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NEWS ARTS EATSRegional bike plan waits 
on county approval [8]

Milk prices are 
on the rise [30] 

Signature landscapes 
captured in oil [24]

AT THE MOVIES

Motherless Brooklyn 
twists and turns [27]
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A
ctors will drop from ceilings and prance across the stage 

within spinning rings as part of PCPA’s production of 

The Little Mermaid. And yes, they will also play under 

the sea with gizmos and gadgets, singing those familiar 

tunes you know so well. But with the help of the 2 Ring Circus, 

the Marian Theatre’s stage will see a little more flair than usual 

in the upcoming months with aerial stunts and acrobatics 

incorporated into the show. Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood spoke 

with the duo at the circus-stunt helm about the play, their foray 

into the circus world, and more for this week’s cover story [12]. 

 Also this week, read about the county discussion over how 

to address homelessness [7], the Santa Ynez Bicycle Master 

Plan and the pieces that still need to fall into place [8], an Orcutt artist who captures the Central 

Coast’s iconic landscapes [24], a day trip to zip line in Santa Margarita [26], and the price of 

kitchen staples around town [30]. 

Camillia Lanham,

editor
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MERMAID MAGIC: Joshua Dean of 2 
Ring Circus takes his Cyr wheel for a spin 
during preparation for PCPA’s The Little 
Mermaid, which opens at Santa Maria’s 
Marian Theatre on Thursday, Nov. 7.
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Have ideas to 
share about 
decommissioning 
Diablo Canyon?

ATTEND DIABLO CANYON 
DECOMMISSIONING 
ENGAGEMENT MEETINGS

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and the Diablo 
Canyon Decommissioning Engagement Panel invite you to 
participate in the ongoing community conversation related 
to the future closure and decommissioning of Diablo 
Canyon Power Plant.

UPCOMING MEETING

For more information, visit www.diablocanyonpanel.org

Economic Opportunities & 
Impacts Public Meeting

November 13, 2019
6:00 pm – 9:30 pm

San Luis Obispo County Government Center
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Residents appeal new Orcutt 
shopping center 
 A group of residents appealed the Santa Barbara 
County Planning Commission’s decision to approve 
a nearly 50,000-square-foot shopping center on 
Clark Avenue near Highway 101 in Orcutt.
 The county Planning Commission approved a 
permit for the Orcutt Gateway Retail Commercial 
Center project during its Aug. 14 meeting. About 
one week later, a group of residents appealed 
the project, raising concerns about how the 
development will affect traffi c, air quality, and 
safety in the area. During its Nov. 5 meeting, the 
county Board of Supervisors moved to hold a 
hearing to discuss the appeal on Nov. 19. 
 According to a county staff report from the Nov. 
5 meeting, the development proposal includes a 
grocery store, gas station, drive-though restaurant, 
and other commercial retail space. 
 A group called the Residents for Orcutt Sensible 
Growth fi led the appeal and claims the project 
will increase overall congestion on Clark Avenue 
during peak commute times. The group is 
concerned about the cumulative effects this project 
and another development the county is reviewing 
will have on traffi c patterns in the area.
 “The fact that [both sites] are in such different 
stages of entitlements approval is extremely 
concerning to the Residents for Orcutt Sensible 
Growth. The permitting process has been rushed 
and disjointed,” the appeal states.
 The other project is the proposed Orcutt 
Marketplace, which is also located on Clark 
Avenue just north of the Orcutt Gateway project. 
This potential development would include 
roughly 250,000 square feet of commercial space 
and a mixed-use residential development with 
252 apartments. County planners are currently 
reviewing these plans.
 In the Nov. 5 staff report, county planners 
responded to each of the issues the group raised 
in its appeal. Staff stated that an analysis was 
completed to measure how the build-out of all 
proposed developments on Clark Avenue would 
affect traffi c in the area. According to this analysis, 
the current roadway improvements included in each 
proposed project would ensure traffi c generated by 
these new developments wouldn’t be an issue.
 “The results of this study indicate that roadways 
are forecasted to carry volumes within their 
acceptable capacity ratings … and would therefore 
not generate signifi cant cumulative impacts to study-
area roadway segments,” the staff report states.
 In its appeal, the group also raised concerns 
about how the construction of the developments 
will affect older residents living in the Sunny Hills 
Mobile Home Park near the site. 
 “The dust, soot, exhaust, fumes, and other 
particulate matter that will necessarily increase 
due to large construction vehicles … will create 
negative health impacts on the residents of Sunny 
Hills Mobile Home Park and other area residents, 
who are sensitive receptors,” the appeal states.
 In addition to response to each issue the group 
raised, the staff report states that the Planning 
Commission found the project to be compliant 
with county zoning requirements and policies and 
standards in the Orcutt Community Plan.  

—Zac Ezzone

Local environmental groups 
battle against fracking leases
 Local environmental advocates are fi ghting 
plans to expand or kickstart fracking on federal 
lands in California’s Central Valley and on the 
Central Coast.
 The directive to allow fracking and oil drilling 
on public land, which will impact about 725,000 
acres on the Central Coast, comes from President 

Donald Trump. A fi nal environmental impact 
statement released by the BLM on Oct. 31 analyzes 
the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing 
associated with oil and gas development on new 
leases on public lands.
 Rebecca August, director of advocacy for Los 
Podres ForestWatch, said it could bring a host of 
environmental and ecological problems.
 “We hoped they would give the environmental 
impact a real look. The lands that they’re opening are 
really sensitive almost across the board,” she said.
 Fracking is a specifi c technique used for drawing 
oil out of the ground where conventional drilling 
is not effective. Critics say it releases a variety of 
pollutants into the air including methane and 
other particulates. There are also concerns with 
groundwater and how fracking could impact 
drinking water supplies.
 Gregg Hart, Santa Barbara County’s 2nd 
District Supervisor, said his constituents are 
worried about the environmental impact.
 “This kind of proposal is an example of overreach 
and not letting science dictate the approach,” he 
said. “I don’t think it makes sense at any level. These 
are lands that should be protected.”
 Wendy Parker, a senior attorney with the Center 
for Biological Diversity’s public lands program, said 
her organization has already fi led lawsuits in 
the matter and may fi le more.
 The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
the government body that presides over 
these lands, said it is still reviewing the 
litigation brought against it.
 Mineral extraction projects can be 
lucrative and drive local economies, 
according to numbers provided by the BLM. 
It reports that land managed by the BLM’s 
Bakersfi eld Field Offi ce have generated about 
3,500 jobs, $200 million in annual economic 
benefi t. The BLM collects 12.5 percent in 
royalties from every barrel of oil produced 
on federal land, it reports, bringing in 
between $65 million and $90 million. The 
state of California benefi ts too, sharing in 
about half of those royalties.
 The BLM estimates that oil and gas on the 
Central Coast produces $620 million in tax 
revenue and 3,000 jobs.
 Some past attempts to issue oil leases 
have been blocked. In a 2013 lawsuit with 
the Sierra Club, the Center for Biological 
Diversity was able to halt oil leases issued by 
the BLM in Monterey and Fresno counties. 
The suit argued the risks of fracking hadn’t 
been properly evaluated.
 Parker said she and her colleagues will 
be looking at reports the BLM is mandated 

to write, detailing the environmental risks of 
fracking. In the past, she said, the center has had 
success arguing that the reports analyzing the 
effects on hydraulic fracking have been inadequate.
 “We are still reviewing everything, but it looks 
like it has all the same problems the drafted study 
had,” she said.
 Parker, who’s organization is fi ghting the BLM 
in both the Central Valley and on the Central 
Coast, stressed that the areas are different and have 
different legal arguments.
 The lawsuit regarding the Central Coast, fi led 
on Oct 4, contends that the BLM did not properly 
evaluate the environmental risks, including what 
effect fracking could have on inducing earthquakes.
 Environmental advocates are also concerned 
about the potential for habitat destruction. 
August said the decision could allow drilling on a 
range of sites in Santa Barbara County, including 
Vandenberg Air Force Base and the accompanying 
beach. It would also include land in the Santa Ynez 
Mountains, Lake Cachuma and Tepusquet Canyon.
 The BLM is currently adding to its report for the 
central valley and has held meetings for residents 
in the area. Parker said those meetings have not 

• At the end of October, U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal 
(D-Santa Barbara) announced support for a House 
resolution that furthers the impeachment inquiry into 
President Donald Trump. He said the vote will allow 
for more public hearings. “The House has collected 
strong evidence about the president’s misconduct, 
and we must be able to move forward unimpeded,” 
Carbajal wrote in a Facebook post.

• Gov. Gavin Newsom again called for PG&E to 
change its power shutoff practices after spending 
days meeting with fi re evacuees and residents 
from blackout areas. He has publicly called for the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to 
change its rules on blackouts. Newsom’s published 
statement appeared in a Nov. 1 post on Medium. “While 
this week showed how California is leading the world 
in wildfi re prevention and response, PG&E presented 
the opposite portrait. Long and widespread blackouts 
highlighted their culture of ineptitude—a behemoth 
that was slow to act and resistant to change,” 
Newsom wrote. He has already called for a statewide 
emergency as California is engulfed in a handful of 
fi res encroaching on populated areas like the Getty 
Fire in Los Angeles and the Kinkade Fire in Sonoma 
County. He has also launched a website (response.
ca.gov), which offers information on blackouts and 
active wildfi res and points displaced residents toward 
resources. The governor also touted Assembly Bill 
1054 in his Medium post. He signed the bill earlier 
this year, and it strengthens the CPUC’s authority to 
enforce wildfi re safety rules. It also mandates that 
utility executive pay is tied to safety performance 
and requires utility companies to form wildfi re safety 
boards. “For decades, PG&E failed to prioritize public 
safety. Their lack of safety investments left PG&E—
and nearly half of Californians—with an antiquated 
electrical system that is vulnerable to weather events 
and not at all prepared for the more extreme weather 
associated with the climate change that has been 
predicted for the past several decades and is now 
here,” Newsom wrote. 

• Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham’s (R-San 
Luis Obispo) offi ce selected the Project Lexi Brown 
Foundation of Santa Maria as the nonprofi t of the 
month. The nonprofi t was named after Lexi Brown, who 
died from cancer as a child. “I am honored to name the 
Project Lexi Brown Foundation as our nonprofi t of the 
month,” Cunningham said in a press release. “This 
critical foundation provides children and their families 
with a support network and resources to help them 
through the biggest fi ght of their lives. The foundation 
is an unbelievable organization doing unbelievable 
things for members of our community, and I could not 
be more grateful for all their work.” Learn more about 
the nonprofi t at projectlexi.org. Cunningham’s offi ce 
also announced its small business of the month, 
naming K-Man Cyclery of Atascadero and Paso Robles 
as the award recipient. “K-Man Cyclery has been 
a staple of the county’s cycling community for 20 
years, and their work in the community has made 
them plenty of friends outside of the cycling world, 
too,” Cunningham said. “Keith Schmidt’s continued 
efforts to improve our community and work with local 
nonprofi ts shows his commitment to the North County. 
I thank Keith and his team for everything they do for 
San Luis Obispo County.” The bike shop sponsored 
Atascadero’s local summer league basketball. It also 
offers repairs and serves as a meet-up location for 
weekly cycling groups. 

Political Watch
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NEWS continued page 7

SCREENSHOT COURTESY OF SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

APPEALING DEVELOPMENT: A group of residents has appealed the county’s approval of a shopping center on Clark Avenue near Highway 101.
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COASTAL ➤ High 75  Low 45
INLAND  ➤  High 80  Low 39

COASTAL ➤ High 80  Low 47
INLAND  ➤  High 85  Low 41

COASTAL ➤ High 80  Low 46
INLAND  ➤  High 85  Low 40

COASTAL ➤ High 79  Low 48
INLAND  ➤  High 84  Low 42

WeekendWeather

Microclimate Weather Forecast
Dave Hovde

KSBY Chief Meteorologist

An impressive high pressure ridge is keeping 
rain away in November and it is also producing 

warmer than average temps.

WeatherWeather
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ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

CONTACT US FOR A DEMO TODAY! 
805-546-8208 or info@My805Tix.com POWERED BY:

Leverage our regional reach to promote your events and boost ticket sales. Work with the local team you trust.

Full-Service Dental Care in Santa Maria!
•  Get everything in one place, including Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentists
•  Yes! Most all insurance is accepted
•  Extended hours and same-day emergency appointments
•  Smile now, pay later - 0% financing
•  Save 20 to 40% on all dental services with 
    the OneSmile Dental Plan1

$1,195
Dental Implant Special

Reg. $2,400

$100
Any Dental Treatment

OFF

   FREE DIGITAL X-RAYS

   FREE EXAM 

   FREE SECOND OPINION

NEW 
PATIENT 
SPECIAL

   SPECIAL OFFERS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Full-Service Dental Care in Santa Maria!   SE HABLA      
ESPAÑOL

$99 Braces!
     Visit our website for more details

NEW LOCATION
Santa Maria
(805) 623-4228
745 E. Betteravia Rd

 Valid government issued photo ID and checking account required to 
get financing on approved credit. 2. $100 off dental services when you 
purchase dental services with combined ARV (actual retail value) of 
$300 or more. Valid for new patients and once per person. Offer is not 
redeemable for cash or credit. Valid on non covered services only. Not 
valid on services for which reimbursement is limited due to deductibles, 
maximums, co-insurance, or other insurance restrictions. Treatment must 
be rendered by 12/31/19.

Does not include crown, abutment or bone graft. Does not apply 
to past purchases. There may be future costs based on diagnosis. 
Offers are subject to change, cannot be combined and treatment 
must be rendered by 12/31/19.. See office for complete details. Valid 
on non-covered services only. 

$99
Get Started Braces 

$99 “Get Started” Braces 2.9% APR on approved credit. 
Average estimated cost of $6,351 based on standard 24-month 
case (does not include finance charges or any other discounts). 
Valid on new, standard orthodontic cases only.  Valid photo ID, 
checking account, and monthly auto payments required to get 
financing on approved credit. See office for complete pricing 
information. Treatment must be rendered by 12/31/19.

Johnson Family Dental complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ©2015 Google Inc. All rights 
reserved. All rights reserved. ©2019 Steven G. Johnson  Dental Corporation, Steven G. Johnson, DDS.  All rights reserved. 

1. The OneSmile Dental Plan (OSDP) is not insurance. This is a licensed discount medical plan. OSDP provides discounts at certain 
healthcare providers for dental services. OSDP does not make payments directly to the providers of dental services. You (member) will be required to pay for all health care or dental services 
but will receive a discount from those health care providers who have contracted with The CDl Group, Inc. Members will have 45 days after the effective date of enrollment to cancel their plan 
and receive a refund of their enrollment fee if they have not utilized the plan. OSDP is administered by discount medical plan organization The CDI Group, Inc., located at 601 Daily Dr., Suite 215 
Camarillo CA 93010.

Solvang
(805)688-9999
678 Alamo Pintado Rd 

FREE Exam retail price $124 (ADA Code 150). Digital X-rays retail price 
$186 (ADA Code 210). New cash patients only. There may be future costs 
based on diagnosis.  Offer is subject to change and cannot be combined.  
Treatment must be rendered by 12/31/19.  Offers are subject to change, 
cannot be combined and treatment must be rendered in 60 days. See 
office for complete details. Valid on non-covered services only. 

FREE

Get Started

LIVING LANDSCAPES
By Raymond Bailey

• Landscape Design
• Landscape Installation
• Sprinkler Systems
•  Drought-Tolerant 

Landscaping
• Retaining Walls
• Concrete Pavers

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Call Raymond today for your free estimate 

805-714-0999 
CA Lic. #386636

eat  
up.
For everything food 
& drink, read ...

EATS weekly in the

SantaMariaSun.com/eats/
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INTRODUCING A NEW WAY TO SAVE

Limit one Save to Win Share Certificate per consumer member. The account is not available to businesses, including 
sole proprietors, trusts and organizations. Consumer member must be 18 years or older and a resident of California 
to participate in the Save to Win Savings Promotion. No purchase necessary. 12-month Share Certificate account will 
automatically renew upon maturity. Early withdrawal incurs a penalty fee, with a limit of one withdrawal per 12-month 
term. Must maintain an average daily balance of $25 for the account to remain open. Winners agree to permit SES-
LOC FCU to use their likeness in promotional or their materials. Membership in good standing required for all Credit 
Union benefits. See the Member Account Agreement and Disclosure and Fee Schedule for additional terms, con-
ditions and fees that apply to your account. Refer to SESLOC Federal Credit Union Save to Win Savings Promotion 
Official Account and Prize Entry Rules for additional terms, conditions, eligibility and restrictions that may apply. 
Federally insured by NCUA, a U.S. government agency. 

For every $25 deposit into a 12-month  
Save to Win share certificate, you’ll be entered  
into a monthly and quarterly prize drawing  

for a chance to win up to $5,000  
(up to 10 entries per month).

Earn generous dividends as you save  
for next year’s vacation, annual  
expenditures or holiday gifts. 

OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY
AT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH  

or learn more at sesloc.org/save-to-win

$25 minimum opening deposit. See rates at sesloc.org/rates.

805.543.1816    SESLOC.ORG
VISIT US IN SANTA MARIA AT 

 2506 SOUTH BROADWAY
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We Care For You Nos Preocupamos Por Usted

802 E Main Street, Santa Maria | 805.928.3333 | adcsm.com
Mon-Tues: 10am - 7pm| Wed-Thurs: 9am - 6pm | Fri: 8am - 5pm

Member of:

Advanced Dental Care

805.928.3333

DON’T LIVE WITH TOOTH PAIN.
WE CAN HELP.

WANT TO BID ON 
MORE CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS?

WORK SMARTER,
NOT HARDER

The SLO County Builders Exchange is 
a private plan-room for the licensed 
contractor. Find out how to get your own 
Weekly Newsletter of over 200 current 
bidding projects in our area.

Get started today at www.slocbe.com

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS Part-Time to Full 
Time with great pay & benefi ts. 
Established, growing company 
with local routes. 

Class B Passenger & Air Brake Endorsements desired.
Paid commercial license training provided. Good driving record & 
current DMV-(H6) required. $300 Signing Bonus paid after 90 Day 
Intro Period. A GREAT career opportunity! 
SMOOTH, Inc. 240 East Roemer Way, Santa Maria
805-922-8476
An Equal Opportunity (EEO) Employer.

with local routes. 
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paid proper attention to the Spanish speaking 
populations there by not supplying translators. 
But the BLM reported that it had held three public 
meetings and received upward of 16,000 comments.
 “This effort supports the Administration’s 
priority of promoting environmentally 
responsible energy development, while creating 
jobs and providing economic opportunities for 
local communities,” the BLM’s California office 
said in a news release.

—William D’Urso

Planning commission chair 
asks for significant changes to 
cannabis project
 After a nearly nine-hour meeting on Oct. 30, 
the Santa Barbara County Planning Commission 
delayed making a decision on an appeal of a land 
use permit for a cannabis farm in Buellton after 
the commission’s chair requested significant 
changes be made to the project.
 Commission Chair John Parke—who 
represents the county’s 3rd District, where the 
farm is located—complimented different aspects 
of the project, such as the owners’ farming 
practices, but said he would vote against the 
project in its current conditions. 
 “If I had to vote all or nothing, the project as 
is, I would be concerned enough about these 
policies, I would vote against it,” Parke said. “But I 
don’t have to do that. I think we can condition the 
project in certain ways, or at least I would like to.”
 Sara Rotman and her husband own the farm 
in question, Busy Bees Organics. The county 
Planning and Development Department approved 
a land use permit to allow Rotman and her 
husband to grow 22 acres of cannabis on their 64-
acre farm off Highway 246 near Buellton in May. 

 Farmer Sharyne Merritt, who owns property on 
Santa Rosa Road near Busy Bees Organics, appealed 
the county’s approval of this permit on May 16.
 This is just one of several cannabis projects 
that have been appealed in the Santa Ynez 
Valley. Appellants in these cases claim cannabis 
isn’t compatible with the region’s wine and 
other agriculture industries under the county’s 
existing ordinances. 
 Vintners have raised concerns over cannabis 
terpenes—organic compounds produced by a 
variety of plants—potentially affecting the taste 
of wine grapes, although there’s no scientific proof 
that this happens. Some farmers have expressed 
concerns about not being able to apply pesticides 
on their crops out of fear that they could be sued for 
accidentally contaminating nearby cannabis farms.
 At the end of the meeting, Parke offered four 
conditions that he would like to see added to the 
land use permit for Busy Bees Organics. 
 He wants to see a reduction in the overall 
number of acres of cannabis being grown on the 
property from 22 to 17. He also wants to limit the 
hoop houses allowed on the property to just a 
small section off the back of the farm, rather than 
across the entire property. 
 As a 3rd District commissioner, Parke said this 
condition is vital given the concerns that residents 
in the Santa Ynez Valley raised over the county’s 
hoop house ordinance. 
 “I can tell you as a practical matter, me being a 
3rd District planning commissioner, and given all 
the attention the hoop house ordinance got … if 
I voted for that 22 acres [of hoop houses], I would 
be hanging from a lamppost within 24 hours, and 
I’m not going to do that,” Parke said. “Not just to 
survive, but because it’s not the right thing.”
 Parke also called for a time limit on the project’s 
permit, which would require the county to review 
and re-approve the project in two years. He said this 
would give the county a chance to assess whether 
the concerns vintners and other farmers have raised 

over the cannabis industry have come to fruition 
and if changes need to be made to the project.
 Parke’s fellow commissioners agreed with 
some of these conditions, but not all of them. 
Commissioner Dan Blough said the two-year time 
limit condition is unnecessary.
 “I don’t like the idea that [the applicants have] 
spent $100,000 or whatever they spent to get here 
today to get their approvals, and they have to 
spend a bunch of money again in two or three 
years to come back,” Blough said.
 The commission moved to continue the 
meeting and directed planning staff to develop 
these conditions and bring them back to the 
commission at a meeting on Nov. 7. 
 Attorney Susan Petrovich, who represented 
Rotman at the meeting, said the continuation is 
acceptable but that the two-year permit renewal 
condition Parke requested is unreasonable for 
any business. 
 “You may as well deny us,” she said. “In fact 
we’d like you to deny us if you’re going to include 
a condition like that because we really do want 
to go to the [Board of Supervisors] and not have 
everybody waste their time crafting conditions 
that aren’t going to be acceptable.”

—Zac Ezzone

Santa Maria Bonita still sorting 
out school boundaries
 The Santa Maria-Bonita School District 
is months away from re-establishing school 
boundaries that will determine which students 
attend which schools.
 Maggie White, the district’s spokesperson, 
said she expects parents and students to learn 
whether they’ll be moved to a new school in the 
early months of 2020. It’s a process that she said 
the district undergoes every few years when a new 
school is built.

 The new school this time is “The Measure T 
School,” a temporary name referencing the bond 
measure used to fund the construction.
 An elementary school located at 750 Meehan 
St., it will shift the district’s current school 
boundaries and draw 750 to 800 students when it 
opens next August. White said it could eventually 
hit 950 students.
 “Certainly some families and some students 
are super excited to start at a new school. They 
pick the mascot, they pick the colors, they’re the 
inaugural class,“ she said. “On the other hand, 
some families have a lot of loyalty to the school 
their child has been going to.”
 Families sometimes get attached to staff, 
teaching style or location, she said. There aren’t 
a lot of options available for parents to keep their 
students in their current school, either. Some 
parents can apply to keep their kids at their 
current school based on where they may work or 
the child’s proximity to a family member who 
watches them after school. 
 But White said the district adjusts the boundaries 
every few years with minimal parental outcry. 
 The school district uses a computer program 
to make the transition as easy as possible. That 
program, White said, allows the district to 
determine where the majority of students live 
in relation to the school. It takes into account 
proximity to the school and if students who travel 
by foot would have to cross a major roadway.
 White said the trick is keeping track of the 
student’s residences.
 “A lot of our families are very transitory so a change 
for some of our families might not be as concerning as 
a families who has been there 10 or 12 years,” White 
said. “It’s a science to find the best boundary and least 
disruptive to students and families.”
 The district will notify families of the changes, 
White said, with letters, phone calls, and by 
holding meetings. m

—William D’Urso

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

NEWS from page 4

BY ZAC EZZONE

Despite comprising only 12 percent of the 
country’s total population, California is 
home to a quarter of the nation’s homeless 

residents. To combat this crisis, the state is 
opening up millions of dollars in funding, 
some of which will be available early next year. 
 In Santa Barbara County, the number 
of residents living without a home has 
fluctuated from 1,700 to 1,900 since 2013, 
according to point-in-time count data. The 
gravity of this issue spurred a rare meeting 
of mayors, city council members, county 
supervisors, and others throughout the 
county on Oct. 30 in Solvang.
 “I’ve been on the board for almost a decade 
now, and I can’t remember an event where all 
of us came together to tackle a specific issue,” 
5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino said 
at the meeting. “And maybe that underscores 
how big of a problem homelessness has become 
for our region.”
 The meeting took place the same week the 
county held public forums in Santa Maria, 
Lompoc, and Santa Barbara to seek community 
input on how the county should approach the 
second phase of its Community Action Plan to 
Address Homelessness.  
 The Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors approved the first phase of the plan 
in June, which laid out five strategies to address 
the issue. These include increasing access to safe 
and affordable housing, as well as strengthening 
supportive services to help residents obtain and 

maintain housing. The goal of the second phase 
is to develop ways to implement these strategies.
 These strategies will define how the county 
uses funding the state is making available 
to address homelessness. In 2018, the state 
allocated $500 million in Homeless Emergency 
Aid Program funding, of which $9 million 
was given to organizations in the county. More 
than half of the money was spent on affordable 
housing projects, including an 80-unit 
apartment complex called Residences at Depot 
Street in Santa Maria.
 Next year, the state will open up an 
additional $651 million in Homeless Housing, 
Assistance, and Prevention funding. Lahela 
Mattox, director of local partnership programs 
for the state’s Homeless Coordinating and 
Financing Council, said the state is waiting 
on data from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development before finalizing 
how much funding different jurisdictions and 
agencies will receive.
 But county Homeless Assistance Program 
Manager Kimberly Albers said she estimates the 
county will receive about $4.4 million.  
 County CEO Mona Miyasato suggested 
appointees from each city and the county form 
a group to identify potential sites for housing 
projects that this money could help fund. 
Second District Supervisor Gregg Hart and 3rd 
District Supervisor Joan Hartmann would serve 
as representatives of the county.
 Finding a site for one of these projects is often 
a challenge due to land prices and the public 

backlash against potential sites. First District 
Supervisor Das Williams lamented the latter 
early in the meeting.
 “I openly question whether people really 
want us to solve the problem,” Williams 
said. “Twenty years ago, it was much more 
mysterious what the answer to the problem 
is. These days it’s pretty clear what works: 
Permanent supportive housing works. And yet 
people, project by project, seem pretty opposed 
to it.”
 Williams also said the state’s “housing first” 
policy makes these type of projects an even 
harder sell. 
 All projects that receive state funding must 
abide by this policy, of which the goal is to house 
people as quickly as possible and then connect 
that person to service options. But participation 
in services such as substance abuse or mental 
health treatment programs is not required to 
access or retain housing, Mattox said.
 “It’s about preventing programs from 

pushing someone into homelessness because 
they are not participating in a service or 
participating in treatment,” Mattox said. 
“Because historically, some programs operate 
that way.” 
 Mattox said this approach is designed to 
allow people to address their challenges at their 
own pace, while having a safe place to do so. 
 As far as selling these projects to residents, 
Santa Maria City Councilmember Gloria Soto 
said it’s up to elected officials to change the 
narrative around homelessness to solve this 
public perception problem.
 “Finding ways to help our community and 
residents understand that, yes, it’s bad for 
business to have people out in front of your 
storefronts,” Soto said, “but then don’t be 
unwelcoming to developments that may be next 
door to you to house folks.” m

Reach Staff Writer Zac Ezzone at zezzone@
santamariasun.com.

Regional thinking
County and city elected officials discuss solutions to homelessness

PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

RARE OCCURRENCE: Elected city and county officials gathered in Solvang to discuss ways to address homelessness as a region.
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BY WILLIAM D’URSO

The idea began with Matt van der Linden, 
the Solvang public works director.
He’d been thinking about bike lanes, how 

to get more of them, and how any plan his city 
might come up with would fit the surrounding 
area.
 “It didn’t really make sense for us to make 
a bicycle plan that didn’t mesh with the rest of 
the valley,” van der Linden said.
 So he took the idea to the Santa Barbara 
County Association of Governments 
(SBCAG). Michael Becker, the director of 
planning for the association, found that there 
was enough interest from Buellton and the 
surrounding unincorporated areas to include 
the plan on SBCAG’s annual to-do list.
 That was in 2018, and it set in motion plans 
to develop a Santa Ynez Valley Bicycle Master 
Plan with a variety of projects ranging from 
the ambitious and expensive—upward of $2 
million—to easy ones that are considered little 
more than road maintenance. Those low-cost 
projects include signage and road striping, 
some of which have already been put in the 
works by Solvang.
 Becker said the main goal is to increase 
mobility by bike.

 “When we did our crash analysis, we looked 
at a five-year period, and I believe there were 
21 crashes, which in the grand scheme of 
things is not that much,” Becker said.
 SBCAG’s master bike plan was recently 
adopted by both Solvang and Buellton, and it 
now awaits county approval. Chris Sneddon, 
the county’s deputy director of transportation, 
has been reviewing the plan, taking note of 
what the county is willing to sign up for and 
offering notes to Becker, who’s finalizing the 
master plan. 
 Sneddon said a backlog of agenda items 
and the natural slowdown of the government 
agenda that accompanies the holidays will 

keep the plan from reaching the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors until at least 
January. Maybe even until the spring. 
 While the various involved cities are eager 
to get the plan in motion, residents of Solvang 
showed up to an October City Council 
meeting to issue grievances over the plan. 
They cited increased traffic from nonresidents 
and expressed concern that bike lanes might 
disrupt car movement in the city. 
 Officials all along have stressed that this 
plan represents only the earliest stages of 
planning. That, they say, is largely because of 

funding. It’s unclear what the cities and the 
county will be able to spend on the project. 
To know that, they said, they have to have a 
finished bike plan. It will allow them to get 
the project into the application process for 
state grants. Without that funding, the more 
ambitious plans will be harder to pull off. 
 Third District Santa Barbara County 
Supervisor Joan Hartmann, who represents 
the Santa Ynez Valley, has long supported bike 
lanes and additional safe access for cyclists for 
recreation and transportation.
 “I am a huge proponent of active 
transportation and healthy eating and active 
living,” she said.

 Hartmann, who is campaigning for 
re-election, said she wants increased bike 
education in Santa Ynez Valley schools, too. She 
said she would like to get the plan to the Board 
of Supervisors before the end of the year, and 
she stressed that the plan, even if it’s passed, has 
a long way to go before being finalized.
 “The plan is aspirational, but it’s very 
important for securing funding,” she said, 
adding, “What are the obligations for the 
county?”
 She said with electric bikes having entered 
the market, more people are riding more often, 

and the county needs to adjust.
 The Santa Ynez Valley Bicycle Master Plan 
isn’t the only bike plan in the county. Sneddon 
says there are a number of them, and the one 
covering the Santa Ynez Valley is just a part of 
the whole picture. 
 The highest priority of the high-price 
projects—categorized as tier 1 projects—is 
the Santa Ynez River Trail, which would 
accommodate traffic from pedestrians, 
bicycles, and horses. It’s a cross-jurisdictional 
project running through Buellton, Solvang, 
and the county of Santa Barbara. That trail is 
planned to run beside Highway 246, the only 
route that connects Solvang and Buellton. 
According to the 60-page Santa Ynez Valley 
Bicycle Master Plan report released by 
SBCAG, the exact alignment of the path is 
still being determined.
 But first the county has to pass the plan, and 
then a planning team needs to be formed to 
figure out how exactly to separate and position 
the river trail. Discussion of the river trail 
plan has also stirred some residents to voice 
concern about what added traffic would do to 
the area’s wildlife.
 Van der Linden, an original cheerleader for 
added biking lanes and routes, said Solvang 
will continue to reach out to constituents and 
offer forums both at City Council meetings 
and through social media.
 “Some people who don’t cycle that much or 
at all don’t see the benefit of bike lanes. It’s a 
fantastic way to reduce traffic. It’s a fantastic 
way to stay healthy,” he said. “It’s a fantastic 
way to reduce greenhouse emissions.” m

Reach Staff Writer William D’Urso at wdurso@
santamariasun.com. 

Master plan
Santa Ynez Valley weighs 
merits and costs of a 
master bike plan

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

‘Some people who don’t cycle that much or at all don’t 
see the benefit of bike lanes. It’s a fantastic way to 
reduce traffic. It’s a fantastic way to stay healthy.’

—Matt van der Linden, Solvang public works director

Restor ing  Hope. Rebui lding  L ives. (805) 202-3440  |  thehaven.com

Recovery Begins
Chaos Ends.

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, fl exible 
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study

Solvang Center: Grades 6-12 
Santa Maria Montessori: Grades K-5
Orcutt Learning Center: Grades 6-12
SLO Center: Grades 6-12
Morro Bay Montessori: Grades K-5 

Bringing the best together for student success!  |  www.fpcharter.org  |  (805) 348-3333

2015 S Broadway B, 
Santa Maria

(805) 348-1888
Wvhealthclub23@gmail.com

 Mon - Thurs  4 am - 11pm 
 Friday  4 am - 10 pm
 Saturday  7 am - 8pm
 Sunday  7am - 6pm
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Happy Veteran’s Day!
November 11, 2018

24/7 SERVICE • 805.925.0199

Proudly serving 
our nation's 

veterans with 
quality service!

Happy Veterans Day!
November 11, 2019

24/7 SERVICE • 805.925.0199

Proudly serving 
our nation's 

veterans with 
quality service!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Orcutt Academy Now Enrolling for 2020-2021 
 

The Orcutt Academy is now accepting enrollment applications for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Enrollment applications for the Academy’s K-8 and high school campuses are 
accessible online at www.orcuttacademycharter.net.  The deadline for applications is 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 29, 2020. 
 
All prospective parents are asked to attend a public information night. Additionally, all 
prospective students and parents are invited to attend a campus tour at the Academy 
site(s) in which they are interested.  Following is a schedule of these events: 
 

Weekday Date Location Address Time 

Monday November 18, 2019 Orcutt Academy High School 
Multi-use room 

610 Pinal Avenue 
Old Orcutt 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Information Night 

Monday December 2, 2019 Orcutt Academy High School 
Multi-use room 

610 Pinal Avenue 
Old Orcutt 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Information Night 

Thursday December 5, 2019 Olga Reed School 
Library 

480 Centennial Street 
Los Alamos 

9:15-9:45 a.m. 
Information Meeting 

Monday December 9, 2019 Santa Maria Public Library 
Shepard Hall 

110 E. Cook Street 
Santa Maria 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Information Night 

Monday January 13, 2020 Orcutt Academy High School 
Multi-use Room 

610 Pinal Avenue 
Old Orcutt 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Information Night 

Tuesday January 14, 2020 Santa Maria Public Library 
Shepard Hall 

110 E. Cook Street 
Santa Maria 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Information Night 

Wednesday January 22, 2020 OA Independent Study Program 
Multi-use room 

3491 Point Sal Road 
Casmalia 

9:15-10:15 a.m. 
OAIS Campus Tour 

Thursday January 23, 2020 Orcutt Academy K-8 Campus 
Gym 

480 Centennial Road 
Los Alamos 

9:15-10:15 a.m. 
OAK-8 Campus Tour 

Friday January 24, 2020 Orcutt Academy High School 
Multi-use Room 

610 Pinal Avenue 
Old Orcutt 

7:30-8:30 a.m. 
OAHS Campus Tour 

 
 
 

Joe Dana – Director of Charter Programs – 805-938-8934 
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BY ZAC EZZONE

While attending a Lompoc City Council 
meeting on Oct. 15, listening to concerns 
over the municipal budget in the wake 

of the city’s seventh homicide this year, Jamison 
Stagaard decided he needed to try to help. 
 “You could just feel it in the air,” Stagaard said. 
“People were kind of frustrated and scared and 
nervous, and it just seemed like the right idea to 
try to do something.”
 Prior to that meeting, Stagaard said he was 
planning on hosting a fundraiser at his tattoo 
shop, Fortified Tattoo Company, to benefit the 
Lompoc Theater, which a group is trying to 
restore. But after listening to the conversation 
at the meeting, he decided to change course. 
Instead, his shop held an event to raise money 
for the city’s police department on Nov. 1, aptly 
titled: “Stop the Fucking Crime.”
 Participating in the event required people to 
be a bit spontaneous. Normally, clients choose 
the tattoo they want permanently inked on their 
bodies, but for this event people paid $80 for a 
turn at the “Get What You Get” machine. This 
is basically a gumball machine that dispenses 
plastic balls containing different tattoo designs 
that would normally cost $100 to $200. However, 
if people weren’t feeling the design they got, they 
could get another ball, as many times as they’d 
like for an additional $20 each try. Or they could 
trade with another guest, Stagaard said. 
 Due to the number of people interested in the 

event, Stagaard had to bring in backup. Normally, it’s 
just Stagaard and Chase Holland in the shop, but for 
this event Stagaard tried recruiting other artists from 
Solvang, Santa Barbara, and Camarillo. In total, he 
hoped six different artists would work the event from 
noon to 8 p.m.
 This most recent fundraiser was the shop’s 
second such endeavor in the roughly 18 months 
it’s been open. In May this year, the shop 
raised about $2,500 for the Hope vs. Cancer 
Foundation, which spreads awareness and raises 
money for childhood cancer research. 
 This time around, Stagaard expected to raise 
even more money after receiving about 200 calls 
and questions on social media over just a few days 
inquiring about the event. 
 “I guess this resonates more with people—the 
timing and everything,” Stagaard said. 
 The two most recent shootings in the span 
of two months has left much of the Lompoc 
community rattled. Residents have held marches, 
formed concerned citizen groups, and held 
community meetings while trying to find answers.
 Stagaard knows that a few thousand dollars 
isn’t going to significantly change the police 
department’s budget or instantly make the city 
a safer place, but he’s hoping it inspires other 
businesses to get involved. More importantly, he 
hopes the event encourages younger people to 
start paying attention to some of the problems 
facing the city. 
 “Once they see that a tattoo shop is doing 
something like this, it might resonate with them 

more to be like, ‘Oh, what is happening with the 
budget?’ And maybe get more involved and pay 
more attention,” Stagaard said. 

Highlights
 • On Nov. 13, the city of Santa Maria plans to 
hold a community meeting at the Santa Maria 
Cornerstone Church of the Nazarene to offer 
residents in the southeast part of the city the 
chance to voice any issues or concerns. This is 
the third such community meeting the city has 

hosted in recent months. The church is located 
at 1026 Sierra Madre Ave., and the meeting is 
planned for 6 p.m.
 • The Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitors Bureau is hosting a sexual 
harassment prevention training seminar for 
Lompoc Valley businesses on Nov. 13. The event 
takes place from 9 a.m. to noon at the Hilton 
Garden Inn on North H Street in Lompoc. m

Staff Writer Zac Ezzone wrote this week’s 
Spotlight. Send ideas, tips, and interesting tidbits to 

N E W S

PHOTO BY ZAC EZZONE

HELPING OUT: Fortified Tattoo Company in Lompoc held a benefit on Nov. 1 called “Stop the Fucking Crime” to raise money for the 
city’s police department. 

SPOTLIGHT

Getting tattoos for public safety 
Lompoc tattoo shop raises money for police department

www.cityofsantamaria.org

reduce • reuse

recycle
help close the loop

n There is no limit to the amount of times 
an aluminum can can be recycled!

n If all newspaper was recycled, we could 
save about 250,000,000 trees a year!

n Americans use 
2,500,000 plastic 
bottles every  
hour! Most of  
them are  
thrown away!

n A modern glass bottle would take 
4,000 years or more to decompose . . . 
even longer if it is in a landfill!

There’s No Substitute for Quality!
LOMPOC

1413 North H Street

GOLETA (THE ORIGINAL)
5735 Hollister

DOWNTOWN SB
628 State Street

ISLA VISTA
888 Embarcadero Del

SANTA MARIA
985 E. Betteravia

BUELLTON
205 East Hwy 246

MILPAS
216 South Milpas

LA CUMBRE PLAZA
3890 La Cumbre Lane Norte

 What’s Your Take? We know you’ve got an opinion.  
Everybody’s got one!

Enter your choice 
online at:  
SantaMariaSun.com

This 
week’s  
online 
poll
11/7 – 
11/14

Do you support the Orcutt Gateway development proposed for Clark Avenue?
Yes. We need more shopping options in Orcutt.
m No. It’ll worsen traffic in the area. 
m  It should remain undeveloped land. We have plenty of shopping 

centers.  
m Only if the new grocery store is a Whole Foods!
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Go to NewTimesSLO.com for more info and to buy tickets now!
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Nearly 20 spinning hula hoops engulfed Ben 
Franklin—the circus performer, not the Founding 
Father—during a Wednesday afternoon warm-up 

session in Santa Maria’s Severson Theatre. His partner, 
Joshua Dean, stood at the opposite side of the arena 
with one hoop of his own, but its diameter was much 
larger than the others, even taller than Dean himself. 
One ring to rule them all. 
 This circus apparatus is known as a Cyr wheel, 
named after its developer Daniel Cyr, who first used 
the metallic ring during a Cirque Éloize performance 
in 1997. During one part of the day’s workout, Dean 
grasped the rim of the wheel before stepping inside of it, 
staying within the hoop as it began spinning across the 
floor. 
 “It’s like the opening of a Superman movie,” Franklin 
remarked, comparing a separate instance—Dean 
standing on the floor as the Cyr wheel rotated around 
him—to the trial of General Zod and his two cronies 
at the start of Superman (1978). The Kryptonian trio 
await sentencing within the confines of two revolving 
rings before their banishment to the Phantom Zone. 
Franklin’s reference to the film isn’t the last nod to 
superhero lore of the day.
 “I was always obsessed with the comic book 
characters that were also circus performers, like Robin 
and Nightcrawler,” said Dean, who co-founded 2 Ring 
Circus—a theatrical circus company based in New York 
City—with Franklin in 2011. The duo specializes in 
integrating elaborate circus acts, including trapeze and 
fabric demonstrations, into stage musicals, operas, and 
plays. 
 Their latest creative endeavor? Pacific Conservatory 
Theatre’s (PCPA) production of Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, which premieres Thursday, Nov. 7, at the 
Marian Theatre. Along with arranging the show’s circus 
elements, Dean and Franklin also perform as several 
characters.
 “You have a very Batman and Robin entrance in this 
show,” Franklin said to his partner. 
 “Yeah, I’m 30 feet in the air, I drop this rope and I 
just slide down into it on stage,” Dean explained. 
 “And that’s the very first circus moment 
you see in the show,” Franklin added before 
describing the musical’s opening number, 
“Fathoms Below,” in which the sailors aboard 
Prince Eric’s ship sing about merpeople and 
their mythical ruler, King Triton. It’s 
during this sequence that one particular 
sailor (Dean) makes his grand first 
impression on the audience. 
 “It always takes you a minute to 
get comfy with it,” Dean said of the 
stunt. “I’m just going to be sitting 
on that ledge, holding the rope; 
getting used to it before I have to 
stand out. There’s nothing below 
me and I just hold on and have 
to step off and be lowered.”
 But after taking a 
moment or two to get 
situated, it isn’t hard 
for Dean to look 
past the fact that 
there isn’t a 

safety net.
 “I trust my strength, and I train,” 
Dean said. “I train almost every day to 
keep my skills up.”
 The aerialist performs most of the 
show’s major circus stunts and plays 
various ensemble roles throughout the 
show, including the aforementioned 
sailor, a swan during “Kiss the Girl,” 
and a seahorse during “Under the Sea”—

which he considers the most physically challenging 
sequence.
 “I’m pulling out the most difficult skills for that one,” 
Dean said.
 While Dean’s characters headline the circus-oriented 
sequences, many of Franklin’s duties are backstage, 
handling setup for each progressive stunt as needed, 
with little air time in between. 
 “This show moves,” Franklin said. “You jump on that 
train and it does not stop, which is really exciting and 
fun.”
 Still, Franklin does perform as several ensemble 
characters during the show, lending his acting and 
singing chops to the production. Bound to steal the 
spotlight during “Les Poissons,” Franklin will take on 
the role of Chef Louis, the scenery-chewing cook who 
tries to capture Sebastian the crab and turn him into 
dinner. 
 “Then I’ll stuff you with bread/It won’t hurt—you’ll 
be dead/And you’ll surely be lucky you are/Cuz it’s 
gonna be hot in my big copper pot/Toodle-loo, mon 
poisson, au revoir!”
 “It’s just a blast,” Franklin said. “And you get to play 
to the back of the house. They’re letting me go.”
 Before ever aspiring to work in circus arts, Franklin’s 
primary focus was musical theater, the subject he 
earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts in from Virginia’s 
Shenandoah Conservatory. Despite fond memories of 
the circus in his youth, it was never something Franklin 
dreamed of running away to. 
 “I remember the first time the Clyde Beatty-Cole 
Bros. Circus came to my hometown and set up in a 
field. I loved it,” Franklin said. “But I never thought it 
would be part of my life. It just wasn’t part of the plan; I 
was on a different path.” 
 Franklin’s path eventually intersected with Dean’s, 
whose background was in modern dance and musical 
theater, in the early 2000s. The couple met as mutual 
collaborators on a production of Andrew Lloyd 

Webber’s Cats in Ohio in 2003. 
     “We actually started making shows 

together right away,” said Franklin, 
who co-organized a benefit production 
of The Rocky Horror Show with Dean 
during the fall of that year. Proceeds of 
the show supported Broadway Cares, a 
nonprofit dedicated to raising funds 
for AIDS-related causes across the 
country.

      “We started dating in that show 
and have stayed together ever 
since,” Dean said. 
     Over the next eight years, the 

couple continued producing 
shows together, many of which 
incorporated circus arts. In 
2009, Dean and Franklin were 

two of the five co-founders 
behind Suspended Cirque, 

New York City’s first 
aerial acrobatics 

theater troupe.
    

    “We focused more on circus 
works as the forefront,” said 
Dean, who envisioned blending 
the circus side of things with 
musical theater for the couple’s 

LAND LOVER: Guest artist Katie Emerson 
portrays Princess Ariel, who dreams of 
leaving her ocean kingdom to live in the 
world above.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUIS ESCOBAR 
REFLECTIONS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO

DYNAMIC DUO: Ben Franklin (top) and Joshua Dean (bottom) co-founded 2 Ring Circus, a New York City-based 
theatrical circus company, in 2011. Disney’s The Little Mermaid marks the pair’s first collaboration with PCPA.

Part of that world
2 Ring Circus and other guest artists help bring  
PCPA’s The Little Mermaid to life 
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

LORD OF THE RINGS: Nearly 20 spinning hula hoops engulfed actor and circus artist Ben Franklin during a 
warm-up session in Santa Maria’s Severson Theatre.

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM



13

www.santamariasun.com • November 7 - November 14, 2019 • Sun • 13

next venture, 2 Ring Circus, which they co-
created with collaborators Lani Corson and 

Kenneth Ziegler two years later. 
 Between then and now, 2 Ring Circus has been a part of 
various theatrical productions at several venues across the 
country, including Los Angeles Opera, Arkansas Rep, Syracuse 
Stage, Fulton Theatre, and Cape Fear Regional Theatre. This 
season’s The Little Mermaid marks the duo’s first collaboration 
with PCPA.  
 After arriving in Santa Maria at the beginning of October, 
Dean and Franklin quickly became fans of the Central Coast 
wine scene.
 “In New York, we don’t drink a lot of California wines,” Dean 
said. “We went wine tasting, and it’s great. That’s what I’m 
learning about that I did not know.”
 The couple was partially familiar with the area’s reputation 
based on the 2004 film 
Sideways, however. 
 “They ruined 
the merlot 
crop forever,” 
Franklin said, 
referring to Paul 
Giamatti’s famous 
jab (“If anybody orders 
merlot, I’m leaving. I am not 
drinking any f--king merlot!”). 
The line estimatedly cost merlot 
farmers more than $400 million in lost 
revenue in the decade after Sideways’ release, 
according to a 2014 study by Vineyard Financial 
Associates.
 “Yeah, they’re so mean in that 
movie,” Dean said. “I try to watch 
more positive things. Like Little 
Mermaid.”  

Finding fluidity
 Although this year’s Little Mermaid 
iteration is 2 Ring Circus’ first PCPA 
production, it isn’t the duo’s first foray under 
the sea. The company provided circus elements 
to two previous productions—the first at 
Arkansas Rep in 2015 and the second at Cape 
Fear Regional Theatre in 2017—making this Dean 
and Franklin’s third show overall. 
 Both former productions were directed by 
Melissa Rain Anderson, who joins the pair once 
again for this go-around. Although currently based 
in New York, the director and actor has worked with 
PCPA on and off over the years, starring in eight 
productions and directing one since 1992, only 
three years after The Little Mermaid film was 
released.
 “The underwater sequences were so 
vivid,” Anderson told the Sun, 
recalling her memory of seeing 
the film for the first time in 
1989. “The shipwreck was so 
powerful. And of course the 
Ursula animation is so robust 
and unforgettable.”
 Before directing her first 
mermaid outing in 2015, Anderson 
had never seen a production of the 

stage adaptation, which premiered on Broadway in 2007.
 “I actually didn’t see it before I directed it,” Anderson said. “I 
did some research and watched a few clips online. But I knew we 
were going to tell the story in a very different way.” 
 In preparation for Anderson’s 2015 production, Dean and 
Franklin took a similar stance and had only seen short clips of 
the show featured on the Tony Awards before diving in.
 “I’ve never seen another live production, which I kind of love,” 
Dean said. “I love when you create that way because then you 
know that you’re not repeating another stage version of it.”
 During the first meetings between 2 Ring Circus and 

Anderson, key members of the crew would 
get together to throw ideas around, Dean 
explained.
 One of the top priorities early in the creative 

process was making sure each circus element 
integration came from a storytelling basis, 

Franklin added.
      “That’s the focus, making the circus integral to 

the storytelling of the show, achieving the magic, and 
also keeping the story going,” Franklin said.

       As the team gradually created their version of the 
show, more and more circus elements were added, 
Anderson said.

    “There are a lot of moving pieces, and it feels like 
movie magic on stage when we get it right,” she 
said. “I remember during previews at Arkansas 
Rep, a child exclaiming, ‘How did they do that?!’ 

That’s what it’s all about.”
       As the show has evolved into its third 

iteration, some circus acts have been cut 
while new ones get added in. The 
gadgets and gizmos undergo 
slight adjustments between 
each show as well, 

depending on specific 
whozits and whatzits.
     “A lot of the apparatuses have 
changed a little bit every time based 
on who we had doing it,” Dean said. “It 
depends on the individuals. We’ve had 
different cast members in every show.”

 During his stay in Santa Maria, Dean has 
been teaching circus classes 

to PCPA students four times 
a week. The classes are not 
exclusive to members of the 
cast, as students outside of 

the production are enrolled 
as well. For those in the 
show though, the classes 

offer a “double dose” of 
learning acrobatics, ensuring 

the actors feel comfortable, safe, 
and secure in the air once showtime 

arrives. 
 “We get to push them a little 

further. We don’t always have that opportunity [during 
productions],” Dean said. “And they’re really rising to 

the challenge.”
 Aside from the new batch of ensemble 

performers, another aspect that makes the 
PCPA production unique when compared to 
2 Ring’s previous efforts is the new set design, 

provided by PCPA’s scenic designer Jason 
Bolen.

     “I felt it was vital that the physical environment 
enhanced the exciting aerial work on, or more 
appropriately, above the stage,” said Bolen, who’s worked 
with PCPA since 2015. 

 In coincidental unison with Dean, Franklin, and 
Anderson, Bolen has never seen an alternate live 
production of the stage show. 
 “In terms of the overall aesthetic, I wouldn’t want to 

rely on other solutions to the show. One of the many 
joys of my job is using creative problem solving 
to facilitate storytelling,” Bolen said. “We want 

the audience to have an experience that will be 
different than anything they can see anywhere 

elsewhere.”
 What Dean and Franklin also 
found refreshing about bringing 

the show to PCPA was getting to 
perform on a thrust stage (which 
extends into the audience on 
three sides), rather than a 
traditional proscenium. 
    “I really love this set; I think 
it’s going to work really well,” 
Franklin said. “We’ve done 

the show in proscenium stages 
before. Now we have this thrust with 

the audience around us. It’s almost like they’re underwater in a 
fishbowl with us.”

The starfish align 
 For PCPA resident artists, the 2 Ring Circus experience is—for 
lack of a better Disney reference—“a whole new world.” Erik 
Stein, who took on the villainous role of Frollo in PCPA’s The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame last year, has switched sides to play 
Ariel’s father, King Triton.
 “This kind of collaboration makes us all better,” said Stein, 
who is also the casting director and recruitment coordinator for 
PCPA. “Ben and Josh are superheroes. They’re literally teaching 
our students to fly. And Katie Emerson is perfection as Ariel. 
She is helping guide our students toward the standard that is 

necessary to have a career in this 
business.”

 Fellow resident artist Yusef 
Seevers, who was last seen on 
the Marian Theatre’s stage as 
Algernon Moncrieff in PCPA’s 
The Importance of Being 
Earnest, plays the perfectly 
crabby Sebastian.
   “It’s exciting to have our 
guest team of creators join 
forces with our company,” 
Seevers told the Sun. “[The 
circus components] have 
been the most different and 
exciting part of the process, 
truly taking the story to 
new levels.”

 

For 
Seevers, 
the production 
heightens the right 
elements without subtracting 
from the core traits that make the 
original story so special and a continuous 
fan favorite.
 “I feel what allows the story to still be 
resonant with so many is its centering around love,” Seevers said. 
“Love is a piece of all of us—it may be love of Netflix or your 
favorite jammies, but it’s love nonetheless.”
    Speaking of love, Ariel herself, portrayed by guest artist Katie 
Emerson, has been in love with the original Little Mermaid film 
since she was 3 years old. The New York City-based actor and 
self-described Disney buff recalled fond memories of her mother 
bringing her along to visit her father at work.
 “She would set me on the bank teller counter, and I’d sing ‘Part 
of Your World’ for suckers,” Emerson said, laughing. “I will never 
tire of singing that song.” 
 More than a couple decades later, Emerson still finds herself singing 
the lyrics of the iconic song—only in front of a much larger audience. 
The performer played Ariel before for Anderson and 2 Ring during 
their Arkansas Rep production. But just like Dean and Franklin, this 
year’s show marks her first with PCPA. And these last few weeks have 
amounted to the most time she’s ever spent in California.
 “I feel like every time I come into rehearsal, I always have to 
stop and just marvel at the sky. The moon seems bigger here!” said 
Emerson, who still hasn’t been to Disneyland yet. “It’s so beautiful 
here. I love the mountains in the distance. I always love a good 
mountain.”
 Although Emerson has worked on this version of the stage 
show (or one quite similar) before, the familiar circus elements 
never fail to wow her.
 “The things that 2 Ring Circus bring to this production just 
make it magical to the extreme,” Emerson said. “It feels like 
you’re in an underwater lair.” ❍

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood can be reached at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com. 

THE HORSEMAN COMETH: Joshua Dean 
performs as several ensemble characters 
throughout Disney’s The Little Mermaid, 
including a trapeze-flying seahorse.

Where the people are
 The Pacific Conservatory Theatre’s (PCPA) production of The Little Mermaid opens 
on Thursday, Nov. 7, and runs through Sunday, Dec. 22, at the Marian Theatre, located 
at Allan Hancock College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria. Tickets to the show range 
from $38 to $50. Call (805) 922-8313 or visit pcpa.org for more info.

COME SAIL AWAY: 
Like his partner, 
Ben Franklin fills 
the shoes of various 
ensemble characters 
during the show, 
including one of the 
sailors aboard Prince 
Eric’s ship.

SALTWATER BAE: 
Resident artist 
Yusef Seevers takes 
on the role of Ariel’s 
undersea friend, 
Sebastian. 
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BY RON FINK

Everyone in Lompoc who either lives in one 
of the gang-infested areas, reads the local 
newspapers, follows social media, or watches 

the evening news knows that there is a crime/gang 
problem in Lompoc.
 Two weeks ago, the Canary summed it up this 
way: “It sounds like a youth violence problem, one 
that the city of Lompoc should be addressing, starting 
with elected offi cials who should be troubleshooting 
solutions,” (“The blame 
game,” Oct. 24). But talk 
is cheap. Politicians and 
community leaders can 
fi libuster and troubleshoot 
this issue until the cows come 
home, but it all boils down to 
the ability to staff an aggressive 
crime prevention team. 
 In years past, the 
Lompoc police fi elded a G-NET (gang narcotics 
enforcement team), and the results were reduced 
gangs and many narcotics-related arrests. The city 
also had an effective graffi ti abatement program, 
but today graffi ti is again abundant in our city.
 There is a term for this phenomenon: the 
“broken window” theory, which suggests that 
policing methods that target minor crimes such 
as vandalism, public drinking, and blight help 
to create an atmosphere of order and lawfulness, 
thereby preventing more serious crimes. But during 
the last budget debate, Councilmembers Jim 
Mosby, Dirk Starbuck, and Victor Vega prevailed 
and eliminated the code enforcement position and 
then diluted the anonymous complaint process, 
thus more “broken windows” can exist unabated.
 Many say that the cops have enough money; one 
of them is Councilman Mosby who desperately 
wants the legacy of a thoughtful budget hawk. 

 As the Canary once again points out: “He 
[Mosby] was also quick to blame the police 
department for its own budget woes, saying that 
police offi cers got a 9 percent raise just a few short 
years ago, and it came at the expense of holding 
three positions vacant. Yeah, maybe Lompoc 
could put more cops out on the street, but the 
Lompoc Police Department is having trouble 
fi lling the positions that it can pay for—much less 
the ones that the city can’t pay for.” 
 Mosby consistently repeats this diatribe 

meeting after meeting like a broken soundtrack. 
This is a shortsighted view on his and his 
supporters’ part. Even with the pay increase, 
the LPD still has a pay scale substantially lower 
than both a city just 20 miles away, another 50 
miles away, and the Sheriff’s Department. If you 
qualifi ed for a position in law enforcement, where 
would you work? Of course it would be in the 
highest paid available jurisdiction.
 But Police Chief Joe Mariani isn’t just sitting 
in his offi ce pondering the situation; he is trying 
to use all the resources available to him to help 
stem the crime wave. Recently, he convinced his 
neighbors to help with what he termed a “parole 
and probation search operation.” He commanded 
several teams consisting of Lompoc Police, Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff deputies, Santa Barbara 
Police, county probation, and state parol offi cers 
in a large-scale gang/warrant operation that was 

conducted in the city.
 As the offi cers searched 60 locations, they 
captured 11 suspected gang members ranging 
in age from 18 to 49 years old. Many of these 
gang members were well known to the LPD 
and the parole/probation departments. Their 
crimes included parole violations, failure to 

appear in court, contempt 
of court, possession of a 
stolen vehicle, possession of 
drugs for sale (2 pounds of 
methamphetamine), and 
possession of two fi rearms 
by convicted felons.

So, 2 pounds of meth, 
some guns, and several 
offenders were captured and 

removed from the streets, right? Well, maybe not. 
 Just a couple of days later another gang member 
was in court to be “punished” for his crime. He was 
arrested several months ago for fi ring several shots 
into an apartment at a rival gang member after his 
prey ran into the building. He narrowly missed an 
elderly woman who was asleep inside her apartment. 
 But his lawyer and the district attorney 
arranged a plea bargain so that this gang member 
would be released after serving only seven 
months in jail. He was also sentenced to fi ve 
years’ probation. This “catch and release” policy is 
common in California. 
 My friends, the liberal policies of our elected 
representatives in Sacramento have created an 
untenable situation for many of the poorest 
in our community. Housing regulations have 
crammed scores of families into very compact 
living conditions; our schools have failed to 
produce productive citizens; and lax punishment 
for crimes committed has made a mockery of the 
criminal justice system.
 Add to that the inability of either elected 
offi cials or private investors to create a strong tax 
base that can support aggressive policing of these 
neighborhoods, and we wind up with “a crime/
gang problem in Lompoc.”
 Some opponents of a proposed 1 percent sales 
tax could use this parole and probation search 
operation as an example of why they would not 
support it. The opponents’ narrative could be, “If 
the PD can muster a large team like this, why should 
I worry about their future lack of resources?” 
 Well, the resources used in operations like this 
are only available once or twice a year at most. And 
the large team is a rarity, with many of the LPD 
members working overtime. If you keep borrowing 
from your neighbors, someday they won’t answer 
the phone when you ask for another favor. 
 A sustained effort is needed to put pressure 
on scoffl aws like those recently arrested. At a 
minimum, the proposed tax measure would 
stave off an inevitable reduction of public safety 
resources that will result if the city of Lompoc 
cannot increase revenue.
 Think about it—do you want uncontrolled 
chaos in local gang enclaves, continuing petty 
thefts, car thefts, and random shootings all over 
town? Become informed before you vote. ❍

Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send 
comments through the editor at clanham@
santamariasun.com or write a letter for publication 
and email it to letters@santamariasun.com.

C A N A R Y  1 5  

COMMENTARY

Santa Maria is investigating 
police officers captured on 
video striking a suspect lying 
face down on the pavement. 
Should the officers be punished?
67% It’s too soon to say. The investigation  
  has to be completed first
22% No. Police take enormous risks on a  
  daily basis.
11% Yes. They should be fired immediately.
0%  Yes, but they should be suspended and  
  put on probation.

9 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll WRITE NOW! We want to know what 
you think about every-

thing. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450 
Skyway Drive, suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You 
can also fax it (347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name, 
address, and phone number for verification purposes; 
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted 
to santamariasun.com.

First things fi rst
Catch the crooks, then implement judicial ‘catch and 
release’ punishment

Politicians and community leaders can fi libuster 
and troubleshoot this issue until the cows come 
home, but it all boils down to the ability to staff 
an aggressive crime prevention team.
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How much time do you think Santa 
Barbara County has to waste on appeals 
to cannabis projects? 

 If the county Planning Commission’s 
nine-hour hearing on Oct. 30 is any indication, 
apparently county staffers just have a ton of idle 
time to spend listening to people whine about 
cannabis. Yeah, guys. Nine 
hours. On one item. 
 And it’s not like it’s 
an oil well drilling 
expansion project in 
Cat Canyon or anything. 
It’s a freaking farm—on 
acreage that’s legally 
obligated under a 
Williamson Act 
contract to be used as 
agricultural land. Hey 
everyone, guess what? 
Growing cannabis is an 
agricultural use.
 And it was only one of the first appeals of 
many that have been filed against cannabis 
projects approved by the county’s Planning and 
Development Department. 
 And the commission didn’t even make a 
decision on the appeal. 
 Sara Rotman’s Busy Bees Organics farm 
is the guinea pig of the lot. It’s being roasted 
on a spit and eaten for dinner by all of these 
highfalutin and extremely loud Santa Ynez 
Valley complainers who just can’t leave well 
enough alone. And 3rd District Planning 
Commissioner John Parke, who also happens 
to be the commission chair, is the ringleader 
who’s letting them all take a bite. 
 And he likes being the center of the action, 
dictating conditions on the project like the 
decider-in-chief that he purports to be. 
 He wants the acreage of cannabis allowed on the 
64-acre property reduced, hoop houses to be limited 
to a tiny area that isn’t visible from the road, and for 
the county to review and re-approve the project in 
two years. Or, he’s out! He’s not voting for it. 
 “Just do what I say,” he essentially told county 
planners when they recommended that he take a 
straw poll of the other four commissioners who 
serve on the board. “My opinion is the only one 
that matters up here on this dais. If I don’t vote 
for it, no one will!”
 OK, he didn’t actually say that, but he might 
as well have.
 Well, shoot. I guess what Parke wants 
goes. It’s not like a majority of his fellow 
commissioners could vote to approve the project 
without him. Oh wait, yes. They can! 
 But, for Parke, it’s a matter of survival, everyone! 
 “If I voted for 22 acres [of hoop houses], I 
would be hanging from a lamppost within 24 
hours,” he actually said during the hearing. Really? 
After President Donald Trump’s statement about 
being lynched last month, I don’t even know what 
to say. My mouth is just open in shock.
 Also, this whole hoop house thing is ridiculous. 
It’s an agricultural tool used on ag land, which 
wasn’t developed to please all of you non-ag people 
who consider yourselves to be “sensitive receptors” 
as you drive down the road in a rural area. 
 Oh no! There’s a hoop house in my viewshed. 
I’m just going to die right here! 
 And, does Parke really think that business 
people aren’t going to fight some arbitrary 
rule he just came up with requiring an already 
approved project to come back in for review just 
so he can put more arbitrary conditions on it 
that it took him two years to come up with? 
 I guess Parke has nothing to lose but time.

The Canary has lots of highfalutin time to 
waste on cannabis. Send comments to canary@
santamariasun.com.

Clock’s ticking
O P I N I O N Let the 

festivities begin!

It’s not too 
late!

A fun-raiser!
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FROM NOVEMBER TO JANUARY

GET YOUR LAST-MINUTE GIFT 
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SPECIAL EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

MODERN COLORED PENCIL BOOK SIGNING 
WITH CHELSEA WARD Local artist Chelsea 
Ward returns to the Santa Ynez Valley to sign her 
latest book. Modern Colored Pencil delves into 
all the basic techniques and concepts required to 
create fresh, colorful works of colored pencil art. 
Nov. 15, 2-4 p.m. 805-688-6010. facebook.com/
events/1656172287851577/. The Book Loft, 1680 
Mission Dr., Solvang.

QUEEN OF ARTS SHOW AND SALE This two-days 
event reigns over the museum gallery and garden in a 
celebration featuring maker-designed goods, hand-crafted 
and sold by the artists. Nov. 8, 2-7 p.m. and Nov. 9, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-686-1211. elverhoj.org. Elverhoj 
Museum of History and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

UNDER THE SEA: OPENING NIGHT FOR THE 
LITTLE MERMAID Guests can enjoy champagne and 
an hors d’oeuvres reception. Nov. 9, 5:30-9 p.m. $100 
adults; $75 children (ages 5-12). 805-928-7731 ext. 
4101. pcpa.org/events. Marian Theatre, 800 S. College 
Dr., Santa Maria.

GUADALUPE NATIVE GARDEN DAY Join volunteer, 
Judith Evans, who will be at Guadalupe Native Garden 
on the third Saturday of each month for this event. Third 
Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-noon through Dec. 19 
Free. 805-343-2455. dunescenter.org/event/guadalupe-
native-garden-beautifi cation-days/. Guadalupe Native 
Garden, Corner of Campondonico and 7th Ave., Guadalupe.

HEART OF THE VALLEY FEATURING JOE 
DANA Joe Dana will talk about the Dana 
Family, a well known local family affi liated 
with the Dana Adobe. Nov. 16, 10:30-11:15 
a.m. Free. 805 925-0994 x1511. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

11TH ANNUAL NEW TIMES MUSIC 
AWARDS Finalists in the annual contest’s fi ve 
genre categories will play and compete for Best Live 
Performance during this live-judged show. Nov. 8, 6 
p.m. $10-$15. newtimesslo.com. SLO Brew Rock, 855 
Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 209-417-7748.

2019 CENTRAL COAST ECONOMIC FORECAST 
An informative and engaging program featuring an 
estimate of 500 business and community leaders. Nov. 

8, 7:30 a.m. $135. my805tix.com. Alex Madonna Expo 
Center, 100 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo.

FALL FEAST: VEGAN MEAL AND FEEDING-OF-
THE-RESCUED-TURKEYS CEREMONY Fall Feast, 
presented by both Central Coast Vegans and Happy Hen 
Animal Sanctuary. A feeding-of-the-turkeys ceremony, 
silent auction, acoustic music performance, and vegan 
feast emceed by former Baywatch actress and animal 
activist Alexandra Paul. Nov. 10, 12:30-4 p.m. $20-
$75. 805-441-5897. ccvegans.org/. Happy Hen Animal 
Sanctuary, 2375 Corbett Canyon Rd., San Luis Obispo.

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT CHOICES 
PRESENTATION HICAP (Health Insurance Counseling 
and Advocacy Program) will sponsor a free Medicare 
Open Enrollment Choices presentation. Nov. 14, 2-3 
p.m. Free. San Luis Obispo Senior Center, 1445 Santa 
Rosa St., San Luis Obispo, 805-781-7306, slocity.org/
parksandrecreation/seniors.

RELEASE STRESS AND ANXIETY WITH SELF-
HYPNOSIS Learn how you can quickly reduce stress 
and anxiety, increase memory for tests and exams, 
improve quality of your life, and sleep better using the 
power of your mind and self-hypnosis. Nov. 13, 6-8 p.m. 
$30. 805-242-1649. breakingdayhypnotherapy.com/
events. Cuesta College, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY DAY AT THE CHARLES 
PADDOCK ZOO All Active Duty Armed Forces men, 
women and their immediate families (spouses and 
children) receive free admission to the Zoo. Nov. 9, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. visitatascadero.com/events/. Charles 
Paddock Zoo, 9100 Morro Rd., Atascadero.

ELEGANT EVENING DOWNTOWN: PASO 
ROBLES Features open houses, refreshments, 

live mannequins, music, and more. Nov. 
16, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-238-4103. 

pasoroblesdowntown.org. Downtown Paso 
Robles Shopping Core, 12th and Park 

Streets, Paso Robles.

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE Features more than 50 vendors. A 
one-day craft show where all the items are handmade. Nov. 
16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 805-461-5005. visitatascadero.com/
events/. Pavilion on the Lake, 9315 Pismo Ave., Atascadero.

NINTH ANNUAL GARAGISTE FESTIVAL Guests 
will get to experience over 40 of the best wines the 
garagistes have to offer including Library, Club Only, 
Barrel Samples, and more. Nov. 8, 6-9 p.m. $65. 
my805tix.com. Templeton American Legion Hall, 805 
South Main St., Templeton, 805-610-2708.

TACO DAY ON TRAFFIC WAY A family friendly food 
festival in Downtown Atascadero. Featuring a variety of 
taco vendors, beer and cider garden, local businesses, 
and live music. Nov. 16, 1-4 p.m. 805-464-2994. 
Downtown Atascadero, Traffi c Way, Atascadero.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

LIGHT UP A LIFE Wilshire Hospice invites you to our 
2019 Light Up A Life remembrance ceremonies. We 
offer these during the holiday season as a place of 
gentle refl ection, support, and respite during a time 
of year when there can be many demands on our time 
and emotions. Nov. 12, 6-7 p.m. Free. 805-547-7025. 
wilshirehospice.org/LUAL. St. Peter’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church, 545 Shasta Ave., Morro Bay.

FUNDRAISERS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

TITANIC: A LIVE SCRIPT READING Proceeds 
benefi t the Ian M. Hassett Foundation. Presented by 
Central Coast Live Read. Nov. 8, 7 p.m. Free; donations 
accepted. centralcoastliveread.com. Santa Maria Inn, 
801 S. Broadway, Santa Maria, 805-928-7777.

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

 PICK OF THE LITTER: FILM SHOWING Parks4Pups 

will host this special fi lm showing as a fundraiser for 
Sherwood Dog Park. Special guests include the SLO 
Puppy Raisers and a local chapter of Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. Nov. 7, 6-9 p.m. $12 in advance; $15 at the door. 
805-610-8291. parks4pups.org/events. Park Cinemas, 
1100 Pine St., Paso Robles.

DINING WITH THE ARTS GALA Proceeds support 
PRYAF’s mission to enrich the lives of area youth with free 
after-school classes. Includes live and silent auctions, 
dinner, and a student show. Nov. 9, 4:30-8 p.m. $95. 
805-238-5825. pryaf.org/tickets/. Paso Robles Youth 
Arts Foundation, 3201 Spring St., Paso Robles.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: GRIZZLY YOUTH 
ACADEMY FUNDRAISER Features pancakes, 
sausages, eggs, coffee, and juice. Nov. 10, 9 a.m.-noon 
$8; two for $15. 805-235-4184. Morro Bay Eagles Club, 
2988 Main St, Morro Bay.

SLO TEASE PRESENTS: A NIGHT AT THE 
MOVIES BURLESQUE Put on your red carpet best 
and get ready for Oscar-winning and cult classic scenes 
recreated by the longest running burlesque troupe on 
the Central Coast. Bar proceeds will be donated to 
GALA and RISE SLO. Nov. 8, 7-10 p.m. and Nov. 9, 7-10 
p.m. $20-$240. NA. sloteaseburlesque.com. South Bay 
Community Center, 2180 Palisades Ave, Los Osos.

ARTS
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS 
Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons for 
all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for 4-week session. 805-
928-7799. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required. 
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 
805-937-9750.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From the 
basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill levels 
welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8. 805-680-5695. 
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

WOOD FOR THE TREES
The Santa Ynez Valley Natural History Society hosts 
California Oaks in a Changing Environment at St. 
Mark’s-in-the-Valley Epsicopal Church on Thursday, Nov. 
14, at 7 p.m. UCSB Professor Frank Davis hosts this free 
lecture on native oak trees and the question of whether 
or not they’ll remain a signifi cant part of California’s 
landscape in the future. The church is located at 2901 
Nojoqui Ave., Los Olivos. Visit syvnature.org for more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN EVARTS

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account 
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood 
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our 
off icial Box Off ice at Boo Boo Records in SLO

Suppo� ing local journalism, one ticket at a time.

POWERED BY: & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

Garagiste 
Festival: Main 

Event
SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 9
Paso Robles 
Event Center

2019 Central 
Coast 

Economic 
Forecast
FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 8
Alex Madonna 
Expo Center

Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the off icial 
Box Off ice for My805Tix events!

Boo Boo’s is located at 
978 Monterey Street in SLO. 

Call them at 805-541-0657.

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

12 Angry Men – 
Readers 
Theatre

SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 9
Santa Maria 

Civic Theatre

Climbing out of Disaster Screening
A benefit for Pue� o Rico
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

The Pad Climbing Gym, Santa Maria

The Future is Now: Zongo All Stars
Benefit for Ellen Beraud for Supervisor

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Holland Ranch

Workshops for Kids Day off : 
A�  & Cooking 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Hall 

HARVEY
WEEKENDS, NOVEMBER 1–24

Cambria Center 
for the A� s Theatre

The Downlow: 
A Night of Storytelling
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

A Satellite of Love

Barrel Room Conce� : 
Moonshiner Collective
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10

CASS Winery

SLO Tease Burlesque Presents: 
A Night at the Movies
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

South Bay Community Center

Garagiste Festival: Rare & 
Reserve Kick-Off  Pa� y

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8
American Legion Hall

Pe� y or Not – A Tom Pe� y 
Tribute Conce� 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Tooth & Nail Winery

41k 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8

D’Anbino’s Wine 
Tasting Room

Bellamy Brothers
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Rava 
Wines + Events

SLO Tease Burlesque Presents: 
A Night at the Movies

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
South Bay Community Center

SLO Motion Presents: 
Climb On

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Mission Plaza

Cocktail Pa� y 
Beverages & Bite Workshop

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Monterey St. Market

10th Annual Fall Feast
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Happy Hen 
Animal Sanctuary

Holiday Charcuterie 101 
Workshop

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Talley Vineyards

Best of Paso Robles
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Thomas Hill 
Organics

Brighton Beach Memoirs
SELECT DATES: NOV. 15–DEC. 1

Park Street 
Ballroom

Torsten Juul-Borre 
Piano Recital

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Grace Bible Church

Backyard Brawl:
Mac N’ Cheese

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Tooth & Nail Winery

Pro Wrestling Unplugged: 
November Reign 2019
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Veterans Memorial Building

Steve Key 
CD Release

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Morro Bay Wine Seller

Beer Yoga
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Naughty Oak 
Brewing Co.

My Three Angels
NOV. 22–DEC. 15

By the Sea 
Productions

ASN 
Speakeasy

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
The Penny

RiZe Up: 
A Comedy Night

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
San Luis Obispo Guild Hall

Friendsgiving
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21

CASS 
Winery

Voices Across the Bay
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Morro Bay Chamber of 
Commerce

Groove at the Zoo
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Charles 
Paddock Zoo

A Breast Exposé: 
The Breast Kept Secret
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Fair Oaks Theater

3rd Annual Bags to Benefit
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Embassy Suites 
by Hilton, SLO

Victoria Vox
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Morro Bay 
Wine Seller

David Minkin:
Magic & Wine

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Tooth & Nail Winery

Lydia Pense & Cold Blood
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Rancho Nipomo BBQ 
& Gold Rush Cantina
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VISIT GoPoly.com TO PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY!GoPoly.com TO PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY!

HATS OFF TO HEROES

SATURDAY, NOV. 16 | 5 PM
ALEX G. SPANOS STADIUM

VS.

EASTERN WASHINGTON

HATS OFF TO HEROESHATS OFF TO HEROESHATS OFF TO HEROESHATS OFF TO HEROESHATS OFF TO HEROESHATS OFF TO HEROES

All military & first responders can get up to 4 FREE 
general admission tickets to the game by showing 
their o�cial ID at the box o�ce!

Providing educational cultural awareness of diverse community 
groups, ethnic arts, presentations & classes. 

We invite schools, clubs and social groups to tour our facility.
Artist and presenters are welcome to schedule exhibits.

Open to
the public  

Tues- Sat
10am-4pm

For more information: Karen Evangelista at 805-478-8502

1055 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe CA
www.GuadalupeCulturalCenter.com

Providing educational cultural awareness of diverse community 
groups, ethnic arts, presentations & classes. 

We invite schools, clubs and social groups to tour our facility.
Artist and presenters are welcome to schedule exhibits.

For more information: Karen Evangelista at 805-478-8502

Guadalupe Cultural Arts & Education Center

Learn about the History of Guadalupe

se habla español
805-868-0954

Fall Special:
$25 off any service

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment
& Crown

$2,200 SPECIAL 
(REG. $3,500)
CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION 

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DENTAL CARE
for the whole family!

GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español ·  Walk-ins Welcome

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach

(805) 474-8100

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures 
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)

• Consultation

A $315 Value!

NEW Doctor NEW Patient
SPECIAL!

• Necessary X-Rays

$79

OVER 29 YEARS OF PRIVATE 
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

We accept 
payment 
plans

Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm
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BANDA LOS 
SEBASTIANES WITH 
RANCHO VIEJO

98 DEGREES
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Call for Reservations 
1.888.584.6374

www.raggedpointinn.com

Local’s Special
 $249 ROOM 

INCLUDES
One $70 Dinner Voucher 
& Two Breakfast Entrées 

Expires 3/31/20

Not valid with any other promotions, discounts, 
or groups, subject to rate availability, some 

restrictions apply, please mention “Sun” 
and present when checking in, advance 

reservations necessary.

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS
NEEDED

1-805-938-1200
Please call:

mealsonwheelssmv.org/volunteer
Or visit:

TOGETHER, WE CAN DELIVER
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CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists and 
support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. 
$1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-
937-9750.

EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout classes for 
teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m. everybodycandance.
webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor. Fridays, 9 a.m.-
noon $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 
805-937-9750.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m. 
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. and 
Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can 
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

KIDDYKEYS PRESCHOOL PIANO CLASS Weekly 
improvisation on the keyboard, music theory, and 
composition are combined with the traditional elements 
of music and movement. Fridays, 4-4:30 & 4:30-5 
p.m. and Saturdays, 10-10:30 & 10:30-11 a.m. through 
Nov. 22 $90 per 6 week session. 805-619-8776. 
christinefoghmusic.com/register.html. Christine Fogh 
Music, 685 Raymond Ave., Santa Maria.

MUSIC LESSONS Learn acoustic or electric 
guitar, mandolin, ukulele, bass, piano, violin, drums, 
percussion, voice, mandolin, banjo, saxophone, and/
or clarinet. The academy offers private lessons by the 

hour or half hour for all age groups and ability. ongoing 
805-925-0464. Coelho Academy of Music, 325 E. 
Betteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

SALSA DANCE CLASS No partner or experience 
needed. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-
1574. CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old 
Town Brew, 338 W. Tefft St., Nipomo.

SANTA MARIA SEWING 
SUPERSTORE CLASSES Visit site 
for full list of classes and more details. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
santamariasewing.com. Santa Maria 
Sewing Superstore, 127 E. Main St., 
Santa Maria, 805-922-1784.

SOAP AND CANDLE MAKING CLASSES 
Second Tuesday of every month The Parable 
Candle Company, 125 Union Ave., Orcutt, 805-314-2662.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANCE 
CLASSES Hosted by the Kings of Swing. All skill levels 
welcome (adults). Couples and singles welcome. Pre-
registration recommended. Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. $45. 
805-928-7799. Adkins Dance Center, 1110 E. Clark Ave., 
Santa Maria.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis 
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or 
experience needed. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-
1574. CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew, 
338 W. Tefft St., Nipomo.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

AFTER-SCHOOL ART WORKSHOPS (AGES 
7-12) 2-5 week sessions available. Register online, 
call, or email to reserve. Tuesdays, 3:15-4:45 p.m. 
$50-$120 per session. 805-668-2125. lila.community/
lilacreativecommunityworkshops/schedules/new-after-
school-workshops. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East 
Grand Ave. suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

DRUM MAKING Drum making with Julie Johnson. 
Second Saturday of every month, 12-4 p.m. $250. 805-
674-4277. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon 
Rd., Arroyo Grande.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

BOOK SIGNING WITH STEVEN REA Journalist and 
Hollywood photo archivist Steven Rea will be signing his 
new book, a collection of dozens of rare photographs 
that celebrate the joy of reading in classic film style. 
Nov. 9, 2-3:30 p.m. 805-688-6010. bookloftsolvang.
com. The Book Loft, 1680 Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY AND BEYOND: 
EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION The Wildling 
Museum is pleased to present Santa Barbara County 
and Beyond: Recent Photographic Landscapes by 
George Rose. Nov. 16, 3-5 p.m. Free. 805-686-8315. 
wildlingmuseum.org/news/california-landscapes-
photographs-by-george-rose. Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

POETRY NIGHT AT CORE WINERY Monthly poetry 
group with two featured 
poets and open readings. 
Check CORE Winery 
Facebook page for details or 
schedule changes. Second 
Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-
1600. corewine.com. CORE 
Winery, 105 W Clark Ave., 
Orcutt.

EXHIBITS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

CELEBRATING THE 
NATIONAL LANDS OF 
CALIFORNIA A showcase 
of fine art inspired by 
national parks, monuments, 
preserves, and recreation 
areas located within the 
state of California. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. through Jan. 
20 $5. 805-686-8315. 
wildlingmuseum.org/news/
celebrating-the-national-
lands-of-california-art-exhibit. 
Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., 
Solvang.

HOME AND AWAY: KRIS 
BUCK AND KAREN 
MCLEAN MCGAW 
Features pastels and 
watercolors. The artists 
have been painting together 

locally and abroad. The paintings offer a broad range 
of subject matter including landscape, figurative, and 
florals. Mondays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. through Nov. 
30 805-688-7517. GalleryLosOlivos.com. Gallery Los 

Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.

KRIS BUCK AND KAREN MCLEAN 
MCGAW Buck and McGaw are the gallery’s 

featured artists for the month of November. 
Through Dec. 1 Free admission. 
gallerylosolivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-
7517.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED 
ARTISTS Showcasing new collections on 

a weekly basis. Featured artists include Chris 
Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert Hildebrand, Doug 

Picotte, and more. ongoing, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
805-686-1080. pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art Gallery, 
1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste C, Solvang.

SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS: WILD PLACES 
IN PRINT The Wildling Museum is pleased to announce 
Santa Barbara Printmakers: Wild Places in Print, a new 
Barbara Goodall Education Center exhibition featuring 
nature and wildlife-inspired works. Through Jan. 1, 2020 
Free. 805-686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling 
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY ARTS ASSOCIATION: 
SECOND SATURDAY ARTISANS Applications to be 
a featured artist will be accepted throughout the series. 
Second Saturday of every month, 12-5 p.m. Free. 805-
688-7338. santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez Valley 
Grange Hall, 2374 Alamo Pintado, Los Olivos.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ART EXHIBIT: MARGIE BOWKER A display of 
painting and art tiles. ongoing Santa Maria Country Club, 
505 W. Waller Lane, Santa Maria.

ART EXHIBITION: MUSIC SERIES BY LORI MOLE 
The Santa Maria Public Library will be exhibiting the 
art of Central Coast artist, Lori Mole. Patrons and art 
enthusiasts alike are encouraged to stop by the library’s 
Shepard Hall Gallery, view the art and learn more about 
the artist. Through Dec. 5 Free. engagedpatrons.org. 
Shepard Hall Art Gallery - Santa Maria Public Library, 421 
South McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS: CONTINUING SERIES 
An ongoing series of shows, facilitated by advisor Terry 
Dworaczyk, to spotlight local art and artists. Each 
show includes an artist reception. ongoing Ameriprise 
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., suite 104, Santa Maria.

SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS JURIED 
EXHIBITION ongoing smartscouncil.org. Betteravia 
Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

STAGE
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

MOSCOW BALLET: NUTCRACKER The classic 
holiday tale comes to life on the Chumash stage with 
a beautifully expressive performance. Nov. 8, 8 p.m. 
$29-$59. chumashcasino.com. Chumash Casino Resort, 
3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez, 800-248-6274.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

12 ANGRY MEN Presented by SMCT. Nov. 8-10 Santa 
Maria Civic Theatre, 1660 N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

THE LITTLE MERMAID Based on the Hans Christian 
Andersen story of the Disney film. Presented by PCPA. 
Music by Alan Menken and lyrics by Howard Ashman 
and Glenn Slater. Book by Doug Wright. Nov. 7-Dec. 22 
Marian Theatre, 800 S. College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-
928-7731, pcpa.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

THE WIZARD OF OZ Coastal Youth Theater presents 
the classic tale brought to life on the Clark Center Black 
Box stage with 8 shows. Nov. 8, 7-9 p.m., Nov. 9, 2-4 & 
7-9 p.m. and Nov. 10, 2-4 p.m. $18-$22. 805-556-5309. 
coastalpaf.org/. Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 
487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

DRAC IN THE SADDLE AGAIN: A VAMPIRE’S 
WESTERN The un-dead Dracula of Transylvania (Jeff 
Salsbury), hops on the stagecoach to Tombstone, 
Arizona where he meets a cast of crazy characters. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7-9:30 p.m. through Nov. 17 
$23-$26. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.com. 
Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

DEATHTRAP SLO REP is proud to present Ira Levin’s 
ingenious comic thriller. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7-9 
p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays, 2-4 p.m. through Nov. 17 
$20-$37. 805-786-2440. slorep.org/shows/deathtrap/. 
San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St., San 
Luis Obispo.

AN EVENING WITH DAVID SEDARIS With sardonic 
wit and incisive social critiques, David Sedaris has 
become one of America’s pre-eminent humor writers. 
Join the celebrated author and famed NPR personality 
for an all-new evening of irreverent musings. Nov. 11, 
7:30-9 p.m. Adult: $40-$60. 805-756-4849. pacslo.org/
online/article/davidsedaris19. Performing Arts Center, 1 
Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

FLEX AT CAL POLY Central Coast native Jay Carlon 
brings his work about his family’s Filipino migration story 
to the stage in his hometown at Cal Poly. Nov. 14, 7:30 
p.m. Free. Spanos Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
805-756-7113.

THE HIP HOP NUTCRACKER A contemporary dance 
spectacle set to Tchaikovsky’s timeless music. In this 
show, Maria-Clara and the Nutcracker Prince go on a 
dream adventure battling a gang of mice, visiting the 
land of sweets, and learning the lessons of the holiday 
season. Nov. 10, 3-5 p.m. Adult: $39-$78. 805-756-
4849. pacslo.org/online/article/hiphopnutcracker19. 
Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

LYSISTRATA AT CAL POLY A bold, bawdy, comedic 
romp that is ripe for our current times. Nov. 7, 8-9 p.m., 
Nov. 8, 8-9 p.m. and Nov. 9, 8-9 p.m. $12-$20. 805-
756-4849. Spanos Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

LYSISTRATA AT CAL POLY-SAN LUIS OBISPO 
Call it the premiere “make-love-not-war” play, Lysistrata 
by Aristophanes, first performed in 411 BCE, is a bold, 
bawdy, comedic romp that is ripe for our current times. 
Ages 13 & Up recommended. Nov. 7, 8-9:30 p.m., Nov. 
8, 8-9:30 p.m. and Nov. 9, 8-9:30 p.m. $12-$20. 805-
756-4849. Spanos Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

TWO YEAR ANNIVERSARY SHOW SLO County’s 
longest-running comedy Showcase celebrates two years 
of laughs with an All Star lineup of comedians. Nov. 
9, 7-9 p.m. Suggested donation $5. 805-868-7133. 
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd., suite 
110, San Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food 
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays, 3-5 p.m. 
Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino Community 
Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CLASES DE COMPUTADORAS Nov. 7, 1-2 p.m. 
805-925-0994 -8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HEART OF THE VALLEY: THE DANA FAMILY Guest 
Speaker: Joe Dana. Seating is limited and on a first come 
first serve basis. Nov. 16, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 805-925-

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND
The opening reception for Santa Barbara County and Beyond at the Wildling Museum 
of Art and Nature takes place on Saturday, Nov. 16, from 3 to 5 p.m. This Valley Oak 
Gallery exhibition features photographic landscapes by George Rose. Admission is free. 
The museum is located at 1511 Mission Drive, unit B, Solvang. Call (805) 686-8315 or visit 
wildlingmuseum.org for more info.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGE ROSE

COAT OF MANY COLORS
The Santa Maria Public Library hosts its next Adult Coloring 
Club meeting in Shepard Hall on Wednesday, Nov. 13, from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. The program is intended to help participants relax and 
de-stress through coloring. All coloring materials are provided, 
and admission is free. The library is located at 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria. Call (805) 925-0994 to find out more.

—C.W.

FILE PHOTO BY CALEB WISEBLOOD
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0994, ext. 8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SMKC MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Members and guests welcome. Connect with fellow dog 
lovers and learn more about all the different things you 
and your dog can do together. All breeds and breed 
combinations welcome. Different months have different 
learning programs. Second Wednesday of every month, 
7-9 p.m. through April 8 Free. santamariakennelclub.org/. 
Marian Extended Care Facility, 1530 Cypress Way, Santa 
Maria, (805) 739-3000.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ANIME CLUB FOR TEENS For teens who are into 
anime or manga. Hang out with other fans, eat Japanese 
snacks, and do fun activities. Open to Jr. high and high 
school students. Nov. 8, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Free. 805-925-
0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., 
Santa Maria.

BOARD OF LIBRARY TEENS (BOLT) Teens have 
the opportunity to plan upcoming teen events, make 
changes to the teen zone, and make the Library the best 
place it can be for teens. Nov. 11, 5-6 p.m. Free. 805-
925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria.

CAMERA CLUB Learn how the camera works. Share 
experiences and make new friends. Second Tuesday of 
every month, 1-3:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-9750. oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Tuesdays, 1 p.m. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HAM RADIO HAM Radio operators can show guests 
how to build their own radio and share information about 
operating them. Mondays, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Free. 805-
937-9750. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the Hi-
Way Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers: $20; 
Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load. Sundays, 
4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. Hi-Way Drive-In, 
3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT: MAH 
JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-922-2993. 
Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY 
MEETING Toastmasters International is a worldwide 
nonprofit educational organization that empowers 
individuals to become more effective communicators 
and leaders. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 805-264-6722. 
santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/. Toyota of Santa 
Maria, 700 E Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET ADELINES 
INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all women who are 
interested in learning about barbershop-style music 
singing and performing. Thursdays, 6:45-9:30 p.m. 
805-736-7572. Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 S. 
Bradley Rd., Orcutt.

SUPPORT GROUPS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

HELP4HD SUPPORT GROUPS Help4HD Support 
Groups is the Help 4 Huntington’s disease support group. 
Second Monday of every month, 12-1:30 p.m. Free. 354-
0708. help4hd-international.org. Bethel Lutheran Church, 
624 E. Camino Colegio, Santa Maria.

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A foster 
parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays 805-965-
2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130 Skyway Dr., 
suite 501, Santa Maria.

CREATE & LEARN
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis 
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

FALL MAKERSPACE It’s time to create, build, explore, 
and use your imagination at the Library Maker Events. 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. through Nov. 30 Free. 805-
925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

PRESCHOOL CRAFT TIME EXPRESS 
Come to the library for a craft time 
designed just for preschoolers aged 3-5. 
Nov. 7, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. 
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SIP AND PAINT FOR TEENS Open to 
teen artists of all skill levels. Beverages 
will be served. Nov. 15, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 
805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

MIND & BODY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ADULT COLORING CLUB Come and enjoy this new 
trend in adult creativity and relaxation at the Santa Maria 
Public Library. The program is free, and all materials will 
be provided. Meeting will be in Shepard Hall. Nov. 13, 
1-2:30 p.m. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

CASA OF HOPE: REFUGE FOR SEX TRAFFICKING 
VICTIMS Join us for the CASA of Hope Presentation with 
Guest Speaker: Connie Logeman. The Santa Maria Public 
Library and the National Association of University Women 
will present a program to feature the newly created home 
for female victims of sex-trafficking in our area. Nov. 9, 
1:30-4 p.m. 805-925-0994-8562. Santa Maria Public 
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

FIT CLUB A club to energize both body and soul. Pre 
and post workout drinks will be available. Mondays-
Fridays, 9 a.m. Balance Nutrition, 1975 S. Broadway, 
suite E, Santa Maria.

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT CHANGES FOR 
2020 HICAP provides free and unbiased information 
and counseling about Medicare. Nov. 12, 12-2 p.m. 
805-925-0994 -8562. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute meditation 
followed by a brief discussion. Meetings take place in 
the sanctuary. All are welcome. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon 
Free. 805-937-3025. Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 
Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

MINDFUL MOVEMENT AND MEDITATION A 
practice of breath and body awareness as you move 
through areas of tension, increase range of motion and 
strengthen our relationship with the present moment. 
Saturdays, 9-10:15 a.m. $10 suggested donation. 
whiteheronsangha.org. White Heron Sangha Meditation 
Center, 6615 Bay Laurel Place, Avila Beach.

KIDS & FAMILY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES STORY TIME Features 
fun stories, songs, finger plays, and digital storytelling. 
For children aged 3 to 5 and their families. Wednesdays, 
10:30-11 a.m. through Dec. 11 Free. 805-925-0994. 
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria.

BILINGUAL STORY TIME/HORA DE CUENTOS 
Features exciting stories, songs, and rhymes in both 
Spanish and English. Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. through 

Dec. 11 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KIDS WII PLAY Come to the Library for a free-for-all 
afternoon of gaming. Kids aged 6 to 12 can play the Wii 
U. Nov. 11, 2-4 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria 
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA WARRIOR 
CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior with kids 
parkour classes in a safe setting. For ages 5 and up. 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-349-7575. 
Santa Maria Town Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa 
Maria.

LEGO CLUB Meet with other Lego fans and build 
together. Nov. 14, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. Santa 
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

NEON NIGHTS AT ROCKIN’ JUMP Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. 805-266-7080. Santa Maria Town 
Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

SPIRITUAL
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all 
women regardless of 
denomination. Class includes 
stretching, aerobics, and 
floor exercises while listening 
to uplifting, spiritual music. 
Free childcare offered on 
site. Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free. 805-
922-1919. cornerstonesm.
org. Cornerstone Church, 

1026 E Sierra Madre 
Ave., Santa Maria.

HOPE 
COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
SERVICES 
Join Hope 
Community 
Church for 

Sunday morning 
and Wednesday 

night services. 
Children care provided 

for infants and children under 
4. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and 
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 
805-922-2043. hopesm.com. 
Hope Community Church, 
3010 Skyway Dr. suite F, 
Santa Maria.

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE 
SESSIONS Certified 
Intuitive and Evidential, 
Spiritual Medium, Julie Renee 
Medley offers 1/2 private 
readings. Please call to 
set an appointment or for 
consultation. ongoing $60 per 
1/2 hour or sliding fee can 
be utilized. 937-271-5646. 
CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 
722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

VOLUNTEERS
LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION Attend a Volunteer 
Orientation to learn about library volunteering. You must 
attend an orientation to become a volunteer. Nov. 12, 
2-3 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. Lompoc Public Library, 
501 E. North Ave., Lompoc.

FOOD & DRINK
FARMERS MARKETS

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh fruit 
and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and activities 
for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m. Lompoc Farmers 
Market, Ocean Avenue and I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND Produce, 
flowers, and other plants from the nursery are available 
for purchase. Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. 805-934-2182. Growing Grounds Farm, 820 W. 
Foster Rd., Santa Maria, t-mha.org.

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local farmers 
and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orcutt 
Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes 
produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25 p.m. 
Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the 
largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays, 6:10-9 
p.m. Downtown SLO, Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors. 
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot, 325 
Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SLO TUESDAY FARMERS’ MARKET Tuesdays, 
2:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Farm Supply, 224 Tank Farm Rd., 
San Luis Obispo.

EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and Barrel 
Room available to members. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
805-686-2603. roblarwinery.com. Roblar Winery, 3010 
Roblar Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING ROOM HOURS 
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info. 

Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. 
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., 
Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals from all over 
the world. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturdays, 
Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. 
Kalyra Winery, 343 N. Refugio Rd., Santa Ynez.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS This tasting 
room highlights community-based winemaking. Features 
various member winemakers. Mondays, Wednesdays-
Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805-243-8398. lompocwinefactory.
com. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering 
handcrafted wines, charcuterie, and cheeses. Fridays-
Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 805-735-5000. facebook.com/
montemarwines. Montemar Wines, 1501 E. Chestnut 
Ave., Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS This 
winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling wine. 
Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-736-
9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat Cellars, 1520 
Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

PANCAKE BREAKFAST Enjoy pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, coffee, and juice while you meet new and old 
friends. Proceeds support OASIS Community Center. 
Second Saturday of every month, 7:45-9:45 a.m. $5. 
805-937-9750. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt. m

GUITAR HERO
The Music Series, an acrylic exhibition at the Santa Maria Public 
Library, will remain on display in Shepard Hall Gallery through 
Thursday, Dec. 5. This exhibit features works by local painter 
Lori Mole. The library is located at 421 S. McClelland St., Santa 
Maria. Call (805) 925-0951 or visit cityofsantamaria.org/library 
to find out more.

—C.W.

FILE IMAGE COURTESY OF LORI MOLE

HEART OF THE OCEAN
Central Coast Live Read presents a live 
script reading of Titanic at the Historic 
Santa Maria Inn on Friday, Nov. 8, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. The cast includes 
Weston Scott (pictured), who will narrate 
the action segments of the screenplay. 
Admission is free, but donations will be 
accepted to benefit the Ian M. Hassett 
Foundation. The hotel is located at 
801 S. Broadway, Santa Maria. Visit 
centralcoastliveread.com for more info.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CENTRAL COAST LIVE READ
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Do yourself a favor and get to the 
church on time this Sunday 
and Saturday, as St. Mark’s-

in-the-Valley houses not one but 
two notable classical concerts this 
weekend: An Evening of Chamber 
Music on Saturday, Nov. 9, at 7 p.m., 
and the Santa Ynez Valley Wind 
Ensemble’s Fall 2019 Concert on 
Sunday, Nov. 10, at 2 p.m.
 The first of the pair is presented by 
the Santa Ynez Valley Concert Series 
and features three visiting members 
of the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra. Guest violinists Jackie 
Brand and Erik Rynearson and 
guest cellist Trevor Handy will join 
resident pianist Robert Cassidy (also 
artistic director of the concert series) 
for this performance of works by 
Moazart and Martinu. Tickets to the 
concert range from $20 to $35.
 In honor of Veterans Day, the 
Santa Ynez Valley Wind Ensemble 
will perform a collection of patriotic 
tunes the following afternoon. 
Featured songs will include “Armed 
Forces Salute,” “A Patriotic Salute,” 
and “Midway March.” 
 Admission to this concert is free 
as a gift to the community, but 
donations will be accepted (which 
are tax deductible). Visit St. Mark’s-

in-the-Valley’s website, smitv.
org, to find out more about both 
performances. The church is located 
at 2901 Nojoqui Ave., Los Olivos.

Down to the riptide
 The Santa Maria Valley Senior 
Citizens Club is hosting a Veterans 
Day tribute of its own at the Elwin 
Mussell Senior Center on Sunday, 
Nov. 10, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. “Giving 
Thanks to Vets!” will feature 

live music from the Riptide Big 
Band, with special guest vocalist 
Bob Nations. This local 16-piece 
ensemble performs big band tunes 
as well as covers of ’60s and ’70s 
soft rock hits. The group has been 
jammin’ together since 2014 and 
includes local musicians from across 
the Central Coast, ranging from 
Lompoc to Paso Robles.
 Admission to this celebratory 
dance concert is free thanks to 
support from the Community 
Foundation of SLO County. Call 

(775) 813-5186 or visit riptidebb.com 
for more details. The Elwin Mussell 
Senior Center is located at 510 Park 
Ave., Santa Maria.

Going south
 It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s ... 
Flight 805. The hard rock cover 
band is performing at Cold Spring 
Tavern on Friday, Nov. 8, from 6 
to 9 p.m. This Santa Barbara-based 

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

BACK POCKET LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 16, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

BANDA LOS SEBASTIANES WITH RANCHO 
VIEJO The resort is a 21-and-up venue. Nov. 15 
Chumash Casino Resort, 3400 E. Highway 246, 
Santa Ynez, 800-248-6274, chumashcasino.com/
entertainment.

DUSTY JUGZ LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy 
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

EVENING OF CHAMBER MUSIC Featuring guest 
artists from the LA Chamber Orchestra. Nov. 9, 
1:30 p.m. St. Mark’s in the Valley Episcopal Church, 
2901 Nojoqui Ave., Los Olivos.

EXCELLENT TRADESMAN LIVE Food and drinks 
available for purchase. No outside food or drinks 
allowed. Nov. 9, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

FLIGHT 805 LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 8, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

JIMI NELSON LIVE Nov. 9, 8-11 p.m. and Nov. 
10, 1-5 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., 
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

JUMPSTART LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 15, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

LET GO FLO LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 16, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts perform 
every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. Maverick 
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-
4785, mavericksaloon.org.

PULL THE TRIGGER LIVE Nov. 8, 8:30 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

SALT MARTIANS LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
Nov. 9, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SYV WIND ENSEMBLE A Veteran’s Day concert. 

Live Music Catch 
the 
wind
St. Mark’s-in-the-
Valley hosts SYV 
Wind Ensemble and  
LA Chamber 
Orchestra guest artists

LOCAL NOTES
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY WIND ENSEMBLE

SOMETHING IN THE WIND: The Santa Ynez Valley Wind Ensemble presents its Fall 2019 Concert at St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley on Sunday, Nov. 10, at 2 p.m.

MUSIC LISTINGS continued page 23
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY CONCERT SERIES

THREE’S COMPANY: An Evening of Chamber Music features guest artists (from left to right) Jackie Brand, Trevor Handy, and Erik Rynearson and takes 
place at St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley on Saturday, Nov. 9, at 7 p.m.

LOCAL NOTES continued page 23
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quartet features Tom Banigan on 
bass and vocals, Cyrus Morici on 
lead guitar, Mike Morse on guitar 
and vocals, and Danny “Bam” 
Halperin on drums and vocals. 
Known for covering hits from Led 
Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix, Kiss, and 
other legendary acts, my favorite 
way to sum the group up would 
have to be the Homer Simpson 
quote they’ve chosen as the subhead 
to their website: “Why d’ya need 
new bands? Everyone knows rock 
attained perfection in 1974.”
 Guests of the tavern can expect 
a mood swing the following 
afternoon with a performance 
from bluegrass band Salt Martians 
on Saturday, Nov. 9, from 1 to 4 

p.m. Retro-country and neo-surf 
group The Excellent Tradesman 
follow the space rangers, with a 
show from 5 to 8 p.m. Blues, rags, 
and good-time duo Tom Ball and 
Kenny Sultan take over the tavern’s 
stage on Sunday, Nov. 10, with a 
performance from 1:15 to 4 p.m. 
The venue’s weekly lineup concludes 
with blues and rock trio Teresa 
Russell and Cocobilli, who play 
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Admission to 
each show is free.
 Meanwhile, the Maverick Saloon 
hosts two notable country acts over 
the weekend, starting with Pull the 
Trigger on Friday, Nov. 8, from 
8:30 to 11:30 p.m. The Jimi Nelson 
Band will occupy the saloon’s stage 
on both Saturday, Nov. 9, from 8 

to 11 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 10, 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Entry to all three 
performances is complimentary.

More music
 The BSV Trio is set to perform 
at the Naughty Oak Brewing 
Company in Orcutt on Friday, Nov. 
8, from 6 to 9 p.m. As with most 
Friday night concerts at the brewery, 
admission to the show is free, but 
food from a visiting vendor will be 
available for purchase. Lidos is this 
week’s featured caterer, serving up 
various offerings—including their 
famous chili cheese curly fries—
starting at 5:30 p.m.
 Blast 825 Brewery presents 
O’Donna on Friday, Nov. 8, from 

10 p.m. to past midnight. Local 
solo artist Timothy Metcalfe 
performs the following evening, 
Saturday, Nov. 9, from 7 to 10 
p.m. The brewery’s weekly live 
music series comes to a close with 
singer-songwriter Russ Douglas, 
who plays on Sunday, Nov. 10, 
from noon to 3 p.m. Entry to all 
three performances is free. Also in 
Orcutt, Central Coast-based duo 
Bender and Jack perform at Vino 
et Amicis Wine Bar on Friday, Nov. 
8, from 7 to 10 p.m. Admission 
to this acoustic rock act’s show is 
complimentary. m

Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote 
this week’s Local Notes. Contact him 
at cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

Nov. 10, 2 p.m. St. Mark’s in the Valley Episcopal 
Church, 2901 Nojoqui Ave., Los Olivos.

TERESA RUSSELL AND COCOBILLI LIVE Food and 
drinks available for purchase. No outside food or drinks 
allowed. Nov. 10, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 
5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

VIENESS PIANO DUO Featuring Eva Schaumkell and 
Vijay Venkatesh. This diverse program will include both 
classic repertoire and contemporary music. Nov. 16, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. $5 students; $25 adults. First United 
Methodist Church, 925 North F St., Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BENDER AND JACK LIVE Nov. 8, 7-10 p.m. Vino et 

Amicis, 156 S. Broadway, 
Orcutt, 805-631-0496, 
vinoetamicis.com.

THE BVS TRIO LIVE 
Nov. 8, 6-9 p.m. Naughty 
Oak Brewing Co., 165 S 
Broadway St. suite 102, 
Orcutt, 805-287-9663, 
naughtyoak.com.

FOXEN SECOND 
SUNDAYS: LIVE 
MUSIC AND FOOD 
TRUCK Every second 
Sunday of every month, 
Foxen will have live 
music and a food truck 
on property. Second 
Sunday of every month, 
12:30-3:30 p.m. Free 
admission. 805-937-
4251. foxenvineyard.
com. Foxen Winery & 
Vineyard, 7600 Foxen 
Canyon Rd., Santa Maria.

GIVING THANKS TO 
VETS! The Santa Maria 
Valley Sr. Club presents 
“Giving Thanks to our 
Vets!” featuring Riptide 
Big Band and vocalist, 
Bob Nations. With grant 
funding from Community 
Foundation of San Luis 
Obispo County. Dress 

patriotic. Nov. 10, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775 813-5186. 
RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park 
Ave., Santa Maria.

LAND OF THE FREE, HOME OF THE BRAVE: 
A CONCERT OF PATRIOTIC CHORAL MUSIC 
Enjoy a concert of patriotic choral music presented 
by Coastal Voices Community Choir, a California 
Registered Nonprofit Corporation. Nov. 9, 2-3:30 p.m. 
and Nov. 11, 7-8:30 p.m. Donation only. 805-517-4645. 
coastalvoices.info. St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 
3945 S. Bradley Road, Santa Maria.

DJ/DANCE
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY 
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., 
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing 
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring 
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. 
Free. 805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., 
Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

805 NIGHTS For ages 21-and-over only. Come 
enjoy dancing to your favorite music videos. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Free. 805-219-0977. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe.

DJ VEGA: OLD SCHOOL AND PARTY MIX 
Saturdays, 9 p.m. Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., 
Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 805-598-
6772. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-310-
1827. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights 
a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For ages 21-and-
over. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-925-2405. 
ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho Bowl, 128 E Donovan 
Rd., Santa Maria.

RANDY LATIN PARTY MIX Fridays, 9:30 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free. 
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW 
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

KARAOKE WITH DJ RANDY Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30 
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241 
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.

KARAOKE WITH YSABEL Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are 
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9 
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main 
St., Santa Maria. m

M U S I C

LOCAL NOTES from page 22

PIANO PAIR
The Lompoc Concert Association presents the Vieness Piano Duo, 
Eva Schaumkell and Vijay Venkatesh, at First United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, Nov. 16, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. This diverse 
program will include both classic repertoire and contemporary 
music. Tickets range from $5 to $25. The church is located at 925 
N. F St., Lompoc. Call (805) 588-5971 or visit lompocconcert.org 
for more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LOMPOC CONCERT ASSOCIATION

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF ANTHONY MICHAEL

JUST AROUND THE BEND: Local acoustic 
rock duo Bender and Jack perform at Vino et 
Amicis Wine Bar on Friday, Nov. 8, at 7 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLD SPRING TAVERN

LEARNING TO FLY: Hard rock cover band 
Flight 805 performs at Cold Spring Tavern 
on Friday, Nov. 8, at 6 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUDY LINDQUIST

BAND ON THE RUN: The Riptide Big Band perform a special Veterans Day show at the Elwin 
Mussell Senior Center on Sunday, Nov. 10, at 1:30 p.m.

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 22

The Maxim in Real Estate

This ad provided by:
(805) 937-1766

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE
Anyone can help!

(805) 878-0807

Can I crash 
on your couch 
for awhile?
Ask us about our 
Foster Program

Smokey is an 
adorable senior Llasa 
Apso still looking for 
his forever home. 
He’s great with other 
dogs and loves to 
be cuddled and 
petted... he’s really 
a lovebug!  Smokey 
has impeccable 
house manners, fully housetrained, won’t tip 
over the trash, and doesn’t even bark!  He’s 
just about perfect!! If you have room in your 
home and lap  for the sweetest little dog, 
please contact us today to meet Smokey!

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org

Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

Smokey

ADOPT DON’T 
SHOP!

Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter
548 W. Foster Road, Santa Maria

This ad is sponsored by the 

WWW.SBCPHD.ORG/AS

ADOPT ME!
Please Give Me 

a Forever Home!

Mary Jane is an up close and 
personal kind of gal. She loves 

her people and is all about 
the cuddles

Stop by any one of our three 
shelters to find your furever friend:   

  548 W. Foster · Santa Maria
1501 W. Central · Lompoc

5473 Overpass Rd · Santa Barbara

Mary Jane
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BY MALEA MARTIN

Having lived in Orcutt for the last 43 years, 
painter Sheryl Knight is no stranger to 
the Central Coast and its distinctive 

scenery. Currently represented at six galleries in 
California—including 
at Solvang Antiques 
through Nov. 17 and 
at three galleries 
throughout San Luis 
Obispo County—
Knight’s artistic mark is 
multifaceted.
 Often working en plein air, Knight said she 
almost exclusively gravitates toward painting 
landscapes. The result is bright, impressionistic, 
and unmistakably Californian work.
 “Representing the Central Coast, the three 
types of landscapes would be seascapes, 
vineyards, or the golden hills with oak trees,” 
Knight told the Sun. “I think that represents our 
area more than most anything else.”
 While vineyards may seem ideal for galleries 
that sit squarely in Central Coast wine country, 
Knight said she feels more inspired by less 
predictable sceneries.
 “I’ve become known for painting vineyards, 
but it’s not my favorite thing to paint. They can be 
tedious,” she said of the distinctly California subject 
matter. “If I could just paint anything I wanted, I 
think I would paint mostly mountain scenes.”
 As someone who makes a living off selling her 
work, Knight explained how catering aspects of 
her work to her desired audience is simply a part 
of being a creative professional. While she prefers 
to paint on larger canvases, Knight shows smaller 
works at the Nancy Dodds Gallery in Carmel 
because the quaint oceanside town is a popular 
tourist destination. The small works sell better 
there because many gallerygoers are not from 
the area and must be able to transport their new 
piece home.
 Though she said she “would paint large 

over small any day,” a small canvas can be 
advantageous for painting en plein air, Knight 
said. When painting outdoors and on location, 
the smaller and simpler the supplies, the better.
 “When I first started plein air painting, I 
remember I used a French easel, and it collapsed 

on me on the beach, in the sand: painting face 
down,” Knight remembers. “Now I’ve got it 
down to equipment that I can pretty much carry 
on my back. I try to keep it as simple as possible.”
 Other than the small pieces that she shows 

in Carmel, Knight said that painting outdoors 
is more about remembering the moment than 
creating a work she indends to sell.
 “I don’t go out to sell the plein air painting 
as much as to have it just for reference,” Knight 
said of her process. “It’s a study for me, so I know 
what I’ve seen and what I’ve observed while I was 
out there.”
 Though Knight splits her time between her 
studio and the outdoors, she said there is something 
that only en plein air painting can achieve.
 “The advantage of painting from life is that you 
have the feeling of the scene, you’re actually out there 
with it,” she said. “There’s an emotional connection 
that you won’t get from a photograph necessarily.”
 As is distinctive of impressionism, paying close 
attention to light and contrast is key for Knight.
 “I think the most striking thing for any 
artist is how the light hits the scene,” she said. 
“If there’s not good light, it can look really 
mundane. But if it’s lit up beautifully, it can 
make all the difference in the world, even for 
something that isn’t normally a striking scene. 
It’s all about the light.”
 Knight’s work is also impressionistic in the 
way that she manipulates the thickness and 
texture of oil paint.
 “I tend to do a lot of palette knife painting, 
which keeps it loose and somewhat thick,” she 
said. “I just love working with oil. I love the 
consistency, the viscosity, the color mixing. 
That’s one of my joys.”
 Though she’s painted for most of her life, 
Knight said she is still always discovering new 
places to improve.
 “I’ve been known to take paintings, and if it 
hadn’t sold, I’ll bring it back and repaint the whole 
thing until I really feel good about it,” she said. 

“I think it actually gets 
harder, the more you 
paint, to be satisfied with 
your work. You’d think 
it would be the reverse. 
But I don’t want to stay 
where I’m at; I want to 
constantly get better.” m

Contributor Malea Martin is appreciating 
California landscapes. Send arts story tips through 
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood at cwiseblood@
santamariasun.com.

D A Y T R I P P E R  2 6

ART SCENE

Author Elayne Klasson signs 
debut novel in Solvang
 The Book Loft in Solvang hosts a book signing with author 
Elayne Klasson on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 2 p.m. Klasson will be 
signing copies of her debut novel, Love is a Rebellious Bird, 
which is set to be released on Tuesday, Nov. 12. 
 The book follows Judith, a woman in her 60s driven to pursue 
Elliot, a man she has loved since childhood. The two met while 
growing up in Chicago 
but were separated 
after moving to 
opposite coasts; Judith 
relocated to California 
while Elliot embarked 
on a legal career in New 
York. After two failed 
marriages, Judith is 
determined to reunite 
with her lost love.
 Admission to the 
signing is free, and 
copies of Love is a 
Rebellious Bird will be 
available for purchase. 
Visit elayneklasson.com to find out more about the book and 
its author. For more details on the signing, call (805) 688-6010 
or visit bookloftsolvang.com. The Book Loft is located at 1680 
Mission Drive, Solvang.

SMCT Readers Theatre 
presents 12 Angry Men
 The Santa Maria Civic Theatre (SMCT) presents a Readers 
Theatre production of 12 Angry Men on Friday, Nov. 8, and 
Saturday, Nov. 9, from 7 to 9 p.m. both evenings, and on 
Sunday, Nov. 10, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The setting is New York 
City in 1957, and the story follows a jury determining the verdict 
in a murder case whose defendant faces the death penalty if 
found guilty. Debates begin when a single juror refuses to align 
his vote with the other 11, preventing a unanimous decision.
 Tickets to 12 Angry Men range from $5 to $10 and are 
available in advance at my805tix.com. For more info on 
the production and other upcoming shows at SMCT, call  
(805) 922-4442 or visit smct.org. The theater is located at 
1660 N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

Home and Away exhibition 
opens in Los Olivos
 A new duo show, Home and Away, opened at Gallery Los 
Olivos on Friday, Nov. 1. The exhibition features a collection 
of pastel and watercolor paintings, including landscapes, 
figuratives, and florals by Central Coast-based artists Kris 
Buck and Karen McLean. Both studio and plein air works are 
included, and the subject matter of the paintings vary.
 For more info on the exhibit, which runs through Saturday, 
Nov. 30, call Gallery Los Olivos at (805) 688-7517 or visit 
gallerylosolivos.com. The gallery is open daily from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos. m

Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood.  
Send information to cwiseblood@santamariasun.com.

Arts Briefs

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHERYL KNIGHT

ART IN ACTION: Sheryl 
Knight paints a mountainous 
scene en plein air.

Master of landscapes
Orcutt-based painter Sheryl Knight focuses on the Central 
Coast’s signature sceneries

IMAGE COURTESY OF SOLVANG ANTIQUES

LANDSCAPES GALORE: Sheryl Knight’s Vineyard in the Fall features the classic rows of grape vines that the Central Coast is 
famous for. The piece is on display at her Solvang Antiques exhibition through Nov. 17.

IMAGE COURTESY OF HANNAH ROBERTSON

IMAGE COURTESY OF GALLERY LOS OLIVOS

‘I just love working with oil. I love the consistency, the 
viscosity, the color mixing. That’s one of my joys.’ 

—Sheryl Knight, painter

On display
 Sheryl Knight’s paintings are on display at Solvang 
Antiques through Nov. 17. Solvang Antiques is located at 1693 
Copenhagen Drive in Solvang. For more information, visit 
solvangantiques.com or sherylknight.com. 
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www.santaynezchumash.org

THE STRENGTH  
OF A VISION
It started with the vision of our ancestors more than 13,000 years  
ago. Today, we are proud to carry on their tradition of generosity.

A few short years ago, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians  
created the Team Chumash volunteer program. Since then, more than 
300 employees, family members and friends provide more than  
3,300 volunteer service hours each year.

Through volunteer efforts that include cooking dinner at local homeless 
shelters, building bikes and skateboards for kids in foster care, packing 
hygiene kits for those affected by disaster, and serving seniors in the Santa 
Ynez Valley, Team Chumash volunteers are passionate about the service 
they provide and the impact they make on those who need it most.  

Community

21018-4_CHU_CelebrateEducate_10-125x6-25.indd   4 9/26/19   2:50 PM

PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O RY  T H E AT R E

GROUPS* 805 -928-7731 x.4 015
TICKETS 805-922-8313 | PCPA.ORG

November 7 - December 22
Marian Theatre

MUSIC BY ALAN MENKEN | BOOK BY DOUG WRIGHT | LYRICS BY HOWARD ASHMAN & GLENN SLATER

A spectacular

adventure under
the sea!

*12 OR
MORE

805-937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt

WWW.ORCUTT76.COM

Plus $8.25 Certifi cate + $1.50 Transfer fee +$1.00 OPUS fee. ’99 & Older $15 extra, 
Vans & Motor Homes $20 extra. Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 11/28/19

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

$3400
Regular Price $44.00

Appointments
937-5340

ORCUTT
PROVIDING FUEL & SERVICE TO ORCUTT FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SMOG CHECKS
   PASS OR DON’T PAY   

Old & New Vehicles
   DRIVE-UPS WELCOME   

OIL CHANGES
   ASK FOR DETAILS   
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A R T S DAYTRIPPER

BY ANDREA ROOKS

I’m grasping for the perfect metaphor, but the 
only words rushing through my brain are, “Uh-
oh, uh-oh, are we supposed to be going this fast?”

 My daughter and I are coming in for a landing, 
and I’m convinced we’re going to get hurt. The 
guides had said we’d zip along with extra speed 
because we’re riding tandem, but this feels too fast! 
 “Legs up! Legs up!” I yell. 
 We tuck our legs as best we can. Thunk! Our 
apparatus hits the brakes at the landing site, and the 
ground comes up below us. Before I know it, we’ve 
slowed enough that I can put my feet down and 
step forward with our momentum till I’m standing. 
 My daughter woo-hoos, and I’m laughing 
uncontrollably.
 As the guide removes our zip-line equipment 
from the cable, we turn and watch Holly, my 

sister-in-law, slide in for her 
landing on the parallel line 
across from us. She’d started 
at the same time as me 
and my daughter, but sure 
enough, we went way faster. 

My other daughter and 
Summer, my future sister-in-
law, are waiting at the top of 
the landing area, and we share 
more wows and woo-hoos as 
we walk to the second line.
 We did it—the five of us 
jumped off a platform and 
flew 2,800 feet across an 
oak-studded valley. This 
bachelorette party is off to an 
incredible start. 

No metaphors for 
Summer’s pending nuptials 
come to mind yet, but maybe 
the 300-foot suspension 
bridge will elicit some poetic 
exclamations. Once safely on 
the other side, we agree that 
walking across those narrow, 
wobbly planks was scarier 
than the zip line itself. That’s 
a good thing—we’ve got five 
more lines, so it’s too late to 
be scared now. 

After the bridge, we take 
a short hike up to the second 
launch site, which affords 
another breathtaking view 
of the Margarita Ranch 
property on this sunny 
late-September day. I watch 
the guide attach both my 
daughters to the line—they 
don’t protest riding tandem; 
I think they’re excited for a 
fast trip. They jump together, 
and I’ve still got no similes, 
only joy and adrenaline. 

By now I’ve repented of 
my snobbish skepticism of 
this “biggest thrill in wine 
country.” Having lived here 

more than two decades, I’m more of an off-the-
beaten-path chill seeker, not so much a thrill 
seeker. This bachelorette adventure has shown me 
the light, and I am not looking back. 

Seriously. It’s hard to look back when 
zooming forward faster than I’ve ever gone 
without being inside a large vehicle. 

The rest of the five zip lines are equally 
exciting. As I approach my final landing—I’ve 
learned by now that coming in hot is the best 
way—I realize the five of us ladies have been 
living the metaphor. If Summer can step into the 
unknown and soar across the expanse, getting 
married will be a breeze. m 

Associate Editor Andrea Rooks is ready for another 
adventure. Send harnesses, helmets, and gloves to 
arooks@newtimesslo.com.

PHOTOS BY ANDREA ROOKS

TWICE THE FUN: My daughters rode two of Margarita Adventures’ six zip lines together. 
Though initially disappointed to not weigh enough to fly solo on all the lines, my oldest 
daughter later enthusiastically said it was better because duos zip faster.

Taking the plunge
A family bachelorette weekend has 
us making many leaps of faith with 
Margarita Adventures

Adventure time
 Margarita Adventures’ zip-
line tours include six zip lines and 
a 300-foot suspension bridge. 
Tickets cost $119 for adults and 
$89 for kids on weekends. Visit 
margarita-adventures.com for 
more information.

SPLENDOR: 
Each zip line 
staging area 
afforded 
incredible views 
of the Margarita 
Ranch property. 
Here, our zip-line 
group—including 
my daughters 
and sisters-in-
law—waits for 
our turn on the 
1,200-foot-long 
Renegade, the 
second zip line of 
the day.
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ALL TICKETS. 
ONE PLACE.

CONTACT US FOR 
A DEMO TODAY! 

805-546-8208 or 
info@My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:
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All theater listings are as of Friday, Nov. 1

ARCTIC DOGS
What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Aaron Woodley directs this animated adventure-comedy 
about Swifty the Arctic Fox (voiced by Jeremy Renner), who 
enlists his friends to stop a villain who plans to melt the 
Arctic and rule the world. (93 min.)

—Glen Starkey

DOCTOR SLEEP
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza

NEW Writer-director Mike Flanagan (Gerald’s Game, 
Ouija: Origin of Evil, Before I Wake) helms this film 

based on Stephen King’s novel about Danny Torrance (Ewan 
McGregor), the little boy with the ability to see ghosts from 
King’s earlier novel The Shining. Now an adult, Dan meets 
a tween girl, Abra Stone (Kyliegh Curran), who’s got the 
strongest “shining” he’s ever seen. Unfortunately, she’s being 
stalked by The True Knot, a group of quasi-immortal people 
who sustain themselves with “steam,” the energy those with 
“the shining” give off when they’re slowly tortured to death. 
Can Danny save Abra before it’s too late? (151 min.)

—Glen

LAST CHRISTMAS
What’s it rated? PG-13
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza

NEW Paul Feig (Bridesmaids, The Heat, A Simple Favor) 
directs this rom-com—co-written by Emma 

Thompson, who also co-stars—about Kate (Emilia Clarke), 
a young woman who’s really good at making bad decisions. 
She works as Santa’s elf at a year-round Christmas store, 
where she meets Tom (Henry Golding), taking her life in an 
unexpected direction. (102 min.)

—Glen

MALEFICENT: MISTRESS OF EVIL
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc

PICK Disney’s reimagined black-horned villainess, 
potentially gone soft, graces the big screen once 

again. With director Joachim Rønning at the helm (Pirates of 
the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales), Maleficent: Mistress of 
Evil tells the story of how pending nuptials could tear not only 
Maleficent (Angelina Jolie) and her goddaughter Aurora’s (Elle 
Fanning) lives apart, but the human and magical worlds as well.
 While the film as a whole was entertaining, it just lacked a 
flow in the story. Not to mention the fact that it’s predictable. 
There were too many side-stories that of course somehow 
come together in the end. But I don’t blame Jolie for a second; 

Writer-director Edward Norton (Keeping the 
Faith) helms this 1950s-period crime drama 
based on Jonathan Lethem’s novel about 

Tourette Syndrome-afflicted private detective Lionel 
“Brooklyn” Essrog, who works to solve the murder 
of his mentor and only friend, Frank Minna (Bruce 
Willis). (144 min.)

Glen: If you’re in the mood for a “good old-
fashioned” neo-noir in the style of Chinatown, 
this is the film for you. The film opens with Lionel 
and his colleague, Gilbert Coney (Ethan Suplee), 
staking out an operation their boss, Frank Minna, 
has kept them in the dark about. They don’t know 
what Frank’s into, but they know that depending 
on his signal, they need to cover him or follow 
him in their car. It’s a taunt opening set-up and 
one that goes quickly wrong as Frank is murdered 
right before their eyes. Who did it and why is what 
the rest of the film is all about. We’re in the dark as 
much as Lionel is, and we’re along 
for the ride as he slowly pieces 
together the mystery, which seems 
to center on Laura Rose (Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw), an assistant to low-
income housing advocate Gabby 
Horowitz (Cherry Jones), who’s 
fighting the powers that be in New 
York City, who have been evicting 
black and brown residents and gentrifying their 
neighborhoods, leaving the former residents 
with nowhere to go but out. Who’s really pulling 
the strings behind the city redevelopment? It’s 
certainly not the newly elected puppet mayor 
(Peter Gray Lewis). Instead, it’s Frank Moses (Alec 
Baldwin), an appointed commissioner who really 
wields the power. So why did Moses come down 
on Minna? He’s afraid of a file Minna had on 
him, but what is it about? Maybe it’s about Moses’ 
brother, Paul, a brilliant electrical engineer who’s 
trying to upgrade the electrical grid, or maybe 
it’s about nightclub owner Billy Rose (Robert 
Wisdom), who’s somehow related to Laura 
Rose, who lives above his club. Obviously, this is 
a story with a lot of moving parts, but Norton, 
directing himself, does a fantastic job of keeping it 
mysterious but not muddled.
Anna: I found Motherless Brooklyn to be a gripping 
mystery and a well-crafted character study for 
Norton. Lionel, with his bursts of foul language 
and unyielding loyalty to his friend Frank, is totally 
endearing and the quest he’s on is a genuine series 
of twists and turns. Lionel was raised in a Catholic 
school for boys (aka an orphanage) along with his 
lifelong friends Tony (Bobby Cannavale), Danny 

(Dallas Roberts), 
and Gil. All four 
boys were taken 
under Frank’s wing 
and they all operate 
under him in a car 
service/private eye 
operation. Lionel’s 
top-notch memory 
is a huge asset to 
the business and 
his unstoppable 
devotion to Frank 
means he’ll never 
leave his mentor’s 
side—even after 
Frank’s death. 
It happens early on in the film, so most of the 
time we spend is alongside Lionel as he works the 
investigation and seeds a blooming relationship 

with Laura. There’s no denying 
that Norton is a phenomenal 
actor and with Motherless 
Brooklyn he proves his direction is 
also compelling. This movie just 
looks and sounds cool.
Glen: The attention to detail 
really transports viewers to 
1950s-era New York, with the 

cars, storefronts, and clothes of the era. The 
performances are all top-notch as well. Norton 
has proved adept at playing characters with 
peculiar ticks, from his stuttering southerner 
Aaron Sampler/“Roy” in Primal Fear (1996) to 
his turn as fake cerebral palsy sufferer, Jack Teller, 
in The Score (2001). He’s terrific as Lionel, who’s 
ever apologetic about his outbursts in an era that 
hadn’t yet found a name for Tourette Syndrome. 
Baldwin is all thick-necked menace as Moses, 
who’s disinterested in money and notoriety. He 
seeks raw power, the kind of power that will let 
you get away with anything. Mbatha-Raw also 
delivers as the sympathetic Laura, the woman 
at the center of the mystery. When Laura takes 
Lionel to Billy’s jazz nightclub, mostly filled with 
black patrons, the music sets Lionel’s affliction 
off, and soon he catches the eye of the band’s 
trumpet player (Michael Kenneth Williams, who’s 
fantastic here), who recognizes something special 
in Lionel’s ability to feel the music. There’s just 
a lot of talent up on the screen, and the mystery 
resolves in a very satisfying way … if you can 
keep up with it all. If you’re a mystery fan, like 
an engrossing character study, or enjoy film noir, 
Motherless Brooklyn ticks all the boxes.

Anna: Baldwin is impressively unlikeable as the 
powerful yet still power hungry commissioner; 
his seething all-or-nothing mentality doesn’t hide 
far below the surface. The connections between 
himself and Paul, Billie, and Laura are a winding 
mess that kept me guessing well into the almost 
two and a half hours the film spans. Arguably 
Motherless Brooklyn runs a little long—it could 
have been tightened up—but overall I didn’t mind 
the length. I was kept guessing and that meant I 
stayed engaged from beginning to end. The film 
is an adaptation of a novel by the same name by 
Jonathan Lethem, and while I haven’t read the 
book yet, this film made me want to. It’s a rich 
world—between some awesome costuming and 
recreating the New York of the 1950s, Motherless 
Brooklyn creates a world we are easily transported 
to. I hope Norton gets the directing bug again 
soon. I’d hate to wait another 19 years to see his 
directorial work on the big screen! m

Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior Staff 
Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna. Comment 
at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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SUN SCREEN

Twisty neo-noir!

MOTHERLESS BROOKLYN
What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Where’s it showing? Santa Maria 14

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

MYSTERY WOMAN: Laura Rose (Gugu Mbatha-Raw, left) is at the center of a mystery private eye 
Lionel Essrog (Edward Norton) is determined to solve, in this effective neo-noir crime drama.

FILM REVIEWS continued page 28

Film Reviews

SCORING
FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing 
MATINEE ..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT ...........It’s worth a rental 
STREAM IT .....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

THE BETTER MAN: Power hungry builder Frank Moses (Alec 
Baldwin, left) will stop at nothing to transform New York City, 
but P.I. Lionel Essrog (Edward Norton) is slowly uncovering 
Moses’ secret, leading to a showdown.

155 
Organizations

190
VenuesOrganizations

163 
Active Events

17k 
Customers

49k 
Tickets Sold

The numbers say it all.
Whether you want to put on a successful event or find the hot ticket, My805Tix is your local source for everything tickets. Reach out now to info@My805Tix.com for information.
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her portrayal of the character, down to the deep villainous voice 
she uses, is amazing. She was ruling the screen, and the other 
characters were peasants in comparison. (118 min.) 

—Karen Garcia 

MIDWAY
What’s it rated? PG-13
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza

NEW Roland Emmerich (Stargate, Independence Day, The 
Patriot, White House Down) directs this historical 

action-drama about World War II’s Battle of Midway, told by those 
who fought it: Lt. Richard “Dick” Best (Ed Skrein), Edwin Layton 
(Patrick Wilson), Lt. Commander Wade McClusky (Luke Evans), 
Admiral Chester Nimitz (Woody Harrelson), and Vice Admiral 
William “Bull” Halsey (Dennis Quaid). This pivotal June 4-7, 1942, 
battle between the American fleet and the Imperial Japanese 
Navy was the Pacific Theater’s turning point. (138 min.)

—Glen

PLAYING WITH FIRE
What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In

NEW Andy Fickman (She’s the Man, Race to Witch Mountain 
(2009)) directs this family comedy about a crew of 

firefighters who rescue three rambunctious kids. The film stars 
Judy Greer, Keegan-Michael Key, and John Cena. (96 min.)

—Glen

TERMINATOR: DARK FATE
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
 Tim Miller (Deadpool) directs this next installment into the 
Terminator franchise. This time around, Sarah Connor (Linda 
Hamilton) and a “retired” T-800 Terminator going by the name 
Carl (Arnold Schwarzenegger) join forces with enhanced soldier, 
Grace (Mackenzie Davis), who’s been sent from the future to 
protect Daniella “Dani” Ramos (Natalia Reyes). If Dani lives 
she’ll give birth to a Resistance leader who will stop an A.I. 
called Legion, who like Skynet hopes to destroy humankind. 
They’re being pursued by Rev-9 (Gabriel Luna), an advanced 
terminator that’s able to split in two. (128 min.)

—Glen

ZOMBIELAND: DOUBLE TAP
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc

PICK Ruben Fleischer (Venom, Gangster Squad) directs this 
sequel to his 2009 comedy horror film, Zombieland, 

about four survivors—Columbus (Jesse Eisenberg), Tallahassee 
(Woody Harrelson), Wichita (Emma Stone), and Little Rock 

(Abigail Breslin)—navigating a zombie apocalypse wasteland. 
In this follow-up, they slay a whole lot of zombies and encounter 
other survivors such as Madison (Zoey Deutch), Nevada (Rosario 
Dawson), Berkeley (Avan Jogia), Albuquerque (Luke Wilson), and 
Flagstaff (Thomas Middleditch). Somehow, Bill Murray—slain in 

the original—returns to play himself. (99 min.) ❍
—Glen

Sun movie reviews were compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer 
Glen Starkey this week. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

F I L M

LONE WOLF MCQUADE
When? 1983
What’s it rated? PG
Where? Free on YouTube

The internet loves Chuck Norris, and 
why not? He’s legendarily hairy and 
whenever he gets sweaty he looks 

like he’s covered in warm butter. He 
owns the classic tough guy look and 
embodies all the clichés of action stars. 
And he can kick really, really high.
 Various and sundry corners of the 
web are populated with a never-ending 

stream of memes that pay homage to his 
legend. One reads, “Death once had a 
near Chuck Norris experience.” Another, 
“Chuck Norris doesn’t turn on the 
shower, he just stares at it until it cries.”
 There’s something very silly about 
Norris and it’s entirely different from 
the sort of silliness of, say, Steven 
Seagal. One is funny because he 
doesn’t take himself too seriously and 
the other is hilarious precisely because 
he takes himself extremely seriously.
 But there’s a certain preternatural 
charm to Norris and within him, 
seemingly, an instinct for never buying 
into his on-screen persona.
 This is evident in the 1983 film Lone 
Wolf McQuade, in which Norris plays 
the titular character J.J. McQuade, 
a clichéd tough guy loner who hates 
vegetables and loves beer.
 We meet Mr. McQuade in the 
obligatory BAMF (look it up, we keep it 
clean here, kids) opening. He rescues 
a handful of police from a violent, 
murderous horse thief wearing a vest 
and no shirt. He quickly subdues the 
bad guys by himself, fighting off Uzi 
wielding men with snap kicks and his 
perfectly manicured scruff.
 It’s an obvious setup, showing the 
audience that Norris is dangerous 
and unflappable in the face of violent 
criminals. The plot, of course, involves a 
highly dangerous arms dealer who is also 
supposed to be of ultimate male status.

 None of this, by itself, is funny in 
any kind of self-aware way. There are 
lots of action films with pretty much 
exactly the same elements.
 But the film gives the audience, 
at various times, a wink. Among the 
conspicuous shirtless scenes and the 
heavy-handed loner, drinker, tough-
guy cop tropes are details that make 
fun of McQuade.
 For instance, he gets into a fight 
with his girlfriend after she throws 
his beer away and replaces it with 
vegetables and, after being buried 
alive, the first thing he asks for is beer.
 But the best and strangest moment 
of the film, the one that shows us how 
funny the director thinks this all is, 
appears in the first half of the movie. 
McQuade is in his office making phone 
calls about some smuggled firearms and 
the military base he’s called has him 
on hold. This is where he, inexplicably, 
begins drawing nipples on a photo. This, 
against the backdrop of the ultimate 
tough-guy picture that has been so 
heavily applied, is hilarious. It tells us 
that Chuck Norris is laughing with us. ❍

—William D’Urso

BLASTBLAST
FROM THEFROM THE

PHOTO COURTESY OF ORION PICTURES

LONE WOLF: In Lone Wolf McQuade, 
Chuck Norris plays J.J. McQuade, a 
clichéd tough guy loner who hates 
vegetables and loves beer. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AGC STUDIOS

CASUALTIES OF WAR: Lt. Richard “Dick” Best (Ed Skrein) 
and his wife, Anne (Mandy Moore), share a quiet moment 
before Dick engages in the World War II Battle of Midway, 
which turned the tide in the Pacifi c Theater, in Midway.

FILM REVIEWS from page 27

PHOTO COURTESY OF NICKELODEON MOVIES

UNPREPARED: A group of tough-as-nails fi refi ghters (left to 
right: John Leguizamo, Michael Cena, Keegan-Michael Key, 
and Tyler Mane) are out of their element when they have to 
take care of three rescued kids, in Playing with Fire.

SERVING 
PATRICIO’S 

PIZZA

NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Same  
Great  
Pizza!

Same Great Taste!

Featuring
Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.623.7111 
belloforno.com

EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS

More Than Just Award 
Winning Pizza!
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We can accommodate Christmas 
Parties for 10-100 guests. Call today

to make your reservations.

Can’t come for a party?  Gift Certificates 
in any denomination are also a great gift! 

To Order: (805)937-6151 or hitchingpost1.com
We’ll mail them, or come in a� er 11am daily. Call 

ahead for large orders of 20 or more. 

in Casmalia
3325 Point Sal Road, Casmalia

(805)937-6151

There’s no better way to say
THANK YOU

to your staff than an evening at the Hitching Post.

Santa Maria
540 E. Betteravia
(805) 349-9800

Arroyo Grande
1390 W. Branch
(805) 473-9292

San Luis Obispo
299 Madonna Rd
(805) 547-1800

Save $2
on a YP2 purchase

 
Disclaimer: Save $2.00 on the purchase of any You Pick 

Two meal. Valid only at participating Panera Bread® 
locations in Santa Maria, Arroyo Grande, and San 

Luis Obispo. While supplies last.  Limit one coupon per 
person per visit per day. Must present coupon when 

ordering. Not valid with any other coupon or offer. 
Void if modified, copied, reproduced, transferred, 

purchased, traded or sold. Applicable taxes paid by 
bearer. Cash redemption value 1/20 of one cent. Offer 
may expire without notice due to error, fraud or other 

unforeseen circumstances. Offer expires 11/28/19. 
© 2019 Panera Bread. All rights reserved. 

Code: SUNEWYP2
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Book Tee Times Online Today 
Tournaments / Bar & Grill 

805-937-2019 • 1950 CA-1, Santa Maria

Rancho Maria Golf Club

www.ranchomariagolf.com
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BY BETH GIUFFRE

If you’re like me, you look to the gas pumps to decipher what 
you’re going to spend on your food essentials—the simplifi ed 
reason being that high oil prices contribute to soaring food prices. 

 Since today’s gas prices are something out of a horror fi lm, and 
AAA reports that Californians are paying the most expensive gas 
prices in fi ve years (saying the state’s average as of this spring was 
$4.01), we’re feeling the pinch at the grocery store as well. 
 I’m thinking about that Oroweat bread delivery truck I recently 
saw parked outside a Central Coast Vons that delivers organic artisan 
bread from Horsham, Pennsylvania. We’re paying for all that gas, with 
bread being close to $4 a loaf. I think we’re all hurting at the register.
 The numbers have been showing for years that Californians 
are eating at home more than eating out—with statistics database 
Statista reporting that in 2016 only 20 percent of Americans visited 
full-service restaurants once a week. That means the majority of the 
food being eaten in Northern Santa Barbara County comes from 
grocery stores and health food markets, co-ops, farmers’ markets, 
online, CalFresh Food Assistance program, and—since we’re such 
an ag community—straight from our farmers and ranchers.  
 According to a 2014 study by Stanford and Cornell economists, the 
top items Americans are buying at the grocery store are snacks and 
candy (15.8 percent) and meat and protein (12.8 percent). But among 
the regular items Americans are buying at the grocery store, bread is 
always a top purchase, with eggs, butter, and milk high up on the list. 
 I would love to be able to buy all my bread at Pagnol at Third 
Street Bakery in Los Osos, but not all of us can do that, except for 
special occasions. So I made it my mission to fi nd baseline prices for 
the four organic pantry essentials. 
 Some of you may like to roll the dice and try Grocery Outlet 

with its varying inventory. And many of you pay for the Costco 
membership and brave the masses because buying in bulk makes 
sense for your household. I salute you! 
 I chose instead the main grocery stores that offer organic goods 
up and down the Central Coast, the stuff my family doesn’t 
typically order online. The list features the (lowest) prices from 
a handful of Northern Santa Barbara County’s local, big grocery 
stores (if the store didn’t have all four items in organic, I left it off 
the list): 

Trader Joe’s
Total: $14.96. Organic bread baguette: $1.99; a dozen organic 

eggs: $4.29; half-gallon of organic milk: $3.49; 1 pound organic 
butter: $5.19. 
 Upside: Best prices. A friend of mine who worked at Trader’s told 
me the company trades with big companies worldwide that make 
the food, they buy in bulk, and then repackage it as generic. Also, 
TJ’s doesn’t have sales or club card prices, so shoppers always know 
what they’re going to get.
 Downside: Everyone else and their mother knows Trader Joe’s 
has the best prices, thus parking and register lines can be a bit dicey. 

Target
 Total: $16.66. Loaf of organic bread: $3.99; a dozen organic, 
cage-free eggs: $3.69; half-gallon of organic milk: $3.69; 1 pound 
organic butter: $5.29. 
 Upside: Price and variety of items for sale—gotta love a place 
where you can buy fl uoride-free toothpaste, organic lunch snacks, 
local beer, organic coffee, and a quick gift for that upcoming 
birthday party. 
 Downside: Temptation. I have the hardest time sticking to 
buying just groceries at Target, and I’m pretty sure the corporate 
offi ce planned it that way. 

Albertsons
 Total: $20.96. Loaf of store-brand organic bread (sale price): 
$3.99; a dozen organic, free-range eggs: $4.99; half-gallon of 
organic milk: $3.99; 1 pound organic butter: $7.99. 
 Upside: A relatively wide range of organic choices, from store 
brand to name brand, with an accompanying variety of prices.
 Downside: It’s a little diffi cult to sort through all the prices to 
fi nd the best, which will fl uctuate with sales. Plus the majority of 
the store’s items are conventional.  

Vons
 Total: $21.76. Loaf of organic bread (sale price): $4.49; a dozen 
organic, cage-free eggs: $5.79; half-gallon of organic milk: $3.99; 1 
pound organic butter: $7.49.  
 Upside: A pretty impressive organic selection, from cereals to 
produce. I’m told it’s because of demand—when you buy organics, 
they see the demand and fi ll it. Also, great local products, wine, and 
beer specials. 
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FOOD
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PHOTO BY ANDREA ROOKS

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: When buying organic milk and eggs at Trader Joe’s, shoppers 
won’t be at the whim of the store’s sales and club card prices. Trader’s prices stay 
the same, which happen to be the lowest on organic pantry staples.

Consumable price index
A frugal look at the prices of 
organic milk, butter, eggs, and 
bread at local grocery stores—in 
the face of rising gasoline prices

PHOTO BY BETH GIUFFRE

BEST THING SINCE: Vons (pictured) offers a wide 
variety of both organic and specialty bread. Oroweat 
organic bread goes on sale for $4.49 a loaf, not the 
cheapest in the area, but it’s certainly reliable.

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of 
fries & small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

 Exp. 11/14/19 Exp. 11/14/19

$5.98 + tax $5.06 + tax

A beautiful, full-service 
property located in the 
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• � e Century Room Restaurant 

o� ering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour

• Wine Cellar o� ering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway 
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca
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PANADERIA

• Pan Dulce (Sweet Bread)
• Delicious Mexican Pastries
• Cookies & Doughnuts
• Fresh-baked Bread

Homemade Recipes
Baked Fresh Daily

Great Selection

503 N. BROADWAY
SANTA MARIA

805-928-6619

E A T S

 Downside: The meat and deli sections are 
mostly conventional. 

Lassens Natural Food
 Total: $31.85 Santa Maria; $24.66 SLO. Loaf 
of organic bread: $5.49; two cartons of half-dozen 
organic, free-range eggs: $4.98 ($2.49 each; the 
SLO location has one dozen organic eggs for 
$4.69); half-gallon of organic milk: $5.39; 1 pound 
raw organic butter: $15.99 (raw organic butter was 
the only kind in the Santa Maria store; the SLO 
store has 1 pound organic butter for $9.09). 
 Upside: The Santa Maria store is comfortingly 
small and smells exactly how you’d want an 
inviting health-food store to smell: floral, herbal, 
and uplifting. Plus, there are lots of supplements 

to choose from.
 Downside: The Santa Maria market doesn’t 
have a lot of variety, which made finding 
comparable sizes of butter and eggs difficult; the 
bigger Central Coast locations would be better 
bets for more options.

 I’m convinced that everyone here on the Central 
Coast struggles a bit to find that perfect grocery 
budget. I tend to bounce from store to store these 
days, hoping I will find the best deal on every 
healthy product in the cart—it’s such a dance to 
balance health, price, sustainability, and ease. m

Contributor Beth Giuffre needs a loaf of bread, a 
container of milk, and a stick of butter. Associate Editor 
Andrea Rooks contributed to this article. Send grocery 
lists of Eats ideas to arooks@santamariasun.com. 
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Nibbles & Bites
 • Mark your calendar for a celebration of 
all things new at Presqu’ile Winery. On Nov. 
16 and 17, the winery’s new Executive Chef 
Julie Simon will be preparing food for the 
winery’s inaugural Nouveau Weekend, which 
will be celebrated from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days. This year marks the inaugural release 
of Presqu’ile’s gamay nouveau! According to 
the winery, this wine is inspired by Beaujolais 
nouveau, traditionally released to the public at 
12:01 a.m. on the third Thursday of November, 
and represents the celebration of the end of 

harvest season. To kick off the local 2019 
nouveau release, the winery will be partying 
with an all-French playlist on the stereo, and 
the gamay nouveau flowing on tap. As they say 
in France, “Le Beaujolais nouveau est arrivé!” 
(The new Beaujolais has arrived!) The event 
is free, and food and wine will be available 
for purchase. Presqu’ile Winery is located 
at 5391 Presquile Drive, Santa Maria. Visit 
presquilewine.com for more information. m

Editor Camillia Lanham is hungry for North 
County foodie events. Send tidbits to clanham@
santamariasun.com.

PHOTO BY BETH GIUFFRE

CROSS-COUNTRY FOOD: An Oroweat bread truck parked outside Vons in the early morning hours reminds us that high gas prices 
often mean the price of our food staples will rise too, especially when trucks come over from places like Pennsylvania. 

PHOTO BY ANDREA ROOKS

SPOILER ALERT: Trader Joe’s is the big winner when it comes to prices on four organic pantry essentials, including butter, eggs, 
and half gallon of milk.  

EATS from page 30

Restaurant and Bakery

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt

(805) 937-1871 

Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm

Sun: 7am–8pm

Locally owned and operated

Fall Has Arrived!

Order Your Holiday Pies Today!

World’s Best Barbecue
Steaks • Seafood • Ribs

Your Hosts: the Ostini Family

Reservations
always recommended

(805) 937 6151
A CENTRAL COAST TRADITION SINCE 1952

IN CASMALIA

- 65 -Amazing Years

Watch for some exciting
NEW SPECIALS & GIVEAWAYS

on our Facebook page
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Reach over 150,000 readers weekly from Santa Ynez to San Miguel

Get your classified ad —for Free!
Private parties may run FREE classified ads in the 

FOR SALE and AUTOS/BOATS sections.

Contact us today! (805) 546-8208 or classifieds@santamariasun.com

Be sure to check out this week’s updated 
weekend OPEN HOUSE directory Real Estate

(805) 922-0660 BRE #01275631

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria
www.WhyUSAProperties.net

115 Park 
Avenue, 
Orcutt

Charming Old Orcutt home with so much potential... This home features hardwood 
fl oors, crown molding, detached garage, and carport. a huge kitchen with stainless 
steal appliances. Potential master (no closet) has beautiful custom tile work in the 
shower that just needs the fi nishing touches and a separate free standing soaking tub. 
This is the perfect home for you to put your personal touch. $414,990 (PA115)

NEW LISTING

Kate Ferguson
NMLS # 328481 |  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7203 |  Cell  (805)  331-6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
NMLS # 633243 |  Senior  Loan Consul tant
Office  (805)  361-7205 |  Cell  (805)  310-3157
mestrada@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/mestrada

YOUR HOME LOAN SOURCE
Patr ick Chandler
NMLS # 632885 |  Sales Manager
Office  (805)  361-7202 |  Cell  (805)  588-2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loanDepot.com/pchandler

loanDepot.com, LLC  NMLS ID 174457.  Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act CRMLA 4131040. (042319 201416)

2605 S  Mi l l e r  S t  S te  106  Santa  Mar ia ,  CA  93455

Open Houses
Arroyo GrAnde

520 Torrey Pine PlAce, 4BD, 3BA, $1,150,000, Sun 12 
-3, Allan Real Estate Investments, 805-473-7500, Dennis Allan, 
RE#00961923

15881590 Verde cyn, 6BD, 5BA, $2,050,000, Sat 1 - 4, 
Vintage Investment Properties, 805.489.8800, Debbie Hrabe, 
DRE#01178389

185 Andre dr, 4BD, 3.5BA, $1,149,000, Sat 12 - 3, Ciano Real 
Estate, (805) 748-1026, Frankie Ciano, CalBRE#01937353

579 cAmino mercAdo 518, 2BD, 2BA, $398,800, Sat 
1-3, CornerStone Real Estate, 808-878-8833, Joanie James, 
DRE#:00675848

GroVer BeAch

557 & 559 mAnhATTAn, 3BD, 2.5BA, $639,000 / $619,000, 
Sat 12-3, Amy Gallagher, 805-235-4677, Sandy Nichols, 
DREBroker# 00874459

25 ATlAnTic ciTy, 2BD, 2BA, $480,000, Sat 11 - 2, Auer Real 
Estate, 805-801-6694, Brenda Auer, #0131053

121 GrAndView dr, 5BD, 5BA, $799,000, Sat 11 - 2, Auer 
Real Estate, 805-801-6694, Brenda Auer, #0131053

lomPoc

747 onsToTT rd, 4BD, 3.5BA, $599,999, Sun 12 - 3, Berkshire 
Hathaway Homeservices, 805-291-7902, Todd Mcchesney, Lic#: 
00864365

los osos

2355 doris AVenue, 3BD, 2BA, $565,000, Sat.10-12:30, 
Century 21 Hometown, 805-235-2100, Debbi Crossland, 
#00874459

332 woodlAnd driVe, 3BD, 1.5BA, $493,000, Sat.1-
3, Century 21 Hometown, 805-235-2100, Debbi Crossland, 
#00874459

niPomo

1255 esTATe wAy, 5BD, 3BA, $1,349,000, Sun 12-3, 
Cornerstone Real Estate, 805-878-0807, Bunny Maxim, 
DRE#:00858641

229 Buckhorn rd, 4BD, 3BA, $565,000, Sat 12-3 Sun 1-4, 
Invision Real Estate, (805) 202-1619, Juli Oulrey, DRE#: 01387499

438 rim rock roAd, 2BD, 2BA, $848,800, Sun 12:30-
2:30, CornerStone Real Estate, 805-878-8833, Joanie James, 
DRE#:00675848

oceAno

1510 16 sT, 2BD, 1BA, $399,000, Sat & Sun 9 - 4, Auer Real 
Estate, 805-801-6694, Brenda Auer, #0131053

1821 BeAch sT, 2BD, 1BA, $395,000, Sat 11 - 2, Auer Real 
Estate, 805-801-6694, Brenda Auer, #0131053

1435 22nd sT, 2BD, 1BA, $395,000, Sat 11 -2, Auer Real 
Estate, 805-801-6694, Brenda Auer, #0131053

sAn luis oBisPo

2450 VicToriA AVenue #102, 2BD, 2.5BA, $618,340, Sat 
11:30-5:30 Sun 11:30-5:30, Richardson Properties, (805) 305-
2425, Amber Morgan Wong, 01915584

393 mesA wAy, 3BD, 2.5BA, $701,085, Sat 11-4 Sun 11-4, 
Richardson Properties, 805-458-7914, Amanda Dunton, 01874074

249 BridGe sTreeT, 3BD, 2.5BA, $925,000, Sat 12-3 Sun 
12-3, Richardson Properties, 805.709.3480, Andrea Soderin, 
01774160

261 BridGe sTreeT, 3BD, 2.5BA, $914,000, Sat 12-3 Sun 
12-3, Richardson Properties, 805-709-3480, Andrea Soderin, 
01774160

381 mesA wAy, 3BD, 2.5BA, $692,400, Sat 11-4 Sun 11-4, 
Richardson Properties, 805-458-7914, Amanda Dunton, 01874074

2460 VicToriA AVenue #104, 2BD, 3BA, $687,850, Sat 
11:30-5:30 Sun 11:30-5:30, Richardson Properties, 805-305-2425, 
Amber Morgan Wong, 01915584

3072 cAlle mAlVA (model homes), 3BD, 2.5BA, 
$772,000 - $850,000, Thurs thru Mon 11-3, Midland Pacific 
Homes, 831-238-4053 or 805-712-3266, Debi or Amy, DRE# 
01856543

3250 FlorA, 4BD, 3BA, $969,000, Sat 11-3, Richardson 
Properties, 805-459-1186, Amber Dunham for Lindsey Harn, 
01868098

sAnTA mAriA

1836 eVelyn cT, 4BD, 2.5BA, $455,000, Sun 11 - 2, Century 
21 Hometown Realty, 805-266-5967, Kristyn Marie Cram, CalDRE 
#02098993

860 PATTerson rd, 3BD, 2BA, $474,900, Sun 1-4, Tom 
Brown Real Estate, 805-331-7590, Tom Brown, CalBRE# 01307473

sAnTA ynez

1030 hiGhlAnd rd, 3BD, 2BA, $1,265,000, Sun 1 - 3, 
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices, 805-705-5486, Mathew Raab, 
Lic#: 02063526

shell BeAch

2075 sTill meAdow rd, 3BD, 3.5BA, $2,595,000, Sun 
12 - 3, Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices, 805-708-2580, Carole 
Colone, Lic#: 01223216

Greco Realty Inc.
805-922-0599 

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

136 N Dana Foothill Rd 
3bd, 2ba

$2,400/mo + $2,400/dep 
Private property 

Tenant pays electricity only

GUADALUPE

ORCUTT

NIPOMO

874 Pioneer St Unit B
3 bd 2 ba plus office/den

No Garage  
Completely Remodeled

$1,895/mo + $1,895/dep

340 Park Ave
2 bd 2 ba plus office/den

Washer & Dryer Hookups in Laundry Room
No Garage. Driveway parking

$1,850/mo + $1,850/dep

COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACE: 

924 E. Main St., Santa Maria
*1731 sq.ft of Office Space

$2,800/mo + $2,800/dep
Detached Garage Included in Lease. Plenty of 
Parking Space.Completely remodeled inside. 
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(805) 878-0807
BRE LIC #00858641

Bunny@BunnyMaxim.com

Double-door entry welcomes you to this remodeled Orcutt 
home w/sparkling kitchen & striking white stone counter; 
upscale baths & fixtures; new carpet & designer tile; smooth 
ceilings & fresh paint. Great room w/focal-point fireplace. 
Large, lush, private yard. $449,000

REMODELED & READY
Elegant gated Nipomo estate is an architectural delight. 
Stunning foyer adjoins formal living & dining. 5-BR/3 BA 
w/spacious master suite + 2 BR’s on 1st floor. 2 BR’s + 
library loft on 2nd floor. Upscale kitchen, exquisite setting, 
4+car garage, corral, storage barn. 2nd home allowed. 
$1,390,000                           1255 Estate Way, Nipomo

5-ACRE FABULOUS

The Maxim in Real Estate
Successfully Serving the Central Coast

Multi-family Tepusquet Property -  Ideal 60-acre view parcel has 3 well-maintained homes with private settings & hillside vistas. Each home has dual-pane E-glass windows, attic exhaust fan, individual septic 
system. Two additional large storage containers. Recent well pump and well-maintained homes. Versatility of investment, primary residence + extended household possibility, or combination--each unit w/
separate storage. Rare opportunity! $634,900

THREE HOMES

www.BunnyMaxim.com

OPEN 

SUN 12-3

SELL YOUR RV!

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs

• We come to you!

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

CLASSIC CARS 
WANTED

• CA$H ON THE SPOT
• All cars, trucks, SUVs

• We come to you!

$ CALL DANNY $$ CALL DANNY $ Sun • 2540 Skyway Drive, Suite A, Santa Maria
805.347.1968 • Fax: 805.347.9889
www.SantaMariaSun.com

FREE! 
Submit Your Open House Listings

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
Mondays by 5:00pm

Go to: newtimesslo.com/sanluisobispo/
openhousesubmission/page

Vehicles Wanted

$$ CASH CASH 
CASH $$

$$$ WANTED, Motor Homes, 
Travel Trailers, RV’s, Trucks, 
Cars, EZ as 123 Cash on the 
Spot. Top $$Dollar. Beat any 
price!! 559-790-1582

electronics
Sony Blu-RAy / 

DVD Home THeATeR 
SySTem

2 front speakers wireless trans-
mitter. Including 2 rear surround 
sound speakers, 1 center speaker, 
1 subwoofer & receiver w/ bluray 
disc player. $295 Contact Terri @ 
805-688-4916

tools
AiR CompReSSoR

Mobile Air Compressor Tank Unit 
for spray services. Good Condition. 
$40. Contact Bob 805-937-3078

Wanted to Buy

CASH FoR  
AnTique GunS!
Old West, Indian and Civil War 
items, stone Indian bowls. 
Private collector. 805-610-
0903

Miscellaneous
FoR SAle

JA Henckel 7 Inch Ice Chest 
$50, C. Crane Skyway Portable 
AM/FM Radio $59, Cuisinart 
Blender $25. Please contact 
805-268-1317

iTemS FoR SAle
Lots of Tools & Books for sale. 
By appointment only. 805-451-
1313. Located in Santa Maria.

estate sales
eSTATe SAle

Sat & Sun November 9&10.  
8:00am-5pm.  Many items, 
sports equipment, holiday stuff, 
tools, antiques, paintings, furni-
ture, etc. 650 Kodiak Lane, Ar-
royo Grande, 93420

help Wanted
Help SeARCH

Help search internet for Sterling Silver Pilot Wings wanted. Contact 
Alan Bishop 805-614-0117.

hauling & clean-up
JT’S HAulinG

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

Follow us on 
social media!

@SantaMariaSun
#SantaMariaSun

Follow us on Twitter 

@SantaMariaSun

SantaMariaSun.com
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NOW OPEN! 
LOMPOC’S FIRST CANNA-BOUTIQUE

WWW.THEGREENHOUSECA.COM
 GREENHOUSECOLLECTIVE_805

BRING IN THIS AD 
AND RECEIVE 15% OFF

(805) 819-0623
126 South H Street, Lompoc

LIC # C10-0000272-LIC

Limit one per Customer

Follow us on Twitter!
@SantaMariaSun
If you post something you think we should see, please 
tag us @SantaMariaSun or use hashtag #SantaMariaSun

8 0 5 . 3 4 7.1 9 6 8   -  w w w. s a n ta m a r i a s u n . c o m
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Go to NewTimesSLO.com for more info and to buy tickets now!
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

 STRAIGHTEN YOUR SMILE

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on Facebook & Instagram.

*Diamond
Plus

Provider

Voted BEST Orthodontist in Northern 
Santa Barbara County 4 years in a row!

225 E. Main St., Santa Maria
805-928-4108

www.fi schersjewelry.com

Your Hometown Jeweler 
Celebrating 40 Years!

Hand Painted Italian Enamel 
on Sterling Silver Butterfl y Kisses 

Pendant & Earrings $450 set

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for 
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

115 W
 C

la
rk A

ve., O
rcu

tt • 332-3152
115 W

 O
cea

n
 A

ve., L
om

poc • 430-8396M-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PMM-F 10AM–6PM • Sat 10AM–5PM • Sun 10AM–4PM

 FREE DRINK w/ service 
107 W. Park, Ste 105

Santa Maria 
Mon–Thurs 9am–7pm

Fri 8am–8pm
Sat & Sun 9am–5pm 

FREE Black Face Mask
 with $20 Haircut

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchfl owers.net

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors

risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

Rising Sun

 •  • 
Karate • Karate • 

N E W  C L A S S  T I M E S 
O F F E R E D !

EPIC MASSAGE 
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

1 HR. MASSAGE
Just $40! 

Authentic  Pho
Family Owned and Operated 

Using Local Fresh Ingredients

 Dine In / Take Out   
Now Serving Craft Beers

& Local Wines

Vietnamese Noodle House 
& BBQ

1201 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA

Open Daily- 11am-9pm 
(Closed Wed.) 

(805) 332-3378

SUSHI 805

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
460 W. Grand Ave.

Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C, 
Lompoc 

(805)736-8899

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT
S U S H I  &  B B Q

K O R E A N  B B Q 
&  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

S U S H I  # 1SA K E


