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AT THE MOVIES

The Gentlemen is
chaotic fun [22]

Challenge accepted
A Lompoc teen makes her way through the Grizzly Youth Academy [10]
BY KAREN GARCIA • PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

NEWS

The county wants
more recreation [7]

ARTS

See the stars
in Solvang [20]

EATS

Thank your server,
please! [24]
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or this week’s cover story, New Times Staff Writer Karen
Garcia introduces you to one of the 222 cadets who
called the Grizzly Youth Academy home for the last six
months of 2019. The Lompoc teen mom volunteered
to attend the program, a partnership between the California
National Guard and the Grizzly Challenge Charter School,
HER DECISIONS: Stephanie Recio-Soltero,
as a way to change the direction her life was headed. She saw
19, never thought she would finish
that she needed help to get back on track, so she enrolled.
high school, let alone the Grizzly Youth
Garcia followed the cadet’s journey through the military-style
Academy program. But she urges others
program designed to get students back to where they need to be to ask for help when they need it and to
never give up.
academically and build life skills [10].
Also this week, read about what the county wants to do for
recreation [7] , where to gander at the Milky Way during the day [20] , a trip to bounce the day
away [21] , and an ode to local waiters, waitresses, bussers, and bartenders [24].
Camillia Lanham
editor
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Petunia

Pretty Petunia has a great smile.
She loves her walks and playing
with her dog friends in playgroups.
Kennel life is starting to stress sweet
Petunia. Come and meet her today!

Stop by any one of our three
shelters to find your furever friend:

548 W. Foster · Santa Maria
1501 W. Central · Lompoc
5473 Overpass Rd · Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter
548 W. Foster Road, Santa Maria
This ad is sponsored by the
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NEW LAW JAN. 1, ACT NOW!

Attorney Advertising

ABUSED
by CLERGY in
CALIFORNIA?
DO YOU KNOW THESE MEN?

Joseph B.
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Edward J.
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Dolan

Jesus Jesse
Dominguez

Francis
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Donald
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Albert Joseph
Duggan
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Dunne
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Michael Andre Moody
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Francisco Javier Perez
Joseph Puthenkandam
Celestine Quinlan
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George
Foley
William Roper
Dorian G. Rowe
Joseph Francis Ryan
Juan Francisco Sanchez
Emmett Gilroy Schaller

If you have information regarding alleged abuse or its cover-up involving these men, CONTACT US.

Contact us confidentially

11812 San San Vicente Blvd, Suite 503
Los Angeles, CA 90049

1-800-ITS-TIME
AndersonAdvocates.com
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SPOTLIGHT 7

BRIEFS
Political Watch
• On Jan. 23 Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham
(R-San Luis Obispo) introduced legislation that
attempts to address California’s statewide teacher
shortage. According to a statement from Cunningham’s
office, Assembly Bill 1982 removes “unnecessary”
barriers that prevent people from entering the
profession. Under this bill, people would no longer have
to take the California Basic Educational Skills Test if
they earned a B or better in college-level courses that
cover the test’s three major topics: reading, writing,
and math. “California’s teacher shortage affects
school districts of every size, everywhere in the state,”
Cunningham said. “Given the shortage, we should be
reducing barriers to entry into the profession. The state
shouldn’t needlessly force successful college students
to take a costly test that serves more as a wall than a
gate.” According to the statement from Cunningham’s
office, the Assembly Education Committee will discuss
the bill in the spring.
• During a National Association of Home Builders
conference in Las Vegas on Jan. 23, the Environmental
Protection Agency and Army Corps of Engineers
announced a rule that redefines what are considered
“waters of the United States.” Under the Navigable
Waters Protection Rule, some water bodies, such as
ephemeral streams—where water only flows at certain
times of the year because of storms or snowmelt—
will lose federal safeguards. California Farm Bureau
Federation President Jamie Johnson applauded the
decision in a press release that states the previous
rule defining “waters of the United States” led to
confusion and litigation for farmers. “The new rule
promises clear guidelines to help farmers maintain and
improve water quality while retaining the flexibility they
need to manage their land,” Johnson said. However,
environmentalists and other opponents have pushed
back on this new rule. California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra said a large portion of state’s surface water will
lose federal protection under this rule. “This irrational,
ill-conceived rule is yet another attempt by the Trump
administration to dismantle the critical environmental
protections upon which we all rely,” Becerra said.
“Today’s announcement is an unlawful assault on the
Clean Water Act, and we’re prepared to take action.”
• During its Jan. 21 meeting, the Santa Maria City
Council issued a proclamation recognizing Jan. 20 to
26 as Respect for Life Week. The proclamation states,
“It is imperative that residents of the community defend
human life at all ages and conditions of dependency,
and protect the disabled, the handicapped, and those
defenseless in every way.” According to a staff report
from the meeting, the Central Coast Citizens for Family
and Life requests the city to issue this proclamation
every year. “The organization operates with the mission
that human life is sacred, from conception to natural
death,” the staff report states. The city’s mayor
introduces proclamations, which don’t require a City
Council vote or discussion.
• Lompoc City Councilmember Gilda Cordova will
serve as Lompoc’s mayor pro tempore throughout 2020.
Mayor Jenelle Osborne nominated Cordova during the
council’s Jan. 21 meeting. The City Council unanimously
approved the nomination. The city’s mayor pro tempore
acts on behalf of the mayor when the mayor is absent.
This is Cordova’s first time serving in this position after
joining City Council in January 2019. The other three
council members have served as mayor pro tempore at
least once, with Councilmember Dirk Starbuck filling
the role last year. m

PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

Santa Maria begins riverbed
restoration project
The city of Santa Maria is cleaning up the
riverbed east of Highway 101 prior to beginning a
new program aimed at educating residents about
the types of plants and animals found in the area.
City Recreation Services Manager Dennis
Smitherman said that California State Parks
awarded the city a roughly $40,000 grant late last
year for the city to create a Ranch to River Nature
Program. Through this program, the city hopes
to highlight the stark difference in the plants,
animals, and geology of Los Flores Ranch Park
compared to the Santa Maria Riverbed.
“We’re looking to offer field trips for schools,
guided nature walks, and outdoor activities so
people can learn and be excited about the nature
in our area,” Smitherman said.
To complete this project, the city is removing
overgrown shrubs, invasive plants, and garbage
from a roughly 150-acre area of the riverbed east
of Highway 101. The city purchased this land in
2009 to be able to offer this sort of programming,
Smitherman said. A few years later, the city placed
more than 30 nature markers along walking trails
in the riverbed with information about native
plants and animals.
Removing the overgrown shrubs and invasive
plants will allow the native plants in the riverbed
to flourish and stand out in the spring, which is
when the city hopes to begin this new program.
Smitherman said that after the cleanup work
is finished in a few weeks, the city plans to
determine whether or not it needs to complete any
new planting.
“With the overgrowth, some of the invasive
species have choked native plants out,”
Smitherman said. “After removing invasive
species and doing trimming out there, we
anticipate with a good spring we’ll have a good
venue for activity and events.”
In addition to removing invasive plants and
garbage, the city requested all people living in the
riverbed to leave the area while the restoration
work is being completed. As officials notified
homeless individuals to vacate the riverbed, the
city tried to connect them with social service
agencies in the area.
While asking people to leave, Smitherman
said the city didn’t count the number of people
it encountered in the riverbed. However, Santa
Maria Police Lt. Russell Mengel told the Sun
earlier this month that when a Santa Barbara
County Sheriff’s Office helicopter recently flew
over the riverbed, officials identified more than 20
homeless camps—not all of which are within the
city’s jurisdiction.
“We knew it was there,” Mengel said. “We just
didn’t know the extent of it.”
—Zac Ezzone

Ag commissioner talks
cannabis, pesticide issues
During the county Planning Commission
meeting on Jan. 22, Santa Barbara County
Agricultural Commissioner Cathy Fisher
presented the findings of a working group that
was charged with identifying solutions to issues
some farmers have encountered when applying
pesticides to crops near cannabis farms.
The root of the issue stems from the strict
state-mandated testing that cannabis undergoes
prior to being sold to consumers, Fisher said.
Cannabis products are tested at laboratories for
66 pesticide ingredients. If even small traces of
these ingredients are found on the cannabis, the
products cannot be sold.
“I don’t know why [the state] chose these 66
active ingredients,” Fisher said. “Some of them
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PLANT RESTORATION: The city of Santa Maria is trimming overgrown shrubs, removing invasive plants, and cleaning up garbage from
the riverbed prior to beginning a new educational program in the spring.

are actually organic materials. Some of them are
actually quite benign.”
Because of these testing requirements,
some avocado, citrus, and other farmers in the
county—especially in Carpinteria—are finding it
difficult to hire pesticide applicators to spray their
farms. Fisher said these business operators are
concerned that they would be held accountable
for any pesticides that may drift over and
contaminate nearby cannabis farms.
As a result, some farmers have switched to
different pesticides that aren’t on the state’s list of
66 ingredients. But Fisher said farmers are finding
that these materials are less effective and need to
be applied more frequently, which has led to crop
damage and increased production costs.
To find solutions to some of these issues,
Fisher’s office assembled a working group of 11
people from the cannabis, traditional agriculture,
and pesticide application industries. This group
met five times over a three-month period near the
end of last year.
Through these discussions the group developed
two documents with recommendations aimed
at helping all industries coexist. “Best Practices
for Pesticide Applications” includes various
suggestions that could help offset the risk of
pesticide drift, and “Who Are My Neighbors?”
includes ideas that help foster better relationships
between adjacent farmers. Both documents are
available on the Agricultural Commissioner
Weights and Measures Department website.
The first document suggests traditional
agricultural farmers could select pesticides not on
the state’s list of 66 ingredients and install temporary
screens or fences when spraying, among other ideas.
For cannabis farmers, the document recommends
they protect their plants with crop blankets and
perimeter screening when necessary.
The second document emphasizes the
importance of adjacent farmers communicating
with each other about various topics, including
pesticide spray and harvest schedules as well as the
pesticides being applied to the crops.
Fisher told the Planning Commission
that the working group didn’t develop these
recommendations to be adopted as regulations
or added as conditions to new cannabis
cultivation permits.
“These two documents have been created by
the working group as a resource of guidelines and
suggestions for growers and cannabis neighbors to
consider,” Fisher said.
—Zac Ezzone

Guadalupe to meet housing
needs and keep on building
The city of Guadalupe is on track to exceed its
housing goals set by the state through 2027.
Contract Planning Director Larry Appel said
this could be due to the small number of units the
city was given. According to Guadalupe’s 201927 Housing Element, the city needs to add 50
housing units total—less than half of which need
to target extremely low to low-income housing—
to its stock, while Appel said Santa Maria needs to
build 4,001 units.
“In Guadalupe, we are well on our way to meeting
and exceeding that requirement just with the three
apartment projects that are under construction
right now,” Appel said. “From an affordable housing
standpoint, the city is in really good shape.”
Peoples’ Self-Help Housing is in the process
of constructing 38 units of affordable housing.
The other projects Appel’s referring to include a
34-unit complex on Pioneer Street that could be
used for farmworker housing as well as a 12-unit
complex on 11th Street. Although the latter two
projects aren’t specifically earmarked as affordable
housing, Appel said the price that apartments
rent for in Guadalupe is much lower than those in
other areas along the coast.
The Escalante Meadows housing project slated
for 11th Street will also add to the city’s affordable
housing stock. Proposed by the Housing
Authority of the County of Santa Barbara, the
project plans to replace 52 units of existing
housing with 80 units of multi-family housing.
The city is accepting comments on the project’s
proposed mitigated negative declaration for
impacts through Feb. 10, and it’s scheduled to go
before the City Council on Feb. 25.
Larry Deese, a senior project planner with the
Housing Authority, said the units currently on
site have reached the end of their useful life and
need to be replaced. Built as part of the federal
government’s big public housing push in the 1950s
and 1960s, Deese said the Housing Authority is in
the process of doing the same with all of its similar
housing units in the county.
“They’re very old. They’re made out of cinder
block. They’re cold and damp, no insulation, no
energy efficiency,” Deese said. “These buildings
are economically obsolete, meaning they’ve past
their usefulness, and to throw more money at them
would not solve the problem ... and so we tear them
down and replace them and fit the needs of the
existing community.”
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OIN OUR FAMILY AT JOHNSON FAMILY DENTAL TODAY!
Full-Service Dental Care in Santa Maria!
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Get everything in one place, including Orthodontics!
Yes! Most all insurance is accepted
Extended hours and same-day emergency appointments
Smile now, pay later - 0% financing
Save 20 to 40% on all dental services with
the OneSmile Dental Plan1

805-688-9999
Solvang Office
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Get Started

FREE Exam retail price $124 (ADA Code 150). Digital X-rays retail price
$186 (ADA Code 210). New cash patients only. There may be future costs
based on diagnosis.
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$

$

Dental Implant Special

Get Started Braces

Does not include crown, abutment or bone graft. Does not apply to
past purchases. There may be future costs based on diagnosis.

$99 “Get Started” Braces 2.9% APR on approved credit.
Average estimated cost of $6,351 based on standard 24-month
case (does not include finance charges or any other discounts).
Valid on new, standard orthodontic cases only.

Reg. $2,400

ALL Offers are subject to change, cannot be combined and treatment must be rendered by 3/31/20. See office for complete details. Valid on non-covered services only. Johnson Family Dental
complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. All rights reserved. All rights reserved. ©2020
Steven G. Johnson Dental Corporation, Steven G. Johnson, DDS. All rights reserved.

1. The OneSmile Dental Plan (OSDP) is not insurance.

This is a licensed discount medical plan. OSDP provides discounts at certain
healthcare providers for dental services. OSDP does not make payments directly to the providers of dental services. You (member) will be required to pay for all health care or dental services
but will receive a discount from those health care providers who have contracted with The CDl Group, Inc. Members will have 45 days after the effective date of enrollment to cancel their plan
and receive a refund of their enrollment fee if they have not utilized the plan. OSDP is administered by discount medical plan organization The CDI Group, Inc., located at 601 Daily Dr., Suite 215

Test Your
Inner Strength

Mon–Thurs 4am–11pm
Friday 4am–10pm
Saturday 7am–8pm
Sunday 7am–6pm

2015 S Broadway B, Santa Maria • 805-348-1888
Email: wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, flexible
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study
Solvang Center: Grades 6-12
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5
Orcutt Learning Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5
Bringing the best together for student success! | www.fpcharter.org | (805) 348-3333

Cold and flu season
got you down?
Our Med Plus Urgent Care Centers are conveniently located in Orcutt on Clark Avenue
and on Depot Street just off McCoy Lane. We offer X-ray on-site, and expert doctors and
clinicians are available Monday through Saturday, with no appointment needed.

Santa Maria

Orcutt

Med Plus Central Coast
2271 S. Depot St.
Santa Maria, CA 93455

Med Plus Orcutt
1102 E. Clark Ave., Suite A
Santa Maria, CA 93455

805.922.0561

805.332.8185

Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Saturdays 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

dignityhealth.org/medplus
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Lucia Mar school board
member pushes for
shorter winter break

According to project documents, the Housing
Authority project would be able to house up to
299 more people than the site does now. However,
residents currently living on-site will be displaced
once the demolition and construction process
begins. Deese said the the Housing Authority has
plans to find alternative housing for displaced
residents as well as provide sufficient funds to
assist with moving expenses.
It’s too early in the process to know how many
residents will be displaced and where they will go,
Deese said, but those residents will be first in line
when the new housing comes online.
In addition to building new housing units, the
Housing Authority has a community, child care,
and health care center planned for the complex.
Although the doctors and care providers aren’t
decided on yet, Deese said that by providing the
space, they’re hoping to fill it with exactly what
the community needs.
“As a partner to the community, which we
are as a public agency ... we have an obligation
to, you know, serve as more than just a roof over
their heads. ... It turns out in that area, there is a
need for day care and some other health services,”
Deese said. “We’re interested in health and
education. Those are the two things that are most
in demand in Guadalupe.”
—Camillia Lanham

Humane society leader steps
down amid merger talks
For every $25 deposit into a 12-month
Save to Win share certificate, you’ll be entered
into a monthly and quarterly prize drawing
for a chance to win up to $5,000
(up to 10 entries per month).
Earn generous dividends as you save
for next year’s vacation, annual
expenditures or holiday gifts.

OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY
AT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH
or learn more at sesloc.org/save-to-win
$25 minimum opening deposit. See rates at sesloc.org/rates.

805.543.1816

SESLOC.ORG

VISIT US IN SANTA MARIA AT

2506 SOUTH BROADWAY
Limit one Save to Win Share Certificate per consumer member. The account is not available to businesses, including
sole proprietors, trusts and organizations. Consumer member must be 18 years or older and a resident of California
to participate in the Save to Win Savings Promotion. No purchase necessary. 12-month Share Certificate account will
automatically renew upon maturity. Early withdrawal incurs a penalty fee, with a limit of one withdrawal per 12-month
term. Must maintain an average daily balance of $25 for the account to remain open. Winners agree to permit SESLOC FCU to use their likeness in promotional or their materials. Membership in good standing required for all Credit
Union benefits. See the Member Account Agreement and Disclosure and Fee Schedule for additional terms, conditions and fees that apply to your account. Refer to SESLOC Federal Credit Union Save to Win Savings Promotion
Official Account and Prize Entry Rules for additional terms, conditions, eligibility and restrictions that may apply.
Federally insured by NCUA, a U.S. government agency.

6 • Sun • January 30 - February 6, 2020 • www.santamariasun.com

The Santa Maria Valley Humane Society
announced that its executive director is stepping
down a few days after an item appeared on a
Santa Maria City Council agenda related to
the nonprofit’s possible merger with the Santa
Barbara Humane Society.
On Jan. 21, the City Council approved a
measure allowing the Santa Barbara Humane
Society to take over the Santa Maria Valley
Humane Society’s lease of city-owned property
on West Stowell Road. The city and the nonprofit
first entered into this lease agreement in 1987.
According to a staff report from the meeting,
the potential merger is the result of funding
issues the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society is
experiencing. According to financial information
on the nonprofit’s website, most of its funding
comes from donations, grants, and events.
“In an effort to address funding issues, the
Santa Maria Valley Humane Society will be
merging with the Santa Barbara Humane
Society,” the staff report states. “The Santa
Barbara Humane Society has adequate funding
to be capable of honoring the lease provisions.”
Less than a week after the City Council
meeting, the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society
announced through a blog post on its website
that Executive Director Sean Hawkins is stepping
down on Jan. 29. According to the post, Hawkins
is leaving the nonprofit to accept a position as
the chief advancement officer at the Charleston
Animal Society in South Carolina.
Hawkins worked for the Santa Maria Valley
Humane Society for less than three years. In
the post, he pointed to some of the work he has
completed during that time, including increasing
the number of dogs and cats the nonprofit spays
and neuters annually.
“Some of the most important advancements
during my time at the Humane Society for me are
the establishment of a shelter medicine program
and expanding community veterinary services,”
Hawkins said in the post.
The post announcing Hawkins’ departure
doesn’t mention the possible merger with Santa
Barbara Humane Society. Representatives from
the nonprofits couldn’t be reached prior to press
time to confirm details about the potential
merger.
—Zac Ezzone

The Lucia Mar Unified School District is the
only public school system in SLO County with
a full three weeks off for winter break. Colleen
Martin has been pushing to change that for years.
“It’s been one of my pet peeves for a really long
time,” Martin told the Sun.
Martin is a college and career technician at San
Luis Obispo High School in the San Luis Coastal
Unified School District and has simultaneously
served on Lucia Mar’s board of education since
2006. Working in neighboring districts has
provided her a front row seat to the varying
challenges that teachers, parents, and students in
each district face.
In the Lucia Mar district, Martin said, the
calendar is a problem.
At a Lucia Mar Board of Education meeting
on Jan. 21—the first meeting since winter
break’s end—Martin said she heard complaints
from a number of parents regarding the length
of the break.
More than half of the students enrolled in the
Lucia Mar school district qualify for free and
reduced lunches, and Martin said those families
struggle to make up for the lost meals during
an almost month-long vacation. A lot of parents
can’t get that much time off work and find it
difficult to secure child care for their younger
children, and although the city and county
provide kids’ programs to help out, Martin said
those don’t usually run all three weeks.
Most other districts in SLO County let kids
out for winter break on Dec. 23, and students
returned to school on Jan. 6 or 7. Lucia Mar
students weren’t back until Jan. 13. The only
nearby districts with longer breaks are in Santa
Maria, where students in both the high school and
elementary school districts returned on Jan. 15.
That’s too long for parents, Martin said, and
it’s too long for students, who struggle to get back
into healthy sleep and study habits after having so
much time off.
At the Jan. 21 meeting, Martin’s fellow board
members smiled knowingly as she once again
shared her concerns. This has long been a sticking
point for her.
“I always say I’m not going to leave until this
gets through,” Martin told New Times.
But the issue isn’t quite on track to being
resolved.
The district’s calendar for the 2020-21 school
year has already been decided, and it again
includes a three-week winter break.
Paul Fawcett, assistant superintendent of
human resources, said the district’s school year
schedule is determined by a calendar committee
made up of parents, teachers, and staff. The
committee, he said, surveys all three stakeholder
groups and works to evaluate the calendar.
Most feedback regarding the district’s current
structure, he said, has been positive.
But Martin said it’s teachers who really want the
lengthy break, so that they can visit their families
for the holidays and follow that up with a vacation.
“Well, that’s pretty elitist,” Martin said, adding
that most families in the Lucia Mar district won’t
be out skiing for three weeks.
Some of her fellow board members agree—
although she wouldn’t say who—but Martin said
this issue will likely get overlooked in the next
year or so, when Lucia Mar and other districts
in California will be making major scheduling
adjustments in order to adhere to a new law that
pushes school start times back to 8:30 a.m.
Schools must be in compliance with that law by
July 2022, which is right around the time Martin’s
current board of education term ends. Whether
she runs for re-election could depend on the
length of Lucia Mar’s winter break. m
—Kasey Bubnash
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Recreational
planning
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other projects, park improvements.
The funding is available for local
jurisdictions to secure through different
programs and rounds of grant funding.
Last year, the state accepted applications
for nearly $255 million in funding,
which hasn’t yet been awarded.
Lindgren said developing this
recreation master plan could make
cities and the county more competitive
when attempting to secure future
funding because this process will
cover much of the logistical and
environmental planning that grant
applications usually require.
BY ZAC EZZONE
“Every grant program is a little bit
esidents in Santa Barbara County
different,” Lindgren said. “But in general,
will soon have the chance to weigh
in on future plans for new outdoor they are looking to fund a project to get
it to construction. So as many of the prerecreation projects in the area.
design, environmental clearance, and
For the first time ever, the county
permitting aspects you can out of the
and local cities are
way in advance, the more
working on a countywide
competitive your project
recreation master plan
Stay tuned
will be.”
that will identify what
Find out how to give input
After a summit with
resources are missing
on the county’s recreation
various stakeholders in
throughout the county
master plan at countyofsb.org/
June 2019, the planning
and how jurisdictions can parks/recmasterplan.sbc.
process kicked off with
fill those gaps. The goal of
a steering committee
this effort is to establish
meeting in November.
a framework that will assist the county
Aside from Lindgren—and a few others
and cities as they apply for millions of
with the county—this committee
dollars in grant funding the state will
includes representatives from most
make available over the next few years.
cities in the county, the California State
“Ultimately, we’re trying to get
Parks, nonprofits, and the contractor
money for parks and recreation in
hired to assist with the plan.
cities and the county,” county Parks
Santa Barbara County Trails Council
Superintendent Jeff Lindgren said.
Executive Director Mark Wilkinson
In June 2018, California voters
serves on the steering committee. He
approved a $4 billion bond referendum
said that through this process, the
called Proposition 68 that funds, among committee will have the opportunity

County leading
regional effort to
improve parks,
outdoor resources

R

to look at potential projects in North
County, which has fewer recreational
opportunities than South County.
“If you look at recreation around the
county, it’s lopsided,” Wilkinson said.
During the November meeting,
the group discussed the first step of
this planning process, which is to
take inventory of all the parks in the
county—including places like the Los
Padres National Forest and Gaviota
State Park, along with county and city
facilities—to get an idea of what’s already
available in the region, Lindgren said.
While completing this inventory,
the steering committee will begin
reaching out to the public this spring
through surveys and community
events to learn what outdoor activities
people enjoy the most, such as hiking
or biking, and what resources they
feel are missing, such as sports fields.
Lindgren said the committee will take
this community input and identify
ways to incorporate the feedback into
existing parks or new facilities.
Although the plan will utilize
this public input, Lindgren said he
anticipates people will raise concerns
about a lack of sports fields as well as
bikeways and sidewalks that connect
neighborhoods to parks.
Coincidentally, the city of Santa
Maria completed its own long-term
parks plan, or leisure needs assessment,
earlier this year. City Recreation and
Parks Recreation Services Manager
Dennis Smitherman—who also serves
on the county master plan steering
committee—said the people who
participated in this survey requested

REGIONAL EFFORT: Santa Barbara County and other stakeholders are developing an outdoor recreation
master plan to identify park needs throughout the county.

more sports fields as well as more
youth and teen programs.
After the committee completes the
park inventory and receives public
input on the plan, the information will
be used to create an online resource
with a map of all parks in the county,
as well information about what pieces
people believe are missing. Lindgren
said this should be available to the
public early next year.
The committee will then begin
the environmental review work that
should assist cities and the county with
their grant applications. Lindgren said
that through this plan, he also hopes
to analyze the economic impact of
outdoor recreation on the entire county.
The Sonoma County Economic

Locals can enjoy free fitness
time in Santa Maria
BY WILLIAM D’URSO

S

anta Maria will host its second annual
Open Streets festival on March 29,
marking the return of an event that
reportedly drew 20,000 attendees last year.
The event is organized by the Santa Barbara
County Association of Governments (SBCAG),
which has sought to bring Open Streets to cities
all over the county.
The Open Streets website notes that similar
events began in Bogota, Colombia, 30 years
ago. The idea was to block off streets from
automobile traffic to allow unencumbered
passage for pedestrians and cyclists.
SBCAG began its own program in 2013
to help promote wellness, hosting events in
Santa Barbara in 2014 and 2015 and another in
Carpinteria in 2017.
Kent Epperson, director of Traffic Solutions
for SBCAG, said these events are great ways
to stimulate the local economy, but their first
purpose is to promote healthy lifestyles and
fitness.
“You’re there to be a participant,” Epperson
said. “It’s designed to get people moving and
for physical fitness—which makes it a little
different from a typical street festival—with
things like street hockey, a little soccer station,
cornhole.”
This year’s event is scheduled to run from 11

Reach Staff Writer Zac Ezzone at
zezzone@santamariasun.com.

SPOTLIGHT

NEWS

Open streets

Development Board completed a
similar study in 2018 and found that the
county’s recreation industry supports
4,530 full-time jobs and generates more
than $12.3 million in state and local
tax revenue. Lindgren said with the
number of people who visit places in
the county like the Guadalupe-Nipomo
Dunes, Cachuma Lake, and Point Sal
State Beach, he’s interested in what
these numbers look like locally.
“It’s one of the pieces that will be the
most interesting to me, but we are really
trying to get the project part of this
done first so we can pounce on funding
opportunities,” Lindgren said. m

PHOTO COURTESY OF SANTA BARBARA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

a.m. to 5 p.m. and will close off 1 mile of Main
Street between Blosser and Broadway.
With a cost of about $45,000, the event
is funded through a series of grants, money
from the county and city, and donations from
private business, Epperson said.
Last year’s event drew 200 different groups
and vendors with this year’s on track to draw a
similar number.
“Many people in the community might not
have the resources to try a yoga class or a dance
class, so they’re offered it for free so they can
try them without any expense or risk on their
part,” he said.
Epperson said there are plans for at least four
stages that will host the different classes people
can participate in.
Organizers of various health and wellness
programs are expected to be there, including
Dignity Health and wellness providers from
Social Services. He said basic health screenings
will be available for free to all attendees.
Another aim of the event is to bring traffic to
businesses that might not typically get attention.
Roger Galvan, the owner of Xtreme
Electronics, said Open Streets brought him
customers not just for the one day, but repeat
business throughout the year. He estimates
that the festival boosted his annual sales by 35
to 40 percent.
“It’s not like they were driving down the
street at 30 or 40 miles an hour,” he said.
“People were stopping in.”
Even though Galvan’s business has been at
its 614 West Main St. location since 2001, it’s
been difficult to connect with customers. He
said many who purchased from him for the
first time didn’t even know he was there.

FITNESS TIME: Santa Maria Open Streets estimates it brought out 20,000 people last year, hosting a slew of physical activities
including dance and Zumba classes.

Open Streets has caught the attention of
other communities, too. Santa Barbara is
throwing another festival May 7 through 10.
Some cities have even reached out to SBCAG
to seek help in organizing their own events.
Guadalupe plans an Open Streets/Fiestas
Patrias Parade for Sept. 13, with Buellton’s
Open Streets on Avenue of the Flags lined up
for Oct. 4.

Highlights
• The EconAlliance, in partnership
with Allan Hancock College, will host an

agricultural forum scheduled for Feb. 6. The
forum has a 7:30 a.m. check-in and a noon
finish. Located at 937 Thornburg St., the event
runs every two years, according to a release
from the EconAlliance. Tickets are $65 per
person, or $600 for a table of eight. The event,
named Growing Possibilities, will be attended
by Secretary of the California Department of
Food and Agriculture Karen Ross. m
Staff Writer William D’Urso wrote this
week’s Spotlight. Send story tips to spotlight@
santamariasun.com.
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Online Poll

How often would you see a
health care provider such as a
chiropractor, acupuncturist, or
massage therapist if they’re not
covered by your health insurance?
75% Only when my ailment is really
bothering me.
17% Not at all. That stuff doesn’t work.
8% As often as possible.
0% I avoid it. Self-care like exercise and
stretching are enough.

12 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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Vote yes
Voting no on Lompoc’s sales
tax measure in March would
have a seriously negative
impact on city services
BY RON FINK

I

n my last commentary (“Reality check,” Jan.
16), I tried to explain how the city of Lompoc
wound up with a substantial budget deficit even
though one councilman is in total denial.
To try and mitigate the impact of this deficit,
the City Council approved placing a temporary
(15-year) 1-percent sales tax measure on the March
2020 ballot. But what will happen if it doesn’t pass?
How will the city address the revenue shortfall?
According to the information on the City
Clerks webpage, “Without Measure I2020, the
city will have to make additional reductions to
general city services. These reductions include
community and recreational services, park facility
upkeep, police and firefighter services, and street
repairs. Currently there are no other funding
sources available to maintain these services.”
To put this in perspective, we all have “needs”
and “wants” in our daily lives; we “need” food,
water, and a warm, dry place to live. We “want”
electronic devices, money for entertainment,
flashy cars, and toy haulers.
Many people feel that the city must “live within
its means”; that seems to be a responsible position
until you need or want to use one of those services
that was cut because there was a revenue deficit
that could have been aided by passage of the tax.
Besides, the city has consistently lived within the
budget approved by the City Council; that seems
to be living within its means.
Others complain that the proposed tax is
just to pay for retirements. The retirement
“contributions” to CalPERS are an obligation that
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COMMENTARY
must be paid no matter what else happens. Some
of the sales tax revenue will go for retirement
payments, but the added funding will also be used
for retaining day-to-day service capability.
The city labor unions have already stepped
up to the plate to do their share. The 2019-21
budget states that “through successful bargaining
negotiations, employment agreements have been
modified to require all employees [to] contribute
the entire employee share of CalPERS retirement
contributions.” This will help with future costs.
The employee groups also accepted changes to
their retirement formulas that increase the eligible
age of retirement and decrease the retired pay they
are entitled to.
So, you can see that labor is trying to do their part
to help solve the problem; but, the budget also warns
that “caution is further warranted in light of the
proposed increases in employee benefit contributions
being imposed upon the city by the CalPERS system
for possibly as long as three decades.”
So, what would be the impact if voters don’t
support the tax measure? As far as your needs
from city government are concerned, you need
police and fire protection and well-maintained
roads, alleys, and sidewalks.
If the council majority continues to honor the
need to “support public safety” as their No. 1
priority, then the cuts would have to come from
things you want like recreational services, park
facility upkeep, library services, and street repairs.
Let’s look at these one at a time.
Recreational activities require a two-year
budget of $3.9 million and maintenance of the
venues they use (park facilities) require another
$4.7 million. We already know that our parks are
in poor condition despite the efforts of the small
staff authorized for maintenance. Any reductions
to this budget could mean that some park facilities
simply would no longer be maintained.
Proposed grant allocations from the state
would be for one-time upgrades, not sustained
maintenance.
If the tax isn’t approved, the only way to maintain
the status quo, which is arguably well below what
most communities want, could only be maintained
by raising user fees to generate more revenue. This
means that event organizers, such as the Flower

WRITE NOW!

We want to know what
you think about everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450
Skyway Drive, suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You
can also fax it (347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name,
address, and phone number for verification purposes;
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted
to santamariasun.com.

Festival, Kennel Club, youth/adult sports clubs, and
Spring Arts Festival, would have to raise the fees to
exhibitors and guests in order to rent the venues.
The library is only open for 36 hours a week;
hours were reduced by previous budget cuts, and
there is a maintenance backlog. The library is
arguably the most visited venue operated by the
city, and further cuts would deny many people a
highly desired service.
Our streets are already in bad shape even
though there is a $4.3 million two-year budget.
The people who maintain our streets are stretched
to the limit and still can’t keep up. Some, well
several, streets haven’t been repaved in decades,
and interior streets and alleys running through
neighborhoods are in poor condition.
The proposed sales tax increase will generate
approximately $9.6 million every two years. The
general fund unfunded liability was $7.5 million
in the 2019-21 two-year budget; the projected
unfunded liability for the 2021-23 budget cycle
is $9.5 million—which means that the CalPERS
contribution will increase about $2 million.
So it appears that there could be about $7.6
million left of the new revenue to help maintain
service levels. If it doesn’t pass, then they’ll have to
cut an additional $2 million in services.
The needs and wants citizens ask for are not
excessive; this temporary tax measure is essential
to preserving the services we have come to expect
from our local government. ❍
Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send your
thoughts, comments, and opinionated letters to
letters@santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
Bruce Porter has the passion to
be supervisor
I support Bruce Porter for Santa Barbara
County supervisor.
I’ve known Bruce for a number of years. He
has an amazing passion for our community and
its citizens and has dedicated countless hours in
volunteer time to work hard for the benefit of others.
As chairman of the Santa Barbara County
Chapter of the American Red Cross, Bruce
demonstrated qualities of leadership and common
sense that we also need to have on our county
Board of Supervisors. He showed compassion
for victims, charity for those in need, strength of
character in times of adversity, and asked tough
questions at budget time.
Additionally, I deeply respect Bruce for
his integrity and leadership in so many other
positions, such as the school board, Rotary, Boy
Scouts, and Youth Coalition. I’ve also had the
pleasure to attend a local veteran organization
with Bruce and see his desire to support local
veterans in the community firsthand.
Bruce truly places others before himself and
has gained tremendous respect and trust from the
community. I have no doubt that Mr. Porter will
make an outstanding county supervisor.
Please join me in voting on March 3 for Bruce
Porter for county supervisor.

Brian Bull
Buellton
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OPINION

Keep it neighborly

S

anta Barbara County Agricultural
Commissioner Cathy Fisher has a good tip
for solving problems that regular ol’ farmers
have come up against with cannabis cultivation
operations: Be a good neighbor.
It’s an earth-shattering
revelation in these
modern times, I know.
Doing something
to your crop that could
affect your neighbor’s very
different crop? Talk to them
about it.
It took five meetings
of 11 people from the
cannabis, traditional
ag, and pesticide
application industries
to come up with that one.
Apparently, the state’s weird
rules about testing cannabis are just screwing crop
growers in South County with avocado and citrus
orchards. It’s gotten to the point where pesticide
applicators won’t even spray orchards next to
cannabis growers because they’re worried about
being held liable for damaging all that kush.
Cannabis products are tested for 66 different
pesticide ingredients, some of which are “quite
benign” and “are actually organic materials,”
Fisher told the county Planning Commission on
Jan. 22. If one of those 66 little ditties is found in
a cannabis product, they don’t get to sell it.
Can you imagine if that was the case for just
any ol’ regular fruit or vegetable that we buy
at the store? There would be a lot less produce
available for purchase for one—plus it would be
a lot healthier for us.
That just goes to show you that the state and
other regulators—I’m looking at you Santa
Barbara County Planning Commissioner John
Parke—don’t actually care about our health, but
they do want to make life as difficult as possible
for cannabis growers.
Which is why it’s funny that Fisher felt the
need to say that her presentation about the
solutions to this whole pot-pesticide mess weren’t
meant to be adopted as regulations or conditions
to future cannabis cultivation permits. How
would that look on a permit anyway?
Get to know your neighbors. Engage in an
open dialogue if you’re going to spray potentially
damaging chemicals on your crops. Let area
farmers know when you’re harvesting, planting,
and spraying. It’s just crazy talk, I know. How is
this not something that people already engage in?
Why does it all have to be so incognito?
That’s also a question I might pose to the
Santa Maria Valley Humane Society and
the Santa Barbara Humane Society, neither
of which will return the Sun’s requests for
comment. Apparently, the two are merging,
according to a benign item on the Santa Maria
City Council’s Jan. 21 meeting agenda, and
Santa Maria Valley Humane Society Executive
Director Sean Hawkins is leaving for another
position, according to a press release and a blog
post in which he talks about how much he’s
accomplished in three years.
What that blog post doesn’t mention is that
the Santa Maria nonprofit also probably went
broke in those three years—according to rumors
that the Sun hasn’t been able to substantiate and
an assumption made based on words from a
city staff report: “The Santa Barbara Humane
Society has adequate funding to be capable of
honoring the lease provisions.”
So I’m just going to put these thoughts out
into the universe: Know what’s going on? Send
me an email. I’m jonesing for some drama! m
The canary needs a fix. Send rumors and more to
canary@santamariasun.com.
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Stepping stone
Follow Lompoc resident Stephanie Recio-Soltero
through the Grizzly Youth Academy’s 22-week program
BY KAREN GARCIA • PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

What makes the program unique aside from
its military structure is that it’s all voluntary—
incoming cadets decide whether the 22-week
residential program and 12-month post-residential
phase (Grizzly checks on each individual after they
complete the program) is the right choice for them.
Flores says almost all cadets join because
they’ve realized they’re ready for a change in their
life. A few students do quit the program because
they aren’t ready, but that’s an exception. He says
almost all of them come back when they are ready.
The lieutenant colonel has been the director
of the program for about a year, and when he
arrived in the area, he was surprised to hear the
community’s misconceptions about who attends
Grizzly. He heard people call the cadets “those
troubled kids” or “those probation kids.” Flores
hates the phrase, “those kids.”
“The reality of it is, it’s not ‘those kids,’ it’s
our kids, our community kids, and our family
kids. The beautiful thing about our kids is that
they recognize that they need help, they have the
opportunity, and have made themselves available
to the opportunity,” Flores says. “Every kid here has
volunteered to be a part of this program, and we do
work hard and encourage them to stay right.”
It’s the second week of the academy, and classes
haven’t started yet, but the exercises, activities, and
transition to the program’s rigor has.
The kids all say pretty much the same things.
Getting out of bed so early has been rough, some
of the exercises or drills are tiring, and they miss
their families. However, not one cadet complained
about being at Grizzly. They all talk about their
past as if it’s already leaving them as they take steps
into their future.

•••

HER DECISIONS: Stephanie RecioSoltero, 19, never thought she would
finish high school, let alone the
Grizzly program. But she urges others
to ask for help and never give up.

Editor’s note: Between August and December 2019,
New Times Staff Writer Karen Garcia profiled
several cadets in the Grizzly Youth Academy,
including Stephanie Recio-Soltero from Lompoc.
Recio-Soltero’s story is compiled here, from her
admission to graduation.

T

he last of the fog is melting away from the hills
that surround Camp San Luis Obispo on this
August day. The California National Guard
lives here, as do the facilities to train and give
logistical support to various civilian and military
agencies at the federal, state, and local levels.
The Grizzly Youth Academy, a partnership
between the California National Guard and the
Grizzly Challenge Charter School, also lives here.
It was the first of its kind in the state. Now, there
are 39 similar programs like it across the nation.
Francisco Flores, Grizzly Academy’s lieutenant
colonel and director, is sitting at his desk with the
windows wide open to let in as much natural light
and breeze in as he can. He speaks passionately
about Grizzly’s class No. 43, which commenced
almost two weeks ago, on July 21, 2019. If you ask
him what the Grizzly Youth Academy is all about,
he simply says that it’s a machine.
“We never stop. We’re constantly in support of
the kids, and we look at any and every aspect of
how to reach the kids to help them change for the
better,” he says.
Grizzly is a youth program with a military-style

structure in which students make up lost school
credits as well as learn the skills they need to be
positive and successful individuals in society. The
program for youth between the ages of 16 and 18 is
tailored for students who have dropped out of high
school or are at risk of dropping out. Although the
goal is to get students back on track academically,
Grizzly’s also rooted in promoting leadership,
cooperation, and academic skills—all while
building self-esteem, pride, and confidence.
Flores says he and his staff do this by getting rid
of all the “static” in their lives.
“It’s my term, ‘static.’ It’s like the static you hear on
the radio. There’s so much static and noise out there
in society: social media, drugs, gangs, and truancy
itself,” he says. “It’s that social noise of hearing,
‘You’re never going to achieve; you can’t achieve.’”
He tells the kids who attend Grizzly that they’ll
always face that kind of input from their peers,
adults, and society at large.
“You’re going to have to learn to strengthen
your guard, so when negativity comes your way,
you know how to deflect it and you can then leave
yourself open to the good stuff,” Flores says.
Funded primarily through the federal
government, the state of California, grants, and
donations, the cadets’ tuition, room, board, books,
and food are covered in the program. Parents
only need to provide their kids with underwear,
shoes, gray sweats, toiletries, a black hat, and other
personal needs.
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Eighteen-year-old mom from Lompoc
Stephanie Recio-Soltero is one of class No. 43’s
222 cadets. Even though she’s wearing gray sweats,
she’s bursting with color and energy as she talks.
Recio-Soltero was born in Santa Barbara but spent
a good chunk of her childhood living with her
aunt in Utah and then Lompoc.
She says she was raised by her aunt when her single
mother was going through a rough patch. What she
remembers most is how different Utah is from Santa
Barbara County, mostly because of the snow.
“The snow is not fun, it’s kind of a hassle
sometimes because you can slip and fall, and you
have to shovel out the driveway,” Recio-Soltero
says between laughs.
The transition to Grizzly life has been tough
for her because of the strict programming, but she
doesn’t mind it. If anything, she says it’s making
her a stronger person. The most difficult piece for
her is being away from her soon-to-be 10-monthold daughter.
“The first couple of days I cried because I think
the hardest thing was leaving my baby. But being
away from home, well, it’s not that hard because
I’ve been in and out of houses so I’m pretty
comfortable anywhere I go,” she says.
At Grizzly, Recio-Soltero says, she’s guaranteed
to have a bed, three meals a day, and two snacks—
so she’s not complaining.

Recio-Soltero was the type of student who got
good grades and really enjoyed school. She was
even on the honor roll. But when her brother went
to jail for attempted murder, it changed things.
Her brother was Recio-Soltero’s guide. He gave her
advice, told her right from wrong, and pushed her
to excel in school. When he went away, she lost that
guidance, and her mom lost their home, so she
went to live with a friend who did drugs.
When Recio-Soltero found out about her
pregnancy, she stopped doing drugs because
she wanted to better herself and keep her baby
out of harm’s way. But once Yulema Rose was
born, Recio-Soltero said she experienced “baby
blues”—a form of postpartum depression—and
she started smoking weed and doing meth.
“I think every mom gets baby blues no matter
how long you’ve been a mom. You’re always going
to question if you’re doing the right thing, if you’re
parenting right, or is this right or wrong?” she says.
Recio-Soltero cares too much about the future of
her daughter to keep dipping back into substance
abuse, so she learned about Grizzly and believes this
is how she’ll learn to stay off drugs for good.
“I feel very positive about this,” she says with a
smile.

•••
Just past 10 a.m. on Sept. 19, 2019, the sun is
already beating down on the pavement. Paul
Piette, the academy’s Grizzly Challenge Charter
School principal, is showing the Sun around the
“wagon wheel,” a group of classroom buildings
arranged in the shape of a circle. Platoons march to
the middle of the wheel, and line by line the cadets
are dismissed to their respective classrooms. At
this time, one or two cadets run inside the wheel
from one room to another.
Cadets must run in a clockwise direction,
similar to a wheel in motion, to get to their
classroom or to take a bathroom break.
It’s part of the structure they’re taught through
the program—cadets told the Sun that running
to their destination isn’t their favorite thing to do.
In their life before Grizzly, for some school wasn’t
their favorite thing to participate in every day
either, but that sentiment has changed.
In order to qualify for the Grizzly Challenge
Charter School, a prospective cadet must be at
risk of dropping out of high school or have already
dropped out, according to their credit deficiency and
truancy. Their academic standing is an indicator,
Piette said, of what’s really going on in their life.
It could be a symptom of family issues, such as
divorce, death or loss, or substance abuse—either
in a family member or in the cadet—family or
neighborhood dysfunction, such as abuse or neglect;
social economic issues of poverty; or gang issues.
Ultimately, through circumstances outside
of their hands or circumstances they’ve created,
Piette said, the cadets have developed a set of
habits, behaviors, and beliefs that at one time
perhaps helped them cope with their life. Those
behaviors, he said, have now put them at risk and
on a limiting path.
“They come to us with lots of challenges, and we’re
here to work with every single issue that they might

INSPIRE OTHERS: Sgt. First Class Angel Salcido (middle) was inspired to work for the Grizzly Youth Academy after mentoring his
nephew, who was a cadet in Class No. 22.

SUPPORT: Stephanie Recio-Soltero says the Grizzly Youth Academy gave her the push she needed to better her life for herself and
her daughter.

have; we really don’t have a limit to that. We’re happy
and willing to address anything that can affect their
habits and their beliefs about themselves in the world,
so they can be successful outside of here,” he said.

•••
Family Day was an emotional day for RecioSoltero because she was able to hold her 10-monthold daughter again. After weeks without seeing
their families, cadets got together with their
siblings for a day of activities and lunch.
Recio-Soltero described that day—Sept. 14,
2019—as a dream from the minute she ran up to
her family to the moment she parted with them
at the end of the event. The one thing that stuck
with her was how her daughter reacted to her after
nearly two months of separation.
“I grabbed her and hugged her, but I noticed
she was making a pouting face. She wanted to go
back with the people that are taking care of her
right now, my mom and my tia [tia means aunt in
Spanish],” she said.
It hurt, Recio-Soltero said, because she felt like
maybe her daughter was feeling abandoned after
she had come to the academy.
“I just held her the whole time though; I didn’t
care. It was good to see her,” she said.
Having to leave her daughter behind has made
Recio-Soltero think about how to continue her
education without leaving her daughter again.
Through the Grizzly Charter Challenge School,
she’ll be earning her high school diploma, so post
Grizzly she plans to attend a community college.
This way she can balance raising her daughter and
receiving higher education in order to get a job.
This aspect of her future is one of the things she
talks about with her counselor, who has been very
helpful.
“She’s very easy to talk to, and she listens to
what I have to say. I’m really close to her,” RecioSoltero said.
Her counselor has also been working on filling
out a baby book with Recio-Soltero, something
that Recio-Soltero and her daughter can reflect on
in the future.
She also talks to her counselor about her fears
of life after Grizzly. When her family came to
visit and were filling her in on life back home—
Lompoc—she realized something.
“It sucks knowing that I’m going to go back to
the same reality. But the only thing that’s different
is me,” she said. “I thought, I don’t know, for some
reason I thought coming here was going to change
everything.”
She said she worries about the old friends
who might be waiting for her back home or the
temptations of doing drugs again.
“I feel really good right now, and I don’t think

about drugs or anything like that. But I feel like I
might end up meeting up with [old friends] to say hi
because friends are friends to me,” Recio-Soltero said.
She quickly corrected herself though, and said
some of her old friends wrote to her, but she hasn’t
written back because they shouldn’t be part of her
future. She constantly reminds herself that.
Recio-Soltero brightened up when she reported
that she’s a guidon for her platoon, which
means she holds the flag that signifies her unit
designation. Because cadres—role models or
guides assigned to each platoon—choose the cadet
for the position, she feels proud of the recognition.

•••
Gray clouds took over the sky on Dec. 3, 2019.
Scattered raindrops hit the caps and hoods of
cadets lined up in the center of the wagon wheel as
they chose snacks from a plastic crate.
It’s around 3:30 p.m., and classes just ended for
the day.
The 22-week program is nearing its end, and
while finals might be at the forefront for some of
the cadets, it’s really the next phase of the program
that’s on everyone’s mind.
Similar to previous classes, the cadets are going
through a program that’s divided into three phases:
acclimation, residential, and post-residential.
A majority of Class No. 43 is finished with
acclimation (the first two weeks and an adjustment
period) and are about to complete the residential
phase with a graduation. While the first two
phases might have felt like the most challenging
for some cadets (some of Class No. 43’s cadets have
dropped out of the program), the daunting aspect
for others is the post-residential phase.
Life after Grizzly.
In the post-residential phase, cadets continue
to work with their mentors (the individuals who
encouraged them to apply to Grizzly) and case
managers to finish high school (vocational school,
a continuation school, or college), enlist in the
military, or find employment.
This step is in the hands of the cadet with the
help of weekly mentor meetings, reporting to case
managers, and having access to their former cadres.
“I would say [the cadres] are relentless positive
male or female role models. They just do not give up
on these kids,” Sgt. First Class Angel Salcido says.
Salcido is the cadre supervisor and training
coordinator for the academy. His background
includes serving in the Marine Corps from 2001
to 2008, a position in the Bureau of Prisons and
Corrections, and the California State Guard.
He says he’s always enjoyed serving others, but
working with at-risk youth is his calling.
When he transitioned from the Marine Corps to
corrections, Salcido says he quickly learned that he

wanted to help steer youth in a positive direction in
order to prevent them from becoming inmates.
“I felt that those individuals were stuck in an
environment in which change was not necessarily
far-fetched but they didn’t have the opportunity,”
he says.
Salcido learned about the academy when he
became the mentor for his nephew—a cadet of
Class No. 22.
When Salcido arrived at Camp San Luis Obispo
for Family Day that year, he says it reminded him
of his time at Camp Pendleton.
“It had the same smells of wet dirt, the older
buildings, and hearing the soldiers calling
cadence. I thought they were soldiers and then I
realized they were youth, the students. They were
motivated,” he says.
Through his mentor experience and training,
Salcido fell in love with the program and made it
a point to introduce himself to the commander at
the time and inform him of his interest in working
with the academy.
“I want to say six months later I was on the line,
working with at-risk youth and that’s where my
journey began, 10 years ago,” he says with a laugh.
Currently, he oversees 24 cadres and four
platoon sergeants who wear multiple hats in order
to guide more than 200 cadets throughout the 22week program and beyond.
Cadres introduce and enforce structure, instill
discipline, assist the teaching faculty, facilitate
physical fitness, informally counsel students, teach
the cadets coping mechanisms,
de-escalate situations, and help
cadets coexist with their peers.
The overarching concept that
the cadres work through with
the cadets is that Grizzly isn’t
an obstacle in their life. Salcido
says that although the academy
is a challenge, challenges present
opportunity.
“The question is, what is the
student going to do with that
opportunity?” he says. “Are they
going to capitalize or are they
going to fall asleep?”
Cadres are vital to the
program, Salcido says, because,
along with the rest of the
academy’s academic and military
team, they try to understand
each cadet’s personal life in
order to help them be successful.
Which, he says, can be difficult
because that cadet might not be
used to a daily schedule or being
told what to do.
“But we are relentless. We
don’t give up on ourselves and
more importantly, we don’t give
up on them,” Salcido says.
Above all else, cadres need to
be passionate about what they do.
That passion drives each
cadre to connect and build
professional relationships with
the students in the program.
These relationships carry on
in the post-residential phase because when the
students graduate, they know they can still contact
their cadre for guidance or advice.
“It’s a never-ending resource, so it doesn’t stop
after graduation,” he says.
When Salcido was a cadre and watched his first
platoon graduate, he says he felt like a proud dad.
“These kids work hard and we guide them, but
their success is theirs, I don’t want to take any of
that from them,” he says. “But it’s nice to know
that we were part of their process.”

•••
Over Thanksgiving break, Recio-Soltero says,
she visited with an old friend who she used to
smoke weed with. Only this time, she wasn’t
tempted to smoke and she realized how ridiculous
her friends looked and acted while they were high.
It made her think.
She says she’s not worried about going back to
the same environment, but she’s slightly worried
about the choices she’ll make.
“It’s not my environment, you know, it’s

something I noticed this homepass,” RecioSoltero, who’s now 19 years old, says. “It’s not
where I’m around or who I’m with, it’s what I
choose to do.”
She says a sergeant told her platoon that six
months (the duration of the program) isn’t going
to necessarily change them.
“He had a point. Six months of me being here, it
was easy to be sober because you don’t have access to
[meth] and I wasn’t around it,” Recio-Soltero says.
Going home is the real deal, she says, to put her
Grizzly knowledge to the test. She has to be strong
for her daughter, continue her education, and work
to provide for her small family.
She’s one of about 50 cadets chosen for an
internship opportunity through the program—
internships could be at Camp San Luis Obispo or
through a business in the city of SLO.
Recio-Soltero’s internship is with The Center
for Health and Prevention as a receptionist. She’s
the first person patients see, assissting them as they
arrive, answering phones, and filing paperwork.
The experience has inspired her to enroll in an
eight-month certification course to become a
medical assistant.
In a little more than two weeks, on Dec. 20,
2019, Recio-Soltero will graduate from the Grizzly
Youth Academy, earning enough credits to receive
her high school diploma.
“I never thought I was going to do it. I never
thought I would be done with school,” she says,
smiling. “I’m doing it two years later, but I’m doing it.”

NEXT STEPS: For six-months, Ashton Tolliver and Cooper Brown
(top row, from left), siblings Luis and Nidia Valenzuela (middle,
from left), Stephanie Recio-Soltero, Noah Landeros, Dezarey
Cerna (bottom, from left) have worked through the challenges
of the Grizzly Youth Academy program and themselves.

She says she gets this warm fuzzy feeling inside
when she thinks about this accomplishment,
which has a lot to do with the program. It was the
push she needed.
Before Grizzly, Recio-Soltero says, she was
in a dark place. She describes that time as being
in a deep hole, losing hope for everything, and
believing that she was going to be a drug addict for
the rest of her life.
“I want people to know it’s OK to ask for help. If
you want the help you have to take it. I needed it, I
needed a push, and I did it,” she says.
The program, asking for help, and holding onto
hope is what got her to this point.
“You have to struggle to be on top. That’s
another thing I learned at Grizzly, if you think
you’re not going to fail, you’re setting yourself up
for failure. No matter what, you have to fail to
succeed,” she says. m
New Times Staff Writer Karen Garcia followed
Grizzly Academy’s Class No. 43 from start to finish.
Send comments to kgarcia@newtimesslo.com.
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PERFUME PERFECTION

Artisan perfumer Susan Farber hosts two
sessions of her Valentine’s Day-themed
natural perfume workshop on Saturday, Feb.
8, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 4:30
p.m. The class is open to ages 16 and older.
Admission is $95 and includes all materials.
The museum is located at 1511 Mission Drive,
unit B, Solvang. Call (805) 688-1082 or visit
wildlingmuseum.org for more info.
—Caleb Wiseblood

SPECIAL EVENTS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

PLANET LUCHA RETURNS El Infierno (Diablo Azteca,
Master Eriks, and Lucius Deville) will challenge The
Starbucks (Kadin Anthony, Vintage Dragon, and Laydee
Vayne) in a no-holds-barred, winner-take-all match. Feb.
8, 6-8 p.m. $15-$20. my805tix.com. Lompoc Veterans
Memorial Hall, 100 E. Locust Ave., Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

“I HAVE A DREAM” TREE Celebrate Black History Month
with the library. Stop by Youth Services to write or draw
your greatest hopes to be placed on our Dream Tree. Feb.
1-29 Free. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

39TH ANNUAL ENCHILADA SALE Proceeds will
support eye exams for school children and others in
need. Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m. & noon $10 per tray. 805-7204898. Elks Lodge, 1309 N. Bradley Road, Santa Maria.

MYTHS OF PET FOOD FORMULATION AND THE
PET FOOD INDUSTRY Featuring guest speaker Rob
Downey, CEO and President of Annamaet Petfoods. Hosted
by That’s FETCH! Sign up to reserve seats. Feb. 5, 6:308:30 p.m. 805-361-0802. thatsfetch805.com. Santa Maria
Animal Shelter, 548 W Foster Rd., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FIRST PSYCHIC FAIRE OF YEAR/DECADE
Offering a variety of techniques to provide guidance of
love, travel, relationships, loved ones who have passed,
and finance. Feb. 1, 2-6 p.m. and Feb. 2, 2-6 p.m. 805674-4277. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon
Rd., Arroyo Grande.

JOURNEY OF HOPE An annual event hosted
by Transitions-Mental Health Association
aimed to educate, encourage, and inspire
hope in our community. This year, comedian
Adam Grabowski joins us for the first time to
spread his message. Feb. 5, 5-8 p.m. Free.
805-540-6500. t-mha.org. New Life Pismo,
990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

GREENFORCE ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE
Connect with environmental leaders to plan and
collaborate on shared actions for critical local
environmental issues. This cooperative model will also
engage and empower the broader community for positive
results throughout our county. Feb. 2, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $55$100; scholarships available. 805-234-5644. slobg.org/

calendar-of-events/greenforce. San Luis Obispo Botanical
Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

HEARTS ABOVE AERIAL SHOWCASE Just in time for
Valentine’s Day, Hearts Above Aerial Showcase will inspire
love, romance and delight as aerialists climb, twirl, and
soar through passionate performances on silks, hoops,
and cube. Feb. 7-8, 7-8:30 p.m. $20 for adults; $15
for students. 8055496417. LevityAcademy.com. Levity
Academy, 207 Suburban Rd., San Luis Obispo.

INSTANTLY EXPAND YOUR REACH: A
COLLABORATIVE BUSINESS BUILDING EVENT
During this high-energy interactive session, you will
be joined by NAWBO members from other California
chapters who will share their networks, experiences, and
enthusiasm for reaching beyond the local area to expand
your reach. Feb. 7, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $39-$44.
my805tix.com. San Luis Obispo Golf and Country Club,
255 Country Club, San Luis Obispo, (805) 543-3400.

MUSTANG BALL Latin and Ballroom dance
competition. Feb. 1, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Free-$10.
mustangball.com/. Cal Poly Multi Activity Center, 1 Grand
Avenue, Building 43, San Luis Obispo, (805) 756-1366.
TAX SEASON KICK-OFF WITH CONGRESSMAN
CARBAJAL Rep. Carbajal is hosting an Income Tax
Workshop. IRS and volunteer tax preparers will be
there to answer your questions about filing under the
new tax law. Feb. 1, 2:30-4 p.m. Free. 805-546-8348.
eventbrite.com. Ludwick Community Center, 864 Santa
Rosa, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MORRO BAY CHAMBER ANNUAL GALA All
are invited to an evening of community awards, and
business recognition. Enjoy signature cocktails,
local cuisine, a silent auction, and live music.
Jan. 31, 5:30-9 p.m. $75. my805tix.com.
Morro Bay Community Center, 1001
Kennedy Way, Morro Bay, 772-6278.

928-7799. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY FUNDRAISER FEATURING
LYNNE COX The Library Foundation’s sixth annual
fundraiser includes an evening with Lynne Cox, American
long distance open-water swimmer and bestselling
author. Dinner catered by Moxie. Silent auction benefi ts
the libraries in the Santa Maria Library system. Feb. 9,
5:30-7:30 p.m. $55. 805 925-0994. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

AVILA BEACH SPAGHETTI DINNER/BINGO
NIGHT Enjoy a spaghetti dinner with salad, garlic

Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt,
805-937-9750.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From the
basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill levels
welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-9 p.m. $8. 805-680-5695.
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists and
support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m.
$1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805937-9750.

bread, and dessert followed by Bingo. Dinner tickets
include first Bingo card. Held to support the programs of
the Avila Beach Community Center. Feb. 7, 6-8:30 p.m.
$5-$10. my805tix.com. Avila Beach Community Center,
191 San Miguel St., Avila Beach, 805-627-1997.

EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout classes for

ARTS

required. Tuesdays, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m. Free. 805-9371574. Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 S.
Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

FREE WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or
experience required. Mondays, 7 & 8 p.m. Free. 805937-1574. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez, mavericksaloon.org.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS
Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons for
all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles welcome.
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for 4-week session. 805-

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m. everybodycandance.
webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland
St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

FREE SALSA CLASSES No partner or experience

FREE WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or
experience required. Wednesdays, 6:30 & 7:30 p.m.
805-937-1574. Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869
S. Bradley Rd., Orcutt.
INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor. Fridays, 9
a.m.-noon $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance,
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.
INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. and
Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-9376753.
INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance,
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.
MUSIC LESSONS Learn acoustic or electric
guitar, mandolin, ukulele, bass, piano, violin, drums,
percussion, voice, mandolin, banjo, saxophone, and/or
clarinet. The academy offers private lessons by the hour
or half hour for all age groups and ability. ongoing 805925-0464. Coelho Academy of Music, 325 E. Betteravia
Rd., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA SEWING SUPERSTORE CLASSES
Visit site for full list of classes and more details.

ARTS continued page 13

ARTS from page 12
Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. santamariasewing.
com. Santa Maria Sewing Superstore, 127 E. Main St.,
Santa Maria, 805-922-1784.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANCE CLASSES
Hosted by the Kings of Swing. All skill levels welcome
(adults). Couples and singles welcome. Pre-registration
recommended. Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. $45. 805-928-7799.
Adkins Dance Center, 1110 E. Clark Ave., Santa Maria.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FIRST FRIDAY ARTIST RECEPTIONS Valley Art
Gallery features 12 artists each year. Enjoy art, wine,
and food at these opening receptions. First Friday of
every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-937-2278. valleygallery.
org. Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BOOK OF THE YEAR BOOK DISCUSSION: THE
HONEY BUS We will be discussing the Cuesta College
Book of the Year, The Honey Bus: A Memoir of Loss,
Courage and a Girl Saved by Bees by Meredith May. Feb.
5, 1-2 p.m. Free. 805-929-3994. slolibrary.org. Nipomo
Library, 918 W. Tefft, Nipomo.

EXHIBITS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

GLO ARTIST SHOW The gallery’s featured show for
the month of January. Through Feb. 1 Free admission.
gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand
Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517.
PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS
Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis.
Featured artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert
Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more. ongoing, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Free. 805-686-1080. pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art
Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste C, Solvang.

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY AND BEYOND:
RECENT PHOTOGRAPHIC LANDSCAPES BY
GEORGE ROSE Located in the Wildling Museum’s
Valley Oak Gallery. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. through March 16 $5. 805-688-1082.

wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature,
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

show includes an artist reception. ongoing Ameriprise
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., suite 104, Santa Maria.

THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY ARTS ASSOCIATION:
SECOND SATURDAY ARTISANS Applications to be

SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS JURIED
EXHIBITION ongoing smartscouncil.org. Betteravia

a featured artist will be accepted throughout the series.
Second Saturday of every month, 12-5 p.m. Free. 805688-7338. santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez Valley
Grange Hall, 2374 Alamo Pintado, Los Olivos.

STAGE

THE SPIRIT OF SOLVANG: FROM DANISH ROOTS
TO CALIFORNIA COLONY This exhibit tells the story
of Solvang from its founding as a Danish American
colony through its transformation to a tourist destination.
The history of Danish immigration to America is detailed
with displays that originated at the National Museum of
Immigration in Ellis Island, NY. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11
a.m.-4 p.m. through Feb. 16 805-686-1211. elverhoj.org.
Elverhoj Museum of History and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way,
Solvang.

WINTER SALON Gallery Los Olivos will exhibit more
than 50 gallery artists’ fine art hung salon style. The
town of Los Olivos will be hosting its annual “Olde
Fashioned Christmas” the same day. Through Jan. 31,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805-688-7517. Gallery Los Olivos,
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, gallerylosolivos.com.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ART EXHIBIT: MARGIE BOWKER A display of
painting and art tiles. ongoing Santa Maria Country Club,
505 W. Waller Lane, Santa Maria.

FEATURED ARTIST: ESTHER BARTLETT The Santa
Maria Public Library will be exhibiting the art of Central
Coast artist, Esther Bartlett. Patrons and art enthusiasts
alike are encouraged to stop by the library’s Shepard
Hall Gallery, view the art, and learn more about the
artist. Feb. 4-March 5 Free. 805-925-0994. Shepard
Hall Art Gallery - Santa Maria Public Library, 421 South
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

FEATURED ARTIST: PATRICIA LIPSCOMB The
Santa Maria Public Library will be exhibiting the art of
Central Coast artist, Patricia Lipscomb. Patrons and art
enthusiasts alike are encouraged to stop by the library’s
Shepard Hall Gallery, view the art, and learn more
about the artist. Through Jan. 30 Free. 805-925-0994.
cityofsantamaria.org. Shepard Hall Art Gallery - Santa
Maria Public Library, 421 South McClelland St., Santa
Maria.

LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS: CONTINUING SERIES
An ongoing series of shows, facilitated by advisor Terry
Dworaczyk, to spotlight local art and artists. Each

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHUMASH CASINO RESORT

Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

RIPCORD Presented by SMCT. Through Feb. 1 Santa
Maria Civic Theatre, 1660 N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

PUMP BOYS AND DINETTES The 2020 theatre
season starts off with a bang, laced with a bit of
country twang. Oceano’s Great American Melodrama is
presenting the Tony-nominated hit musical. ThursdaysSundays, 7-9:30 p.m. through March 22 $24-$32. 805489-2499. americanmelodrama.com. Great American
Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays, 3-5 p.m.
Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino Community
Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I Street, Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

COMPUTER DROP-IN WORKSHOP The Santa
Maria Library is pleased to announce a free computer
drop-in workshop. The workshop will be presented in the
Learning Center, located on the first floor of the Library.
Patron driven; patrons will be able to choose the topics.
Feb. 5, 5-6 p.m. 805-925-0994-8562. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HELP WITH COMPUTERS WORKSHOP Feb. 1, 11
a.m.-noon 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library,
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SIMPLE SPANISH Instructor based Spanish class for
beginners. Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-

I’M JUST A BILL

Comedian Bill Burr will perform at the
Chumash Casino Resort on Friday, Feb. 7,
at 8 p.m. Aside from his stand-up career,
Burr is known for his television work, as
the creator and star of Netflix’s F is for
Family and for his recurring role on AMC’s
Breaking Bad. Tickets to the show range
from $89 to $119. The resort is located at
3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez. Visit
chumashcasino.com for more info.
—C.W.
9750. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

STEM CELL AND REGENERATIVE MEDICINE
CLASS Join us to learn about stem cell allograft
services as an option for knee, hip and shoulder pain.
Every other Thursday, 5:30-6:45 p.m. Free. 805-614-
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Learn About the History of Guadalupe

Guadalupe Cultural Arts & Education Center
Providing educational cultural awareness of diverse
community groups, ethnic arts, presentations & classes.
Open to
the public
you’ve got an opinion.
What’s Your Take? We know
Everybody’s got one!
This
week’s
online
poll
1/30–
2/6

What do you think about voluntary military-style programs like the Grizzly Youth Academy?
m They’re excellent. Many at-risk kids have turned their lives around.
m They’re good as long as there is long-term support and accountability built in.
m They’re a waste of resources. Unless things change across society, no good
comes of them.
m I have no strong feelings about such programs.

Enter your choice
online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

Tues–Sat
10am–4pm

We invite schools, clubs and social groups to tour our facility.
Artist and presenters are welcome to schedule exhibits.
For more information: Karen Evangelista at 805-478-8502

1055 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe CA

www.GuadalupeCulturalCenter.com
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7820. RestorativeSpineandJoint.com. Moxie Cafe, 1317
W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BOLT: BOARD OF LIBRARY TEENS An opportunity
for teens to plan upcoming teen events, make changes
in the teen zone, and more. Feb. 3, 4-5 p.m. Free.
805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
HAM RADIO HAM Radio operators can show guests
how to build their own radio and share information about
operating them. Mondays, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Free. 805937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the HiWay Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers: $20;
Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load. Sundays,
4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. Hi-Way Drive-In,
3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.
RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT: MAH
JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-922-2993.
Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY
MEETING Toastmasters International is a worldwide
IMAGE COURTESY OF DAYANNA KNIGHT

SUPPORT GROUPS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A foster
parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays 805-9652376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130 Skyway Dr.,
suite 501, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

AWAKENED PARENTING SITTING GROUP The
intention of this group is to provide space for meditation
and discussion in a supportive community. Appropriate
for parents of children of all ages and anyone interested
in exploring awakened parenting. First Monday of every
month, 6:30-7:30 p.m. whiteheronsangha.org. White
Heron Sangha Meditation Center, 6615 Bay Laurel Place,
Avila Beach.

GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (SOUTH
COUNTY) Hospice SLO County is offering this support
group for those grieving the death of a loved one. Held
in the Church Care Center. Drop-ins welcome. Tuesdays,
10-11:30 a.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New
Life Pismo, 990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

HOW TO GET YOUR LOVED ONE SOBER A familyfriendly seminar presented by The Haven’s clinical
staff. Open to the public. Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Free.
thehaven.com. The Haven Facitilities, 391 Front St.,
Grover Beach, NA.

SPOUSE AND PARTNER LOSS SUPPORT GROUP
(SOUTH COUNTY) A Hospice SLO support group for
those grieving the loss of a partner or spouse. Held in
Room 16. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 5-6:30 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo,
990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

#METOO: DROP-IN SUPPORT GROUP FOR
WOMEN These monthly support groups are for adult
women who have experienced sexual harassment or
sexual abuse. The focus of the group is to create a safe
place for participants to share, be connected with local
resources, and get support in the healing process. First
Tuesday, Friday of every month, 12-1 p.m. RISE, 51 Zaca
Ln., Ste. 100, San Luis Obispo, 805-226-5400.

CHILD LOSS SUPPORT GROUP Hospice SLO County
is offering this support group for those grieving the loss
of a child. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/support-groups.
Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.
FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP A support
group for those who are caring for a loved one, no
matter the diagnosis. Drop-ins welcome. Every other
Friday, 2:30-4 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org.
Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

CREATE & LEARN
VIVID VIKINGS

The Book Loft hosts an author talk with
Dayanna Knight on Sunday, Feb. 9, from
2 to 3 p.m. Knight is the creator and
illustrator of The Viking Coloring Book.
Admission is free and guests are welcome
to color with Knight after the talk. The
store is located at 1680 Mission Drive,
Solvang. Call (805) 688-6010 or visit
bookloftsolvang.com for more info.
—C.W.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays, 9:30
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
WINTER MAKERSPACE It’s time to create, build,
explore, and use your imagination at the Library Maker
Events. Join us in the Learning Center. Popsicle picture
frames, digital editing, create and cut with silhouette.
Feb. 1, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y
nonprofit educational organization that empowers
individuals to become more effective communicators
and leaders. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 805-264-6722.
santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/. Toyota of Santa
Maria, 700 E Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

Sewing Cafe offers various classes and workshop. Call
for full schedule. ongoing Sewing Cafe, 541 Five Cities
Dr., Pismo Beach, 805-295-6585.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET ADELINES
INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all women who are

MIND & BODY

interested in learning about barbershop-style music
singing and performing. Thursdays, 6:45-9:30 p.m.
805-736-7572. Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 S.
Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

ADULT COLORING PROGRAM Come and enjoy

SEWING CAFE CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St.
suite 102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663.

this new trend in adult creativity and relaxation at the
Santa Maria Public Library. The program is free, and
all materials will be provided. Wednesdays, 1-2:30 p.m.
805-925-0994-8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

YACK AND SNACK Thursdays, 1 p.m. oasisorcutt.

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA Release and

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free. naughtyoak.

org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805937-9750.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

HOMESHARESLO COFFEE CHAT Learn about
homesharing, share your housing stories, and network
with others. First Wednesday of every month, 10:3011:30 a.m. Free. 805-215-5474. homeshareslo.org.
Coffee Bean, 354 Five Cities Dr., Pismo Beach.

NIPOMO SENIOR CENTER The center is open
five days a week; closed on weekends and holidays.
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-929-1615. Nipomo
Senior Center, 200 E. Dana St., Nipomo.

open your body with breath, props, and meditation.
Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.com. Yoga for
Mankind, 130 N Broadway, suite B, Orcutt.

FIT CLUB A club to energize both body and soul. Pre
and post workout drinks will be available. MondaysFridays, 9 a.m. Balance Nutrition, 1975 S. Broadway,
suite E, Santa Maria.

GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get
support from others from the comfort of your own home.

14 • Sun • January 30 - February 6, 2020 • www.santamariasun.com

Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E
Orange St., Santa Maria.

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute meditation
followed by a brief discussion. Meetings take place in
the sanctuary. All are welcome. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon
Free. 805-937-3025. Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165
Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen is available every
day by appointment for Wisdom Readings with Tarot
and Oracle cards. Gift certificates available. ongoing
$95-$160. 805-598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine
Inspiration, 947 E Orange St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MINDFUL MOVEMENT AND MEDITATION A
practice of breath and body awareness as you move
through areas of tension, increase range of motion and
strengthen our relationship with the present moment.
Saturdays, 9-10:15 a.m. $10 suggested donation.
whiteheronsangha.org. White Heron Sangha Meditation
Center, 6615 Bay Laurel Place,
Avila Beach.

the whole family that features stories, movies, and a
craft. Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m. through Feb. 18 Free. 805-9250994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

HOMEWORK HELP Free after school homework help
for grades K-6. No sign-ups required; first come, first
served. Mondays-Thursdays, 3:30-6:30 p.m. Free. 805925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland
St., Santa Maria.

HOPEFUL HEARTS STORY TIME Features
storytelling in a variety of formats, songs, and finger
plays. Open to preschoolers aged 3 to 5 and their
families. Wednesdays, 10:30-11 a.m. through Feb. 19
Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA WARRIOR
CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior with kids parkour
classes in a safe setting. For ages 5 and up. Wednesdays,
Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-349-7575. Santa Maria
Town Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics
classes for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start
walking on their own). Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays,
9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m. $35-$55. KT’s All Star
Gymnastics, 237 Town Center East, Santa Maria, 805349-7575.
NEON NIGHTS AT ROCKIN’ JUMP Fridays,
Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. 805-266-7080. Santa Maria Town
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF ELVERHOJ MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND ART

SILVER SNEAKERS ZUMBA
Appropriate for all ages and
fitness levels. An easy-to-follow
dance fitness class. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10
a.m. Free for members; $6 to
drop-in. 805-441-7932. Oceano
Community Center, 1425
19th St., Oceano, adulted.
luciamarschools.org.

JAN. 30 – FEB. 6
2020

WATER EXERCISE FOR
ALL AGES These classes help
relieve joint pain, enhance your
breathing, and increase your
range of motion. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays,
6:30-7:30 p.m. 805-481-6399.
5 Cities Swim School, 425
Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande,
5citiesswimschool.com.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

RESTORATIVE FLOW YOGA
AT THE MONDAY CLUB
Enjoy a restorative/flow yoga
class with Kevin Hauber. All
proceeds benefit The Monday
Clubhouse Conservancy Capital
Campaign. Please bring your
own yoga mat. Mondays,
5-6:15 p.m. $15 at door. 805541-0594. themondayclubslo.
org. The Monday Club, 1815
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

SPORTS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAL POLY BASKETBALL
VS CAL STATE FULLERTON
It’s Special Olympics Night, so
all local Special Olympians get
in to the game for free. Jan.
30, 7 p.m. gopoly.com/. Mott
Athletics Center, 1 Grand Ave.,
San Luis Obispo, 805-7567297.

TOO COOL FOR SCHOOL

The Elverhoj Museum of History and Art presents The Spirit
of Solvang exhibition through Sunday, Feb. 15. This exhibit
celebrates Solvang’s Danish roots and features several photos
from the museum’s collection, which have been meticulously
restored by Paul Roark. The museum is located at 1624
Elverhoy Way, Solvang. Call (805) 686-1211 or visit elverhoj.org
for more info.
—C.W.

CAL POLY BASKETBALL VS LONG BEACH STATE
It’s Faculty/Staff Appreciation Night at Mott, so all Cal
Poly Faculty and Staff get up to 4 free tickets. Feb. 5, 7
p.m. gopoly.com/. Mott Athletics Center, 1 Grand Ave.,
San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS. HAWAI’I Come out for

Special Olympics Night. Feb. 6, 7-9 p.m. Mott Athletics
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

KIDS & FAMILY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BILINGUAL STORY TIME/HORA DE CUENTOS
Features exciting stories, songs, and rhymes in both
Spanish and English. Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. through
Feb. 19 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library,
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

BOUNCING BABY STORY TIME Explore pre-literacy
skills through music, movement, and visual stimulation
and promote a healthy bond between baby and caregiver.
For babies up to 12 months. Fridays, 11:30 a.m.-noon
through Feb. 21 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
FAMILY AFTERNOON STORY TIME Story time for

Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

READALOUD The Buellton Library presents ReadAloud,
a play-reading group for adults, teens and children 9
and up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-3115. Buellton
Library, 140 W. Highway 246, Buellton.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical
Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose,
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805-7144927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and Boone
Streets, Santa Maria.

SPIRITUAL
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all
women regardless of denomination. Class includes
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while listening
to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare offered on
site. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free.
805-922-1919. cornerstonesm.org. Cornerstone Church,
1026 E Sierra Madre Ave., Santa Maria.

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join Hope
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ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

ON SALE NOW!

A Celebration
of Joni Mitchell
feat. Kimberly
Ford
SAT., FEBRUARY 29

ALWAYS AMAZING.
NEVER ROUTINE.
SOLD OUT
PEDRO FERNANDEZ

BILL BURR

JANUARY 31 | FRIDAY | 8 PM

FEBRUARY 7 | FRIDAY | 8 PM

AIR SUPPLY

NICK SWARDSON

FEBRUARY 14 | FRIDAY | 8 PM

FEBRUARY 15 | SATURDAY | 8 PM

San Luis Obispo Guild Hall
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT

MY805TIX.COM

Does your organization sell tickets? Get more
exposure and sell more tickets with a local
media partner. Call 546-8208 for more info.

Can I crash
on your couch
for awhile?
Ask us about our
Foster Program

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

Anyone can help!

Tala is a playful
two year old
husky who’s
looking for that
special someone
with the time to
exercise and play
with her. Tala
has great house
Tala
manners, loves to
cuddle, and is sweet to kids and strangers.
She is a great dog!!! Contact us today to
find out how to meet and possibly adopt
this beautiful girl.

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

(805) 937-1766

This ad provided by:

The Maxim in Real Estate

(805) 878-0807

Must be 21 years of age or older to attend. Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.

Welcome to Freedom

Winter Special:
$25 off any service

An anthology of 14 science fiction
short stories written by H.W. Moss
Cover illustration by Steve Moss
Published by

NetNovels.com

se habla español
805-868-0954
www.santamariasun.com • January 30 - February 6, 2020 • Sun • 15
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Community Church for Sunday morning and Wednesday
night services. Children care provided for infants and
children under 4. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and Wednesdays,
6:30 p.m. Free. 805-922-2043. hopesm.com. Hope
Community Church, 3010 Skyway Dr. suite F, Santa Maria.

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE SESSIONS Certified
Intuitive and Evidential, Spiritual Medium, Julie Renee
Medley offers 1/2 private readings. Please call to set
an appointment or for consultation. ongoing $60 per
1/2 hour or sliding fee can be utilized. 937-271-5646.
CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

CONNECTING WITH YOUR INNER DIVINE First
Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8 p.m. $15. 805-6744277. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd.,
Arroyo Grande.

HOUSE OF GOD CHURCH SERVICES Join Pastor
Joseph and Amanda Anderson every Sunday for prayer,
healing, and more. Sundays, 9:30-11 a.m. 805-888-7714.
House of God Church, 946 Rockaway Ave., Grover Beach.

FOOD & DRINK
FARMERS MARKETS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh fruit
and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and activities
for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m. Lompoc Farmers
Market, Ocean Avenue and I Street, Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S
flowers, and other plants from the nursery are available
for purchase. Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.3 p.m. 805-934-2182. Growing Grounds Farm, 820 W.
Foster Rd., Santa Maria, t-mha.org.

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local farmers
and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orcutt
Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

RECOVERY DHARMA SLO COUNTY A peer-led
movement using Buddhist practices and principles to
overcome addiction through meditation, personal inquiry,
and community. Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. Free; donations
welcomed. NA. The Haven Facitilities, 391 Front St.,
Grover Beach, thehaven.com.
SUNDAY FOR SPIRIT PSYCHIC READINGS

largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays, 6:10-9
p.m. Downtown SLO, Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

YOUTH SERVICES The City Church Central Coast

produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25 p.m.
Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors.
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot, 325
Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SLO TUESDAY FARMERS’ MARKET Tuesdays,

holds youth services for junior high school students.
Mondays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-929-8990. thecitycc.org.
Faith Life Community Church, 726 W Tefft St., Nipomo.

2:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Farm Supply, 224 Tank Farm Rd.,
San Luis Obispo.

VOLUNTEERS

EVENTS

for Meals on Wheels. Volunteers can help deliver every
other week and deliveries take two hours. Call or visit site
to join. ongoing 805-938-1200. mealsonwheelssmv.org.
Santa Maria, Citywide, Santa Maria.

WELCOME TO THE PLANET

Planet Lucha presents a winner-take-all match at the Lompoc Veterans Memorial Hall on
Saturday, Feb. 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. Featured wrestlers include Diablo Azteca (pictured), Kadin
Anthony, Vintage Dragon, Laydee Vayne, and others. Tickets range from $15 to $20 and are
available in advance at my805tix.com. The venue is located at 100 E. Locust Ave., Lompoc.
—C.W.
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413.
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St.,
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals from
all over the world. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-693-8864.
kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 343 N. Refugio Rd.,
Santa Ynez.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

MEALS ON WHEELS: VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
NEEDED Santa Maria Valley is in need of volunteer drivers

JAN. 30 – FEB. 6
2020

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND Produce,

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes

Features an assortment of psychic readers. Sundays, 1-5
p.m. Vaires. 805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post Office,
936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF RAUL VALADEZ

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and Barrel
Room available to members. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
805-686-2603. roblarwinery.com. Roblar Winery, 3010
Roblar Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING ROOM HOURS
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info.

Follow Our Footsteps!

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS This tasting
room highlights community-based winemaking. Features
various member winemakers. Mondays, WednesdaysSaturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805-243-8398. lompocwinefactory.
com. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering handcrafted
wines, charcuterie, and cheeses. Fridays-Sundays, 12-5

p.m. 805-735-5000. facebook.com/montemarwines.
Montemar Wines, 1501 E. Chestnut Ave., Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS This
winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling wine.
Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-7369032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat Cellars, 1520
Chestnut Court, Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS Features a food truck every
Friday. Fridays, 5 p.m. Wine Stone Inn, 255 W. Clark Ave,
Orcutt, 805-332-3532.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST Enjoy pancakes, eggs, sausage,
coffee, and juice while you meet new and old friends.
Proceeds support OASIS Community Center. Second
Saturday of every month, 7:45-9:45 a.m. $5. 805-9379750. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt. m

POWER OUTAGES?
NO PROBLEM.

Join classes now to perform in

Sleeping Beauty

Classes for ages 2 through adult!

Come try a class for free!

Solar + battery backup delivers savings + security.
Install solar + battery and get 26% tax credit + 20% rebate.
Reserve your battery backup system today.

solarponics.com (805) 466-5595
TESLA POWERWALL CERTIFIED INSTALLER • CSLB# 391670 • SINCE 1975

SOLAR ELECTRIC • BATTERY BACKUP • EV CHARGERS • POOL HEATING
WATER HEATING • RADIANT HEATING • COMMERICAL & RESIDENTIAL

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

Everybody Can Dance
Home of the Santa Maria Civic Ballet
628 S McClelland, Santa Maria

Ad sponsored by the

Call 805-345-5570 or visit everybodycandance.webs.com
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• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• The Century Room Restaurant
offering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar offering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca
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LOCAL NOTES
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Live Music
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S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

CARMEN AND THE RENEGADE VIGILANTES

Feb. 1, 8-11 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto
St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

DO NO HARM LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Feb. 1, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

FIRST FRIDAY ‘80S NIGHT Featuring the Molly
Ringwald Project. First Friday of every month,
8:30-11:30 p.m. $10 after 8 p.m. Maverick Saloon,
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

KELLY’S LOT LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Feb. 2, 1:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

REGGAE BAE: Reggae artist Ras Danny performs at the Naughty
Oak Brewing Company on Friday, Jan. 31, from 6 to 9 p.m.

details on the concert, call the venue at (805) 9250658 or visit osullivanspub.net. The pub is located
at 633 E. Main St., Santa Maria.

LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts perform
every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

Reggae royalty

MARK TESLA BAND LIVE Food and drinks
available for purchase. No outside food or drinks
allowed. Feb. 7, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

MOONRIDGE LIVE Jan. 31, 8-11 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

NOONTIME CONCERT WITH OPERA SANTA
BARBARA Join the Wildling Museum for a special
Noontime Concert in the galleries with Opera Santa
Barbara. Feb. 5, 12-1 p.m. Free. 805-688-1082.
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

ODDLY STRAIGHT LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Jan. 31, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

THE RESERVE LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Feb. 8, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
SALT MARTIANS LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Feb. 1, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SAME MOTHER, SAME FATHER LIVE Food and
drinks available for purchase. No outside food or
drinks allowed. Feb. 8, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern,
5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-9670066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
SUNDAY ROUND-UP Enjoy live music on the
patio and special menu offerings every Sunday
morning. Sundays, 11 a.m. Free. Maverick Saloon,
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

TERESA RUSSELL AND COCOBILLI LIVE Food
and drinks available for purchase. No outside food or
drinks allowed. Feb. 9, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cold Spring
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

FRY-DAY: Hayley and the Crushers are performing at O’Sullivan’s Pub on Friday, Jan. 31, at 9 p.m, in celebration of their new album,
Vintage Millennial.

Crush hour
Hayley and the Crushers
celebrate new album, Vintage
Millennial, at O’Sullivan’s Pub
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

O

nce described as a demonic version of The
Go-Go’s, pop punk and surf trio Hayley and
the Crushers specializes in poolside glitter
trash, a self-coined genre that sums up the group
pretty well.
“We like to think if you had a really fun and
wild pool party, then fished out the stuff you
found in the bottom of the pool the next day, that
would be us,” bandleader Hayley Crusher Cain
said, explaining the term.
Cain recently opened up to the Sun about the
group’s new album, Vintage Millennial, which
premiered this month and is now available
through Spotify, Bandcamp, and other platforms.
And courtesy of Eccentric Pop Records, the
album—the group’s third—is also available on
pink vinyl.
“Our new LP is all about modern snark with an

oldies heart,” said Cain, whose personal favorite
single on the album is “Gabbie is a Domme”—the
band’s most “pop” song to date, complete with
1960s-esque girl-group backing vocals.
“I wrote the song about a roommate I had 10
years ago when I lived in Long Beach. She worked
in a sex dungeon and had gone from submissive to
dominatrix,” Cain said. “She gave me all her white
underthings, which even at the time felt weirdly
poetic—a song waiting to be written.”
Although local to the Central Coast, Cain and
company—bassist Reid Cain and drummer
Benjamin Cabreana—have spent the last year
touring extensively, logging in an estimated total
of 100 days on the road.
“We toured more than a dozen states in 2019, and
essentially live in the van when we are not home,”
Cain said after describing the band’s ProMaster,
which they acquired at the beginning of last year.
“It has made traveling considerably more
comfortable,” she said. “We even have a coffee
machine in there.”
To celebrate Vintage Millennial, Hayley and the
Crushers are performing a special release show at
O’Sullivan’s Pub in Santa Maria on Friday, Jan.
31, at 9 p.m. Opening acts include Pure Love Gang
and DJ Daisy Van Tassel. The show is open to
ages 21 and over. Admission is $5 and guests can
look forward to free cake (appropriate). For more

PHOTO COURTESY OF CARMEN AND THE RENEGADE VIGILANTES

Hailing from Trench Town, Jamaica, reggae
artist Ras Danny has backed Black Uhuru,
Lee Scratch Perry, The Meditations, and other
legendary acts over his 20-year-plus career.
Currently based in Ventura, the musician is
venturing up the Central Coast and stopping in
Orcutt to perform at the Naughty Oak Brewing
Company on Friday, Jan. 31, from 6 to 9 p.m. Bob
Marley, Mighty Diamonds, Gregory Issacs, and
Dennis Brown are among Danny’s biggest musical
influences.
Like most shows at Naughty Oak, admission
is free, and Beau’s Dogs will be on site serving
up grub for purchase (starting a bit before the
concert, at 5:30 p.m.). The brewery is located at
165 S. Broadway St., suite 102, Orcutt. Call (805)
314-2368 or visit naughtyoak.com for more details.
Also in Orcutt, pop artist Nataly Lola is set to
perform at Blast 825 Brewery on Friday, Jan. 31,
at 6 p.m. Probably best known for her work with
local favorite Ghost/Monster, Lola is flying solo
during this complimentary concert. For more
info on the show, call (805) 934-3777 or visit
blast825brewery.com. Blast 825 is located at 241 S.
Broadway St., Orcutt.

More music
“I see a bad moon a-rising/ I see trouble on the
way.” Los Angeles-based country band Moonridge
is most certainly on the rise, and locally so at the
Maverick Saloon in Santa Ynez, come Friday,
Jan. 31, as the group takes the stage from 8 to
11 p.m. And trouble is on the way, just as CCR

LOCAL NOTES continued page 18
PHOTO COURTESY OF COLD SPRING TAVERN

TOM BALL AND KENNY SULTAN LIVE Enjoy
a blend of guitar and harmonica blues, and rags,
and good time music. Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
Sundays, 1:15-4 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine
with 4 seasonal releases each calendar year. Price
includes 3 VIP access tickets to each SipMusic
event, and 1 album and 1 bottle of premium wine
every 3 months. ongoing $40. Lompoc Wine
Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-243-8398,
lompocwinefactory.com.

MUSIC LISTINGS continued page 18

RENEGADE ROCKERS: Country-rock band Carmen and the Renegade Vigilantes performs at the
Maverick Saloon on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 8 to 11 p.m.

PARTNERS IN RHYME: Americana and classic rock duo Oddly Straight performs at the Cold
Spring Tavern on Friday, Jan. 31, from 6 to 9 p.m.
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predicted, as country-rock group Carmen and
The Renegade Vigilantes performs the following
evening, Saturday, Feb. 1, from 8 to 11 p.m.
Entry to both performances is free. To find out
more about upcoming artists at the saloon, call
(805) 686-4785 or visit themavsaloon.com. The
venue is located at 3687 Sagunto St., suite D,
Santa Ynez.
Eclectic duo Oddly Straight kicks off the
Cold Spring Tavern’s weekend lineup on Friday,
Jan. 31, performing from 6 to 9 p.m. This pair
of local musicians blends Americana, classic
rock, and other genres. Santa Barbara-based
bluegrass band Salt Martians plays the following
afternoon, Saturday, Feb. 1, from 1 to 4 pm.
Blues, jazz, Motown, and soul group Do No
Harm follows later that evening, performing
from 5 to 8 p.m. This local five-piece features
Irene Fredricey on vocals, Tom Woliver on
guitar, James Thomas on keyboards, Roger
Runjavac on bass, Barry Birmingham on drums.
The tavern’s lineup comes to a close with
contemporary blues and folk band Kelly’s Lot on
Sunday, Feb. 2, who perform from 1:30 to 4:30
p.m. Admission to every show at Cold Spring
is complimentary. The tavern is located at 5995
Stagecoach Road, Santa Barbara. Call (805)
967-0066 or visit coldspringtavern.com for more
details. m
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote this week’s
Local Notes. Contact him at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ALL FOR REAL WITH SARAH JACKSON First
Saturday of every month, 7:30-11:30 p.m. Anthony’s,
859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

entertainment from local and touring alternative, indie,
rock, punk, reggae, ska, alt-country, and other left-ofcenter musicians several times throughout each month.
ongoing Free. O’Sullivan’s Pub, 633 E. Main St., Santa
Maria, 805-925-0658, osullivanspub.net.

LIDO LIVE Live music at Lido at Dolphin Bay. Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-773-8900.
thedolphinbay.com/lido. Lido Restaurant at Dolphin Bay,
2727 Shell Beach Rd., Pismo Beach.

MUSIC FROM THE HEART The Santa Maria Valley Sr.

Free. 805-773-6563. puffersofpismo.com. Puffers of
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach.

Foxen will have live music and a food truck on property.
Second Sunday of every month, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Free
admission. 805-937-4251. foxenvineyard.com. Foxen
Winery & Vineyard, 7600 Foxen Canyon Rd., Santa Maria.

Club presents “Music from the Heart” featuring Riptide
Big Band and vocalist, Bob Nations. Free, thanks to
grant funding from Community Foundation of San Luis
Obispo County. Feb. 9, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-8135186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510
Park Ave., Santa Maria.

GLORIA MANTOOTH AND SOUL FYAH Second

NATALY LOLA LIVE Jan. 31, 6 p.m. Blast 825

FOXEN SECOND SUNDAYS: LIVE MUSIC AND
FOOD TRUCK Every second Sunday of every month,

Saturday of every month, 6-8 p.m. Anthony’s, 859
Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

Brewery, 241 S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805934-3777, rooneysirishpub.net.

GOSPEL BRUNCH WITH BROTHA FRANK First

OPERA SANTA BARBARA: NOONTIME OPERA
SELECTIONS FROM IL POSTINO The Santa Maria

Sunday of every month, 2-5 p.m. Anthony’s, 859
Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

HAVANA NIGHTS Enjoy live music acts, including
Victor Valencia and others. Fridays, 7-9 p.m.
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House, 4869 S. Bradley Rd.,
Orcutt.

HAYLEY AND THE CRUSHERS LIVE Featuring

RAS DANNY LIVE Jan. 31, 6-9 p.m. Naughty Oak
Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St. suite 102, Orcutt,
805-287-9663, naughtyoak.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT COSTA DE ORO Enjoy live music

STEEL PULSE LIVE Feb. 8, 6 p.m. Presqu’ile Winery,

and complimentary appetizers every week. Thursdays,
Fridays, 5-7 p.m. and Saturdays, 3-5 p.m. Free. Costa
De Oro Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson Ave., Santa Maria,
805-922-1468, cdowinery.com.

5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110,
presquilewine.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT MOXIE CAFE Enjoy live music from

ACOUSTIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 3-6 p.m. Seaventure

local artists, food, and drinks. Thursdays-Saturdays,
5-8 p.m. Free admission. moxiecafe.com/music/. Moxie
Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-361-2900.

LIVE MUSIC AT NAUGHTY OAK Enjoy a different
musical act and food vendor every Friday evening.
Fridays, 5:30 p.m. Free admission. Naughty Oak Brewing
Co., 165 S Broadway St. suite 102, Orcutt, 805-2879663, naughtyoak.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT O’SULLIVAN’S Featuring live

LIVE MUSIC AT SCOTTY’S Enjoy live music from
local artists, cocktails, and food. Fridays, 6-9 p.m.
Scotty’s Bar and Grill, 750 Price St., Pismo Beach, 805773-1922, scottysbarpismo.com.

REMEMBER WHEN ROCK WAS YOUNG: THE
ELTON JOHN TRIBUTE This musical journey, starring

Public Library and Opera Santa Barbara are delighted
to announce the return of the popular Noontime Opera
at the library. Seating is limited and is offered on a first
come first serve basis. Patrons are encouraged to arrive
a few minutes early. Feb. 3, 12-1 p.m. 805-925-0994.
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria.

Pure Love Gang and DJ Daisy Van Tassel. For ages
21 and over only. Jan. 31, 9 p.m. $5; free cake.
hayleyandthecrushers.com. O’Sullivan’s Pub, 633 E.
Main St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0658.

Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave., Pismo Beach, 805779-1779, seaventure.com.

BLUES MASTERS JAM Wednesdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co, AG, 1462 E. Grand Ave.,
Arroyo Grande, 805-474-8525, figmtnbrew.com/.
food on the patio. Fridays, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805489-9099. branchstreeetdeli.com. Branch Street Deli,
203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

Craig Meyer, celebrates the character, charisma and the
chart-topping musical magic of Sir Elton John, including
classic hits such as “Crocodile Rock,” “Candle in the
Wind,” “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road,” and many more.
Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. $48-$60. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.
org. Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks
Ave., Arroyo Grande.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY HOSTS SONG
CONTEST Songwriters At Play’s song contest
continues for our third season. Once a month, 10
contestants play 2 original songs each, and 3 judges
award 3 prizes. First Tuesday of every month, 6:30-9
p.m. through June 2 Free. 805-204-6821. Puffers of
Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach, puffersofpismo.
com/.

A VALENTINE CABARET Show will include vocalists

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music and

LIVE MUSIC AT PUFFERS Tuesdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

and musicians in an intimate club-like setting. Feb. 9,
4:30-6:30 p.m. $35. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.org/
event/cabaret-805-2/. Clark Center for the Performing
Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

WEDNESDAYS: LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music in
the fireplace room. Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. Seaventure
Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave., Pismo Beach, 805779-1779, seaventure.com.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

MICHAEL NOWAK AND ORCHESTRA NOVO
WITH ROBERT THIES The fourth installment of
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NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

Live. Love. Art.
Be a part of the arts!

New Times Media Group is proud to present our 31st annual Spring Arts guide to
the Central Coast.
This special edition pull out will be your guide to everything and anything arts
related happening on the Central Coast over the next six months.
Celebrate the ARTS with New Times and the Sun ... the leading Arts and
Entertainment resources to San Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties.

Contact your sales rep today!
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the Community Novo: Co-Creation Project. Nowak is
working with at-risk and incarcerated youth, and the
juvenile justice system, to inspire and empower through
music and art. Feb. 9, 4-6 p.m. $40. my805tix.com.
Cuesta College Cultural and Performing Arts Center,
Highway 1, San Luis Obispo, 805-546-3198.

SAX SUMMIT 2020 This blockbuster concert will
showcase eight of the finest jazz saxophone players in
the area in a wide array of ensemble formats. Feb. 9,
3-5:30 p.m. $10-$25. Mount Carmel Lutheran Church,
1701 Frederciks St, San Luis Obispo, 805-544-2133.

ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho Bowl, 128 E Donovan
Rd., Santa Maria.

RANDY LATIN PARTY MIX Fridays, 9:30 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

DJ CAMOTE Thursdays, 5 p.m. Harry’s Night Club And
Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805-7731010, harryspismobeach.com.

DJ DRUMZ AT MONGO’S Fridays Free. 805-4893639. mongossaloon.com. Mongo’s Saloon, 359 W.
Grand Ave., Grover Beach.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LOMPOC CONCERT ASSOCIATION
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FIDDLE ME THIS

The Lompoc Concert Association presents rock violinist Adam DeGraff at the First United
Methodist Church on Friday, Feb. 7, at 7:30 p.m. DeGraff is performing as part of his
North American tour, Rock Violin Neat. Tickets are $25 for adults and $5 for students. The
church is located at 925 N. F St., Lompoc. Call (805) 588-5971 or visit lompocconcert.org
for more info.
—Caleb Wiseblood

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC

DJ/DANCE
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St.,
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. Free.
805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free.
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-2337.
OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

KARAOKE WITH DJ RANDY Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

805 NIGHTS For ages 21-and-over only. Come
enjoy dancing to your favorite music videos. Fridays,
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Free. 805-219-0977.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe.

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.

DJ VEGA: OLD SCHOOL AND PARTY MIX

KARAOKE WITH YSABEL Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

Saturdays, 9 p.m. Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St.,
Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 805-598-6772.
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-3101827. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights
a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For ages 21-andover. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-925-2405.

Sweet
Valentine
Say it with flowers

SECOND SATURDAYS: OPEN MIC Inquire about
how to sign up for a 30-minute window. Second Saturday
of every month Vino et Amicis, 156 S. Broadway, Orcutt,
805-631-0496, vinoetamicis.com.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main
St., Santa Maria. m

(805) 922-0578

2255 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
www.ﬂowercarriage.net
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Arts Briefs
Hancock College holds
annual Student Art Show

IMAGE COURTESY OF ANGELINA SALAS

Artwork from more
than 50 Allan Hancock
College students is
currently on display
in the school’s annual
Fine Arts Student Art
Show, which opened
on Jan. 23. Submission
to the exhibition was
exclusive to students
enrolled in the college’s
fine arts program. The
exhibit will remain on display in the Ann Foxworthy Gallery through
March 13.
Many of the students featured in the show intend to
pursue careers in the fine arts, according to the college, and
earn either certificates or associate degrees offered through
Hancock’s fine arts programs. Featured media include
painting, photography, drawing, digital arts, graphic design,
ceramics, animation, and mixed media.
“It’s wonderful to be able to shine a light on the inspiring
work of our fine arts students and showcase the numerous art
classes and mediums students have an opportunity to explore
at Hancock,” Laura-Susan Thomas, Ann Foxworthy Gallery’s
Director, said in a press release. “Some of these students are
just beginning their journey to become professional artists,
while others are continuing to explore their love for the arts and
polishing their skills.”
The exhibit is open to the public Monday through Thursday,
from 9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m., and Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
Ann Foxworthy Gallery is located inside Hancock’s Academic
Resource Center, at 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria. Visit
hancockcollege.edu/gallery for more info.

Aimee Ginsburg Bikel
signs new book in Solvang
The Book Loft in Solvang hosts a book signing event with
author Aimee Ginsburg Bikel on Saturday, Feb. 15, from 2 to 4
p.m. Bikel’s new book, The City of Light, is centered on her late
husband, Theordore Bikel, the Austrian-American actor, singer,
and peace activist. The book tells the story of Theodore’s
childhood in Vienna and will be available for purchase during
the event.
Admission to the signing is free. Call (805) 688-6010 or
visit bookloftsolvang.com for more details. The Book Loft is
located at 1680 Mission Drive, Solvang.

Great American Melodrama
presents Pump Boys
and Dinettes
Pump Boys and Dinettes opens at the Great American
Melodrama and Vaudeville on Thursday, Jan. 23 , at 7 p.m.
From Los Angeles-based director Allison Bibicoff, this iteration
of the Tony Award-nominated musical runs through Sunday,
March. 8, with performances held Thursdays and Fridays at 7
p.m., Saturdays at 3 and 7 p.m., and Sundays at 6 p.m.
The cast of Pump Boys and Dinettes features Katie Worley
Beck, Eleise Moore, Mike Fiore, Alejandro Gutierrez, Kurt
Morrow, and Mark Schenfisch. These six performers not only
sing but play their own respective instruments on stage as
well, which gives the production a unique vibe, according to
Dan Schultz, artistic director of the Melodrama.
“Pump Boys feels like a concert where you have a backstage
pass and get to hang out with the musicians,” Schultz said in a
press release.
Tickets to the show range from $24 to $32, with discounts
available for seniors, students, active military, and children.
The Great American Melodrama and Vaudeville is located at
1863 Front St., Oceano. Call the theater at (805) 489-2499 or
visit americanmelodrama.com to find out more. m
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send
information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

TWILIGHT HOURS: “Their evening routines make for beautiful viewing from below, like magical glow worms perched into the majestic cliffs of El Cap,”
photographer Aya Okawa said, describing the distant mountain climbers seen from afar in her photo, Human Constellations.

Muses of the night
Starry Nights exhibition showcases painting,
photography, and poetry at Wildling Museum
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

GALLERY
without a flashlight, but how do
you paint it? It feels a little foreign
to us as diurnal creatures. But just
like during the day, I try to paint
what I see,” Merrell said. “Vision is
reduced at night, so things we see
and understand during the day lose
context and shapes merge together.
It’s great for avoiding the literal
and trying to find the poetry in the
landscape.”
Speaking of poetry, a collection
of poems by Santa Ynez-based
author Dan Gerber will also be on
display in the Wildling exhibition,
accompanying the show’s visual
art. Gerber’s work has previously
appeared in The New Yorker,
Partisan Review, Caliban, The
Best American Poetry, and other
publications.
Gerber contributed five original
poems to be showcased in the
exhibit. One piece, entitled “Ever,”
alludes to the hazy ring of light we
call our home galaxy.
“I wonder if I’ll ever/ get beyond
The Milky Way/ by dying—I
wonder/ if atoms of/ my living
body now/ will ever get that far—I/
wonder what I/ mean by I.”
“The poems selected for the
exhibit will, I hope, help provide an
atmosphere for the paintings and
photos,” Gerber said. m

Sun, commenting on his favorite
environment to paint in.
The exhibit features three
nightscapes by Merrell, including
two landscapes painted on location
in Joshua Tree National Park. The
third piece was painted along the
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood also
western edge of the Salton Shore.
wonders what Gerber means by I.
“I primarily paint in oil, but will
Send interpretations to cwiseblood@
also use watercolor when I’m hiking santamariasun.com.
somewhere that
IMAGE COURTESY OF ERIC MERRELL
I don’t want to
carry an easel,”
the Los Angelesbased artist
said.
For Merrell,
one challenge
behind painting
night-themed
paintings
comes from
finding the best
way to depict
the effects of
moonlight on
a landscape—
through color
and other
PAINTING IN THE MOONLIGHT: “We can see easily in moonlight without
design choices.
a flashlight, but how do you paint it? It feels a little foreign to us as
“We can
diurnal creatures. But just like during the day, I try to paint what I see,”
see easily in
artist Eric Merrell said.
moonlight

Okawa gradually realized that
the
distant lights were headlamps
potting the Milky Way at night
of climbers on the mountain, which
is one thing, but catching a
she learned from other climbers who
glimpse of it in broad daylight
were also viewing from below.
is quite another. Beginning Feb. 1,
“I learned that these climbers
museumgoers in Solvang can do
rest, cook, and sleep staked into
just that. Open as early as 11 a.m.,
night and day dwellers alike can stop the mountainside as they await the
sunrise to resume their climbs,”
by the Wildling
Okawa said.
Museum of Art
“Their evening
and Nature to
Here comes the night time
routines make for
enjoy paintings
The opening reception for Starry Nights:
beautiful viewing
and photography
Visions of the Night Sky, a new exhibition
from below, like
depicting
at the Wildling Museum of Art and Nature,
magical glow
landscapes
takes place on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 3 to 5
worms perched
enveloped by
p.m. The exhibit will remain on display in the
into the majestic
main gallery through Monday, June 15. The
moonlight.
cliffs of El Cap.”
museum is located at 1511 Mission Drive,
Titled Starry
As for paintings,
unit B, Solvang. Call (805) 688-1082 or visit
Nights: Visions
the Wildling
wildlingmuseum.org for more info.
of the Night
exhibition
Sky, this new
features a variety
exhibition
of nocturnally inspired paintings by
will remain on display through
historical artists Fernand Lungren,
June 15. Curated by Stacey OttePHOTO COURTESY OF MARC MUENCH
Lockwood de
Demangate and Lauren Sharp, this
Forest, and
group show strives to capture the
Charles Rollo
majestic expanse of the open night
Peters, as
sky, exploring the subject through
well as more
multiple media.
“I love to explore the intersection of contemporary
human activity and natural landscapes pieces by Nathan
Huff, Eric Merrell,
through photography,” said featured
and others.
photographer Aya Okawa, whose
“If you spend
photo, Human Constellations, is
any amount
showcased in the exhibit.
of time in the
The photo was taken in Yosemite
open desert
National Park one autumn evening,
sometime during twilight, Okawa said. away from cities,
“I visited the meadows to view the you’re going to
experience dark
night sky and the last of the Milky
nights, starry
Way’s presence in the Northern
skies, and bright
Hemisphere. As night fell, sparkling
GOT MILKY WAY? Figueroa Mountain Under the Milky Way, by photographer Marc Muench, is one of the featured landscapes
lights on the sheer cliff face of El
moonlight,”
on display in Starry Nights: Visions of the Night Sky.
Capitan caught my eye,” she said.
Merrell told the
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DAYTRIPPER
PHOTO BY ANDREA ROOKS

P A C I F I C C O N S E R VA T O R Y T H E A T R E

Neil Simon’s

Hop on over
FANCY FLIP: During her hour
of jump time, my 13-year-old
daughter perfected her
Barani flip, which involves a
midair 180-degree turn.

Get
jumpin’

Rockin’ Jump is located upstairs
in the Santa Maria Town Center mall,
371 Town Center East. Tickets start at
$15 for an hour. Visit rockinjump.com/
santamaria for info.

Kids of all ages bounce
to their heart’s content
at Rockin’ Jump
BY ANDREA ROOKS

S

“

feb 13 - mar 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRET ROOKS

o, are you going to jump?”
“No, I don’t think so,” I replied.
“But I reserve the right to change
my mind!”
This recent conversation with a
friend is running through my head
as my husband, Bret, and I escort six
giggly preteens through the Santa
Maria Town Center mall.
It’s mid January, and we’re here for my
older daughter’s 13th birthday party—
and she’s ready to flip out. Literally. We
take the mall’s escalator upstairs and
follow our two daughters and their
friends, who’ve all been here before: the
Rockin’ Jump trampoline park.
CLIMB HIGH: My younger daughter brought a friend to Rockin’ Jump—and
These places are basically the
they took advantage of the climbing wall between bouncing on the indoor
modern-day equivalent of a roller rink.
park’s trampolines.
I grew up going to birthday parties
where we strapped eight wheels to our
numerous Barani flips (midair 180-degree turns),
feet and zoomed around in circles to “Walk Like
a few front tucks, and a front layout or two.
and Egyptian” and the Ghostbusters theme song.
After she’s had her fill of the tricks area, we
After trying not to break any bones for an hour,
follow her to the place of open bedlam. Seriously,
we’d gather in a slightly sweaty party room for
it’s nearly 20 trampolines with dozens of kids
pizza, cake, and plastic favors.
jumping, flipping, hopping, and somehow not
Now the kids slip on special grippy socks,
squishing each other.
throw their stuff in a locker, and get jumping.
I don’t regret not jumping today—there aren’t
Meanwhile, I’m praying no one breaks any bones. any adults playing out there, and it’s a treat to
Rockin’ Jump has the classic birthday party
watch my daughters and their friends have such
rooms, but it’s also got parents in mind—we
unbridled fun. For the record, I likely would have
walk past a lounge area with big-screen TVs and
jumped if it wasn’t such a busy Saturday, so I still
couches, a snack bar, and massage chairs. This
reserve the right to change my mind. Next time. ❍
place gets it.
We find my older daughter and her gymnastics Associate Editor Andrea Rooks is glad she didn’t
teammate doing crazy flips onto an inflated pad. I injure any kids on a trampoline. Send grippy socks
see why she wanted to come here—I watch her do to arooks@newtimesslo.com.
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SANTA MARIA
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Organizations

Active Events
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Venues
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The numbers say it all.
Whether you want to put on a successful event or find the
hot ticket, My805Tix is your local source for everything tickets.
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SUN SCREEN
Film Reviews
All theater listings are as of Friday, Jan. 31

BAD BOYS FOR LIFE

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Detectives Mike Lowrey (Will Smith) and Marcus
Burnett (Martin Lawrence) team up one more time
in this third installment of the popular Jerry Bruckheimerproduced action spectacle, this time co-directed by Adil El
Arbi and Bilail Fallah (Black, Gangsta). Confronting career
changes and midlife crises, the two old partners join Miami
PD’s elite AMMO team to take down cartel kingpin Armando
Armas (Jacob Scipio).
It’s been 25 years since the first Bad Boys, an epic action
comedy that was a huge commercial success even while critics
panned it as bloated, over-the-top nonsense. It was also Michael
Bay’s feature-length directorial debut. Eight years later, Bay
and producer Bruckheimer were back with Bad Boys II, another
commercial blockbuster with even worse reviews.
This third installment is more of the same over-the-top
nonsense, delivering similar obnoxious fun as the first two,
buoyed along by the incredible chemistry between the two
leads. Their banter is infectious, and their charisma is
engaging as hell.
Even though the plot is silly, the action sequences
cartoonish, and the entire goings-on pure fantasy, it’s still a
blast to watch. File this film under, “I’m embarrassed to have
liked it.” It’s irresistibly fun and undeniably dumb, but yes, I
liked it!
Apparently I’m not alone. It’s the best reviewed film of
the trio. El Arbi and Fallah’s direction is propulsive and crisp,
and the dynamic between Burnett, who wants to retire from
the force, and Lowrey, who’s determined to find out who’s
killing prominent Miami law enforcement and justice officials
and why, is engaging. Their “ride or die” bond, after almost
a quarter of a century together, is finally in jeopardy. That
dynamic manages to up the emotional ante, insofar as a film
like this can muster emotion.
Look, compared to all the great films that have come out
in the last few months in the run-up to awards season, this is
shallow film fare, but if you’re longing for the lowbrow bling of
the summer blockbuster, this film delivers.
The film certainly has fun joking about Lowrey’s and
Burnett’s ages, largely through the AMMO team of Mod
Squad-esque youngsters. There’s irreverent Rafe (Charles
Melton), who thinks Lowrey’s past his prime; sassy Kelly
(Vanessa Hudgens), who’s beautiful and capable; tech wiz
Dom (Alexander Ludwig), who’s sworn off violence because
he’s too good at it—all led by Rita (Paola Nunez), who used
to date Lowrey and still harbors feelings for him.
The real plot complication comes from Isabel (Kate del
Castillo), Armando’s mother, who also shares a past with
Lowrey. She’s directing her son’s revenge mission, and part of
the plot’s fun is unraveling her and Lowrey’s connection.
A couple of the first two films’ co-stars also return,

PICK
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SCORING

FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing
MATINEE..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT...........It’s worth a rental
STREAM IT.....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

Guy’s toughs

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIRAMAX

be entertaining.
Mickey is a man not
to be trifled with.
His business is the
most important
riter-director Guy Ritchie (Snatch, Sherlock
Holmes, Aladdin) helms this crime-action
thing in the world
film about cannabis drug lord Mickey
to him except,
Pearson (Matthew McConaughey), who’s trying to
of course, for his
sell his profitable business to billionaire Matthew
beautiful wife,
Berger (Jeremy Strong) with the help of his rightRosalind (Michelle
hand man Raymond (Charlie Hunnam). The
Dockery). The
simple plan is complicated by tabloid publisher
mainstay of the film
Big Dave (Eddie Marsan), who hires private eye
is Mickey’s rightFletcher (Hugh Grant) to dig up dirt on Pearson
hand man Ray,
and his connection to minor royal family member
who lets Fletcher
Lord Pressfield (Samuel West). Things become
walk him through
further complicated by Chinese and Russian
the narrative of
COACH AND CREW: Colin Farrell as Coach (center) turns street kids into boxers clad in snazzy tracksuits.
gangsters, as well as a gang of amateur boxers
what he thinks
trained by Coach (Colin Farrell). (113 min.)
has happened so
a nice touch of meta storytelling that Fletcher
far, as well as his big new idea for a blockbuster
has turned his investigation of Mickey into a
Glen: If—in the face of recent Guy Ritchie films
movie. It’s a contrived storyline and you’ll
screenplay, one that we get to see play out in the
such as The Man From U.N.C.L.E., King Arthur:
definitely need to suspend your disbelief, but
flashbacks, some of which are false—remember,
Legend of the Sword, and Aladdin—
is the movie fun? Hell yes it is!
Fletcher is an unreliable narrator. Eventually all
you’re missing the chaotic joy of his
Farrell’s Coach is an added delight,
becomes clear, and the film resolves satisfactorily,
THE GENTLEMEN
earlier work such as Lock, Stock and
dressed in ridiculous tracksuits
but not before Ritchie has pulled his audience
What’s it rated? R
Two Smoking Barrels; Revolver; and
and bespectacled by huge plasticthrough London’s dirty underbelly, populated
What’s it worth, Anna? Matinee
RocknRolla, you’re in luck. Ritchie’s
rimmed glasses—the guy is a
What’s
it
worth,
Glen?
Matinee
back with another complex,
character. Prospective buyer Berger by an unforgettable rogue’s gallery of characters.
If you’re into this sort of crime romp, this is
Where’s it showing? Parks
character-driven, comedy-crime
is an under-the-radar villain who
definitely worth a matinee.
Plaza
Theater,
Stadium
10
romp filled with whip-smart
thinks he’s smarter than everyone
Anna: It’s definitely enough fun for a trip to the
in Arroyo Grande, Downtown
dialogue, bouts of violence, and
else. Bad news, buddy. Mickey
theater. Like you, I think hitting a matinee of this
Centre
in
SLO
enough complications to keep you
has more than a few tricks up his
rollicking adventure is the way to go. There’s a lot
guessing throughout. The setup
sleeve. Is this cinematic genius? I
of talent on that screen—the fact that Mickey is
features Fletcher (a terrific Hugh
have to vote no, but it is a fun way
one of the more boring characters speaks to the
Grant with a decidedly more low-born accent
to pass the time as we wait for awards season to
supporting cast. I liked Grant’s turn at playing an
than his usual posh Brit) explaining to Mickey’s
end and summer blockbusters to begin.
un-posh scumbag—he doesn’t always have to be
security man Raymond (Charlie Hunnam with a
Glen: It’s all about the outlandish characters,
the guy getting the girl! So refreshing! The action
pretty terrible British accent) why his boss should
and Coach is definitely a standout. He takes kids
is prevalent and occasionally unconventional,
give Fletcher 20 million pounds to bury all the
off the street and teaches them to box and have
enough to keep you on your toes for the entire
dirt he dug up on Mickey, which will otherwise
self-respect, so when his group of boxers does
go to Fletcher’s employer Big Dave, the tabloid
something boneheaded—like raid one of Mickey’s wild ride. Clever enough cutaways and twists in
the storyline make you think one thing happened
publisher. As Fletcher reveals his investigation,
underground farms, film the ensuing fight, and
only to learn later it was something else entirely.
we see through flashbacks how we got to where
post it on social media—Coach has to step in
You want the bad guy to lose, as long as you feel
we are, but Fletcher is an unreliable narrator, not
and make things right. Farrell is great in the role,
confident you actually know who he is, and the
to mention a real sleazeball. Can he be trusted?
playing Coach as a stand-up guy who tries to do
not-as-bad guy to win! It’s a sort of unconcerned
Grant’s never been more conniving! The film
the right thing but isn’t afraid of a little dirty work
whodunit where bodies end up in freezers, drugs
busies itself with laying out all the various players
when needed. He and Raymond understand one
run rampant, and everyday reality seems far
on the field of battle, which is basically a feeding
another—they both have an honorable criminals’
removed from the world on screen. I didn’t find
frenzy on Mickey and his pot operation. As soon
code, which is more that I can say about Dry Eye
The Gentlemen to be terribly witty or shockingly
as it gets out that Mickey’s trying to sell, the sharks (Henry Golding), henchman for Chinese crime
clever, but it was one thing for sure: entertaining.
start circling, but what all the sharks don’t seem
boss Lord George (Tom Wu), who Mickey isn’t
Sometimes that’s all you need from a Saturday
to realize is that Mickey’s a shark, too, and he’s the
interested in selling to because the Chinese deal in
afternoon at the theater. All the hoopla will be
shark with the biggest bite. Entertaining, funny,
deadly heroin. Ritchie—like Martin Scorsese and
more fun on the big screen, so catch it there while
violent—this is Ritchie back in early career form.
his interest in the Italian mob—seems fascinated
you can. m
Anna: Ritchie knows that this sort of over-theby criminals with a moral code, even a twisted
top action shoot-’em-up needs a good dose of
one. He writes Mickey’s character like a gentleman
Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior
comedy to really succeed, and he doesn’t fail.
who moves through uppercrust English society
Grant is great as the smarmy Fletcher—just gross
Staff Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna.
with ease but also quietly asserts himself as the
enough to be unlikeable but funny enough to
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
king of the underworld’s jungle. It’s certainly
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FILM
PHOTO COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES

LEARNING TO KILL: After her family is murdered, ordinary woman Stephanie Patrick (Blake
Lively) hunts down the killers, in The Rhythm Section.

FILM REVIEWS from page 22
including Joe Pantoliano as Capt. Howard and Theresa Randle
as Burnett’s wife. In a nod of respect to the original two films,
their director Bay has a cameo as a wedding emcee. It’s all in
fun, and I wish I had more to say about the film, but there’s no
subtext or layered meaning. What you see is what you get: a $90
million audience-pleasing spectacle with a pumping soundtrack,
outsized action sequences, and a couple megawatt stars who
look like they’re having a blast collecting another fat paycheck.
If that’s your jam, get thee to the theater. (123 min.)
—Glen Starkey

DOLITTLE

What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Stream it
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Co-writer and director Stephen Gaghan helms this new
version of the Doctor Dolittle story about a physician, Dr. John
Dolittle (Robert Downey Jr.), who can talk to animals.
It’s hard as an adult to critique a movie made for kids.
Am I too jaded a moviegoer to look past mediocre animation
and just admire the huge feats we’ve made in computer
technology? Am I so disconnected from my child self that I
can’t enjoy a movie absent drugs or sex or violence? Worst of
all, am I too old (gasp) for fart jokes?
These are the weighty questions I painstakingly mulled over
as I watched Robert Downey Jr. talk to computer-generated
animals in Dolittle, yet another restoration of the 1967 tale
about a doctor who learns to talk to, and prefers the company
of, animals of all species.
This year’s rendition strays from the plot of the 1998
Dr. Dolittle that Eddie Murphy stars in and circles back to a

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES

SCREWED: The Turning, an unnecessary update of Henry James’ horror novella The Turn of the
Screw, stars Mackenzie Davis as governess Kate.

storyline closer to that of the original. Like in the 1967 film, this
one is set in 19th century England and follows Dr. John Dolittle,
who, in the 2020 rendition, retreats after his wife dies to live
holed up in his manor with the many animals he’s rescued.
Dolittle lives in solitude for years until a royal messenger
comes knocking on his door, informing him that the queen
of England is gravely ill and has personally requested his
renowned medical opinion. Despite his initial reluctance,
Dolittle agrees to treat the queen, who he finds has been
poisoned with a dose of deadly nightshade. He and his animals
embark on an adventure to find the only known antidote: the
fruit of the Eden Tree.
At a glance, Dolittle has everything I would’ve loved to see
in a movie as a child—cute and funny animals, a dangerous
sea adventure to a mysterious island, royalty, and lots of British
accents. Dolittle’s slapstick jokes got big laughs from the
children in the inexplicably packed audience at my showing,
and whenever something mildly sad happened to an animal, big
“awes” followed.
But for me, Dolittle missed the mark.
As I watched the flat storyline and nonexistent character
development play out before my eyes, I yearned for the deep
ups and downs I once felt while watching movies like Finding
Nemo (2003), Shrek (2001), and the Harry Potter installments
(2001-2011) all those years ago: the desperation I endured
when Nemo was taken from his father and the ocean and
plopped into a tiny tank with strangers; or the way my friends
and I copied Donkey and shouted, “And in the mornin’, I’m
makin’ waffles!” at every sleepover for years after Shrek.
Momentarily, I thought that maybe I just love those movies
because I was still a child when I first saw them. Maybe it’s
nostalgia. But then I thought about Avatar: The Last Airbender
(2005-2008), an animated show that aired on Nickelodeon and

R

THE GENTLEMEN

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
See Split Screen.

1917

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Co-writer and director Sam Mendes (American Beauty,
Jarhead, Spectre) helms this World War I epic about
two young British soldiers—Lance Cpl. Blake (Dean-Charles
Chapman) and Lance Cpl. Schofield (George MacKay)—who
are tasked with the impossibly dangerous mission of crossing
German lines to warn the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire
Regiment that their planned impending attack against the
Germans will be charging into a deadly ambush, and to make
the perilous mission even more urgent, Blake’s brother is among
the 1,600 endangered soldiers in the regiment. (119 min.)
—Glen

PICK

THE RHYTHM SECTION

What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Reed Morano (Meadowland, I Think We’re Alone Now)
directs Mark Burnell’s script about a revenge-seeking
woman (Blake Lively) out to kill those who orchestrated a
plane crash that killed her family. With the help of a mysterious
operative (Jude Law), she assumes the identity of an assassin
and tracks down those responsible. (109 min.)
—Glen

NEW

CHEER

In case you were wondering, the
college is located in the small town of
When? 2020
Corsicana, Texas, and ambitious youth
What’s it rated? TV-MA
come from all over the country just to
Where’s it available? Netflix
see if they have what it takes to be a
eady? OK! One, two, three, four,
cheerleading is a sport I never thought Navarro cheerleader.
The co-ed squad, coached by Monica
about before … until now. I should
Aldama, is the official cheer squad for all
also confess that I never really thought
about cheerleading as a sport, but that
athletic teams of the community college.
all changed once I started watching
Let me just put that into perspective
Cheer, a Netflix original docuseries.
for a moment. Not only do these young
Warning: minor spoiler ahead! Cheer women and men practice and train for
follows the lives of the (now) 14-time
pep rallies and games, they also train for
National Champion Navarro College
their own competition.
Cheer Team.
The squad spends hours on perfecting
IMAGE COURTESY OF NETFLIX
a two minute and 15 second routine for
the NCA & NDA Collegiate Cheer and
Dance Championship in Daytona Beach,
Florida. I cannot stress how difficult and
physically draining the routine is and the
hours spent to get it right.
It’s amazing to see the young women
propelled by their male counterparts into
the air while simultaneously performing
stunts—in mid-air. At the same time,
it can really put you on the edge of
your seat when a girl falls because she
wasn’t properly caught at the end of her
stunt and gets injured (this happens a
few times, and the injuries vary from
minor to severe).
Now, just because you’ve made the
ALL OR NOTHING: Netflix’s
Navarro cheerleading team does not
docuseries Cheer dives into the heart
mean you’ll make it to “mat.” There
of Navarro College’s competitive
are about 38 to 40 people on the entire
cheerleading team.
team, but only 20 will be selected to

was made for children that I absolutely loved as an adult.
When all is said and done, it doesn’t matter if something
is made for kids or adults or if its rated G or R. What make
a movie good is a compelling story told through complex
characters, and Dolittle simply didn’t have that. (106 min.)
—Kasey Bubnash

PLEASURES
perform the routine at the championship
competition. Those 20 could change, at
the direction of Aldama and her coaching
team, due to injures, lack of confidence
in a teammate, low stamina, and this is
just a small list of what she’s looking at.
Aldama is a hard-ass who is
passionate about winning but just as
passionate when it comes to her kids
(cheer squad).
Throughout the film, we get an
intimate glimpse of the lives of the squad
members: their upbringings and what
got them into the cheer world.
The stories are not what I would have
expected. Many of the teammates have
experienced neglect from parents, the
death of a parent, have made wrong
choices, or experienced discrimination
because of their sexual identity.
It’s hard not to root for every single
person on that team who has overcome
hardships, and, for some, it was
cheerleading that got them through it.
Interestingly enough, after college,
there is no athletic cheer squad that
men and women can be drafted
into, like football or baseball. So for
many, this is it. It’s the most difficult
and rewarding time in their life. (Six
episodes, 52 to 62 min.) ❍
—Karen Garcia

STAR WARS: THE RISE OF SKYWALKER

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In
J.J. Abrams (Star Wars: The Force Awakens, Star Trek
Into Darkness, Super 8) haphazardly directs the last
chapter in the third and final trilogy in the Star Wars saga, in
which Rey (Daisy Ridley) must channel her inner strength as a
Jedi to lead the Resistance in the fight against the Sith. Without
giving away (too many) spoilers, I think The Rise of Skywalker
definitely feels like the end of an era for this saga (although
give it a few years, and I’m sure we’ll get spin-offs similar to
Solo and Rogue One). It only makes sense, it being the finale
and all, that director J.J. Abrams feels the need to throw every
card he has into this film—a little too much nostalgia and new
characters all at once for me. (142 min.)
—Karen Garcia

PICK

THE TURNING

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Nothing
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
Floria Sigismondi (The Runaways) directs this
supernatural mystery about Kate (Mackenzie Davis),
a young governess charged with overseeing two disturbed
orphans, Miles (Finn Wolfhard) and Flora (Brooklynn Prince).
Based on Henry James’ classic novella, The Turn of the Screw,
the story is updated by writers Carey and Chad Hayes.
While the film earns points for style, the muddled retelling
of James’ classic horror tale feels misguided and unnecessary.
It strives for James’ own unresolved ending, but the only screw
getting turned is the audience’s. (94 min.) ❍
—Glen

NEW

Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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FOOD
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF MARK VELASQUEZ

WELL-ROUNDED: In restaurants, tasting rooms, and special events, wait staff are constantly learning about the products you’re
ordering. Those wines on the wine lists don’t sell themselves! Presqu’ile Winery (pictured) offers several themed food-and-wine
pairings where patrons and staff alike continue expanding their palates.

Ode to the wait staff
Raw truths from an ex-food server
BY BETH GIUFFRE
Waiters are overpaid for
was either the best or worst waitress
what they do
(according to handwritten notes on my check

I

receipts). My status depended entirely on
False. Some people think all a food server has
circumstances because even the most skillful
to do is plop a plate down on the table. My friend’s
waiters could not pull off a triple seating on a
daughter recently left restaurants to become an ER
Friday night when you’re understaffed and you
nurse. And every time she enters another room
got assigned the one busser who just started. To with a patient undergoing a medical emergency, she
make everyone in your section happy, you need
has to catch herself before she says, “Hi, I’m Lauren,
to be able to multitask like a super mom, think
I’m going to be your server tonight.” Seriously. The
like a 911 dispatcher, know
ER is comparable to a busy
the rules of service like
night in a restaurant.
Tipping the scale
Miss Manners, entertain
People who think food
Here are some pro tips on what the percentage
like P.T. Barnum, and
servers are rich and don’t
you leave behind as a gratuity says about you:
move like a mogul skier.
deserve tips are the same
• A 5 percent tip: You’re a hater.
And every table is a new
people have never waited
• A 10 percent tip: You’re almost self-aware
table, with unknown
tables. Waiters make
but not quite.
variables that will make
minimum wage, plus tips.
• A 15 percent tip: You play by the rules.
your head spin.
Insurance is rarely included.
• A 20 percent tip: You either waited tables
I must say I am
No 401K and no retirement.
before or enjoy good karma and blown kisses.
grateful for what I have
And you have to claim a
learned from my time
portion of your tips on
in restaurants (20 years of on and off work:
your taxes. So your paycheck is usually enough to
busing, hostessing, bartending, expediting,
cover one, maybe two grande Starbucks drinks.
managing, and waiting tables in cafés,
You make tips, but you have to give the largest
corny food chains, and fancy Zagat-rated
percentage to your busser, the hosts, the expediter
restaurants).
(who runs the food), and sometimes (if the owner
So I would like to say thank you, Central
is too cheap to pay them properly), the cooks. After
Coast servers, for making sure we have
tipping out, depending on the business and price
everything we need when we’re fortunate
point of the restaurant, you can gross anywhere
enough to eat out. I wish I could start a support from $12 to $300 in tips.
group for you, but in lieu of that, I’m going to
get raw about how hard your job is.
Here’s a little true-or-false quiz that pulls
back the curtain on this side of food service.
Maybe you can relate.
False. Comedian Chris Rock said it best when
he said some people have careers and some people
have jobs. People who have careers better shut
up when they’re around people with jobs, he
False. I’ve seen that look of disappointment
said (using a few more bad words). But here’s the
on the faces of hungry people. It’s hard to
thing: Aside from a handful of people I know who
swallow. Your waiter is stalking the kitchen
bartend because they love socializing with people,
window like a vulture waiting for meat to drop
MOST people who work as servers are brilliant,
on the line. They’re afraid to face you until
and some may even be their customer’s future
they have your food. If it were true that waiters
boss. They’re smart enough to know that waiting
really couldn’t care less how your meal goes,
tables means short shifts (four to six hours tops)
then why is their greatest fear seeing you frown
at your plate?
and cash, and it will pay the bills while they finish

Waiters only wait because
they failed at other careers

Waiters don’t care
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FILE PHOTO BY BETH GIUFFRE

SMART STAFF: If I were younger and had the stamina to work in restaurants again, Farmhouse Corner Market in SLO is where I
would apply. These pros have studied their menus and aim to please.
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA FERGUSON-SPARKS BY STEPHANIE RUSSO

their master’s or doctorate, rehearse their
star role, or raise their own children instead
of paying a day care $15 an hour.

Celebrities are fun to wait on
False. Too much pressure! This is
when your favorite manager becomes a
micromanager! I once worked in a place that
was such a scene, the hosts would hand us a
piece of blue card stock with every table to let
us know which celebrity we were waiting on.
We had to bring them all the extra freebies that
the chef would also be stressing over. I always
felt like regulars should be treated like stars—
you come in all the time, you’re my celebrity.

There are good servers,
and there are bad

HERE TO SERVE: Waiters not only take your orders and bring you
delicious food that you didn’t have to shop for or prepare, they’re
responsible for knowing the ins and outs of the menus they place
before you—including seasonal menus, such as the Cuyama
Buckhorn’s locally sourced, seasonal offerings.

False. They are slammed, or not slammed.
Remember the ER comparison? There are
as many moving parts in restaurant service
as there are angels in heaven. And when
your perfectly presented steaming hot food
ends up on your plate on time, after the drinks
are served chilled to perfection, water refilled,
delusional and health-detrimental special requests
granted, check presented right after the last sip of
espresso and dessert, it’s a beautiful miracle.

It’s such an easy job
False. Those wines on the wine lists don’t sell
themselves. You have to study their properties and
memorize their special qualities like you’re a premed student. Sometimes you even get quizzed by the
GM or the chef himself. You are the face of the food!

Your server will not be reading
your Yelp review
True. As much as you want to make them pay,
I never met a food server who was masochistic
enough to read critiques on their place of work.

Waiting tables can be fun
and funny
True. Ever seen the movie, Waiting with Ryan
Reynolds? Well watching that is even better
than having a server support group. It’s raunchy,
hilarious, and 100 percent plausible. Folding

napkins is the best time to get to know some
remarkable human beings. You make good money.
You work short shifts. And there are former food
servers who appreciate your every move! ❍
Sun contributor Beth Giuffre dedicates this
column to all the food servers, past and present,
suffering from job-related-post-traumatic stress.
Send a fiver to bgiuffre@newtimesslo.com.

Nibbles & Bites
• Daisy Delights Cake Studio is celebrating its
new location at 330 Tefft St., suite F, in Nipomo
with kids activities, music, signature cupcakes,
and prizes every hour, including a chance to win
free cupcakes for a year (which is kind of exciting
to imagine). The cake fest happens Feb. 1 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Daisy Delights specializes in wedding
and custom cakes and offers dozens of delicious
sweet treats, including cake pops, custom cookies,
French macarons, brownies, mini pies, chocolate
mousse cups, and chocolate-covered pretzels. Visit
daisy-delights.com for more information (and to
visualize a year of cupcakes). ❍

Associate Editor Andrea Rooks has no trouble
imagining 365 cupcakes. Send sprinkles and tips
about delicious upcoming events to arooks@
newtimesslo.com.

Voted BEST Pizzeria
2 years straight!

SERVING
PATRICIO’S
PIZZA

Create a

VALENTINE’S

Same
Great
Pizza!
Same Great Taste!

Day To Remember

Featuring

VALENTINE’S DAY
Friday, February 14

Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!
NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Experience fine dining with a “Million Dollar View.”
This year, spend your Valentine’s Day overlooking the
dramatic Pacific coastline of the gateway to Big Sur.

Call for Dinner Reservations (805) 927-5708

WWW.RAGGEDPOINTINN.COM

Wood Fired, Artisan,
Gourmet Pizzas
EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS
119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.937.8976

805.623.7111

156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

belloforno.com

OTO805EATS.com

IN CASMALIA
Your Hosts: the Ostini Family

World’s Best Barbecue
Steaks • Seafood • Ribs

Watch for some exciting

NEW SPECIALS & GIVEAWAYS
on our Facebook page
A CENTRAL COAST TRADITION SINCE 1952

- 65 -

Reservations (805)

Amazing Years

always recommended

937 6151

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .98 + tax
Exp. 2/6/20

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

5

There’s No Substitute for Quality!
SANTA MARIA
LOMPOC
985 E. Betteravia
1413 North H Street
BUELLTON
GOLETA (THE ORIGINAL)
205 East Hwy 246
5735 Hollister
MILPAS
DOWNTOWN SB
216 South Milpas
628 State Street
LA CUMBRE PLAZA
ISLA VISTA
3890 La Cumbre Lane Norte
888 Embarcadero Del

RIBS
Finger Lickin’
GOOD

$ .06 + tax

Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm
Sun: 7am–8pm

Exp. 2/6/20

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

Restaurant and Bakery

Locally owned and operated

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt, CA
(805) 937-1871
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our
official Box Office at Boo Boo Records in SLO
Suppoing local journalism, one ticket at a time.
Annual Gala:
Morro Bay
Chamber of
Commerce
FRIDAY,
JANUARY 31
Morro Bay
Community
Center

Ripcord –
A comedy
by David
Lindsay-Abaire
SELECT DATES
THRU
FEBRUARY 2
Santa Maria
Civic Theatre

Bang Muay
Thai
Curriculum
Review
SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 1
Sleeping Tiger
Fitness

The Odd Couple
SELECT DAYS UNTIL FEBRUARY 16
By The Sea
Productions

February Brewasana
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Oak & Oer
Brewing Co.

Sisters of the Eah: A Hea
Centered Mastermind Experience
THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 6, 20, 27
Center for Spiritual Living

Avila Beach Spaghei Dinner
Bingo Night
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Avila Beach Community Center

Instantly Expand Your Reach: A
Collaborative Business Building Event

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
San Luis Obispo Country Club

Planet Lucha Returns!
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Lompoc Veteran’s
Memorial Hall

Michael Nowak & Orchestra Novo
with Robe Thies
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
CPAC at Cuesta College

CASS Wine Seminar:
Bubbles
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
CASS Winery

Barrel Room Conce:
Moonshiner Collective
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
CASS Winery

Sax Summit
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Mt. Carmel
Lutheran Church

Valentine Day Movie Night
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Downtown Paso Robles
Main Street Association

Tribute to Robea Flack
& Don McLean
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
The Savory Palee

An Evening of MAD Comedy
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Cambria Center
for the As Theatre

A CASS Valentine
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
CASS
Winery

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

Get your tickets online or at
Boo Boo Records, the official
Box Office for My805Tix events!
Boo Boo’s is located at
978 Monterey Street in SLO.

Clarinet Quintet
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Monarch Club
at Trilogy

Valentines Chocolate +
Wine Workshop
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
CASS Winery

Valentine’s Day
at the Castle
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Tooth & Nail Winery

Valentine’s 80’s Prom
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Pavillion
on the Lake

Arsenic and Old Lace
FEBRUARY 14–MARCH 1
Klein Dance
As Studio

Love Leers –
Dinner and a Show
FRI & SAT, FEBRUARY 14 & 15
Park Street Ballroom

A Special CASS Valentine
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
CASS
Winery

Love at the Ranch
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Hoyt
Family Vineyards

Beer Yoga
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Naughty Oak
Brewing Co.

Love Leers –
Matinee Show
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Park Street Ballroom

Pi Jacobs Album
Release Conce
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
The Savory Palee

SLO Cra Beer Festival
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Alex Madonna
Expo Center

Be My Rainbow Valentine
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
San Luis Obispo
Guild Hall

Café Musique
Farewell Conce
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
CASS Winery

Fleetwood Dreams – A Fleetwood
Mac Tribute Show
FRI. & SAT., FEB 28 & 29
D’Anbino’s Wine Tasting Room

Spirited Symphonies:
Es Muss Sein
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Grace Baptist Church

Squid Dissection
Saturdays
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Central Coast Aquarium

A Celebration of Joni Mitchell
feat. Kimberly Ford
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
San Luis Obispo Guild Hall

Jiu Jitsu Semindar
with Professor Albe Gonzales
SATURDAY, MARCH 7
SleepingTiger Fitness

Highway 46 West Wine Safari
MARCH 7 & 8
Paso Robles
Highway 46 West Wineries

Call them at 805-541-0657.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com
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POWERED BY:

&

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

CLASSIES

Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad—for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the
FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Real Estate

Be sure to check out this week’s updated
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory

FOR RENT
ORCUTT

193 Patterson Road

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
$1300/month rent
$1300 Sec.Dep.
Upstairs Unit, No Garage, Washer
& Dryer
Hook ups inside.

1224 Navajo Pl.
Orcutt, CA. 93455
3bd, 2ba
2 additional rooms
2-Car Garage
$2200 rent
$2200 deposit
Gardener Included

SANTA MARIA
212 N. Miller

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
$1250 Rent
$1250 Sec. Dep.
1-Car Garage,
Laundry Room Inside.

COMMERCIAL:

HOUSES FOR RENT

614 w. Main #D. Newly Remodeled 1BD, 1BA w/ assigned parking. $1100 Rent. $1100 Security Deposit. Available Feb. 1st. Call
858-232-2103.

Marketplace

Home
& Garden
santamariasun.com

Follow us on Instagram
@SantaMariaSun
HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

Open Houses

Sun
Real Estate
Largest Reach on
the Central Coast
• 18,000 audited circulation
• Distributed throughout Northern Santa Barbara
County
• Targeting locals and visitors to SLO County
• Published every Thursday right before the weekend

Attn: Realtors!

FREE

Open House
Listings

PISMO BEACH
241 PLACENTIA AVENUE, 2 BD, 1

BA, 749000, Sat 12-3, Allan Real Estate
Investments, 805-473-7500, Dennis Allan,
RE#00961923

SAN LUIS OBISPO
3087 LIVORNO CIR, 3BD, 2.5BA, 850000,
Sat 12-3 Sun 12-3, Midland Pacific Homes,
831-238-4053 or 805-712-3266, Debi or Amy,
#01856543

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
Mondays by 5:00pm
Go to newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/
openhousesubmission/page

3091 LIVORNO CIR, 3BD, 2.5BA, 850000,

Sat 12-3 Sun 12-3, Midland Pacific Homes,
831-238-4053 or 805-712-3266, Debi or Amy,
#01856543

3072 CALLE MALVA, 3BD, 3BA, $762,000-

924 E. Main St.,
Santa Maria

*1731 sq.ft.
of office space
$2,795/mo +
$2,795/dep
Detached garage
included in lease.
Plenty of parking space.
Completely remodeled inside.

Greco Realty Inc.

805-922-0599
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

$850,000, Sat 12-3 Sun 12-3, Midland Pacific
Homes, 831-238-4053 or 805-712-3266, Debi
or Amy, #01856543

SANTA MARIA

Contact us today for more
information on our real
estate section! 805.347.1968

995 SANDERS CT, 3BD, 3BA, $735,000,
Sat 12-2, Pb & Associates, 805-331-7598,
Vann Sethi, DRE#01419554
210 PARK AVE, 2BD, 2BA, 419000, Sat 1-3,
Cornerstone Mission Coast Real Estate, 805720-3244, Janet Nevitt, DRE #01020016

610 SUNRISE DR UNIT 8C, 3BD, 2BA,

315000, Sat 12-3, JVP Real Estate, 805-8682115, Pedro G Garcia, DRE#02014423

SANTA YNEZ
3401 BRINKERHOFF AVE, 3BD, 3.5BA,
3995000, Sat 1-4, Engel & Volkers Santa Ynez,
805-689-4777, Kris Johnston, RE#01860722
3621 MONTEBELLO ST, 3BD, 2.5BA,
985800, Sat 1-4, Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, 805-448-7500, Laura
Drammer, DRE#01209580

Sun • 2540 Skyway Drive Suite A, Santa Maria · 805.347.1968
Fax: 805.347.9889 · www.SantaMariaSun.com
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CURB APPEAL

FIVE-ACRE FABULOUS

2150+ SF 4-BR/2.5-BA Orcutt home on 10,890 SF lot
has room for RV + 3-car garage. 1st floor master suite
has walk-in closet. Living & family rooms--each with
fireplace. Kitchen with breakfast bar opens to living area.
Near acclaimed schools, stores, wine tasting, restaurants.
$524,500

Elegant gated Nipomo estate is an architectural delight.
Stunning foyer adjoins formal living & dining. 5-BR/3 BA
w/spacious master suite + 2 BR’s on 1st floor. 2 BR’s +
library loft on 2nd floor. Upscale kitchen, exquisite setting,
4+car garage, corral, storage barn. 2nd home allowed.
$1,299,500

(805) 878-0807
BRE LIC #00858641

Bunny@BunnyMaxim.com

THREE HOMES
Multi-family Tepusquet Property - Ideal 60-acre view parcel has 3 well-maintained homes with private settings & hillside vistas. Each home has dual-pane E-glass windows,
attic exhaust fan, individual septic system. Two additional large storage containers. Recent well pump and well-maintained homes. Versatility of investment, primary residence
+ extended household possibility, or combination--each unit w/separate storage. Rare opportunity! $634,900

The Maxim in Real Estate

Successfully Serving the Central Coast

www.BunnyMaxim.com

YOUR HOME LOAN SOURCE
Patric k Chandle r

NML S # 632885 | Sale s Ma nag er
O ff ice (805) 361-7202 | Cell ( 8 0 5 ) 5 8 8 -2 7 6 7
pch a ndler@lo anDepo t . co m
www. lo anDepo t . co m/pchandl e r

K at e F e rgu s on

NML S # 328481 | Loa n C onsul tant
O ff ic e (805) 361-7203 | Cell ( 8 0 5 ) 3 3 1 -6 2 0 4
k f er g us o n@lo anDepo t . co m
www. lo anDepo t . co m/kferg uson

M au ra Es t rada

NMLS # 633243 | Se nior Loan Co nsul tant
O ff ic e (805) 361-7205 | Cell ( 8 0 5 ) 3 1 0 -3 1 5 7
mest rada@lo anDepo t . co m
www. lo anDepo t . co m/mes t ra d a

2605 S Miller St Ste 106 Sa nta Ma ria , C A 9 3 4 55

535 Rutgers,
Santa Maria
Amazing opportunity to live on a cul de sac in this 3 bedroom 2 bathroom home. Kitchen has stainless steel
appliances including refrigerator, tons of counter space and pantry. The kitchen opens to the family room/den
and offers a brick wood-burning fireplace with fan. This home features a two car oversized garage with laundry
area, dual pane Milgard window and freshly painted bathrooms with new light fixtures. Enjoy a nice long bath
in the jacuzzi tub in the hall bathroom. Driveway finished with custom stamped concrete and plenty of room
to park extra vehicles. Roof is 7 years new. The backyard is spacious and perfect for entertaining with built in
Santa Maria Style bbq. Not to mention the raised planter beds. The possibilities are endless!

$409,990 (RU535)

L
SO

D

1116 Southlyn
Place,
Santa Maria

Beautiful cottage style Knollwood Village home located in a quiet cul-de-sac location. The kitchen has
been updated with newer cabinets, and granite countertops. This home features a master bedroom and
bath with garden tub and guest bedroom with separate bath. The backyard has a large gazebo with
new cover. Lot available for purchase as well. Call agent Christy Bagby at 805-714-7726 for price and
details. $125,000 (SO111)

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 174457. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act CRMLA 4131040. (042319 201416)
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www.WhyUSAProperties.net

FLEXIBLE LOANS

TO MEET YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS

HOMEBRIDGE OFFERS home financing options that may help you buy or refinance through flexible
programs that allow for all of your financial needs.
• CONVENTIONAL FINANCING requires only 3% down payment on primary residences.*
• FHA LOANS require a minimum down payment of 3.5%
• VA LOANS for military are available with no minimum down payment.** Can buy with no cash down!

Let our experienced team walk you through the process from application to closing, making your
home buying journey a pleasant one!

CALL US TO LEARN MORE ABOU T THESE OR ANY OF
O UR HOME FINANCING SOLUTIONS!

YO U R LOCAL MORT GAGE LE ND E RS
MARTHA A. MORALES
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #260435
Hablo Español† | P: (805) 478-5353
Martha.Morales1@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MarthaMorales

VERNA NICOLL

Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #456761
P: (805) 478-7906
verna.nicoll@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/VernaNicoll

MICKEY HELLMAN
Mortgage Loan Originator, Branch Manager
NMLS #244724
P: (805) 878-3541
Mickey.Hellman@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/MickeyHellman

JENNIFER CRUZ

Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #1613455
P: (805) 680-1352
jennifer.cruz@homebridge.com
www.homebridge.com/JenniferCruz

THE SANTA MARIA BRANCH

2125 S Broadway, Suite 101A • Santa Maria, CA 93454 • 805-900-0568
*Additional restrictions may apply. **Veterans with full eligibility can finance 100% of the purchase price of a 1-unit primary home for loan amounts between $144,001 to $2,000,000. Minimum FICO score requirements and other requirements may apply.
†Following submission of your loan application, please note that the remainder of the loan process, including processing, documentation and closing, will all be conducted in English. We encourage
the use of a translator you’ve provided to assist you.
Homebridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342. Licensed by the Dept. of Business Oversight under the CA Residential
Mortgage Lending Act. Branch Address: 2125 S. Broadway, Suite 101A, Santa Maria, CA 93454; Branch NMLS# 1563650. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. Loans are currently being closed and committed at
the expressed rates, however these rates may change or may not be available at the time of your interest rate lock-in, commitment or closing. All loans must satisfy company underwriting guidelines. Interest rates and Annual Percentage
Rates (APRs) are: based on recent market rates, for informational purposes only, subject to change without notice and may be subject to pricing add-ons related to property type, loan amount, loan-to-value ratio, credit score and other factors.
Terms and conditions apply. Additional loan programs may be available. This is not an offer to enter into a rate lock agreement under MN law, or any other applicable law. Call for details. 12/2019 (0120-4873) LR 2020-66
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EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED

$10/PT Looking for someone to visit my assisted living facility and
teach me how to use my Mac computer as well as take me to my
medical appointments. Call Frank 805-680-3142.

EMPLOYMENT

FULL-TIME
WRITER

The Sun in Northern Santa
Barbara County is looking
for its next staff writer, but
we’re not looking for just
any article-pushing, sourcewrangling, story-chasing
someone.
Are you sick of editing or regurgitating press
releases day after day? Or maybe it’s those damn list
things—you know the ones: “Top 10 hottest places
to eat your lunch on a rainy day.” Or maybe it’s just
not being able to put the time and reporting into a
story that deserves it: the weeks and repeated phone
calls that give a story what it needs to ripen into the
hard-charging, data-filled narrative it’s dying to be;
the time that turns a “meh” story into one that blows
a hole in the status quo.
Can you see the big picture of what a story means to
a community? Is that what drives you? Do you know
what it takes to—yes, we know, it’s a cliché—
make a difference in the lives of the people you
cover? Does that sort of thing matter to you?
If so, then you’re exactly who we’re looking for: a staff
writer who isn’t afraid to take on the tedious, the
tenuous, or the talented. That certain someone who
can wrestle a story to the ground and fill it with the
things that matter to the communities we cover at
the Sun and New Times. Oil, agricultural, water, and
environmental advocacy aren’t the only things that
drive this place—although those are pretty juicy
beats. There’s more, and we want to hire someone
who can drive his or herself to unearth those stories
and tell them in a meaningful way.

EATS
WRITER

Join Our Team!
The Sun is looking for its next
EATS writer, but we’re not
looking for just any articlepushing, press release-reading,
food-eating, wine-drinking
someone.
We’re looking for that certain someone
who can see the nuances that make a
chef, farmer, or winemaker special—a
writer who can tease the most out of an
interview, a bite of food, or a sip of liquid.
Someone who not only knows food, but
cares about the people making it and
where they came from.
EATS is about more than food and drink.
It’s about understanding the work that
goes into producing and participating in
the chain that leads to your table and into
your mouth—and being able to put that
on paper in a way that’s meaningful to our
readers.
This is a freelance position with weekly
deadlines. Think you have what it takes?
Prove it. Journalism experience is a
requirement.

Follow us
on Twitter
@SantaMariaSun

VEHICLES WANTED

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED

Need mor e
business?
Make your company
SHINE in the SUN.
Contact us at

805-347-1968
or email classifieds
@santamariasun.com

• CA$H ON THE SPOT

• All cars, trucks, SUVs
• We come to you!

Locally

Centrally

Own e d

g r own

SLO County #1 Cannabis
Retailer is now offering

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

Delivery& Express Pickup at

nhcdispensaries.com
998 Huston Street in Grover Beach

— Coming Soon —

SELL YOUR RV!

s lo + m o r r o bay

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs
• We come to you!

Send a résumé, cover letter, and story
samples to Editor Camillia Lanham at
clanham@santamariasun.com.

15% off first purchase

Sun is proud to be an equal opportunity
employer.

must present this ad

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

SantaMariaSun.com

Let us know if you’ve got what it takes. We dare you.
Send a résumé, cover letter, and story samples to
Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com.
New Times Media Group
is proud to be an
equal opportunity
employer.

New extended hours

7am-9pm Daily!
P (805) 201 -1498
W n hcd i spen sar i es.co m
21+ Adult Use with ID 18+ with Medical Recommendation
License #: C10-0000388-LIC

Follow us on social media!

NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP
NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com
2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

@SantaMariaSun #SantaMariaSun
2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com
1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com

30 • Sun • January 30 - February 6, 2020 • www.santamariasun.com

4-2-20DATE
ON
PUBLICATI

S
U
N
E
M

12-20
3
:
E
N
I
L
EAD
FEATURE D LINE: 3-19-20
AD DEAD

Make a
reservation.
Menus – the Central Coast’s
ultimate food & drink guide
Join us as we cater to the Central Coast’s food and libation
seeking readers in Menus.
· CBD

· Concentrates

· Flower · Topicals
· Vapes

· PreRolls

60,000 copies of this glossy-covered magazine are
distributed to over 650 strategic locations throughout San
Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties.

· Edibles · Tincture

All Cannabis Taxes
Included in Price

MENUS CIRCULATION

60,000
67%

ENJOY A TOKE IN LOMPOC
118 South H Street · Lompoc · Mon–Sat 9am–10pm · Sun 9am–8pm

ALL TICKETS.
ONE PLACE.
Paner with us to sell your tickets!
Our ticketing system is sophisticated, intuitive, and easy-to-use. We offer competetive
pricing and excellent local customer service.
Work with the team you trust, who knows and cares about your organization, your events,
and their success.

MENUS IS DISTRIBUTED TO LOCATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE CENTRAL COAST
• SHOPPING CENTERS
• CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
• HOTELS • WINERIES • RECREATION AREAS
• HIGH TRAFFIC AREAS, INCLUDING MANY
NEW TIMES AND SUN RACKS

OF OUR READERS FOLLOW
OUR WEEKLY FOOD COLUMNS

89%

OF OUR READERS DINE OUT
ONE TO THREE TIMES
A WEEK OR MONTH

Contact your sales rep today!

CONTACT US FOR A DEMO TODAY!
805-546-8208 or info@My805Tix.com
www.My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:

&
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Hand Painted Italian Enamel on Sterling Silver
Turquoise Pyramid with sparkling pave-set gems
$345 set

225 E. Main St., Santa Maria
805-928-4108
www.fischersjewelry.com

FREE DRINK w/ service

107 W. Park, Ste 105
Santa Maria

M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

115 W Clark Ave., Orcutt • 332-3152
115 W Ocean Ave., Lompoc • 430-8396

FREE Black Face Mask
with $20 Haircut

Mon–Thurs 9am–7pm
Fri 8am–8pm
Sat & Sun 9am–5pm

SAKE

Your Hometown Jeweler
Celebrating 40 Years!

SUSHI

#1

SUSHI 805 Sake

Sushi#2

A L L Y O U C A N E AT
SUSHI & BBQ

KOREAN BBQ
& SUSHI

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

1 HR. MASSAGE
Just $40!

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern
Santa Barbara County 4 years in a row!
Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.
*Diamond
Plus
Provider

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM
(805) 347-4444

EPIC MASSAGE
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

looking to move books or movies?
we're always looking for more!

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!
1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

buy • sell • trade
cash and credit offered

Mention this ad for
a Military discount

Hello January...
Rising Sun

NEW CLASS TIMES
OFFERED!

It’s a
fresh
start!

EADY?
R
U
O
Y
E
AR

• New
Tax
Laws
• Lower
Prices

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors
3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242
risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

Sharon Silveira “The Tax Consultants”
116 S College Drive, Santa Maria

805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

CALL TODAY 805.922.0424

Shop Local reserve your space today

Horizon

“Where We Become

Your Family”
Accepting new clients
• Quality In-Home
Care Givers
• Dependable &
Trustworthy
Call today to set your
evolution appt.

805-264-2531

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

