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155 
Organizations

190
Venues

163 
Active Events

17k 
Customers

49k 
Tickets Sold

The numbers say it all.
Whether you want to put on a successful event or find the 

hot ticket, My805Tix is your local source for everything tickets. 
Reach out now to info@My805Tix.com for information.

E
ducation, job help, a safe place to go, a chance to dream 

about the future. These are the things Chuck Madson 

and Tim Harrington hope their project can provide to 

Lompoc’s 16- to 20-year-old crowd. The basic goal of the 

center they want to build—Future—is to empower the city’s 

youth to accomplish whatever it is they are striving for. Madson 

and Harrington are still working to raise the funding necessary 

and find a project location, but Future is alive and picking up 

steam. For this week’s cover story, Staff Writer Zac Ezzone talks 

to them and others about what this center could provide and 

why it’s important [12].

 Also this week, read about the state’s recent meeting in Santa Maria covering oil drilling projects 

and public health [7], an equine whisperer’s trip to document the wild herds of North Dakota 

[23], an intimate and fresh PCPA take on Julius Caesar [24], and strawberries’ potential health 

benefits are on trial [31]. 

Camillia Lanham

editor
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HOPEFUL FUTURE: Chuck Madson 
(left) and Tim Harrington (right) are 
developing a youth center in Lompoc to 
empower young people living in the city. 
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Can I crash 
on your couch 
for awhile?
Ask us about our 
Foster Program

Mimi has been through a lot 
after a car hit her in Nipomo, 
and we decided to rescue 
this sweet dog two years 
ago.  First she had two oral 
surgeries to fi x shattered 
teeth, then orthopedic 
surgery to fi x her broken 
leg and remove mammary 
tumors, which turned out to 
be cancer.  After two years of 
detailed and expensive tests 
every 3 months to watch for 
the return of the cancer, we 
are now extremely happy that 
she is most likely cancer free.  
Next up was hip surgery last 
October with a very long and 
hard rehabilitation in Santa Barbara twice a week, still ongoing. What’s 
next?  Unfortunately, two days ago we were given the news that Mimi has 
an exposed pulp molar that needs to be addressed by a canine dental 
specialist immediately. At this time we are asking for donations to once 
again help Mimi in her time of need.  Mimi has been through a lot, but 
remains a sweet dog with many many years left to play and run.  If you 
would like to make a tax-deductible donation to Mimi, please mail to P.O. 
Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457 or through Paypal on our website listed below.

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org

Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

hard rehabilitation in Santa Barbara twice a week, still ongoing. What’s 

Tala

Tesla Powerwall certi�ed installer. Rebate subject to change. CSLB#391670

SOLAR + BATTERY.
SAVINGS + SECURITY.

805.466.5595

PREPARE FOR
POWER OUTAGES

with

Up to 50% rebate & tax credit

A beautiful, full-service 
property located in the 
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• � e Century Room Restaurant 

o� ering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour

• Wine Cellar o� ering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway 
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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Mental health facility 
opening in Lompoc

In November this year, 80 mental-health beds 
are slated to open in Lompoc, which accomplishes 
a long sought-after goal for Santa Barbara County.
 Private mental-health provider Crestwood 
Behavioral Health, which operates throughout 
the state, is entering into a lease with the Lompoc 
Valley Medical Center to take over Champion 
Healing Center on South C Street in Lompoc, 
which served as an addiction treatment facility 
from 2014 to 2017. 
 During its March 10 meeting, the Board 
of Supervisors approved entering into a 
memorandum of understanding with Crestwood 
Behavioral Health, which stipulates the county 
will contribute up to $1 million for the tenant 
improvements that are required to prepare the 
existing facility for its new purpose. In exchange 
for this contribution, the county will have access to 
32 beds in the upcoming facility for mental health 
clients in need of long-term rehabilitative care.
 According to a staff report from the March 
10 Board of Supervisors meeting, this project 
will result in the county’s fi rst mental health 
rehabilitation center. The report states that 
because no center currently exists locally, the 
county has 57 of its clients in other centers 
throughout the state.
 “This has been a long journey, one that’s going to 
provide a resource that’s long overdue in this county 
and will really help the citizens of this county who, 
when at times of most need, they’re separated from 
their families and have to go for services outside 
of this county,” 5th District Supervisor Steve 
Lavagnino said during the meeting.
 In addition to creating the county’s fi rst mental 
health rehabilitation center, the new facility will 
also free up beds in the county’s psychiatric health 
facility (PHF), which has 16 beds usually reserved 
for patients needing higher levels of care. 
 “Anticipated public benefi ts include freeing 
up beds at the psychiatric health facility by 
moving individuals who are not in acute crisis to 
a lower level of care so that individuals who are 
experiencing an acute phase of crisis … are able to 
receive treatment at the PHF,” the staff report states.
 Construction on the project is slated to begin 
this spring and wrap up in the fall. The center 
plans to begin accepting patients in November, 
according to the staff report.

—Zac Ezzone

Guadalupe moves forward with 
2020 sewer project
 Guadalupe is poised to ask the state for funds to 
upgrade the city’s failing sewer system.
 The project—dubbed the 2020 Sewer 
Enhancement Project—aims to replace $3.2 million 
of failing sewer infrastructure in various areas of 
Guadalupe; offi cials recently announced plans to 
submit a funding release request to the state.
 The city is currently waiting to hear whether it’s 
going to receive a pending community development 
block grant to be used to partially fund the project, 
Shannon Sweeney, Public Works director and city 
engineer for Guadalupe, told the Sun. 
 Once grant funding is secured, the city can 
then submit a request for the release of the funds 
from the California Department of Housing 
and Community Development under Title I of 
the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, according to a city of Guadalupe notice 
released on Feb. 20.
 “You have to demonstrate readiness,” Sweeney 
explained of the process. “We are awaiting word if 
we have won the grant.”
 Once the grant has been secured, the project’s 
readiness can be shown and a request can be 
submitted to the state to release the funds, 

Sweeney said.
 “The project includes approximately 3,000 feet 
of sewer replacement,” Sweeney said. 
 At least half of Guadalupe citizens have been 
affected by the current failing sewer system, and 
a majority of the issues they’ve faced—namely 
overfl ows and other plumbing diffi culties—will 
be addressed by the 2020 Sewer Enhancement 
Project, Sweeney said.
 Sweeney also told the Sun that Guadalupe 
residents will not be displaced or majorly impacted 
by the project, “other than general construction.”
 According to the Feb. 20 notice, the city has 
determined that the project will not have a 
signifi cant impact on the human environment, 
and as a result an environmental impact 
statement—under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969—is not required. 
Environmental impact statements are not 
required in cases like this one, which won’t have a 
signifi cant impact, the notice states.
 Sweeney said the city’s environmental 
review included looking at the effect the 
project could potentially have on air quality, 
endangered species, farmland protection, historic 
conservation, noise, and other environmental 
factors.
 According to the notice, California 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development “will accept objections to its 
release of [funds] and the city of Guadalupe 
certifi cation for a period of 15 days following 
the anticipated submission date”—March 
10—“or its actual receipt of the request.” 

—Malea Martin

Planning Commission 
pursuing stricter cannabis 
odor control 

After spending numerous meetings 
over the last few months discussing 
possible changes to the county’s cannabis 
regulations, the Santa Barbara County 
Planning Commission made its fi rst move 
toward pursuing stricter odor control 
requirements. 
 Last July, the county Board of 
Supervisors directed staff to work with 
the county Planning Commission on 
various ordinance amendments to 
mitigate cannabis odor and other potential 
confl icts that have emerged where cannabis 
operations are located near urban areas and 
existing agriculture. 
 During a meeting on March 4, Dan 
Klemann, deputy director of the county’s 

Long Range Planning Division, presented 
the commission with a list of 15 changes that 
commissioners have recommended over the course 
of the last two meetings on the subject. Klemann 
said staff planned on the commission going through 
each item and deciding whether it should be 
included in a package of ordinance amendments 
that could then be passed on to the board for 
approval.
 The commission wasn’t satisfi ed with this route. 
For most commissioners, their priority was an 
ordinance change that requires cannabis growers 
to prevent odor from leaving their property. At the 
beginning of the discussion, Commissioner Dan 
Blough said he wanted to see this issue pursued 
separately and quickly, and then the commission 
could work through the remaining issues. 
 “I have no damn idea why I’m sitting here today 
doing any of this if we’re talking about going to 
go through this little bit of a project, and you’re 
going to spend the next year before you modify 
the ordinance, before we send it off to the [Board 
of Supervisors],” Blough said. 
 The rest of the commission supported 
Blough’s position. Rather than discuss 
every recommendation Klemann presented, 

• Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham announced 
a new bill he introduced, AB 3360, that would give those 
who lease solar panels a partial sales tax exemption in 
an effort to lower housing costs. Individuals who fully 
own solar installations already receive this partial tax 
credit, so the bill would seek to expand the tax credit 
to solar panel leasers as well. Due to the California 
solar mandate that went into effect on Jan. 1, newly 
constructed single- and multi-family homes up to three 
stories high are required to have a solar photovoltaic 
(PV) system as an electricity source. According to 
Cunningham’s March 4 Facebook post, the PV system 
requirement can add anywhere from $8,000 to $12,000 
to the price of a new home. AB 3360 aims to reduce 
the fi nancial burden of this mandate, Cunningham said. 

• Gov. Gavin Newsom concluded a statewide 
homelessness tour on Feb. 27 in which he “traveled 
the state to hear from service providers, homeless 
individuals, and local leaders on his administration’s 
homelessness response,” according to a press release. 
In San Jose, the last stop on the tour, Newsom met with 
residents that recently moved into tiny cabins. These 
units provide temporary housing between homelessness 
and permanent housing. In his Feb. 19 State of the State 
address, Newsom cited tiny homes as one innovative 
solution that his administration is encouraging to 
combat the homelessness crisis. After Santa Maria-
based organization Operation WEBS, or Women 
Empowered Build Strong, built out a tiny home for a 
homeless woman veteran last November, Santa Barbara 
County 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino
praised this approach as an “outside the box” solution 
to the Central Coast’s homelessness issues.

• With California’s state laws and goals 
regarding emissions and energy sources in mind, 
Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham recently 
announced a bill that would allow nuclear energy to 
be counted toward the state’s Renewable Portfolio 
Standard. AB 2898 proposes that emission-free nuclear 
energy count toward California’s statewide goal of 
producing 60 percent of its energy from emission free 
sources by 2030. In his announcement of the bill on 
Facebook, Cunningham wrote, “If the state is serious 
about [meeting] its goals without drastically increasing 
energy costs on people like you, nuclear must be a part 
of the answer.”

• Gov. Gavin Newsom announced a state of emergency 
on March 4 to help prepare for the broader spread of 
coronavirus. The proclamation—which according to 
a press release from the governor’s offi ce will “make 
additional resources available, formalize emergency 
actions already underway across multiple state 
agencies and departments, and help the state prepare 
for broader spread of COVID-19”—comes following 
the fi rst offi cial COVID-19 death in California. U.S. 
Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) wrote in a 
March 4 Facebook post that he was “Proud to pass a 
bipartisan, bicameral $8.3 billion emergency bill that 
addresses this outbreak.” The emergency spending bill, 
signed by President Donald Trump and Secretary of 
Heath and Human Services Alex Azar, will be used 
for research on vaccine development and treatment, 
as well as for state and local public health efforts. 
Because it is classifi ed as emergency spending, it is 
exempt from discretionary spending limits. On March 
5, Carbajal attended a congressional briefi ng on 
coronavirus, stating in a Facebook post that the briefi ng 
“discussed that those most at risk are seniors and the 
chronically ill. We are working to allocate resources to 
those communities to [mitigate] the spread.” ❍

Political Watch
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NEWS continued page 6

PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

MORE BEDS: Crestwood Behavioral Health is converting a former addiction treatment center in Lompoc to a facility with 80 
mental-health beds.
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Microclimate Weather Forecast
Dave Hovde

KSBY Chief Meteorologist

More showers are possible Sunday but prior to 
that just a cool-down from temps in or near the 

70s Thursday and Friday.

WeatherWeather



5

www.santamariasun.com • March 12 - March 19, 2020 • Sun • 5

ALL Offers are subject to change, cannot be combined and treatment must be rendered by 3/31/20. See office for complete details. Valid on non-covered services only. Johnson Family Dental 
complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. All rights reserved. All rights reserved. ©2020 
Steven G. Johnson  Dental Corporation, Steven G. Johnson, DDS.  All rights reserved. 

1. The OneSmile Dental Plan (OSDP) is not insurance. This is a licensed discount medical plan. OSDP provides discounts at certain 
healthcare providers for dental services. OSDP does not make payments directly to the providers of dental services. You (member) will be required to pay for all health care or dental services 
but will receive a discount from those health care providers who have contracted with The CDl Group, Inc. Members will have 45 days after the effective date of enrollment to cancel their plan 
and receive a refund of their enrollment fee if they have not utilized the plan. OSDP is administered by discount medical plan organization The CDI Group, Inc., located at 601 Daily Dr., Suite 215 

$1,195
Dental Implant Special
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Any Dental Treatment
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Get Started

JOIN OUR FAMILY AT JOHNSON FAMILY DENTAL TODAY!

Full-Service Dental Care in Santa Maria!
•  Get everything in one place, including Orthodontics!
•  Yes! Most all insurance is accepted
•  Extended hours and same-day emergency appointments
•  Smile now, pay later - 0% financing
•  Save 20 to 40% on all dental services with 
    the OneSmile Dental Plan1
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FREE 
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Go to newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/
openhousesubmission/page
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Time:  11am to 3pm; $10.00 per plate – Tri-tip, kale salad, beans, bread 
and beverage. 
 
FREE to WWII Veterans and Korean Veterans 
 
Proceeds to help support the MCVA Scholarship Program and veteran 
related activities. 
 
Both presale and walk-in tickets as well as drive thru tickets available; 
checks accepted. 
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commissioners directed staff to request that the 
Board of Supervisors allow this odor control 
measure to be fast-tracked and for the work to 
write the ordinance amendment to be funded. 
The commission voted to resume discussing the 
remaining recommendations during its March 25 
meeting.
 A few commissioners remarked that the 
Board of Supervisors turned down a similar 
odor control requirement when it first passed the 
county’s cannabis ordinance in early 2018, but 
Blough said that asking the board to consider this 
requirement again gives the board the chance to 
correct a mistake.
 “I realize the board turned down the odor 
sequestering issue before, well they were wrong,” 
Blough said. “And now we’re going to give them a 
chance to do it right this time.”

—Zac Ezzone

High School debunks 
coronavirus hoax, health 
officials urge preparedness
 Santa Maria Joint Union High School District 
(SMJUHSD) notified law enforcement on March 
4 that a hoax text message had been circulating 
on social media, erroneously stating that there 
were four cases of COVID-19, or coronavirus, in 
Santa Barbara County, including two at Santa 
Maria High School. 
 According to a March 4 media statement sent 
by SMJUHSD Public Information Officer Kenny 
Klein, there are no confirmed cases of coronavirus 
in Santa Barbara County nor at the high school. 
This statement was confirmed to the Sun by Santa 

Barbara County Public Health Department’s 
public information officer, Jackie Ruiz.
 Klein told the Sun in an email that he was not 
aware of who sent the text or whether it was a 
student. 
 “It was a text that someone put on social media, 
and that’s how we found out about it,” Klein wrote.
 Once the text was discovered by SMJUHSD 
officials, Klein said the district quickly issued 
an email to Santa Maria High School staff 
confirming that it was a hoax. Staff members 
passed the information on to students, and the 
district also sent a recorded message to all parents 
and guardians informing them of the situation.
 “Inaccurate information on social media is 
always a challenge, but we try to stay on top of it,” 
Klein told the Sun.
 Though there are currently no confirmed cases 
of coronavirus in Santa Barbara County, county 
officials continue to work with the California 
Department of Public Health to monitor nine 
individuals who have recently traveled to areas of 
concern, according to Ruiz. These “asymptomatic 
travelers” will remain under self-isolation until 
their cases are cleared, Ruiz said. 
 Santa Barbara County has also been working 
with health care partners to prepare for the 
possibility of coronavirus making its way to the 
Central Coast. 
 “For weeks, we have been on calls with our 
health care partners … to prepare for coronavirus 
that may come into our county,” Ruiz said. “We 
are working in a coordinated way to provide 
messaging to the public.”
 In the county Public Health Department’s 
most recent press release posted March 7 on 
its website, the department urges “agencies, 
businesses, organizations, and health care 

providers throughout the county” to develop or 
update a plan for social distancing within 24 to 
48 hours. Social distancing means reducing one’s 
contact with others—for example, working from 
home, the release states. 
 While the health department urges the swift 
creation of social distancing plans, officials have 
not recommended that these plans be enacted yet.
 “Once cases of COVID-19 are found in the 
community, it will be time to implement social 
distancing plans,” county Health Officer Dr. 
Henning Ansorg wrote in the March 7 press release. 
 “We’re in a preparation phase,” Ruiz 
emphasized. “There are no confirmed cases of 
community transmission.” 

—Malea Martin 

Santa Maria moves forward with 
plans for Los Flores Ranch landfill
 Santa Maria City Council adopted a resolution 
at its March 3 meeting authorizing the director 
of utilities to begin work with Tetra Tech, an 
engineering design services firm, on the new 
Integrated Waste Management Facility at Los 
Flores Ranch.
 The city purchased the 1,774-acre Los Flores 
Ranch property in 2006 with the primary 
intention of constructing its next landfill there, 
according to Shad Springer, Santa Maria’s 
director of utilities. 
 With the current Santa Maria Regional 
Landfill expected to reach capacity by 2024, 
the 2006 land purchase was prompted by the 
California requirement that jurisdictions provide 
15 years of landfill capacity as a part of their 
strategic planning efforts, according to the March 
3 council agenda report.

 “We purchased it for the future landfill 
knowing that our current landfill will fill and 
close,” Mark van de Kamp, Santa Maria’s public 
information manager, told the Sun. 
 Van de Kamp said past estimates projected that 
the current Santa Maria Regional Landfill would 
be full by now and that the Los Flores land would 
already be in use.
 “But we’ve been able to extend the life of the 
old landfill, which is really good for the Santa 
Maria community,” van de Kamp said.
 The Los Flores Ranch property is currently 
home to about 8 miles of hiking, equestrian, and 
mountain biking trails. The landfill is expected to 
take up about 600 acres, according to van de Kamp. 
 While some trails and recreation spaces 
will remain untouched, others will be directly 
impacted by the new landfill, Springer said.
 “There are currently some trails that go right 
through where the future landfill will be, so those 
will need to be relocated,” Springer told the Sun. 
“The idea is that over the long haul … there will 
still be opportunities for recreation.”
 Landfill odors could potentially impact the 
area’s trails, and the city plans to address it by 
using tarps and other covering methods to 
mitigate the odors. Springer said that the landfill 
will be regulated by CalRecycle and other agencies 
to reduce the impact of these issues as well.
 “We want to make sure this will be a win-win 
for the community,” van de Kamp emphasized.
 The first meeting between the Utilities 
Department and the project’s engineering and 
design firm occurred on March 9. From here, 
Springer estimates that design will take three 
to five years, and then about a year and a half of 
construction will follow. m

—Malea Martin
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SPRING SERVICE SPECIALS 

Family and safety are always on our mind.
Stop in today to get your 
Pre-Travel Inspection done and 
schedule now for your FREE 
Spring Season Travel Inspection.

• Tire Inspection
• Brake Inspection
• Lights Check
• Battery Check

• Spare Kit / Tire Check
• Fluids Check 
• Filters
• Wipers

www.hondaofsantamaria.com • 805-922-4600
2175 S. Bradley Road, Santa Maria
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BY MALEA MARTIN

People flanked by handmade signs spill out 
of a charter bus that just arrived from UC 
Santa Barbara. They join a growing rally 

outside the Veterans Memorial Center in Santa 
Maria, chanting, “Health, not oil,” and, “No new 
oil, keep it in the soil!” A microphone passed 
around gave different folks and organizations a 
chance to lead the rally cries. 
 “We deserve health,” declares a 6-foot-wide 
sign with an artistic depiction of megaphone-
clenching activists.  
 “Merecemos salud,” it also says in Spanish, 
alongside bold red lettering that reads “NO CAT 
CANYON” and “NO MORE DRILLING.”
 The March 4 rally took place before a public 
health community meeting, a hearing held by 
the California Geologic Energy Management 
Division (CalGEM), the state’s new version of 
the Department of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources. The Santa Maria meeting was one 
in a series being held by CalGEM throughout 
the state in an effort to gauge local opinions and 
perspectives on oil drilling. Organized by climate-
concerned groups, the pre-hearing rally included 
students, activists, and community leaders. 
 Leaders from Los Padres ForestWatch, a 
Central Coast-based wilderness advocacy 
organization, spoke about the impetus behind 
the rally in a phone call with the Sun as they 
drove up from Santa Barbara.
 “The rally is really a way for the community 
to come together to advocate and send a strong 
message to the governor that we want our 
communities protected,” said Graciela Cabello, 
director of youth and community engagement 
for the organization. “It’s about creating an 
awareness around the injustices that currently 
exist for communities that have oil in them.”
 Aera Energy’s oil development project in East 
Cat Canyon—which proposes re-establishing 
oil production in an existing oil field, including 

construction and restoration of approximately 
72 well pads and drilling of up to 296 wells—is 
a main issue of contention for groups like 
ForestWatch. 
 While the rally called on Gov. Gavin Newsom 
to halt this project, the public hearing itself drew 
an equally strong contingent of voices in support 
of local oil production. 
 Chad Walker, environmental manager at 
Vaquero Energy, was 
among the first to 
speak at the hearing, 
which garnered 
an audience that 
outnumbered the 
100 or so chairs set 
up for the event. 
He pointed to the 
impact that halting 
oil production 
would have on the 
local economy as 
well as the potential 
for dependence 
on foreign oil as 
reasons to move 
forward with the 
project.
 “Due to the pressures and burdens of 
overregulation, Vaquero Energy, a fourth-
generation, family-owned operation, is slowly 
transitioning out of California,” Walker 
told CalGEM representatives moderating 
the meeting. “We’ve now further increased 
California’s reliance on foreign oil, lost 
valuable tax revenues for this community, 
increased global greenhouse gas emissions, 
and contributed to lost jobs and the increased 
potential for homelessness.”
 Enthusiastic applause followed Walker’s 
statement. 
 But applause from oil opponents supported 
statements made by community members who 
spoke against proposed oil drilling. Carmen 
Boquin, an activist who had earlier led rally 
chants, used her two-minute speaking allowance 
to relay a message from her mother, a physician at 
Community Health Centers Central Coast.
 “My mom wasn’t able to come here today, but 
she asked me to read something,” Boquin said. 
“She says, ‘I can tell you without a doubt that for 
people living and working near and in proximity 
to oil drilling, it can cause respiratory illness, 
nausea, nose bleeds, and possible risk of cancer. 
I see it every day in my patients.’”
 Other than the immediate health concerns 
for communities living near oil drills, public 
comment at the meeting also touched on the 
future impact of oil drilling near aquifers. An 
aquifer exemption proposed in 2019 would 
expand the area in Cat Canyon where oil 

companies can operate injection wells.
 “We request aquifers not to be exempted from 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, because California 
needs its future water sources,” ForestWatch’s 
Cabello said at the hearing.
 With the next local public hearing scheduled 
for March 18 in Oxnard, the state plans to 
continue the hearings until April 10, according 
to the California Department of Conservation 
Public Health rulemaking webpage. 
 Regarding updates on the proposed Cat 
Canyon aquifer exemption, CalGEM Public 
Information Officer Don Drysdale wrote in 
an email to the Sun that “CalGEM and the 
state Water Board are finalizing answers to 
public comments for the proposed aquifer 
exemption.”

Once the public health hearings conclude, 
Drysdale said that comments will be “organized 
by issue and presented to a team of CalGEM 

subject matter 
experts.” 

According to 
Drysdale, each issue 
will be considered 
by the team to 
determine whether 
solutions are available 
and to evaluate the 
feasibility and cost of 
those solutions. The 
team will then make 
recommendations 
about what should be 
included in the draft 
regulations based 
on their analysis, 
Drysdale said.
 Integrating 

public comment into CalGEM’s regulation 
and rulemaking process is just one piece of 
a larger shift within the agency, including 
a name change that became effective at the 
beginning of 2020 as well as an updated 
mission statement. Assemblymember 
Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara), who 
authored the bill that called for these changes, 
told the Sun that increased civic involvement 
in the rulemaking process is all part of the 
agency’s new look and feel. 

“We renamed the department, but we also 
changed the mission statement to include 
consideration for health and environmental 
impact,” Limón said. “There has been a long 
history of the [Department of Conservation’s] 
division of oil and gas and their role. At times 
they weren’t as involved with the public.”
 But after witnessing the “very public 
reactions” of people affected by the May 
2019 Kern County oil spill, Limón saw an 
opportunity for the agency to not just listen 
to the public, but to potentially codify their 
perspectives. 
 “When I authored this bill … it was done 
from a place of wanting to make sure that those 
diverse perspectives were formally included in 
the thinking of the leaders of the department,” 
Limón said. “It is my hope that all of the 
feedback will be considered.” m

Reach Staff Writer Malea Martin at mmartin@
santamariasun.com.

Rallying 
for change
CalGEM public health 
hearing held in Santa Maria 
allows locals to opine on 
proposed expansion of  
Cat Canyon oil production

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

SIGN OF THE TIMES A recent state hearing 
in Santa Maria drew crowds of protesters, 
who brought signs of all shapes and sizes 
expressing views against the proposed oil 
drilling expansion in Cat Canyon.

PHOTO BY MALEA MARTIN

Stay informed
 To fulfill its recently revamped mission to protect public 
health, safety, and the environment, the California Geologic 
Energy Management Division (CalGEM) is updating public 
health and safety protections for communities near oil and 
gas production operations. Part of that undertaking involves 
holding public hearings across the state. 
 CalGEM’s next local Public Health Community Meeting will 
be in Oxnard on March 18 at the Pacifica High School cafeteria. 
The state plans to continue the hearings until April 10, according 
to the California Department of Conservation Public Health 
rulemaking webpage, conservation.ca.gov/publichealth.

‘The rally is really a way 
for the community to come 
together to advocate and 
send a strong message 
to the governor that we 
want our communities 
protected.’

—Graciela Cabello, Los Padres ForestWatch

Adoptable Pets of the Week

Adoption Center Hours
Wed - Sun, 11 am - 6 pm

AD PROVIDED BY

1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, 
vaccinated and microchipped.

(805) 878-0807

All animals are health checked, spayed/neutered, 

Don Juan
AGE: 1 Year 

1 month
BREED: 

Domestic Short 
Hair

SEX: Male
WEIGHT: 9 lbs

Donald
AGE:  10 years 
1 Month
BREED: 
Chihuahua
SEX:  Male
WEIGHT: 9.8 lbs

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

 What’s Your
 Take?

Enter your choice online  
at: SantaMariaSun.com

We know you’ve  
got an opinion. 

Everybody’s got one!

This week’s online poll 3/12–3/19

What’s most needed at a youth 
center in Lompoc?
m  Tutoring and help with school. 

m  Job-shadowing and mentorship 
opportunities.

m  A safe space for youth to hangout.

m  There’s no need for a youth center in 
Lompoc.
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BY ZAC EZZONE

Drivers traveling on Highway 166, or people 
looking to purchase some locally made 
products, can check out what vendors in the 

Cuyama Valley have to offer at a swap meet on 
March 15.
 This is a follow-up to the valley’s first swap 
meet last fall, which came about after the Blue Sky 
Center hosted a series of economic development 
meetings in the Cuyama Valley in both English 
and Spanish with the goal of bringing community 
members together to solicit ideas on how valley 
residents can tell their stories. The center is 
a nonprofit that works to 
strengthen rural communities 
in the valley by supporting 
entrepreneurs.
 The center’s executive 
director, Em Johnson, said 
that during these meetings, 
residents identified the valley’s 
natural and individual resources as its top two 
strengths. To capitalize on the latter, two local 
women came up with the idea of holding a swap 
meet to showcase the work of local artisans and 
other producers. 
 “We’re striving to empower local champions 
to step into that role of organizing and 
implementing projects they’re passionate about,” 
Johnson said.
 The first event was held last September at the 

center, which is located about a block off Highway 
166. Johnson said about 130 visitors attended the 
event and perused the work of 15 vendors who 
sold produce, jams, pastries, Western jewelry, 
homemade soaps, handmade woodworking 
projects, and other types of crafted items.   
 The center is helping vendors hold a second 
event on March 15 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in an 
empty lot right off Highway 166 across from The 
Junk Jar, which is an antique store. Johnson said 
as of March 5, 17 people were signed up to sell 
their products. 
 While this is a community driven event, the 
center provides technical assistance, such as with 
marketing or helping people acquire the permits 
necessary to sell their goods at the event. 
 “That’s the biggest barrier to overcome for 
Cuyama entrepreneurs, just knowing what 
permits are required and how to access them 
since the Cuyama Valley is unincorporated,” 
Johnson said.

 The center and the women 
behind the initial event hope 
these swap meets become 
reoccurring events, although 
they’re not sure how often 
they’ll take place. Johnson said 
aside from generating local 
revenue, these events are a 

way to celebrate the Cuyama Valley and increase 
community pride. 
 “We have small but mighty towns that are 
wonderful places to live in and visit, and we hope 
more events like this encourage people living in 
the region to visit,” Johnson said.

Highlights
 • Lemos Feed and Pet Supply kicked off an 

effort on March 2 to raise money to help the 
Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office purchase 
and train a new K-9 after one passed away in 
January. Donations the company collects will 
go toward the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s 
Benevolent Posse, which is a nonprofit that 
supports the department. The company is 
accepting donations at all of its locations.
 • The Santa Barbara County Association 
of Governments and the Santa Ynez Band of 

Chumash Indians are hosting a Traffic Circulation 
and Safety community meeting on March 26 at 6 
p.m. at Hotel Corque in Solvang. The meeting is 
part of a study that’s intended to identify potential 
traffic safety improvements in the Santa Ynez 
Valley. To RSVP or learn more about the meeting 
contact kpadilla@katherinepadilla.com. m

Staff Writer Zac Ezzone wrote this week’s Spotlight. 
Send tips to spotlight@santamariasun.com.

N E W S

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLUE SKY CENTER

SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS: Vendors in the Cuyama Valley will gather on March 15 to sell handmade items. 

SPOTLIGHT

Locally made
Cuyama Valley vendors will sell 
goods at the second swap event

Attending the swap
 More than 17 vendors will sell goods at 
the second Cuyama Swap on March 15. The 
event takes place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
4845 Primero St., New Cuyama.

Our team at Pediatric Medical Group is dedicated to the health 
and well-being of your child. Whether you have an infant, 
preschooler or teenager, we work closely with parents to make 

sure that our care meets their children’s personal needs.

Open Most Saturdays
Now Accepting New Patients
from Newborn to Late Adolescence

WE TAKE PRIDE IN CARING
for both the physical and 

emotional needs of your child.
Dr. George Robertson, M.D. Dr. David Ikola, M.D. Dr. Shane Rostermundt, D.O. Dr. Joseph Nunez, M.D.

Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P. Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O. Geronna Leonards, N.P.

8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8
www.pmgsm.com1430 E. Main St.

Santa Maria, Ca
Monday – Friday 
Open Most Saturdays
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Now offering the latest in 3D mammography

Schedule your appointment today by calling 805-686-3967 or make  

an online appointment by visiting cottagehealth.org/mammo

The Breast Imaging Center at Santa Ynez Valley Cottage Hospital  

is proud to now offer the Genius™ 3D Mammography™ exam that  

provides better, earlier breast cancer detection for our patients.

Test Your 
Inner Strength

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888
Email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

Mon–Thurs 4am–11pm
Friday 4am–10pm

Saturday 7am–8pm
Sunday 7am–6pm

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, fl exible 
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study

Solvang Center: Grades 6-12 
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5
Orcutt Learning Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5 

Bringing the best together for student success!  |  www.fpcharter.org  |  (805) 348-3333

 
 

Limit one Save to Win Share Certificate per consumer member. The account is not available to businesses, including 
sole proprietors, trusts and organizations. Consumer member must be 18 years or older and a resident of California 
to participate in the Save to Win Savings Promotion. No purchase necessary. 12-month Share Certificate account will 
automatically renew upon maturity. Early withdrawal incurs a penalty fee, with a limit of one withdrawal per 12-month 
term. Must maintain an average daily balance of $25 for the account to remain open. Winners agree to permit SES-
LOC FCU to use their likeness in promotional or their materials. Membership in good standing required for all Credit 
Union benefits. See the Member Account Agreement and Disclosure and Fee Schedule for additional terms, con-
ditions and fees that apply to your account. Refer to SESLOC Federal Credit Union Save to Win Savings Promotion 
Official Account and Prize Entry Rules for additional terms, conditions, eligibility and restrictions that may apply. 
Federally insured by NCUA, a U.S. government agency. 

805.543.1816    SESLOC.ORG
VISIT US IN SANTA MARIA AT 

 2506 SOUTH BROADWAY

For every $25 deposited into a 12-month Save to Win 
share certificate, you’ll be entered into a monthly 
and quarterly prize drawing for a chance to win 

up to $5,000 (up to 10 entries per month).

Start saving now for annual expenditures, 
your next vacation or an unexpected emergency.  

Help relieve stress as you earn generous dividends on
your savings. Plus, you could also win a cash prize!

NEW MEMBER? JOIN ONLINE!
Or open your account at your nearest branch. 

Learn more at sesloc.org/save-to-win.

$25 minimum opening deposit. See rates at sesloc.org/rates.

A NEW WAY TO SAVE
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BY RON FINK

Surf Beach, what a beautiful place! This is 
probably one of the few beaches in California 
where a person can stand and look in either 

direction, as far as you can see, and fi nd only a 
handful of people.
 There was once a small summer village and a 
racetrack at Ocean Park. Railroad employees lived 
near the Surf Station, and many locals learned how 
to water ski in the estuary of the Santa Ynez River.
 All of those improvements are long gone 
because the military acquired the beach and 
150 square miles of ranchland in the 1940s for a 
military training base (Camp Cooke and Arguello 
Naval Air Station) and Bradley Dam blocked the 
fl ow of the river, reducing the depth of the estuary 
and ending the water-skiing adventures.
 Cool wind blows stoutly, and clouds hang on 
the horizon as seabirds circle looking for goodies 
stirred up from the tidal sands. Mist rises from 
the crest of the waves, and shorebirds run about 
hoping for some tasty treats.
 The ocean seems to change every few minutes. 
What was a wild and restless surf suddenly 
transforms to a peaceful ocean with only a few low 
waves to remind you that the water is forever active. 
 People had been traveling to Surf and nearby 
Ocean Park for more than 100 years to play and 
fi sh on the beach. Hundreds of people visited each 
week to breathe in the salty sea air, scamper on 
the sand, fi sh, and watch the dolphins play in the 
breaking waves.
 Asian fi shermen from all over Southern 
California used to visit and cast their lines for 
barred perch. This is the favored fi sh in this part 
of the world. When Los Angeles and Orange 
County fi shermen were asked why they travel 
so far to fi sh in the ocean, they always reply: 
“Because the water is clean here.” Fishermen could 
once be spotted as the fi shing hole shifted south 

for the summer. Each year it moved up and down 
the area in front of the Amtrak station. 
 Surfers were always looking for the right curl. 
Sometimes they would stand at the gate and stare 
for several minutes at the waves and then leave. 
Other times they stared and then put their wet 
suits on, grabbed their boards, and headed for the 
water. There, they joined the dolphins jumping in 
and out of the surf.
 Little children were the best beachgoers! They 
were so excited when they got to the beach with 
their buckets and shovels. They seemed intent on 
a search for seashells and other treasures of the 
beach. From the top of the ramp, they looked like 
little birds with their parents keeping an eye on 
them as they screeched with delight.
 The kids didn’t notice the steep climb 
back from the beach, but their parents and 
grandparents did! The sand is illusive—it looks 
so easy going down to the surf line. But the climb 
back up the hill was in loose sand and rises about 
100 feet in about 100 yards.
 That was before the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service mandated restrictions during the Western 
snowy plover mating season between March to 
September each year, and Vandenberg Air Force  
Base—responding to a Clinton-era executive 
order to comply with all environmental edicts—
closed large portions of the beach.
 Shore fi shing was banned a couple of years later 
after environmentalists demanded that the fi shery 
be closed because it was being overfi shed. How 
a single fi sherman, or a dozen fi shermen, could 
be responsible for overfi shing the Pacifi c Ocean 
seems questionable.
 But, after more than 25 years of beach closures, 
an agreement was recently reached with Fish 
and Wildlife Service and Vandenberg offi cials to 
relax some of those restrictions. Other efforts are 
ongoing to try and allow canoes and other paddle 
boats to use the estuary, which is home to more 
than 100 species of birds.
 Mayor Jenelle Osborne led the effort to relax 
restrictions on behalf of the city of Lompoc. “I 
am excited and very hopeful for the future of Surf 
Beach,” she said. “Vandenberg Air Force Base and 
the California Coastal Commission are listening to 
the community, recognizing Surf Beach’s history and 

importance to Lompoc, and improving the beach 
and local access to it, all while protecting the Western 
snowy plover. The base’s proposal to eliminate the 
50-violation beach closure next summer, and the 
Fish and Wildlife Service accepting the request, is a 
major milestone for our community.”
 This effort was almost derailed when 
Councilmember Jim Mosby circulated a 
petition that contained several factual errors 
concerning who was responsible for the closures. 
Understandably, this irritated base offi cials who 
were sympathetic to allowing beach access and 
thought they were bargaining in good faith with 
city offi cials.
 After the dust settled, some changes were 
made. While the beach won’t be closed after 
50 violations, the base will continue to track 
violations of the rules. It’s those rules that are 
essentially unchanged. Sections of the beach will 
be closed: Campfi res, digging, fi shing, horses, kite 
fl ying, and dogs are still prohibited.
 So, go enjoy the section of beach that’s open to the 
public, but respect the restrictions that are in place. ❍

Ron Fink writes from Lompoc. Send comments through 
the editor at clanham@santamariasun.com or email a 
letter for publication to letters@santamariasun.com.

Solar’s not so green
 California calls itself “green.” Closing Diablo 
Canyon speaks loudly that this is a very false notion. 
 Diablo Canyon, a plant supplying electricity to 
nearly 10 percent of the huge state of California, 
is our largest single carbon-free generator. It is 
a reliable “base load” energy supplier, meaning 
it runs all the time, while renewables make 
electricity a small part of the time. Natural gas has 
to be ready to back them up when the wind dies 
and the sun goes down or it’s cloudy. 
 Billions of tons of carbon are spewed into the 
atmosphere to keep wind and solar going. Yet 
renewables are sold as “clean and environmental.” 
Plainly more false information. 
 Solar in our state cost many billions to build, 
yet panels can wear out in only 20 years. Same for 
wind generators. So prepare to spend multiple 
billions of tax dollars for the next round of 
rebuilding renewables coming up.
 What about the waste from renewables? 
Basically there is no plan on exactly what to do 
with giant towers and thousands of wind turbine 
blades several blocks long. Solar panels contain 
many poisonous chemicals. What’s the plan, Gov. 
Newsom?  
 Nuclear plants like Diablo Canyon may last for 
up to 100 years with replacement of a few vital parts 
costing under $1 billion. The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission was prepared to extend Diablo’s life 
for 40 more years until natural gas became Gov. 
Newsom’s and the Legislature’s preference. Diablo is 
planned for closure in 2024-25. 
 Like “smoking is safe,” which was falsely told 
to the public, the fossil fuel industry is desperately 
trying to extinguish clean nuclear power with 
campaign money and TV programs. They know 
nuclear could replace their dirty, dangerous, planet-
threatening way of making electricity. Big Oil is 
almighty and can “cause” series like Chernobyl to 
be made to put fear into us. Even NPR never airs a 
positive story about carbon-free nuclear power. 
 The truth is by actual numbers including all 
accidents, nuclear is far, far safer than any means of 
generating electricity. This is about global warming 
and your children’s and grandchildren’s future. If 
you care about them and their future, get involved. 
Contact your state, county, and city elected reps. 
Sad, but they are your children’s only defense. 

William Gloege
Santa Maria

C A N A R Y 1 4  

COMMENTARY

What should Lompoc do about its 
riverbed situation?
52% It needs to focus on helping the city’s  
  homeless population, and then worry  
  about cleaning up the riverbed.
30% It needs dedicated police officers  
  patrolling the riverbed every day.
12% Nothing. It should be the county’s  
  responsibility.
6%  Funding another cleanup would be a  
  waste of time and resources.

17 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll It’s about time
Surf Beach is open—well, 
almost

LETTERS
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Lifetime Achievement
Raymond Segura and Margarita Olimpio

 

Community Advocate
Santa Barbara County Promotores Network

Health Care
Planned Parenthood Promotoxs

Public Safety & Government
Fidel Villanueva

Latino Legacy Award
In loving memory of Mary Jane Becerra Corral  

& Adolfo Corral

Event Details :
Hotel Corque 

Sunday March 29, 2020 at 11am 
Call 805.642.6208 to purchase tickets

Athletics                 
Cam Camarena

Education
Maria Larios-Horton

 

Parent Leader
Soila Cabrera

Business
Miguel Avila

Non-Profit 
Alma Hernandez

Youth Leader 
Jenny Angel

Guadalupe Cultural Arts & Education Center

Learn About the History of Guadalupe

Providing educational cultural awareness of diverse 
community groups, ethnic arts, presentations & classes. 

We invite schools, clubs and social groups to tour our facility.
Artist and presenters are welcome to schedule exhibits.

Open to
the public  

Tues–Sat
10am–4pm

Guadalupe Cultural Arts & Education Center
Providing educational cultural awareness of diverse 

community groups, ethnic arts, presentations & classes. 

We invite schools, clubs and social groups to tour our facility.
Artist and presenters are welcome to schedule exhibits.

For more information: Karen Evangelista at 805-478-8502

1055 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe CA
www.GuadalupeCulturalCenter.com
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After years of working for various nonprofits 
and community organizations in Lompoc, 
Chuck Madson and Tim Harrington are 

tackling their most ambitious project yet.
 Madson—who has developed substance abuse 
treatment programs in Santa Barbara County for 
years—and Harrington—who has spent the latter 
years of his career mentoring college students 
and serving on the boards of various community 
groups—began working on their plans for a 
youth center in Lompoc about two years ago.
 They envision a location that fills gaps for 
young people between the ages of 16 to 20 years 
old who can’t find the assistance they need 
elsewhere. This includes education and job help, 
as well as a safe place where a student can hang 
out after school and grab a bite to eat if he or she 
doesn’t want to go home.
 They’re calling the center Future, and the basic 
goal of the project is to empower Lompoc’s youth to 
accomplish whatever it is they’re striving to achieve. 
This isn’t a panacea to all of the city’s problems—of 
which there are many—but it’s a way of moving the 
needle in the right direction with each youth who 
walks into the center, Madson said.
 “Homeless issues aren’t getting any better, 
substance abuse is getting worse … . So what are 
we truly doing to help before they end up there?” 
Madson said. “It’s helping that 
population, those 16- to 20-year-
olds so that they don’t have to 
end up hanging around the 
streets of our community, getting 
involved with drugs, not being 
able to get a job … I don’t want 
any youth to not have an option 
for something they want to do.”
 Before describing what Future 
is, Madson and Harrington 
explain what it’s not. This isn’t a 
project aimed specifically at preventing kids from 
joining gangs and committing acts of violence. 
Obviously, they hope that through this center 
they’re able to reach kids prior to making poor 
decisions, but the uptick of violence in the city 

wasn’t the impetus for this project.
 “We hope to empower the youth to not engage 
in that lifestyle, but that wasn’t our main focus,” 
Madson said. “There’s so much more to it.” 

Big needs
 Cabrillo High School student Riley Wallace 
said she plans on leaving the Lompoc area after 
finishing her senior year to go to college in a 
different state. She feels there aren’t a lot of job 
opportunities for her locally, and she said many 
students she knows feel the same way.
 “The common phrase is, ‘Leave and never 
come back,’” Wallace said. “That’s how the youth 
feel about Lompoc.”
 Wallace is hoping that Future could change 
this mentality. She attended a youth focus group 
Madson and Harrington held more than six 
months ago. Afterward, Wallace and two other 
teenagers joined Future’s advisory council, which 
consists of adults from various professions.
 “What I wish for the youth under me is for 
them to stay in Lompoc and be successful, which 
is not an option right now,” Wallace said.
 She said she thinks the plans being developed 
for Future could appeal to younger people living 
in Lompoc because of the variety of programs 

they’re hoping to house within 
the center.

Wallace points to classes 
that could teach youth about 
financial decisions, such as 
learning how to save or budget 
expenses, as the most useful to 
her. Other students might be 
looking for help with homework 
or to be connected with food or 
mental health services, she said.

But the center shouldn’t be 
all about work, she said. It has to be a place where 
younger people can have fun, such as through 
music or art classes, or simply a place to hang out 
with other people their age. She said Lompoc is 
really missing that kind of space, and it adds to 

the apathy many youth feel about their town.
 In addition to being a place where young 
people can engage in resources for education or 
entertainment, Wallace said that Future needs 
to be a safe space where all of the city’s youth feel 
welcome. She said that the top concern for most 
people her age is the gang activity and violence 
that’s taking place in the city. In 2019, there were 
seven homicides in Lompoc, and the shootings 
have continued into this year.
 “Besides the fun part and the school part, in all 
seriousness, this can be a place for kids to have a 
home away from home,” Wallace said. 

Getting started
 Madson and Harrington began kicking around 
the idea for the youth center about two years 
ago, prior to the increase in violent crimes the 
city continues to experience. The conversation 
started when Harrington visited Madson while 
he was working at Coast Valley Substance Abuse 
Treatment Center in Lompoc to discuss restarting 
something similar to a youth employment 
program that had operated in the city more than 
five years ago.
 This youth corps program was run through 
what is now called the Workforce Development 
Board of Santa Barbara County, and employed at-
risk youth in the city to work on public projects. 
Harrington, who served on the board, said youth 
in the city really embraced the program, but it 
ended when its federal grant funding expired.

 Madson and Harrington unsuccessfully 
applied for a $250,000 grant through the 
California Violence Intervention and Prevention 
Grant Program with the aim of bringing the 
youth corps concept back to the city.
 “Once that didn’t materialize, then the 
perspective changed,” Madson said. “Because that 
was just addressing one population, the criminal 
justice involved. And I think both of us really 
wanted … to provide something to any of the 
youth in the community.”
 Madson and Harrington reworked their 
concept and began thinking about a youth center 
where people from 16 to 20 years old could be 
connected to mentoring, entrepreneurship, job 
skills, and educational support. Harrington said 
they aren’t developing new programs, but rather 
creating a centralized, safe location where youth 
can be connected to various services that already 
exist in the area.
 They approached the Santa Barbara 
Foundation to discuss this idea early last 
summer. The foundation’s North County 
director, Kathy Simas, said they awarded Madson 
and Harrington two $5,000 planning grants 
to further explore their idea because it aligns 
with the organization’s priority of promoting 
workforce development.
 “The foundation viewed this as an opportunity 
to support building jobs skills in the youth 
in the Lompoc community to improve their 
opportunities for eventual employment,” Simas 
said in an email.
 After receiving the money, Madson and 
Harrington formed an advisory council and 
began holding focus group meetings to define 
their concept. Madson said he envisions the center 
as a place where a youth could receive a menu of 
programs and then sit down with a mentor who 
could walk them through the center’s offerings. 
 Some programs would be available all the time, 
such as an entrepreneurship class where students 

Want to learn more?
 Chuck Madson and Tim Harrington 
are holding a one-hour community 
meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Lompoc on March 16 where residents 
can learn more about Future. For more 
information about the center, check 
out facebook.com/futurelompoc.

FIRST STEPS: The leaders behind Future have held meetings over the last nine months after securing funding from a local foundation.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FUTURE

Moving the needle
Youth center leaders hope to change Lompoc one life at a time
BY ZAC EZZONE

YOUTH VOICES: Chuck Madson and 
Tim Harrington held Future’s first 
youth focus group in Lompoc City 
Council chambers last September.

FOCUS ON THE FUTURE: By changing one life at a time, the 
youth center hopes to change the future of Lompoc.

IMAGE COURTESY OF FUTURE
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can create silkscreen projects or craft jewelry that 
they can then sell, Madson said. But the center 
will also have a calendar that lists when specific 
events are taking place.
 Although official agreements still have to 
be worked out and signed, Harrington said he 
and Madson have been in contact with various 
organizations—such as Allan Hancock College, 
the Foodbank of Santa Barbara County, and 
Family Service Agency—that are eager to provide 
programs and services through the center. 
 But youth not interested in specific programs 
are welcome to stop by as well.
 “It can range from a youth wanting to sit in a 
chair and listen to music and get a meal, or the 
youth who says, ‘I have no idea how to look for a 
job,’ and we’ll [help],” Harrington said.
 As their planning meetings continue, 
Harrington and Madson are working on some 
of the project’s logistics—finding a building, 
preparing a business plan, and becoming an 
official nonprofit.
 They’re working through these details and 
hope to have everything in place to open a 
physical location at the beginning of the 2020 
school year. But despite not having a building to 
house the center, Harrington said he and Madson 
are ready to help any young person who needs 
assistance.
 “Future is open; we don’t need four walls,” 
Harrington said. “Any youth can reach out to us.”

Restoring hope
 Creating a safe space where the city’s youth 
can hang out after school fills a present gap in the 
community, said Lompoc Mayor Jenelle Osborne, 
who is on the center’s advisory council. She said 
that 13,000 parents commute out of the city for 
work, which results in many kids returning to 
empty homes after school without support for 

homework or somebody to talk to.
 “We don’t really have a singular place for our 
community’s latchkey, single-parent household, 
or disconnected families,” Osborne said.
 Another member of the advisory council, 
Devika Stalling, who is also the director of the 
United Boys and Girls Club in Lompoc, said she 
believes this project is coming along at the perfect 
time. Stalling was born in Lompoc and notes how 
the level of violence in the city is much different 
than when she was young.
 “I think back to the times of when I grew 
up here, how we walked around everywhere in 
town and now me being a mother of a teenage 
daughter, I don’t let my daughter walk anywhere,” 
Stalling said.
 While speaking with younger people in the 
community, Stalling said she hears a lot about 
a sense of hopelessness, but she also hears from 
students who want to stay in Lompoc and help 
improve the city.
 She’s hoping that Future can help restore this 
sense of hope by understanding what the needs 
of the city’s youth are and how to fill those gaps. 
But she said the center is also an opportunity to 
educate students on some job opportunities that 
already exist, such as at Vandenberg Air Force 

Base or within the agriculture industry.
 Educating and connecting youth with job 
prospects is one of the primary missions of the 
center, and it plays out in various ways, Stalling 
said. This includes teaching students how to apply 
for jobs and craft résumés, as well as setting up 
job-shadowing opportunities.
 The city of Lompoc is partnering with the 
center to do the latter, Osborne said. As a full-
service city that oversees all of its own utilities, 
Lompoc employs various types of workers such as 
people who work on power lines or run the city’s 
wastewater treatment plant.
 Osborne said that although it may seem that 

Madson and Harrington are trying to create a 
center that can be everything for everybody, the 
basic goal for Future is to create a safe space where 
students can be connected to resources.
 “Chuck and Tim have come up with a concept 
that provides hopes and open doors to any 
student who wants to take advantage of that,” 
Osborne said. “And that hasn’t happened here in a 
long time.”

Years of giving back
 Although Madson and Harrington began 
working on Future about two years ago, they’ve 
both been preparing for this project for much 
longer.
 Madson said he decided to dedicate his career 
to helping other people while in Calipatria State 
Prison almost two decades ago. Madson—who 
is originally from the Los Angeles area—was 
addicted to methamphetamine for years while 
maintaining a steady job and being a husband 
and father.
 But after his mother—who was living in 
Lompoc at the time—passed away from a brain 
tumor, Madson left his job and his family to 

move to Barstow to cook meth for a motorcycle 
club. After purchasing ephedrine pills—which 
can be used to make meth—from an undercover 
Department of Justice agent, he was arrested and 
sentenced to four years in prison.
 In prison, he shared a cell with a man who was 
serving a life sentence but nonetheless dedicated 
his time to helping other inmates. The man worked 
with a church in San Diego to organize car washes 
to raise money to put in other inmates’ commissary 
accounts, which allowed them to buy hygiene 
supplies or materials to write letters, Madson said.
 “He accepted that he was going to serve a life 
sentence, but he wanted to make the most of it 
while he had the chance,” Madson said. “And 
so I took that, and I thought I had received a life 
sentence under the influence of drugs, but now 
I’ve been given another chance, and I need to do 
something with it.”
 About 13 years ago, authorities released 
Madson from prison after serving half of his 
sentence. He spent four months on parole in the 
San Fernando Valley before a judge granted his 
request to be transferred to Lompoc.
 For Madson, this was a chance to start over 
and become someone new. He moved in with 
his grandparents and enrolled at Allan Hancock 
College to work toward earning an addiction 
studies certificate.
 After becoming certified, he began working 
at Coast Valley Substance Abuse Treatment 
Center, where he eventually became the director 
of programming. While in this position he 
created numerous addiction treatment programs 
in North County, and expanded the number of 
clients the center serves from 150 to 700.
 Madson eventually left this position to work 
for Family Service Agency in Santa Maria, where 
he helped develop a substance abuse program 
focused on 12- to 24-year-olds. He’s currently 
employed as the program services manager at the 
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in Santa 
Barbara. But when Future opens, running the 
center will become his full-time gig.
 Over the last decade, Madson has received 
awards and recognition from the community, 
which is something he previously didn’t think 
was possible.
 “It’s a miracle that somebody like me who 
had no hope, now I make a difference in people’s 
lives,” Madson said. “I’m a member of the 
community in a positive way, not like what they 
labeled me years ago.”
 For Harrington, his path to this project started 
with his parents. He said his mother grew up 
extremely poor, and his father’s family lost 
everything during the Great Depression, but yet, 
they always stressed the importance of helping 
other people.
 Despite the humble beginnings, Harrington 
earned his degree in the Bay Area as a first-
generation college student and moved to Lompoc 
40 years ago. He then spent 20 years working in 
the aerospace industry before becoming a father 

at the age of 42 and leaving his career to work 
part-time gigs and consultant jobs, so he could 
spend more time with his family.
 Aside from his parents, he points to becoming 
a father as the inspiration behind helping 
Lompoc’s youth. After his daughter graduated 
from high school in Lompoc, she went on to 
Stanford University where she’s since completed 
her undergraduate degree and is now working on 
her graduate degree.
 “I would think about what we were able to do 
for her and go, ‘You know what, I can’t pay for 
that kid to go to Stanford, but can I maybe try 
to get them in that direction if that’s where they 
want to go?” Harrington said.
 To further this goal, he joined the Allan Hancock 
College Foundation board of directors and began 
mentoring students enrolled in the college. He’s also 
a board member on the Lompoc Unified School 
District Community Education Foundation, 
Foodbank of Santa Barbara County, and the 
Lompoc Family YMCA Finance Committee.
 “Being in my community as long as I have 
been, it just pulled me in that direction,” 
Harrington said. “There’s this common theme of 
youth, education, justice, equal chance.”
 Madson and Harrington acknowledge that 
this center isn’t going to provide any quick fixes 
for Lompoc’s problems. Instead, they’re hoping 
to help improve lives one at a time. But Madson 
said that he believes empowering and providing 
opportunities to the city’s youth will benefit the 
community as a whole.
 “I’m hoping that just by changing one youth 
at a time, we’re changing the community of 
Lompoc,” Madson said. m

Reach Staff Writer Zac Ezzone at zezzone@
santamariasun.com.

RESTORING HOPE: For the youth who don’t view Lompoc as a place with opportunities, the Future center aims to restore their hope.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FUTURE

FILLING GAPS: Chuck Madson 
(top left) and Tim Harrington (third 
from top right) have held numerous 
meetings with students in Lompoc 
to learn more about their needs. 

COMMUNITY INPUT: People from various professions 
that affect and interact with youth are serving on Future’s 
advisory council.
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Hey guys, we’re all going to die because 
of COVID-19—aka, coronavirus. Wait, 
actually, we’re not all going to die. In 

fact, most people probably aren’t even going 
to be affected.
 People are just losing their minds over the 
possibility that even one person 
in Santa Barbara County 
might be infected by it 
because they literally 
have nothing better to 
worry about. Apparently, 
paper towels and toilet 
paper are key to germ 
protection and longevity 
of life, because Santa 
Maria’s Walmart—
yes, Walmart, 
people!—was nearly 
out of both on Monday, 
March 2, according the 
the Santa Maria Times. 
 Wow, everyone. It’s not a pandemic you 
need to be worried about; it looks like panic 
is the thing that’s infectious ... and spreading. 
Suzanne Grimmesey from the Santa Barbara 
County Department of Behavioral Wellness 
told the Times that people should limit 
their news intake about the coronavirus to 
help prevent “emotional contagion.” That’s 
something that I feel comfortable referring 
to as stupidity, irrational decision-making, 
following the social media leader, and not being 
responsible for your intake of information. 
 Meanwhile, county Public Health 
Department Public Information Officer 
Jackie Ruiz and Santa Maria Joint Union 
High School District spokesperson Kenny 
Klein were dealing with the fallout from a 
hoax circulating on social media—yes, that’s 
where that misinformation virus spreads like 
a pandemic, people!—saying there were four 
cases of coronavirus in the county, two of which 
were supposedly at Santa Maria High School. 
 Nope. Sorry, toilet paper pinchers. It’s official; 
there aren’t any cases in the county. Although, I 
could be wrong. I just get my information from 
official public health sources. Have you checked 
your social media feeds lately? 
 But it is time to get those “social distancing” 
plans in place, according to county public 
health. Social distancing, huh? I don’t remember 
if that was a thing during the SARS epidemic, 
and I try to block out all of the information I 
consumed during the bird flu epidemic, because 
I still have nightmares about it. 
 However, it sounds like a prime-time excuse 
not to hang out with those people you keep 
canceling dinner plans on. Skip work, skip 
school, skip the cruise. Yep. You don’t need to do 
a thing. As long as you’ve got your paper towels 
and that 50-pound bag of rice, you don’t even 
have to fly the coop.
 Lucky for some Guadalupe residents, all that 
toilet paper and social distancing could come 
in handy. At least for those residents dealing 
with sewage issues (estimated to be half of city 
citizens), who have had overflow and other 
plumbing problems. Eww. 
 Think there’s been a run on plungers in 
Guadalupe since the city put that press release 
out? You’ve gotta be prepared, you know!?
 But the city’s got a plan to upgrade its 
failing sewer system and announced plans to 
request $3.2 million in funding from the state 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development. So, the city might fix it. Or, it 
might not. 
 It’s kind of a crapshoot. Pun absolutely 
intended. m

The canary is unashamed about using puns. Send 
comments to canary@santamariasun.com.

Misinformation virus
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SPECIAL EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ALMA ROSA CELEBRATES JULIA CHILD’S GUIDE 
TO THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY Join us in the 
tasting room for delicious small bites prepared by Valley 
Piggery paired with Alma Rosa Wines. Walk-ins welcome. 
March 14, 12-4 p.m. $20. 805-691-9395. Alma Rosa 
Winery, 181 C Industrial Way, Buellton.

BUELLTON WINE AND CHILI FESTIVAL 2020 Taste 
beer and wine from over 30 wineries and craft breweries 
from all over the Central Coast and cuisine from 25 
different chili and salsa cooks. Also features live music and 
games. March 15, 12-4:30 p.m. $15-$50. 805-448-7070. 
buelltonwineandchilifestival.com. Flying Flags RV Resort and 
Campground, 180 Avenue Of The Flags, Buellton.

NATURETRACK FILM FESTIVAL The Third Annual 
NatureTrack Film Festival (NTFF) returns to Los Olivos. 
Entries are thoughtfully curated and selected to “ignite 
passion for nature through fi lm.” March 20, 5-10 p.m., 
March 21, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. and March 22, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
$10 per ticket. 805-886-2047. naturetrackfi lmfestival.
org. Lavinia Campbell Park, 2398 Alamo Pintado Ave., 
Los Olivos.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

TRADITIONAL MISSION LIFE DAY Join the costumed 
docents and staff for an opportunity to observe and 
participate in the craft activities that supplied the needs of the 
mission residents. Demonstrated crafts may include: tortilla 
making, candle making, soap making, carpentry, pottery, and 
blacksmithing. March 14, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. explorelompoc.
com. La Purisima Mission, 2295 Purisima Mission, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/LOS ALAMOS

OASIS GALA AT SANTA MARIA 
FAIRPARK Presented by the Oasis Center. 
Check website for more details. March 
20, 5:30 p.m. oasisorcutt.org. Santa Maria 
Fairpark, 937 S. Thornburg St., Santa Maria.

SIERRA CLUB HIKE ON ADOBE 
SPRINGS TRAIL This is a 5 mile hike near 
Cuyama Valley. Bring water and snacks. Leashed 
dogs allowed. March 14, 9 a.m. None. 805-934-
2792. Adobe Springs Trailhead, Highway 166, 21 miles 
east of Hwy 101, Santa Maria.

SPRING FASHION SHOW Hosted by the Oasis 
Center. Check website for more details. March 19, 
noon oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: 100 YEARS OF 

OBSTETRICS In recognition of Women’s History Month 
and the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th 
amendment, the Library and the American Association of 
University Women, present an historical perspective of the 
past 100 years of Obstetrics. Guest speaker: Dr. William 
H. Clewell. March 14, 1:30-4 p.m. 805-925-0994. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

A CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF WOMEN’S 
RIGHT TO VOTE Join the Five Cities-Pismo Beach Branch 
of AAUW for a lighthearted and informative program. 
March 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-594-1249. Women’s 
Club of Arroyo Grande, 211 Vernon St., Arroyo Grande.

THE TRUTH ABOUT LIVING TO BE 100 Living to 
be 80, 90, 100 and beyond is a new reality for which 
few have planned. Get answers to questions on how 
to live today, while preparing for the future. Hear the 
experts discuss health, fi tness, relationships, and the 
importance of social connections. March 12, 10-10:30 
a.m. Free. 805-710-2415. seacoastseniors.org/. Hilton 
Garden Inn, 601 James Way, Pismo Beach.

THE WRITE YOUR DEEP AF BOOK HOEDOWN
Special guest writing coaches will instruct this day-long 
seminar on writing books. March 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Starts at $797. my805tix.com. Dolphin Bay Resort, 
2727 Shell Beach Road, Pismo Beach.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

BINGO BONANZA 2020 Presented by the Women’s 
Alliance of SLO, the 27th annual Bingo Bonanza offers 10 
rousing games of Bingo each with a handcrafted prize 
basket (values ranging from $150-$300) for every winner. 
March 21, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Varies. Veteran’s Memorial 
Building, 801 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, (510) 285-

6221.

BIRDS OF SLO 2019: PART 1 A two-part 
slide show featuring outstanding images 
of over 200 species of birds taken last 

year by seventeen of the fi nest nature photographers in 
San Luis Obispo county. Live guitar accompaniment by 
Bob Clark and Jack Collins. March 16, 6:30-8 p.m. Free 
to the public. 805-772-1991. San Luis Obispo Botanical 
Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

CONSTRUCTION SURETY BONDS AT SLOCBE
Come learn about what a surety bond is and isn’t, 
underwriting requirements, various types of surety bonds, 
and the correct steps to fi le a bond. March 12, 9-11 
a.m. Members: $20, Non-Members: $45. 805-543-7330. 
db.onlineplanservice.com/upload/42/Construction%20
Surety%20Bonds%20101%203-12-20.pdf. SLO County 
Builders Exchange, 153 Cross St #130, San Luis Obispo.

HIGH TEA AND HATS A wonderful Monday Club 
tradition returns to our newly preserved and renovated 
clubhouse and gardens. Join us in our historic, Julia 
Morgan designed building and enjoy a high tea like none 
other. March 22, 1-3:30 p.m. $35/adults $20/children 
under 12. 805-541-0594. themondayclubslo.org. The 
Monday Club, 1815 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

INSPIRED HEALTH AND WELLNESS EXPO Reach 
your health and fi tness goals. The San Luis Obispo Health 
and Wellness Expo will provide a wonderful opportunity to 
the exhibitors to display their business and connect with 
the SLO County community. March 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free. 805-772-4600. inspiredexpos.com. Alex Madonna 
Expo Center, 100 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo.

SENSORY NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM FOR CHILDREN 
ON THE SPECTRUM A free and fun evening for our young 
friends on the Autism Spectrum and their families. March 14, 
5:15-7 p.m. Free. 805-545-5874. slocm.org. San Luis Obispo 
Children’s Museum, 1010 Nipomo St., San Luis Obispo.

FUNDRAISERS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE DINNER: BENEFIT 
FOR SANTA MARIA KIWANIS A benefi t lunch event for 

the Kiwanis Santa Maria Valley Foundation. Features food, 
drinks, and live entertainment. March 15, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
$12.50. 805-720-6711. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 
Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

GROVER BEACH COMMUNITY LIBRARY BOOK 
SALE Bring the family and browse our wide selection 
of authors and genres. From 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., local 
nonprofi ts and educators take home books free of 
charge. Bring a teacher ID, or a business card or 
brochure from your nonprofi t. March 14, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
805-481-4131. Grover Beach Community Library, 240 N 
9th St., Grover Beach.

ARTS
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

FREE WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or 
experience required. Mondays, 7 & 8 p.m. Free. 805-937-
1574. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
mavericksaloon.org.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS
Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons for 
all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for 4-week session. 
805-928-7799. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon oasisorcutt.org. 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

COMPUTER DROP-IN WORKSHOP This is a drop-in 
workshop. Patrons will be able to choose the computer 
topics they would like to cover. March 18, 5-6 p.m. 
805-925-0994 ext. 8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From the 
basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill levels 
welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-9 p.m. $8. 805-680-5695. 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists and 
support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. $1. 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout classes for 
teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m. everybodycandance.
webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland 

SOMEWHERE THAT’S GREEN
The Santa Maria Public Library Garden Club, 
in partnership with the Master Gardeners of 
Santa Barbara County, hosts its next Grow 
Getters program on Saturday, March 21, from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Guests can learn a variety of 
gardening tips during this informative meeting, 
which also includes a succulent exchange. The 
library is located at 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria. Call (805) 925-0994, Ext. 8562 
for more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

FILE PHOTO BY AMY ASMAN

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online by 

logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account 
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood 
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our 
off icial Box Off ice at Boo Boo Records in SLO

Suppo� ing local journalism, one ticket at a time.

POWERED BY: & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

Conce�  for 
Peace 

with Yuval Ron
SATURDAY, 
MARCH 14

Congregation 
Beth David

Comedy Magic
FRIDAY, 

MARCH 13
D’Anbino 

Tasting Room

ZINfully Delicious
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Tooth & Nail 
Winery

In Conce� : Sally & George
TUESDAY, MARCH 31

The Savory 
Pale� e

Beer Yoga
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Naughty Oak 
Brewing Co.

In Conce� : Korby Lenker
TUESDAY, MARCH 24

The Savory 
Pale� e

Gu� ermouth 
Conce�  

at the Castle
SATURDAY, 
MARCH 14

Tooth & Nail 
Winery

 Barrel Room Conce� : 
Damon Castillo Band

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
CASS Winery

The Write Your Deep 
AF Book Hoedown

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
The Dolphin Bay Reso� 

Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the off icial 
Box Off ice for My805Tix events!

Boo Boo’s is located at 
978 Monterey Street in SLO. 

Call them at 805-541-0657.

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

Cambria the Musical
FRIDAY, APRIL 3
Cambria Center 

for the A� s Theatre

The Eat Pray F* You 
Hoedown

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
The Dolphin Bay Reso� 

The Red Velvet Cake War
MARCH 13–19
Santa Maria 

Civic Theatre

Zoo Trivia Night
SATURDAY, MARCH 14

Charles 
Paddock Zoo

12 Angry Jurors
MARCH 13–APRIL 5

By The Sea 
Productions

To Gillian on Her 37th Bi� hday
MARCH 13-29
Park Street 

Ballroom

Barrel Room Conce� : 
The Cuesta Ridge Boys

SUNDAY, APRIL 5
CASS Winery

Dave Meder Trio
SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Unity 
Conce�  Hall

Lot’s Wife
FRI. & SAT., APRIL 17 & 18

Klein Dance 
A� s Studio

Bingo Bonanza 
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

SLO 
Veterans Hall

Sunset Social 
FRIDAY, MARCH 20

CASS 
Winery

Double Bass and Friends
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Trinity United 
Methodist Church

Morro Bay WILD
SATURDAY, MARCH 21

Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center

Ba� lyz St. Patricks Day 
Sunday Celebration
SUNDAY, MARCH 15

D’Anbino Tasting Room

Incendio 
Summoning the Music

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
Cambria Conce� s Unplugged

Double Bass and Friends
SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Community Church of 
Atascadero

Music of the 1970’s
THURSDAY, MARCH 26 

Monarch Club 
at Trilogy

Backyard Chili Brawl
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Tooth & Nail 
Winery

All Sta�  Basketball 
Spectacular

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
Allan Hancock College

Plants of the Pecho 
Coast Trail

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Point San Luis Lighthouse

Eat Pray F* You 
Couples Intensive
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

The Dolphin Bay Reso� 

The Wild West Hits the Pops
MONDAY, MARCH 30

First United 
Methodist Church

Central Coast 
Guitar Show

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
SLO Veteran’s Hall

Rolling Stones Tribute 
in Morro Bay

TUESDAY, APRIL 14
The Savory Pale� e

THE EVENT
SATURDAY, APRIL 18

Presqu’ile 
Winery

Wines, Pines and Felines
THURSDAY, APRIL 16

Cambria Pines 
Lodge

Soaring Masterpieces: 
Fate and Destiny

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Grace Baptist Church

Women’s Only 
Self Defense Workshop

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
SleepingTiger Fitness
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St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

FREE SALSA CLASSES No partner or experience 
required. Tuesdays, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-
1574. Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 S. 
Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

FREE WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or 
experience required. Wednesdays, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. 
805-937-1574. Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 
S. Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor. Fridays, 9 
a.m.-noon $1. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 
805-937-9750.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m. 
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. and 
Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can 
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

MUSIC LESSONS Learn acoustic or electric guitar, 
mandolin, ukulele, bass, piano, violin, drums, percussion, 
voice, mandolin, banjo, saxophone, and/or clarinet. The 

academy offers private lessons by the hour or half hour for 
all age groups and ability. ongoing 805-925-0464. Coelho 
Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

PRESCHOOL CRAFT TIME EXPRESS Come to the 
library for a craft time designed for preschoolers aged 
3-5. With a little help from a caregiver, create a craft 
to help develop fine motor skills. March 12, 4-5 p.m. 
Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA SEWING SUPERSTORE CLASSES 
Visit site for full list of classes and more details. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. santamariasewing.
com. Santa Maria Sewing Superstore, 127 E. Main St., 
Santa Maria, 805-922-1784.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANCE 
CLASSES Hosted by the Kings of Swing. All skill levels 
welcome (adults). Couples and singles welcome. Pre-
registration recommended. Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. $45. 
805-928-7799. Adkins Dance Center, 1110 E. Clark Ave., 
Santa Maria.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis 
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

AFTER-SCHOOL ART WORKSHOP (AGES 5-6) 
Each session will cover different mediums and subjects. 
Registration is required prior to attendance. Mondays, 
3:15-4:45 p.m. $100. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.

AFTER-SCHOOL ART WORKSHOPS (AGES 
7-12) 2-5 week sessions available. Register online, 

call, or email to reserve. Tuesdays, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 
$50-$120 per session. 805-668-2125. lila.community/
lilacreativecommunityworkshops/schedules/new-after-
school-workshops. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East 
Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

LET’S GO 3D! MIXED MEDIA SCULPTURE Explore 
the four sculpture types: molded, cast, carved and 
assembled. Guests will work with clay, plaster, and 
found objects. Tuesdays, 3:15-4:45 p.m. through March 
17 $100 for all 5 weeks. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo 
Grande, lila.community.

LI LI CLEVER JEWELRY Learn from someone with 25 
years of experience designing intricate, highly professional, 
and exceptionally individualized artisan jewelry. All ages 
welcome. ongoing $50 per person. 805-545-9689. Li Li 
Clever Jewelry, Location varies, Shell Beach.

MOBILE MADNESS Guests will explore simple, yet 
satisfying ways to create movement in their sculptures. 
For ages 5 to 6. Mondays, 3:15-4:45 p.m. through April 6 
$100 for all five sessions. 805-668-2125. lila.community. 
LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 
101, Arroyo Grande.

OPEN STUDIO FOR HOMESCHOOLED CHILDREN 
Includes drawing, painting, sewing, weaving, mixed media, 
printmaking, and 3-dimensional building in a safe, non-
competitive environment. Fridays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. $20 per 
hour. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East 
Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande, lila.community.

PLAY EXPLORE CREATE 2 Includes drawing, pastel, 
watercolor, tempera, collage, printmaking, sewing, and 
building. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9-10:30 a.m. & 1:30-3 
p.m. $20. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative 
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

TEEN’S OPEN STUDIO: TEEN COMIC CREATION 
GROUP Teens will collaborate on developing characters, 
comic strips, backdrops, or 3D models. Thursdays, 
3:15-4:45 p.m. $20. 805-668-2125. lila.community/. LilA 
Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. suite 101, 
Arroyo Grande.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

DEBORAH KALAS: AUTHOR PRESENTATION 
A special presentation by acclaimed equine author 
and photographer Deborah Kalas as she shares her 
background and highlights from her new book, The Wild 
Herd: A Vanishing American Treasure. March 15, 3-4:30 
p.m. $5 members, $10 non-members. 805-688-1082. 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

GUADALUPE NATIVE GARDEN DAY Join volunteer, 
Judith Evans, who will be at Guadalupe Native Garden on the 
third Saturday of each month for this event. Third Saturday 
of every month, 9 a.m.-noon through Dec. 19 Free. 
805-343-2455. dunescenter.org/event/guadalupe-native-
garden-beautification-days/. Guadalupe Native Garden, 
Corner of Campondonico and 7th Ave., Guadalupe.

EXHIBITS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

COLOR AND LIGHT Artists Vicki Andersen and Neil 
Andersson present two artistic visions of the world 
around us in the featured show at Gallery Los Olivos 
the month of March. Mondays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
through March 31 805-688-7517. Gallery Los Olivos, 
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, gallerylosolivos.com.

COMMUNITY DAY AT THE WILDLING Wildling 
offers free admission during Community Day. Enjoy 
drop-in art activities, current exhibits, and more. Third 
Wednesday of every month Free. 805-688-1082. 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

LEGACY OF DECENCY A new art exhibition 
showcasing rare prints by Rembrandt. Through May 24 
elverhoj.org. Elverhoj Museum of History and Art, 1624 
Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211.

NEIL ANDERSSON Andersson is the gallery’s featured 
artist for the month of March. Through March 31 Free 
admission. gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS 
Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis. 
Featured artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert 
Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more. ongoing, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 805-686-1080. pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art 
Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste C, Solvang.

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY AND BEYOND: 
RECENT PHOTOGRAPHIC LANDSCAPES BY 
GEORGE ROSE Located in the Wildling Museum’s 
Valley Oak Gallery. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. through March 16 $5. 805-688-1082. 
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY ARTS ASSOCIATION: 
SECOND SATURDAY ARTISANS Applications to be 

a featured artist will be accepted throughout the series. 
Second Saturday of every month, 12-5 p.m. Free. 805-
688-7338. santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez Valley 
Grange Hall, 2374 Alamo Pintado, Los Olivos.

STARRY NIGHTS: VISIONS OF THE NIGHT SKY 
Celebrates the awe-inspiring beauty and mystery of the 
night across a range of media, including painting and 
photography, as well as poetry curated by Dan Gerber. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through 
June 15 Free-$5. 805-688-1082. wildlingmuseum.org/
news/starry-nights-visions-of-the-night-sky. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ART EXHIBIT: MARGIE BOWKER A display of 
painting and art tiles. ongoing Santa Maria Country Club, 
505 W. Waller Lane, Santa Maria.

FEATURED ARTIST: PHOTOGRAPHER ANDREW 
KLEIN The Santa Maria Public Library will be exhibiting 
the photography of Central Coast photographer, Andrew 
Klein. Patrons and art enthusiasts alike are encouraged 
to stop by the library’s Shepard Hall Gallery, view the art 
and learn more about the artist. Through April 30 Free. 
805-925-0994. Shepard Hall Art Gallery - Santa Maria 
Public Library, 421 South McClelland St., Santa Maria.

LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS: CONTINUING SERIES 
An ongoing series of shows, facilitated by advisor Terry 

Dworaczyk, to spotlight local art and artists. Each 
show includes an artist reception. ongoing Ameriprise 
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., suite 104, Santa Maria.

CALLS FOR ARTISTS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

CALL FOR ARTISTS: HOME IS WHERE THE ART 
IS Accepting art for Art Central’s open exhibit this May 
and June. Seeking interpretations of what inspires you 
about your home, whether that is near or far. This show 
is open to all mediums. Through April 29, 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Cost dependent on artwork size. 805-747-4200. 
artcentralartsupply.com/Gallery.php. Art Central, 1329 
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: ROMANCING THE ADOBES 
This California-wide juried exhibition features artworks 
celebrating the historic California Adobes and the 
Californio lifestyle. Artists are welcome to explore 
whatever subject matter they wish in regards to the 
Adobes. All 2D media is eligible. Through May 3, noon 
805-543-8562. artist.callforentry.org. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

STAGE
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

JULIUS CAESAR Friendship, loyalty, and betrayal 
amidst political upheaval are the timeless concepts 
probed in William Shakespeare’s tragedy. Presented 
by PCPA. Through March 22 Severson Theatre, 800 S. 

College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-928-7731, pcpa.org.

THE RED VELVET CAKE WAR In this riotously funny 
Southern-fried comedy, the three Verdeen cousins—
Gaynelle, Peaches, and Jimmie Wyvette—could not have 
picked a worse time to throw their family reunion. March 
13-29 my805tix.com. Santa Maria Civic Theatre, 1660 
N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

WHOSE LIVE ANYWAY? 90 minutes of hilarious 
improvised comedy and song all based on audience 
suggestions. March 14, 8-9:30 p.m. $47-$77. 805-
489-9444. clarkcenter.org/event/whose-live-anyway/. 
Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., 
Arroyo Grande.

AUDITIONS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

AUDITIONS: LOT’S WIFE For Orcutt Community 
Theater’s staged reading of an original play by Dixie 
Arthur. Needed: 3 women, 4 men. Performance dates: 
April 17, 18, 19. March 16, 7-9 p.m. and March 17, 7-9 
p.m. 805-937-3738. Orcutt Community Theater (Klein 
Dance Arts), 3546 Skyway Dr, Bldg. 1, Suite A, Orcutt, 
orcuttcommunitytheater.com.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

TED AND CONVERSATION The Solvang Library 
screens an 18-minute talk from the TED Talks series. 
Afterwards, the audience explores the topic together 
over tea and coffee. Third Thursday of every month, 10-
10:50 a.m. Free. 805-688-4214. Solvang Library, 1745 
Mission Dr., Solvang.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food 
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays, 3-5 p.m. 
Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino Community 
Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

GROUND OPERATIONS: SCREENING AND 
Q-AND-A This film follows an ensemble of young 
veterans and their transition from the military, to life in 
sustainable farming. After the screening, patrons will 
be to talk to the director, Dulanie Ellis. Children 12 and 
under must be accompanied by an adult to attend films. 

LET THE SUNSHINE IN
Gallery Los Olivos presents Color and Light, a new duo exhibition, through Monday, March 
30. This exhibit showcases a variety of landscapes and other paintings by local artists Vicki 
Andersen and Neil Andersson. The gallery is located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos. Call 
(805) 688-7517 or visit gallerylosolivos.com for more details.

—C.W.

IMAGE COURTESY OF GALLERY LOS OLIVOS

WINE AND DINE
The 2020 Buellton Wine and Chili 
Festival takes place at the Flying 
Flags RV Resort on Sunday, March 
15, from noon to 4:30 p.m. Attendees 
can look forward to tasting beer and 
wine from more than 30 wineries 
and craft breweries, and cuisine from 
25 different chili and salsa chefs. 
Admission to the festival ranges from 
$15 to $50. Call (805) 448-7070 or visit 
buelltonwineandchilifestival.com to find 
out more.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUELLTON WINE AND CHILI FESTIVAL
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E V E N T  S C H E D U L E   |   M A R C H  1 7–2 2

TU E S DAY, M A RCH  17  
OPENING NIGHT
Nashville Comes to SLO with a screening of IT ALL BEGINS WITH A SONG: 
THE STORY OF THE NASHVILLE SONGWRITER, followed by Q&A and live 
performances by Jade Jackson and Jude Johnson. Fremont Theatre. 7pm. Pre-Party at 
Luna Red at 5pm for Full Access Passholders.

WE D NE S DAY, M A RCH  18 
CENTRAL COAST FILMMAKER SHOWCASE
We are very proud to showcase this eclectic mix of films written, directed and produced 
by residents of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Monterey Counties. Awards will be 
presented to winning films on Sunday, March 22 at the Fremont Theatre. Most Central 
Coast films screen on Wednesday, and filmmakers are celebrated at a Red Carpet mixer at 
the Festival Lounge.

HOLLYWOOD & VINES EVENT: THE CHEF AND BREAKING BREAD
BREAKING BREAD is a visually beautiful film offers a recipe for tolerance and hope. 
Combine Arab and Jewish chefs and ask them to collaborate on mouthwatering local 
dishes. This is what the first Muslim Arab to wine Israel’s MasterChef competition did, on 
a quest to effect social change. Short film THE CHEF screens first. The Rock. 7pm. Also 
screens at The Rock on Thursday at 1pm. Both screenings offer complimentary Middle 
East themed appetizers too! More Hollywood & Vines Events can be found at slofilmfest.org.

FR IDAY,  M A RCH  20

TH U R S DAY, M A RCH  19
THE GEORGE SIDNEY INDEPENDENT FILM COMPETITION
This is the main fare of the Festival and although some screen on Wednesday, most screen 
Thursday through Sunday and are eligible for juried awards, presented on Saturday evening, and 
Audience Choice Awards presented at Closing Night. Screening schedule and descriptions for 
all films in competition available at slofilmfest.org and in printed Festival Guides.

THE COASTAL AWAKENING: A TRIBUTE TO PHILIP GLASS
The Coast Awakening celebrates the indigenous counter-culture of the central coast and  
this year’s focus is on three films featuring the life and art of avant-garde “classicist” composer 
and pianist Philip Glass. GLASS: A PORTRAIT OF PHILIP IN TWELVE PARTS – 
1:15pm followed by KOYAANISQATSI at 4:15pm and KUNDUN at 7:15pm.  
All movies screen at the Palm Theatre.

CLASSIC MEXICAN CINEMA — 
ENAMORADA 
This newly remastered classic from the UCLA 
Archives can be seen on the Big Screen at the 
Fremont Theatre. Featuring 1930’s Cal Poly grad 
Pedro Armendariz in the leading role, this is the 
story of a revolutionary soldier who falls into a 
difficult love affair in the town of Cholula. After 
the movie, he will receive a posthumous award 
presented to LA’s Mexican Consulate by Cal Poly 
President Jeffrey Armstrong.

FILMMAKER AND KING VIDOR 
AWARDS NIGHT
Join us for our most festive evening as we celebrate 
independent filmmakers with awards presented 
by major festival sponsors, followed by our annual 
presentation of the 2020 King Vidor Award. 
This year’s honoree is writer/director/producer 
Lawrence Kasdan, and he will sit down to talk 
about his impressive career with TCM host, Ben 
Mankiewicz. Kasdan’s STAR WARS: THE 
EMPIRE STRIKES BACK will screen after that 
and the SLO Museum of Art will host the after-
party. Fremont Theatre. 7pm. 

SURF NITE IN SLO
Brent Storm’s award winning WHITE RHINO is the focus of this year’s 15th annual 
Surf Nite, with North Shore surfer Dave Wassel, surf photographer Brian Bielmann, and 
the filmmakers in attendance. Opening film, 93: LETTERS FROM MARGE will be 
introduced by pioneer surfer Linda Benson. Fremont Theater. 7pm. 

RED-EYE CINEMA
Our new addition to SLO Film Fest 2020 is a late-night series of genre films that push the 
envelope a bit. If you’re into edgy cinema, come out to The Rock on Thursday and Friday 
nights for some great films and special guests. SLO Brew Rock’s restaurant, bar and new 
distillery will be open for drinks and nibbles. 9pm.

S ATU R DAY, M A RCH  21
SURF & SWIM FILMS AT THE BAY THEATRE
Start your day by diving in to two films about water sports in Morro Bay WATERPROOF 
chronicles highly respected lifeguards who ensure the safety of residents and tourists on 
Long Island, NY. SPOONS: A SANTA BARBARA STORY focuses on the surfers, 
filmmakers and surf board shapers in Santa Barbara. Bay Theatre. 11am.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES PANELS AND WORKSHOPS
From cinematography to acting to how to make a movie in SLO County, there are a variety 
of ways you can learn more about the finer points of making a film, besides what you’ll 
learn from Q&A’s at almost all festival screenings. Panels begin at 9am at the Odd Fellow’s 
Hall. Check schedule for full details on weekend offerings.

Presents

SIX DAYS OF FILM, WINE & FUN ON 
THE CINEMATIC CENTRAL COAST

Enjoy over one hundred movies and many 
special events throughout SLO County

Hotel SLO at 877 Palm St. is home to the 
Festival Lounge and the Festival Headquarters.
The Festival Lounge is open to Full Access pass holders 

and Movie Star passes on week day afternoons.

Festival Passes, Special Event Tickets 
and our Festival Guide are available 

at the Festival HQ and online at:
SLOFILMFEST.ORG 

AND FESTIVAL HQ — HOTEL SLO 
(entrance on Morro St.)

Pass holders receive priority entry to all screenings.
Rush tickets may be purchased at each venue 

before showtime based on availability.
Please check slofilmfest.org for updates and announcements.

FE S TI VA L  PA S S E S 
E V E NT  TI CKE T S  
COMPLE TE  S CR E E NIN G  S CHE D U LE  
A ND  INFO RM ATI O N 

S L O F I L M F E S T . O R G

OCTAGON BARN MOVIE NIGHT
Come and see the newly renovated historic dairy barn 
on the edge of SLO, and enjoy great wines, beer and 
an Old San Luis BBQ dinner, followed by WALKIN’ 
CALIFORNIA: PISMO PRESERVE and the 
highly acclaimed THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM. 
Event begins at 5:30pm.

MOVIE NIGHT IN PASO 
Three new indie movies of varying lengths, all 
filmed in the Paso Robles area are the focus for 
this event at the Park Cinemas, starting at 7pm. 
After-party hosted by Jeffry’s Wine Country BBQ

STRAIGHT FROM SUNDANCE…
We grabbed two exciting new films from the recent Sundance Film Festival! 
DISCLOSURE: TRANS LIVES ON SCREEN is an unprecedented look at transgender 
depictions in film and TV, featuring Laverne Cox and many other notable trans personalities. 
Downtown Cinemas. 7pm. Also don’t miss DINNER IN AMERICA , a nihilist punk 
comedy, screening at the Rock on Friday at 9pm and the Fremont on Sunday at 4pm.

FRIDAY NIGHT IN PASO
At the Justin Downtown Tasting Room on the park, a pre-movie 
reception will include their incredible wines and Mexican-themed 
appetizers. A short walk from there, the Park Cinemas will screen 
NOTHING FANCY: DIANA KENNEDY, a wonderful 
whirlwind tour through the life and work of the 97-year-old 
cookbook author and environmental activist who has spent her life 
mastering Mexican cuisine. Pre-party at 5:30pm, movie at 7pm.

CLOSING NIGHT 
Awards and BANANA SPLIT
Awards will be presented to Central Coast and youth filmmakers, and Audience Award 
winners, followed by the Spotlight Award! Then 26 yr. old Hannah Marks, actress/writer/
producer of BANANA SPLIT, will introduce her newest film BANANA SPLIT. 
Fremont Theater. 6pm.

SU NDAY, M A RCH  22
FILMMAKERS OF TOMORROW SHOWCASE
Featuring short films made by young people 18 years and under, both local and global, this 
special screening is free to all students. Downtown Cinemas. 1pm. 
Cash awards will be presented at the Fremont Theatre later at 6pm. 

THE BIG PARADE
Directed by the namesake of our annual award, King Vidor’s 1925 classic will remind you 
why the SLO Film Fest has been celebrating his long career for 26 years!  
Palm Theatre. 3pm. 
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TU E S DAY, M A RCH  17  
OPENING NIGHT
Nashville Comes to SLO with a screening of IT ALL BEGINS WITH A SONG: 
THE STORY OF THE NASHVILLE SONGWRITER, followed by Q&A and live 
performances by Jade Jackson and Jude Johnson. Fremont Theatre. 7pm. Pre-Party at 
Luna Red at 5pm for Full Access Passholders.
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We are very proud to showcase this eclectic mix of films written, directed and produced 
by residents of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Monterey Counties. Awards will be 
presented to winning films on Sunday, March 22 at the Fremont Theatre. Most Central 
Coast films screen on Wednesday, and filmmakers are celebrated at a Red Carpet mixer at 
the Festival Lounge.
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BREAKING BREAD is a visually beautiful film offers a recipe for tolerance and hope. 
Combine Arab and Jewish chefs and ask them to collaborate on mouthwatering local 
dishes. This is what the first Muslim Arab to wine Israel’s MasterChef competition did, on 
a quest to effect social change. Short film THE CHEF screens first. The Rock. 7pm. Also 
screens at The Rock on Thursday at 1pm. Both screenings offer complimentary Middle 
East themed appetizers too! More Hollywood & Vines Events can be found at slofilmfest.org.

FR IDAY,  M A RCH  20

TH U R S DAY, M A RCH  19
THE GEORGE SIDNEY INDEPENDENT FILM COMPETITION
This is the main fare of the Festival and although some screen on Wednesday, most screen 
Thursday through Sunday and are eligible for juried awards, presented on Saturday evening, and 
Audience Choice Awards presented at Closing Night. Screening schedule and descriptions for 
all films in competition available at slofilmfest.org and in printed Festival Guides.
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All movies screen at the Palm Theatre.

CLASSIC MEXICAN CINEMA — 
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Archives can be seen on the Big Screen at the 
Fremont Theatre. Featuring 1930’s Cal Poly grad 
Pedro Armendariz in the leading role, this is the 
story of a revolutionary soldier who falls into a 
difficult love affair in the town of Cholula. After 
the movie, he will receive a posthumous award 
presented to LA’s Mexican Consulate by Cal Poly 
President Jeffrey Armstrong.

FILMMAKER AND KING VIDOR 
AWARDS NIGHT
Join us for our most festive evening as we celebrate 
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by major festival sponsors, followed by our annual 
presentation of the 2020 King Vidor Award. 
This year’s honoree is writer/director/producer 
Lawrence Kasdan, and he will sit down to talk 
about his impressive career with TCM host, Ben 
Mankiewicz. Kasdan’s STAR WARS: THE 
EMPIRE STRIKES BACK will screen after that 
and the SLO Museum of Art will host the after-
party. Fremont Theatre. 7pm. 

SURF NITE IN SLO
Brent Storm’s award winning WHITE RHINO is the focus of this year’s 15th annual 
Surf Nite, with North Shore surfer Dave Wassel, surf photographer Brian Bielmann, and 
the filmmakers in attendance. Opening film, 93: LETTERS FROM MARGE will be 
introduced by pioneer surfer Linda Benson. Fremont Theater. 7pm. 

RED-EYE CINEMA
Our new addition to SLO Film Fest 2020 is a late-night series of genre films that push the 
envelope a bit. If you’re into edgy cinema, come out to The Rock on Thursday and Friday 
nights for some great films and special guests. SLO Brew Rock’s restaurant, bar and new 
distillery will be open for drinks and nibbles. 9pm.

S ATU R DAY, M A RCH  21
SURF & SWIM FILMS AT THE BAY THEATRE
Start your day by diving in to two films about water sports in Morro Bay WATERPROOF 
chronicles highly respected lifeguards who ensure the safety of residents and tourists on 
Long Island, NY. SPOONS: A SANTA BARBARA STORY focuses on the surfers, 
filmmakers and surf board shapers in Santa Barbara. Bay Theatre. 11am.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES PANELS AND WORKSHOPS
From cinematography to acting to how to make a movie in SLO County, there are a variety 
of ways you can learn more about the finer points of making a film, besides what you’ll 
learn from Q&A’s at almost all festival screenings. Panels begin at 9am at the Odd Fellow’s 
Hall. Check schedule for full details on weekend offerings.

Presents

SIX DAYS OF FILM, WINE & FUN ON 
THE CINEMATIC CENTRAL COAST

Enjoy over one hundred movies and many 
special events throughout SLO County

Hotel SLO at 877 Palm St. is home to the 
Festival Lounge and the Festival Headquarters.
The Festival Lounge is open to Full Access pass holders 

and Movie Star passes on week day afternoons.

Festival Passes, Special Event Tickets 
and our Festival Guide are available 

at the Festival HQ and online at:
SLOFILMFEST.ORG 

AND FESTIVAL HQ — HOTEL SLO 
(entrance on Morro St.)

Pass holders receive priority entry to all screenings.
Rush tickets may be purchased at each venue 

before showtime based on availability.
Please check slofilmfest.org for updates and announcements.
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March 19, 2-4 p.m. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

BI-LINGO Informal conversation to practice Spanish 
language skills for anyone with basic Spanish-speaking 
skills. Second Thursday of every month, 6-7 p.m. Free. 
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria, 805-925-0994.

SIMPLE SPANISH Instructor based Spanish class for 
beginners. Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-
9750. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

STEM CELL AND REGENERATIVE MEDICINE 
CLASS Join us to learn about stem cell allograft 
services as an option for knee, hip and shoulder pain. 
Every other Thursday, 5:30-6:45 p.m. Free. 805-614-
7820. RestorativeSpineandJoint.com. Moxie Cafe, 1317 
W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF SM VALLEY: MONTHLY 
MEETING Social at 6 p.m. Guest speaker at 7 p.m. Business 
meeting for members follows. Third Thursday of every 
month, 6 p.m. Free. 805-349-2708. santamariademocrats.
info. IHOP, 202 Nicholson Ave, Santa Maria.

THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY The Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society 
holds meetings open to the public. Third Thursday of 
every month, 2-4 p.m. SMVGS.org. Family History Center, 
908 Sierra Madre, Santa Maria.

SUPPORT GROUPS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A foster 
parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays 805-965-
2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130 Skyway Dr., 
suite 501, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

AWAKENED PARENTING SITTING GROUP The 
intention of this group is to provide space for meditation 
and discussion in a supportive community. Appropriate 
for parents of children of all ages and anyone interested in 
exploring awakened parenting. Third Monday of every month, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. whiteheronsangha.org. White Heron Sangha 
Meditation Center, 6615 Bay Laurel Place, Avila Beach.

HOW TO GET YOUR LOVED ONE SOBER A family-
friendly seminar presented by The Haven’s clinical 
staff. Open to the public. Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. 
thehaven.com. The Haven Facitilities, 391 Front St., 
Grover Beach, NA.

SCLERODERMA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING A 
support group for those who have Scleroderma or those 

who love someone with Scleroderma. Nov. 17, 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Free. 805-878-6261. St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 959 Valley Rd., Arroyo Grande.

CREATE & LEARN
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

MIND & BODY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ADULT COLORING PROGRAM Come and enjoy 
this new trend in adult creativity and relaxation at the 
Santa Maria Public Library. The program is free, and 
all materials will be provided. Wednesdays, 1-2:30 p.m. 
805-925-0994-8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

CHI GONG Wednesdays, 10-10:30 a.m. Unity Chapel of 
Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, 805-937-
3025, unitysantamaria.net/.

FIT CLUB A club to energize both body and soul. Pre 
and post workout drinks will be available. Mondays-
Fridays, 9 a.m. Balance Nutrition, 1975 S. Broadway, 
suite E, Santa Maria.

SPORTS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL POLY BASEBALL VS OKLAHOMA The 
Mustangs take on a nationally ranked Oklahoma at 
Baggett Stadium. March 12, 6 p.m. gopoly.com/. It’s 
a Blackout game, so wear black and be one of the first 
1500 fans at the game to receive a black rally towel. 
March 13, 6 p.m. gopoly.com/. Celebrate Pi Day with 
Cal Poly Baseball at Baggett Stadium. March 14, 4 p.m. 
gopoly.com/. It’s Youth Day, so all kids 13 and under get 
in for free, and can run the bases and get autographs 
after the game. March 15, 1 p.m. gopoly.com/. Baggett 
Stadium, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

KIDS & FAMILY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

HOMEWORK HELP Free after school homework help 
for grades K-6. No sign-ups required; first come, first 
served. Mondays-Thursdays, 3:30-6:30 p.m. Free. 805-
925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA WARRIOR 
CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior with kids parkour 
classes in a safe setting. For ages 5 and up. Wednesdays, 
Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-349-7575. Santa Maria 
Town Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics 
classes for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start 
walking on their own). Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m. $35-$55. KT’s All Star 
Gymnastics, 237 Town Center East, Santa Maria, 805-
349-7575.

NEON NIGHTS AT ROCKIN’ JUMP Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. 805-266-7080. Santa Maria Town 
Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

PAWS TO READ Children aged 6 to 12 can read to 
book loving dogs. Registration begins one week before 
the program. March 16, 3:30-5 p.m. Free. 805-925-
0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.

READALOUD The Buellton Library presents ReadAloud, 
a play-reading group for adults, teens and children 9 
and up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-3115. Buellton 
Library, 140 W. Highway 246, Buellton.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical 
Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose, 
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth 
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805-714-
4927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and Boone 
Streets, Santa Maria.

SPIRITUAL
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

A COURSE IN MIRACLES Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-
noon Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., 
Orcutt, 805-937-3025, unitysantamaria.net/.

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all 
women regardless of denomination. Class includes 
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while listening 
to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare offered on 
site. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free. 
805-922-1919. cornerstonesm.org. Cornerstone Church, 
1026 E Sierra Madre Ave., Santa Maria.

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join Hope 
Community Church for Sunday morning and Wednesday 
night services. Children care provided for infants and 
children under 4. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m. Free. 805-922-2043. hopesm.com. Hope 
Community Church, 3010 Skyway Dr. suite F, Santa Maria.

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE SESSIONS Certified 
Intuitive and Evidential, Spiritual Medium, Julie Renee 
Medley offers 1/2 private readings. Please call to set 
an appointment or for consultation. ongoing $60 per 
1/2 hour or sliding fee can be utilized. 937-271-5646. 
CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

SUNDAY SERVICES Non-denominational. All are 
welcome. Sundays, 11 a.m.-noon Unity Chapel of Light 
Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, 805-937-3025, 
unitysantamaria.net/.

VOLUNTEERS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

MEALS ON WHEELS: VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
NEEDED Santa Maria Valley is in need of volunteer drivers 
for Meals on Wheels. Volunteers can help deliver every 
other week and deliveries take two hours. Call or visit site 
to join. ongoing 805-938-1200. mealsonwheelssmv.org. 
Santa Maria, Citywide, Santa Maria.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ADOPT A GRANDPARENT: MONTHLY 
VOLUNTEER TRAINING Help out in your 
neighborhood by connecting with older adults that need 
a little extra help. March 21, 10 a.m.-noon 805-547-
7025. Wilshire Community Services, 285 South St., suite 
J, San Luis Obispo, wilshirecommunityservices.org.

QUARTERLY VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE WITH 
WILSHIRE Learn about all the ways you can volunteer 
with Wilshire Health and Community Services. Become 
educated on the soulfulness of volunteering. March 
20, 10 a.m.-noon 805-547-7025. Wilshire Community 
Services, 285 South St., suite J, San Luis Obispo, 
wilshirecommunityservices.org.

FOOD & DRINK
FARMERS MARKETS

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh fruit 
and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and activities 
for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m. Lompoc Farmers 
Market, Ocean Avenue and I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND Produce, 
flowers, and other plants from the nursery are available 
for purchase. Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. 805-934-2182. Growing Grounds Farm, 820 W. 
Foster Rd., Santa Maria, t-mha.org.

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local farmers 
and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orcutt 

Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes 
produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25 p.m. 
Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the 
largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays, 6:10-9 
p.m. Downtown SLO, Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors. 
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot, 325 
Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and Barrel 
Room available to members. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
805-686-2603. roblarwinery.com. Roblar Winery, 3010 
Roblar Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING ROOM HOURS 
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. 
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., 
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals from all over 
the world. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturdays, 
Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. 
Kalyra Winery, 343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS This tasting 
room highlights community-based winemaking. Features 
various member winemakers. Mondays, Wednesdays-
Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805-243-8398. lompocwinefactory.
com. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering 
handcrafted wines, charcuterie, and cheeses. Fridays-
Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 805-735-5000. facebook.com/
montemarwines. Montemar Wines, 1501 E. Chestnut 
Ave., Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS This 
winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling wine. 
Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-736-
9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat Cellars, 1520 
Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS Features a food truck every 
Friday. Fridays, 5 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave, 
Orcutt, 805-332-3532.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST Enjoy pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, coffee, and juice while you meet new and old 
friends. Proceeds support OASIS Community Center. 
Second Saturday of every month, 7:45-9:45 a.m. $5. 
805-937-9750. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt. m

DANCE OFF
The fourth annual Dance Lompoc takes place at the Andersen Rec Center on Saturday, 
March 21, at 5 p.m. Five pairs of Lompoc locals will compete in a Dancing with the Stars-
style competition to raise money for their respective charities. Guests can enjoy dinner, 
dessert, and a no-host wine and beer bar during the performances. Admission is $65. Visit 
lompoc.com for more info.

—C.W.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LOMPOC PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

FAMILY VALUES
The Santa Maria Valley Genealogical 
Society holds its next monthly meeting at 
the Santa Maria Family History Center 
on Thursday, March 19, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
The public is welcome to come and learn 
how they can find out more about their 
own family histories. The group meets 
every third Thursday. The History Center 
is located at 908 Sierra Madre, Santa 
Maria. Visit smvgs.org for more details.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER HERBAUGH

MARCH 12 – MARCH 19 
2020

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 17
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

“I see a bad moon a-rising, I see 
trouble on the way ... .” The voice 
of rage and ruin himself, John 

Fogerty, is bringing his My 50 Year 
Trip tour to the Chumash Casino 
Resort in Santa Ynez on Friday, 
March 13. The concert starts at 8 p.m. 
in the resort’s Samala Showroom and 
tickets range from $79 to $139.
 As the co-founder of Creedence 

Clearwater Revival, Fogerty’s music 
ranks as some of the most influential 
in American history. Honored as one 
of the 100 Greatest Songwriters, 100 
Greatest Singers, and 100 Greatest 
Guitarists (all three lists compiled by 
Rolling Stone magazine), Fogerty’s 
hits are numerous, having written 
and produced “Born on the Bayou,” 
“Green River,” “Proud Mary,” and 
other CCR staples.

 The classic rock legend 
has enjoyed solo success as 
well, starting with his first 
solo album, Centerfield 
(1985), which reached 
No. 1 on the Billboard 
200 upon release and 
later certified as double-
platinum. In 2012, Fogerty 
became a New York Times 
best-selling author, with 
the release of his memoir, 
Fortunate Son: My Life, 
My Music.
 To find out more 
about Fogerty’s 
upcoming concert, call 
(800) 248-6274 or visit 
chumashcasino.com. 
The Chumash Casino 
Resort is located at 3400 E. 
Highway 246, Santa Ynez.

Staying south
 Take a chance, take a chance, 
take a chance on indie band The 
Chance Makers, who make their 
way to Cold Spring Tavern on 
Friday, March 13, from 6 to 9 p.m. 

This folk-rock trio features Kevin 
McGarry on guitar and vocals, 
Casey McGarry on drums and 
vocals, and Clayton Doyle on bass. 
The tavern also hosts Americana 

Fortunate son
Chumash Casino Resort presents legendary 
rocker John Fogerty, live in concert

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHUMASH CASINO RESORT

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THE RAIN? Rock ’n’ roll legend John Fogerty performs at the Chumash 
Casino Resort on Friday, March 13, at 8 p.m.

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

BACK POCKET LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
March 14, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

CHANCE MAKERS LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
March 13, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

DANNY MILSAP AND THE ONLY CASH 
TRIBUTE BAND LIVE March 14, 8-11 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy 
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

FLANNEL 101 LIVE A tribute to grunge, pop-punk, 
and alt-rock of the ‘90s, including Nirvana, Green Day, 
Pearl Jam, Sublime, No Doubt, Oasis, and other acts. 
March 15, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

JOHN FOGERTY LIVE March 13 Chumash 
Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez, 
800-248-6274, chumashcasino.com/entertainment.

JOHN LYLE LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
March 21, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts perform 
every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, 
mavericksaloon.org.

LOW DOWN DUDES LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
March 22, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

ODDLY STRAIGHT LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
March 14, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

PATRICK SWEANY LIVE Doors open at 7 p.m. 
March 13, 7:30 p.m. $20. Standing Sun Wines, 
92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413, 
standingsunwines.com.

RANDY DELUNE LIVE March 15, 1-5 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

RML LIVE Food and drinks available for purchase. 
No outside food or drinks allowed. March 21, 5-8 
p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa 
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

STUDIO C LIVE Food and drinks available for 

Live Music
LOCAL NOTES

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLANNEL 101

‘90S THROWBACK: 1990s grunge, punk, and alternative rock tribute band Flannel 101 performs 
at the Maverick Saloon on Friday, March 13, at 8:30 p.m., and at the Cold Spring Tavern on 
Sunday, March 15, at 4:30 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSHUA BLACK WILKINS

SAINT PATRICK: Blues, folk, and soul artist Patrick Sweany 
performs at Standing Sun Winery on Friday, March 13, at 
7:30 p.m. 
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group Oddly Straight on Saturday, March 14, 
from 1 to 4 p.m., followed by eclectic rock band 
Back Pocket, who take the stage from 5 to 8 p.m.

Cold Spring’s lineup concludes with blues, rags, 

and good time duo Tom Ball and 
Kenny Sultan, who play their 
regular weekly set on Sunday, 
March 15, from 1:15 to 4 p.m. 
Then, 1990s tribute band Flannel 
101 follows with a show from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. This outfit (pun 
intended) covers everything from 
’90s grunge to alternative rock, 
playing hits from Nirvana, Green 
Day, Sublime, No Doubt, Oasis, 
and other artists. Admission 
to every show at the tavern is 
complimentary. The venue is 
located at 5995 Stagecoach Road, 
Santa Barbara. Call (805) 967-
0066 or visit coldspringtavern.com 
for more info.

Where the tavern ends, 
the Maverick Saloon begins, 

as the aforementioned Flannel 101 kicks off the 
neighboring venue’s weekend series on Friday, 
March 13, from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. The homage 
trend continues with Danny Milsap and The Only 
Cash Tribute Band, who cover Johnny Cash’s 

biggest hits at the saloon on Saturday, March 
14, from 8 to 11 p.m. Solo artist Randy LeDune 
performs the following afternoon, Sunday, March 
15, from 1 to 5 p.m. Entry to all three performances 
is complimentary. The Maverick is located at 3687 
Sagunto St., suite D, Santa Ynez. To find out more 
about upcoming artists at the saloon, call (805) 686-
6785 or visit themavsaloon.com.
 Also in the Santa Ynez Valley, blues, folk, and 
soul artist Patrick Sweany performs at Standing 
Sun Winery in Buellton on Friday, March 13, 
at 7:30 p.m. Described in press materials as “a 
musical omnivore,” Sweany spent his early years 
“devouring” every popular music sound of the last 
70 years. These components became the ingredients 
behind his own unique, eclectic blend of genres. 
Tickets to the concert range from $20 to $25 and 
doors open at 7 p.m. The winery is located at 92 
Second St., unit D, Buellton. Call (805) 691-9413 or 
visit standingsunwines.com for more details.

More music
 The Lompoc Concert Association is 
bringing internationally renowned flutist 

Jeannine Goeckeritz to the Central Coast, for 
a performance at the First United Methodist 
Church on Friday, March 13. The acclaimed solo 
artist is currently the principal flutist with the 
Orchestra at Temple Square, in Salt Lake City. 
Tickets to the concert are $25 for adults and $5 
for students. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. To find 
out more about the show and other upcoming 
performances, call (805) 588-5971 or visit 
lompocconcert.org. The church is located at 925 
N. F St., Lompoc.
 Classic and contemporary rock cover band 
Different Strings performs at the Naughty 
Oak Brewing Company in Old Town Orcutt on 
Friday, March 13, from 7 to 10 p.m. Admission 
to the show is free, but dinner from Barbecue in 
the Stix will be available for purchase starting at 
5:30 p.m. Call the brewery at (805) 314-2368 or 
visit naughtyoak.com to find out more. Naughty 
Oak is located at 165 S. Broadway St., suite 102, 
Orcutt. m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote this week’s 
Local Notes. Contact him at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. March 
20, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., 
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

SUNDAY ROUND-UP Enjoy live music on the patio 
and special menu offerings every Sunday morning. 
Sundays, 11 a.m. Free. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto 
St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

TOM BALL AND KENNY SULTAN LIVE Enjoy a 
blend of guitar and harmonica blues, and rags, and good 
time music. Food and drinks available for purchase. 
No outside food or drinks allowed. Sundays, 1:15-4 
p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., 
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC CONCERT ASSOCIATION: JEANNINE 
GOECKERITZ Renowned solo flutist Jeannine 
Goeckeritz graces the stage during this performance. 
Presented by the LCA. March 13, 7:30 p.m. $5-$25. 
805-588-5971. lompocconcert.org. First United 
Methodist Church, 925 North F St., Lompoc.

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine with 4 
seasonal releases each calendar year. Price includes 3 
VIP access tickets to each SipMusic event, and 1 album 
and 1 bottle of premium wine every 3 months. ongoing 
$40. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-
243-8398, lompocwinefactory.com.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

DANTE MARSH AND THE VIBE SETTERS LIVE 
Musician-in-Residence at the winery for the month 
of March. Fridays, 4:30-7:30 p.m. through March 27 
Complimentary. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., 
Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

DIFFERENT STRINGS LIVE March 13, 7 p.m. 
Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St. suite 
102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663, naughtyoak.com.

GLORIA MANTOOTH AND SOUL FYAH Second 
Saturday of every month, 6-8 p.m. Anthony’s, 859 
Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

HAVANA NIGHTS Enjoy live music acts, including Victor 
Valencia and others. Fridays, 7-9 p.m. Cubanissimo Cuban 
Coffee House, 4869 S. Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

LAS CAFETERAS: ROOTS, RHYTHM, AND 
RHYME FROM EAST LA Using traditional Son Jarocho 
instruments, Las Cafeteras sing in English, Spanish, and 
Spanglish while adding a remix of sounds, from rock to 
hip-hop to rancheras, using music as a vehicle to bridge 
cultures and communities. Their music tells modern day 
stories with a positive message. March 14, 7-8 p.m. 
Free. 805-343-2455. facebook.com/VivaelArteSB/. 
Guadalupe City Hall, 918 Obispo St., Guadalupe.

LIVE MUSIC AT COSTA DE ORO Enjoy live music 
and complimentary appetizers every week. Thursdays, 
Fridays, 5-7 p.m. and Saturdays, 3-5 p.m. Free. Costa 
De Oro Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson Ave., Santa Maria, 
805-922-1468, cdowinery.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT NAUGHTY OAK Enjoy a different 
musical act and food vendor every Friday evening. 
Fridays, 5:30 p.m. Free admission. Naughty Oak 
Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St. suite 102, Orcutt, 

805-287-9663, naughtyoak.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT O’SULLIVAN’S Featuring live 
entertainment from local and touring alternative, indie, 
rock, punk, reggae, ska, alt-country, and other left-of-
center musicians several times throughout each month. 
ongoing Free. O’Sullivan’s Pub, 633 E. Main St., Santa 
Maria, 805-925-0658, osullivanspub.net.

LIVE MUSIC AT PRESQU’ILE Different acts every 
third Friday evening. Third Friday of every month, 4-6 
p.m. Free. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa 
Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BRIAN JEFFREY WITH BART GARDNER ON 
SAXOPHONE Shell Beach’s own Brian Jeffrey with 
Bart Gardner on Saxophone will be bringing the 
good vibes in to PoP. March 14, 7-10 p.m. 805-773-
6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 
puffersofpismo.com/.

BURNING, BAD AND COOL Enjoy southern fried 
soul, and blues dipped in thick, sweet harmony. March 
19, 6:30-9:30 p.m. 805-773-6563. Puffers of Pismo, 
781 Price St., Pismo Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

DEE MILLER AND THE JUMP JAX Minnesota 
blues singer Dee Miller is frequently referred to as 

“The Duchess of the Blues” will be sitting in with The 
Jump Jax for this special show. March 18, 7-10 p.m. 
805-773-6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo 
Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

DULCIE TAYLOR, GEORGE NAUFUL, AND TRACY 
MORGAN Dulcie Taylor will be bringing her amazing 
originals and covers to Puffers of Pismo. Accompanied 
by George Nauful, guitar and vocals, and Tracy 
Morgan on percussion. March 15, 6-9 p.m. 805-773-
6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 
puffersofpismo.com/.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music and 
food on the patio. Fridays, 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Free. 805-489-9099. 
branchstreeetdeli.com. Branch 
Street Deli, 203 E. Branch St., 
Arroyo Grande.

THE GLENN MILLER 
ORCHESTRA With timeless hits 
such as “In the Mood,” “Moonlight 
Serenade” and many more, few 
bands have ever had a personality 
as well-known and well-loved as 
The Glenn Miller Orchestra. March 
14, 3-5 p.m. $39-$52. 805-489-
9444. clarkcenter.org. Clark 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

NATALIE MORRELL LIVE 
Enjoy a stirring set of songs by 
Natalie Morrell. Her dulcet voice 
and plucky ukulele will have you 
enraptured. March 13, 4:30-6 
p.m. 805-773-6563. Puffers of 
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 
puffersofpismo.com/.

ROBERT HERRERA WITH 
BRENT WILLIAMS AND ZAC 
CORNEJO Robert Herrera 
combines soul musical influences 
with folk lyricism to create his 
own unique style. March 13, 7-10 
p.m. 805-773-6563. Puffers of 
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, 
puffersofpismo.com/.

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY CASH 
AND ELVIS PRESLEY Honors 
the music and the legend of Johnny 
Cash. Starring Danny Millsap as 
Johnny Cash and his band, the 
Hennessee Three. Danny Memphis 
also truly captures the look, 
essence, dance moves and natural 

vocal style in a tasteful and heartfelt celebration of 
Elvis. March 21, 7-9 p.m. $25-$40. 805-489-9444. 
clarkcenter.org. Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 
487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

TRIOKAIT LIVE Kait Dunton brings her piano trio, 
genre-pushing super group, trioKAIT back to Puffer’s of 
Pismo. March 12, 7-10 p.m. 805-773-6563. Puffers of 
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

THE WAVEBREAKERS BAND: LIVE AT BRANCH 
STREET DELI It’s a sound party with all the best pop 
hits of the 1950s-’80s, featuring two groovy guys and 
their banjo-carrying gal sidekick. March 13, 5:30-8 
p.m. Free. 805-489-9099. branchstreetdeli.com. Branch 
Street Deli, 203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

DJ/DANCE
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY 
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., 
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing 
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring 
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. Free. 
805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

805 NIGHTS For ages 21-and-over only. Come 
enjoy dancing to your favorite music videos. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Free. 805-219-0977. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe.

DJ VEGA: OLD SCHOOL AND PARTY MIX 
Saturdays, 9 p.m. Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., 
Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 805-598-6772. 
Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-310-
1827. Oasis Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights 
a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For ages 21-and-
over. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-925-2405. 
ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho Bowl, 128 E Donovan 
Rd., Santa Maria.

RANDY LATIN PARTY MIX Fridays, 9:30 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free. 
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW 
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

KARAOKE WITH DJ RANDY Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30 
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241 
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.

KARAOKE WITH YSABEL Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

SECOND SATURDAYS: OPEN MIC Inquire about 
how to sign up for a 30-minute window. Second 
Saturday of every month Vino et Amicis, 156 S. 
Broadway, Orcutt, 805-631-0496, vinoetamicis.com.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are 
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9 
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main 
St., Santa Maria. m

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 21

SPIRITED AWAY
Vino et Amicis Wine Bar in Orcutt presents local musician 
Nataly Lola on Friday, March 20, from 7 to 10 p.m. This 
solo artist is also well known for her work with pop group 
Ghost/Monster. Admission to the concert is free. The bar is 
located at 165 S. Broadway St., suite 101, Orcutt. Call (805) 
631-0496 or visit vinoetamicis.com to find out more.

—Caleb Wiseblood

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF BOTTLEST WINERY, BAR, AND BISTRO
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STRING THEORY: Classic and contemporary rock cover band Different Strings 
performs at the Naughty Oak Brewing Company on Friday, March 13, at 7 p.m.

LOCAL NOTES from page 21
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Capturing rare moments of untamed horses 
roaming the wild 
requires a great deal 

of patience, but career 
photographer Deborah 
Kalas was well-prepared 
before her latest venture. 
For her new book, The 
Wild Herd: A Vanishing 
American Treasure, Kalas 
spent countless hours 
(within a total of more 
than five years) observing 
the herds of wild horses 
that occupy Theodore Roosevelt National Park 
in North Dakota.
 Kalas is bringing the book to Solvang for a 
special author talk at the Wildling Museum 
of Art and Nature, where she will discuss her 
experience shooting in North Dakota, her long 
career, and photographic influences as well.
 “One of my favorite photographers is Henri 
Cartier Bresson. He believed in the decisive 
moment,” Kalas told the Sun. “I too believe there 
is a moment when all the elements fall, even if 
somewhat unexpectedly, into place.”
 Being able to predict these decisive moments, 
based on observing patterns, is the key to wild 
horse photography, Kalas explained.
 “With the wild horses, there are certain 
predictable moments,” she said. “When two 
stallions come together, there is going to be some 

level of discussion. When 
a newborn foal wakes 
up from a long nap, it 
is going to nurse before 
doing anything else.

“Knowing horses 
and watching for 
predictable movement 
helped me to be in the 
right place at the right 
time,” Kalas added.

The photographer 
recalled one specific 
instance during the 
project where she waited 
patiently and silently for 
one band of horses to 
awake from napping.

“One band was 
cooling off underneath 
an overhanging rock 
ledge for five hours. They 
had shade, I didn’t,” 
Kalas said. “It wasn’t 
until early evening that 
they came out. Lots of 
patience is required.”

An accomplished 
photojournalist, with 
credits including 
LIFE, People, and New 
York magazine, and 
professional equine 
photographer over the 
last three decades, Kalas 
had plenty of experience 
working with horses 
before her North Dakota 
expedition, just not with 
the untamed variety.

“Ever since I was 
a young girl, I loved 
horses. For 30 some 
years, my focus has 
always been about the 
relationships between 
horses and people,” 
Kalas said. “In June 
2014, it broadened to 

include wild horses. I had been photographing 
the horses in North Dakota for over five years. I 

felt I had enough material to 
put together a book.”

Her background in equine 
photography also helped 
Kalas ease into capturing 
the aforementioned decisive 
moments of movement and 
action between the wild horses.

“I spent years 
photographing show horses 
jumping over jumps. I 
am familiar with putting 

movement together,” Kalas said.
 Kalas’s goal in North Dakota was to capture 

herds of wild horses during each season, to show 
their character and interactions through the 
changing weather. Her goal was also to observe 
wild horses at each stage of their life cycle, from 
the newborns to the maturing and eldest horses.
 “I love watching the young foals play with 
their siblings,” Kalas said, “and the way all the 
mares can be protective of the little ones.”
 One reason that inspired Kalas to take the 
seasonal approach, observing several herds 
rather than one specific band of horses, was 
the constant shift of horses within a group over 
time, she said.
 “It’s impossible to tell the story of each band 
since the members of that band are frequently 
shifting and changing,” Kalas said. “No sooner 
would you publish a book and it would be outdated 
if categorized according to band stallions and their 
mares and foals. Horses die, mares are taken by 
other stallions, there is an ebb and flow.
 “I liked the idea of the seasons as a way of 
observing them in their habitat and how each 
changing season affected them,” Kalas added.
 Winter was the most difficult season to shoot 
during, the photographer recalled, for a variety 
of reasons.
 “Frigid temperature, biting wind, finding 
access to the horses where you won’t freeze in the 
process,” Kalas listed.
 But even during the winter, as with the other 
three seasons, Kalas felt a sense of peace in the 
North Dakota wilderness. Photographing wild 
horses in open spaces without a single fence in 
sight made her feel like an explorer, she said. 
Kalas compared the feeling to something she 
imagines early 1900s photographer William 
Henry Jackson might have experienced, as he 
captured the American West through the lens of 
his view camera.
 “It is a very calm sense of being home. Of 
feeling safe. Of feeling surrounded by love and 
nature,” Kalas said. m

Send comments to Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood at 
cwiseblood@santamariasun.com. 

HORSE WHISPERER: Deborah Kalas 
has worked as a professional equine 
photographer for more than 30 years. 
In 2014, she began photographing wild 
horses for the first time, which became 
the basis of her new book, The Wild 
Herd: A Vanishing American Treasure.

Saddle up
 Author Deborah Kalas will discuss her new book, 
The Wild Herd: A Vanishing American Treasure, at 
the Wildling Museum of Art and Nature on Sunday, 
March 15, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Admission to the 
event is $5 for Wildling members and $10 for non-
members. The museum is located at 1511 Mission 
Drive, unit B, Solvang. Call (805) 688-1082 or visit 
wildlingmuseum.org for more info.

Born to be wild
Equine photographer and author  
Deborah Kalas documents herds of wild 
horses in Theodore Roosevelt National Park
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SJHS Community Theatre 
presents Beauty and the Beast
 The St. Joseph High School (SJHS) Community Theatre 
opens its production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast on Friday, 
March 20, at 6:30 p.m. Performances are held in the school’s 
gymnasium and run for one weekend only (other showings are 
on Saturday, March 21, at 1 and 6:30 p.m., and Sunday, March 
22, at 1 p.m.).
 The plot of this popular stage musical follows Disney’s take 
on the French fairy tale, and features the same songs from the 
acclaimed animated film (music by Alan Menken and lyrics by 
Howard Ashman).
 Tickets to Beauty and the Beast can be purchased online in 
advance at the school’s website: sjhsknights.com. Admission starts 
at $15. SJHS is located at 4120 S. Bradley Road, Santa Maria.

David Spade brings stand-up 
tour to Santa Ynez

 Saturday Night Live alumnus David Spade will perform at 
the Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez on Friday, March 
27, at 8 p.m. The stand-up comedian is also well known for 
hosting Comedy Central’s Lights Out with David Spade and his 
role as Dennis Finch on NBC’s Just Shoot Me. His film credits 
include Tommy Boy, Joe Dirt, Black Sheep, and Grown Ups. 
Spade released his memoir, Almost Interesting, in 2015, which 
became a New York Times Bestseller.
 Tickets to the show, which will be held in the resort’s 
Samala Showroom, range from $29 to $59. Call (800) 248-
6274 or visit chumashcasino.com for more details. The casino 
is located at 3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez.

NatureTrack Film Festival 
returns to Los Olivos
 The third annual NatureTrack Film Festival begins 
screening at multiple venues in Los Olivos on Friday, March 
20, and will continue through Sunday, March 22. The festival 
features more than 60 films, which all explore themes of nature 
and the relationship between humans and the natural world. 
Organizers of the festival are planning to incorporate Q-and-A 
sessions with visiting filmmakers, after showings of their films.
 Individual tickets to each screening are $10 for adults, 
$8 for students, and $7 for children (ages 12 and under). An 
all-access pass, which includes admission to every screening 
at the festival, is available for $200. This pass also includes 
access to the VIP lounge, the opening and closing receptions, 
and all filmmaker panels.
 Part of the proceeds of the festival will benefit the 
NatureTrack Foundation’s outdoor educational field trips. For 
the full line-up of featured films and more info, call (805) 886-
2047 or visit naturetrackfilmfestival.org. m

Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

Arts Briefs
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WILDLING MUSEUM OF ART AND NATURE

AVAILABLE NOW: Hardcover copies of Deborah Kalas’ new 
book, The Wild Herd: A Vanishing American Treasure, are 
available for $65 each at the Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature in Solvang.

EBB AND FLOW: Recognizing patterns in horse behavior was the key to capturing rare moments of specific interactions between the 
wild horses of North Dakota, photographer Deborah Kalas said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
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Opening night at SLOMA: June 10 · Publications: June 11
NewTimesSLO.com · SantaMariaSun.com

The entry period for our 25th Annual 
Photography Contest & Exhibition 

is April 16–May 4, 2020
CATEGORIES: ANIMALS · ARCHITECTURE · FLORA · LAND/SEASCAPES · PEOPLE · TRAVEL · YOUTH · OPEN

Winning 
Images

Michael Castaneda, 2019

David Lawrence, 2019

Ana Evans, 2019

Dylan Kyle, 2019

Barry Goyette, 2019

Kathleen Gerber, 2019

use code FOG for discount. Expires 3/19/2020

A R T S STAGE

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your 
ears—the Pacific Conservatory Theatre’s 
(PCPA) production of The Tragedy of Julius 

Caesar is here. What better 
way to spend this year’s 
Ides of March (and through 
March 22) than with William 
Shakespeare’s quintessential, 
historical tale of political 
upheaval?
 One key factor I enjoyed 
about this iteration, helmed 
by director Mark Booher, is 
its brooding intimacy. Held 
in the Severson Theatre, the 
stage is surrounded on all four sides (unique 
compared to the thrust stage of the neighboring 
Marian Theatre, often PCPA’s venue of choice). 
I can’t speak for the whole audience, but I felt 
as if I was part of the crowd onlooking Caesar’s 
(Michael Tremblay) triumphant return to Rome, 
after a military victory.
 The visceral herd 
mentality feeling reaches 
its peak at Marc Antony’s 
(Yusef Seevers) stirring 
funeral speech, presenting 
Caesar’s bloody corpse to 
the masses; I felt genuinely 
moved, like most of the 
Roman commoners in 
attendance. Seevers is 
just so damn good, and 
his speech is all the more 
powerful when compared 
to the shared tenacity 
of his peers, whether 
they be friends or foes, 
onstage (the entire cast is 
brilliant). It’s as if I’m truly 
part of the mob in those 
moments, ready to revolt 
against Brutus (Peter S. 
Hadres), Cassius (Andrew 
Philpot), Casca (Katie 
Fuchs-Wackowski), and 
the other conspirators.

 I may not be wearing a tunic or sandals, but 
the players’ attire isn’t nearly as B.C. as you might 
be imagining. Costume designer Eddy L. Barrows 
chose a more modern approach with the show’s 
wardrobe—stylistically anachronistic with 
rewarding results. The more militant Romans 
sport camouflage patterns (already game for the 
imminent civil war begging to erupt). Other 
characters are caught in blazers by day, and 
rain hats and ponchos during the stormy night 
preceding Caesar’s violent demise. And nearly 
everyone is in jeans, except Caesar himself, whose 
getup notably resembles a certain 20th century 
dictator, complete with a wide Sam Browne belt 
over his suit jacket and tie.

The set, thoughtfully 
arranged by scenic designer 
Abby Hogan, supports the 
timeless atmosphere. Before 
the show even began, I was 
immediately intrigued 
upon entering the theater, 
especially at the ceiling. At 
every corner of the venue 
hangs what appears to be a 
dead body wrapped in tarp 
(think the opening scene 

of Sicario), while a statue of Caesar faces us, 
upside down, attached to the ceiling’s center. The 
walls are adorned with Caesar’s image as well, 
in rectangular prints, which resemble political 
campaign posters.
 In press materials, Booher reflects on the 

modern tone and refers to 
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar 
as a “play for today.”

“It serves as a 
springboard for us to think 
about big ideas: power, 
honor, love, and betrayal, 
sacrifice, and friendships 
on an epic scale. Even as 
someone who loves so 
many of [Shakespeare’s] 
other plays this is 
incomparably powerful,” 
Booher said. “You’ll turn a 
page and read a passage and 
it’s shocking how incredibly 
alive and contemporary 
this work is. You can’t help 
but be amazed by it.” m

Arts Editor Caleb 
Wiseblood uses a fork to 
stab Caesar (the salad). 
Reach him at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

Knives out
PCPA takes a fresh, 
thought-provoking stab at 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar

March madness
 The Pacific Conservatory Theatre 
(PCPA) presents its production of William 
Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar at 
the Severson Theatre through Sunday, March 
22. Tickets to the show range from $38 to $50. 
Call (805) 922-8313 or visit pcpa.org for more 
info. The Severson is located at Allan Hancock 
College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LUIS ESCOBAR REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY

ASSASSIN’S CREED: Brutus (Peter S. 
Hadres, center) addresses a crowd of his 
countrymen, following the assassination 
of Julius Caesar, in PCPA’s iteration of 
William Shakespeare’s classic tragedy.

RETRIBUTION: Loyal supporter Marc Antony (Yusef 
Seevers) mourns the death of Julius Caesar (Michael 
Tremblay) and vows vengeance on Caesar’s behalf 
against the conspirators that assassinated him.
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PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O R Y  T H E AT R E

GROUPS* 805 -928-7731 x.4 015
TICKETS 805-922-8313 | PCPA.ORG

*12 OR
MORE

325 E. Betteravia Road Suite B-4, Santa Maria · (805) 925-0464
  facebook.com/coelhomusic1 · coelho_music@msn.com · coelhomusic.com

Learn to Play
Piano  •  Drums  •   Violin  •  Guitar  •   Sax  •  Ukulele  •  And much more!

MUSIC LESSONS, INSTRUMENT SALES, SERVICE & ACCESSORIES

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment
& Crown

$2,200 SPECIAL 
(REG. $3,500)
CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION 

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DENTAL CARE
for the whole family!

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach

(805) 474-8100

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures 
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)

• Consultation

A $315 Value!

NEW Doctor NEW Patient
SPECIAL!

• Necessary X-Rays

$79

OVER 29 YEARS OF PRIVATE 
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

We accept 
payment 
plans

Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm

LOBERO THEATRE ENDOWMENT FOR  
AMERICAN ROOTS MUSIC

Brown Family Foundation, Harold P. McAlister Foundation, John C. Mithun Foundation, Towbes Fund for the 
Performing Arts, a field of interest fund of the Santa Barbara Foundation

LOBERO.ORG / 805.963.0761

SANTA 
BARBARA

A new show every year! 
It’s Magic! features an exciting lineup of top  

magicians performing incredible feats of  
sleight-of-hand and mind-boggling illusions. 

Ask about Family Pricing

14
Sat

Mar

TWO 
SHOWS
THIS 
SATURDAY!

Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo20

Fri

Mar

“It isn’t merely the grace and beauty of their singing 
that rivets the attention, but the sheer joy and love 

that emanates from their being.” – Paul Simon
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Welcome to Freedom

ALWAYS AMAZING.  
NEVER ROUTINE.

JOHN FOGERTY
MARCH 13  |  FRIDAY  |  8 PM

PRINCE ROYCE 
MARCH 14  |  SATURDAY  |  8 PM

BONNIE RAITT 
MARCH 20  |  FRIDAY  |  8 PM

NORM MACDONALD
& COLIN QUINN MARCH 21  |  SATURDAY  |  8 PM

Must be 21 years of age or older to attend. Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.

GET A  LITTLE MORE COLORFUL EVERY WEEK

arts
SantaMariaSun.com/art/
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All theater listings are as of Friday, March 13

BLOODSHOT
What’s it rated? PG-13
Where’s it showing? Stadium 14

NEWDave Wilson directs this sci-fi action film with Vin 
Diesel starring as Ray Garrison, a slain soldier 

brought back to life and outfitted with powers of reanimation, 
making him indestructible. Unbeknownst to him, he’s part of 
a secret project to carry out extrajudicial killings, though he 
believes he’s avenging his murdered wife. (109 min.)

—Glen Starkey

THE CALL OF THE WILD
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Matinee 
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc

PICK Chris Sanders (Lilo & Stitch, How to Train Your 
Dragon, The Croods) directs screenwriter Michael 

Green’s adaptation of Jack London’s classic novel about 
Buck, a St. Bernard and Scotch shepherd mix that’s stolen 
and sent north to Canada’s Klondike during the gold 
rush, where he’s forced to become a sled dog. After many 
adventures and terrible masters, Buck eventually teams up 
with John Thornton (Harrison Ford), to whom he develops a 
fierce loyalty. (100 min.)

—Glen

EMMA
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza

PICK Jane Austen’s comedic romantic novel, Emma, gets 
adapted to the big screen for the seventh time 

with Autumn de Wilde directing Eleanor Catton’s adaptation. 
It’s 19th century England, and well-meaning but selfish 
20-year-old Emma Woodhouse (Anya Taylor-Joy), a self-
styled matchmaker, goes about her days meddling in the 
affairs of those around her. 
 It turns out catching a catch and making the perfect 
match isn’t as easy as it might seem. 
 Adorned with satin ribbons, corsets, and jewels, Taylor-
Joy brings us this generation’s Emma Woodhouse, Jane 
Austen’s humorously clueless 20-year-old who considers 
herself to be quite the matchmaker. And yes, in this 2020 
adaptation of the classic novel, Emma Woodhouse is still 
just as handsome, clever, and rich as ever. 
 If you’re old enough to read a book or watch a movie, you 
probably know how this old story goes. Emma lives with her 
father in an enormous English manor just a few miles outside 
London in the early 19th century. She, who tends to think a 
little too fondly of her own abilities, often finds herself bored 
by the usual goings on of the tiny town where she lives. 
 But she, a natural social butterfly, has a knack for 
manipulation through pure charm, and she entertains 

Gavin O’Connor (Warrior, The Accountant) 
directs this sports drama written with Brad 
Ingelsby (Out of the Furnace, Run All Night) 

about an alcoholic former high school basketball 
star (Ben Affleck) who’s offered a coaching job at 
his alma mater. Can he confront his old demons, 
redeem himself, and lead his squad to victory? 
(108 min.)

Glen: It’s always tough watching someone 
self-destruct on film, and the early scenes of 
Jack Cunningham (Affleck) drinking his way 
through his days as a bridge construction 
worker and his nights erasing himself in his 
local dive bar are pretty depressing. We don’t 
even find out until half way through the film 
what’s driven him to such despair, and I won’t 
ruin it for you, but he’s got a pretty good reason 
to want to numb himself. When 
he’s asked by Father Edward 
Devine (John Aylward) to take 
over coaching his old Catholic 
high school basketball team, Jack 
is trying to make a team out of 
a group of misfit players on a 
failing squad. If you’re thinking, 
“I’ve seen this film before,” you 
absolutely have. It’s a tried-and-true plot and 
a familiar character arc, but with O’Connor at 
the helm and a very committed performance 
by Affleck, the film overcomes its predictability 
and delivers an engaging cinematic experience. 
O’Connor has a facility with sports movies 
having directed Miracle (2004), about the 1980 
U.S. Hockey team’s victory over the unbeatable 
Soviets, and Warrior (2011), the family drama 
centered on two brothers facing each other in 
a mixed martial arts contest. He knows how 
to film compelling sports sequences as well as 
capture potent emotional moments. The Way 
Back delivers.
Anna: Affleck has had his own personal 
problems with alcohol, so Jack’s darkness and 
struggles are ones the actor has shared to at least 
some degree. Jack’s life is repetitive and sad; 
he hides booze in his coffee cup to get through 
the workday and pounds beers at night just to 
pass out. He isn’t exactly a loner, but very much 
alone. He’s got friends at the bar who shuffle 
him home every night, a sister who cares but is 
incredibly frustrated, and an ex-wife who still 
has love for him despite their separation. When 
Father Devine offers the coach position to Jack, 
he proceeds to get drunk and practice all the 
ways he can say no, but perhaps a bit of divine 

intervention or 
residual Catholic 
guilt makes Jack 
take on the job in 
the end. His team 
is sad, too. In fact, 
the school hasn’t 
made it to the 
playoffs since Jack 
was a star on the 
team. The boys are 
a bit directionless, 
unfocused, and 
embarrassed 
by their terrible 
record. It sucks to 
lose all of the time! 
Assistant Coach Dan (Al Madrigal) is Jack’s 

right-hand man, but soon he 
senses something is amiss with 
Jack, and even though the team 
is now winning because of him, 
Dan can’t look away from the 
fact that the foulmouthed coach 
often smells like a distillery. 
When we learn the complicated 
truths of why Jack blacks the 

world out night after night, the character turns 
from just broken to heartbreakingly devastated 
at what life has handed him. It’s a sad film as 
well as triumphant, and instead of presenting 
some sort of a false tale of how basketball saved 
his life, we get a much more complicated, much 
more real look at what it truly takes to recover.
Glen: The film’s less than happy ending does 
add realism to the tale, which is propelled along 
by the women in Jack’s life. Their sympathy 
for him is palpable, as is their helplessness at 
inspiring him to be better. His sister, Beth 
(Michaela Watkins), is fed up with his drinking 
but understands it. She does all she can to keep 
him involved with her kids’ lives. Likewise, 
his ex-wife Angela (Janina Gavankar) tries to 
keep in touch with him, but she’s moving on 
with her life—something Jack’s incapable of. 
Part of his path to redemption is working with 
his players, in particular Brandon Durrett 
(Brandon Wilson), whose mother has died and 
whose father is too busy with his two younger 
sons to pay much attention to Brandon’s 
blooming basketball career, which is garnering 
interest from college scouts. Jack turns out to 
be an amazing coach who’s able to capitalize 
on his team’s weaknesses. They’re small but 
they have hustle, and they’re willing to work. 

As they begin winning, it’s impossible not to be 
excited about their underdog charge. Of course, 
this wouldn’t be much of a story if Jack simply 
redeemed himself and took his team to the 
championship. More setbacks are in store, but 
when the credits come to a close, you’ll know 
this story of personal loss, alcoholic despair, and 
an imperfect path to redemption hit all the right 
notes. It’s moving without being melodramatic 
or mawkish, and Affleck digs deep to make Jack 
a character worth rooting for.
Anna: Why Jack walked away from the game 
after high school also becomes more clear as 
he digs in deep with Brandon and we learn 
Jack’s own complicated relationship with his 
father. Angela tries to be supportive, but like 
you said—she’s moving on, and Jack doesn’t 
seem to have any interest in helping himself. 
Beyond that, he can be downright mean, and 
his wounds are never more at the surface than 
in those moments. Coaching has managed to 
give him some purpose, but the devil inside of 
him still weighs on him every day and ends up 
casting a dark shadow over the sparse happy 
moments he has. While this is a sports movie, 
its focus is a lot more personal than that. Of 
course we want the boys to win and for Jack to 
turn his life and team around, but life is messier 
than all of that, and this film doesn’t deny it. 
It isn’t all low lows; there’s some humor and 
tenderness as well. It’s clear Jack cares about 
the kids on the team more than he does about 
the game or even himself. Affleck gives quite a 
performance here, and this redemption story is 
worth a watch. m

Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior Staff 
Writer Glen Starkey and freelancer Anna Starkey. 
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

S U N S C R E E N @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

SUN SCREEN

Looking for the light

THE WAY BACK
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth, Anna? Matinee
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza

PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

UNDERDOGS: An alcoholic former high school basketball star (Ben Affleck) is offered a coaching job 
at his alma mater, but he must overcome his personal demons in order to succeed.

FILM REVIEWS continued page 30

Film Reviews

SCORING
FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing 
MATINEE ..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT ...........It’s worth a rental 
STREAM IT .....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

For more details: bit.ly/55Fiction

We accept entries to our annual 55 Fiction writing contest all year long.

Entries submitted by 5pm on June 11, 2020 will be considered for this 
year’s publications which will be out on July 9, 2020.

A brief story, fifty-five words or less, with  
a headline no longer than seven words.
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SBBOWL.COM     : SBBOWL

Bright Eyes has partnered with PLUS1 so that $1 from every ticket sold will go to 
the Florence Project and their work providing direct legal and social services for 
detained adults and children under threat of deportation. FIRRP.ORG

APRIL 15TH at 7pm

MAY 12TH at 7pm

MAY 6TH at 7pm

SUNDAY, MAY 24TH at 7pm

STICK FIGURE W/ COLLIE BUDDZ, THE MOVEMENT, IYA TERRA . . . . . . . . .MAY 29
JASON ISBELL + THE 400 UNIT W/ BILLY STRINGS . . . . . . . . . . . JUL 26
REBELUTION W/ STEEL PULSE, THE GREEN, KEZNAMDI. . . . . . . . . . . . . .AUG 16
JOHN LEGEND W/ THE WAR AND TREATY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 17

SBB_NT_200305_v2.indd   1 3/2/20   7:04 PM

- RELIABLE.
- NEVER PUTS YOU IN A JAM.
- LOVES TO SCAN, COPY & PRINT.

SHARE BIZHUB’S PROFILE
ULTREX.NET

Bizhub, C360i

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certifi cate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’99 & Older $15 extra, 
Vans & Motor Homes $20 extra. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 3/31/20

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

$3400
Regular Price $44.00

Appointments
937-5340

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   

Guadalupe City Hall, 918 ObispO street, (805) 343-2455
SÁBADO / SATURDAY, JAN 20  7 PM

Guadalupe City Hall, 918 ObispO street, (805) 343-2455
SÁBADO / SATURDAY, JAN 20  7 PM

Las puertas se abrirán a las 6:30 pm / Doors open 6:30 pm 
Habrá recepción después del espectáculo / Reception follows the performance

¡Entrada Gratuita! / FrEE

Las Cafeteras
SÁBADO, 14 DE MARZO / SATURDAY, MARCH 14

7 pm  Guadalupe City Hall, 918 ObispO street

/vivaelartesb

¡Viva el Arte de Santa Bárbara! is sponsored by Kath Lavidge & Ed McKinley, Audacious Foundation, Loren Booth, Anonymous, Russell 
Steiner, The Roddick Foundation, Audrey & Timothy O. Fisher, the National Endowment for the Arts, Monica & Timothy Babich, UCSB Office 
of Education Partnerships, The Stone Family Foundation, Linda Stafford Burrows, Marianne Marsi & Lewis Manring. Additional support 
comes from SAGE Publishing and The Marjorie Luke Theatre’s Dreier Family Rent Subsidy Fund. The program is supported in part by the 
Santa Barbara Independent, the Santa Maria SUN, El Latino CC, Radio Bronco, Entravision/Univision Costa Central, the Ramada Santa 
Barbara, Pacifica Suites, Best Western South Coast Inn, and the Santa Barbara Unified School District. Viva is co-presented by The Marjorie 
Luke Theatre, the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center and UCSB Arts & Lectures, in partnership with the Isla Vista School Parent Teacher Association.

¡Entrada Gratuita
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Hope Needs A Helping Hand.
Become a CASA volunteer.

CASA volunteers make a life-changing difference for children who have experienced abuse 
or neglect. Every year, more than 500 children in our community depend on our 310 
volunteers to speak up for their best interests. Learn how you can support CASA of Santa 
Barbara County and change a child’s story.

SBCASA.ORG

se habla español
805-868-0954

Winter Special:
$25 off any service
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herself by pairing off her friends, family members, and 
acquaintances. When she befriends Harriet (Mia Goth), a young 
girl living in a nearby school who sits several pegs below Emma 
on the unforgiving social ladder of the olden days, Emma sees a 
way to improve Harriet’s societal standing: marrying up. 

In brightly colored manors and 
in equally ornamental dresses, we 
watch as Emma, between sips of 
tea, amusingly and repeatedly fails 
to force Harriet into a romantic 
relationship, while clumsily 
stumbling into love herself.

Director de Wilde adds to 
the comedic and quirky tone of 
the film with color palettes and 
symmetry reminiscent of Wes 
Anderson, and pokes fun at the 
upper classes of the era with 
many of the characters’ strange 
eccentricities and silently annoyed 
servants peppered throughout.

Though Emma 2020 is 
generally engaging throughout, 
it’s not like laugh-out-loud funny 
for the most part. It’s certainly 
not as good as Clueless, the 1995 
valley girl version of Emma that, 
as we all know, is a masterpiece 
that deserves to go down in 

history as one of the best and most pure comedies of all time. 
(Don’t @ me!) But I thoroughly enjoyed this generation’s Emma.
 It’s cute. It’s fun. It’s entertaining. I felt good and happy 
once all was said and done and the credits were rolling. When I 
left the theater, I smiled as I thought of the ending, and I heard 
other audience members laughing as they talked it over. In this 

time of democratic decline and 
political polarization in America, 
what more could we as a nation 
really need? (124 min.)

—Kasey Bubnash

THE HUNT
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Stadium 14

NEWCraig Zobel (Z is for 
Zachariah) directs this 

horror thriller about 12 strangers 
who awaken in a field. They don’t 
know where they are or how they 
got there, but it soon becomes 
clear they’re part of a sick and 
twisted game. (89 min.)

—Glen

I STILL BELIEVE
What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Movies 
Lompoc, Parks Plaza, Stadium 14

NEWAndrew and Jon Erwin 
(I Can Only Imagine) co-direct this true-life romantic 

drama about Christian music star Jeremy Camp (K.J. Apa) and 
his romance with Melissa Henning (Britt Robertson), who is 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer. (115 min.)

—Glen

THE INVISIBLE MAN
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza

PICKWriter-director Leigh Whannell (Insidious 3, Upgrade) 
helms this new iteration of the H.G. Wells 1897 horror 

novel about a brilliant but disturbed scientist who develops 
a technique to render himself invisible. In Whannell’s version, 
the brilliant scientist is Adrian Griffin (Oliver Jackson-Cohen), 
abusive partner to Cecilia Kass (Elisabeth Moss). Cecilia—with 
the help of her sister, Alice (Harriet Dyer); their childhood friend, 
James Lanier (Aldis Hodge); and his teenage daughter, Sydney 
(Storm Reid)—escapes Adrian in the dead of night. Later, 
Adrian purportedly commits suicide and leaves Cecilia some of 
his fortune, but she begins to suspect his death was a hoax as 
strange events happen and lethal accidents befall those she 
loves most. Is she going insane, or is she being tormented by an 
invisible entity? (124 min.)

—Glen

ONWARD
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc, Parks 
Plaza

PICKDan Scanlon (Monsters University) directs Tom 
Holland and Chris Pratt as Ian and Barley Lightfoot, 

respectively, two teenage brothers on a magical quest to 
completely bring their deceased father back to life for a day.
 In true Disney Pixar fashion, the story isn’t just about 
casting spells and bringing back a loved one; it’s also about 
appreciating what you have. Sprinkle in a coming-of-age 
storyline, and Onward cohesively ties all of these morals 
together.
 The concept of losing a loved one, in this case a parent, 
might be new to the younger audience, so I recommend having 
a conversation with your child before going to the theater. The 
story heavily focuses on the sensitive subject and could result 
in some tears. Who am I kidding? You might need to pack some 
tissues in your pocket just in case.

Onward takes place in a world inhabited by mythical 
creatures—pixies, centaurs, elves—but the world itself has 

lost its enchantment. Instead of working hard and practicing a 
spell that will illuminate a home, the creatures eventually invent 
electricity. The technology might have made life easier, however, 
the magic that made these creatures so unique has faded.
 Fast-forward to the modern-day version of this world, and 
in a suburb of New Mushroomton lives Ian; his brother, Barley 
(Dungeons and Dragons-esque role-player); and their mom, 
Laurel (Julia Louis-Dreyfus).
 Ian is a gawky and shy teenager who’s afraid of merging 
onto the freeway and asking his classmates to his birthday 
party. On top of your average teenage anxiety, Ian is also 
navigating life without a father figure—his dad, Wilden (Kyle 
Bornheimer), died of an illness before he was born. On Ian’s 
16th birthday, Laurel gives her sons a gift that was left by 
their father. The boys uncover a magical staff, a rare gem, and 
a letter that has a visitation spell. With the gift and spell in 
hand, the boys could potentially resurrect their father; Ian wants 
nothing more than to know his dad.
 After repeated failed attempts to cast the spell by Barley, 
Ian picks up the staff and haphazardly casts the spell, but a 
combination of lack of confidence and the intensity of the magic 
only allows half of their father to come back, specifically his 
torso to his feet.
 The Lightfoot brothers must embark on a historical quest to 
bring back the second half of their father before the spell wares 
off.
 The story is lighthearted and funny, with plenty of room for 
tears, but the aspect of loss and appreciation for those who are 
still living is something that won’t fly over the heads of most 
young audiences.
 I read several reviews where critics felt the film didn’t break 
any Pixar boundaries or surpass anything that’s been done 
already. I think we could all learn something from Onward—
from one of the many morals of the story. Just because we 
have technology that makes things easier or visually advanced 
doesn’t mean it’s great overall. Why can’t we appreciate the 
visual aspect of the story and the meaning behind it? Why are 
we always searching for more when we have something great 
right in front of us? (102 min.)

—Karen Garcia

THE WAY BACK
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza

 See Sun Screen. ❍

Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer 
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

F I L M

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
When? 1995
What’s it rated? TV-PG
Where? Hulu, DVD, Blu-ray

It is a truth universally acknowledged 
that Pride and Prejudice is an 
unassailable classic.

 While there is no enjoyment like 
reading, if I can’t be reading the 
novel, the best way to traipse through 
Regency England is with Colin Firth. 
I ardently admire and love the 1995, 
six-hour BBC mini-series. It’s all about 
the details—details in the casting 
(Firth is the only Mr. Darcy for me), the 
costumes, the sets, the actors’ posture 
and delivery. Everything is thought out 
and executed with care and precision.
 This version, unlike most of the 

shorter adaptations, allows us to dwell 
in the narrative and ingest the nuances 
of Jane Austen’s witty, astute jabs at 
society and humanity in general. Yes, 
the characters’ manners are rather 
stiff to our modern eyes, but there is 
space to enjoy the palpable strength 
and authenticity of the female leads. 
There’s ample time to feel the conflicts 
within a society based on inheritance 
and fortune—we’re immersed in 
the Bennets’ situation, as they face 
destitution if their daughters don’t 
marry well.
 Even so, Elizabeth (Jennifer Ehle) 
has the strength of character to refuse 
insincere and unrequited marriage 
proposals—“... I had not known you a 
month before I felt that you were the 
last man in the world whom I could ever 
be prevailed on to marry”—and Jane 

(Susannah Harker) 
doesn’t simper or 
flirt to solicit such 
proposals, which 
would have benefited 
their parents.
     I’ve seen the 1995 
Pride and Prejudice
at least four or five 
times; when I’m 
home sick, this is 
what I want to watch 
all day. So when my 
10-year-old daughter 
recently finished the 
novel, we simply had 
to celebrate for six 

hours with a few fellow Austen fans. 
One friend brought over her Blu-ray 
version, and I admit I was skeptical of 
the difference it would make. I’d been 
happy watching Elizabeth spar with Mr. 
Darcy and roll her eyes at her mother 
(Alison Steadman) in old-school levels 
of clarity. I was wrong to doubt.
 We all commented at various times: 
“There’s a pattern on his tie!” “I can 
see the newsprint on the paper he’s 
reading!” “I never knew there was a 
floral design on her dress!”
 With new eyes, I watched Jane smile 
softly at Mr. Bingley (Crispin Bonham-
Carter) while his snobby sisters (Anna 
Chancellor and Lucy Robinson) snicker 
and approve of Mr. Darcy’s effort to 
break up the innocent lovers. I could 
see the varying hues of indignant 
flush on Elizabeth’s cheeks as she 
turns down Mr. Darcy and later as she 
stands up to Lady Catherine de Bourgh 
(Barbara Leigh-Hunt). And the subtle 
shades of Mr. Darcy’s growing affection 
for Elizabeth were all the more evident. 

Pride and Prejudice is a timeless gem, 
the 1995 film reveals its many facets, 
and the Blu-ray adds a 21st century 
polish. (six one-hour segments) ❍

—Andrea Rooks

BLASTBLAST
FROM THEFROM THE

PHOTO COURTESY OF HULU

FOOLS IN LOVE: In the 1995 BBC version of Pride 
and Prejudice, Colin Firth (left) is Mr. Darcy, a prideful 
bachelor in possession of a good fortune. He meets his 
match in Elizabeth Bennet (Jennifer Ehle, center), and 
wins the approval of Jane Bennet (Susannah Harker).

PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

UNKILLABLE: A soldier (Vin Diesel) with powers of reanimation is programmed to kill, in the 
sci-fi  action fi lm Bloodshot.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEVIN DOWNES PRODUCTIONS

LOVE AND DEATH: I Still Believe traces the true-life story of Christian music star Jeremy 
Camp (R.J. Apa, left) and his romance with Melissa Hennings (Britt Robertson), who is 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer.

FILM REVIEWS from page 27

World’s Best Barbecue
Steaks • Seafood • Ribs

Your Hosts: the Ostini Family

Reservations
always recommended

(805) 937 6151
A CENTRAL COAST TRADITION SINCE 1952

IN CASMALIA

- 65 -Amazing Years

Watch for some exciting
NEW SPECIALS & GIVEAWAYS

on our Facebook page

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of 
fries & small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

 Exp. 3/19/20 Exp.3/19/20

$5.98 + tax $5.06 + tax
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BY KASEY BUBNASH

W omen are often left out of 
clinical trials and studies 
in fi elds from medicine to 

city planning. The result is a world 
with buildings, cars, and medical 
procedures built with men in mind, 
making it generally less convienent for 
women to function in daily life. 
 One big reason for this, according 
to Kari Pilolla, an assistant professor in 
Cal Poly’s Food Science and Nutrition 
Department, is that women’s menstrual 
cycles add a somewhat unpredictable 
hormonal variable to consider when 
conducting a study, widening the 
margin of error and making reliable 
data more diffi cult to gather. 
 “It’s so much easier to work with men,” 
Pilolla told the Sun. “So that’s why I’m 
particularly interested in women. There’s 
not enough research into women.” 
 Little by little, Pilolla is working 
to change that. In partnership with 
faculty and students at Humboldt 
State University, Pilolla is helping to 
lead a study into the effects of regular 
strawberry consumption on the health 
of postmenopausal women, primarily 
in the heart and gut. 
 During the ReCHARGE with 
Strawberries clinical trial, participants 
are given a powdered strawberry 
supplement to mix into a drink each 
day for six weeks, and then they’re given 
a different supplement for another six 
weeks after that. One powder contains 
real strawberry compounds, Pilolla 
said, while the other is a placebo. 
 Researchers, including both staff and 

roughly 20 Cal Poly students so far, track 
participants for nearly fi ve months, and 
are involved in planning, budgeting, 
marketing, methods, testing—basically 
every piece of what it takes to run a 
research project, Pilolla said. 
 “These women who participate 
are impacting so many students,” 
she said. 
 Once they’ve made it through the 
program, participants are given a 
comprehensive analysis of the study’s 
impacts on their health, which Pilolla 
said could be incredibly helpful to 
their own journey post-menopause. 
 As women transition into and 
through menopause, their hormones 
change dramatically, and Pilolla said 
that can often lead to increased blood 
pressure and cholesterol. Menopause 
tends to be a confusing and turbulent 
time even without the heightened 
risk of serious health ailments, an 
experience that’s marred by lacking 
information, hot fl ashes, and 
sometimes severe mood swings. 
 Strawberries contain compounds 
that Pilolla and her students think 
could lower cholesterol levels and 
improve gut health, both of which they 
think could work together to improve 
heart and liver health. Strawberries also 
just so happen to be one of the most 
commonly eaten berries in the U.S., 
and one of the most important crops 
on the Central Coast and in California. 
 Pilolla said that if she and her 
students can make even one small part 
of the transition through menopause 
easier, possibly through a fruit that 
most people love to eat, she’d be happy. 

 “We want to give them a better 
quality of life,” she said. 
 Research into the gut, and its 
connections and impacts on the rest 
of the body, is exploding right now, 
and nutrition in general is a fi eld 
that’s constantly changing. That’s 
partially why Cal Poly senior Karli 
McCarthy has always been drawn to 
applied nutrition—her major—and 
that’s why she wanted to get involved 
in this study. She likes the hands-on 
nature of clinical research and how 
scientifi c studies broaden the world’s 
understanding of everything. 
 As an undergraduate student, 
McCarthy has played a key role in 
conducting the ReCHARGE with 
Strawberries study, and she plans to 
continue her work with the program 
as a grad student next year. She’s 
learned a lot through this work, she 
said, and she hopes to use the study 
as her thesis project. 
 “It’s really rewarding,” she told 
the Sun. ❍

New Times Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash 
is all about strawberries. Send your 
food ideas to the editor clanham@
santamariasun.com. 

Nibbles & Bites
 • Nagy Wines invites locals to sip 
a glass of wine and learn to paint a 
sunset scene on canvas, March 12 from 
7 to 9:30 p.m at the winery’s Orcutt 
tasting room. Laura Cherry will give 
instructions on how to paint Palms, a 

landscape of palm trees set against a 
vibrant sky, on canvas. All instructions 
and materials are included, as well as a 
glass of wine to enjoy while you paint. 
The event costs $40 per person, $36 for 
wine club members. Purchase tickets 
at nagywines.com/events/paint-night-
with-laura-cherry to reserve your spot—
according to organizers, this is a popular 
event, and space is limited. Wine Club 
members should contact (805) 286-7228 
or email info@nagywines.com to RSVP 
and get the discounted pricing. The 
tasting room is located at 145 S. Gray St., 
suite 103, Orcutt. 
 • Zaca Mesa Winery invites locals 
to learn how to blind taste like a 
sommelier on March 21. Join the 

winery’s certifi ed sommelier, Garrett 
Black, and assistant winemaker Randy 
Gardenhire for an informational 
tasting on how to use sight, smell, and 
taste to fi gure out what’s in your glass. 
The ticket price ($60, $50 for wine club 
members) includes small bites and a 
comprehensive wine tasting. Contact 
Taylor at (805) 688-9339, Ext. 320, 
or taylor@zacamesa.com to reserve 
a spot. The winery is located at 6905 
Foxen Canyon Road, Los Olivos. Learn 
more at zacamesa.com. ❍

Associate Editor Andrea Rooks wants to 
try painting while tasting blind. Send 
blindfolds, paint, and a glass of wine 
to arooks@newtimesslo.com.

Berries on trial
Cal Poly study focuses on women and strawberries 
to look at impact on heart and gut health

ReCHARGE your health
 ReCHARGE with Strawberries researchers are 
still looking for several postmenopausal women 
willing to participate in this study. If you’d like to get 
involved, contact Kari Pilolla at kpilolla@calpoly.
edu or the program at recharge@calpoly.edu. You 
can also call (805) 756-1175 or visit secureforms.
calpoly.edu/recharge for more information. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KARI PILOLLA

HANDS-ON: Cal Poly student Karli McCarthy works with a participant of the ReCHARGE with Strawberries clinical study, which is taking a close look at whether 
and how strawberries positively impact health in postmenopausal women. 

FILE PHOTO

BERRY POWER: Do strawberries have the potential to make women healthier? A study at Cal Poly aims 
to fi nd out, and they’re looking for volunteers. 

E A T S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O M

FOOD

FILE PHOTO

RECHARGED: Focusing on 
heart and gut health, a study 
at Cal Poly aims to determine 
the effects of strawberries 
on postmenopausal women. 
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SERVING 
PATRICIO’S 

PIZZA

NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Same  
Great  
Pizza!

Same Great Taste!

Featuring
Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com

Wood Fired, Artisan, 
Gourmet Pizzas

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.623.7111 
belloforno.com

EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS

Voted BEST Pizzeria  
2 years straight!

Reserve your spot + planning kit. Call today!

805-712-1350

� is is an educational workshop, no products will be sold. No Agents/Brokers/Advisors Permitted. Je�  Guiltinan is licensed in AZ, CA and PA. CA License #OC25554. 
� is presentation is most appropriate for those between the ages of 55-75 looking for strategies on how to “protect” their retirement nest eggs. 

Presented by ALL AMERICAN ADVISORS

FREE SOCIAL SECURITY
WORKSHOP

FREE CLASS on Social Security Bene� ts 
& Claiming Strategies!

Come learn how you could be losing thousands in retirement bene� ts.  
Find out how changes by the Secure Act of 2020 a� ect your IRA & 401(k).

3/18 + 3/19
6:00 pm

3/25
6:00 pm

3/26  
6:00 pm

Allan Hancock Lompoc
Building 1, Room 202

Allan Hancock Lompoc
Building 1, Room 202

Allan Hancock Santa Maria
Room C-40

CLASS DATES LOCATION

CA Lic. #OC25554

The Santa Maria Valley Discovery 
Museum Blasts into Outer Space 
with the installation of our NEW 
Celestial Ceiling!
Coming Late March 2020!

The Santa Maria Valley Discovery 
Museum Blasts into Outer Space 

705 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, CA 93454  805 928-8414
smvdiscoverymuseum.org  Tues–Sat 10–5, Sun 12–4

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt, CA
(805) 937-1871

Restaurant and Bakery
Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm

Sun: 7am–8pm

Suite C · Orcutt, CA

Happy 
St. Patrick’s 

Day!

Locally owned and operated
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Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate Kate Ferguson

NMLS # 328481 |  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7203 |  Cell  (805)  331-6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
NMLS # 633243 |  Senior  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7205 |  Cell  (805)  310-3157
mestrada@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/mestrada

YOUR HOME LOAN SOURCE
Patr ick Chandler
NMLS # 632885 |  Sales Manager
Office  (805)  361-7202 |  Cell  (805)  588-2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/pchandler

loanDepot.com, LLC  NMLS ID 174457.  Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act CRMLA 4131040. (042319 201416)

2605 S  Mi l l e r  S t  S te  106  Santa  Mar ia ,  CA  93455

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria
www.WhyUSAProperties.net

(805) 922-0660

 2229 Fallen Leaf, 
Santa Maria, CA

Beautifully remodeled Lake Marie home just shy of 2 acres at 1.95 acres. Wake up to views of the hills and vineyards . So many 
options from pool and tennis court. granny unit , small private vineyard for the home winemakers. Enjoy the low electricity 
bill averaging $11 a month paid annually. There is an optional club membership available for Lake Marie Clubhouse with pool 
and bbq area.$897,999  (FA222)

1701 S. Thornburg 
#97, Santa Maria, CA

Cute and clean, charming home in La Maria Mobile home park. Move in condition . This cozy little home has a covered carport 
and shed for all your gardening supplies or extra storage. Excellent location in the back of the park with close proximity to the 
clubhouse with renovated pool and spa area. There is also a sauna located in the clubhouse. This is a well maintained 55+ 
senior park and a wonderful community. $25,000 (TH170)

3965 Rigel, 
Lompoc

Exclusive listing. Opportunity is Knocking!!! This 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home is warm and inviting.  Featuring laminate 
fl ooring throughout, remodeled bathrooms, granite countertops  in the kitchen... this is a must see!! $409,990 (RI396)

Open House Sunday the 15th from 
noon-3:00 on Rigel

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANTS!
COMMERCIAL

924 E. Main St., Santa Maria
*1731 sq.ft. of office space
   $2,795/mo + $2,795/dep

Detached garage 
included in lease. 

Plenty of parking space.  
Completely remodeled inside.

ORCUTT
193 Patterson Road

1bd, 1ba, $1300/mo. rent,
$1300 sec. dep. Upstairs unit, 

no garage, washer & dryer hook ups inside.
1224 Navajo

4 Bedroom
2 Bath

$2200 rent 
$2200 deposit

SANTA MARIA 
500 N. Thornburg #A

1 bed, 1 bath
$1250 rent/$1250 sec.dep.

500 N. Thornburg #B
$1300 rent

$1300 deposit
1-car garage

609 N Benwiley #C
$695 rent

$695 depositHighway Trailer Park
1022 N. Broadway

*22 individual Spaces Available
$1275/month each space

*Security Deposit Needed*
RV Parking only
Rent Includes: 

Utilities(water, sewer, community garbage bins, 
425 kilowatts of electricity per month)

Use of Restrooms
Use of assigned mailbox

Allowed to park 2 vehicles 
with in the rented space.

GUADALUPE
4463 Jalama Drive

3bd, 2.5ba, 2-car garage
Brand new Pasadera Homes
1,856 sq.ft. $2600/mo. rent

$2600 sec. dep. Available NOW.

Open Houses
ARROYO GRANDE

831 FAIR OAKS AVE, 5BD, 3BA, $667,000, Fri ? 
Cancelled if Rain, Auer Real Esate, 805-801-6694, 
Brenda Auer, #01310530

ATASCADERO

4200 TRAFFIC WAY, 2BD, 1BA, $420,000, Sat 1-3, 
Century 21 Hometown Realty, 805-441-9612, Brian 
Wolf, 00874459

GROVER BEACH

121 GRANDVIEW, 5BD, 5BA, 793000, Sat & Sun 
11-3 Cancelled if Rain, Auer Real Estate, 805-801-6694, 
Brenda Auer, #01310530

  1461 BRIGHTON AVE, 4BD, 2.5BA, $625,000, Sat 
? Cancelled if Rain, Auer Real Estate, 805-801-6694, 
Brenda Auer, #01310530

LOS ALAMOS

640 FOXEN LN, 3BD, 2BA, $1,179,000, Sun 
2-4, Berkshire Hathaway Home Services California 
Properties, 805-698-9902, Suzy Ealand, RE#01766178

  620 FOXEN LN, 4BD, 3BA, $995,000, Sun 11-1, 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services California 
Properties, 805-698-9902, Suzy Ealand, RE#01766178

MORRO BAY

305 ARBUTUS, 3, 3, 1105000, Sat 11-2, Paul Nagy, 
805-235-4131, Paul Nagy, SL01877887

NIPOMO

775 DEREK CT, 4BD, 3BA, $699,000, Sat 12-3, EXP 
Realty Of California Inc, 559-360-1428, Dylan Anderson, 
RE#01878277

SAN LUIS OBISPO

3087 LIVORNO CIR, 3BD, 2.5BA, $810,000, Sat 
12-3 Sun 12-3, Midland Pacifi c Homes, 831-238-4053 
or 805-712-3266, Debi or Amy, 01856543

  3072 CALLE MALVA, 3BD, 2.5BA, $715,000-
$827,000, Sat 11-4 Sun 11-4, Midland Pacifi c Homes, 
831-238-4053 or 805-712-3266, Debi or Amy, 
01856543

  1654 OCEANAIRE DR, SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, 
3BD, 2BA, $680,000, Sat 12-4, Sun 12-4, Richardson 
Properties, 805-400-9677, Aaron Young, 01992943

SANTA YNEZ

3621 MONTEBELLO ST, 3BD, 2.5BA, 985,000, Sat 
1-3, Sun 1-3, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 805-
448-7500, Laura Drammer, RE#01209580

  3920 INDIAN WAY, 5BD, 7.5BA, $3,895,000, Sun 
1-3, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 805-448-
7500, Laura Drammer, RE#01209580

SOLVANG

1241 SAWLEAF LN, 3BD, 2BA, $906,000.00, Sat 
12-2, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, 805-448-
7500, Laura Drammer, RE#01209580

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

Follow us on Instagram

@SantaMariaSun
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HOUSEHOLD

FOR SALE: ALMOST 
NEW COSTCO 

COUCH
Black Leather, Turns into bed, 
8 feet long. In SLO. Asking 
$215. Call 760-872-7264

Happy 
St. Patrick’s Day

Centrally
grown

Locally
Owned

SLO County #1 Cannabis

Retailer is now offering

Delivery& Express Pickup at

nhcdispensaries.com

998 Huston Street in  Grover Beach

21+ Adult Use with ID    18+ with Medical Recommendation 
License #: C10-0000388-LIC

P (805) 201-1498

W nhcdispensaries.com

New extended hours

7am-9pm Daily!

15% off first purchase
m u s t p r e s e nt  th i s  ad

— Coming Soon —
slo + morro bay

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

CLASSIC CARS 
WANTED

• CA$H ON THE SPOT
• All cars, trucks, SUVs

• We come to you!

$ CALL DANNY $$ CALL DANNY $

SELL YOUR RV!

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs

• We come to you!

VEHICLES WANTED

FREE!
Submit Your Open House Listings

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
Mondays by 5pm

Go to: newtimesslo.com/
sanluisobispo/openhousesubmission/page

ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

CLASSFIEDS!

(805) 347-1968

classifieds@

santamariasun.com
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Make your 
reservation.
Menus – the Central Coast’s 
ultimate food & drink guide
Join us as we cater to the Central Coast’s food and libation 

seeking readers in Menus.

50,000 copies of this full color, glossy magazine are 

distributed to over 500 strategic locations throughout 

San Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties.

67%
OF OUR READERS FOLLOW 

OUR WEEKLY FOOD COLUMNS

89%
OF OUR READERS DINE OUT 

ONE TO THREE TIMES 
A WEEK OR MONTH

50,000
MENUS CIRCULATION

ADVERTISING@NEWTIMESSLO.COM • 805.546.8208 ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM • 805.347.1968

MENUS IS DISTRIBUTED TO LOCATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE CENTRAL COAST
• SHOPPING CENTERS  • CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

• HOTELS  • WINERIES  • RECREATION AREAS 

•  HIGH TRAFFIC AREAS, INCLUDING MANY 
NEW TIMES AND SUN RACKS

Contact your sales rep today!

NEW
Full Color, 

Glossy Magazine 
Format!

MENUS
FEATURE DEADLINE: 3-13-20 

AD DEADLINE: 3-20-20

4-2-20

PUBLICATION DATE
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EPIC MASSAGE 
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

1 HR. MASSAGE
Just $40! 

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchfl owers.net
4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA805-925-8711 • 734-4355

www.oconnorpest.com

805-925-8711 • 734-4355
www.oconnorpest.com

SPECIAL $49 Monthly Service
General Pest Service Only.  Gophers & Rodents Excluded.

One Year Term Minimum.  Homes up to 3,000 sq. ft.

Look for the ANT on the Door
Free Gopher & Rodent Estimtes

Same Day Service M-F
wwwww.oconnorpest.com

Got Gophers? Call Us

115 W
 C

la
rk A

ve., O
rcu

tt • 332-3152
115 W

 O
cea

n
 A

ve., L
om

poc • 430-8396M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors

risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

Rising Sun

 •  • 
Karate • Karate • 

N E W  C L A S S  T I M E S 
O F F E R E D !

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for 
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

SUSHI 805

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
460 W. Grand Ave.

Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C, 
Lompoc 

(805)736-8899

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

•  New 
Tax 
Laws 

•  Lower 
Prices 

ARE YOU READY?

Sharon Silveira “The Tax Consultants” 
116 S College Drive, Santa Maria 

CALL TODAY 805.922.0424

 FREE DRINK w/ service 
(805) 878-1556

107 W. Park, Ste 105
Santa Maria 

Mon–Thurs 9am–7pm
Fri 8am–8pm

Sat & Sun 9am–5pm 

FREE Eyebrow Clean-Up
 with $20 Haircut

CELEBRATING
15 YEARS!

 STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.

*Diamond
Plus

Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 4 years in a row!

SKILLED NURSING CARE
Country Oaks Care Center – A name you can trust

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators 
830 East Chapel Street • Santa Maria • 805-922-6657

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators 

Award-Winning Care 
with Award-Winning 

Commitment

John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators 

Award-Winning Care Voted Best 
Senior Living 
Community

reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.comreserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.comreserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com
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reserve your space 
today 

805.347.1968


