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N
ot to be dramatic, but this country is definitely divided. It 

was split before the pandemic started, and while a public 

health crisis may have briefly tempered the rhetoric, things 

didn’t wait too long to heat back up. Some Central Coast 

residents have protested against the lockdown orders, calling them 

a breach of constitutional freedoms. Others stay home and shake 

their heads. Some wear masks, and some don’t. Everything, even 

the facts, seem to be a matter of opinion. New Times Staff Writer 

Karen Garcia from the Sun’s sister paper spoke with elected officials 

and residents to get their takes for this week’s cover story [8]. 
 This week, you can also read about Lompoc’s discussion about a syringe exchange program and 

whether it should go [5], the volunteer corps helping out Santa Barbara County in this time of need 

[6], a photography grant for print [20], and Pony Espresso in Santa Ynez [24]. 

Camillia Lanham
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New plan brings the potential 
of 1,168 homes near 
Southwest Blosser

Santa Maria’s revised plan for a housing 
development at the corner of Blosser and Stowell 
roads increases multi-family housing and adds 
200 more homes than the original nearly 30-year-
old blueprint.

The update to a draft specifi c plan was released 
earlier in May and details changes to zoning for 
a housing development for Blosser Southeast 
Area 5B. The original plan, fi rst written in 1994, 
proposed a housing development that would build 
976 homes. The current plan would increase that 
number to 1,168—nearly 200 additional homes.
 “It changes the layout and the zoning a bit,” 
city Planning Division Manager Ryan Hostetter 
said. “It increased the multi-family housing and 
swapped around some of the units.”
 The original plan proposed 82 acres of single-
family homes; 12 acres of medium-density homes; 
and 8 acres of multi-family, higher density homes. 
The new plan, Hostetter said, eliminates medium-
density homes, decreases single-family homes 
to 58 acres, and increases multi-family homes 
to 32 acres. A school, a large park, and some 
commercial development are also in the plan.
 “It’s really market driven. Developers are in the 
business of building housing, and some types of 
housing are just more lucrative now as things are 
changing,” Hostetter said. “Land values are higher, 
so multi-family housing in our area is better for 
a developer. They get more units versus single-
family.”
 While the original plan was adopted by City 
Council years ago, Hostetter explained that the 
updated one will eventually need to get re-
approved by City Council with the new changes. 
 “This updated plan will go to the 
Planning Commission, and they will make a 
recommendation,” she said. “The next step is 
City Council, and then they could approve the 
changes. But they don’t have to approve it—they 
can deny it, they can make changes. So there’s lots 
of different avenues this could go.”
 Hostetter said Blosser Southeast Area 5B is the 
last of three portions of land that the city annexed 
in the early ’90s; 5A and 5C are already developed.
 “This is just the last remaining piece,” she said. 
“Everything else is already all built out, so it’s part 
of a larger plan.”
 Currently, the land’s owners use it for 
strawberry farming. However, Hostetter 
emphasized that the land is not zoned for 
agriculture. 
 “It’s always been slated for development,” she 
said. “It takes a lot of time for those [plans] to 
come to fruition, based on the economy and all 
that. In the interim, the owner has been using it 
to grow strawberries and for agriculture until it’s 
able to be picked up and developed. But it’s always 
been planned for a residential development with a 
school and a park.”
 Claire Wineman, president of the Grower-
Shipper Association of Santa Barbara and San 
Luis Obispo Counties, told the Sun in an email 
statement that her organization was “sad to see the 
permanent loss of farmland.”
 “The land use decisions resulting in the 
development of that particular location were 
already made years ago. We also recognize the 
need for housing on the Central Coast,” she wrote. 
“At the same time, the permanent conversion of 
farmland highlights the importance of good land-
use planning in protecting important farmland 
and minimizing predictable land-use confl icts at 
the ag-urban interface.”
 While Hostetter didn’t have a exact dates for 
when groundbreaking on the project might occur, 
she explained some of the conditions that could 

make it happen.
 “It’s a blueprint planning document for a future 
developer to come in. It depends on the market 
conditions,” she said. “If a developer wants to pick 
it up and proceed with a project, they would come 
in and apply for permits and we would go through 
that process. That isn’t happening yet.”
 As far as the pandemic goes, Hostetter said only 
time will tell the exact effects COVID-19 will have 
on the development market.
 “It’s affecting everybody, so the whole market. 
We have yet to see what kind of impact,” she said. 

—Malea Martin

Santa Ynez Valley offi cials 
propose roundabouts to 
ease highway safety issues

Over the last year and a half, the 
Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments (SBCAG) has led a study 
aimed at identifying traffi c and safety 
improvements along the three highways 
that form a triangle around the Santa Ynez 
Valley.
 SBCAG, and offi cials from other 
jurisdictions involved with the study, held 
a public workshop on May 19 to present 
the fi ndings of this Santa Ynez Valley 
Traffi c Circulation and Safety Study. The 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
co-sponsored the study, and the cities of 
Solvang and Buellton were also involved.
 The study identifi es 19 different areas 
along highways 101, 154, and 246 where 
improvements are recommended, as well 
as ways to make these improvements. 
During the workshop, 3rd District County 
Supervisor Joan Hartmann said the offi cials 
involved with this effort took a broad look 
at the valley’s traffi c problems.

“Instead of just looking 
intersection by intersection, 
we wanted to look 
regionally,” Hartmann said.

SBCAG Planning 
Director Michael Becker, 
who presented the fi ndings 
alongside a consultant 
the agency hired for the 
project, said that regional 
transportation planning 
efforts usually focus on 
easing vehicle congestion 
and speeding up traffi c. 
However, this project was the 
opposite. 

“With one exception—
we do recognize that 
automobility through 
Solvang does suffer from 
pedestrian traffi c and other 
issues—we largely heard that 
elsewhere in the valley, we 
need to slow down traffi c,” 
Becker said.

He cited specifi c spots in 
the valley, where people are 
fearful of trying to cross a 
highway on bike or on foot 
because the traffi c is free 
fl owing, such as at Grand 
Avenue and Highway 154 in 
Los Olivos. To learn more 
about these trouble spots, 
SBCAG and other local 
leaders took a bus tour of 
the highways with some 
residents in February 2019 
and then held a community 

meeting in September 2019 to hear additional 
input from residents.
 Through this study, the consultants SBCAG 
hired identifi ed 19 locations throughout the 
valley where improvements are recommended. 
The consultants also provided a list of possible 
solutions, as well as cost estimates for these 
projects. These include big-ticket items in the 
millions of dollars, such as the construction of 
roundabouts or new bike and pedestrian paths, as 
well as some cheaper options like creating all-way 
stops or making changes to pedestrian crosswalks.

• U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) 
released a statement on May 15 following the House 
of Representatives passing a COVID-19 relief bill 
titled The Heroes Act or House Resolution 6800. This 
is a follow-up to a relief bill signed in late March 
that provided many U.S. residents and businesses 
with fi nancial relief assistance during the COVID-19 
pandemic. According to a news release from Carbajal’s 
offi ce, this proposed bill includes another round of 
direct payments to families, as well as $10 billion to 
a grant program designed to help small businesses 
experiencing hardship. “The Heroes Act provides more 
federal assistance to those who need it most: families, 
frontline essential workers, small businesses, and 
state and local governments,” Carbajal said in a news 
release from his offi ce. The bill went to the Senate on 
May 20. 

• On May 21, Santa Barbara County offi cials 
announced that the California Department of Public 
Health approved the county’s request to accelerate its 
reopening pace for the closures initiated in the state’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Restaurants, 
retail stores, shopping malls, some offi ces, schools, 
and child care centers can reopen with some 
modifi cations. “This is an exciting next step for our 
entire community, and we are thankful for the diligent 
cooperation of residents,” Public Health Department 
Director Van Do-Reynoso said in a news release 
from the county. “As local businesses work through 
reopening we encourage them to adhere to physical-
distancing and hygiene guidelines while educating 
both staff and customers of new practices.” The 
county can only move into the next phase of reopening 
when Gov. Gavin Newsom announces it’s OK to do so. 
This next phase includes businesses such as hair and 
nail salons, gyms, and churches. 

• State Assmeblymember Jordan Cunningham 
(R-San Luis Obispo) announced on Facebook on May 
21 that he and some of his colleagues sent a letter 
to Gov. Gavin Newsom requesting that personal care 
services, fi tness studios, gyms, and other recreational 
facilities be allowed to reopen. These businesses, 
among many others, have been closed for the past two 
months as part of the state’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The state has allowed some businesses 
to begin reopening in recent weeks, however, the 
businesses included in Cunningham’s letter are slated 
to be part of the state’s next reopening phase. In his 
Facebook post, Cunningham said that his offi ce had 
heard from numerous hair stylists, barbers, and salon 
owners who have been forced to shut down their 
businesses as a result of the lengthy closure. “These 
folks are hurting, and we need to get them back to 
work in compliance with the medical guidance,” 
Cunningham said in the post.

• On May 14, Gov. Gavin Newsom submitted his 
revised budget proposal to the state Legislature, which 
takes into account the fi nancial implications of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. According to a news release from 
the governor’s offi ce, this budget proposal includes 
cuts to close a $54 billion gap in funding attributable 
to the pandemic. “COVID-19 has caused California 
and economies across the country to confront a steep 
and unprecedented economic crisis—facing massive 
job losses and revenue shortfalls,” Newsom said in the 
release. “Our budget today refl ects that emergency. 
We are proposing a budget to fund our most essential 
priorities—public health, public safety, and public 
education—and to support workers and small 
businesses as we restart our economy.” ❍

Political Watch
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UPDATED PLANS: Santa Maria released an update to a draft specifi c plan from the ’90s 
that proposes a development plan for southwest Blosser. The new plan would increase the 
number of houses on by 200.
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 If any of these projects were to move forward, 
the California Department of Transportation 
would first have to approve the plans as the 
state agency owns and maintains all three of the 
highways. However, Becker said that SBCAG 
could work with the state agency to demonstrate 
why these improvements are necessary. 
 Becker said the plan, which can be viewed on 
SBCAG’s website, has to go before two agency 
committees before going to the policy board in 
late June. 

—Zac Ezzone

Lompoc releases roadmap for 
improved biking, walking in city
 The city of Lompoc recently released a draft bike 
and pedestrian plan that proposes projects that’ll 
help students walk or bike to school more easily.
 The 71 projects proposed in this plan include 
items such as building sidewalks, improving 
crosswalks, creating bike paths, and designating 
bike lanes on roads, city Civil Engineering 
Associate Joshua Leard told the Lompoc City 
Council during its May 19 meeting. 
 Creating a document where all of these projects 
are listed and prioritized will help the city’s 
chances of securing money for them in the future, 
Leard said.
 “This plan makes us more eligible for grant 
funding and it also helps the engineering division 
package those projects and prioritize those 
projects so that when we do go out for grant 
funding, we’ve already got something to move 
forward with,” Leard said.
 The city received money to put plan together 
through the Santa Barbara County Association 
of Government’s Measure A program, which 
is funded by a sales tax increase that voters 
approved in 2008. 
 Although the plan focused on creating safe 
walking routes to school, many council members 
expressed interest in taking tourism-related 
improvements into consideration as well. 
 As a city located along Highway 1, Lompoc 
receives a number of out-of-town bicyclists 
en route. But the stretch of highway that runs 
through the city on H Street and Ocean Avenue 
doesn’t have designated bike lanes. 
 Mayor Jenelle Osborne said that although the 
roadway is owned and operated by the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the 
needed improvements along the highway should 
be noted in the plan.
 “I think it’s a failure of ours not to at least 
document that need and make the appeal with 
Caltrans that that needs to be something they 
need to look into,” Osborne said.
 Additionally, some on the council, including 
Councilmember Jim Mosby, raised concerns 

about the plan not including the need for 
improvements on Robinson Bridge, which carries 
passengers on Highway 246 above the Santa Ynez 
River on the east side of the city. 
 Mosby said the city spent $300,000 to $400,000 
a few years ago studying ways to improve the 
narrow bridge where at least two pedestrians have 
been struck by vehicles over the last few years. 
Since then, Caltrans has acknowledged the bridge 
needs replaced and the project has been added 
to its State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program. But Mosby said the city needs to 
continue pushing for this project to be expedited.
 “In the meantime, we still have a bridge that’s a 
1939 bridge that is sitting there and we’re waiting 
to get pedestrians across there,” Mosby said.
 Leard said city staff would add these projects 
to the plan. But first the city has to go through the 
bureaucratic steps of amending its general plan 
to allow for these projects to be included in the 
bike and pedestrian plan and then update that 
document. 

—Zac Ezzone

Grand jury report highlights 
concerns with Corner’s  
Bureau facility
 The Santa Barbara County grand jury recently 
released a report that claims the county Coroner’s 
Bureau facility should be replaced as soon as 
possible, stating that problems with the office 
pose health and safety risks for staff members and 
the public.
 Among the issues, the report claims, is that all 
autopsies are completed in a single room. This is 
a problem because the building doesn’t have an 
isolation room to handle high-risk cases in which 
the spread of airborne pathogens is a possibility. 
 Past grand juries have noted that the building 
needed a new ventilation system to prevent 
pathogens from entering other parts of the 
building. The building received a new system 
in 2017, however, the system releases discharges 
from the building’s roof and isn’t monitored. 
This means pathogens could be released into the 
atmosphere, the report claims. 
 The report also raised concerns about staff 
members conducting autopsies on gurneys rather 
than on stainless steel tables. 
 “It was observed that the gurney used for 
the autopsy is cleaned by hand and drained by 
lifting and tilting the gurney in order to drain the 
residue into the sink in the autopsy room,” the 
report states. 
 Along with the infrastructure changes, the 
grand jury recommends that the county Board of 
Supervisors establish the county coroner position 
as a separate position from the county sheriff. 

Currently, Sheriff Bill Brown fills both roles.
 According to the grand jury’s report, which 
was released on May 11, 40 other counties 
throughout the state also use this joint sheriff-
coroner system. The remaining 17 counties have a 
medical examiner or somebody else solely serving 
in the position. The report claims the counties 
that operate under this joint system are not 
subject to the same mandatory state or national 
accreditation as those who use a different system.
 “A medical-examiner model operates under 
more stringent regulations and must meet 
national accreditation and quality-assurance 
standards,” the report states. 
 Agencies identified in grand jury reports, 
which in this case include the Sheriff’s Office 
and the Board of Supervisors, have 60 and 90 
days, respectively, to respond to the claims 
and recommendations listed in the document. 
Agencies can either fully or partially agree or 
disagree with the findings and state whether the 
jury’s recommendations will be implemented. 
 Earlier this year, the grand jury released 
a report that highlighted overcrowding and 
other problems within the county’s detention 
facilities.

—Zac Ezzone

Santa Maria starts 
neighborhood street 
improvement project 
 A street improvement project in Santa Maria 
that broke ground last week is set to take until 
the end of September, and will give some 
neighborhood streets and sidewalks new life.
 Eric Riddiough, the city’s Public Works 
Department senior civil engineer, explained that 
the city rates all the streets in town periodically, 
and determines “what streets need to be 
addressed or what condition they’re in.” 
 “With this project specifically we are targeting 
very low PCI, which means pavement condition 
index,” Riddiough said. “Those are the streets 
where the pavement is really in bad shape and we 
can’t do a surface seal treatment on it anymore.”
 A surface seal treatment is a thin top coat 
used to improve streets that are still in relatively 
good shape. This project, however, is addressing 
streets that are “beyond that,” and need what’s 
called an overlay, Riddilough said. An overlay 
project, unlike the surface seal treatment, 
actually resurfaces the roads and makes for 
longer-lasting results. 
 In addition to road improvements, the project 
will also ensure that accompanying sidewalks are 
ADA compliant.
 Riddiough emphasized that the scope of the 
project was only made possible through Senate 
Bill 1 (SB 1), a gas tax that passed in 2017. 

 “This is a hard time for people economically, 
but the SB 1 has provided much needed funding 
for the city to be able to do bigger projects like 
this,” Riddiough said. “Usually a $3 million 
project is just not something the city would do, 
but now we’ve doubled our paving budget with SB 
1 funds. That’s been much needed, and we’re just 
trying to play catch-up now because there were a 
lot of years where funds were taken away.”
 Riddiough also noted that there may be other 
streets in Santa Maria that are in worse condition 
than those that are targeted in this project. 
 “I think that’s the hardest thing for people: 
[They’ll ask], ‘Why aren’t you doing this street? It 
looks worse than that one,’” he said. “Most likely 
it’s because it has structural deficiencies and it’s 
going to take a much bigger project that involves 
actually reconstructing the road, not overlaying. 
When there’s a structural failure you have to 
actually get down below the pavement and dig 
out the underlying soil and replace it with a base. 
Those are very costly. We certainly have those 
projects, but the money just doesn’t go as far.”
 To put it into context, Riddiough said that 
one reconstructing project often costs the same 
amount of money that it takes to do six or seven 
overlay projects. 
 The city’s public information manager, Mark 
van de Kamp, echoed this point.
 “We strive to keep the condition of all our 
streets and sidewalks in excellent shape, but 
funding is the limitation. We can’t get to all of 
them all at once,” he said. “What really helps with 
SB 1 funding is that it helps us get deeper into 
the neighborhoods so we can expand the repairs 
on streets that otherwise may have to wait even 
longer.”
 Past projects aided by tax funding include 
repairs to Broadway Street, van de Kamp said.
 “On Broadway some of the sidewalks were 
in really awful shape. Now they’re nice and 
smooth, and wide,” he said. “That’s really good 
for everyone including those who live with 
disabilities. It’s easier to get around to a lot of 
destinations.”
 Unfortunately, van de Kamp said, COVID-19 
will likely have a negative effect on the city’s 
ability to fund future projects, as gas tax revenues 
are falling. 
 “The stay-at-home order that was in place 
greatly reduced travel. Fewer people were filling 
up at the gas stations, reducing the amount of 
gas and diesel that was sold, and that’s having 
a detrimental effect on overall revenues,” he 
said. “However, we still have a large list of 
project needs and we’ll continue to fund those 
as we can. … [SB 1] is still viable and it’s still 
delivering extra funds for these extra projects 
that we really need.” m

—Malea Martin
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For more details: bit.ly/55Fiction

Entries for this year’s contest are due by 5pm on Monday, June 8, 2020.

The winning stories will be published on July 9, 2020.

A brief story, fifty-five words or less, with  
a headline no longer than seven words.
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How would you like to see transportation officials try to make highways in the Santa Ynez Valley safer?
m Add biking and walking paths along the highways to keep pedestrians away from traffic. 
m Reduce speed limits near certain intersections. 
m Build more roundabouts.
m It doesn’t matter. Caltrans won’t do anything about it. 

We know you’ve got an opinion. Everybody’s got one!
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BY ZAC EZZONE

During the Lompoc City Council meeting on 
May 19, Councilmember Jim Mosby presented 
a slideshow that included photos of used 

syringes found throughout the city, such as on the 
playground equipment at Ryon Park. 
 Another showed a pizza box filled with syringes 
and a tourniquet.
 A few residents who spoke at the meeting also 
told the council about the number of syringes 
they’ve found throughout the city. Nicholas 
Gonzales said he’s found the paraphernalia inside 
parking structures, community hallways, public 
restrooms, and church grounds. 
 “I’ve seen kids kicking these things walking 
down the street because they don’t know what they 
are,” Gonzales said.
 Residents who spoke and some council members 
pointed to a syringe exchange program that the 
Pacific Pride Foundation operates as part of the 
problem. The small nonprofit parks its health utility 
vehicle at an intersection in the city where people 
struggling with substance dependency can exchange 
used syringes for clean ones on a one-to-one basis. 
 The goal of this is to reduce the spread of 
HIV, hepatitis C, and other similar blood-borne 
pathogens that can spread through needle sharing, 
foundation Interim Executive Director Kevin 

Marvin said in an email to the Sun. Through the 
program, the foundation also offers HIV and 
hepatitis C testing and the opportunity to connect 
clients to treatment programs.
 “This [syringe exchange] service also supports 
those living with diabetes, transgender individuals 
on hormone replacement therapy, as well as others 
utilizing syringes as a part of their primary medical 
care,” Marvin said. 
 The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors 
authorized the program in 2000. Alongside its 
location in Lompoc on Tuesday evenings, the 
foundation also operates the program in Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara. 
 In an email to the Sun, Marvin said there’s no 
evidence to suggest the foundation’s program 
contributes to the syringes found throughout 
Lompoc. In response to residents who have claimed 
to witness people receive syringes without turning 
any in, Marvin said the foundation’s policy “is 
to never give out a clean syringe without one to 
dispose of safely.”
 As part of the program, the Santa Barbara 
County Public Health Department releases a public 
report every two years documenting the number 
of syringes the foundation collects and distributes. 
According to the latest report, which was released 
in December 2019, the foundation distributed 
268,728 and collected 273,181 syringes throughout 
the county in fiscal year 2017-18. Based on these 
numbers, the foundation reduced the number of 
syringes in the community by nearly 4,500 that year.
 During the meeting, Lompoc City Attorney Jeff 
Malawy told the council that city staff isn’t aware of 
any data or official study that demonstrates these 
types of syringe exchange programs increase the 
amount of syringe litter found in cities. He told 
the council that 39 states, plus Washington, D.C., 
allow these programs, and more than 40 operate 

throughout California.
 Nonetheless, the council wants to see changes to 
how the program operates in Lompoc. At a previous 
meeting, the council requested its staff to look into 
the city’s options for regulating or banning the 
program. During the May 19 meeting, Malawy said 
the latter isn’t an option under state law, but the city 
does have some flexibility in regulating the program.
 Councilmember Mosby, who said he’s tried 
to build momentum behind regulating the 
program for years, recommended the city require 
the foundation to label its syringes so that when 
used ones are found throughout the city, it’s clear 
whether they’re from the program. 
 This would create an unreasonable amount of 
extra labor and costs for the foundation’s small 
team, Marvin said, and the foundation is unsure 
how that would help in addressing the syringe litter 
issue in the city. 
 Mayor Jenelle Osborne recommended that the 
city work with the county and the foundation to set 
up kiosks throughout Lompoc where people can 
safely dispose of used syringes. 
 “Whether an exchange program exists or not, 
those needles will still exist and still be a problem,” 
Osborne said.
 Aside from these recommendations, most of 
the council’s suggestions involved creating an 
ordinance that zones specific locations where 
this program can take place in the city. Mayor 
Osborne recommended the foundation operate 
this program out of a fixed, brick-and-mortar 
location. Meanwhile Councilmember Victor Vega 
recommended the foundation be required to 
operate the program within a certain distance of a 
hospital or some other type of health care facility.
 Currently, the foundation parks its health utility 
vehicle at the corner of Oak Avenue and G Street. 
The foundation selected this spot because it’s the 

best place in the city to reach as many clients in 
need as possible. Marvin said operating a mobile 
location means the foundation can reach its clients 
where they live, rather than the other way around. 
 “We have yet to hear a case be made for a more 
suitable location in Lompoc based on need and 
client reach,” Marvin said. “Reaching the clients 
effectively, to ensure the program is most effective, 
is our main concern.”
 But the boldest recommendation of the meeting 
came from Councilmember Dirk Starbuck, who 
said “it’s pretty obvious the program’s failed.” He 
suggested that while the city can’t ban the program, 
it should simply ask the county to remove Lompoc 
from the program altogether. Vega supported this 
request, and Malawy said he’d look into it. 
 Marvin said that without this program, 
the syringe litter in Lompoc could get worse. 
Additionally, removing the program could lead 
to increased rates of HIV and hepatitis C, as well 
as opioid overdose deaths. Through this syringe 
exchange program, the foundation also distributes 
naloxone, which is an opioid overdose antidote.
 The council didn’t take any action during the 
May 19 meeting; instead Malawy will report back 
to the council with a status update or proposed 
ordinance at a future meeting. In the meantime, the 
foundation said it’s open to discussing its program 
with city officials as the foundation has in the past.
 “Pacific Pride Foundation is honored to provide 
this essential health service to our community,” 
Marvin said. “We are dedicated to the health and 
wellness of our community and to our mission of 
preventing the spread of HIV and hep C to prevent 
harm and illness from reaching our friends and 
neighbors.” m

Reach Staff Writer Zac Ezzone at zezzone@
santamariasun.com.

Syringe debate 
Lompoc City Council wants 
more regulations on a needle 
exchange program designed 
to promote public health
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BY MALEA MARTIN

When National Guard Master Sgt. Joseph 
Magat and his unit heard that they were 
being deployed to help with COVID-19 

relief efforts, initially they thought they’d be 
serving somewhere nearby. Magat’s unit is based 
in Ventura County, out of the Channel Islands 
National Guard Station. 
 “We were all told it was going to be local, 
in Oxnard,” Magat told the Sun. “But then 
we were told it was going to be up north. Our 
commander said, ‘It’s OK if you want to back out 
now. Can everyone who still wants to volunteer, 
for any location, put your hands up?’ The whole 
auditorium still put up their hands.”
 Magat’s unit was deployed to volunteer at the 
Santa Barbara County Foodbank on March 27, just 
as COVID-19 started to hit the county harder than 
the Foodbank could keep up with. 
 Judith Smith-Meyer, the Foodbank’s marketing 
communications manager, told the Sun that 
the Foodbank has essentially doubled its food 
distribution operations since the onset of the crisis, 
and the National Guard is helping with every 
aspect of the efforts.

 Currently, Magat’s unit is set to be deployed 
until June 24. Smith-Meyer said the guard has 
provided 6,000 hours of work so far, and it will be 
at 10,000 by June 24. 
 “We are still hoping to extend [their deployment], 
but with economic reopening, we don’t know if they’ll 
be approved beyond June 24,” Smith-Meyer said.
 “I didn’t realize how much the Foodbank was 
relied on in the community,” Magat said. “I was 
thinking, ‘If we do leave, how can they sustain the 
amount of work that we’ve been putting in?’ I don’t 
think it can be done.”
 Magat is just one of countless volunteers in the 
county who have sacrificed their time, their ability 
to stay home, and in some cases their own safety 
to help the community pull through a strange 
and scary time. A big sacrifice the guard members 
made is being away from home, living in local 
hotels since their deployment started. 
 But Magat emphasized that living in a hotel 
is more than worth the fulfillment he’s gained 
from his deployment. His fellow guardsman Sgt. 
Jonathan Massey agreed.
 “This is by far my easiest deployment,” said 
Massey, who’s been in the guard for 12 years. “My 
last deployment I was in Kuwait, and it was 135 
degrees out there. … Our mission was to fight 
against ISIS.”
 Massey said that getting to engage in 
humanitarian work, and staying in a hotel with 
more-than-bare-minimum amenities, is a much 
welcomed change of pace. 
 “This was something out of the realm that we 
normally do,” Massey said. “This allows us to give 
back to the community, which I’m all for.”
 While this is the first time that the local 
Foodbank has benefited from National Guard 
deployment, other organized volunteer operations 
like AmeriCorps and the Medical Reserve Corps 

have served in the local community for years. 
 Operated through United Way’s Home for Good 
partnership since 2016, AmeriCorps is rapidly 
adjusting its operations to fit new and pressing needs. 
 “Historically, our outreach is very focused on 
our coordinated entry system and moving people 
from homelessness to housing,” said Emily Allen, 
director of homeless and veterans impact initiatives 
at Northern Santa Barbara County United Way. 
“With this COVID crisis, there has been a shift 
to making sure people have enough food to eat, 
making sure they have hygiene kits, making sure 
they’re getting public health information.”
 AmeriCorps volunteer Allison Wahlig has 
witnessed this shift firsthand.
 “I used to work at the Good Samaritan shelter, 
a place where people could come in and meet me 
that were living on the streets,” Wahlig said. “But 
since COVID, I haven’t been able to go there. … I 
just don’t do street outreach as much anymore.”
 Now, Wahlig’s 20-hour per week volunteer 
schedule is spent at the Salvation Army.
 “I help serve breakfast and lunch at the door to 
the homeless,” she said. “Then I go and pack food 
into boxes for distribution at the pantry at Salvation 
Army: So not only homeless, but families that 
are in need like low-income families, low-income 
individuals, can come and get food there. It’s 
pretty cool to be able to provide to the community 
because a lot of places have closed down due to 
COVID. Now I’m able to give everybody food.”
 Wahlig, who started her year of AmeriCorps 
service in October 2019, said she never expected 
to be volunteering during such a critical and 
unpredictable time, but that her mentors at 
Salvation Army are her “rocks” through it all.
 “They make it feel like there’s not a virus going 
on,” she said. “They make it feel like we’re a family 
at Salvation Army.”

 While the National Guard members and 
AmeriCorps volunteers are helping provide basic 
needs to those feeling the economic impact of 
COVID-19, the Medical Reserve Corps is working 
directly with the infected.
 Santa Barbara County Emergency Preparedness 
Manager Jan Koegler told the Sun that the reserve 
was activated in March, starting with their usual 
corps of 120 volunteers. Since then, the corps has 
more than doubled to 302 members. 
 Back in March, volunteers worked to set up the 
county’s COVID-19 response call center. Now, 
Koegler said, the focus has shifted to contact 
tracing and, for some specially trained members, 
“supporting community members who are in 
isolation at county-run isolation sites.”
 “There are over 30 members trained to support 
those sites, and that training includes the use of 
PPE, because these volunteers are working with 
COVID positive individuals,” Koegler said. “Santa 
Barbara County Public Health Department 
provides isolation and quarantine sites for people 
who cannot safely isolate or quarantine at home. 
That may be because they don’t have housing, or 
they live in shared housing, or they live somewhere 
where there’s someone who’s very vulnerable.”
 Koegler said that once a vaccine becomes 
available, the increased corps size will be more 
needed than ever.
 “We’re hoping that they stay with us and 
continue to participate in our training, exercising, 
and response efforts because we need them,” 
Koegler said. “If we do get a vaccine and we’re 
vaccinating the community, then we’re going to 
rely on these Medical Reserve Corps members to 
help us run that operation as well.” m

Reach Staff Writer Malea Martin at mmartin@
santamariasun.com.

Giving back
From the National Guard,  
to AmeriCorps,  
to the Medical Reserve Corps, 
local volunteers keep the 
county on its feet

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

Social Dis-Dance Camp 2020

This is what 6 feet looks like!

Ages 8 and up 9am – 3pm Mon-Fri
Session I: June 15 - June 26  performance June 26  
Session II: July 6 - July 17  performance July 17 
Session III: July 27 - Aug 7  performance Aug 7

Camp Size Limited – Sign Up NOW!
$250 per session – discount offered for multiple sessions
50% discount for second student from the same family.

Everybody Can DANCE
628 S.  McClelland    (805)345-5570

Smith Electric
(805) 621-5000

MECHANICAL  ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING

se habla español
805-868-0954

Spring Special:
$25 off any service

Stay Healthy
& Fit

See you soon!

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888
Email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com
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www.pmgsm.com
8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8

1430 E. Main St. 
Santa Maria, CA Monday – Friday 

TELEHEALTH VISITS
HAVE A VIDEO VISIT WITH YOUR CHILD’S DOCTOR 

FROM THE SAFETY & COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

For exposure to a person with covid-19 coronavirus:
Stay at home with your child. If symptoms start within a 14-day period  

(cough, temperature 100.4 or higher), contact public health or our office.

Dr. George Robertson, M.D.    Dr. David Ikola, M.D.    Dr. Joseph Nunez, M.D.  
Dr. Shane Rostermundt, D.O.   Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.    Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P.    Geronna Leonards, N.P.

Save yourself the trouble!
$5/week or $20/month

Email phorton@newtimesslo.com to sign up today.

Have  
the Sun 

delivered to  
your door!

BY MALEA MARTIN

Back for its third consecutive season, The 
Patch isn’t letting a pandemic get in the way 
of growing pumpkins. 

 Launched in 2018 by four local agricultural 
enthusiasts—all of whom graduated from 
Santa Maria high schools in 2012 and 2013—
The Patch provides local high school students 
with leadership and agricultural opportunities 
through pumpkin and corn growing programs. 
 The Patch puts an emphasis on “seed to sale”: 
teaching students how to grow pumpkins and 
corn from the first seed all the way to selling the 
fruit of their labor back to the community come 
autumn harvest. 
 The first seeds are planted at the end of the 
school year, and the program continues for 
students through the fall, culminating in an 
annual pumpkin patch and corn maze for the 
community to enjoy.
 May 23 marked the beginning of The Patch’s 
third season in the community, as enrolled 
students learned how to put pumpkins seeds into 
transplant trays. Those seedlings will be ready to 
go into the ground in a couple of weeks. 
 Program coordinator Corina Posada told the 
Sun that The Patch is finding ways to persevere 
and adapt amid COVID-19 restrictions.
 “We’re limiting our numbers of students that 
can come: It’s going to be about five,” she said 
before the May 23 workshop. “Luckily all of 
our programs are done outdoors, so the social 
distancing is manageable.”
 Posada and her fellow coordinators are also 
finding creative alternatives to continue the 
program’s educational aspects in a safe way, so 
that all 70 students who have enrolled so far can 
continue their learning.
 “I have been interviewing local people 
in our community that are involved in 
agriculture,” Posada said. “Through FaceTime 
I’m able to ask them questions, and students 
send in questions, and then I post a video of 
the conversation and our students watch it. 

Then they write a little reflection on it.”
 Also in response to the pandemic, Posada said 
The Patch students planted extra vegetable seeds 
on May 23 to use for a free community drive-
through event. On June 6, a variety of the free 
vegetable transplants will be available at multiple 
locations in Santa Maria and Orcutt. 
 Logistical specifics about the drive-through 
will be posted soon on the The Patch’s website, 
thepatchsantamaria.com, Posada said.
 As the growing season progresses through the 
summer and early fall, students participating in 
The Patch’s programs get to see every aspect of 
the planting process. 
 “When it’s time for the transplants to be put in 
the ground, our students get to actually use the 
tractor that has the transplanting machine,” Posada 
said. “We do harvesting, we do irrigation. These 
students are learning all the concepts that you need 
to know in order to grow a successful crop.”
 The Patch additionally provides leadership and 
scholarship opportunities. Since it was founded, 
more than 300 students have benefitted from the 
educational programs, and more than $30,000 in 
scholarships have been awarded. 

Highlight
 • The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks 
Department announced the launch of Junior 
Giants at Home, “a free virtual baseball season 
that brings the fun of the field directly to home,” a 
press release states. The virtual season will feature 
live, age-specific practice videos made by Giants 
manager Gabe Kapler and his coaching staff, and 
is open to any youth aged 5 to 18. The virtual 
season is already rolling and will continue through 
the week of June 1. Go to jrgiantsathome.org to 
register; direct questions to the Recreation and 
Parks Department at (805) 925-0951, Ext. 2260. m

Staff Writer Malea Martin wrote this week’s 
Spotlight. Send tips and tidbits to spotlight@
santamariasun.com.

SPOTLIGHT

Oh my gourd!
The Patch is back for its third year to teach local students how 
to grow pumpkins and other vegetables, from ‘seed to sale’

N E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PATCH

HANDS-ON LEARNING: The Patch teaches local high school students agricultural and leadership skills through pumpkin and corn 
growing programs.
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It started on March 2 with a slight tickle in Susan 
Robinson’s throat. Six days later, both she and 
her husband, Dave Robinson, started to feel sick. 

Their symptoms included fatigue, loss of appetite, 
muscle aches, and rough coughing, and Susan 
said she had abdominal pain.
 Susan, a retired gynecologist, had a pulse 
oximeter in her home. The tool painlessly 
attaches to a fingertip to measure a person’s pulse 
rate and how much oxygen is in their body—also 
known as blood-oxygen saturation. According to 
the Mayo Clinic, a normal reading is 95 percent 
or greater, and anything below 90 percent is 
considered low. 
 “On the 16th, which was about two weeks into 
it, I was lying in bed and as I breathed out I could 
hear crackles, respiratory crackles. It wasn’t really 
wheezing, but it sounded like little bubbles,” she 
said.
 Susan checked her blood-oxygen saturation 
levels, and they were at 17 percent. At that point, 
she had to take a breath every few words when she 
spoke.
 She called her primary doctor, who 
recommended she head to the nearest emergency 
room—Twin Cities Hospital. Upon arrival, Susan 
told the medical staff her symptoms. They did a 
chest X-ray, checked her white blood cell count. 
 Susan said the staff didn’t seem alarmed about 
her case, but she’d never felt so sick in her adult 
life. She went home the same day.
 On the day SLO County enforced its shelter-at-
home order, March 19, Susan turned 74 years old 
and she received a positive test result for the novel 
coronavirus.  
 Twin Cities called Susan to ask that her 

husband get tested for the virus, too. Dave tested 
positive. They were the county’s No. 10 and 11 
positive cases for COVID-19.
 The Robinsons don’t know how they became 
infected. With no history of travel or contact 
with people who were either sick or had traveled, 
Susan said it must be that they acquired it 
through the community.
 Today, Susan feels 100 percent, but Dave still 
has a slight pain when he takes a deep breath.
 Post-infection, the Robinsons have decided to 
stay home for the time being. Susan signed up for 
the medical reserve corps, made cloth masks to 
donate to the community, and decided to wear a 
mask herself if she needs to run an essential errand.
 Her experience with the virus, she said, helps 
her understand the potential severity of it. What 
she doesn’t understand is how something that 
can affect everyone and anyone has divided the 
community, state, and country.
 “I think, ‘This is the United States.’ I thought 
we were better than this. I’m sort of horrified and 
a little bit frightened,” she said.
 Pandemic lockdown orders have spawned 
protest rallies—with some residents fighting to 
reopen the economy—and controversy about 
wearing face masks. As people continue to adjust 
to a “new normal” that’s constantly changing, 
there is a growing split in the way individuals 
react to anything that has to do with the virus 
now living among us.   

Fighting for freedom 
 In mid-March, the coronavirus and its impacts 
were relatively unknown in the U.S. When local 

officials asked residents to stay indoors due to a 
public health crisis, many community members 
were shocked. The goal was to curb community 
spread of the virus, avoid overwhelming local 
medical facilities, and reduce the number of 
positive coronavirus cases overall. 
 Businesses of all kinds, except those deemed 
essential, temporarily closed their doors to 
stop the spread of the virus. According to the 
state Employment Development Department, 
California’s unemployment rate rose from 3.9 
percent in February to 5.3 percent in March to 
15.5 percent in April.
 As the days went on, SLO County had a lower 
positive case count than its neighbors. When it 
became clear that COVID-19’s impact on SLO 
County residents would be different than other 
areas, some people questioned why they should 
continue to stay at home.
 On April 26, the first protest took place in front 
of the SLO County Courthouse. A small group 
of about 15 people wore face masks, stood the 
recommended 6 feet a part, and rallied for local 
officials to reopen the economy. 
 Dylan Neff created the event and said it was 
just a peaceful protest that anyone could attend. 
Neff said the “lockdown” was destroying more 
lives than it was saving.
 “Everyone thinks they will die if they catch it. 
There is a fear campaign running, which has got 
people too scared to do anything,” he said.
 It was time, he felt, that people’s voices be 
heard.
 “We also have a president on our side and 
many other experts and officials; that’s what gives 
us the confidence to do this,” he said.
 Days before the local rally, on April 17, 
President Trump encouraged rallies protesting 
states’ shelter-at-home orders. 
 “LIBERATE VIRGINIA, and save your great 
2nd Amendment. It is under siege!” he tweeted. 
 The sentiment began to echo.
 In May, a second wave of protests hit the Central 
Coast under the brand, “Stand for Freedom.” 
Coined as a movement to urge local officials to 
reopen the economy and allow people to go back to 
work, rallies were held in Paso Robles, SLO, Arroyo 
Grande, Orcutt, and Santa Maria. 
 Andy Caldwell, a Republican candidate for 
the 24th congressional district, spoke at three 
of the rallies, which ranged between 100 to 700 
people. Attendees didn’t follow social-distancing 
guidelines, and most didn’t wear face masks.
 “All jobs are essential,” one sign read. 
 “Freedom over tyranny,” read another. 
 In late April, a Kaiser Family Foundation poll 
reported that 80 percent of the public supported 
strict shelter-in-place policies to limit the 
coronavirus’ spread, compared to just 19 percent 
who said measures pose unnecessary burdens.
 “Majorities of Republicans (61 percent), 
independents (84 percent), and Democrats (94 
percent) support the shelter-in-place orders, 
though four in 10 Republicans (38 percent) 
say such orders do more harm than good,” the 
report stated.
 On May 8, 5th District SLO County Supervisor 
Debbie Arnold made the short walk from the 
County Government Center to the ReOpen SLO 
County rally after a special board meeting.
 “I went across the street to listen to my 
constituents, but I also went so they knew I was 
there to support their concerns,” Arnold said. 
 They feel alarmed at the situation the virus 
has caused, she said. People are concerned that 
their constitutional freedoms are being taken 
away and frustrated with poor state leadership, 
she said. Business owners want to open their 
storefronts, and churchgoers want to attend their 
houses of worship.
 “A lot of the people that are taking time out to 
go to a rally like that are really concerned about 
their freedoms, whatever those freedoms are, 
and they have all different reasons and freedoms 
they’re trying to protect,” Arnold said.
 She said the virus has been given more 
attention than any other seasonal influenza.
 “It was amazing the degree to which [SLO 
County] prepared, but we are prepared to care for 
coronavirus patients. I think we need to be paying 
equal attention now to the economy,” she said.

Reacting to a virus
 The increasing number of low-income 
individuals who are losing their jobs due to 
COVID-19 is one of the reasons Santa Barbara 
County 4th District Supervisor Peter Adam said 
the economy should reopen.
 He said the public health community is doing 
untold damage by having people wait for their 
signal that all is well and life can resume. Adam 
also questioned the way Santa Barbara’s public 
health officials have informed the community 
about the number of positive coronavirus tests, 
active cases, and deaths. 
 “They’re not interested in giving exculpatory 
information. They’re more interested, in my 
opinion, in keeping everybody’s hair on fire,” he 
said. 
 As of May 26, Santa Barbara County reported 
580 confirmed community cases of the virus, 
with 463 who had fully recovered and 98 active 
cases. Of those, 27 were in the hospital and 10 
were in the ICU. The federal prison in Lompoc, 
which is counted separately from the county, had 
971 confirmed cases with 881 fully recovered. 
So far, 12 people have died from the virus. The 
majority of the cases outside of the prison have 
been in Santa Maria with 254 positive cases, 191 
of which have recovered, and three deaths.
 Instead of providing large-numbered statistics, 
Adam said officials should be giving the 
community percentages of the impacts.
 To date, the city of Paso Robles has the 
highest number of positive test cases within SLO 
County, with a total of 107 out of the county’s 
258 confirmed cases, as of press time. The total 
confirmed cases are a cumulation of positive tests 
that date back to March. 
 Paso Robles Mayor Steve Martin said 
he asked the county why there seems to be 
prevalence of cases in his city, and the response 
showed it was due to two areas: a community 
living situation and an outbreak in a large 
extended family. Once there is widespread 
coronavirus testing, Martin said, the 
community will have a truer picture of what the 
relative infection levels are across the county. 
 The longer people are asked to shelter at home, 
the mayor said, the more irritated everyone 
becomes because it’s changed the way people live 
their lives.
 “People have different levels of trust and 
different levels of understanding of how 
government works and how viruses work. And 
they react based on their understanding, which is 
all they can do,” he said. 
 Generally, Martin said human beings want 
simple answers. If there’s a problem, here’s a 
solution and move on.
 “Unfortunately, the situation we’re in right now 
does not lend itself to simple solutions. We are just 
going to have to day by day balance this physical-
health-versus-fiscal-health situation,” he said.
 With the guidance of the state, SLO and Santa 

LOOKING OUT: Susan and Dave Robinson suffered harsh 
symptoms from COVID-19, and it changed their perspective 
on the virus.

Two sides to COVID-19 
Central Coast residents are split on the coronavirus, its impacts, 
and the state and local governments’ response  
BY KAREN GARCIA ● PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

LOCAL CONTROL: Protesters 
gather in front of the SLO 
County courthouse on May 
8 to participate in the local 
ReOpen SLO County rally. 
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Barbara counties are both making reopening plans 
that reflect public health concerns and updated data 
regarding COVID-19’s presence in the community.
 “We’re going to row our way upstream out of 
this, but we need to be rowing together to make 
that work,” Martin said.

Political virus
 SLO County Democratic Party Chair Rita 
Casaverde believes that message of togetherness is 
lacking nationwide. She said she’s been following 
the spread of the virus in other countries since the 
beginning of 2020 and watching how their leaders 
reacted.
 “In our view, it really comes from the top 
down. We are seeing entire nations that have had 
a different response, that have not pulled politics 
in front of science,” she said. 
 She gave a speech from Peruvian President 
Martin Vizcarra as an example, although she said 
he’s not a perfect example.
 “The president went on live TV and gave an 
address to the nation and said, ‘We are a culture 
that cares about our family and to tackle this 
crisis we have to take care for our family. The 
difference is this time our family is not just our 
brothers and sisters, parents, or cousins. Right 
now our family is the country,’” Casaverde said. 
 “When you talk to a country like that from 
day one,” she explained, “you don’t leave much 
space for other thoughts because you’ve brought 
everyone together and you show them what the 
path to success is like.” 
 In the U.S., Casaverde said, Trump downplayed 
the threat of the virus early on, claiming “the 
media” and Democrats were trying to use it for 
political gain. His tone shifted as the number of 
U.S. cases increased, although he has stated, several 
times that the U.S. has “everything under control.”
 Casaverde said it feels like it’s a “you against 
them” situation when it comes to the policies, 
restrictions, and general views of COVID-19. But 
the divide on the Central Coast and the nation 
has more layers than the pandemic.
 People are divided now for the same reasons 
people have been divided for the last four years, 
Casaverde said. 
 But Republican Party of SLO (RPSLO) County 
Chair Randall Jordan said the group doesn’t see 
coronavirus as a political issue.
 “This is not a political thing. This is not a 
Republican-versus-Democrat thing at all. This is a 
freedom question; it’s a personal rights question,” 
Jordan said.
 Jordan said that the initial goals of shelter-at-
home orders have already been met by the greater 
community. 
 “The punishment, I won’t even say the 
requirements, the punishment that we are seeing 
with this shelter-at-home and the essential versus 
nonessential businesses—we feel that is way 
overblown for what is proven to be a very benign 
pandemic,” Jordan said. 
 As of press time, SLO County had a total of 
259 positive coronavirus test cases. Three patients 

were in the hospital, 21 patients were at home in 
isolation, and 234 have recovered. One person in 
SLO County has died from COVID-19. 
 The county’s population, Jordan said, is 
relatively small and has done a good job of 
preparing local medical facilities in the event 
there is an uptick in coronavirus cases. But as 
of now, RPSLO believes the county should be 
further along in its reopening phase.
 “I don’t think we should open up the 
floodgates. I think we should be thoughtful in 
the way we do open up the county, but people 
need to start getting back to work and out in the 
sunshine,” he said. 
 In mid-May, RPSLO adopted a resolution 
calling for Gov. Gavin Newsom to end the 
statewide lockdown immediately.
 “The only reason that we’re taking up the mantle 
as a Republican Party is because we’re seeing a 
direct violation to our rights, and we want to stand 
for our Constitution,” Jordan said. “We feel that 
that’s one of the only things that separates us from 
the rest of the world is we’ve got the greatest form of 
government in the history of man.”

Right or wrong?
 To stop community spread of the virus, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends that people wear face 
coverings in public settings, keep a 6-foot 
distance, and wash their hands. 
 “Your cloth face covering protects them. Their 
cloth face covering protects you,” a CDC slogan 
states.
 But individuals on the Central Coast and 
across the nation can’t seem to agree on whether 
to cover their mouth and nose with a piece of 
cloth. Some have embraced it while others say 
there isn’t a law that makes them wear one and 
they’re not sick, so why should they? 
 The World Health Organization recommends 
that “healthy individuals” should only wear a 
mask if they’re taking care of a person infected 
with the virus. If a person is coughing or 
sneezing, the organization also recommends it.
 Locally, the Santa Barbara County Public 
Health Department issued an order that 
temporarily requires the use of face coverings to 
slow the spread of the virus.
 According to the order, which went into effect 
on May 26 and extends through June 30, “A 
significant portion of individuals with COVID-19 
are asymptomatic and can transmit the virus to 
others through coughing, sneezing, or talking. 
Face coverings have the potential to slow the 
spread of the virus by limiting the spread of 
respiratory droplets.”
 The Santa Barbara County Public Health 
Department stated that all individuals, unless 
an exception applies, must wear a face covering: 
when inside of or in line to enter any and all 
businesses; when using public transportation, 
a private car service, or a ride-sharing vehicle, 
and drivers must wear a face covering; and all 
businesses must require employees, contractors, 

owners, and volunteers to wear a face covering at 
the workplace.
  There are a few exceptions, including those 
who work alone, children under 13 years old, 
and people who face a medical risk if they wear a 
mask.
 In SLO County, wearing a mask is 
recommended in a situation when 6-foot 
distancing is not possible. At a May 8 press 
briefing, SLO County Public Health Officer 
Dr. Penny Borenstein said there isn’t enough 
absolute information about the utility of a mask 
as a prevention measure. If made properly, used 
properly, and cleaned properly, cloth masks are an 
alternative to N95 masks. 
 “It may be beneficial. It also, in some regards, 
may be harmful and thus the county has taken 
a position of it being a recommendation,” 
Borenstein said. “It remains something that we 
would look to if our situation were to worsen 
as an additional mitigation measure that might 
provide some additional protection.”
 During a May 1 press briefing, Borenstein said 
there are a number of reasons the masks could be 
harmful.
 “It could be harmful to some people who can’t 
wear a mask. It could be harmful because some of 
the materials that are used, some of the textiles are 
made with formaldehyde. It could be harmful from 
the perspective of a false sense of security,” she said. 
 Wearing a mask has created two camps: those 
who feel wearing one is responsible and a sign of 
respect for others, and those who find wearing 
a mask is a sign of following the crowd without 
thinking for one’s self.
 On May 19, New Times posted the story, 
“Pismo Beach passes ordinance requiring face 
coverings in businesses,” to its Facebook page.
 In response, Facebook user Margot Henry 
posted: “So pleased to hear this. I love Pismo 
Beach and feel the residents deserve to be 
protected. Good job passing this ordinance! I 

pledge to wear a mask while visiting businesses.”
 Michelle Zamora also commented, saying, 
“Still not going to wear one!!” Zamora included a 
photo of sheep with the caption, “Sheeple. Don’t 
know why we follow, we just do!”
 As nonessential businesses begin curbside 
pickup and restaurants open their doors for 
dine-in services, it’s up to each SLO County 
business owner to require face masks in their 
establishment or not.
 In mid-April, Lopez Lake Marina saw a surge of 
visitors from the Central Coast and areas outside 
of the county, escaping the heat. Summer Scott, 
general manager of the lake’s restaurant, store, 
and boat rentals, said it was an overall positive 
experience to be a part of visitors’ recreational joy.
 At the time, the marina business requested 
that patrons wear a mask in order to enter the 
establishment. 
 “The worry of the owner of the marina store, 
restaurant, and rentals is that we don’t want to 
pass [the virus] along to someone else, and we 
don’t want to be the reason why it got passed 
along to somebody else,” she said.
 While many visitors wore masks in the store 
and restaurant for pickup, others didn’t, she said.
 “It’s just that people are blatantly disregarding 
and disrespecting others around them. It’s not all 
about them, you’ve got to consider other people 
and what they’re going through as well and how 
they’re feeling,” Scott said.

View from inside
 During her Zoom interview with the Sun, 
Susan Robinson sat in a room backdropped by 
books. At one point, her husband, Dave, and their 
dog walked by. 
 “I recognize that for me and my husband, you 
know, we have a plot of land, two dogs, and our 
situation could not be more perfect,” Susan said. 
 She said she doesn’t mind being home during 
this time. She has plenty to do and never seems to 
get bored.
 “I can’t finish all the things that I have every 
day on my to-do list, and everybody else is talking 
about binging on Netflix,” she said with a laugh. 
“I think, ‘Where do you find the time?’”
 If she were in a different situation, for example, 
married to an abusive husband with four young 
children and living in a two-bedroom apartment, 
Susan said she’d feel very differently.
 “That really underscores the awful divide in 
this country between privilege and nonprivilege,” 
she said. 
 The divisive reactions to the virus that Susan 
and her husband survived—and the resulting 
restrictions, policies, and guidelines—has shed 
a light on so many of the deep problems in this 
country, she said. Issues like racism, income 
inequality, and lack of equal medical care.
 “We’re not acting like a country. This is not ‘e 
pluribus unum.’ We’re just pluribus,” she said. m

Reach Staff Writer Karen Garcia from the Sun’s 
sister paper at kgarcia@newtimesslo.com. 

PERSONAL CHOICE: SLO County officials have left it up to the individual and the business owner to decide whether wearing a face 
mask is a requirement. 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS: SLO County 5th District Supervisor Debbie Arnold (left) said that residents who attended the ReOpen SLO 
County rally were concerned that their “constitutional freedoms are being assaulted.” 

OPEN UP: People who attend the May 8 ReOpen SLO County 
rally in San Luis Obispo demand the return of their freedom.  
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BY GALE MCNEELEY

The current world health crisis shines a light on 
two groups of Americans we seldom want to 
see: the homeless and the incarcerated. It is time 

we looked directly at them and asked ourselves. 
“Can’t we do better for our fellow human beings? 
What can we do to help improve their lives?”
 The poor and homeless are always with us. 
In America there are more than 500,000 men, 
women, and children living on the streets, or, 
if they are lucky, in temporary shelters, but 
“intermittently.” There are also millions of people, 
including whole families, living in cars and vans. 
Here in Santa Maria we have Good Samaritan, 
United Way, the Salvation Army, First United 
Methodist Church, and St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church doing the work we all could do. That’s still 
not enough to meet the overwhelming need.
 COVID-19 moved Good Samaritan to create 
beds for the homeless in the Santa Maria High 
School gym. Those admitted were welcome to 
stay all day long and were provided with three 
hot meals from the Salvation Army and regular 
showers. They could also be connected with 
counseling, drug treatment, and more permanent 
housing. Unfortunately, Good Samaritan does 
not accept people under the infl uence of drugs or 
alcohol. Other cities practice “harm reduction,” 
accepting people whether or not they are clean 
and sober and fi nding them the services they need 
to reassemble their broken lives.  
 Recently, in the Santa Maria Sun, there was an 
ad for the Humane Society that read: “No animal 
is ever turned away from our shelter. Not the sick, 
neglected, abandoned, or injured. Animals will never 
be turned away due to lack of space, age, or ailment.”
 Aren’t the homeless at least as valuable to us as 

stray animals? Don’t they deserve to be treated 
humanely all year long? Doesn’t the holy Bible teach 
us this lesson over and over in the words of Jesus? 
 The temporary gym shelter, which recently 
closed, was created to keep the homeless safe from 
the virus and to keep them away from the rest of 
the population, who fear they could infect them. 
To date, no Santa Maria homeless person has 
tested positive for the virus.
 Normally the city of Santa Maria policy is to 
make life so uncomfortable for the homeless that 
they will move on to a more hospitable place. The 
library is a good example of this philosophy. The 
long benches were replaced by single chairs and 
then removed altogether to leave the plaza bare 
and unfriendly, to keep the homeless from public 
view. There is a guard at the library “welcoming 
desk” to keep the homeless from spending too 
much time in the bathrooms. Public bathrooms 
in the city have disappeared, and they have few 
other places to go.  
 The city has also fenced areas off between the 
library and City Hall to keep the homeless from 
congregating, lying down for a nap, or sleeping 
overnight. There are city fences all over and rules 
about how many backpacks the homeless can set 
down, where they can sit, and their needing a lock 
for their bikes. The punitive nature of our policies 
is wrong and ill conceived.
 On June 2, the City Council may pass an ordinance 
that will exclude the homeless from city parks, plazas, 
and buildings if they carry and unpleasant odor.
 Studies show that when cities work to fi nd 
permanent housing, the homeless can receive 
services and thrive. Homeless people are not bad 
people. Why can’t we treat them as compassionately 
as we do our own brothers and sisters?

 The same is true of the men, women, and 
youth who are incarcerated. COVID-19 has been 
especially hard on the prison population. Look 
at Lompoc prison.  American society has thrown 
men and women away and lost the key. Poor food, 
poor sanitation, overcrowding, and a broken health 
care system increase their vulnerability. COVID-19 
shines a light on how inhumane their treatment is. 
 Prison reform is long overdue. Rehabilitation 
has proved possible around the country when 
we provide programs in the prisons to heal the 
prisoners’ lives. Former prisoners can survive 
and fl ourish in the community if we don’t release 
them in the middle of the night with only $20 
and a bus ticket. Like with hospitals, there needs 
to be a discharge plan. Our brothers and sisters 
also need supportive programs on the outside 
to help them integrate successfully back into 
the community. They have done their time and 
deserve the same love and respect we all do. 
 COVID-19 has taken the blinders off and 
allowed us to look at the reality of homelessness 
and of prison life. Now that we see how cruel and 
unfair our response has been, it’s time to make 
plans that will directly deal with the human needs 
of all these Americans. The virus has shown us 
that there is more than one kind of healing that 
our country is waiting for. ❍

Gale McNeeley writes from Santa Maria. 
Send comments to the editor at clanham@
santamariasun.com, or submit a letter for 
publication to letters@santamariasun.com.

Local cannabis rules are good
 I’m a recent transplant from a Northern California 
agricultural community. I lived in Lompoc last year 
and just moved to Santa Maria. Although I have no 
friends or family in the area, I moved here in 2019 for 
an amazing job offer in cannabis. Let me count the 
reasons why I say amazing:
 • Cannabis plants are incredible medicine.
 • Working in cannabis aligns with my values 
of working for a values-driven company in an 
industry that has the power to heal. 
 • Working for a Jewish-female- and Latino-
owned business is both inspiring and empowering.
 • My job pays a living wage, which allows me to live 
in one of the most expensive counties in the state.
 • Cannabis companies are economic drivers 
contributing to the growth of our local and state 
economies evidenced through high-paying jobs 
and payment of ancillary services and taxes.
 • The company owners are thoughtful, giving 
leaders providing cannabis education, advocacy, 
and community involvement.
 My principal reason for writing is to show my 
support to the county of Santa Barbara for its 
thoroughness and due diligence in crafting and 
implementing the cannabis ordinance. Staff has 
unequivocally done their job in ensuring CEQA 
compliance, local constituents overwhelmingly 
voted in favor of cannabis, and public comment 
periods were exhaustive. 
 We have a solid ordinance, clear rules to 
follow, and a queue of conscientious cannabis 
entrepreneurs awaiting approval. We can’t let 
perfect be the enemy of the good. Cannabis is the 
future whether the opponents want it or not. The 
SB Coalition for Responsible Cannabis CEQA 
lawsuit fi led against the county is a frivolous drain 
on limited resources that will not be won. 
 Once again, I’m here to support the county in 
its fi ght to defend its highly defensible CEQA work 
outputs.

Carmela Beck
Santa Maria

C A N A R Y 1 2  

COMMENTARY

How do you feel about the county 
potentially speeding up its 
reopening process?
40% It’s fine as long as the county does a
  better job of monitoring and enforcing
  the updated public health order.
30% It’s going to lead to more infections
  and potentially deaths.
20% It’s great! I can’t wait to eat inside a 
  restaurant.
10%  People need to get back to work.

10 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll COVID-19, the homeless, 
and the incarcerated
How can we do better to serve the most neglected and overlooked?

MAYFIELD

LETTERS
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Anthony Zamora
Congratulations

 Ant, we are so very proud of you. You are 
a great role model to your siblings. You’re 
athletic, smart, funny, and weird. But most of 
all you’re extremely caring. We know you’ll do 
great in high school and then off to college. 

 We love you so very much.

 –  Mom, Dad, Grandpa and 
Grandma and all the rest

LAKEVIEW JR HIGH CLASS OF 2020

2020 Santa 

Barbara County 

Graduates

2020 Santa 
2020 Santa 

Congratulations

Reserve your personalized 
Graduation Announcement 
in the Sun today!

(805) 347-1968 · advertising@SantaMariaSun.com

Let the Sun help 

you and your 

family celebrate!

Contact us today for more information on 
our special rates or to reserve your spot!

This is a great opportunity for schools, districts, 
booster clubs, teachers, businesses, and families 
to reserve a spot to say “Congratulations” to their 
graduate.
• List their accomplishments
• Wish them the best
• Publish photos

We are off ering special discounted rates that include free design and the 
pdf to save and share. 

These are unique times indeed and we’d like to help the Class of 
2020 get the recognition they so deserve and let families tell this 
community how proud they are of their graduates. 

ISSUE DATES:
• 6/4 . . . . . Space deadline 5/29
• 6/11 . . . . Space deadline 6/5
• 6/18 . . . . Space deadline 6/12

DAVID STEARS
WINDOW &
RAIN GUTTER
CLEANING

S e r v i n g  t h e
C e n t ra l  C o a s t

S i n c e  1 9 8 7 !

S e r v i n g  t h eS e r v i n g  t h eS e r v i n g  t h e
C e n t ra l  C o a s t

S e r v i n g  t h e
C e n t ra l  C o a s t

S e r v i n g  t h e
C e n t ra l  C o a s t

S i n c e  1 9 8 7 !S i n c e  1 9 8 7 !

Services
 O f f e r e d :

• Rain Gutter
  & Window Cleaning

• Pressure Washing

• High Cobweb Removal

• State-of-the-Art
  Cleaning Techniques

    (Up to 40 ft. from the Ground!)

• Commercial & Residential

DAVIDSTEARSWINDOWCLEANING.COM

CALL: 805-878-1107

Stay tuned for new dates later this year

NewTimesSLO.com · SantaMariaSun.com

Our 25th Annual Photography 
Contest & Exhibition has 
been postponed

Winning 
Images

Carl Sepulveda, 2019

Kathleen Bosch, 2019
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I know what you’re thinking. The Sun’s 
cover story this week is about the politics of 
COVID-19 and the little canary is just going 

sing out against the far-right 
protesters of the world.
 Well, I do think 
people who land on the 
far-rightish side of the 
spectrum and cling to 
President Donald Trump’s 
words like they’re truth 
bombs deserve a little 
skewering. I also think 
people who sit firmly 
on the far-leftish side of 
that spectrum are also 
outlandish. 
 There’s a damn good 
possibility these two fringes of 
America the Great’s political freak-show—and 
you can watch it live, seven days a week—have 
finally found each other. They’ve gathered you 
here today in a show of solidarity against THE 
GOVERNMENT and THE MEDIA. 
 As much as I love watching, I really could do 
without the rhetoric about Gov. Gavin Newsom 
single-handedly destroying the economy alongside 
his media minions touting a made-up virus. In all 
honesty, though, I’m on the fence, people! 
 Not to get too serious, but I do think this 
virus is serious. It really can kill people. And it 
has killed more than 100,000 people in the U.S., 
according the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, 
and more than 3,700 Californians, according the 
California Department of Public Health. 
 But those numbers are only true, if, like this 
little yellow-feathered beauty, you’re a “sheeple” 
and believe “statistics” put out by the “government 
agencies” in charge of tracking them. 
 I know 4th District Supervisor Peter Adam is 
going to accuse my feathers of being on fire, but 
those numbers show reality. 
 And while we should absolutely pay attention 
to the hair-on-fire news being put out daily by 
public health agencies and the truth-seeking 
media (That’s me!) because it’s literally in their 
job description, I also think what’s happening 
with our economy is serious. And would you 
believe it—the media and government agencies 
are putting news out about that, too! 
 Unemployment numbers in the country 
reached an all-time high of 14.7 percent in 
April. California hit 15.5 percent in April, 
according the state’s Employment Development 
Department. 
 Those percentages will likely be much higher 
for May. There’s a hair-igniting prediction for 
you, Peter!
 Both sets of numbers are scary. So is the 
uncertainty that’s come with the pandemic. If 
we open up, is everyone going to get sick and 
die? If we don’t open up, is everyone going to 
permanently lose their jobs and not have enough 
money to buy food?
 Both are valid questions—and lawmakers 
like Supervisor Adam and Gov. Newsom and 
our public health officials have to weigh the 
pros and cons alongside the uncertainty that the 
future holds. I’m pretty sure they don’t need all 
the hypervigilant assholes out there—yeah, all 
of you masktavists out there, I’m talking to you, 
too—making their jobs any harder than they 
already are. 
 This is truly where we are at, whether 
protesters, government officials, and just regular 
ol’ sheeple like it or not. And those feelings. The 
fed-up. The fear. The unknown. Aren’t going to 
go away anytime soon. m

The canary thinks everyone needs to put their big 
boy, big girl, and big gender-neutral pants on. Send 
comments to canary@santamariasun.com. 

Time to adult!

O P I N I O N
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Senior Advocacy Creative Arts

Nutrition Lifelong Learning

Fitness

Public Benefit Counseling
Tax Preparation Assistance
Safe Driving Classes  
Fraud Prevention Program 
Information and Referrals 
Job Fairs for Adults 50 and
OlderOlder 

Painting (oil and acrylic)
Ceramics
Choir
Crochet and Knitting
Silversmith
Cardmakers
More...More...

Daily Lunch
Free Farmers Market for 
OASIS
Members
Food and Produce Classess/
Demonstrations

Computer & Apps
Support Groups
Writing Programs
Travel - USA & Abroad
Day Trips
Book Club
Photo EditingPhoto Editing
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Happy Days are Here Again!
What People Say

About OASIS Our Impact

“OASIS creates a community 
for learning, meeting new 
friends and over all support”.

“It’s reassuring to know 
OASIS is here for me and so
manymany others like me needing 
a place to go for information, 
activities and relevant pro-
grams”. 

“It would be a problem for me 
if OASIS wasn’t here”. 

• According to the National 
Council on Aging compared
to their peers, senior center 
participants have higher
levels of health, social inter-
action, and life satisfaction.

• Individuals accessing our 
services report they ‘feel
more fit and healthy’, ‘enjoy 
life more’ and are ‘are getting 
out more often’ reducing the
risk of isolation and loneli-
ness.  

For 32 years OASIS has been a community focal point and one of the most utilized 
services providing programs and relevant services to a active aging population 
throughout the Santa Maria Valley. For many older adults now is a time when new 
experiences call and new doors open – today older adults embrace this new phase of 
their lives with passion and purpose. Our goal has always been to bring together or-
ganizations, businesses, and community groups focused on developing creative 
solutions that improve the lives of all older adults; at the same time working with 
nonprononprofit organizations throughout the county to identify solutions and opportuni-
ties that support high quality and independent lifestyles.  

For more information about OASIS please visit us on the web at                                              
www.oasisorcutt.org. 
 
Thank you. 

Doug Dougherty 
President/CEO 
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THANK YOU!

IMPROVISE, ADAPT & OVERCOME

OASIS Would Like To

As you know, the COVID 19 
health  threat to our senior 
citizens has been very hard 
on OASIS. The aging popu-
lation is the most at risk, thus 
we had to close our doors for 
the first time to our mem-
bers.  

While we've been launching 
new online programs and 
getting out supplies, you 
came to our rescue during

our first-ever online OASIS 
Gala! What looked like a po-
tential disaster when our 
original event was cancelled, 
turned into a fun and suc-
cessful virtual event! 

As we slowly begin to 
re-open our doors, we salute 
the community for making it 
possible. THANK YOU 
form our Board, staff and  
especially the members!
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ARTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

20/20: A RETROSPECTIVE This spring, the Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature will mark its 20th anniversary 
with a special exhibition celebrating the Museum’s 20-
year history in the Santa Ynez Valley. View the exhibit 
online. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
through Sept. 7 805-688-1082. wildlingmuseum.org/
news/2020-retrospective. Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

A MIGHTY OAK: PERMANENT EXHIBIT ONLINE
Depicts the habitat around a Valley oak–one of the 
largest and old trees found in our area. View the artwork 
online. ongoing Free. Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, 
wildlingmuseum.org.

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION The 
theme of this competition’s latest recurrence is Critters 
of the Tri-County Region, as applicants are encouraged 
to submit photos of all forms of wildlife—land and sea 
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects—so long 
as they are found within the counties of San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara, or Ventura. Through July 6 Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

REMEMBERING BUD BOTTOMS: A LEGACY OF 
ART AND ACTIVISM This online exhibit features 
sea life sculpture works by the Santa Barbara artist 
locally-renowned for his iconic Dolphin Family sculpture 
installed at the base of Stearns Wharf. Through Sept. 22 
Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission 
Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SB COUNTY AND BEYOND Photographic landscapes 
by George Rose. View online. ongoing Free. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., 
Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

SOLVANG SCHOOL: INSPIRED 
BY NATURE View the exhibit online. 
Features photography by 29 Solvang 
School Yearbook and Media students. The 
students, grades 7 – 8, were inspired by 
philosopher Henry David Thoreau’s quote: 
“All good things are wild and free.” ongoing 
Free. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, 
wildlingmuseum.org.

STARRY NIGHTS: VISIONS OF THE NIGHT SKY 
(VIRTUAL TOUR) Celebrates the awe-inspiring beauty 
and mystery of the night across a range of media, 
including painting and photography, as well as poetry 
curated by Dan Gerber. View the exhibit online. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through June 

15 Free. 805-688-1082. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ABK VIRTUAL STUDIO: LOVE LOOKING OUT
Online reservations are required. Pick up your Take 
Home Paint Kit anytime from 1 to 5 p.m. on week days. 
Kits include canvas, paints, and brushes to follow along 
with the artist on Facebook. May 29, 11 a.m. Wine and 
Design, 3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

CALL FOR ARTISTS (GRADES 4-12): NEW 
CHILDREN’S BOOK This art contest will give students 
an opportunity create illustrations for a bilingual children’s 
book that will depict local landmarks. Students are to 
create their illustration on a paper template entry form. 
All illustrations shall be created using colored pencils 
only. Through Sept. 25 Abel Maldonado Community Youth 
Center, 600 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

PCPA: ACTORS TALKBACK Streams live on PCPA’s 
Instagram every Thursday and spotlights a different 
thespian guest each week. Hosted by Erik Stein. Thursdays, 
3:30 p.m. Free. pcpa.org. PCPA: The Pacifi c Conservatory 
Theatre, 800 S. College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313.

PCPA READS AT HOME A literacy project that uses 
our students’ learning to serve children and parents who 
are learning at home. Co-hosted by Allan Hancock College 
and the Santa Maria-Bonita School District to bring a love 
of stories and language to people right in their homes. 
ongoing PCPA: The Pacifi c Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. 
College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

SMPL VALLEY READS BOOK CLUB The Valley 
Reads Book club meets very month on the fourth 
Tuesday (now over the phone). Interested community 
members should email jgaytan@cityofsantamaria.org to 
join. ongoing 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

TECH TALKS: LIVE ON INSTAGRAM
Every Tuesday sit down with one of our 

technical staff and learn about the ins 
and outs of their craft. Get the exclusive 

with our host Erik Stein. Tuesdays, 3:30 p.m. PCPA: The 
Pacifi c Conservatory Theatre, 800 S. College, Santa 
Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

VIRTUAL STUDIO: STRONGER TOGETHER Online 
reservations are required. Pick up your Take Home Paint 
Kit anytime from 1 to 5 p.m. on week days. Kits include 
canvas, paints, and brushes to follow along with the 
artist on Facebook. May 29, 6 p.m. Wine and Design, 
3420 Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WINE AND DESIGN VIRTUAL CLASSES Check 
Wine and Design’s Orcutt website for the complete list of 
virtual classes online, for various ages. ongoing Varies. 
wineanddesign.com/orcutt. Wine and Design, 3420 
Orcutt Road, suite 105, Orcutt.

WORKSHOPS VIA ZOOM Sara Curran Ice, PCPA’s 
Technical Theatre Program Coordinator/Designer, is 
conducting Workshops via Zoom for local high school 
drama students. Check site or call for more info. 
ongoing PCPA: The Pacifi c Conservatory Theatre, 800 
S. College, Santa Maria, 805-922-8313, pcpa.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

TEACHER AND STUDENT GRANTS Since the 
program’s start in 2004, the Clark Center has provided 
more than $150,000 in scholarships and grants to students 
and teachers. Grant applications are due June 30. Through 
June 30 Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks 
Ave., Arroyo Grande, 805-489-9444, clarkcenter.org.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CALL FOR ARTISTS: LIBRARY CARD A call for 
artists to have an original art piece featured on the 2021 
library cards. We are asking that there be a literary 
connection to the artwork submitted. Recognition of the 
artist will be on the library card. Check site or call for 
details. Through June 15 San Luis Obispo Library, 995 
Palm St., San Luis Obispo, slolibrary.org.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: A DIGITAL ART SALON
The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) will be 
hosting A Digital Art Salon from Sept. 4 through Nov. 

1 in partnership with the Digital Art Group. This juried 
exhibition will feature the diverse artwork being created 
by contemporary California digital artists. Through July 
3 805-543-8562. artist.callforentry.org. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ENTRIES: DIGITAL SHORTS FILM 
FESTIVAL The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) 
will be hosting the fi rst Digital Shorts Film Festival on 
Sept. 26 in partnership with the Digital Art Group. This 
one-night-only event will feature digital shorts by artists 
from across California. Through July 3 805-543-8562. 
sloma.org/call_for_artists/digital-shorts/. San Luis 
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

THE INTERMISSION SHOW This brisk 8- to 
10-minute show is set up like a socially distanced talk 
show with SLO Rep’s Managing Artistic Director Kevin 
Harris at the helm, clad in a tacky suit and tie with a faux 
alcoholic drink nearby. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
3 p.m. San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro 
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440, slorep.org/.

VIRTUAL ART GALLERY Every Friday, we publish our 
Virtual Art Gallery to our blog and newsletter. Featuring 
artworks from customers and the community. Fridays, 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.
com/category/gallery-exhibits/virtual-gallery/. Art 
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

VIRTUAL STUDENT EXHIBITION This year, the 
Cuesta College Harold J Miossi Student Exhibition 
went online. View student work, including the Salon 
des Refuses, on the website. Mondays-Sundays 
hjmgallery2020studentshow.org/. Harold J. Miossi 
Gallery, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo, 805-546-3202.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

FREE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ART CLASSES 
(ONLINE) Check the foundation’s site for various 
classes offered, for ages 5 to 18. Through Oct. 31 Paso 
Robles Youth Arts Foundation, 3201 Spring St., Paso 
Robles, 805-238-5825, pryaf.org.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

CALL FOR ARTISTS: THRU THE LENS III Opening 
date for submissions to this juried photography exhibit 
is April 1, 2020. Chuck Jennings serves as judge. Please 
see prospectus on the exhibit schedule online. Through 
June 15 Varies. 805-772-2504. artcentermorrobay.org. 
Art Center Morro Bay, 835 Main St., Morro Bay.

ROOTED AND RISING: A BOOK DISCUSSION
Rooted and Rising draws together stories from people 
of a wide range of different faith perspectives about 
how they keep themselves encouraged and hopeful in a 
time of climate crisis. This is a Zoom meeting (call for 
meeting ID). May 28, 2 p.m. and June 4, 2 p.m. Free. 

MASQUERADE 
The Elverhoj Museum of History and Art in Solvang premiered 
its latest online exhibition, The Art of Face Masks, on May 15. 
This group show reunites several artists from the museum’s 
2019 exhibit, The Art of Dress, including Georganne Alex, 
Carole Coduti, Gwen Samuels, and others. View the show for 
free at artoffacemasks.com. The museum also hosts its fi rst Live 
Artist Interview on Instagram on June 3, starting at 4 p.m. Call 
(805) 686-1211 or email info@elverhoj.org for more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGANNE ALEX
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New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account 
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood 
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
Arts ............................[17]

Culture & Lifestyle .......[18]

Food & Drink ..............[18]

Music .........................[19]

MAY 28 – JUNE 4

2020



18

18 • Sun • May 28 - June 4, 2020 • www.santamariasun.com

stbenslososos.org. St. Benedict’s Church, 2220 Snowy 
Egret Ln., Los Osos, 805-528-0654.

SAFETY IN THE SHADE: ART BY SARA J. FRANTZ 
San Luis Obispo-based multimedia artist Sara J. Frantz is 
the gallery’s next featured artist. Frantz is an Associate 
Professor at Cal Poly, where she teaches studio art 
courses. June 6-July 1 Left Field Gallery, 1036 Los Osos 
Valley Road, Los Osos, 805-305-9292, leftfieldgallery.com.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

GOOD MORNING LOMPOC The show is hosted by 
Lompoc locals Michelle and Jeremy Ball, who aim to keep 
the community connected while staying home at the same 
time. Episodes are also available to watch on YouTube after 
they’re streamed live. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 8:30 
a.m. Facebook, Online, Inquire for Facebook address.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BIZ MASTERS TOASTMASTERS TUESDAYS: 
ZOOM Learn more about Toastmasters, prepare 
for ‘Your Competitive Future’, and improve your 
communication and leadership skills. Zoom Meeting 
ID: 317 198 472 (Password: 630). Tuesdays, 6:30-8 
p.m. through Dec. 15 Free. 805-570-0620. Santa Maria 
Airport, 3249 Terminal Dr., Santa Maria.

PIONEER VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR 
AWARDS: PICK-UP A digital copy of the awards program 
(held virtually on May 26) will also be available (call or email 
for details). May 28, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. smjuhsd.org. Pioneer 
Valley High School, 675 Panther Dr., Santa Maria.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CONTINUING TAI CHI ONLINE Continuing Tai Chi 
covers the completion of the 40 form, further refining 
basics. For returning students and anyone with Tai Chi 
experience and brave beginners. Mondays, Wednesdays, 
10:15-11:15 a.m. through June 10 $36. 805-549-1222. 
ae.slcusd.org. Online, 1500 Lizzie Street, San Luis Obispo.

MEDITATION, BREATHWORK, AND GRATITUDE 
PRACTICE: LIVE ON ZOOM This class will support 
you and help you stay vital during these uncertain times. 
Practices include breathing techniques to calm the nervous 

system, guided meditation 
for balanced relaxation, 
mantra practice to calm 
the mind, and tips to help 
you cultivate and maintain a 
home practice. Wednesdays, 
12-12:45 p.m. through Sept. 
16 $10 for SLO Botanical 
Garden members/$15 for 
non-members. 805-540-1762. 
eventbrite.com. San Luis 
Obispo Botanical Garden, 
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San 
Luis Obispo.

METABOLIC 
CONDITIONING We use 
primarily our own body weight 
in this interval training class 
to run through exercises and 
drills to raise the heart rate, 
condition our muscles, and 
stay flexible. This advanced 
class also incorporates hand 
weights and sand bags, if 
you have them. Mondays-
Thursdays, 8:15-9:15 a.m. 
$72. 415-516-5214. ae.slcusd.
org. Online, 1500 Lizzie 
Street, San Luis Obispo.

RESTORATIVE FLOW 
YOGA ON ZOOM 
Join us for a 60-minute 
Restorative Flow Yoga 
Class. Pre-registration is 
required.Payment to be 
made online only at this 
time. Zoom meeting info 
will be included in your 
registration confirmation 
email. Mondays, 4-5:15 
p.m. through June 1 $15. 
themondayclubslo.org. The Monday Club, 1815 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-541-0594.

STRENGTH FOR 55+ We begin the session in the 
Static Back position, then progress onto movements, 
using primarily our body weight. We perform a variety 
of exercises to maintain function, balance, and mobility. 
Strength will be enhanced with and without the use of 
hand weights. Mondays-Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
through June 11 $72. 415-516-5214. ae.slcusd.org. 
Online, 1500 Lizzie Street, San Luis Obispo.

WILSHIRE HOSPICE ONLINE VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING The work of Hospice continues during this 
challenging time and the need for volunteers continues. 
The first-ever ZOOM-based Hospice Volunteer Training 
begins May 19. Classes will be held through Zoom, secure 
links will be sent to each participant for each session. 
May 28, 10 a.m.-noon Free. 805-547-7025 ext 2021. 
Wilshire Hospice, 277 South St., suite R, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ONLINE GENTLE YOGA Using traditional yoga moves 

as well as active and resistant stretching and moves from 
the foundation training method, we create a healthy back a 
flexible body and increase our lung capacity to try to chew 
breathing exercises; all in the privacy of your own home. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 10:45 a.m.-noon through June 12 
$5 per session. 415-516-5214. Online (Location address 
included), 1297 13th Street, Los Osos.

NAWBO CCC PRESENTS: WILL THE REAL 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR PLEASE STAND 
UP? Our speaker will address the challenging question 
facing employers in California, “Do I have employees or 
independent contractors?” She will also talk about the 
Dynamex Decision, as it has become known, which applies 
a standard that presumes all workers are employees 
instead of contractors. June 5, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 800-
556-2926. eventbrite.com.

FOOD & DRINK
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ALISAL’S BARBECUE TO-GO SUNDAYS Executive 
Chef Anthony Endy has designed a menu full of Alisal 
favorites and a selection of favorite local wines and 
beer is also available for an additional cost. Meals are 
available for pick-up. Sundays, 12-2 p.m. through June 1 
Varies. alisal.com/dine/order-bbq/. Alisal Guest Ranch 
and Resort, 1054 Alisal Rd., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PIONEER VALLEY HIGH: NO-COST BREAKFAST 
AND LUNCH Free pick-up meals for ages 18 and under. 
May 29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pioneer Valley High School, 
675 Panther Dr., Santa Maria.

RIGHETTI HIGH: NO-COST BREAKFAST AND 
LUNCH Free pick-up meals for ages 18 and under. 
May 29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Free. Ernest Righetti High 
School, 941 E. Foster Rd., Orcutt, 805-937-3738.

SANTA MARIA HIGH: NO-COST BREAKFAST AND 
LUNCH Free pick-up meals for ages 18 and under. May 
29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Santa Maria High School, 901 S. 
Broadway, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Saturdays, 
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley.

FOOD & DRINK continued page 19

ARTS from page 17

WHAT DOES THE FOX SAY?
The Pacific Conservatory Theatre (PCPA) presents Actors 
Talkback live on its Instagram every Thursday, starting at 3:30 
p.m. Host Erik Stein (pictured, right) interviews a different 
thespian each week. Guests so far have included PCPA resident 
artist George Walker (left), who Stein has worked with on 
Christmas is Here Again and other productions. Find PCPA on 
Instagram to tune in to the live feed (@pcpatheatre).

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
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Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here 
to assist your medical supply needs.Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm

JDX PHARMACY

Caring for you and about you

Introducing Your Locally Owned

1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com

We Have Everything Under The Sun!

Full service pharmacy and medical equipment

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus,  
Melissa Rosario, Amanda Brown & Kara GouldThatsFETCH805.com

3564 Skyway Dr., Santa Maria
(805) 361-0802

Who Needs a SPAW Day?

Grooming Spaw NOW 
OPEN with COVID Safety 

Modifications in Place
Shop the bowtique from our website or 

call in to purchase pet food, treats, toys, 
apparel, etc. to pick up curbside.

Donna Randolph Ins Agcy Inc
Donna Randolph, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 0K80844

1650 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454

Hello,  
neighbor!
Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

I’m looking forward to serving your needs 
for insurance and financial services.

Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.  
(805) 925-4610

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

A beautiful, full-service 
property located in the 
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• � e Century Room Restaurant 

o� ering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour

• Wine Cellar o� ering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway 
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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SAN LUIS OBISPO

SLO FARMERS MARKET 
Hosts more than 60 vendors. 
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. 
World Market Parking Lot, 
325 Madonna Rd.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

TED ED: A VIRTUAL 
WINE TASTING WITH ED 
PLEMONS A virtual tasting 
experience. These bottles 
were carefully chosen by 
Plemons himself. Take this 
opportunity to ask him all of 
your burning questions about 
this delicious selection of 
wine and more. May 29, 4-5 
p.m. $275. my805tix.com. 
Cass Winery And Vineyard, 
7350 Linne Rd., Paso Robles, 
805.239.1730.

VINA ROBLES WIN-WIN: 
20-20 SITEWIDE SALE 
Patrons get 20% off of 6 and 
more bottles; Vina Robles 
gives 20% to SLO Food 
Bank. Free curbside pickup; 
$10 flat rate shipping within 
California; regular rates apply 
to addresses in other states. 
Visit site for more info. 
Through May 31 Varies; 20% 
of proceeds benefit SLO Food 
Bank. 805-227-4812. vinarobles.com. Vina Robles Winery, 
3700 Mill Rd., Paso Robles.

MUSIC
SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

THE BASIN STREET REGULARS: LIVE STREAM 
The Creole Syncopators will perform during this live 
stream hosted by the Basin Street Regulars. May 31, 
2 p.m. 805-937-8402. pismojazz.com. Pismo Beach 
Veterans Memorial Hall, 780 Bello St., Pismo Beach.

HOT SWINGIN’ JAZZ: LIVE STREAM The 

Creole Syncopators will be featured in a live stream 
performance. The Basin Street Regulars is hosting live 
stream events at its regularly scheduled concert dates 
and times until the restrictions on the Pismo Beach 
Veteran’s Hall are lifted. First Sunday of every month, 
2-4 p.m. and May 31, 2-4 p.m. through July 5 Donation 
suggested. 805-937-8402. pismojazz.com. Pismo Beach 
Veterans Memorial Hall, 780 Bello St., Pismo Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

RSVP XXV: EPISODE I-LOOSE ENDS (VIDEO) 
Marking the 25th anniversary of RSVP and the departure 
of its founder and artistic director, Antonio G. Barata. The 
transmedia series picks up where last year’s left off: in a 

combination of music, costume, dance, and video editing. 
June 4, 7:30 p.m. Free; donations accepted. music.calpoly.
edu/calendar/rsvp/. Cal Poly Davidson Music Center, Room 
218, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 805-756-2406.

RSVP XXV: EPISODE II-A CLOSER LOOK (VIDEO) 
Marking the 25th anniversary of RSVP and the departure 
of its founder and artistic director, Antonio G. Barata. The 
transmedia series picks up where last year’s left off: in a 
combination of music, costume, dance, and video editing. 
June 5, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Free; donations accepted. Cal 
Poly Davidson Music Center, Room 218, Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo, 805-756-2406.

RSVP XXV: EPISODE III-THE MOMENT OF TRUTH 
(VIDEO) Marking the 25th anniversary of RSVP and the 
departure of its founder and artistic director, Antonio G. 
Barata. The transmedia series picks up where last year’s left 
off: in a combination of music, costume, dance and video 

editing. June 6, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Free; donations accepted. 
music.calpoly.edu/calendar/rsvp/. Cal Poly Davidson Music 
Center, Room 218, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 805-756-2406.

SLO BREW AND ERNIE BALL PRESENT TOGETHER 
SLO A live stream benefit series supporting local creators 
of SLO. Features live music by Resination, Shawn Clark, 
Chris Beland, Wordsauce, Bear Market Riot. May 31, 12-7 
p.m. slohouseparty.com. SLO Brew, 736 Higuera St., San 
Luis Obispo, 805-543-1843.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

VIRTUAL HAPPY HOUR: LIVE MUSIC BY RACHEL 
SANTA CRUZ Live music streamed every Wednesday 
from the Schooners Deck. Tune into our virtual happy 
to hear some great music and watch the sunset. 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. Schooners, 171 North Ocean Ave, 
Cayucos, 805-995-3883, schoonerscayucos.com. m

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
The San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre presents new episodes of The Intermission Show 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, starting at 3 p.m. each day. Kevin Harris (pictured), 
the company’s managing artistic director, plays an anxious talk show host during this 
comedic YouTube series. Visit slorep.org for more details.

—C.W.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF SLO REP/KEVIN HARRISFOOD & DRINK from page 18

SHINE ON
The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) invites the 
community to view its exhibition, Fake News (originally 
scheduled to run through April 26 before the shelter-in-place 
order), virtually for free on the museum’s website. The exhibit 
includes satirical paintings by local artist Mark Bryan (pictured). 
Visit sloma.org to see the show, as well as an eight-minute 
personal tour of the exhibit with Bryan himself.

—C.W.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF SLOMA

MAY 28 – JUNE 4 
2020

Tasteful marketing.
All food & drink creations!
Take a journey into the flavors of the area that are key to the creation of everyone’s favorite dining and menu items. 
Readers will flip through pages of delicious cuisine tidbits catered to each section in our FOOD & DRINK publication.

Join New Times and Sun with this fun, full, food-consuming issue sure to delight all your senses!

Contact your sales rep today!

ADVERTISING@NEWTIMESSLO.COM • 805.546.8208 ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM • 805.347.1968

FOOD & DRINK
BOOK YOUR AD BY 6-11-20

6-18-20PUBLICATION DATE
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Pioneer Valley’s NAMI Club 
makes short film to raise 
mental health awareness  
 A few students from Pioneer Valley High School, in 
partnership with the school’s National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) Club, recently collaborated on a short film 
to commemorate Student Mental Health Awareness Week. 
The one-minute film, titled Notice ME!, was shot by student 
filmmaker Angel Recinos and completed with help from peers 
Isabelle Mora, Anabel Mora, Jaydene Le Doux, and Elisheva 
Alipia. The video is available to view for free on Vimeo. 
 “My main reason for making this film is knowing my 
friends and their friends are going through a hard time in life, 
but that doesn’t mean we can’t help others to make their lives 
smoother,” Recinos said in a press release from the Santa 
Maria Joint Union High School District. “I hope that this film 
inspires or at least gives the awareness to people, so not only 
can they see the signs in their friends, but family too.”
 To find out more about the new short film, visit 
pvhspanthers.org. 

Oceano Beach  
Community Association  
holds sand castle contest

 The Oceano Beach Community Association (OBCA) is 
hosting its inaugural Oceano Beach Sand Castle Building 
Contest. Children and adults are welcome to participate in 
the competition by building sand castles and other sand 
sculptures along the beach (anywhere between the Grand 
Avenue entrance and the Arroyo Grande Creek).
 Competitors are advised to maintain social-distancing 
practices while building their sand structures at the beach 
and must submit photographs of their creations to the OCBA 
in order to enter the contest. Participants are asked to turn in 
two different photos: one close-up of their sand structure and 
one wider shot of both the structure and the artist on location. 
 Submissions (with photos and artists’ names and contact 
info) should be sent to info@oceanobeach.org by June 7. 
Winners will be announced by June 15 and will receive gift 
certificates to local Oceano businesses impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For more info, contact Bonnie Ernst at 
(805) 801-6148 or bonnie@pacificcoastpro.com. 

Gallery Los Olivos artists 
collaborate on new online 
coloring book
 Several former featured artists of Gallery Los Olivos have 
recently collaborated on a new virtual coloring book, which 
premiered on the gallery’s website on May 15. Guests of the 
site can download or print out images from the coloring book 
to color in for themselves. 
 Each image is based on one of the featured artists’ original 
artworks. The coloring book includes art by Neil Andersson, 
Jayne Behman, Carol North Dixon, and more than 10 other 
participating artists. Visit gallerylosolivos.com/coloringbook 
to see the book for yourself. m

Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com. 

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

A 
resident of Los Angeles for the past two 
decades, photographer Noe Montes first 
collaborated with Blue Sky Center in 2017. 

Over the past few years, between various creative 
endeavors, most of Montes’ trips to the Cuyama 
Valley have doubled as family outings—refreshing 
breaks for him, his wife, and children from the 
hustle and bustle of city life. 
 “We appreciate the open space, 
the pace of life, and the great natural 
beauty of the place,” Montes told the 
Sun. “We find ourselves going there 
more often and for longer periods of 
time. Who knows, maybe we might 
end up living there one day.”
 Thanks to a recent grant from 
the California Arts Council (CAC) 
to Blue Sky Center, starting July 1, 
Montes’ next venture with the Cuyama nonprofit 
will be leading a series of photography workshops. 
Participants of the series will produce content to be 
included in a special newsprint piece, which will be 
distributed to Cuyama residents. 
 Beginners are welcome to join the classes, 
Montes said, as basic photography instruction 

will be provided. The goal of the finished piece is 
to illustrate the complexities that define the town, 
Montes explained.
 “We will be working with local residents to 
make work about the community and the issues 
that are important to them, such as housing, the 
economy, and education,” Montes said of the 
project, which will pair its photos with written 

pieces and infographics detailing 
various aspects of life in Cuyama.

“One thing I really appreciate 
about working with [Blue Sky 
Center] is that they are willing to 
make the space and time to try ideas, 
something that is very important 
for this kind of work but does not 
happen often,” Montes added.

Similar to the 2019 photo 
exhibition titled Cuyama—one of 

Montes’ previous collaborations with Blue Sky 
Center—the newsprint project will hopefully 
provide “voice” to residents of the small town, only 
this time in a more forum-like setting.
 “All of Noe’s work with Blue Sky Center has 
an undercurrent of seeking to connect neighbors 
to neighbors, to bring forward stories of the 

Cuyaman human experience so that we can 
perhaps grow in our appreciation of each other and 
what challenges we’re able to address together as a 
community,” Jack Forinash, executive director of 
Blue Sky Center, told the Sun.
 The Artist in Communities Grant will support 
Montes’ project, while an additional grant from 
the CAC, the Organizational Development Grant, 
will support another venture from a frequent 
collaborator—graphic designer Corbin LaMont, 
who coincidentally also began her journey with the 
center in 2017. 
 She reached out to the nonprofit that year, 
offering to volunteer at its Rural Summit, to get a 
better sense of the organization, she said.
 “A few different friends sent me Blue Sky 
Center’s work and asked something like, ‘Hey, do 
you know what’s up with these guys?’” LaMont 
said. “I’ve always had an immediate interest in 
community design studios, the desert, and the 
rural—making Blue Sky Center a kind of trifecta 
of my creative research.”
 As part of the Cuyama Valley Community 
Action Plan, the Blue Sky Center implemented a 
63-question community-wide survey to Cuyama 
households. The survey yielded a 42 percent 
response rate, results that LaMont will compile 
into user-friendly graphics.
 “All that data needs to get off of spreadsheets 
and into the hands of the community,” Forinash 
said, “so that it can empower local organizations 
and community advocates to pursue community-
verified goals and opportunities.”
 LaMont, working remotely from her current 
residence in Veracruz, Mexico, lovingly referred 
to her data-organizing process as a creation of 
“cultural artifacts.”
 “I’ve made this kind of work my practice because 
I believe through creating cultural artifacts, we can 
transform the way we see ourselves,” said LaMont, 
who offers such services through her mobile design 
studio, The Office of Virtue.
 “Corbin’s ability to present information in a 
compelling way has been critical for Blue Sky Center,” 
Forinash said, “as we serve our role in the broader 
rural American context to highlight case studies and 
learnings through thoughtful, beautiful reports.”
 With funding available from both grants, 
providing a combined total of $17,500 to the 
center, Forinash feels honored and grateful for the 
CAC’s support.
 “CAC’s funding of these two projects 
enfranchises Cuyama to tell its own story from 
its own voice,” Forinash said, “a narrative that if 
listened to can be a valuable case study for both 
other rural communities in America and for larger 
urban populations.” m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wants to hear your 
stories at cwiseblood@santamariasun.com. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BONNIE ERNST

PHOTO COURTESY OF SANDRA RENE JANTZ

PHOTOGENIC: Los Angeles-based photographer Noe Montes (right) has collaborated with Blue Sky Center on various projects since 
2017, including on this photography workshop with students of Cuyama Middle School.

Tangled up in blue
Blue Sky Center enlists photographer Noe Montes and designer 
Corbin LaMont for new community projects and workshops

A R T  S C E N E  2 1

ART SCENE
Arts Briefs

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTINE DONG

DESIGNATED DESIGNER: As part of the Cuyama Valley Community Action Plan, the Blue Sky 
Center implemented a 63-question community-wide survey to Cuyama households. The survey 
yielded a 42 percent response rate, results which graphic designer Corbin LaMont (pictured) will 
compile into user-friendly graphics.

Center of attention
 Find out more about Blue 
Sky Center at blueskycenter.
org. More info on Noe Montes 
and Corbin LaMont can also 
be found on their respective 
websites (noemontes.com and 
corbinlamont.com).

FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

SKY HIGH: “[California Arts Council’s] funding of these two projects enfranchises Cuyama to 
tell its own story from its own voice,” Blue Sky Center Executive Director Jack Forinash said, “a 
narrative that if listened to can be a valuable case study for both other rural communities in 
America and for larger urban populations.”
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A R T S ART SCENE

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

When performing arts student Jackie 
Thompson returned home to Santa 
Maria from Seattle during spring break in 

mid-March, she didn’t realize her senior year at 
Cornish College of the Arts was about to change 
significantly.
 “It wasn’t long after I got home that Seattle was 
starting to shut down, and stay-at-home orders 
were being put in place,” Thompson told the Sun. 
“My school eventually went online 
anyway so I got all my stuff back 
from school and moved back home.”
 On May 16, Thompson graduated 
from Cornish College with her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in musical 
theater. Thompson is also a PCPA 
alumna, who graduated from the 
program in 2018 before transferring to Cornish to 
continue her education.
 Her graduation commencement at Cornish was 
originally scheduled to take place in-person on May 
7, but it later became a virtual ceremony online.
 “It was very bittersweet. I was happy to be done 
with school, but I was also sad that my classmates 
and myself didn’t get to have a proper graduation, 
like everyone around the country,” Thompson said. 
 Before graduating, Thompson finished her 
remaining theater courses online in Santa Maria. 
She admitted that the two biggest constants in 
her life since quarantine 
started have been yoga 
and Animal Crossing. But 
time at home also allowed 
her to revisit an additional 
hobby, she explained.
 “Learning embroidery 
was actually easier than I 
thought,” said Thompson, 
who has been cross-
stitching for about three 
years but began dabbling 
in embroidery a little more 
than a year ago.
 “My friend who taught 
me embroidery taught me 

one of the most basic stitches that you use—a back 
stitch,” she said. “Other stitches I learned through 
watching YouTube and Instagram videos.”
 Embroidery was an on-and-off hobby for 
Thompson during college, and she would find 
designs to stitch from Etsy, Pinterest, and other 
websites. But her recent plunge into accepting 
commissions during quarantine came about partly 
as a way of coping with several setbacks, she said. 
 Originally, this May would have marked 
Thompson’s first month working with a theater 
company in Sonora, California, but her contract 
was revised to start in August due to COVID-19 
precautions.
 “This time period has brought a lot of ups and 
downs for me. So I found myself in a depressed 
place for a while,” Thompson said. “I didn’t feel the 
want to create anymore—not even theater, the one 
art form I love more than anything.”

One of the things that cheered her up and 
inspired her to pick up embroidery 
again was catching up with some old 
PCPA friends, she explained.

“That lifted my spirits. Us 
artists are all in a similar space 
right now, especially artists in the 
entertainment industry,” Thompson 
said. “After sharing an embroidery 

piece I did with them, they encouraged me to start 
commissioning my pieces. And now, here I am.”
 Anyone interested in sending commissions to 
Thompson for some custom embroidery should 
check out her Instagram (@tackiejhompson), 
where you’ll find some examples of her work so far, 
ranging from homages to Stephen Sondheim to 
Bob’s Burgers. m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood is not a snitch, but send him 
stitches anyway at cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

Stitch in time
 Follow Jackie Thompson on 
Instagram (@tackiejhompson) 
or message her for embroidery 
commissions.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JACKIE THOMPSON

ADAPTATION: Embroidery and 
cross-stitching were on-and-off 
hobbies for PCPA and Cornish 
College alumna Jackie Thompson 
during college. She often found 
designs to adapt from Etsy, 
Pinterest, and other websites.

WHAT ABOUT BOB? Some of Thompson’s embroidery projects so far include lovable homages 
to pop culture, including these tributes to Bob’s Burgers.

Life’s a stitch
Send commissions to Santa 
Maria artist Jackie Thompson 
for some custom embroidery

Tickets on sale now 
at My805Tix.com and at 
our off icial Box Off ice at 
Boo Boo Records in SLO

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

POWERED BY: & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Suppo� ing local journalism, one ticket at a time.

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS OPEN Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the off icial Box Off ice for My805Tix events! Boo 
Boo’s is located at 978 Monterey Street in SLO. Call 805-541-0657.

Pop-Up Drive 
In Theater

THURS., 
MAY 28
Colony 
Square, 

Atascadero

Ted Ed: 
Vi� ual Wine 
Tasting with 
Ted Plemons
FRI., MAY 29
Online with 
Cass Winery

Barrel Room Conce� : 
Moonshiner Collective

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
CASS Winery

Krav Maga Level 2 
Weekend

JUNE 20-21
SleepingTiger Fitness

Sunset Photo Shoot
FRIDAY, JUNE 26
Point San Luis 

Lighthouse

Avila Beach 4th of July 
Doggie Parade

SATURDAY, JULY 4
Avila Beach Promenade

Fou� h of July 
Drive-Through BBQ
SATURDAY, JULY 4

Atascadero Printery

Summer Sipping 2020
JUNE 27-JUNE 28

Foxen Canyon 
Wine Trail

The Mother Corn Shuckers
SATURDAY, JULY 11

Point San Luis 
Lighthouse

Bang Muay Thai 
Curriculum Review
SATURDAY, JULY 11

SleepingTiger Fitness

Stevie Nicks Illusion – A Tribute to 
Stevie Nicks and Fleetwood Mac

SATURDAY, JULY 11
Rava Wines + Events

Tiny Porch Summer Conce�  Series:
AJ Lee & Blue Summit with Miner

SUNDAY, JULY 12
King Gille� e Ranch

Yoga at the Lighthouse
SATURDAY, JULY 18

Point San Luis 
Lighthouse

36th Annual Central Coast 
Renaissance Festival
SAT & SUN, JULY 18–19

Laguna Lake Park

Family Fun Bingo Night
FRIDAY, JUNE 5

Avila Beach 
Community Center

Patriot Cruise of San Luis Bay
SUNDAY, MAY 31
Point San Luis 

Lighthouse

Central Coast Aquarium
Summer Camp

SELECT WEEKS AVAILABLE 
JUNE-AUGUST

Tiny Porch Summer Conce�  Series:
Ley Line with Abby and the Myth

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
King Gille� e Ranch

Carbon City Lights
SATURDAY, JUNE 13

Point San Luis 
Lighthouse

Rolling Stones 
 Tribute

TUESDAY, JUNE 9
The Savory Pale� e
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SUN SCREEN

Mixing humor and science, writer-director 
Donick Cary helms this documentary 
about both the potential therapeutic and 

recreational use of psychedelics such as LSD, 
psilocybin, DMT, and peyote. It explores the pros 
and cons, as well as the cultural impacts through 
interviews with celebrity users such as Sting, Rosie 
Perez, Carrie Fisher, Anthony Bourdain, Ben Stiller, 
Deepak Chopra, and others. (85 min).

Glen: As soon as Nick Offerman appears in 
his tan lab coat to explain and ins and outs 
of psychedelic substances, you know this 
documentary has its tongue fi rmly planted in its 
cheek. Maybe that’s the only way this topic could 
be approached, since magic mushrooms and LSD 
have been so thoroughly vilifi ed in our culture 
even though they’re essentially safe substances 
to use—non-addictive, diffi cult to overdose on, 
and physiologically benign. If you 
have even a cursory understanding 
of psychedelics, this documentary 
will have little to teach you, but as 
a piece of entertainment, it’s pretty 
fun! Listening to Sting talk about 
delivering a breached calf while 
frying or Anthony Bourdain’s 
Hunter S. Thompson-esque road 
trip story where he and a friend 
pick up a couple of female hitchhikers is a hoot. 
Aside from the proverbial “bad trip” story, these 
accounts are pretty standard “laughing our assess 
off over nothing” or “becoming one with the 

universe” affairs—common experiences for those 
who’ve dabbled in tripping.
Anna: Rule No. 1 of tripping on acid—don’t, 
under any circumstances, look in the mirror. 
Or maybe totally look in the mirror and enjoy 
a whirlwind trip through the beautiful veiny 
system pulsing just below your skin’s surface. 
Depends on who you ask. Between accidental 
trips and very intentional ones, the slew of 
celebrities describes in great detail both the 
beauty and the dark side of turning your brain 
up to 11. There are faces you expect to see and 
some you don’t, some there for a party and some 
looking for higher elevation. Psychedelics have 
been shown to have real medical value, especially 
in cases of PTSD, yet the taboo around them 
still holds strong. No one wants to have a bad 
trip, and while they are documented in this fi lm, 
they aren’t the norm. If you’ve tried psychedelics 
in the past, this will be a wholly relatable walk 
down memory lane, and if you haven’t, it may be 
a good intro of real-life stories that will make the 
experience seem less scary. I defi nitely have a top 

5 list of celebrities I want to get weird 
with thanks to this fl ick!
Glen: Mom, if you’re reading this, 
turn the page now! Being a regular 
tripper in my younger years, I could 
certainly relate to lot of what these 
folks were talking about—they 
describe the experience in vivid 
terms. When one interviewee 
mentioned Terry Gilliam’s 1998 

fi lm based on Hunter S. Thompson’s classic 
drug adventure book Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas as being the only fi lm that “got it right” 
depicting what a hallucinating acid trip looked 

and felt like, I thought, “Yes! 
The fi lm did get it right! The 
swirling carpet in a gaudy 
Vegas hotel was spot on!” If 
you’re among the psychedelic 
uninitiated, watch that fi lm, 
or this one, to get an idea of 
what it’s like visually to trip 
out. If you want to see what 
a bad trip feels like check out 
Midsommar (2019). Toward 
its conclusion, the horror fl ick 
also does a good job depicting 
how everything seems to be 
alive and breathing when 
you’re on psychedelics. I’m not 
sure if this documentary will 
persuade those fearful of acid 
and magic mushrooms that 
they’re really no big deal, but 
it’s nice to see the substances 
getting a little love instead of 
vilifi cation. I mean, when Ben 
Stiller has to call his dad to 
confess he’s tripping, you know LSD has gone one 
step closer to the mainstream.
Anna: I remember being in the theater watching 
Midsommar and as the fl owers start to breathe I 
thought, “Crap, am I accidentally tripping out?” 
Nah, just some clever visual effects from some 
people who clearly know what the experience 
is like. While there may not be a whole lot of 
substance here besides personal stories from 
celebs, I think the point of the fi lm is to make it 
all relatable. Michael Pollan wrote How To Change 
Your Mind in 2018, a heady and wonderfully 
written deep dive into the world of psychedelics, 

micro-dosing, and the history behind it all. 
He also reads the audiobook if you’re looking 
for something engaging to listen to during 
quarantine without committing to the read. I 
was laughing the entire time we watched this 
documentary, and with a varied and delightfully 
funny cast, it was just so much fun. I wasn’t sure 
an hour and a half of trippy talk could pull it off, 
but it did. ❍

New Times Senior Staff Writer Glen Starkey and 
freelancer Anna Starkey write Sun Screen. Glen 
compiles streaming listings. Comment at gstarkey@
newtimesslo.com.

Brain candy

HAVE A GOOD TRIP: 
ADVENTURES IN 
PSYCHEDELICS
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2020
Where’s it showing? Netfl ix

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

MIND-EXPANDING TRAVELOGUE: Natasha Leggero stars as Carrie Fisher in a re-enactment 
of Fisher’s psychedelic trip that the actual Fisher recalls in Netfl ix’s new documentary, Have a 
Good Trip: Adventures in Psychedelics.

THE END OF THE F***ING WORLD
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2017-2019
Where’s it showing? Netflix

 In its first season, this inky black British comedy pulls off the 
neat trick of exploring real issues of attachment, abandonment, 
narcissism, adolescence, insecurity, and homicidal urges while 
disguised as a mere amusement. Based on a graphic novel of 
the same name by Charles Forsman, the story follows 17-year-
old James (Alex Lawther), who believes he’s a psychopath 
due to his interest in killing animals; oh, and that one time he 
submerged his hand in a pot of boiling oil to “feel something.” 
 He meets an angry classmate of the same age, Alyssa 
(Jessica Barden), who decides James is her way out of a 
turbulent and unhappy home life. They take off together, and 
through his narration we understand that she’s James’ chance 
to graduate from killing animals to humans. Along the way, 
however, her engaging spirit endears her to James, and she 
moves from being his victim to becoming his love interest.
 It’s absolutely an unusual show—funny, often poignant, 
and always smartly written with layers of psychological intrigue. 
Through the first season, characters legitimately grow and 
mature, as they learn—as adolescents usually do—in fits and 
starts what it means to be in a relationship. Their adventures are 
often violent and unexpected, and the lessons are hard learned. 
A second season was released in 2019, but I haven’t seen it yet. 
The first, however, is terrific! (Sixteen 25-min. episodes)

—Glen Starkey

HOMECOMING
What’s it rated? TV-MA
When? 2018-present
Where’s it showing? Amazon Prime
 Micah Bloomberg, Eli Horowitz, and Sam Esmail (Mr. Robot, 
who also directed the first season) created this mystery thriller 
about the secretive Geist Group, a company that purportedly 
helps soldiers transition to civilian life. The first season revolves 
around counselor Heidi Bergman (Julia Roberts), who’s also a 
Geist Group administrator working with Walter Cruz (Stephan 
James), who served four tours of duty. The unconventional 
treatment erases soldiers’ memories, and the story itself jumps 
between 2018 when Bergman is working with Cruz, and 2022, 
when Bergman is living with her mother and waitressing … 
with … wait for it … no memory of the soldiers she worked 
with at the Geist Group.
 With the mystery set up, the series skips back and forth 
though time as we learn more about the Geist Group’s 
unorthodox treatment regimen and Bergman’s new life as she’s 
being questioned by a Defense Department investigator looking 
into old complaints about Bergman’s former employer.
 It’s an engrossing drama and marks Roberts’ small-screen 
debut. Instead of her dazzling smile and rom-com personality, 

she’s a frazzled 
cog in a corporate 
machine with a 
hidden agenda. The 
direction by Esmail 
is pretty amazing 
for a TV show, 
with engrossing 
tracking shots and 
unusual camera 
angles, and the 
acting is uniformly 
excellent! This is a 
must-watch series, 
and a second 
season—minus 
Roberts—has just 
begun. (Ten 30 min. 
episodes)  ❍

—Glen 

Sun film reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer 
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

TV Reviews
PHOTO COURTESY OF CLERKENWELL FILMS

JUST KIDS: In The End of the F***king World, screening on Netfl ix, 
narcissistic teenagers James (Alex Lawther, right) and Alyssa 
(Jessica Barden) discover what it means to be in a relationship.

REMEMBER? Counselor Heidi Bergman 
(Julia Roberts, right) treats soldiers 
with PTSD like Walter Cruz (Stephan 
James) with an experimental memory-
erasing drug, in Homecoming, available 
on Amazon Prime.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON STUDIOS

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of 
fries & small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

 Exp. 6/4/20 Exp. 6/4/20

WE ARE 
OPEN

$5.98 + tax $5.06 + tax
Restaurant and Bakery

156 S. Broadway St, Suite C · Orcutt156 S. Broadway St, Suite C · Orcutt
(805) 937-1871

Curbside and To-Go Orders
La Perla Market & Deli

1138 W. Church Street, Santa Maria
7days a week Mon-Sat 3:30am-7pm · Sun 3:30am-4pm

La Perla 
Market & Deli

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

CALL AHEAD ORDERS 
805-922-9001

Pick Up Your To Go Orders & Family Packs!

Burritos • Enchiladas • Chile Verde
Tacos • Flautas • Quesadillas • Tortas 

& Much More 
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Ready or Not ... 
Summer is Here!
Soak in the marketing.
It’s time to get some sun, vitamin D, and enjoy the summertime! 

Let your business or event shine in our customized guide to this unique summer 
on the Central Coast.

Keep the community updated and get your messaging out to thousands of locals 
and visitors to the Central Coast. 

Don’t get burned! Use SPF 50 and book your space in the 2020 Summer Guide.

Contact your marketing rep today!

SUMMER 
GUIDE
BOOK YOUR AD BY 

5-28-20

6-4-20

PUBLICATION DATE

ADVERTISING@NEWTIMESSLO.COM • 805.546.8208 ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM • 805.347.1968
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BY CAMILLIA LANHAM

Little six-packs are waiting for you in Santa 
Ynez. No, it’s not beer—and it’s not wine.
Pony Espresso started bottling fresh cold brew 

during the pandemic for those caffeine-dependent 
customers who prefer their coffee 
chilled. Nero Cold Brew is 100 
percent radical, according to the 
bottle, and 100 percent delicious, 
according to Pony Espresso co-
owner Alberto Battaglini.  
 “That’s so good. It’s seriously so 
good. That thing is phenomenal,” 
Battaglini said. “We make a really 
soft, elegant cold brew to-go.” 
 And it’s only been on refrigerator 
shelves since the beginning of May. 
 Due to the stay-at-home order and pandemic 
restrictions, Battaglini said, they decided it would 
be a good idea to give locals something they 
could grab once a week to take home and stick 
in the fridge. So they created a label, found a nice 

package to put it in, and purchased a bottle capper. 
 Everything is clean and sanitized. Lavazza 
Italian dark roasted beans are cold-brewed and 
bottled immediately. People love it, Battaglini said. 
 The only issue? 
 “People like the cold brew, but they want it over 
ice,” he said with a laugh.
 Not just any ice, though—Pony Espresso’s 
coffee ice, which people used to drink with their 
cold brew. Don’t worry though, like many other 
Pony specials, the coffee house was happy to serve 
the ice and many of its other menu items to-go 
during the pandemic lockdown. 
 Now, Battaglini said his place is looking toward 
the future and what it will hold as the economy 
gradually starts to hum back to life. 

“It’s such a complicated business,” he said. 
“Coffee shops are easy; they are meant to be easy. 
This thing is making it complicated because you 
have to manage how many people are coming in, 

what exactly they’re buying.”
As of May 22, Santa Barbara 

County restaurants were allowed 
to start offering dine-in services to 
customers again. Before opening, 
though, businesses are required 
to perform a risk assessment and 
implement site-specifi c protection 
protocols. Each industry that’s 
allowed to open has a specifi c 
checklist of items to adhere to, and 

every business owner who wants to reopen has to 
complete an attestation form showing that they’re 
following all of the guidelines. Both need to be 
posted at the business, according to the county’s 
Reopening Your Business webpage. 
 The checklist includes cleaning and sanitation 

requirements, physical-distancing guidelines, and 
control measures. 
 “The protocol is 12 pages; it’s crazy,” Battaglini 
said. 
 Business will basically be 50 percent of what 
it was, staff will have to clean and disinfect 
everything more regularly, serving containers need 
to be disposable, and customers will need to keep 
their social distance. Things like menus and touch 
screens need to be wiped down after every use. 
 It will be more work, Battaglini said, but at least 
it’s something. 
 “After two months, we are fi nally starting to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel,” he said.
 Moving into another “new normal” is both good 
and bad, he said. It’s good because you don’t want 
anyone to catch anything funky, and bad because 
you’re going to be operating at half of your capacity. 
 “Fifty percent of the people think that going out 
will be a stupid idea, and we have 50 percent of the 
people who think going out is a great idea because 
we’re tired of being at home,” he said with a laugh. 
“You can’t make everybody happy.” 
 From the beginning of the stay-at-home orders 
issued in March, operating has been diffi cult. 
With the rules constantly changing, it’s been 
hard to navigate, Battaglini said, but luckily Pony 
Espresso has done a pretty good job and has the 
support of the community and its staff. 
 Once the shelter-at-home orders went into place, 
Battaglini asked his staff whether they wanted to 
work or preferred that the shop closed for a while. 
Staffers wanted to work, he said, because they had 
bills to pay. So he fi gured out a way to adhere to the 
measures that were in place for restaurants to offer 
food for customers to take home.
 Sales dropped by 70 percent in the fi rst few 
weeks. He applied for a Paycheck Protection 
Program loan and got approved, so that helped, 
Battaglini said. 
 “And slowly by slowly, we are doing a little bit 
more sales, and every sale counts,” he said. “We 
are already operating on a small margin.”
 Battaglini has been in Santa Ynez for seven or 
eight years, opening Pony Espresso about a year 
and a half ago. He was the general manager for S.Y. 
Kitchen before that. And the fi rst year was great, 
he said. 
 “The fi rst year, maybe you make it, maybe you 
don’t. So I was feeling a little bit relaxed,” he said. 
“[Business] kept climbing and then suddenly, 
ba-bom, the whole COVID shut everything down.” 
 He describes the coffee house as rustic yet 

modern with high-quality, fresh ingredients 
like olive oil. Pony Espresso serves up salads in 
addition to French pastries, paninis, avocado 
toast, and breakfast burritos. Of course, there’s 
also that good Italian coffee. 
 Cappuccino.
 Espresso.
 Shakerato: a couple of shots of espresso, simple 
syrup, and a hint of mint extract shaken over ice.
 Affogato: a couple of shots of espresso served 
with gelato or ice cream.
 And then there’s the biscotti. It’s Italian style—
so it’s soft, not crunchy—and baked by Santa 
Ynez’s own Ron Colone. 
 “He contacted me and he said, ‘Hey I have this 
product, what do you think?’ And I was like, ‘I 
love it!’” Battaglini said.
 The sense of community that Santa Ynez fosters 
is something Battaglini said he’s grateful for. 
Local customers have become friends, and it feels 
like everyone is living in this same strange space 
together, trying to get through this moment.
 “We are all friends,” he said. “We all want the 
same thing and work toward it together.” ❍

Editor Camillia Lanham is jonesin’ for an 
affogato. Send ice cream and espresso to claham@
santamariasun.com. 

DRINK UP: Pony 
Espresso started 
bottling fresh cold-
brewed Italian coffee 
during the pandemic.

Sip on Italy
Pony Espresso whipped up 
a freshly bottled cold brew 
during the pandemic, now 
it’s ready for you to pop in for 
a post-lockdown coffee break

Cup o’ Italia
 Find Pony Espresso in Santa 
Ynez at 3558 Sagunto St. 
Hours are 6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
They are open for dine-in or 
take-out, but social-distancing 
requirements and capacity 
restrictions are in place.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALBERTO BATTAGLINI

REAL DEAL: Pony Espresso co-owner Alberto Battaglini gets his French pastries from Renaud’s Patisserie & Bistro, which has 
locations in Santa Barbara and other Southern California cities.

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

COFFEE

TOAST OF THE TOWN: Avocado toast with a beautifully 
poached egg is defi nitely on the Pony Espresso menu. 
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Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANTS!
COMMERCIAL

924 E. Main St., Santa Maria
*1731 sq.ft. of office space
$2,795/mo + $2,795/dep

Detached garage included in lease. 
Plenty of parking space. 

Completely remodeled inside.

ORCUTT
193 Patterson Road 

1bd, 1ba, $1250 rent, $1250 sec. dep.  
Upstairs unit, no garage, washer & dryer 

hook ups inside.

SANTA MARIA 
817 N. Barbara

3 bed 1 bath
Rent$1975

Deposit $1975
1-Car Garage

Highway Trailer Park
1022 N. Broadway St.

Santa Maria, CA. 93454
*22 individual Spaces Available

Rent Range $975 - $1200
Call Office for More Information

*Security Deposit Needed*
RV Parking only & Fifth Wheel

Rent Includes: 
Utilities(water, sewer, community garbage 

bins, 425 kilowatts of electricity per month)

GUADALUPE
4593 11th Street

2 Bed 1 Bath
$1500 Rent

$1500 Deposit
4463 Jalama Drive 
3bd, 2.5ba, 2-car garage 

Brand new Pasadera Homes 
1,856 sq.ft. $2600/mo. rent 

$2600 sec. dep. Available NOW.

eat  
up.

For everything food 
& wine, read weekly

EATS
                        every week in

Kate Ferguson
NMLS # 328481 |  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7203 |  Cell  (805)  331-6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
NMLS # 633243 |  Senior  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7205 |  Cell  (805)  310-3157
mestrada@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/mestrada

YOUR HOME LOAN SOURCE
Patr ick Chandler
NMLS # 632885 |  Sales Manager
Office  (805)  361-7202 |  Cell  (805)  588-2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/pchandler

loanDepot.com, LLC  NMLS ID 174457.  Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act CRMLA 4131040. (042319 201416)

2605 S  Mi l l e r  S t  S te  106  Santa  Mar ia ,  CA  93455

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria
www.WhyUSAProperties.net

3965 Rigel,  
Lompoc

729 Laguna Avenue 
Santa Maria

4751 Titan,  
Santa Maria

Vandenburg Village Cutie!!! This 3 bedroom 2 bathroom home has much to offer. The Kitchen features granite counter tops and tile flooring 
. The kitchen opens to the dining area that flows to the living room with lots of natural light from the 2 solar tubs. Remodeled bathrooms 
and laminate flooring throughout. This home also features a two car garage and a sunroom that is separated into two spaces for endless 
possibilities. Drought tolerant landscaping in the front yard and the backyard is spacious with a nice brick area perfect for a patio table, and 
some fruit trees. $384,990 (RI396)

Located in Southeast Santa Maria, this charming home is ready and waiting for a new family! Built in 1953, this affordable property offers 
3BR/1BA, 1080 SF of living space w/many updates. Inside you will find newer tiled flooring, updated eat-in kitchen w/tile countertops, 
Bathroom was remodeled in 2016 with new vanity, new tiled floor & tile tub enclosure. Home has dual pane windows making it energy-
efficient. There is an indoor laundry room, large fenced rear yard w/patio & lemon Tree. Lot is 6098 SQ FT. Great for commuters with easy 
access to the freeway. Close to Allen Hancock College and just minutes from shopping & Medical Facilities. $330,000  (LA729)

This exceptional home is well maintained! Easily everything you need and more! The kitchen features oak cabinets, Corian counter tops, tile 
flooring, pantry, stainless steel appliances, and opens to the great room with built-ins.. 2 masters – 1 with built-in cabinets and 1 with private 
entry and fireplace. 2 sides of the property have block wall fence, covered patio, and RV parking. Near Dunlap school. This home is perfect 
for all of your toys, at home gym, workshop, whatever your heart desires with a 4 car detached garage and 2 car garage attached.. Possibly 
an ADU? You must check with the county! This is a must see!!!  $529,990 (TI475)

REDUCED

CLASSIES
Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate
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Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342.  Licensed by the Dept. of Business Oversight under the CA Residential 
Mortgage Lending Act. Branch Address: 2125 S. Broadway, Suite 101A, Santa Maria, CA  93454; Branch NMLS# 1563650.  This is not an o�er for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.  Loans are currently being closed and committed at 
the expressed rates, however these rates may change or may not be available at the time of your interest rate lock-in, commitment or closing.  All loans must satisfy company underwriting guidelines. Interest rates and Annual Percentage 
Rates (APRs) are: based on recent market rates, for informational purposes only, subject to change without notice and may be subject to pricing add-ons related to property type, loan amount, loan-to-value ratio, credit score and other factors.  

Terms and conditions apply.  Additional loan programs may be available.  This is not an o�er to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other applicable law. Call for details. 12/2019 (0120-4873) LR 2020-66

MARTHA A. MORALES
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #260435
Hablo Español† | P: (805) 478-5353
Martha.Morales1@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MarthaMorales

 

MICKEY HELLMAN
Mortgage Loan Originator, Branch Manager
NMLS #244724

Mickey.Hellman@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MickeyHellman

P: (805) 878-3541

*Additional restrictions may apply.  **Veterans with full eligibility can finance 100% of the purchase price of a 1-unit primary home for loan amounts between $144,001 to $2,000,000. Minimum FICO score requirements and other requirements may apply.

†Following submission of your loan application, please note that the remainder of the loan process, including processing, documentation and closing, will all be conducted in English. We encourage 
the use of a translator you’ve provided to assist you.

THE SANTA MARIA BRANCH
2125 S Broadway, Suite 101A • Santa Maria, CA 93454 • 805-900-0568

VERNA NICOLL
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #456761

verna.nicoll@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/VernaNicoll

P: (805) 478-7906

FLEXIBLE LOANS
TO MEET YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS

JENNIFER CRUZ
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #1613455
P: (805) 680-1352
jennifer.cruz@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/JenniferCruz

CALL US TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE OR ANY OF 
OUR HOME FINANCING SOLUTIONS!

YOUR LOCAL MORTGAGE LENDERS

HOMEBRIDGE OFFERS  home financing options that may help you buy or refinance through flexible 
programs that allow for all of your financial needs.

• CONVENTIONAL FINANCING requires only 3% down payment on primary residences.*

• FHA LOANS require a minimum down payment of 3.5%

• VA LOANS for military are available with no minimum down payment.** Can buy with no cash down!

Let our experienced team walk you through the process from application to closing, making your 
home buying journey a pleasant one!
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Centrally
grown

Locally
Owned

SLO County #1 Cannabis

Retailer is now offering

Delivery& Express Pickup at

nhcdispensaries.com

998 Huston Street in  Grover Beach

21+ Adult Use with ID    18+ with Medical Recommendation 
License #: C10-0000388-LIC

P (805) 201-1498

W nhcdispensaries.com

New extended hours

7am-9pm Daily!

15% off first purchase
m u s t p r e s e nt  th i s  ad

— Coming Soon —
slo + morro bay

WE HAVE 

CURBSIDE 

PICK UP!

LANDLORDS OR OWNERS...
Pulling your hair out with management 

problems?  We can make owning 
investment property hassle free. 

Call us today for a free consultation!

Visit our web site and search listings  
by Property Type, Town, Number  

of Bedrooms and/or Price!

Powerful • Intellectual • Effective

$2195 2602 Rubel Way – 3+2, Classics 2stry crnr hm in 
Bradley Square near the 101 frwy/shopping, L/R, F/P, D/R, 
F/R opens to kit w/granite ctrs, ldry rm hkups, mstr ste is 
up, 2 bdrms down, low maint yd, 2 car grg, grdnr, no pets

$1795 624 E. Hermosa St. – 3+2, Centrally located 1stry 
hm has a L/R, ldry rm hkups, updated hall bath, 2car grg, 
tenants maintain the lg yd & pay all utils, 1 sm/med dog 
will be considered w/addtl dep

$1595 516 W. Church St – 2+1, Just updated 1stry hm 
has a small bns rm, new tile flrs thru-out, lg shared yd w/
grdnr inc, wtr/trash pd, no w/d hkups, no pets 

$2800 3042 Courtney Drive – 3 + 2, Beautiful Mesa 
Oaks home situated on picturesque, oak studded half acre, 
elegant formal sunken living room and a formal dining 
room both finished with crown molding, well laid out 
country kitchen opens to cozy family room that has gas 
log fireplace with remote, large picture window, kitc has 
butcher block, upgraded applic, lg mstr bdrm w/walk-in clst 
and patio slider to bckyd, RV prking, 3car attch grg, lawn 
care incl, sm pet considered.

$2200 233 Huntington Place – 4 + 2.5, Southside 
spacious tri-level, Crestview Terrace hm is ideal for 
commuters exiting Hwy 1 & Hwy 245, features lg frml L/R 
w/vaulted ceilings, F/P bordered by antique wd mantle, kit 
is open to lg dining area w/French doors leading to back 
yard, all stainless steel applic, lot of cntr space & pantry, 
2car attch grg, yd care incl, pets neg.

$2100 1311 Crown Circle – 4 + 2.5, Beautiful newer 
2015 2stry hm in gated comm, home is backing up to park 
area, some rms facing south hills, 2car finished grg, ldry rm 
u/s, located 8 miles to nearest VAFB gate or to beach, pet 
friendly w/dep, yd care incl, no section 8.

$1850 505 Mars – 3 + 2, Single family South Vandenberg 
Village home with large family room, all newer paint 
and flooring throughout, includes 2 car garage, yardcare 
included, no pets.

$1450 207 Village Circle – 2 + 2, Comfortable 
townhouse on second floor but one level, 1car grg, living 
room has fireplace, vaulted ceilings and open to dining 
area and kitchen, living and dining rooms have slider to 
balcony, kitchen has garden window with all appliances 
with separate closet with washer and dryer, tile flooring 
throughout, carpets in bedrooms only, pool and spa 
included, gated community, no pets.

$1250 112 S. “M” Street #B – 2 + 1, South side 
apartments, spacious bedrooms, good size living room, 
dining area off kitchen with slider to fenced back patio, 1 
detch grg and lndry on site, apartments are freshly painted, 
with new carpets and new plumbing fixtures, refrigerator 
included, no pets please, water is paid.

Commercial Space Available
Visit us online for more listings – Updated Daily
www.plusmanagement.net

SANTA MARIA 
(805) 928-4320

Call 805-928-4320 for additional  
Santa Maria houses and condos. 

LOMPOC VALLEY  
(805) 735-2492

NEW PaTiENT SPECial: FREE ClEaNiNG
(805) 922-4352

308 N. McClelland · Santa Maria

CASH FOR  
ANTIQUE GUNS!
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items, stone Indian bowls. 
Private collector. 805-610-
0903

WANTED TO BUY

DENTISTRY

Follow us on social media!

@santamariasun

#SantaMariaSun

NATURAL PRODUCTS

Check us out online
SantaMariaSun.com
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

 STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.

*Diamond
Plus

Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 4 years in a row!

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchfl owers.net
4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Our Services 
• Landscape Design • Lawn Maintenance
•   Sod & Drought Tolerant Installations
• Irrigation Specialist • Clean up & Removals 

CALL TODAY 805-862-0165

Call for Reservations 1.888.584.6374
www.raggedpointinn.com

Relax, refresh, and get away 
from it all. We are open.

Come experience the solitude and serenity of spring 
time on the beautiful South Big Sur coast.

Words can’t express how much we appreciate your 
continued business, friendship and support. We 

respect all local, state, and federal guidelines and the 
health and safety of our guests and staff.

805-925-8711 • 734-4355
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com

805-925-8711 • 734-4355
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com

SPECIAL $49 Monthly Service
General Pest Service Only.  Gophers & Rodents Excluded.

One Year Term Minimum.  Homes up to 3,000 sq. ft.

Look for the ANT on the Door
Free Gopher & Rodent Estimates

Same Day Service M-F
wwwww.oconnorcentralcoast.com

Family Owned & Operated

Got Gophers? Call Us

SUSHI 805

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
460 W. Grand Ave. 

Grover Beach 
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C,  
Lompoc  

(805)736-8899

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT 
S U S H I  &  B B Q

K O R E A N  B B Q  
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

ALL LOCATIONS 
OPENCURBSIDEPICKUPORDERTODAY

We are open!
just bring your masks
and social distancing

Still offering
free local delivery and 
curbside pick-up too

call or e-mail for details
stay safe 
everyone!

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for 
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

Skilled NurSiNg Care
Country Oaks Care Center 

– A name you can trust

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon 
Henning, Owners & Administrators 

830 East Chapel Street

Santa Maria

805-922-6657

Award-Winning Care 
with Award-Winning 

Commitment

Voted Best 
Senior Living 
Community
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 C
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M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM
deaseesboutique.com

M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

 FREE DRINK w/ service 
(805) 878-1556

325 E. Betteravia, Ste B10
Santa Maria 

Tue-Thur 9am-7pm 
Fri 8am-8pm / St 8am-5pm

Closed Sun & Mon 

FREE Hot Towel Shave 
with $20 Haircut

 FREE DRINK w/ service


