakridge Rd. Lompoc, CA 93436

DENTAL CARE

Join Our Team!
Now Hiring an experienced & talented
groomer for our upscale grooming spaw.
We have a large & loyal client base
that appreciates the difference in our
services. Groomers are hired based on
Talent, Skill & Safety Practices, Love of
Animals, Personality, & Energy.

for the whole family!

OVER 29 YEARS OF PRIVATE
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach

3564 Skyway Dr., S.M.

ThatsFETCH805.com

SPECIAL!

$

99

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)
• Consultation

A $400 Value!

Email resume to Thatsfetch805@gmail.com

(805) 361-0802

NEW Doctor NEW Patient

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus,
Amanda Brown , Kara Gould & Isabella Moreno

We accept
payment
plans

(805) 474-8100
GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com

Se Habla Español · Walk-ins Welcome
Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm

IMPLANT SPECIAL

$2,500 SPECIAL
(REG. $4,300)
CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment
& Crown
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Consolidated
Experts say hospital consolidation is driving up
medical costs. Is it locally?
Editor’s note: This article is Part 1 of
a two-part series produced as a data
fellowship with the USC Annenberg
Center for Health Journalism.

BY PETER JOHNSON

J

amie Maraviglia has spent long days
and nights in the hospital, but her
time at home with medical bills is
sometimes even more intense.
The Arroyo Grande resident is
routinely in and out of the hospital
with her 2-year-old daughter, Ara, who
suffers from Hirschsprung disease, a
chronic intestinal illness.
Ara started out her life in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Sierra Vista
Regional Medical Center in San Luis
Obispo. She has had four surgeries since,
and is “gearing up for more,” her mom
said.
“I have stacks and stacks and binders
of medical billing,” Maraviglia told
the Sun. “I would spend, at one point,
10 hours a week on the phone with
insurance, with hospitals, with billing
companies. A lot of it is just arguing.”
Even with her employer-sponsored
health insurance, Maraviglia said she’s
astonished by the amounts on her
bills—the charges, the out-of-pocket
costs, the confusing network limitations,
and her ever-rising insurance premiums.
Maraviglia believes that getting health
care on the Central Coast is even more
expensive than in other places. She’s
concluded that there’s a core underlying
reason why.
“We live in a health care desert.
There’s no other way to say it,” she said.
“We are basically beholden to two major
health care companies.”
Dignity Health and Tenet
Healthcare—a national nonprofit and
national for-profit hospital system,
respectively—own all five hospitals in
SLO County and Santa Maria as well as
a network of local outpatient services,
clinics, and physicians.
According to a Sun investigation of
the cost of local health care, the two
systems made three times more revenue
on third-party payers—like Maraviglia
on an employer-sponsored plan—than
they did on Medicare patients in 2018
on a per-inpatient day basis, according
to data from the California Office
of Statewide Health Planning and
Development.
Between 2005 and 2018, local
hospitals’ net revenue on commercial
payers grew 354 percent, to $222.1
million, while their net losses on
Medicare payers plummeted 641
percent, to negative $133.8 million.
Locals and health care experts told
the Sun that the larger, highly integrated
systems are using their market leverage
to receive higher reimbursements from
private insurance providers, which they
say raises the overall cost of health care
and causes anticompetitive impacts.
“It dramatically raises the cost of
doing medical care,” said David Palchak,
an Arroyo Grande-based oncologist
with his own independent practice. “I

can’t get anything above Medicare rates
[from commercial insurance]. ... Two to
three times Medicare is unreasonable.”
In 2017, the five hospitals set their
prices between five- and nine-times
above what Medicare determined their
costs to be—bigger markups than
most hospitals in the state, according
to Medicare data. Dignity and Tenet
officials declined to answer specific
questions about their prices and revenue
trends, but they touted the benefits of
integrated care systems.
“Our primary goal is to provide
seamless care and service between
our hospitals and our clinics, imaging
centers, and urgent care facilities, for the
patients we treat every day,” Tenet Health
Central Coast CEO Mark Lisa said in a
statement. “[Tenet] provides safe, firstclass health care to anyone who walks
through our doors. ... As the largest
private, non-utility employer in SLO
County, we are proud to provide services
to the communities we are part of.”

Consolidation concern
In recent years, health care
researchers, advocates, regulators, and
lawmakers have all discussed hospital
consolidation with increasing concern
and urgency.
Earlier this year, state Sen. Bill
Monning (D-Carmel) introduced Senate
Bill 977, which would’ve expanded
the state attorney general’s oversight
of private health care transactions.
In 2019, California Attorney General
Xavier Becerra sued Sutter Health over
its allegedly anticompetitive charging
practices, which ended this year in a
$575 million settlement for Sutter to pay.
According to a 2018 study at UC
Berkeley, more than 80 percent of
California counties, including Santa
Barbara and SLO, had hospital markets
that were “highly concentrated”—or
close to becoming monopolies.
This consolidation is a result of years
and years of both horizontal (such as a
hospital acquiring another hospital) and
vertical (such as a hospital acquiring a
physician group) integration, experts
say. Many researchers conclude that the
consolidation wave has driven up health
care costs.
“The data is incredibly clear on this,”
said Jaime King, a professor at UC
Hastings College of Law who specializes
in health care markets and policy.
“Hospital mergers result in significant
price increases almost immediately.
Both entities’ prices go up as a result.
Neighboring hospitals’ prices go up, too,
as a shadow effect. It’s having an even
bigger effect in the overarching market.”
In Northern Santa Barbara County
and SLO County, Tenet’s and Dignity’s
shares of the in-patient hospital market
began in 2005, when Dignity (then
Catholic Healthcare West) acquired
a struggling French Hospital Medical
Center and Arroyo Grande Community
Hospital from previous ownership. It
already owned Marian Regional Medical
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Center in Santa Maria. Tenet had owned
Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center
in SLO and Twin Cities Community
Hospital in Templeton for years prior.
In the 15 years since, the two systems
expanded. Tenet bought a multi-state
hospital chain, Vanguard Health
Systems, in 2013 and then partnered
with outpatient giant United Surgical
Partners International. In 2019, Dignity
merged with Catholic Health Initiatives,
a Colorado-based hospital chain, to form
CommonSpirit Health, which is now the
second largest nonprofit hospital owner
in the U.S.
As the systems grew outward, an
increasing number of Central Coast
physician groups, primary care centers,
urgent cares, and other outpatient services
joined Dignity’s and Tenet’s umbrellas.
“That’s where a lot of the growth is
now focused,” King said.
Hospital prices in Northern Santa
Barbara County and SLO County also
rose substantially over those years.
Rates vary by facility, but in 2017, all five
hospitals’ chargemaster prices, when
divided in aggregate over their Medicare
determined costs (called a charge-to-cost
ratio), exceeded the state median.
Chargemaster rates (the raw prices
for all services, goods, and procedures)
are rarely what patients and insurers
end up paying for care. But they’re often
the starting point for negotiations with
HOSPITALIZED: Arroyo Grande resident Jamie Maraviglia says that the hospital bills for her daughter,
insurers and for other billing calculations.
Ara (pictured), who suffers from a chronic illness, are putting significant financial strain on her family.
“They are relevant,” King said,
“because
DATA FROM CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES
oftentimes
insurance
companies
negotiate a
percentage off of
the chargemaster.
And they’ll say,
‘We negotiated
50 percent off the
chargemaster.’
But what is the
chargemaster? If
the chargemaster
is 500 percent of
Medicare, that’s
still 250 percent
above Medicare.”
On average,
California
hospitals’
chargemasters were MARKUPS: A charge-to-cost ratio “is a way to measure the markup of chargemaster rates over Medicare-allowable costs,” according
to a 2015 Johns Hopkins University study. “It’s a hospital’s total gross charges divided by its total Medicare-allowable cost.” While
about five times
raw chargemaster rates are not often billed to patients, they are often the starting points for contract negotiations with insurance
their total costs
providers, industry experts say.
as calculated by
Medicare. Locally,
FILE PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE
those charge-tocost ratios ranged from 8.6 at Twin
Cities Community Hospital, to 5.2 at
Marian Regional Medical Center, to 2.2
at Lompoc Valley Medical Center, the
region’s only public hospital.
The markups, King said, underscore
how hospitals can charge with near
impunity given their power and leverage
in the market.
“What a lot of what this tells us is our
basic economic models for price and
demand—what Economics 101 would
tell us—just does not apply to the health
care markets in this country. We’re just
not seeing that happen,” King said. “It’s
seems as though prices can go up and
up and up, and we don’t see the demand
fall.” m
You can reach Peter Johnson, assistant
editor of the Sun’s sister paper, New Times,
at pjohnson@newtimesslo.com.

INTEGRATED: Dignity Health owns Marian Regional Medical Center in Santa Maria, Arroyo Grande Community
Hospital, French Hospital Medical Center in SLO, and a variety of local clinics, services, and physicians. Its new
parent company, CommonSpirit, is one of the largest nonprofit hospital systems in the U.S.
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Protecting
pets
CARE4Paws is hosting a
pet food drive and
donation-matching
campaign this
month to help
pet owners
and animals
in need

BY MALEA MARTIN

I

t’s well documented that owning a pet can
help reduce anxiety and depression. Studies
conducted by the Human Animal Bond
Research Institute found that pets can alleviate
worry, provide comfort, and even reduce blood
pressure in their owners.
But when owning a pet becomes a financial
burden, some of those positive effects can be
threatened—and during the pandemic, financial
woes are becoming all too common.
“Right now, the tricky thing is that people
need their pets more than ever, but at the same
time they’re having a hard time providing for
their pets,” said Isabelle Gullo, co-founder
and executive director of CARE4Paws, which
provides community, awareness, responsibility,
and education (CARE) for owners and their pets
in Santa Barbara County.
“We want to provide services that these pet
owners otherwise might not be able to afford, to
make sure that these pets can stay in their homes
and continue providing that emotional support
to their owners,” Gullo continued.
This became the inspiration for the
organization’s September Pet Food and Matching
Donation Drive. Donors will have their
contribution matched until the organization
reaches $10,000 in donations, Gullo said,
thanks to private donors who contributed to the
matching fund.
“The idea with the donation drive is, because
we’re providing an unparalleled number of
services, we want to make sure that we can
continue providing support to the community
at this high level through COVID and beyond,”
Gullo said.
Since the pandemic started, the organization
has provided about 4 tons of pet food and cat
litter to pets in need every week. In 2019, 2 tons
of food were distributed—for the entire year.
Spays and neuters have also gone up, with the
organization this year already exceeding the
number of procedures performed in all of 2019.
“It’s something that we never could have
anticipated,” Gullo said.
The money raised from the drive will also
help support the organization’s various other
programs, including low-cost or free veterinary
care, vaccine clinics, education, community
outreach, intervention, and CARE4Paws’
mobile clinic.
The mobile clinic runs four to five day a week,
Gullo said, and works its way from Santa Barbara to
Lompoc, and then through the Santa Maria Valley.
Lompoc and Santa Maria receive 65 percent of the

SAFE AND HEALTHY:
CARE4Paws’ September
pet food and donation
drive aims to help the
organization continue to
serve local pets and their
owners with free pet food,
spaying and neutering
services, veterinary care,
and more.

mobile clinic’s services.
CARE4Paws’ also continues to run its Safe
Haven program to help pet owners experiencing
domestic violence.
“We provide support for domestic violence
survivors where we put their pets into foster
care or boarding so that the owners can leave
an abusive situation without fearing for the
well-being of their pet,” Gullo said. “On average,
a woman will stay two years longer in an abusive
situation because of a pet.”
More people staying at home than usual,
due to the pandemic, can lead to increases in
domestic violence, District Attorney Joyce Dudley
told the Sun in April. Gullo said the Safe Haven
program is partnered with the District Attorney’s
Office, as well as Domestic Violence Solutions.
“We want to make sure that we provide a safe
space for the pets so that the owner can transition
into a safe space for themselves,” Gullo said.
Just a few days into the fundraiser, Gullo
said they had already received $2,000 in
donations. But even after the $10,000 is reached,
CARE4Paws is always accepting donations and
community support.
For those who want to give pet food rather
than a monetary donation, drop-off locations
are at CARE4Paws partner stores including
Lemos Feed & Pet Supply, Montecito Pet Shop, La
Cumbre Feed, and PetSmart on Milpas Street in
Santa Barbara. Details for the drive can be found
at care4paws.org/drive.

Highlight
• Santa Maria Joint Union High School
District announced Sept. 2 that a Santa Maria
High School teacher is spearheading a sidewalk
book drive and giveaway to promote reading
and literacy. English teacher Annie Turner was
inspired to start the effort after learning that
her students didn’t know “where to get books or
have access to books in their homes,” a district
press release stated. The book drive will be held
on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:45 to
2:45 p.m. in front the high school’s bus pickup
zone, with an emphasis on books for fifth grade
through collegiate reading levels. “This sidewalk
special is my attempt to promote literacy and
reading in the children and community,’’ Turner
said in the release. “It is for all SMHS students
and anyone who walks by. … The more kids read,
the better equipped they’ll be.’’ m

Thanks for entering your music!

It’s in the judges’
hands now!
Winners will be selected by the end of September
Readers Choice voting will take
place from October 1–19

Stay tuned for more info to come
about this year’s event!
November 2020

NewTimesSLO.com

Staff Writer Malea Martin wrote this week’s
Spotlight. Send tips to spotlight@santamariasun.com.
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COMMENTARY
Online Poll

How has the first week of school
been for you families?
50% I guess alright, but we can’t wait till
in-person begins again.
20% So far so good; we feel supported by
the district.
20% Horrible. We have no idea how we’re
going to get through this
10% A bit rocky at first, but we’re starting
to get the hang of it.

10 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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Change agent
Lompoc’s 4th District
challenger would bring
needed new leadership
BY RON FINK

A

s the Nov. 3 election nears, Lompoc residents
have some serious choices to make. One of
them is who will serve to represent the 4th
District of the city on the southwest side of town.
This district is one of the older areas of the city,
and the commercial areas have suffered as the
central business district moved a mile and a half
north more than 30 years ago.
I recently interviewed Jeremy Ball, who is
running for that seat. He has carefully analyzed
key issues in the 4th District. His observations are
that it’s “the look and feel of our town. For years,
we’ve been forced to accept the degradation of
our parks. Other areas of
our city look abandoned.
We have to acknowledge
that blight from any
source weighs heavily on
Lompoc’s ability to attract
new businesses and new
families.”
This is especially true
with Ryon Park, host to
community- and regional-level festivals. This
park has needed some serious attention for a
couple of decades. Several smaller pocket parks
throughout the residential neighborhoods and
Centennial Park in the old town area of this
district are prime examples of parks needing
tender love and care.
Many commercial and private residential
properties are also in decline.
Ball concluded that several factors lead to this
condition.
“Well, for starters, the council majority, including
my challenger, decided to eliminate our code

county, state, and federal leaders hear from Lompoc’s
leaders ... and I mean constantly! As resources
become available, we need to know,” he told me.
“If we don’t have a seat at the table (in good
standing), we will surely miss out. Our council
should be painting a clear picture of our current
challenges and working with other leaders to
make sure Lompoc doesn’t get left behind. It
saddens me that leadership has eliminated the
economic development department as well as
the public information officer. These are critical
mistakes in times like these.”
Ball is facing an opponent who is not above
bullying his fellow council members into agreeing
with his point of view to the exclusion of all other
ideas, especially from the female members of the
council. We have also witnessed his badgering of
city staff during council meetings. A change of
attitude on the council dais is needed, and Ball
could be the change agent.
“My opponent’s leadership style is nothing
short of abrasive and divisive. He is a deeply
polarizing figure in the community, and his
treatment of city staff, including those who work
to protect and serve, is
deplorable,” he said.
“I want to be inclusive
of all viewpoints and find
ways to work together
even when we disagree.
Yes, I want city staff to
be held accountable, but
—Jeremy Ball, Lompoc City Council candidate I also want them to feel
motivated and supported
by their leaders so they can confidently and
areas subjected to weekly shooting incidents and
efficiently do their jobs,” Ball added.
innocent people are being killed.
“Lompoc has always had a self-esteem problem,
“I’m old enough to remember when we focused
and
yet we have an extremely talented and diverse
on a more balanced approach. It wasn’t that long
community. I want to bring more attention to
ago that we would go an entire year without a
the positive changes that are happening and work
murder,” Ball said. “We figured out how to fund a
to solve what needs to change with thoughtful,
more comprehensive approach, and we generally
compassionate leadership.”
kept the peace.”
Two men are vying for the 4th District seat, and
The recent pandemic has caused a major
one of them may alter the political landscape if
disruption to the business sector. I asked what can
elected. Jeremy Ball is a bright young man whose
the city government do to help business recover
political philosophy and vision is to better our
from COVID-19 losses?
economic situation and make public policy to
“One thing that could help is to make sure that our improve Lompoc. ❍
enforcement. How is this a good idea; how is this
leadership? Did Lompoc look too nice? If we want
to talk about vision, what does this say to the next
generation about our local commitment to their
futures when Lompoc looks forgotten?” Ball asked.
Soon after the election, in early spring the
council will begin discussing budget priorities
for the next two fiscal years. During the past two
budget cycles, the focus of the council majority has
been to eliminate many key positions; those poorly
executed budget-cutting sessions were led by Ball’s
competitor in this election.
“My priority for the budget is to stabilize
public safety (fire/police) while keeping focus
on our long-term goals that are clearly laid
out in the 2030 General Plan,” Ball said. “I feel
strongly that we need to stabilize our overall
public safety sector and strengthen our ability
to retain and attract qualified workers across
several of our departments. We’ve cut back so
much that it’s difficult for our city to function,
let alone thrive.”
Over the last few years, the level of violence in
some sectors of the city has escalated with some

‘We have to acknowledge that blight from any
source weighs heavily on Lompoc’s ability to
attract new businesses and new families.’
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Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send your
thoughts, comments, and opinionated letters to
letters@santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
Keep the dunes vehicle-free
For decades, the Oceano Beach and dunes have
been used for vehicular recreation and ATVs.
These last five months, since the shelter-at-home
order, a vehicle-free Oceano Beach has been a
blessing for our community and the entire South
SLO County.
State Parks is completing a Public Works Plan
(PWP) for the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular
Recreation Area, which will impact the life of our
community long into the future and is scheduled
to be submitted to the California Coastal
Commission (CCC) this coming October.
The PWP cannot be implemented without
the commission’s approval. The commission has
found that the present management of the Oceano
Dunes is out of compliance with the Coastal Act,
the Local Coastal Plan, and its operational permit.
It is fair and reasonable that it stays vehicle-free
until a sound and satisfactory plan for their
management is decided.
Reopening Oceano Beach and dunes to the
pre-COVID-19 vehicular traffic would be folly
under our present health emergency. The COVID

LETTERS continued page 11
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Arbitrary activism

A

pparently, Santa Barbara County is taking
a page out of the LA playbook. In April, LA
prosecutors filed charges against several
retailers that refused to follow COVID-19
closure orders.
A paddleboarder even got arrested
for violating beach closure orders,
according to the LA Times. How many
law enforcement officials does it take
to arrest a paddleboarder? More than
four! Lifeguards in boats tried to get
the guy to come to shore, and the dude
refused. And they had to call in the LA
County Sheriff’s Office for help!
How do they know who’s violating
orders? A bunch of complainers.
Here, in not-LA, we have the
case of the Buellton gym. The Santa
Barbara County District Attorney’s
Office got a judge to file a restraining order
against All Sports Fitness Center to cease indoor
operations until Sept. 11—possibly longer. Wow.
What about everyone else who is doing things in
violation of the order?
Are we going to start filing charges against
non-mask wearers? No, because the Santa
Barbara County Board of Supervisors decided
not to in August. Not wearing a mask in public
is more offensive than a private business doing
private business type things with willing
participants in an enclosed space, so WTF?
So it seems wrong that this gym, which is
struggling like so many other businesses and
just trying to stay afloat, would get in deep
water because someone got pissed off and
complained to the proper authorities about it. Do
you think the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s
Office is running around the county looking
for businesses that are out of compliance with
shutdown orders?
No! Who has that kind of time? It was

LETTERS from page 10
threat from thousands of motorized tourists
driving on our beach and dunes is not tolerable or
safe for Oceano. We need to protect our hospital’s
capacities from the number of injured that come in
when the vehicles drive on our beach and dunes.
We respectfully request that the area
remains vehicle-free until the PWP is released,
approved, and certified by the California Coastal
Commission.

Lucia Casalinuovo
president
Oceano Beach Community Association

The oil industry is being
devastated
The mantle of victimhood is never a
comfortable one, particularly for the proud
employees and families supported by Santa
Barbara County’s once-vibrant oil industry. Being
oil people, they are all too familiar with the cyclical
nature of their industry, most often the result of
market fluctuations and the influences of foreign
supply, but they have most recently fallen victim to
a chain of unforeseen events that have resulted in
economic peril and disruption for more than 500
of our friends and neighbors and their families.
This series of blows began in May 2015 when
the rupture of the Plains All American pipeline
idled Exxon’s Santa Ynez Unit, eliminating
the jobs of several hundred employees and
contractors, and continued with 2020’s COVID-19
induced market decline, which decimated much
of the local oil industry as the oil price collapse led
to shut-ins and layoffs.
And now, finally, just as their industry has
begun a slow recovery, they’re hit with the news

definitely a nosy neighbor activist. They should
be banned!
People can wait around inside car dealerships
for hours but can’t go to the gym to work out?
Salons are reopened for indoor operations.
Bowling alleys aren’t.
I guess the salons had better advocacy than
the bowlers did. But I think the governor’s mail
is about to get a little heavier, with a bunch of
bowling activists—Yes, California now has
bowling activists!—mailing him 3 1/2
pound bowling pins.
There was a little rally to reopen the
bowling industry on Sept. 5 outside
of Rancho Bowl in Santa Maria.
And they’re sending Gov. Gavin
Newsom their pins! Maybe that’s
what it takes to reopen. A little
political pressure.
But that didn’t work in the case of the
anti-U-Haul mini-storage petition, so
who knows! Rules are arbitrary. Made at
the whims of the politicians under pressure.
Petitioners in the neighborhoods near the old
Kmart on Santa Maria Way are very concerned
about having U-Haul trucks in the eyesore of an
empty parking lot that has basically sat vacant
since Kmart was actually in business.
The leader of the anti-U-Haul movement,
Stephen Wagner, also felt that the company
advertising prices on moving trucks in their
parking lot violates “the spirit of the city’s sign
ordinance.” Seems like Wagner is grasping at
straws.
He asked the Santa Maria City Council
to require U-Haul to park its trucks on the
Highway 135 side of the lot! What?
Councilmember Mike Cordero wondered if
the council had the authority to tell businesses
what to do in their parking lots. Come on man,
it’s totally arbitrary! m

Suppoing local journalism, one ticket at a time.

Tickets on sale now
at My805Tix.com and at
our official Box Office at
Boo Boo Records in SLO

Empty Bowls
Fundraiser
for 5CHC
SATURDAYS:
SEPT. 12, 19,
& 26
5Cities
Homeless
Coalition

Tiny Porch
Summer
Conce Series:

The Coffis
Brothers
SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 12
King Gillee
Ranch

Colony Square Pop-Up Drive-In
Theater: Dr. Doolile
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Wild Fields Brewhouse

A Woman on Broadway:
A Viual Conce
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Point San Luis Lighthouse
Viual Tour
WEDNESDAYS, SEPT. 16, 23, 30
Point San Luis Lighthouse

Colony Square Pop-Up Drive-In
Theater: Space Chimps
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Wild Fields Brewhouse

Empty Bowls Fundraiser
for 5CHC
SATURDAYS: SEPT. 19, & 26
5Cities Homeless Coalition

Wednesdays Around
the World: Italy
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

“Socially Distanced” High Tea
on the Blue Deck
FRI, SAT, SUN, SEPT. 25, 26, 27
Los Osos/SLO Master Chorale

Bang Muay Thai Seminar
w/Sensei Duane Ludwig
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Sleeping Tiger Fitness

Hot Buered Rum with The
Dales and Abby and the Myth
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Tiny Porch Conce s

Cass Wine Seminar:
The Evolution of Rosé
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Tent City Aer Dark
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
Tent City Sunken Gardens,
Atascadero

2020 Estate Beef
Dinner Series: Plate Ribs
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
Cass Winery, Paso Robles

Kiwanis of SMV Foundation
Poker Rally
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
Allan Hancock College

Fashions for a Purpose Annual
Fashion Show and Silent Auction
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
Online · Fashions for a Purpose

Patriot Cruise of San Luis Bay
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
Point San Luis
Lighthouse

The canary is wondering what activists will
think of next. Send comments to canary@
santamariasun.com.
that Phillips 66 will be closing the Santa Maria
Refinery and the 300 pipeline, the market access
point for much of Santa Barbara County’s
produced crude. The Phillips announcement of
its conversion of its Rodeo Refinery to biofuel
production and the closures of its Santa Maria
Refinery and the 300 pipeline hit our local
industry like an asteroid strike just as it was
beginning a slow recovery from its most recent hit.
While local industry officials currently ponder
alternatives and local families look hopefully
toward the future, they are faced with the
reality that their industry—foundational to the
economic standing of present-day California
and, certainly, Santa Barbara County—has
been subject to unrelenting attacks by local
environmental and activist groups, and their
Grand Inquisitor, the Environmental Defense
Center, for decades. While the local oil industry
and their employees have provided great support
for the local economy, tax base, and community,
the opposition has contributed nothing,
preferring to reserve their actions to eliminating
jobs that support local families and working to
prevent the creation of new ones.
While the Environmental Defense Center,
as indicated in its latest press release, celebrates
the devastation of our local industry, families,
and neighbors, and now hopes to exacerbate
the industry’s misfortunes by crushing Exxon’s
proposed trucking plan and killing Plains All
American’s pipeline restoration proposal, the
single voice of sanity in the local media, the only
voice that calls the EDC to task for its actions,
is the Canary (“Bye, bye energy,” Aug. 20). Our
thanks to the Canary for standing as a shining
example of objectivity and insight, and to the Sun
for printing it.

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS OPEN Get your tickets online or at
Boo Boo Records, the official Box Office for My805Tix events! Boo
Boo’s is located at 978 Monterey Street in SLO. Call 805-541-0657.
Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com
POWERED BY:

&

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Roy Reed
Santa Maria
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GRAND TOUR

The Land Conservancy and History Center of San Luis Obispo County are co-hosting
a virtual tour of the Octagon Barn in SLO on the fourth Thursday of each month. The
next entry in this Zoom series is Thursday, Sept. 24, from 4 to 4:30 p.m. Admission to
the tour is $5. Call (805) 544-9096 or visit historycenterslo.org to find out more.
—Caleb Wiseblood
PHOTO COURTESY OF HISTORY CENTER OF SLO COUNTY

ARTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

THE ART OF FACE MASKS: VIRTUAL EXHIBIT This
group show reunites several artists from the museum’s
2019 exhibit, The Art of Dress, including Georganne Alex,
Carole Coduti, Gwen Samuels, and others. ongoing Free.
artoffacemasks.com. Elverhoj Museum of History and
Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

A MIGHTY OAK: PERMANENT EXHIBIT ONLINE
Depicts the habitat around a Valley oak–one of the largest
and old trees found in our area. View the artwork online.
ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

REMEMBERING BUD BOTTOMS: A LEGACY OF
ART AND ACTIVISM This online exhibit features sea
life sculpture works by the Santa Barbara artist locallyrenowned for his iconic Dolphin Family sculpture installed
at the base of Stearns Wharf. Through Sept. 22 Free.
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SB COUNTY AND BEYOND Photographic landscapes
by George Rose. View online. ongoing Free. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: INSPIRED BY NATURE View the
exhibit online. Features photography by 29 Solvang School
Yearbook and Media students. The students, grades 7 – 8,
were inspired by philosopher Henry David Thoreau’s quote:
“All good things are wild and free.” ongoing Free. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CALL FOR ARTISTS (GRADES 4-12):
NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK This art contest
will give students an opportunity create
illustrations for a bilingual children’s book
that will depict local landmarks. Students
are to create their illustration on a paper
template entry form. All illustrations shall be
created using colored pencils only. Through
Sept. 25 Abel Maldonado Community Youth
Center, 600 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams live on PCPA’s
Instagram every Thursday and spotlights a different
thespian guest each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. Thursdays,
3:30 p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory
Theatre, 800 S. College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses
our students’ learning to serve children and parents who

are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock College
and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to bring a love
of stories and language to people right in their homes.
ongoing PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 800 S.
College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM Every Tuesday
sit down with one of our technical staff and learn about
the ins and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive with our
host Erik Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The Pacific
Conservatory Theatre, Santa Maria, pcpa.org.
WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL CLASSES Check Wine
and Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of virtual
classes online, for various ages. Also offering kids camps
for summer. ongoing Varies. wineanddesign.com/orcutt.
Wine and Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school
drama students. Check site or call for more info. ongoing
PCPA: The Pacific Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College,
Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP FOR AGES 5-6, & 7-12
Each week students will have the opportunity to use two
mediums while exploring the Elements of Art. Maximum 5
students. Masks are required. Pre-registration required.
Mondays, 3:15-4:15 p.m. $20. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand
Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP FOR ADULTS Each week
we will combine two or more mediums in several pieces.
We will work with watercolor, acrylic, ink, pastels, charcoal,
as well as various printmaking techniques in the course of
a month. Maximum of 5 guests. Pre-registration
and masks required. Mondays, Wednesdays,
1:30-3 p.m. $25. 805-668-2125. lila.
community. LilA Creative Community, 1147
East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

SUMMER DATE NIGHTS WITH THE CLARK
CENTER: ONLINE A weekly online performance series.
Look for it on the Clark Center’s YouTube Channel and
Facebook page. Donations will be split between artists/
organizations and the Clark Center. Saturdays, 6-7 p.m.
through Sept. 26 Donations accepted. 805-489-9444.
clarkcenter.org/summer-date-nights-2020/. Clark Center for
the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

BRUSHSTROKES 2020 Brushstrokes 2020 is a digital
exhibition featuring 42 paintings by members of The
Painters Group, an affiliated artist group of SLOMA, and
members of Art Center Morro Bay. Artists explore a variety
of subject matter, from portraits of loved ones and animals
to serene landscapes. Through Sept. 27 Free. 805-5438562. sloma.org/exhibition/brushstrokes-2020/. San Luis
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

CALIFORNIA SCULPTURE SLAM 2020 California
Sculpture SLAM showcases current works by established
and up-and-coming California sculptors. The exhibition’s
goal is to provide a platform for a wide variety of
concepts and materials. Exhibition slideshow online.
Through Sept. 27 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/
exhibition/slam-2020/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

DIGITAL EXHIBITION: TERMINALLY OPTIMISTIC-THE PRINTS OF RACHAEL WINN YON This
retrospective exhibition explores the prints of Rachael
Winn Yon, who was joyous, adventurous, curious, and
energetic. Her large personality is reflected in her prints,
with playful imagery and imaginative scenes. You can view
this digital exhibition at SLOMA.org. Mondays-Sundays.
through Sept. 27 Free. sloma.org/exhibition/terminallyoptimistic/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad
St., San Luis Obispo, 543-8562.

RAYTOONS ONLINE CLASSES: CARTOONING,
VIDEO GAME DESIGN, AND CREATIVE WRITING
Raytoons will be having online classes this fall in Cartooning,

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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Video Game Creation, Comic Book Making, 2D Animation,
Claymation, Creative Writing, and more. Available through
the Outschool Online School. Mondays-Thursdays, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. through Sept. 21 $10. 805-546-3132. outschool.com.
Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

SLO CAMERA CLUB Online Zoom meetings and
competitions. Everyone is welcome. Visit site for meeting
links. Second Thursday of every month Free to guest.
slocameraclub.org/home.shtml. SLO Guild Hall, 2880
Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 805-543-0639.

SLOMA: WEEKLY ART PROJECTS Kids can enjoy
new activities from home (posted online every Monday).
Mondays sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, 543-8562.
VIRTUAL ART GALLERY Every Friday, we publish our
Virtual Art Gallery to our blog and newsletter. Featuring
artworks from customers and the community. Fridays, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.
com/category/gallery-exhibits/virtual-gallery/. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

FREE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ART CLASSES
(ONLINE) Check the foundation’s site for various classes
offered, for ages 5 to 18. Through Oct. 31 Paso Robles
Youth Arts Foundation, 3201 Spring St., Paso Robles,
805-238-5825, pryaf.org.

INTRODUCING ENCAUSTICS Encaustic workshop
that provides an intro to basic techniques. Taught by Vicky
Hoffman. All supplies included. To register and prepay,
contact vicky@vickyhoffman.com Sept. 19, 1-4 p.m.
$75. 310-993-1732. Marie A Ramey, 7460 Pinal Ave,
Atascadero.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BOOK SIGNING: MICHAEL CORBIN RAY AND
THERESE VANNIER Their new book was inspired by
the true story of a major U.S. Navy disaster off the coast
of California nearly a century ago, in which seven ships
and nearly two dozen sailors were lost in a single night.
Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m. 805-772-2880. coalescebookstore.
com. Coalesce Bookstore, 845 Main St., Morro Bay.

CAMBRIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS ONLINE:
TAMING THE RESTLESS MIND A virtual exhibit. These
featured artists for September bring works of abstraction.
Deborah Pepin works with pastels, oils, and cold wax to
create what she calls her doodles. Marvin Sosna, now
93, will be exhibiting abstracts. Mondays-Sundays, Sept.
11, Sept. 12, Sept. 13, Sept. 18, Sept. 19 and Sept.
20. through Sept. 27 Free. cambriacenterforthearts.org.
Cambria Center for the Arts, 1350 Main St., Cambria.

ARTS continued page 13
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library. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

VIRTUAL STORY TIME LIVE FOR EARLY LEARNERS
Santa Maria Public Library presented a virtual story time
using Zoom for children aged 1 to 6. Sept. 12, 9 a.m.-9:30
p.m. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS OVER ZOOM Visit site or call
to learn about various virtual workshop offerings. ongoing
Varies. Unwind Studio, 130 N. Broadway, suite B, Santa
Maria, 805-748-2539, unwindsantamaria.com.

YOGA FOR MANKIND: ZOOM CLASSES Offering a
variety of virtual yoga and pilates classes over the summer.
Check site for class schedule. ongoing Starts at $10.
yoga4mankind.org. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N Broadway,
suite B, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BIG BLUE

As part of Valley Art Gallery’s current group exhibition, the Santa Maria Airport is
showcasing abstract works by local acrylic and multimedia artist Marilyn Dover Benson
through the end of September. Among the featured pieces on display is Benson’s Aqua Flow
(pictured). Visit valleygallery.org for more info. The airport is located at 3217 Terminal
Drive, Santa Maria.
—C.W.

ARTS from page 12
FEATURED ARTIST: GREGORY SIRAGUSA
“Photography is an opportunity to marvel at all the beauty
in the world. Birds, sunsets, mountains, oceans, each
offers a journey into the sublime,” the photographer said.
Through Sept. 29, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Free. 805-772-1068.
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 601
Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

FEATURED ARTISTS: TERRY GARVIN AND KAREN
PETERSON An exhibit of fine art photography. Garvin
says, “Art is important. It can relax, inspire, transform,
elate, more. My hope is that you have art in your life,” while
Peterson’s images showcase her love for the Central Coast.
Through Sept. 29, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Free. 805-772-1068.
galleryatmarinasquare.com. Gallery at Marina Square, 601
Embarcadero suite 10, Morro Bay.

MORRO BAY ART ASSOCIATION: PERSPECTIVES
MBAA presents this exhibit, which explores how
perspective gives a three-dimensional feeling to a flat
surface, using various artistic strategies in various
mediums; textile, encaustic, mixed media, oil, watercolor,
acrylic, and photography. Sept. 17-Nov. 2, 12-4 p.m.
Free. 805-772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org. Art Center
Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

OUT ON A WHIM Whimsical and unique artwork
from Larry Le Brane. Sept. 17-Nov. 2 805-772-2504.
artcentermorrobay.org. Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St.,
Morro Bay.

THE REBOOT: STORYTELLING REIMAGINED
ON ZOOM Now live on Zoom. A curated mix of invited
storytellers and open mic for novice storytellers. Spoken
word, improv, character sketches and interactive games.
Third Friday of every month, 7-8 p.m. Free. 805-772-9225.
facebook.com/topdogcoffeebar/. Top Dog Coffee Bar,
857 Main St., Morro Bay.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

84TH ANNUAL SOLVANG DANISH DAYS
CELEBRATION This traditional, weekend-long festival
includes live entertainment, a beer and wine garden, food
vendors, parades, and more. Check site for the festival’s

tentative schedule. Sept. 18-20 Varies. solvangdanishdays.
org. Downtown Solvang, Mission Dr., Solvang.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

GOOD MORNING LOMPOC The show is hosted by
Lompoc locals Michelle and Jeremy Ball, who aim to keep
the community connected while staying home at the same
time. Episodes are also available to watch on YouTube after
they’re streamed live. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 8:30
a.m. Facebook, Online, Inquire for Facebook address.

HARVEST MISSION LIFE DAY Guests can choose
to participate in various craft activities, including tortilla
making, carpentry, pottery, and blacksmithing. Check
site for tentative details. Sept. 14, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free
admission. lapurisimamission.org. La Purisima Mission,
2295 Purisima Mission, Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

30 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT Community Partners in Caring is seeking
volunteers to help support dependent older adults and
seniors. ongoing partnersincaring.org. Citywide, Santa
Maria.

BIZ MASTERS TOASTMASTERS TUESDAYS:
ZOOM Learn more about Toastmasters, prepare for ‘Your
Competitive Future’, and improve your communication and
leadership skills. Zoom Meeting ID: 317 198 472 (Password:
630). Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. through Dec. 15 Free. 805-5700620. Santa Maria Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get
support from others from the comfort of your own home.
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E
Orange St., Santa Maria.

LEGO PACK PROGRAM Take-home Lego program
for kids aged 6 to 17. Once registered, kids can pick up
the Lego Pack at the sidewalk service window. MondaysSaturdays. through Sept. 22 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY: MOVIE TALK
DISCUSSION GROUP A video conference movie
discussion group; meets on the second Thursday of
each month. For more information email sstarnaud@
cityofsantamaria.org or call 805-925-0994. Second
Thursday of every month, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free.
cityofsantamaria.org/city-government/departments/

METABOLIC CONDITIONING We use primarily our own
body weight in this interval training class to run through
exercises and drills to raise the heart rate, condition
our muscles, and stay flexible. This advanced class also
incorporates hand weights and sand bags, if you have
them. Mondays-Thursdays, 8:15-9:15 a.m. $72. 415-5165214. ae.slcusd.org. Online, See website, San Luis Obispo.
POINT SAN LUIS LIGHTHOUSE VIRTUAL TOUR
Zoom with a docent on a virtual tour of the Point San Luis
Light Station. Travel back in time to 1890, delve into the
history of the light station, and see all the places you’d see
on an in-person tour, plus more. Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m.
$10. 805-540-5771. pointsanluislighthouse.org/. Point
San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

SUNSET PHOTO SHOOT An evening for photographers
and enthusiasts to come to the station and take sunset
photos. A perfect place for photographers to come snap
shots of beautiful San Luis Bay, the setting sun, and other
picturesque views such as the breakwater and whalers
island. Sept. 11, 5:45-9 p.m.
$40. my805tix.com. Point San
Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse
Rd., Avila Beach.

its rooftop terrace. Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays, 8
a.m.-noon $10-$15 donation suggested. 805-235-0700.
hotel-slo.com. Hotel San Luis Obispo, 877 Palm Street,
San Luis Obispo.

LITERACY FOR LIFE TUTOR TRAINING Literacy For
Life has a San Luis Obispo countywide need for tutors.
Work one-on-one with non-literate adults learning to read,
write, and speak English. If you are interested in attending
the training but need help with using Zoom, please email
assistant@literacyforlifeslo.org. Both sessions are
required. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. through Sept. 19
805-541-4219. literacyforlifeslo.org/become-a-tutor.php.
Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.
MEDITATION, BREATHWORK, AND GRATITUDE
PRACTICE: LIVE ON ZOOM This class will support
you and help you stay vital during these uncertain
times. Practices include breathing techniques to calm
the nervous system, guided meditation for balanced
relaxation, mantra practice to calm the mind, and tips
to help you cultivate and maintain a home practice.
Wednesdays, 12-12:45 p.m. through Sept. 16 $10 for
SLO Botanical Garden members/$15 for non-members.
805-540-1762. eventbrite.com. San Luis Obispo Botanical
Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

MINDFULNESS IN THE DALLIDET GARDENS
Mindfulness is a type of meditation without dogma that
is simple and suitable for anyone. Engage your senses-sound, sight, touch--by sitting, walking and exploring in
silent contemplation. Tuesdays, 9-10:30 a.m. through
Sept. 29 $15. 805-543-0638. historycenterslo.org/
mindful.html. Dallidet Adobe and Gardens, 1185 Pacific
St., San Luis Obispo.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY CLASSES FOR SENIORS
Have you heard the phrase, “Sitting is the new smoking”?
Cuesta College’s Emeritus exercise program, taught by
Doris Lance, is offering a 45-minute class of stretching,

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 14
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SWIM LESSONS Call or go
online for full schedule and
to pre-register. MondaysThursdays Member $130;
Non-member $160. 805-4816399. 5citiesswimschool.
com. 5 Cities Swim School,
425 Traffic Way, Arroyo
Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

COASTAL CLEANUP
MONTH Become part of the
solution to ocean pollution
during Coastal Cleanup Month.
Want to keep our beaches
and creeks clean and stop
marine debris from entering
the ocean? Clean up your
neighborhood anytime during
Coastal Cleanup Month and
you’ll make a difference for
the coast. Saturdays. through
Sept. 26 805-884-0459.
exploreecology.org/coastalcleanup-day/. County-Wide,
Artists Throughout SLO
County, San Luis Obispo.

COMPLIMENTARY
OUTDOOR YOGA
CLASSES Hotel San Luis
Obispo, Piazza Hospitality’s
first property on California’s
scenic Central Coast, is
now offering complimentary
outdoor yoga classes on

RISE TO THE OCCASION

Wine, Women, and Shoes, an annual fundraiser to benefit RISE,
goes virtual this year and will take place on Sunday, Sept.
13, at 1 p.m.. The live broadcast will include a fashion show,
silent and live auctions, and more. Attendees have the option to
purchase a “Watch Party” package (pictured), which includes
wine and other goodies to enjoy while watching the show. Visit
winewomenandshoes.com to find out more.
—C.W.

Summer Special:
$25 off any service

(805) 621-5000
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954

smith-electric.com
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BIRD IS THE WORD

The Morro Coast Audubon Society presents Birds of a Feather Flock Together, a virtual
community program, on Monday, Sept. 21, from 7 to 8 p.m. This meeting, hosted by guest
speaker Jessica Griffiths, is part of MCAS’s monthly Zoom series. Admission is free. Call
(805) 772-1991 or visit morrocoastaudubon.org for the Zoom link and more info.
—C.W.

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 13

NOW OPEN
THROUGH SEPTEMBER

Walk through a beautiful
garden while nearly 1,000 live
butterflies flutter freely around
you. The exhibit features a
dazzling variety of butterflies,
from local favorites to exotic
tropical varieties. Learn about
the life cycle and behavior of
these spectacular invertebrates
while observing them up close.

balance, and cardiovascular fitness three days a week
available to seniors. Tuesdays-Thursdays, 9-9:45 a.m.
through Dec. 18 Free. 805-546-3942. cuesta.edu. Zoom,
Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

SLO NOONTIME TOASTMASTERS CLUB MEETINGS
Want to improve speaking and leadership skills in a
supportive and positive environment? During COVID, we are
meeting virtually. Contact us to get a meeting link for info.
Tuesdays, 12-1 p.m. Free. slonoontime.toastmastersclubs.
org. Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

TOWARD A MOMENT OF RECKONING:
UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF LOCAL AND
NATIONAL RACIAL VIOLENCE Structural racism
and the racial tensions that accompany it affect our
community just as they affect our nation. Join Dr. Leola
Dublin Macmillan as she provides her own perspective
as both a Black woman and as a scholar of race in
America. Sept. 11, 5:30 p.m. Free. 805-543-0638.
historycenterslo.org/lecture. History Center of San Luis
Obispo County, 696 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL 28TH ANNUAL WIGGLE WAGGLE WALK
FOR WOODS AND 5K Woods Humane Society’s annual

STANDING SUN: PURCHASES AND DELIVERIES
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info.
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413.
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St.,
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

FLYING GOAT CELLARS: APPOINTMENT AND
PICK-UPS This winery specializes in Pinot Noir and
sparkling wine. Call or check site for pick-up and
appointment info. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.4 p.m. 805-736-9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat
Cellars, 1520 Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE JACK HOUSE Public virtual

NINTH ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS Patrons who

installing rooftop solar energy systems by volunteering
with SunWork. This 3-hour online event teaches the basics
of rooftop solar, electricity, and safety. After completing
the training, you are eligible to join us to install residential
solar systems in our community. Sept. 12, 9 a.m.-noon
Free. 805-229-1250. eventbrite.com. Zoom, Online,
Inquire for Zoom ID.

WINE, WOMEN, AND SHOES WITH RISE Join us
for an afternoon of fine wines from across the Central
Coast — an online boutique shopping experience, raffles,
auctions, and more. Get ready for an afternoon of fun and
philanthropy, this year from the comfort of your home.
Sept. 13 Free. winewomenandshoes.com/rise. Zoom,
Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.
NORTH SLO COU NT Y

11TH ANNUAL DANCING WITH OUR STARS Dr.
Steve Robinson is fundraising for the Charles Paddock
Zoo by dancing on the 11th Annual Dancing with Our Stars
presented by the Friends of the Atascadero Library. Sept.
17-19, 5:30-10 p.m. charlespaddockzoo.org. Charles
Paddock Zoo, 9100 Morro Rd., Atascadero.
KRAZY DAZE SIDEWALK SALES Sept. 18, 10 a.m.
and Sept. 19, 10 a.m. No admission. 805-238-4103.
pasoroblesdowntown.org/. Downtown Paso Robles
Shopping Core, 12th and Park Streets, Paso Robles.

NAR-ANON: FRIDAY MEETINGS A meeting for
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varietals from all over the world. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5
p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery,
343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

or go online to make a reservation (reservations open to
the public). ongoing Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

VOLUNTEER SOLAR INSTALLER TRAINING
WEBINAR WITH SUNWORK Learn the basics of

PRESENTED BY: Schipper Construction,
Santa Barbara Independent, Voice Magazine, El Latino,
Noozhawk, Santa Maria Sun, and Ventura County Reporter.

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KALYRA: PURCHASES AND PICK-UPS Offering

Wiggle Waggle Walk is going virtual this year and anyone,
anywhere can participate. Participants can walk, run,
kayak, hike, bike or stroll. All proceeds benefit homeless
dogs and cats at Woods. Through Oct. 31 $25. 805-5439316. woodshumane.org/walk2020. Woods Humane
Society, 875 Oklahoma Ave., San Luis Obispo.
tours via Zoom of the famous Jack House of San Luis
Obispo. Access to the house is extremely limited and this
is your best opportunity to get the inside view. Thursdays,
2 p.m. $5 suggested. 805-543-0638. historycenterslo.
org/jack-tour.html. Zoom, Online, Inquire for Zoom ID.

Reservations required via sbnature.org/tickets.

FOOD & DRINK

those who know or have known a feeling of desperation
concerning the addiction of a loved one. Fridays, 12-1
p.m. Free. 805-221-5523. North County Connection,
8600 Atascadero Ave., Atascadero.

POP-UP DRIVE-IN The businesses at Colony Square
would like to invite you down to a Pop-Up Drive-In Movie
where we can provide you with donuts, popcorn or brews
directly to your car during the film. Thursdays, 8:15 p.m.
$11-$20. my805tix.com. Colony Square, 6909 El Camino
Real, Atascadero.

PRESQU’ILE WINERY: RESERVATIONS ONLY Call

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y
purchase tickets online will have three separate dates
and locations to pick up (and pick out) bowls handcrafted
by local artisans. And in an effort to support local
businesses, ticket-buyers will receive a coupon good for
a bowl of soup from one of the participating restaurants.
Sept. 12 and Sept. 19 805-574-1638. 5CHC.org. Trilogy
at Monarch Dunes, 1640 Trilogy Pkwy, Nipomo.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

BRUNCH IS BACK Celebrate the second Sunday of
the month with brunch. Enjoy a two-hour cruise on the
waterfront. Features fresh coffee, pastries, and more.
Second Sunday of every month, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $50.
805-772-2128. chabliscruises.com. Chablis Cruises, 1205
Embarcadero, Morro Bay.

MUSIC
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

SANTA MARIA PHILHARMONIC: SOUNDCLOUD
Features recordings of the Mozart Sinfonia from the
Philharmonic’s last live concert and other recordings.
ongoing Free. smphilharmonic.org. Soundcloud, Online.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAL POLY ARTS VIRTUAL MUSICAL SERIES: A
KILLER PARTY A collaboration between more than 50
Broadway professionals all working together remotely. A
9-part musical. Wednesdays $12.99 for complete series.
akillerpartymusical.com/cal-poly-arts. SLO, 805-756-7113.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

SATURDAY IN THE PARK: VIRTUAL CONCERT
SERIES Concerts will be available to stream for free
through YouTube. Upcoming acts include Chad Land
Band (Sept. 5), Rockin’ Bs Band (Sept. 19), and Ghost/
Monster (Oct. 3). Saturdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Free admission.
atascadero.org/youtube. Atascadero Lake Park, 461-5000.

A WOMAN ON BROADWAY Hosted by CASS Winery
and SloOpera, a fabulous concert in the vines featuring
the talent of Skye Privat and Susan Davies. Sept. 13, 6
p.m. my805tix.com. Cass Winery And Vineyard, 7350
Linne Rd., Paso Robles, 805.239.1730. m
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VIRTUAL STAGE

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO

Arts Briefs
Solvang holds 11th annual
Scarecrow Fest and Contest
Businesses and organizations throughout Solvang are
invited to participate in the 11th annual Scarecrow Fest and
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LANDSBY
Contest, which is
scheduled to begin
Thursday, Oct. 1, and
run through Saturday,
Oct. 31. Businesses
can participate in the
event by creating their
own unique scarecrow
to display in front of
their location, while
maintaining COVID-19
protocols, according
to a press release.
Entry forms to join
the contest are due
by Thursday, Sept. 17
(entry fee is $25).
In lieu of in-person voting during the contest, the public
will be able to vote for their favorite scarecrows online at
syvscarecrows.com. Winners will be awarded in six different
categories: Best Scarecrow Photo Op; Best Use of Recycled
Materials; Best Use of Business Theme; Most Danish;
Spookiest; and Most Humorous. Viewers of the website will
be able to access a map that specifies the location of each
participating business.
A Best of Solvang Scarecrow will also be chosen, which will
be entered into a Santa Ynez Valley-wide contest and compete
against scarecrow winners chosen from Buellton and Los
Olivos to determine the Valley’s Best Scarecrow. Last year, the
Santa Ynez Valley Marriott received the grand prize.
“This is the eighth year that the contest is going valleywide and other Santa Ynez Valley towns have definitely
embraced the ‘Fest,’” Tracy Beard, executive director of the
Solvang Chamber of Commerce, said in a press release. “The
more that each town gets into this, the better the experience
for both our locals and visitors—whose community
involvement and visits, respectfully, benefit the local
economy of the entire valley.”

Cypress Gallery’s September
exhibit showcases paintings
by Liz Poulin Alvarez
IMAGE COURTESY OF LIZ POULIN ALVAREZ

STAGE PRESENCE: Emily Trask (left) will direct a livestreamed reading of The Agitators, as part of PCPA’s InterPlay series. Yusef
Seevers (right) will play Frederick Douglass during the reading. Trask and Seevers have performed together in Shakespeare in Love,
The Importance of Being Earnest, and other PCPA productions.

Interstellar

Log in to Zoom and check out PCPA’s virtual, contemporary
play reading series, InterPlay
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

O

afternoon, Saturday, Sept. 19, at 1:30 p.m.
“While we would much prefer that
circumstances allowed us to gather in a theater
together, sharing these plays over Zoom actually
provides some lovely opportunities,” PCPA
Resident Artist and Literary Associate Emily
Trask, director of The Agitators, told the Sun.
“This format allows us to bring the immediacy
and intimacy of a live theater experience to the
comfort of your own home.
“It also allows us to have artists and audience
members participating from all over the state
and country who otherwise may not have been
able to join us,” Trask added. “How cool is it that
you could be experiencing a live play reading at
the exact same time as
PHOTO COURTESY OF LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
someone in a different
state?”
The plot of The
Agitators follows the
complex relationship

riginating in 2002, InterPlay—the Pacific
Conservatory Theatre’s (PCPA) popular,
seasonal play reading event—has traditionally
been held at Santa Maria’s Severson Theatre.
Rather than postpone or cancel this year’s
iteration, the company decided to adapt and
expand the weekend-long event into a series of
virtual offerings.
Between Friday, Sept. 18, and Saturday, Oct.
24, PCPA will stream live readings of six different
plays through Zoom. The first program in the
series, a reading of The Agitators by Mat Smart, will
premiere on Friday, Sept. 18, at 7 p.m. A second
reading of the play will stream the following

between historical icons Susan B. Anthony and
Frederick Douglass over the span of 50 years. PCPA
regulars Yusef Seevers and Polly Firestone-Walker
will read as Douglass and Anthony, respectively.
“I am so excited for these two indomitable actors
to get to breathe life into these words and characters
at such an incredibly apt time,” Trask said, who
previously acted alongside both performers during
The Importance of Being Earnest, Shakespeare in
Love, and other PCPA productions.
Aside from directing InterPlay’s debut reading,
Trask also helped curate the series’ play selection.
“As PCPA’s literary associate, I get to have a
‘hands on’ role with InterPlay and do one of my
favorite things—read a whole bunch of plays,” said
Trask, who also gets to access her passion for play
reading as the host of PCPA’s Rediscovery Reading
Club, another virtual program offered through
Zoom.
Aside from The Agitators, other upcoming play
readings in the series include Things I Know To Be
True, by Andrew Bovell, Mother Road, by Octavio
Solis, and Alabama Story, by Kenneth Jones. One
more play will be read but has yet to be announced.
During the selection process, Trask sorted
through several contemporary plays, all recently
premiered, written within the last year or two or still
in the early stages of workshopping, she explained.
“Some plays come from theater colleagues
across the country who are workshopping a brand
new script, some are suggestions from our PCPA
students or alumni,” Trask said. “Some come from
existing relationships with cool, new playwrights
whose work we’re keeping an eye on.
“One of the perks of doing contemporary,
recently written plays is that the playwrights are
usually still alive,” Trask added, as each episode
of InterPlay will be followed by a special talkback
with the actors, directors, and occasionally the
playwrights themselves.
While narrowing down the list of plays,
ultimately ending in a total of six, PCPA sought
out plays that specifically represented “a diversity
of voices and styles,” Trask said. Organizers of
the series also had to consider how well each play
would work as a script reading rather than a fullblown production.
“From there we try to select plays that work well
in a reading format—with no scenery, props, or
costumes,” Trask said. “Just the story, the actors,
and the audience.” m
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wants you to unmute
your Zoom window. Send comments to cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

Showtime

Visit pcpa.org/interplay to find out more about PCPA’s
InterPlay series. Admission to join each reading over Zoom is
$5. The series is scheduled to begin Friday, Sept. 18, and run
through Saturday, Oct. 24.
IMAGE COURTESY OF PCPA

The Lompoc Valley Art Association (LVAA) presents
California Landmarks, a new exhibition highlighting
landscapes by local artist and Lompoc High School art
teacher Liz Poulin Alvarez, which premiered at Cypress Gallery
on Wednesday, Sept. 2, and is scheduled to remain on display
through Sunday, Sept. 27.
Alvarez, a member of the Santa Barbara Art Association
and the California Art Club, used charcoal, watercolor, and oil
and acrylic paint to create the paintings featured in the exhibit.
Her art is available to view online as well at elizabethpalvarez.
com and on her Instagram page (@alvarezarts17).
Call (805) 350-9669 or visit lompocart.org for more info
on California Landmarks and other updates from the LVAA
and Cypress Gallery. The venue is located at 119 E. Cypress
Ave., Lompoc. m
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

FROM YOUR OWN HOME: Polly Firestone-Walker (seen here with Peter S. Hadres in PCPA’s
production of Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike) will read as Susan B. Anthony in PCPA’s
upcoming livestreamed reading of The Agitators.

ZOOM IN: The first program in the InterPlay series, a reading of The Agitators by Mat Smart, will
premiere on Friday, Sept. 18, at 7 p.m. A second reading of the play will stream the following
afternoon, Saturday, Sept. 19, at 1:30 p.m.

www.santamariasun.com • September 10 - September 18, 2020 • Sun • 15

GALLERY

ARTS
IMAGE COURTESY OF CHERYL AMBRECHT

IMAGE COURTESY OF CHERYL AMBRECHT

LET THE SUNFLOWERS IN: Cheryl Ambrecht became passionate about oil painting in 2002 and has
created a fresh batch of landscapes, still life, and floral pieces for display in Simple Pleasures.
IMAGE COURTESY OF PATRICIA WATKINS

IMAGE COURTESY OF PATRICIA WATKINS

SEA FOR YOURSELF: Among Cheryl Ambrecht’s new oil paintings on display in Simple Pleasures at Gallery Los Olivos is A Day in the Harbor.

Oh, simple thing

Simple plan

Find out more about Simple Pleasures,
scheduled to run through Monday, Sept. 28, by
calling (805) 688-7517 or visiting gallerylosolivos.
com. Gallery Los Olivos is located at 2920 Grand
Ave., Los Olivos. The gallery is currently open
Thursday through Monday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Gallery Los Olivos reopens its doors for the first
time since March, debuts Simple Pleasures exhibit
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

S

“

o far, 2020 has been quite
challenging for all of us. Who
would have ever guessed that a
pandemic would hit and change our
lives in so many ways,” said Cheryl
Ambrecht, one of two featured artists
in Gallery Los Olivos’ new duo show.
The popular venue’s closure, which
lasted nearly half a year, officially
came to an end on Thursday, Sept. 3,
when Gallery Los Olivos reopened its
doors to the public (safety procedures
are posted at the front for guests to
read before entering).
The day also marked the debut
of Simple Pleasures, an eclectic
exhibition showcasing paintings by
Ambrecht and handcrafted jewelry by
Patricia Watkins.
For Ambrecht, creating new art
during the course of the COVID-19
pandemic was “to make lemonade
out of the lemons,” she said. Over
the past several months, the Santa
Barbara-based artist has spent lots of
time working in her studio as well as
painting outdoors.
“Santa Barbara has such picturesque
views and vistas, just about everywhere
you go, from the mountains to the sea,”
said Ambrecht, who especially enjoys

painting ships, ocean waves, and other
harbor subjects.
Aside from scenic locales within
Santa Barbara, she enjoys plein-air
painting in the rolling hills of the
Santa Ynez Valley. A retired graphic
designer, Ambrecht became passionate
about oil painting in 2002 and has
created a fresh batch of landscapes,
still life, and floral pieces for display
in Simple Pleasures, to be paired with
Watkins’ fine art jewelry.
“Simple Pleasures illustrates all
our pleasures of real life,” Ambrecht
said, commenting on the exhibit’s
title before describing her recent art
ventures as painting until her heart’s
content, with limited distractions.
For Watkins, the show’s title refers
to her final products on display
rather than the artistic process, she
explained.
“Our show, Simple Pleasures,
describes my end products but not
the process or technique. The process
and technique can take a long time,”
Watkins said. “One of the simple
pleasures for women is adorning a
casual or dressy outfit with a piece of
jewelry. That fact is almost as old as
civilization itself.”
Watkins uses pearls, vintage

beads, gemstones, crystals, and other
materials to create her jewelry—
earrings, necklaces, bracelets, and
other items. Sterling silver, bronze,
and brass are among the various
metals she uses.
One aspect that attracted her to
showcase her works at Gallery Los
Olivos, which she called one of her
favorite galleries in Santa Barbara
County, is its inclusivity of various art
forms, she said.
“Most of our artists are painters,
but we also have two potters, one
woodworker, one sculptor, and one
assemblage artist,” said Watkins, a
longtime member of both Gallery
Los Olivos and Offtrack Gallery in
Encinitas.
A staple of the Santa Ynez arts
community since 1992, Gallery Los
Olivos has new hours since reopening:
Thursday through Monday, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., during which
guests can enjoy viewing Watkins’
and Ambrecht’s pieces in person
(last month’s virtual exhibition is
still available for viewing online at
gallerylosolivosonline.faso.com).
“One of my favorite pieces in the
show right now is a woven necklace
of purple and turquoise color,” said
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FROM EAR TO EAR: On Saturday, Sept. 12,
and Sunday, Sept. 20, featured artist Patricia
Watkins will be on-site at Gallery Los Olivos. Her
handcrafted jewelry is on sale at the gallery.

Watkins, who used yarn and beads
she had collected while traveling in
Europe. The necklace is also adorned
with pearls and gemstones.
A former high school teacher,
Watkins first forayed into jewelry
design while working for the Zarah
Company, before launching her own
jewelry business online, through
her website (watkinsarts.com). On
Saturday, Sept. 12, and Sunday, Sept.
20, Watkins will be working in the
gallery. Her jewelry on display is also

HIDDEN GEMS: Patricia Watkins uses pearls,
vintage beads, gemstones, crystals, and other
materials to create her jewelry—earrings,
necklaces, bracelets, and other items.

available for sale.
“If you purchase a piece, I hope you
enjoy it as much as I did in making it,”
Watkins said. m
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is
grabbing his mask and heading to the
gallery. Contact him at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GALLERY LOS OLIVOS

GUESS WHO’S BACK? A staple of the Santa Ynez arts community since 1992, Gallery Los Olivos
officially reopened its doors to the public on Thursday, Sept. 3, after its closure of nearly half a year.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

May & June
2020

Cold Stone Creamery
4869 S. Bradley Rd Ste. #113, Santa Maria
(805) 934-9545
orders.ordercoldstone.com/menu/acorn-plaza/
Cottage Urgent Care – Cottage Health
(scheduled to open August 18)
1846 N. Broadway St. A., Santa Maria
(805) 361-4279
www.cottagehealth.org/urgent-care/
DRK Real Estate, Inc.
195 S. Broadway, Orcutt
(805) 714-3072
www.drkrealestate.net
Evolve Retirement Plan Solutions
613 S. Main St., Templeton
evolveretirement.com
Laurel Wrapz & Signs
2015 Preisker Ln. Unit A, Santa Maria
(805) 868-8817
Laurelwrapz.com
NKT Commercial I, LLC
684 Higuera Street, Ste. B, San Luis Obispo
(805) 541-9004
Santa Maria Counseling
1505 S. Shepard. Dr. Suite 204, Santa
Maria
(805) 268-5317
smcounselin
smcounseling.com
Walpole & CO., LLP
2243 S. Depot Street #101, Santa Maria
(805) 569-9864
walpolecpa.com
ZenBusiness
702 Antonio Street, Austin, TX
(844) 493-6249
zenbusiness.com/form-llc/california

BUSINESS REOPENING & RECOVERY
RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT:

santamaria.com/COVID19-Recovery

(805) 925-2403
www.santamaria.com

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• The Century Room Restaurant
offering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar offering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com

Change a Child’s Story
There’s a child in your community waiting for a volunteer like you!
Become a CASA volunteer and speak up for a child who has experienced
abuse and/or neglect.

SBCASA.ORG

Foster a child,
Foster a future.
·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

Visit www.angelsfostercare.org
or call (805) 884-0012
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SUN SCREEN

Growing pains
D

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES

with Scott’s mom. Now Scott has to deal with his
mom’s new relationship, and he’s been enlisted
to walk Ray’s kids to school as punishment for
tattooing Harold. It also turns out that Ray, also
irector and co-writer Judd Apatow (Knocked
a firefighter, knew Scott’s father. The emotionally
Up, The 40-Year-Old Virgin, Funny People)
nuanced story is a terrific vehicle for Davidson,
delivers a poignant dramedy about directionless
who exhibits depths I didn’t think he had in him.
24-year-old Scott Carlin (Pete Davidson, who also
It’s a shame this film didn’t have a chance to come
co-wrote the screenplay with David Sirus). Scott
out in theaters. It’s terrific.
spends his days smoking weed and trying to find
Anna: I love an Apatow flick—they always
people who will let him practice tattooing on them.
manage to be funny and emotionally resonant,
He blames his failure to launch on his ADHD,
and The King of Staten Island falls firmly in those
Crohn’s disease, and his firefighter father’s death. As
two categories. Scott may be 24, but he’s also
his much more mature younger sister Claire (Maude
perpetually a 12-year-old. He hangs with the
Apatow) heads off for college and his mother Margie
same group he always has, is sleeping with a girl
(Marisa Tomei) encourages him to get on with his
he has known since fourth grade, and outright
life, Scott’s forced to confront his failures. (136 min.)
refuses to do anything outside of his comfort
zone. Just getting him to put on a sport coat for
Glen: Pete Davidson’s real-life father, Scott
his sister’s graduation party is a headache for his
Davidson, was a New York City firefighter
mom, Margie, played by the magnificent Marisa
who died during the 9/11 attack, so this semiTomei. Instead of supporting his mom moving
autobiographical story feels very personal.
forward in life, he desperately clings to her,
Davidson’s character, Scott, can’t take
undermining Ray every chance he gets. We know
responsibility for his own failures. He can’t
he’s not a bad guy, but the bonds
commit to anything, even his
he forms with Ray’s kids as he
secret girlfriend Kelsey (Bel
THE KING OF
walks them to school make Scott
Powley), who he refuses to
almost endearing. He reluctantly
STATEN
ISLAND
acknowledge publicly and who he
takes a job as a busser at his uncle’s
What’s
it
rated?
R
thinks is too good for him anyway.
restaurant where he has to literally
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
He dropped out of high school,
fight for his tips, and slowly but
What’s
it
worth,
Glen?
Full
price
his attention span is too short to
surely we watch Scott grow up and
Where’s it showing? Redbox
be a competent tattoo artist, and
Margie start looking out for herself
his mom’s an enabler. The story
instead of everyone else. I agree
gets traction when Scott tries to
that this should have been seen in theaters, but
tattoo 9-year-old Harold (Luke David Blumm),
since we’re all stuck at home, you might as well
whose dad, Ray (Bill Burr), shows up at Scott’s
enjoy this Apatow gem any way you can.
house to confront him but becomes smitten
Glen: Like Scott’s life, the first half of the film

TV & Film Reviews

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE OTHRS AND HBO

THE VOW

What’s it rated? TV-MA When? 2020
Where’s it showing? HBO
HBO’s new series The Vow is an in-depth look at NXIVM
and its leader Keith Raniere’s rise and fall as he indoctrinated,
brainwashed, and recruited members of his self-described
“multi-level marketing company.” Behind the guise of
betterment and self-improvement, Raniere’s reign of terror left
families torn apart and women branded and imprisoned into
sexual slavery.
To be in the club is to be exclusive, but soon the simple
idea of finding your joy is overshadowed by the power-hungry,
conniving Raniere and those he has recruited as his closest
followers. The series combines footage of Raniere in various
talks and interviews, woven with talking heads of former
members and experts who bring closely held and private
truths about the inner-workings of the group and what
extracting yourself from it really meant. Losing your family,
your friends, and the collateral that Raniere demanded—your
house, your savings, your life.
This is bound to be a fascinating series from beginning to

REIGN OF TERROR: The Vow is an inside look at recently
convicted Keith Raniere’s (pictured) business-turned-cult
that left members destitute, branded, and forced into sexual
slavery. This HBO series chronicles retellings by Raniere’s
victims as well as outlining the rise and fall of this cult that
hid behind self-growth.
end. Episodes are released one at a time on Sunday nights
through HBO and HBOMax. (nine 55- to 60-min. episodes)
—Anna

sort of meanders around,
driving home the point that
Scott’s a mess, but by the
second half, the film starts
to get to its point, which
is about a son reconciling
his father’s death, learning
to take responsibility, and
understanding that a family
tragedy is surmountable
with effort. When Scott
starts to hang around Ray
and the other firefighters,
he begins to understand
their motivations—
and through them his
father’s—and sees his
father in another light. He
KING OF NOWHERE: Pete Davidson stars as Scott Carlin, a directionless 24-year-old trying to
figure out his life, in the Judd Apatow-directed dramedy The King of Staten Island, now at Redbox.
also discovers that Ray is
a pretty good guy—good
when Ray’s fire crew starts talking about his
enough for his mother—
father the hero. Heroes don’t leave their kids and
and that his mother deserves a shot at happiness
wife behind to run into burning buildings, Scott
again. It’s all surprisingly moving, and I was fully
says. This contention is one of the big shifts in
invested in Scott. You could argue the character
character development that we see from Scott
and premise are pretty typical of an Apatow film,
after he moves into the fire house and starts to
which are usually about man-boys learning to
see what the job is really all about. I thought this
accept responsibility, but even though there’s a
flick was warm and funny, light enough to enjoy
familiar feel to the film, its personal connection
but with enough heart to stay with you. Watching
to its star Davidson—whose real-life father was
this perpetual teenager finally grow up was a joy,
last seen running up the stairs of the Marriott
and Davidson along with his supporting cast put
World Trade Center—ups the emotional ante. I
together a gem. ❍
thoroughly enjoyed this one.
Anna: At first, Scott seems almost flippant
New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and
over losing his father, but we soon realize that
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen
resentment and deep sadness sit just below the
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
surface. When Ray takes him to a ball game in
newtimesslo.com.
hopes of bonding, Scott can’t help but interject

LYING AND STEALING

What’s it rated? R
When? 2019
Where’s it showing? HBO and Amazon Prime
Though a box office bomb, this slick crime caper has
a lot going for it. Directed and co-written by Matt Aselton
(Gigantic), it follows Ivan (Theo James), an art thief trying
to pay off his dead father’s gambling debts to Dimitri (Fred
Melamed), a ruthless Greek gangster. Dimitri points Ivan in
the direction of select pieces of art, Ivan steals them and gets
a small cut for himself. His goal is to pay off his father’s debts
and collect enough of a nest egg to get out of the heist game.
At a posh party he’s crashed to steal a piece of art, Ivan
meets Elyse (Emily Ratajkowski), a casually immoral kindred
spirit. She’s an actress who’s been blackballed from Hollywood
and is trying to buy her way back in through various con
jobs. There’s also Ivan’s brother, Ray (Ebon Moss-Bachrach),
a degenerate gambler and drug addict. Moss-Bachrach is
fantastic, as is Melamed. Both steal every scene they’re in.
Despite its low budget and largely unknown cast—
Ratajkowski is probably best remembered as one of the
topless dancers in Robin Thicke’s rapey “Blurred Lines”
video—the film generates some escapist fun. (100 min.) ❍
—Glen

PHOTO COURTESY OF 50 DEGREES ENTERTAINMENT

KINDRED SPIRITS: Elyse (Emily Ratajkowski) meets Ivan
(Theo James) at a party, where he’s there to steal artwork
and she’s working a con, and they develop an uneasy pact,
in the crime drama Lying and Stealing, available on HBO and
Amazon Prime.
Sun film reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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EATS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

FOOD

Sweet
and
social

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GINA’S PIECE OF CAKE

Gina’s Piece of Cake
took to social media
for a helping hand to
make it through the
pandemic

MAKE IT LIGHT: Incorporating a little bit of humor into baking, Gina’s Piece of Cake started making toilet
paper cakes at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

BY CAMILLIA LANHAM

O

ne day, Gina’s Piece of Cake was
open, baking, and cranking out the
cakes. And the next day, it wasn’t.
“When the pandemic first started,
obviously, the mall just closed our
doors,” owner Gina Martin said.
The saving grace? Because the shop
is just inside the Santa Maria Town
Center’s entrance, Martin said they had
a side door that they could use to access
the bakery from outside the mall.
“Without that, I don’t know that we
would still be open,” she said.
It took a little while to figure out how
to make things work, but with the help
of social media, a Paycheck Protection
Program loan, and a little outsideof-the-box thinking, Gina’s made it
through two rounds of COVID-19 mall
closures and was back to full operating
hours as of Sept. 3, when the Town
Center reopened again.
Initially, in March, after a brief
closure, Martin said they opened for
minimal hours twice a week, offering
specials and selling them out the side
door. As other food establishments
began selling to-go orders, Martin
said they decided that Gina’s could do
something like that, too.
Cake decorator Ali Wilson, who now
manages the bakery’s social media feeds
and decorates cakes, put the word out on
Gina’s Facebook and Instagram pages.
Martin said she never really paid
attention to how many people followed
the business on those platforms because
the bakery didn’t need it. After being
open for 16 years and in the mall for
nine, Gina’s stayed pretty steady with
a good reputation in the community.
However, as the pandemic picked up
steam, people canceled their orders for
big events such as weddings, and with
the mall closed, customers couldn’t
peruse the glass case for their sweet
tooth fix.
Gina’s was forced to figure out how to
reach customers in a new way and keep
them updated on constant changes.
Martin said it made her realize how
important it is to stay connected with
the community.
“Social media is really the only thing
that kept us alive,” Martin said. “All of
those people who click ‘like’ or make
a comment or share our post, they’re

DAILY SIX-PACK: Because the Santa Maria Town Center Mall was closed during much of the pandemic,
Gina’s Piece of Cake started advertising a handful of specials on social media for curbside pickup each
day, such as half a dozen gourmet cupcakes.

really responsible for helping us be
successful during this time. … I’ve never
really been a huge marketing person on
social media, but gosh, it really works.”
Gina’s offered up a COVID-19
survival box, “a sampler box on steroids,”
Martin said—cookies, brownies, mini
cakes, cream items, and a loaf of bread.
“There was a huge bread shortage
for whatever reason. It was the weirdest
thing,” Martin said. “We were desperate;
we just needed to pay some bills.”
And then there were the toilet paper
cakes, which Martin said was Gina’s
way of trying to make a heavy situation
a little bit lighter. Everything was so
dark, heavy, and scary, Martin said, so
they were trying to be humorous and
still stay afloat. They were a hit just like
the survival kits.
The bakery came up with daily
specials—a six-pack of gourmet
cupcakes or French macarons, mini
cheesecakes, liguiça rolls with jalepeño
and cheddar cheese, mini cream puffs
and chocolate eclairs, croissants of all
flavors. They’d advertise those specials
on social media, people would order,
drive up to the side door, and either
hop out to grab their orders or get it
delivered to their cars.
“When we’re a normal operation, we

Back to normal

With the Santa Maria Town Center Mall open
again, Gina’s Piece of Cake is back to its prepandemic schedule. The bakery is open from
Tuesday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 307 Town Center East
in Santa Maria. Find Gina’s on Facebook and
Instagram @Ginaspieceofcake.

bake a lot,” she said, starting with cakes
first thing in the morning, then breads
and pastries, then cookies, brownies,
and muffins. “So throughout the day
everything gets made every day. So
when we got shut down, we would just
have designated items we would bake,
otherwise we would be wasting it all.
… Two or three items on special, and
that’s all we would make.”
It’s been rough, Martin said, but
thankfully, Gina’s also received a
Paycheck Protection Program loan that
paid the staff. It gave the bakery the
momentum needed to keep moving
forward, she said.
“If you don’t have the revenue
coming in and you don’t have the
money to pay your employees, you just
kind of have to shut down and wait
until the storm passes. So we got really
lucky,” Martin said.
Eventually, Gina’s had enough
business to open up four days a week.
Then they started offering individually
wrapped baked goods from a pink popup tent outside that side door on Fridays
and Saturdays—advertised via social
media, of course. Now, since the mall
is open again, Martin said the bakery is
back to six days a week. That beautiful
glass case is once again full of treats,
and sales are pretty good so far, she said.
On the same day that the mall
reopened, Gina’s also participated as
a pop-up at Birchwood in Nipomo—
something Martin said she’s never
really done before. Located off Tefft
Street, the Birchwood Beer Garden
opened on Sept. 3 with food trucks,
beer, and a bright pink pop-up tent full
of baked goods.
It was great, Martin said, and Gina’s

COVID SURVIVAL KIT: Cookies, cupcakes, brownies, cream items, and a loaf of bread from Gina’s Piece of
Cake could help get you through the COVID-19 pandemic—or at least satisfy that emergency sweet tooth.

Piece of Cake is heading back out to do
it again on Sept. 10.
“We sold out,” she said. “The kids
can go, and the parents can go, and it’s
just a really cool place. It was just chill,
it was fun.”
With the success of that, Martin said,
Gina’s could start doing more of the
outside stuff. The bakery is looking into
expanding and possibly purchasing a
trailer they can take to events.
“Now, we’re really kind of thinking
outside of the box and kind of making
it come to fruition,” she said. “We’ve
had so much positive feedback from
our customers, and we’ve gained tons
of new followers.” ❍
Editor Camillia Lanham is salivating
from scrolling through Gina’s Piece of
Cake’s Facebook feed. Send your food
pics to clanham@santamariasun.com.

SAUSAGE ROLL: Gina’s Piece of Cake offered a
number of daily specials during the pandemic,
including the linguiça roll—French bread
filled with Silva linguiça, cheddar cheese, and
jalepeño—and a drink.
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PROUDLY SERVING
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
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Be a part of
New Times’ annual
student guide

There’s no
substitute
for quality!
L O C AT I O N S
Santa Maria
985 E. Betteravia

Buellton
205 East Hwy 246

Lompoc
1413 North H Street

Downtown SB
628 State Street

Milpas
216 South Milpas

La Cumbre Plaza
3890 La Cumbre Ln Norte

Goleta (The Original)
5735 Hollister

Isla Vista
888 Embarcadero Del

From our Farm to your Front Door.
Organic Fresh Produce ,Fruits and Vegetables, Delivered

sign up today at www.blosserurbangarden.com
Use promo code organic50 for 50% off your first delivery.
Home deliveries in SLO and SB Counties
or pick up at 915 S. Blosser RD. SM, 805.264.4506

University and college students are flooding back into town for
a new school year that isn’t quite like the others. COVID-19 has
changed a lot, including the way students will be learning, living,
eating, drinking, and shopping.
Whether you’re serving food and beverages in the parking lot or
on the sidewalk, have different business hours and a whole new
online store to go with it, or simply want to get your COVID-19

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .98 + tax

policies into the hands of new customers, students at Cal Poly
and Cuesta College need to know how to find you. And we’ve got
just the ticket to get you into their hands.

Exp. 9/17/20

Contact your sales rep today!

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

WE ARE
OPEN

5

$ .06 + tax
Exp. 9/17/20

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

What’s Your Take?

805-347-1968
advertising@santamariasun.com
20 • Sun • September 10 - September 18, 2020 • www.santamariasun.com

This week’s
online poll
9/10 – 9/17

We know you’ve got an opinion.
Everybody’s got one!

Should the Santa Barbara County District Attorney’s Office file charges against people who violate
COVID-19 rules?
m Leave local businesses alone, they’re suffering as it is.
m After no voluntary compliance and multiple warnings, it’s fair.
m The county should consider whether the business poses an actual health risk.
m The governor is the one making the rules, don’t blame the county.

Enter your choice online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

CLASSIES

Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad—for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the
FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

729 Laguna Avenue
Santa Maria

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Real Estate
WANTED TO BUY
KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST CASH - Any Condition. Family owned &
Operated. Same day offer! (951) 777-2518
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

Marketplace

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Home
& Garden

WOOD CHIPS, $15/yard. Colored
chips available. Delivery available
w/20 yard minimum. Also FREE
Erosion control chips & Clean fill
dirt. Arroyo Grande. 805-9298000

YARD/GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
FREE, Clean, Fill Dirt. Arroyo
Grande 7am-3:30p M-F, Call
805-929-8000. We can load your
truck or trailer.

santamariasun.com

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’s Hauling

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

SantaMariaSun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on
California Real Estate*

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal

Located in Southeast Santa Maria, this charming home is ready and waiting for a new family! Built in
1953, this affordable property offers 3BR/1BA, 1080 SF of living space w/many updates. Inside you will
find newer tiled flooring, updated eat-in kitchen w/tile countertops, Bathroom was remodeled in 2016 with
new vanity, new tiled floor & tile tub enclosure. Home has dual pane windows making it energy-efficient.
There is an indoor laundry room, large fenced rear yard w/patio & lemon Tree. Lot is 6098 SQ FT. Great
for commuters with easy access to the freeway. Close to Allen Hancock College and just minutes from
shopping & Medical Facilities. $330,000 (LA729)

Cute and cozy home within walking distance to Old Town Orcutt.. This 3 bedroom 2 bath is warm and
inviting featuring tile and hardwood flooring throughout, Dual pane windows, and new sod for the front
lawn. The back yard is south facing, with raised planter beds and a chicken coop. This is a great home,
with a country feel. Perfect for animals or gardening. $431,990

(818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional loans

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

ONE-ACRE WONDERFUL

DEVELOPER’S OPPORTUNITY IN ORCUTT

Custom Crafted 4000+ SF Orcutt estate on gorgeous
acre. 4 master suites/4.5 baths + guest qtrs. Gourmet’s
kitchen, great room w/sweeping ceiling, primary &
secondary master suites on 1st floor, beautiful patio +
views, corral & 6-car garage. $1,039,000

Developer’s opportunity in Orcutt. This approximately
4.6 acre parcel is within Orcutt Community Plan.
Additional units may be allowed for senior and special
needs care housing development. Convenient to Union
Valley Parkway and Highway 101 access. Owner
financing available. $1,000,000

T
JUS

SO

(805) 878-0807
BRE LIC #00858641

Bunny@BunnyMaxim.com

LD

T
JUS

SO

LD

FRONT PORCH CHARM

YOUR HOME HERE

UPGRADED

Front porch charm in established neighborhood.
Classic style meets upgrades, remodel, contemporary
features and quality. 3-BR/2.5-BA plan with hardwood
floors, granite kitchen counters, great room, spacious
master suite, covered patio, on 12,000+ SF corner lot
+ RV parking. $568,500

Are you interested in selling your property or simply
curious about the current market value? This is a
great time to sell. With interest rates low and reduced
inventory, homes are selling in less time for more
value. Please contact me for your professional real
estate needs.

Upgraded 4-BR/2.5BA Las Brisas home w/park views.
Features many amenities: solar system, tankless
water heater, large covered patio, storage building &
lush private yard. Rich wood flooring, warm interior
colors, finished garage, security & garage door locking
system. $475,000

The Maxim in Real Estate

Successfully Serving the Central Coast

www.BunnyMaxim.com
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FOR RENT
Highway
Trailer Park
1022 N. Broadway St.
Santa Maria, CA 93454
*15 Individual Spaces
Available
Rent Range
$975 - $1200
Call Office for
More Information
*Security Deposit
Needed*
RV Parking Only
& Fifth Wheel
Rent Includes:
Utilities (water, sewer,
community garbage
bins, 425 kilowatts of
electricity per month)

PLEASE DO NOT
DISTURB TENANTS!
Greco Realty Inc.

805-922-0599

TOOLS

YARD SUPPLIES

ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES
1975 FLICKER PINBALL MACHINE, In excellent working
condition, $2200 obo. Located
in Arroyo Grande. Ask for Tom
909-374-7978

WHEELBARROW, green in color,
air tire, used, $50/offer. 805806-5607

6 FOOT WOOD SHELF with Hollywood, Titanic, & Egyptian Collectibles, $250. Firm on price,
must see to appreciate. 805806-5607

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The difference in winning and
losing market share is how businesses use their advertising
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Services’ power to
connect to nearly 13 million of
the state’s readers who are an
engaged audience, makes our
services an indispensable marketing solution. For more info
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

HOUSEHOLD
DRAPES & SHEERS, 9ft wide x
7ft tall, pleated, with off-white
pleated sheers. Not prefect, but
FREE. 818-635-6217
MOVING BOXES FOR SALE: (30)
Large moving boxes $15; (60)
Small moving boxes $15; (20)
Large and (20) small moving
boxes $15. Pick-up only. Call or
text: 805.478-3646

SPORTING GOODS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt free
in 24 to 48 months. No upfront
fees to enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-888-5086305. (CalSCAN)

WATER GEAR - Men’s & Women’s
wetsuits, snorkles, flippers,
masks- $200/all. Call Joe 805354-8759

1989 LINCOLN Towncar Signature
Series, New tires (plus 2 spares),
battery, cat converters. Body in
great shape, no dents or dings,
needs minor mechanical work
(needs 2 window motors- runs
extremely well but idles rough), vehicle located in Fresno but can be
transported. $3500 obo. Vehicle
has been kept in excellent shape.
A little work and she’ll be like new.
Call Jim 559-431-2048

WANTED!
Old
Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-3395994. Email: porscherestoration@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

Follow us on Instagram
@SantaMariaSun

Classic Cars Wanted
Newer makes & models too!

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for business purpose Real Estate loans.
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust
Deed Company www.viploan.
com Call 1-818-248-0000. Broker-principal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)
Struggling With Your Private Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments. Learn your options. Good
credit not necessary. Call the
Helpline 866-305-5862 (Mon-Fri
9am-5pm Eastern) (Cal-SCAN)

LEGAL SERVICES
The difference in winning and losing an election is how campaign
dollars are spent. Get the best
ROI by using our deep relationships in every
community in California. Our
on-the-ground knowledge is indispensable to campaigns that
want results. For more info on
multi-market ethnic and non-ethnic solutions call Cecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

INFLATABLE SEYLOR RAFT, BIG!
Easily fits 3 people. $150. Call
Joe 805-354-8759
SCHWINN BIKE PARTS, 2 frames
plus various parts, $150/all. Call
Joe 805-354-8759

CLASSIC AUTO

CA$H
ON THE SPOT

MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS:
National Defense Service, and
Liberation Kuwait. 4 pieces total,
ribbons with medals. Unissued,
mint in original boxes. $10/all.
805-929-3487, leave message
with your phone # (Calls only,
no texts)
Original 1951 Korean War Jeep
5 GAL Gas Can. Olive Drab color,
embossed on the bottom with
“1951”. In good condition, $35.
805-929-3487, leave message &
phone # (Call only, no texts)

PETS
SLO County Animal
Services

$ We come to you! $

(702) 210-7725
• CA$H ON THE SPOT
• All RVs
• We come to you!

URGENT CARE SITE MANAGER
San Luis Obispo, Ca. and Santa Maria, Ca.

Cottage Health headquartered in Santa Barbara, Ca is opening multiple Urgent Care facilities
along the central coast of California, from Southern Ventura County to San Luis Obispo County.
We are currently looking for an Urgent Care Site Manager to join our soon-to-open San Luis
Obispo and Santa Maria based Urgent Cares.
Requires a Bachelor’s Degree and 3 years of management experience in an urgent care or related
service. Experience as front office staff in a medical office setting, including: scheduling, billing,
and insurance reimbursement. Experience in a clinical role.

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included Package.
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Premium movie channels,
FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-888-641-5762.
(Cal-SCAN)
Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation! Call us at
1-844-252-0740 (Cal-SCAN)
Water Damage to Your Home? Call for
a quote for professional cleanup &
maintain the value of your home! Set
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069
(Cal-SCAN)
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered–
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 4
FREE Burgers. Order The Griller’s Bundle - ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-4248,
Use Code 63281PAM or www.OmahaSteaks.com/family06 (Cal-SCAN)
Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920 Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3
Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health Insurance.
We have the best rates from top companies! Call Now! 1-888-989-4807.
(Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)
The difference in winning and losing
market share is how businesses use
their advertising dollars. Mark Twain
said, “Many a small thing has
been made large by the right kind of
advertising”. So why spend your hardearned dollars on social media where
you already have an audience? For
more info call Cecelia @ (916) 2886011 or cecelia@cnpa.com
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test
strips, insulin pumps, catheters and
more! To learn more, call now! 1-855702-3408. (Cal-SCAN)
Attention: Oxygen Users! Gain freedom with a Portable Oxygen Concentrator! No more heavy tanks and
refills! Guaranteed Lowest Prices!
Call the Oxygen Concentrator Store:
1-844-653-7402 (Cal-SCAN)
ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS! The
NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 flow settings. Designed for 24 hour oxygen
use. Compact and Lightweight. Get
a Free Info kit today: 1-844-359-3976
(CalSCAN)

Locally

Centrally

Own e d

g r own

Delivery& Express Pickup at

nhcdispensaries.com

$ CALL TODAY $

(702) 210-7725
Experienced Groomer
Upscale Grooming
Spaw looking for
an experienced
and talented
groomer.
Please email resume to:

Thatsfetch805@gmail.com

998 Huston Street in Grover Beach

— Coming Soon —
s lo + m o r r o bay

WE HAVE
CURBSIDE
PICK UP!

15% off first purchase
must present this ad

New extended hours

7am-9pm Daily!
P (805) 201 -1498
W n hcd i spen sar i es.co m

jobs.cottagehealth.org
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Miscellaneous

Retailer is now offering

For immediate consideration, please apply on line at:
EOE

For more information, check out
our Shelter Services page for a
the listing of adoptble animals
currently at our shelter. Or call us
at 805-781-4400

SLO County #1 Cannabis

COINS

Lic. #00892126

Follow us on Twitter
@SantaMariaSun

SELL YOUR RV!

Need some cash! Sell us your
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK
1-844-905-1684. BBB A Plus
Rated. Request your 100 Percent FREE, no risk, no strings
attached appraisal kit. Call today!
(Cal-SCAN)

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Are you looking to adopt a cat? Or
to adopt a dog? Or perhaps even
a rabbit or chicken? Stray animals
that have not been reclaimed by
their owners and those that have
been surrendered to the shelter
are available for adoption to the
general public. Individuals looking to add a new family member
are encouraged to visit the shelter during normal kennel hours.

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV
to receive a major tax deduction.
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS
Recognized. Top Value Guaranteed. Free Estimate and Pickup.
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-7722632 (Cal-SCAN)

PORTABLE CAMPBELL HAUSFELD AIR COMPRESSOR, excellent condition, $125/offer. 805806-5607

ALUMINUM 3 STAGE LADDER,
6 ft each for 18 ft total, light
weight, sections attach to each
other, $60. 805-806-5607

VEHICLES WANTED
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR RV
to receive a major tax deduction.
Help homeless pets. Local, IRS
Recognized. Top Value Guaranteed. Free Estimate and Pickup.
LAPETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-7722632 (Cal-SCAN)

3564 Skyway Dr., S.M.

21+ Adult Use with ID 18+ with Medical Recommendation
License #: C10-0000388-LIC

#1 SOURCE FOR NEW AND USED CARS FROM SANTA BARBARA TO PASO ROBLES

WE’RE
BACK!
V i s i t w w w. p h
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NUMBE R ONE SOURCE

FOR NEW AND USED VEHICL

ES FROM SANTA BARBAR

PANORAMA
ROOF

#308657 U9549

19 Volkswagen

A TO PASO ROBLES

$14,997

19 Ford Escape
SE

4-Cycle, Eco Boost,

Turbo w/ select

SE

$19,994

V6, GDI, 3.3 Liter,

EX Sport Utility

19 Chrysler 300

$22,295
MOON ROOF
ONE OWNER!

Auto 8-speed

up, camera

19 Ford Flex Unlimi
ted

$25,992
NAVIGATION
6-SPD W/ Select

18 Volkswagen

government fees and taxes,

U9552

TRUCKS

document processing charge,

2008 HYUNDAI ELANT

586287

RA

U9574
keep assist

Atlas SE Sport
YOUR PRICE

472391

$

YOUR PRICE

142093

★ 800 W. MAIN
ST •

483734

U9587

Blindspot Monitor

Titan King Cab

All advertising prices exclude

SV

government fees and taxes,

any finance charges, any

dealer document processing

charge, any electronic filing

charge, and any emission
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