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AT THE MOVIES

Booksmart: clever,
lowbrow humor [32]

Subbing for
substitutes

TIME TO VOTE
FOR YOUR
FAVORITES! [7]

Roughly 1 in 3 of Santa MariaBonita’s teacher absences goes unfilled,
so who’s teaching the kids? [10]
BY KASEY BUBNASH

NEWS

The trouble with
the census [12]

ARTS

Learn the secrets
of pastels [29]

EATS

A cozy neighborhood
coffee stop [34]

Everybody
Can DANCE
invites you to

BALLET
CAMP
2019!

Ages 6-14
9am–3pm Mon-Fri
Early drop-off and
Late pick up available
for working families!
Learn Fun Dances!!
Put on a Show!!
Camp showcase
performance at the
end of each session
features all students!
Sessions Performances
1st:
June 17–28
June 28
2nd:
July 1 –12
July 12
3rd:
July 22–Aug 2
Aug 2

Saturday

Sunday

June 8, 7pm

June 9, 3pm

Call now to
reserve your place
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oughly one out of every three teacher absences in
the Santa Maria-Bonita School District goes unfilled
by a substitute. There just aren’t enough subs to go
around, and administrators have to make difficult
decisions to figure out how to cover those classes on a regular
basis. Administrators sometimes act as temporary teachers;
WHO’S COVERING?: When a teacher
classrooms can get combined or split up; and at times, teachers
calls in sick in the Santa Maria-Bonita
will come in with illnesses. Santa Maria-Bonita recently
School District, there’s no guarantee
that he or she will be able to find a
launched a new subbing program to try to address the issue,
substitute.
but some local educators say that more needs to happen. For
this week’s cover story, Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash speaks with
teachers, administrators, and the district about potential solutions [10].
Also this week, read about why changes to the census for 2020 could affect its accuracy for local
jurisdictions [12] , how one artist brings out the intensity of pastels [29] , a photographer who
wants you to travel vicariously in Lompoc [30] , and a neighborhood coffee shop that Nick Powell
wishes was closer to home [34].
Camillia Lanham,
editor

345-5570

Cover photo by Jayson Mellom > Cover design by Alex Zuniga

Clark Center for the Performing Arts
487 Fair Oaks Ave, Arroyo Grande

Tickets: Adults $20 Children $15
Available on line, by phone or at the box office
www.clarkcenter.org
805 -489-9444
See video online at www.everybodycandance.webs.com

We
Have
Everything
Under
The
Sun!

Introducing Your Locally Owned

JDX PHARMACY
Caring for you and about you
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here
to assist your medical supply needs.
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm
1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com

2019 Best of Northern Santa Barbara County Readers Poll

VOTE NOW!
Voting ends at 5 p.m.
on Monday, June 10

Winners will be announced in our August 8 publication.
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Assisted Living & Memory Care

THIS SPRING

Formerly Meridian of Lompoc

THE CHOICE IS YOURS!

Save up to $5,000

when you create your own special savings package.*
For a limited time this Spring, we are offering you the choice to create your own savings
package* suited to fit your needs. Whether you use it for moving expenses, for rent, or
even to furnish your suite at Fountain Square. You can design a special savings package
to obtain a lifestyle where you can be confident and comfortable knowing a helping
hand is always close by.

Call us today for details (844)
FOUNTAIN SQUARE of LOMPOC

|

568-1477

1420 W. North Avenue, Lompoc, CA 93436

FountainSquareOfLompoc.com

*Restrictions apply

RCFE# 425802104
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Over
100 Homes
Closed!
8 Different Floorplans
Starting from $435,000

At Vineyard Village high-end homes

Move-in ready homes featuring upgrades

are priced from the mid $400Ks and include

and additional builder incentives …

a long list of modern features and amenities.

or design your own home

So why rent when you can afford

when you select one of our homes

a new home today?

still under construction.
All homes include

Contact us today to

solar panel technology, A/C,

schedule a private tour or visit us:

2 car garages and outdoor living space.

FRI, SAT, SUN, MON: 11AM - 5PM

CPDG, Inc. CalBRE# 01870128

520 MCMURRAY RD, BUELLTON, CA 93427
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805.693.4100
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BRIEFS
Political Watch
• On May 21, U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara),
U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D-California), and Kamala
Harris (D-California) wrote a letter to U.S. Air Force Secretary
Heather Wilson, urging her to designate Vandenberg Air
Force Base as U.S. Space Command Headquarters. The
letter followed the Air Force’s release of six potential
locations for the command center on May 14. Vandenberg is
listed along with four bases in Colorado and one in Alabama.
In their letter, Carbajal, Feinstein, and Harris suggest
Vandenberg is a suitable location because of the existing
space-related activities and rocket launches that take place
at the base. “Vandenberg Air Force Base currently supports
West Coast launch activities for the Department of Defense,
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and various
private partners,” the letter states. “It also supports
space situational awareness through the Combined Space
Operations Center, contributes to homeland defense through
its Missile Defense Agency capabilities, and hosts classified
work with the National Reconnaissance Office.”
• The state Senate passed Senate Bill 171 on May 22, which
requires employers in California with 100 or more workers to
submit an annual pay data report to the state’s Department
of Fair Employment and Housing. In its report, an employer
must include the compensation and number of hours that
employees work by gender, race, ethnicity, and job category.
The bill moves to the Assembly for a vote. In a statement, the
bill’s author State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-Santa
Barbara) said reviewing the data collected through SB 171
would allow state agencies to identify wage disparities and
better enforce wage discrimination laws. In her statement,
Jackson claimed that many employers are unaware of their
own pay disparities and that this bill will encourage them
to review and revise their pay structures. Ultimately this
bill will help address the clear gender pay gap that exists
in California, Jackson said. “Women are almost half the
workforce. They represent the sole breadwinners in half of
American families. The gender pay gap not only punishes
women, it hurts children, families, and our economy,”
Jackson said.
• On May 20, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-San
Francisco) appointed U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa
Barbara) to the U.S.-Mexico Interparliamentary Group. The
group consists of a combined seven representatives from
California and Texas who are tasked with maintaining a
strong relationship between U.S. Congress and the Mexican
government. In a statement his office released, Carbajal
said, as a Mexican-American, he is committed to the group’s
purpose of strengthening the alliance between the U.S.
and Mexico. “Mexico is one our top trading partners as the
second-largest buyer of U.S. goods and the third-largest
consumer of U.S. agricultural products,” Carbajal said.
“Collaborating with Mexico is crucial to the strength of our
economy and national security, and both of our countries
prosper when we work together to promote peace and
opportunity.”
• On May 23, U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara)
and U.S. Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-Richvale) introduced
the Veterans’ Record Reconstruction Act, which secures
veterans’ access to their benefits in the event their military
personnel files are damaged or destroyed. The bill requires
the Department of Defense and Department of Veterans
Affairs to establish guidelines on how to determine the
benefits veterans are eligible for if their service records are
damaged or destroyed while in the government’s possession.
A statement from Carbajal’s office cites a fire at the National
Personnel Records Center in Missouri more than 40 years
ago that destroyed 18 million military personnel files and
caused problems for veterans applying for benefits. m
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Local organizations push
for tobacco flavor ban
despite state failure
A state bill that would have banned flavored
tobacco products entirely in California recently
stalled out, but that’s not stopping local tobacco
prevention advocates from pushing for similar
ordinances on the Central Coast.
State Sen. Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo)
announced on May 23 plans to withdraw Senate
Bill 38, a bill that would have prohibited the sale
of flavored tobacco products, like the fruit- and
candy-flavored juices sold with e-cigarettes that
many blame for the recent boom in e-cigarette
use among U.S. teens.
Though Hill said in a press release that his
initial bill was an effort to “combat the epidemic
use of flavored tobacco products by youth,”
major organizations, including the American
Lung and American Heart associations,
withdrew support after the bill was amended to
exempt hookah tobacco and products patented
before 2000 from the ban.
Shantal Hover-Jones, who works in the Santa
Barbara County Public Health Department’s
Tobacco Prevention Program, said those
amendments would have made the ban
significantly less effective. E-cigarette and
vape companies could have rebranded their
products as electronic hookahs to get them back
on shelves, and Hover-Jones said a number of
tobacco products currently on the market were
patented before 2000.
“It would have been a miracle if it passed at
the state level,” Hover-Jones said, adding that
ordinances like Senate Bill 38 are always heavily
targeted by tobacco industry lobbyists, who
make it difficult to pass restrictions on tobacco
products.
That isn’t quite the case on the county and
city levels, she said.
“We really need to be a model and a leader
in this,” Hover-Jones said, “and our cities are
poised to do that.”
With the help of organizations like Fighting
Back: Santa Maria Valley, a nonprofit dedicated
to reducing substance abuse and violence in the
area, the county Public Health Department has
been working for months to educate community
members on the risks associated with
e-cigarettes and vapes and reduce use among
local teens.
The number of U.S. high school students
who reported e-cigarette use increased by 78
percent between 2017 and 2018, according
to the 2018 National Youth Tobacco Survey.
Numbers among middle school students rose by
48 percent. Only 1.5 percent of high school and
0.6 percent of middle school students reported
using e-cigarettes in the 2011 survey.
Santa Barbara County is seeing a similar
trend, and in response, the county Public Health
Department is pushing city officials to enact
flavor bans and other restrictions on electronic
tobacco products.
Fighting Back gave a presentation on
e-cigarettes and teen vaping at a Santa Maria
City Council meeting in December 2018,
where the organization called on City Council
to develop and pass a flavor ban—although
customers could easily go to a neighboring town
without a ban to purchase flavors—or a tobacco
retail licensing ordinance, which would require
retailers hoping to sell tobacco and nicotine
products to apply and pay for a license.
Edwin Weaver, executive director of Fighting
Back, said his organization will continue
pushing for these ordinances locally regardless
of what is happening on the state and federal
levels. While Weaver said he and other tobacco
prevention specialists would love to see a

ELECTRONIC NICOTINE: A community member holds a poster displaying several vape pens, e-cigarettes, and e-juices that were
confiscated from students at high schools in the Santa Maria Valley.

state ban on flavored tobacco products, the
Legislature is “too bogged down.”
“I really think it’s up to our local elected officials
to decide what’s best for our kids,” he said.
—Kasey Bubnash

County mental health provider
declares bankruptcy

meeting’s staff report, Crestwood Behavioral
Health will operate the facility in Santa Barbara,
while Telecare Corporation will operate the
existing and future facilities in Santa Maria.
Anka also runs facilities in numerous other
California counties, including San Luis Obispo
and Ventura, according to the meeting’s staff
report.
“Their bankruptcy
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The vendor responsible for running two
Santa Barbara County facilities that house and
assist clients with mental illnesses declared
bankruptcy in late April, forcing county
NEWS continued page 6
supervisors to quickly approve replacements
before clients were released.
On May 8, Anka Behavioral Health
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3) Complete note box
3)for
Complete
short preview
note b
Microclimate Weather Forecast
said during a special meeting on May 28.
Dave Hovde
“There were subsequent written
KSBY Chief Meteorologist
communications on May 17 and May 24
from Anka to the county including the
statement that neither Anka staff nor
essential services will be available at any
Anka facility beginning June 1,” Ghizzoni
said.
Anka has contracted with the county
since 2015 to run a 10-bed crisis residential
house in Santa Barbara and a 12-bed crisis
COASTAL ➤ High 70 Low 53 COASTAL ➤ High 70 Low 53
residential house in Santa Maria. The
INLAND ➤ High 76 Low 53 INLAND ➤ High 74 Low 52
company was also anticipated to operate
a new 10-bed facility in Santa Maria that
will open this fall. According to a staff
report, a crisis residential house is a facility
that offers residents with mental illnesses
a place to live while recovering from their
illnesses.
At the May 28 meeting, supervisors
COASTAL ➤ High 71 Low 55 COASTAL ➤ High 71 Low 55
approved two contracts totaling more than
INLAND ➤ High 74 Low 52 INLAND ➤ High 74 Low 52
$4 million for vendors to operate the crisis
Finally, a basic spring weather pattern of night
residential houses from May 28, 2019,
and morning clouds and afternoon clearing with
pleasant temps.
through June 30, 2020. According to the
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Grand jury report offers
insight into Cuyama school
district embezzlement
A Santa Barbara County grand jury
recently released its report on a school
district in Cuyama, concluding that
inadequacies in the district’s business office
may have contributed to the “mysterious
disappearance” of district funds in the spring
of 2018.
In the report released on May 20, the jury
details issues it found in the Cuyama Joint
Unified School District’s business office,
including out-of-date job descriptions,
disparate and unrelated duties assigned to
the chief business officer, payroll errors, and
recurring financial audit findings. The jury
also found that the district’s board of trustees
failed to regularly update board policies
and procedures, and that a high turnover
of superintendents negatively impacted the
district’s critical functions.
The jury listed eight key problems found in
the school district’s business office and ways
to mediate them, many of which Cuyama
Superintendent Stephen Bluestein said he
agrees with and plans to implement.
“No, I don’t think it’s inaccurate,”
Bluestein told the Sun, adding that many of
the jury’s findings echo concerns that have
long been shared by educators, parents, and
community members in Cuyama.
The grand jury report formalizes what
many district officials were already working
to do, Bluestein said.
Issues like the district’s lack of ongoing job
and software training, he said, have already
been addressed through similar means
suggested in the jury’s report. Software
training is ongoing, and the board of trustees
is already working to update 10 to 12 of its
policies at each meeting in an effort to bring
the district’s business office into compliance.
Although Bluestein said it’s not necessarily
unusual for superintendents to leave every
four to five years, as they have in Cuyama, he
said he plans to solve that issue himself.
“I want to be here for a long time,” he said.
In the coming months, Bluestein said
he aims to work closely with his business
office staff and the community to continue
addressing the issues and remedies outlined
in the grand jury report.
The investigation into Cuyama Joint Union
School District was initiated in part because
of the disappearance of district funds, which

NEWS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

Bluestein said was discovered in spring
2018, before he came on as the district’s
superintendent in July of that year.
On June 14, 2018, Cuyama Joint Union
School District officials contacted the Santa
Barbara County Sheriff ’s Office regarding
a former employee suspected of embezzling
school district funds, according to Public
Information Officer Kelly Hoover.
Hoover said that because the investigation
is still ongoing, she could not release the
amount that was allegedly embezzled or any
further details.
—Kasey Bubnash

Santa Maria delays decision
on joining Monterey Bay
Community Power
As Monterey Bay Community Power
(MBCP) continues to expand southward and
throughout most of San Luis Obispo County,
Santa Maria is weighing whether to join the
public electricity provider.
MBCP services Monterey, Santa Cruz, and
San Benito counties, with cities throughout SLO
County also joining. The community choice
energy (CCE) agency is one of 19 throughout the
state, which serve more than 10 million people.
CCEs are governed by a board of directors
made up of officials from participating cities.
The organizations handle generating and
purchasing energy, while leaving companies
like PG&E, which currently provides
electricity in Santa Maria, responsible for
transmission and distribution.
At the May 21 City Council meeting, J.R.
Killigrew, director of communications for
MBCP, pitched the agency as a way for the
city and its residents to save money on their
electricity bills.
“Because we are a nonprofit and don’t have
the corporate structure, we can take that one
portion of the bill and find a way to reduce
the cost,” Killigrew said.
According to Killigrew’s presentation to
council, if Santa Maria joins the organization,
residents are estimated to save $3 million
between 2021-25, while businesses are
estimated to save between $8 million to $9
million during the same timeframe.
Killigrew said switching to MBCP will also
help the city move in a greener direction.
MBCP has a 100 percent carbon-free energy
portfolio, with 33 percent of its energy
coming from renewable sources, while 80
percent of PG&E’s energy is carbon-free.
City Council members expressed dismay
over the presentation and a report from
city staff highlighting many positives about

the joining MBCP without disclosing any
risks. Council members were also concerned
that a PG&E representative didn’t attend
the meeting to comment on this potential
change.
Andy Caldwell, executive director of
the Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, and
Business, of which PG&E is a member, spoke
at length about the upside to sticking with
PG&E. He touted the amount of tax revenue
jurisdictions receive from private energy
companies and said CCEs take advantage
of already existing infrastructure built by
companies like PG&E.
“These guys are literally leeches on the end
of PG&E’s transmission lines thinking that
no matter what happens to those lines and
the investment needed, they are going to run
risk free,” Caldwell said.
Ultimately, City Council deferred making
any decision, despite Killigrew’s telling
council that they would need to adopt an
ordinance to join MBCP by August to begin
service in 2021.
Instead, City Council directed city staff
to reach out to PG&E for comment on the
potential change. Additionally, City Council
decided to delay its decision until Santa
Barbara County informs the city of the
county’s decision whether to create a CCE.
Last year the county began looking
into the feasibility of a CCE, which could
include Santa Maria. According to a
written public comment from the county
to the council, the county will have new
information on the feasibility of a local
program in the coming weeks.
Councilmember Mike Cordero said at
the very least, the city should wait for more
information from the county before making a
decision in joining MBCP.
“I think at the bare minimum we should
wait and find out what the county has to
offer and what we can learn from them that
we don’t know now,” Cordero said. “I don’t
think we should cast this aside, but I do think
there’s a bit more learning to take place.”
—Zac Ezzone

Some county residents
urge supervisors to
support Green New Deal
Amid the county’s evaluation of proposed
oil and gas projects, the Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors is set to discuss whether to
pass a resolution supporting proposed federal
legislation aimed at curbing climate change.
At the supervisors’ meeting on May 21, 3rd
District Supervisor Joan Hartmann, with 1st

ONE POUND AT A TIME!

District Supervisor Das Williams’ support,
made a motion to discuss a proposed Green
New Deal at the county’s June 4 meeting.
In her support of the measure, Hartmann
discussed her time as a student in Germany,
comparing the remorse felt by students whose
parents and grandparents were Nazis to what
future generations could feel about their
predecessors not taking action to address
climate change. Later in the meeting, she
clarified and more thoroughly explained her
analogy.
“There is a huge looming threat,” Hartmann
said. “We can be in denial, and we can move
quickly from denial to despair. We have a
narrow window in which to act.”
This motion followed a public comment
period where 10 speakers called on supervisors
to support the Green New Deal, which was
proposed by U.S. Rep. Alexandria OcasioCortez (D-New York) and Sen. Edward Markey
(D-Massachusetts) in February.
The Green New Deal calls for various actions
to limit climate change, such as requiring the
U.S. to rely solely on renewable and zeroemission energy sources within a decade.
Although local resolutions to support a Green
New Deal would be purely symbolic, one of the
speakers at the meeting with the environmental
group Sunrise Movement Santa Barbara said
the resolution would show unified support from
the county.
“Santa Barbara calling for the federal
government to pass a Green New Deal will
demonstrate widespread popular support for
the necessary and just climate action,” speaker
Alloy Zarate said.
Green New Deal supporters also called
on supervisors to do more at the local level,
including blocking the advancement of more
oil and gas projects in the county. The county
is currently reviewing a proposal from ERG
to develop 233 new oil wells in Cat Canyon. A
third public hearing for the project is scheduled
for Aug. 14 in Santa Maria.
While supervisors Williams and Hartmann
expressed support for the Green New Deal, 4th
District Supervisor Peter Adam didn’t.
After contentious dialogue at the meeting—
including Hartmann’s Nazi analogy and
speakers calling out Adam and 5th District
Supervisor Steve Lavagnino for accepting
campaign funds from oil and gas companies
in the past—Adam said he hopes supervisors
and the public can maintain a level of mutual
respect during the June 4 conversation.
“I’m kind of deeply saddened by this whole
discussion, and I hope that we can maintain
a level of civility as we go through this that’s
appropriate,” Adam said. ❍
—Zac Ezzone

PROM
IT’S TIME FOR

FIND YOUR DESIGN ONLINE

MON-THUR 4AM-11PM
FRI 4AM-10PM
SAT 7AM -8PM
SUN7AM- 6PM
2015-B SOUTH BROADWAY
SANTA MARIA
805-348-1888
WVHEALTHCLUB23@GMAIL.COM

CORSAGE & BOUTS
WWW.FLOWERCARRIAGE.NET

YOUR TRANSFORMATION
MON-FRI 9 AM – 6 PM
SAT 10 AM – 4 PM

STARTS HERE
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805-922-0578

2255 S. BROADWAY
SANTA MARIA, CA 93454
FLOWERCARRIAGE@GMAIL.COM

!

Our annual Best Of issue is here once again—
and we’re looking to you, the community, to help with
the task at hand. Specifically, we need you to step
up with your opinions so we can put together this
publication/celebration about all of the eateries,
drinkeries, businesses, and people that make
Northern Santa Barbara County so special.
So now isn’t the time to be shy. Get in there
and fill out this ballot. Speak your mind, folks. We
won’t judge you. Then talk to your family, friends,
and neighbors, so you’re not the only one doing your
part. They all need to fill out ballots of their own!
You can even go online to vote at santamariasun.
com. Just remember, you need to complete at least
55 categories to be counted.
Return this ballot to the Sun office or go online
by 5 p.m. on June 10. Then get ready to read all
about the winners on Aug. 8.
Tell everyone!
BEST OF BALLOT continued on next page

When it’s time to leave home,
come to a place that feels like home!

TIMELESS CLASSICS FOR THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

An eclectic blend
of fashion & accessories
for women and girls

Orcutt

3388 Orcutt Rd
805.922.9195
Mon-Sat: 10:30-6
Sun: 11-5

Award Winning Care with Award
Winning Commitment

Remember to vote
for us again this
year!
John Henning, Ph. D. and Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators

Los Olivos

2920 Grand Ave
805.697.7377
Mon-Sat: 10:30-5:30
Sun: 11-5

Stay in touch
and update

Pismo Beach

with our VIP program by
texting wildflowers to
80258

890 Price St
805-773-1055
Mon-Sat: 10:30-5:30
Sun: 11-5

(Standard text messaging
rates may apply)

830 East Chapel Street, Santa Maria

805-922-6657

wildflowerwomenboutique.com

#LOVEWFW

@WILDFLOWERWOMENBOUTIQUE
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BEST OF BALLOT from previous page

Drop your ballot by our office or mail it to:

Sun - Best of Northern Santa Barbara County
2540 Skyway Dr., Santa Maria, CA 93455

Name _____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________
Phone # ________________ Email _____________________________
Ballots must be in our office by Monday, June 10, at 5 p.m., to be eligible for inclusion in
the poll results.
THE RULES: One ballot per person. No more than two ballots may be submitted per envelope or in person at
one time. No photocopies can be accepted. To prevent ballot-box stuffing (also known as cheating), all ballots
must have at least 55 categories completed and must include the name and address of the voter, for verification
purposes only. All information is kept in complete confidence. Ballots must be in our office by Monday, June 10,
at 5 p.m. Winners will be announced in our Aug. 8 special publication. All entries become the property of Sun.
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rate as
low as

3.39

%

APR*
Apply Online Today

For a limited time, we’re offering a rate reduction of .50% when you refinance your vehicle from another vendor.

Drive home a discounted rate as low as 3.39% APR.*
Save more at SESLOC. Bring your auto loan to SESLOC and you could be cruising with:
◆ No payments for 90 days*

◆ Terms up to 60 months**

◆ Up to 120% financing

* APR=Annual Percentage Rate. The rate shown includes a .50% rate reduction. The rate reduction is only available for vehicle
refinances from another lender and it cannot be combined with any other offers. APR is 2% higher for vehicle models 7 years old
or older and/or for vehicles with mileage of 100,000 or more. Rates are subject to applicant qualification. Your APR is based on
your credit score and specific vehicle qualification. All loans subject to credit approval. Financing available for up to 120% of Retail
Kelley Blue Book, plus tax and license. Option to defer payments up to 90 days; interest accrues during the deferral period. No prepayment penalties. Rates are accurate as of April 16, 2019 and are subject to change without notice. Membership in good standing
required for all credit union benefits. ** Extended terms available.

2506 South Broadway • Santa Maria
sesloc.org 805.543.1816

Hound Around Town!

We’re going for

Netﬂix and Chill?
That’s the dream for Heidi and Maggie!
These two best friends would love to be
together in a home with you- if you’re
the type who likes to stay in and cozy up
with family and friends. This week, they’re
hanging “Around Town” with Santa Maria
Lemos Feed & Pet Supply Store Manager
Arturo Jimenez! These easy-to-care for
gals won’t ask for much: just love, and
perhaps the occasional romantic comedy.
Heidi is an 11-year-old Beagle/Dachshund
mix, and Maggie is a 9-year-old Australian
Cattle Dog mix.

LUCKY 13!
Please vote Jack’s All

American Plumbing for Best
Plumber in 2019!

Adoption Center Hours
Wed - Sun, 11 am - 6 pm

Adoptable Pets of the Week

SIMON

Age: 3 years 10

months
Breed:

Domestic
Shorthair
Sex: Male
Weight: 10 lbs

All animals have been spayed/neutered,
vaccinated, microchipped, and fully vetted.

ROSE

Age: 6 years 8
Months
Breed: Labrador
Retriever
Sex: Female
Weight: 50 lbs

SPONSORED BY

(805) 878-0807

Jack’s All-American
Plumbing
(805)248-7164
JACKSPLUMBING.NET

Thanks to all our loyal customers!
1687 West Stowell Rd • Santa Maria
(805) 349-3435 • www.smvhs.org
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FILLING IN: Substitute teacher Jacques Wolf
discusses surface area and volume to his first
period math class at Tommie Kunst Junior High
School on May 23. Wolf, who is subbing long-term
for an eighth grade teacher out on maternity leave,
hopes to become a full-time teacher one day.

Unexcused absences
There aren’t enough substitutes locally to fill in for every
absent teacher, and schools are struggling to find solutions
BY KASEY BUBNASH • PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

I

t’s early on a Thursday morning in May, and a
group of nearly 30 eighth graders at Tommie
Kunst Junior High School have already settled
into their seats, pulled out their math books,
and are listening to the day’s lesson.
Anyone who has ever attended a public
school already knows what the classroom looks
like: dreary fluorescent lights hum overhead,
posters pushing motivational mantras and basic
classroom rules line the walls. Rows of tables and
chairs are filled with students, who all face the
front and watch their teacher, Jacques Wolf, as
he draws a cube on a projector at the front of the
room.
It’s basically a clone of every other classroom
in every other public school in the United States,
but this one is different in a big way—Wolf
isn’t really the teacher, per se, he’s a long-term
substitute.
Wolf’s subbing situation isn’t quite like the
stereotypical one that comes to mind. He wasn’t
called in first thing this morning to take over
for a sick teacher, he won’t be in for just a day or
even a week, and the students aren’t giving him a
hard time or wasting the period away watching a
movie.
Wolf knows each student by name, and they’re
quiet and attentive as he lays out steps for finding
the surface area of the cube he’s just drawn.
The students are even eager to answer his
questions. He asks when surface area might be
needed outside of the classroom, and students say
they might need the equation if they ever work
in construction or architecture. Wolf nods and
smiles.
“An important part of math is finding how
you’ll use it in everyday life,” he tells the students.
Wolf is confident in front of these students
because he’s been their stand-in math teacher for
nearly two months, and he’ll be teaching the class
for the rest of the school year.
He’s subbing long-term for a full-time teacher
who is out for the semester on maternity leave,
a great gig for substitutes who typically work

in a location for a day or two before moving
on to another. Long-term subs are paid more
for each day’s work than day-to-day subs, and
because many substitutes are recent college grads
hoping to become credentialed teachers one day,
long-term subbing provides a hands-on learning
experience that’s about as similar to being a fulltime teacher as it gets.
That’s why Wolf started subbing day to day
at the beginning of this school year, and that
hands-on learning is why he accepted the longterm position after that. He hopes to be a math
teacher some day, and he said his experience
subbing this year has pretty much prepared him
for everything he’ll need to know throughout his
career in education.
But substitutes like Wolf are becoming
increasingly difficult for school districts in
Santa Maria and across California to find. In the
Santa Maria-Bonita School District, about 1 in
3 teacher absences goes unfilled by a substitute
each day, according to data provided by the
district.
There simply aren’t enough subs available
to fill in for every absent teacher in the district,
leaving administrators with difficult choices
to make and classes to cover on a daily basis.
Administrators are often called in to act as
temporary teachers, and on especially bad days,
classes are grouped together, sometimes leaving
one teacher in charge of 60 students or more.
It’s bad for students, and district officials know
it. In an attempt to address the problem, Santa
Maria-Bonita launched a new subbing program
last school year and recently drafted contractual
details with its junior high school teachers that
allow them to fill in for others during certain
parts of the day.
Both are an attempt to soften the blow caused
by the lack of substitute teachers every day, and
while local educators say the changes are a good
start, more drastic measures need to be taken if
the district wants to reach a real solution.
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***
The Santa Maria-Bonita School District
employs more than 760 teachers at its 20 school
sites and works around roughly 360 teacher
absences a week, according to data provided by
the district. That’s about 72 absences on average
each school day. On a good day, district officials
say 20 of those 72 absences are left unfilled by a
substitute teacher. On a bad day, up to 30 of those
positions go unfilled.
So it’s not easy for an administrator at any
school site to find subs. Throw in a specialized
program—like special needs or English as a
Second Language—and things become even
more complex.
Richard Ruiz has been the principal at Roberto
and Dr. Francisco Jiménez Elementary School
since it opened about four years ago. With
its opening, the school implemented a dualimmersion language program, where students
are taught to read, write, and speak in both
Spanish and English during their usual public
school courses.
The aim, Ruiz said, is for all students in
the program to be completely fluent in both
languages when they graduate. That means
teachers involved in the dual-immersion
program need to be fluent, too.
It takes more than just conversational
knowledge of two languages to make the cut
as a credentialed bilingual teacher, Ruiz said.
Teachers in the dual-immersion program have
to be able to read, write, and speak Spanish and
English as if both languages are native to them,
and Ruiz said substitutes are held to the same
standard.
That makes it almost impossible to find subs
who can cover for dual-immersion classes,
because if a sub is credentialed bilingual—a skill
that is in extremely high demand—he or she will
likely be picked up as a full-time teacher almost
immediately.
So teachers and administrators at Jiménez are
forced to get creative.
That includes minimizing and carefully
scheduling professional development
conferences, Ruiz said, events where teachers
get valuable career training throughout the
school year but often miss at least a day of
class. Jiménez’s administrators, many who are
bilingual, often end up teaching dual-immersion

classes for a day, and Ruiz said he’s done so
himself a number of times.
Still, he said that’s “not at all uncommon” or
unique to the dual-immersion program.
“It’s just a little more challenging for us,” Ruiz
said.
Jose Segura is the president of the Santa Maria
Elementary Education Association (SMEEA), a
union that represents nearly 900 teachers. Several
of those teachers are employed by the Santa
Maria-Bonita School District. Segura worked
for years as both a full-time teacher in the Santa
Maria-Bonita district and as the president of
SMEEA, but recently left the classroom to work
full time for the union.
Like many retired teachers, Segura subs a few
times each month. It’s his way of continuing the
work he loves, while also doing his small part to
help the district with its sub shortage, a problem
he said is plaguing Santa Maria’s classrooms.
“It affects our ability to do a lot of different
things,” Segura said.
When there’s a shortage of subs, it means
teachers have to make difficult decisions.
Teachers come to work with infectious illnesses
and miss out on important professional
development trainings, and administrators either
cancel district-wide meetings or have to schedule
them outside of work hours.
Training and professional development events
are often scheduled with the hope that there
will be plenty of subs available to fill in for the
teachers, Segura said, and then they’re canceled
the day before or day of when it becomes clear
that isn’t the case.
Segura said he serves on a districtwide gate
advisory committee, and when the committee
members met to review applications during school
hours on April 17, one of the teachers in attendance
had to leave midway through the meeting. An
administrator who was filling in for her had
another matter to attend to, and no one else was
available to take her place in the classroom.
Most important is the impact that the
dwindling pool of substitute teachers is having
on students, Segura said.
While administrators are typically the first
line of defense when it comes to covering unfilled
teacher absences, they are sometimes too busy
to help out. When that happens, specialized
teachers come in to save the day.

Teachers who run intervention programs for
at-risk students, programs that help students
struggling with reading, and English as a Second
Language courses are sometimes called in to
sub for absent teachers. Then those specialized
programs and services, Segura said, are canceled
until the absent teachers return.
If there aren’t any available substitutes,
administrators, or specialized teachers, Segura
said the district has done “crazy things,” like
dividing up the students in an unfilled class and
putting them in classrooms with other teachers.
Those teachers then have to find space and time
to teach dozens of additional students with little
to no notice.
That doesn’t happen often, Segura said, but
when it does, he gets angry calls.
When there are interruptions and
inconsistencies as extreme as these, he said
it truly has a negative impact on students,
especially those struggling with abandonment
and neglect issues at home.
“It really comes down to student achievement,”
Segura said, “and being able to adequately support
our students and provide them with the best
educational experience possible.”

***

California has been entangled in a “teacher
shortage” for years. While the state estimates
that more than 20,000 new teacher hires are
needed annually, only about 11,500 new teaching
credentials have been issued each year since the
2013–14 school year, according to the California
Teachers Association.
That became an issue sometime around 2007,
Segura said, when the nation’s economy went
into a recession, forcing school districts to cut
costs. Teachers were laid off, class sizes increased,
programs were cut, and suddenly fewer teachers
were needed, and education looked like a less
than enticing career field for many young people.
With the economy mostly recovered, school
programs and services are growing again, Segura
said, increasing the need for teachers. But many
current teachers are getting close to retirement
age, and few young people are entering the field.
Though Santa Maria’s district officials say they
don’t have problems finding full-time teachers
to hire—teaching positions in Santa Maria
pay more than many others elsewhere, and the
cost of living is lower than many other parts of
California—Segura says the teacher shortage is at
least partially responsible for the lack of available
substitutes locally.
With a greater demand for teachers
throughout the state, subs everywhere are being
plucked out of the pool and hired as full-time
teachers to fill empty positions.
There are a number of other factors at play,
Segura said. Subs only make about $100 a day
on average, and they don’t get health or vacation
benefits of any kind. Unless a substitute gets a
long-term subbing position, the work, by nature,
is inconsistent and unpredictable.
Substitute teachers in California are also
required to have a bachelor’s degree, which
Segura said is probably the biggest hurdle for
Santa Marians. Only 12.6 percent of Santa Maria
residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher,
according to data collected by the U.S. Census
Bureau from 2013 to 2017. That’s below the state
average and a significantly smaller number than
in Santa Barbara, where about 48 percent of
residents have at least a bachelor’s degree, and

the county as a whole, where 33 percent have
bachelor’s degrees.
The bachelor’s degree is a state requirement for
subs, so Segura said it would have to be changed
with the help of legislators and public officials.
Outside of that broader effort, he said there aren’t
many other plausible solutions.
“I don’t really know how you make it better,”
Segura said, adding that while state legislators are
aware of the issue, it could take years for them to
take any real action.
The teachers in Segura’s union attempted
to address the problem locally four years ago
when they developed a list of about 16 possible
measures that Santa Maria-Bonita could have
implemented to ease the shortage. Only a few
were seriously considered, he said, and only one,
a site sub pool system for the junior high schools,
was actually implemented.
Junior high school teachers have “prep
periods,” during which they have time away from
teaching to grade papers and prepare lessons for
upcoming classes.
In the union’s agreement with the district,
teachers can volunteer to spend a prep period
subbing for an absent teacher for $35 an hour.
That way, one class without a substitute could be
covered by several teachers throughout the day.
It’s similar to what the Santa Maria Joint
Union High School District does with its
teachers, according to Matt Provost, a teacher at
Ernest Righetti High School and president of the
Faculty Association.
High school days move in a similar periodical
format, so Provost said the Faculty Association
and district have long used “in-lieu days” to help
cover for absent teachers. If teachers in the high
school district give up five prep periods to sub for
missing teachers five times, they get one free day.
Because teachers get several weeks off during
summer break, Provost said they don’t get
vacation time, and legally teachers cannot take
time off during the school year to do anything
other than recover from an illness or attend
necessary appointments.
Teachers can’t call in sick and go to
Disneyland, he said, but they can do whatever
they want with their in-lieu free days.
“So it’s advantageous,” Provost said.
It’s still not uncommon for the high school
district to struggle to find subs, and Provost said
sometimes if there are three or four classes that
need coverage, the district will put all of those
students in the cafeteria with one teacher and a
security guard.
“So kids don’t really do anything when that
happens,” he said.
But that’s a rare occurrence, possibly because
the in-lieu program is popular among teachers.
Provost said it has seriously helped the district
mitigate the strains caused by Santa Maria’s small
pool of subs.
Elementary schools, however, can’t resort to
a similar system because one teacher is with one
group of students all day. So for the Santa MariaBonita School District, which oversees Santa
Maria’s elementary schools, the issue is more
challenging to address.

***

Finding adequate substitute teachers has
been a problem since Patty Grady became Santa
Maria-Bonita’s human resources coordinator in
2012, and it was a problem before that when she
was a principal.

FILE PHOTO BY SPENCER COLE

THE HARDEST HIT: Students in the dual-immersion program at Roberto and Dr. Francisco Jiménez Elementary School (pictured) are
taught to read, write, and speak in both Spanish and English. Specialized programs like dual immersion find it especially difficult
hiring qualified substitute teachers in times of need.

Even with all the time she’s spent filling absent
teaching positions, helping schedule professional
development days around the already existing
vacancies and limited subbing staff, Grady said
she’s still not entirely sure why there are so few
substitute teachers to choose from.
Subs don’t make a lot and they don’t get
benefits, she said, but the pay isn’t too bad, either.
In the Santa Maria-Bonita district, substitutes
are paid $110 each day for the average day-to-day
assignment, $115 a day for assignments that run
10 days or longer, and $130 a day for assignments
running longer than 20 days. Those covering
special needs classes make $140 a day.
But Grady doesn’t think pay is the problem.
Some substitutes are retirees who want to get
time in the classroom but with less demanding
schedules, Grady said, and according to the Santa
Barbara County Education Office, there are some
slight obstacles there.
Retired teachers have to wait 180 days after
their retirement date before subbing, and after
that, they can’t work more than 960 hours per
fiscal year or it will negatively impact their
pensions.
Retirement pay, according to the Education
Office, is calculated based on a teacher’s final
salary, so teachers don’t want their retirement
compensation to be calculated at anything less
than full time. If retirees sub more than 960
hours in a fiscal year, that ends up being the
number of hours for which their compensation is
calculated, amounting to a lower pension than is
truly deserved.
Still, Grady doesn’t think that’s the biggest
problem either because most applications she
gets for subbing positions are from young
people—recent college grads who need steady
pay while they figure their career paths out, upand-coming teachers who haven’t quite found a
full-time job yet, or those in the midst of a career
change, who want to see what teaching is like
before going back to college.
The district gets plenty of interest, Grady said,
which translates to roughly five to 10 applications
from potential substitute teachers each month.
The applications always look great, the interviews
seem to go well, the district gives the applicants

Daily vacancies

The Santa Maria-Bonita School District employs more than 760 teachers at its 20 school sites and works around roughly 360 teacher absences a week, according to data provided by the district. That’s
about 72 absences on average each school day. On a good day, district officials say 20 of those absences are left unfilled by a substitute teacher. On a bad day, up to 30 of those positions go unfilled. That
means roughly 25 of the district’s 72 absences are left unfilled by subs each day, or about 1 in 3.

72

Average
number of
teachers out

25

Average number
of unfilled
positions

hiring paperwork, and sends them out to get
their background checks, and after that, Grady
said many applicants don’t return.
Maybe it’s a lack of follow-through on
the district’s part, she said, or maybe it’s an
unwillingness on the applicants’ part to get and
pay for the tuberculosis tests and fingerprinting
needed before they can get into a classroom with
kids. Either way, Grady said that’s where the
process always seems to stall out.
It’s difficult to solve a problem when you don’t
know its cause, but Grady said Santa MariaBonita officials are trying.
A while ago the school districts in Santa
Barbara County banded together and developed
a countywide tuberculosis and fingerprinting
database, so that once a sub is cleared to enter a
classroom in one school district, he or she can
can sub in any other school district in the county
without going through the whole clearance
process again.
Last year the district launched its “guest
teacher” program, in which the district hired
20 substitutes on as full-time staff. One guest
teacher is assigned to each of the district’s school
sites, so that every school has at least one sub who
is always available to cover an absence. The guest
teachers are paid more than regular substitutes
and they get benefits, which Grady said is a big
bonus for many.
The district also implemented the union’s
idea for in-lieu days in the junior high schools a
few years ago, although Grady said many of the
union’s other proposed ideas just weren’t feasible.
The changes have helped, but not nearly
enough. Grady said dozens of classes go unfilled
by a substitute almost every day, and although
administrators do a great job of covering for
absent teachers, it’s really not what they should be
spending their time on.
When unprepared administrators and
unsuspecting teachers have to cover classes, she
said “it’s the kids who suffer.”
Although Grady is retiring after this school
year, she said she’s looking forward to watching
how the district solves this issue.
In mid-May, Grady said district officials
met with the teachers union to make a list of
priority issues. The sub shortage seemed to be
on everyone’s list. The group discussed creating
a committee of teachers and administrators who
would work together to develop constructive
ways to fix this problem locally, and Grady said
she found that to be “powerful.”
She almost wants to stick around to see it play
out, because if anyone comes up with a plausible
solution, Grady said it will be the teachers.
“Teachers have the answers,” she said. “They
always do.” ❍
Contact Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash at
kbubnash@santamariasun.com.
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Making everyone count
Local jurisdictions prepare for changes to,
potential challenges of the 2020 census
BY ZAC EZZONE

N

ext year’s decennial census features changes
to the process that some believe could
affect the accuracy of its results. This could
be a problem in Santa Maria and other parts
of Santa Barbara County, where ensuring an
accurate count is already a challenge.
For the first time since its inception in 1790,
the census survey will be given online rather
than through the mail. And for the first time
since 1950, all census forms will potentially
include a question about the respondents’
citizenship status. The U.S. Supreme Court
is expected to make a decision on the latter
change in June.
The online format could be a barrier for
those who aren’t tech savvy or have limited
internet access, said Santa Barbara County
Deputy CEO Dennis Bozanich.
“One of the promises of the digital census is
it will help reduce the costs of processing, and
maybe more people will contribute because it’s
simpler to fill it out online,” Bozanich said. “But
there is unequal access to the internet.”
This is true in Santa Barbara County and
in Santa Maria where, respectively, almost 17
percent and 26 percent of residents didn’t have
internet access in 2017, according to census data.
Additionally, the fear of deportation could
prevent some people who aren’t legal U.S. residents

from filling out the survey, Bozanich said.
“That’s hard to overcome—it’s about safety,
economic security,” Bozanich said. “That one
question is a stumbling block for participation.”
According to data from the Pew Research
Center, the number of undocumented
residents living in the Santa Maria-Santa
Barbara area in 2016 was estimated between
35,000 to 45,000.
Bozanich said it’s important that those
undocumented residents, and all other residents,
are counted in 2020 because census data is used
in formulas that determine how much state and
federal funding local entities receive for various
services, like transportation and housing.
Although Bozanich said it’s hard to quantify
the amount of funding the county receives
based on its census data, it’s significant. Santa
Maria Public Information Officer Mark van
de Kamp also couldn’t put a number on how
much the city receives based on its census data
because it comes in through various funds at
different times of the year.
While potentially missing out on funding
is an obvious concern for cities and counties,
van de Kamp said an accurate count should be
important to residents as well because it affects
many city services.
“It’s important because it will bring much
needed funding for our quality of life, for
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immigrants are usually hard to count because
of trust issues with the government, but
this could be amplified next year because of
President Donald Trump’s immigration policies
and the potential citizenship question.
McGhee said personal census data can’t be
shared with other government agencies or used for
law enforcement purposes. However, that may not
calm the anxiety and fear some people feel.
“The current administration is … more hostile
to immigration than previous administrations,
and that has made immigrants nervous about
responding,” McGhee said. “On top of that, the
citizenship question exacerbates those concerns
by introducing the fear of a gotcha.”
Van de Kamp said the city believes the
citizenship question and transition to a digital
census could make it harder to record an
accurate count of all city residents. To try to
reach the city’s historically hard-to-count
communities and counteract the changes to next
year’s census, the city is holding two workshops
on May 29 and June 5 to meet with various
nonprofits that work with people in the city and
other stakeholders to form an outreach plan.
Santa Barbara County is also partnering with
local nonprofits and other partners through
a steering committee that’s working on an
outreach plan to educate county residents about
the census. Bozanich said the county is in the
process of finalizing this plan and will develop
an implementation strategy by September.
The county’s effort is being funding by about
$350,000 from the state, which is allocating a
total of $90 million on outreach efforts statewide
to ensure an accurate count for 2020. m
Reach Staff Writer Zac Ezzone at zezzone@
santamariasun.com.
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helping those who are in need of assistance, for
students, seniors. This really affects everyone,”
van de Kamp said.
In addition to being used in funding
formulas, census data is also important to the
redistricting process at every government level,
Bozanich said. This includes everything from
drawing district lines for City Council positions
to determining the number of Congress
members California has in the U.S. House of
Representatives.
Even without any changes potentially
muddying the process, undercounting residents
has previously been an issue throughout parts
of the county and most of Santa Maria.
According to a report Bozanich presented at a
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments
meeting in February, 11 out of the 40 census tracts
with the lowest response rates to previous censuses
in the county are in Santa Maria.
State data predicts the same will be true for
Santa Maria in the 2020 census. California
created what it calls a hard-to-count
index based on 14 demographic, housing,
socioeconomic variables to predict how difficult
it will be to record an accurate count within
specific census tracts next year. The higher
the index number, the more difficult the state
believes it’ll be to record an accurate count.
The highest number recorded on the state’s
hard-to-count index is 136, and the statewide
median is 37. The highest number recorded in
Santa Maria is 102, and the median for all tracts
in the city is 64.
According to Public Policy Institute of
California Researcher Eric McGhee, there are
numerous factors that contribute to why some
residents are harder to count than others,
such as race, ethnicity, and housing. He said
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Wishes do come true
BY HELEN ANN
THOMAS

W

hat a special day!
On Tuesday, May
21, the Scholarship
Foundation of Santa
Barbara held its annual
North County reception
at the Far Western
in Orcutt. About 75
people came to enjoy
camaraderie, wine,
and appetizers in the
pleasing ambience of
the restaurant’s second
floor banquet room.
Allan Hancock
College President Kevin Walthers and Santa Barbara
Foundation board Chair Diane Adam were among
the crowd. Invitees included the many volunteers who
start the scholarship process rolling by interviewing
student applicants. Among these were Lompoc’s Leslie
Sevier and Bill Ostini, Santa Maria’s Pam Risher, and
Nipomo’s Marylinn Green.
Earlier in the day, thousands of dollars of
scholarships had been awarded to local students at
a ceremony at Hancock. Not everyone who gets a
scholarship is in their teens. One pre-millennial,
George Crowder, was awarded a Vietnam vets
scholarship with which to finish his Hancock
education. Way to go, George!
Erik Frost, a retired educator and member of the
board of directors, emceed.

Hobnobbing
with Helen

Countywide, 2,445 scholarships were awarded.
These include sizable awards for medical and dental
school students. The Santa Barbara Scholarship
Foundation is indeed awesome.

Minerva Club movers and shakers
At the scholarship foundation’s reception, I was
happy to see members of the Minerva Club whom
I had seen earlier in the day: Mary Nanning, Linda
McCollister, and Judy Frost.
Minerva winds up its club year with a potluck
luncheon at which they introduce incoming
officers. Co-presidents Mary and Linda
relinquished the gavel to the indefatigable Dottie
Lyons, who will preside over meetings and
programs designed to educate and entertain.
One of their most delightful programs is
Kentucky Derby Day, held this year on April 25.
As if they were going to Churchill Downs (or a

HOBNOBBING WITH HELEN

royal wedding), the ladies wore big hats—some
outrageous and silly. The 60 or so attendees who
were in the room participated in betting on actual
past Derby races (narrated on vintage radio tapes)
that were dug up by the ever-creative Phyllis Lander.
Mint juleps (with and without bourbon) were
served, along with other Southern standards.
Minerva members can spend their summer
(when they are on hiatus) looking forward to the
traditional October luncheon, which marks the
beginning of another club year.

Wish you were there

Jared Bailey of the Santa Maria Physical Therapy
Group has earned five-star bragging rights for
fundraising. Over nine years, he and his team have
raised $342,500 for the Tri-Counties Make-A-Wish
Foundation with a series of golf tournaments. Staff
member Chrissy Sarten plays a big role in the
planning of this fun and heartwarming event.
A chunk of that $340,000-plus total was raised
on Friday, May 3, at the ninth Golf for Wishes
Tournament at the Santa Maria Country Club.
Some background: Several years ago,
Jared and his good friend Danny Sheridan
decided to host an event that would
benefit children with terminal or severely
challenging illnesses. Children would be
granted wishes, such as a trip to Disneyland.
One hundred and thirty-six golfers
participated. (I could not help noticing the
naughty name tags of the rowdier gents.) A
whole bunch of folks (they filled up the dining
DRESSING THE PART: From left to right, Virgina Souza, Judy Sanders,
room) came for the always appealing buffet
Cynthia Thacker, and Clare Terrill are all dolled up for Minerva Club’s annual
dinner. Really good roast beef and grilled
Kentucky Derby Day.
chicken were the mainstays of the meal. Guests

could choose between complimentary wine and icecold beer on tap (Modelo and Coors Light).
News of the fun of this event has spread far and wide.
Golfers from Fresno and Buellton were at my table.
Jared’s brother, Jason, flew in from Ohio to see what all
the fuss was about. How’s that for family loyalty?
Likewise Karen
PHOTOS BY HELEN ANN THOMAS
Bailey’s family—Tom
and Jeanine Dawes
(parents), Peggy Dawes
(sister), and Dr. Tom
Dawes Jr. (brother)—are
no slouches when it
comes to supporting the
event. Neither sleet nor
FOR THE CHILDREN: Karen
snow nor wind nor rain
and Jared Bailey take a small
can keep them away!
break from raising money
Well, not all of them
for kids to pose on the patio
come every year, but
of the Santa Maria Country
still ... .
Club during the annual Golf
for Wishes tournament.
And not to worry—if
someone fell out of their
golf cart or took a tumble, docs from the Central
Coast Orthopedic Group (Dennis Blackburn and
Paul Castello, along with wives Angie Blackburn
and Karen Castello) were among the crowd.
Fortunately they did not have to leap into action!
Former Santa Maria City Councilman Jack
Boysen was part of a foursome put together by
Randy Renfrow.
To the not-so-truthful fellow who told me he had
been elected Mr. Congeniality on the golf course, I
say thanks for a laugh. I would have voted for you. m
If you want to hobnob with Helen, you may contact
her at column151@gmail.com.

Purepilatescentralcoast.com
SM (805) 714-0187 AG (805) 714-0686

S T R E N GT H
P U R E P I L AT E S
ESTABLISHED 2013

NEW CLIENT
SPECIALS

2 PRIVATE
SESSIONS $100
2 WEEKS UNLIMITED
CLASSES $51

L E N GT H E N

Nipomo Community
Services District

MOVE BETTER.
FEEL BETTER.
LOOK BETTER.

WITH PURE PILATES.

TONE
3558 SKYWAY DR. SANTA MARIA &
122 LE POINT ST. ARROYO GRANDE

eat
up.

eat up the local food & drink scene
every Thursday

SantaMariaSun.com/eats/
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SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

NEWS

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANTHONY MITCHELL

BY KASEY BUBNASH

M

illions of senior citizens in the U.S.
are threatened by food insecurity and
malnutrition each year. Nearly 7.8 percent
of all senior households in the country were
food insecure
in 2016,
according
to data
collected by
the National
Council
on Aging,
including
18 percent
of Latino
seniors.
Seniors face a number of challenges when it
comes to food and eating—transportation for
shopping, high costs of nutritious foods, safe
food preparation at home, and poor dental
health—factors that can lead some older than
the age of 60 to go without.
The Community Action Commission of
Santa Barbara County has been working to
change that since it launched its first effort
to feed seniors in need during the ’70s. Since
then, its senior meal program has developed
two options. The first is a Meals on Wheelstype lunch delivery program, in which homebound seniors have seven meals delivered to
their doors each week. The other is a “healthy
table” option that allows seniors to eat
lunch with other participants at partnering
community centers and cafeterias across Santa
Barbara County.
On average, the Community Action
Commission provides about 1,400 Santa

Spotlight on:

Barbara County seniors with a total of 156,000
meals each year, according to Chief Operating
Officer Anthony Mitchell. That takes some
serious funding—about $1.2 million each
year. Mitchell said that money isn’t always
easy to get.
“We operate
lean and mean,”
he said.
The Community
Action Commission
employs seven
paid delivery
drivers and 13 site
hosts, who help
deliver and serve
meals to residents’
homes and healthy table locations, from
Santa Maria to Carpinteria. The nonprofit
receives about 40 percent of the annual funds
needed for the senior meal programs from the
region’s agency on aging, the Central Coast
Commission for Senior Citizens. The rest,
Mitchell said, is paid for through fundraising
efforts.
Each year Community Action hosts a
fundraising event called the Community
Action Champions Dinner, where the
nonprofit honors longstanding partners. At
this year’s dinner, which was held in Solvang
on May 17, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo
counties’ local Medi-Cal provider, CenCal
Health, donated $100,000 to Community
Action’s senior meal programs, in addition to a
promise of $100,000 in matching funds.
CenCal Health leaders say roughly 10
percent of their 170,000 members on the
Central Coast are seniors.
The senior meal programs have long been

Community Action Commission
of Santa Barbara County
Senior meal programs

2018-11-01_NT_Davenport-ad_mech.pdf

1

10/30/2018

2:32:55 PM
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HEALTHY TABLE: Roughly 700 seniors gather at community centers across the county for lunch every day as part of the Community
Action Commission of Santa Barbara County’s healthy table program.

partially reliant on CenCal Health donations,
Mitchell said. Since 2009, he estimates that
CenCal Health has donated more than
$800,000 to the programs.
“For CenCal to be as consistent as they
have been since 2009, I can’t underestimate
the impact that has had on sustainability,”
Mitchell said.
The Community Action Commission also
recently entered into a partnership with the
Santa Barbara Unified School District, which
is now providing the food and preparing the
meals for its senior meal programs. Santa
Barbara Unified already provides a number of
meals to students each day, and Mitchell said
Community Action liked the district’s farmto-table, largely organic approach. It’s also
more cost-effective.
The partnership officially started on Jan. 1,
and Mitchell said, “It’s going swimmingly.”

Hightlight:
• The city of Santa Maria recently released
its third quarterly financial report of the
year. The report shows that Santa Maria’s
unemployment rate sits at 9.4 percent,
compared to 9.7 percent at the same time last
year. The city’s sales tax profits have increased
by about 5.6 percent from last year, according
to the report, due in part to businesses
opening at Enos Ranch. The city’s building
permitting activity is down 12 percent from
last year, although the report notes that major
businesses, including Hobby Lobby and Planet
Fitness, have recently submitted building
plans. m
Kasey Bubnash wrote this week’s Biz Spotlight.
Information should be sent to the Sun via fax,
mail, or email at spotlight@santamariasun.com.

CANARY 17

COMMENTARY
Online Poll

What do you hope to see happen to
the Royal Theater in Guadalupe?
60% The city should refurbish and reopen it
for movies as soon as possible.
35% We need a good venue for local musicians!
5% Bulldoze the building and open the space
for a housing development.
0% The Dunes Center should buy it and turn
it into a museum and children’s theater.
20 Votes
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
Northern Santa Barbara County’s
News & Entertainment Weekly
2540 Skyway Drive, Suite A
Santa Maria, CA 93455
EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING | 805-347-1968 FAX | 805-347-9889
E-MAIL | mail@santamariasun.com WEB | www.santamariasun.com
FOUNDER | Steve Moss 1948-2005
EDITORIAL
EDITOR | Camillia Lanham
ASSOCIATE EDITOR | Andrea Rooks
STAFF WRITERS | Kasey Bubnash, Zac Ezzone
ARTS EDITOR | Caleb Wiseblood
PROOFREADER | Nick Gagala
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER | Jayson Mellom
ART DIRECTOR | Alex Zuniga
EDITORIAL DESIGNERS | Leni Litonjua, Taylor Saugstad
CONTRIBUTORS | Glen Starkey, Ross Mayfield, Anna Starkey,
Helen Ann Thomas, Nick Powell
ADVERTISING
GENERAL MANAGER | Kimberly Rosa
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES | Katy Gray, Jason Gann, Jennifer Herbaugh,
Lee Ann Vermeulen, Jeff Manildi, Katherine Fitzmaurice,
Lou Pevreal
MARKETING & EVENTS | Rachelle Ramirez
PRODUCTION
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER | Eva Lipson
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS | Eva Lipson, Ellen Fukumoto, Ikey Ipekjian,
Madison Starnes
BUSINESS
Cindy Rucker
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR | Jim Parsons
CIRCULATION | Patrick Flatley, Michael Ferrell, Peter Cruto
PUBLISHERS | Bob Rucker, Alex Zuniga
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS | Patricia Horton, Karli Columbo
SUBMITTING LETTERS
WRITE | Mail your letter to Sun Letters, 2540 Skyway Drive, Suite A,
Santa Maria, CA 93455. Include your name, address, and phone number.
FAX | (805) 347-9889
E-MAIL | mail@santamariasun.com, letters@santamariasun.com
TO ADVERTISE
DISPLAY ADS | Rates and special discounts are available.
Call our ad department at (805) 347-1968.
CLASSIFIEDS | Call (805) 546-8208, Ext. 211.
Or fax your ad to (805) 546-8641.
Visa and MasterCard accepted.
ONLINE
Visit the Sun web site at www.santamariasun.com.
Our site was developed and designed by Liftoff Digital, a Central Coast
web site development company (www.gainliftoff.com).
The Sun is published every Thursday for your enjoyment. One copy of each
issue is available free to Northern Santa Barbara County residents and
visitors. The entire contents of the Sun are copyrighted by the Sun and cannot be reproduced without specific written permission from the publisher.
Because a product or service is advertised in the Sun does not mean
that we endorse its use. We hope readers will use their own good
judgement in choosing products most beneficial to their well-being.
We welcome submissions. Please accompany them with a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. All letters to the editor become the property of the Sun.
© 2019 Sun



Long overdue

WRITE NOW!

It’s time for the community to do something about the
dangerous dunes that government agencies can’t or won’t
BY ROBERT C. CUDDY
It’s long past time for the powers that be to
corral the outlaw mentality at our local Dunes
of Death, aka the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular
Recreation Area.
I’m not sure they want reform, though.
Their reaction to the recent carnage is the same
“look the other way” mentality that has long
dominated at the dunes, despite dunes users’
many transgressions.
In fact, it’s becoming evident that the powers
that be share that outlaw mentality.
The most recent bloodletting began on April
26, when a woman in an off-road vehicle hurtled
over a 30-foot dune vehicle and died. The ATV
was traveling the treacherous, shifting sands at 60
miles an hour, according to press reports, and had
a child on board. The child survived.
A week later another man died while trying to
pump his ATV brakes at the top of a dune cliff
that he clearly hadn’t anticipated. He went over,
and his vehicle landed on him.
Then came the shooting on May 4. An
impromptu late night “concert,” booze, weapons,
five people shot, one man arrested.
Official statements haven’t said much about this
or other tragedies, other than the message that
is always written between the lines of their press
releases: “Move along folks, nothing to see here.”
The people in charge of letting the rest of us
know what’s going on at the dunes routinely
tell us to, well, pound sand. When something
bad happens, it’s all just another day at the
dunes. Ho hum.
The off-road vehicle playground has been in the
news in recent years because of lung problems offroaders create for nearby residents. Sand blows off
the beach into their homes, and the vehicles make
it worse by breaking up the crust and liberating
more particles.
That’s a problem, all right. But the more sinister
health hazard always has been the behavior of the
off-roaders themselves and the mayhem it has led
to. Since the turn of the 21st century as many as 20
people have died on the dunes, and hundreds if not
thousands have been hurt.
The fact that little to nothing is done about it
flows directly from attitudes about the park.
There has always been a rogue vibe to our
local off-road area. It is not like other parks that
you can safely take your children to—Yosemite,
Yellowstone, Kings Canyon. The off-roaders who
control the park give off a “we’re going to do what
we want, and if you don’t like it, buzz off” vibe.
There’s a class element at play here. The park
is known as “the redneck riviera,” a place where
people from Bakersfield and Fresno come to play.
They don’t want anyone interfering with their
jollity, and they view the locals who object to their
behavior, many from the pricey Nipomo Mesa,
as a bunch of hoity-toity, brie-chomping, winesipping snobs who can’t stand the idea of anyone
else having fun.
Both stereotypes, of course, oversimplify. But, as
with most stereotypes, there is an element of truth.
The brie and wine set has been losing badly for
a long time. Consider the reactions to the recent
body count.
• The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Office
considers the shooting an isolated incident.
• A park ranger’s advice to off-roaders after the
deaths was to drive carefully. The parks people
issued no permit for a concert, didn’t know there
was one, and apparently don’t much care.

• And there is Ted Cabral, a state off-highway
motor vehicle recreation commissioner: “It’s time
to take the gloves off” in the fight against locals.
Commissioners are considering passing a
“strongly worded motion” defending off-roaders
against the “parochial views” of local residents.
Cabral was talking about the sand issue. But
the message clearly applies to anything off-roaders
want to do: “Back off.”
Cabral and his fellow foxes are guarding our
local henhouse. That bodes ill for change, and it’s
easy to suppose that more people will die or be
maimed or hurt at the park, possibly during this
Memorial Day weekend.
I’d like to suggest an alternative: Change the
use of the park. Get the motorized vehicles off so
that the rest of us can fish, swim, and hike without
worrying about our toddlers being run over.
I know, it’s an unthinkable notion. Think about
it, anyway.
The chief argument against change is the fact
that the park is a huge moneymaker. But what if
visionaries and planners looked at the place in
a different way? That piece of land is stunningly
beautiful. Marketed correctly, without motor
vehicles, it would bring people from around the
world, and their dinero.
Those who currently return yearly as part of a
family tradition could still come back. After all,
the key word in “family tradition” is family, not
all-terrain vehicle.
Those who need to get their ride on have plenty
of other places. The area between Barstow and
Yucca Valley in the desert is chock-a-block with
off-road riding areas, to cite just one example.
This isn’t going to happen soon, but it will
at some point. Too many people are being hurt
out there.
Doctors and others have been documenting
the injuries for decades. Emergency room nurses

We want to know what
you think about everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450
Skyway Drive, Suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You
can also fax it (347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name,
address, and phone number for verification purposes;
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted
to santamariasun.com.

who have seen healthy young people confined to
wheelchairs for life have spoken eloquently about
the wasted lives.
All have been ignored, and some who complain
have had their jobs threatened.
I’m not sure how to start a movement to
change the park, but I know one way is to gather
information. I would like to see the notoriously
circle-the-wagons State Parks authorities and law
enforcement be transparent for once.
Here are some questions for them: How many
people have died? How many injured? How
many have sued the state, and what were the
results? How do we find these people to hear
their stories? Where do we see paperwork on all
this? Unredacted, please.
I don’t expect them to fess up to any of this, so
it’s on the press and private individuals. The press
may not be much help. The Tribune rides high
on the apple cart and doesn’t want to upset it;
see their fawning treatment of the lucrative wine
industry and obsequiousness to local business.
My sense is that New Times wants to do this story
but simply doesn’t have enough reporters.
That leaves the rest of us. The family of Cal
Poly student Jordan Grant fought relentlessly and
successfully to improve safety at El Campo Road
and Highway 101, where their son and brother
died. Maybe it’s time for citizens to use the Grants
as an example of how to get something done when
local institutions fail the community. m
Bob Cuddy writes from Arroyo Grande.
Send your comments through the editor at
clanham@santamariasun.com or write a letter
responding and email it to letters@
santamariasun.com.
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We want YOUR short stories
Love. Death. Passion. Suspicion. Betrayal. Suspense. Humor. Revenge. Surprise.

55 words or less

Here are some key rules to remember:
1. No more than 55 words. It’s in the title of the contest. Don’t forget it.

5. Initials are one word, and acronyms are one word.

2. Hyphenated words count as individual words, except for words like
“re-open” where both parts are not words on their own.

6. Numerals count as a single word, but if written out, they fall under
rule No. 2 (e.g. 67 funky monkeys counts as three words; sixtyseven funky monkeys counts as four).

3. The title does not count toward the 55 total, but it should not exceed
seven words.
4. Contractions are single words (i.e. “should’ve, could’ve, would’ve”).

7. Punctuation doesn’t count, so feel free to use all the semicolons you
want, but only if they’re correctly used!

Please see the full rules and tips for entries at: bit.ly/55Fiction

You may mail, email, or hand deliver your entries to either office.

Entries are due by 5 p.m. on Monday, June 10.

bit.ly/55Fiction
attn: 55 Fiction
1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

email submissions to
55fiction@newtimesslo.com
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winning stories will be published
in our July 11th newspapers

attn: 55 Fiction
2540 Skyway Dr. Suite A
Santa Maria, CA 93455

OPINION

Oversight,
smoversight
Am I just jaded or is every political discussion
these days fraught with an underlying tension
of ideological dare-you-to-disagree with me
mentality that just stops meaningful discussion in
its tracks?
It’s even infecting the usually even-tempered
and respectful Santa Barbara County
Board of Supervisors. We can thank the
Sunrise Movement Santa Barbara—a band
of very bellowy (possibly well-intentioned)
environmental activists who loudly and proudly
dare people to disagree with them—for bringing
its own brand of drama to the Santa Barbara
County dais. It’s very mature.
At the May 21 meeting, the Sunrise Screamers
were begging the Board of Supervisors to pass
a resolution supporting the Green New Deal, a
climate change focused
piece of legislation
proposed at the
national level to help
stem the tide of global
warming. In the midst
of the discussion that
followed, 3rd District
Supervisor Joan
“The Mean Green
Hyperbole Queen”
Hartmann decided
it was appropriate to
compare the climate
crisis to the Nazis.
Really, Joan?
You can’t just shift to Nazis and think that it
will change people’s minds about global warming,
which your colleague 4th District Supervisor
Peter “Climate Change is Fake News” Adam has
been very clear he doesn’t believe in.
You could have illustrated your point in a much
more real way. Pick a hurricane, any hurricane. Or
you could take an example straight out of the Santa
Barbara County playbook. The county’s been
accused of not building the debris basins that it
should have to prevent the deaths and destruction
that took place during the Montecito mudslides.
Meanwhile, in Santa Maria, Andy “I Also
Call Fake News on the Climate Stuff” Caldwell
with the Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, and
Business argued against the city joining the public
electricity provider Monterey Bay Community
Power. The community choice energy provider
services about 10 million customers with 100
percent carbon free energy at a cheaper cost
than PG&E, using the state’s existing power grid
(which is basically owned by PG&E).
PG&E is actually a member of COLAB—no
surprises there—but don’t worry, guys, Caldwell’s
still out there fighting for ratepayers!
“These guys are leeches on the end of PG&E’s
transmission lines,” Caldwell yammered, leaving
out the fact that the public utility/corporation’s
(yeah, it’s confusing) fire-causing transmission
lines landed PG&E into a bankruptcy that yours
truly and every other customer in California will
be paying for through increased rates.
Do we really need more power lines in
California, Andy? Or should we just make PG&E
fix the ones the company has continually been
neglecting for decades? Thanks a lot, California
Public Utility Commission, for doing a shitty job
of oversight.
Maybe the commission could use a visit from
the Santa Barbara County grand jury, which
is really good at telling people what they already
know. Thank goodness it’s on the case in the
Cuyama Joint Unified School District, which had
money “mysteriously disappear” from its business
office in 2018. Without the report released on May
20, the school district might not have known that
its oversight also sucks.

enjoy

Steer Wrestlin’
Bronc Bustin’
Bull Ridin’
Calf Ropin’
Barrel Racin’
Family Fun

The Canary is really good at oversight with no teeth.
Send your thoughts to canary@santamariasun.com. m
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MAY 30 – JUNE 5
2019

PART OF YOUR WORLD

Wine and Design in Orcutt hosts Girls Night
Out: I Washed Up Like This on Friday, June 7,
at 6:30 p.m. Participants of this workshop must
be 21 or over. Wine and beer will be available
for purchase. Admission is $35 and online
reservations are required at wineanddesign.
com. Call (805) 868-1746 for more info.
—Caleb Wiseblood

SPECIAL EVENTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

BOOK SIGNING WITH ELDONNA EDWARDS
Set against the backdrop of a 1970s commune in
Northern California, Clover Blue is a compelling,
beautifully written story of a young boy’s search
for identity. Author Eldonna Edwards is a writing
instructor who lives on the Central Coast. June 8,
1-2 p.m. 805-688-6010. The Book Loft, 1680 Mission
Dr., Solvang.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT SERIES: BATS OF
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA Guest speaker Paul
Collins, Curator of Vertebrate Zoology at Santa
Barbara Museum of Natural History will be presenting
a lecture on Bats of Central California. June 2, 2-4
p.m. Lecture is free with $10 park admission per
vehicle. 805-693-0691. Neal Taylor Nature Center,
2265 Hwy 154, Cachuma Lake, clnaturecenter.org.

OLD SANTA YNEZ DAY Features a parade, booths,

food, and more. Proceeds benefit SYV schools. June
8, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. solvangusa.com. Downtown Santa
Ynez, Saqunto St., Solvang.

IMAGE COURTESY OF WINE AND DESIGN

DELIGHTS All musicians donate their talents while
food and beverage vendors generously donate their
skill and tasting samples for this popular annual
event. Proceeds benefit the Community Action
Partnership of San Luis Obispo County Inc. Health
and Prevention Division. June 2, 11:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m. $125. Chapman Estate, Shell Beach.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

THE HEMP AND CANNABIS FAIR A celebration
of legal marijuana and hemp. Browse through hemp
and cannabis products, accessories and tools, and
more. June 8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and June 9, 11 a.m.4:30 p.m. $10 vets; $15 GA. 541-201-8497. thcfair.
com. Alex Madonna Expo Center, 100 Madonna Rd,
San Luis Obispo.

SLO COUNTY SMALL BATCH BREWERS BEER
FESTIVAL Join us for a celebration of SLO County’s
Small Batch Brewers and a fundraiser for Woods
Humane Society. Sample beers and chat with the
brewers from the county’s eight smallest, familyowned craft breweries. June 2, 2-5 p.m. $35. 805868-7133. Hacienda Antigua, 4900 Davenport Creek
Rd, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

RIO MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT A fun-filled
day of golf and afternoon festivities in support of The
Santa Ynez Pirate Football Program. Your registration
includes: 18-holes of golf, a cart, goodie bag, and
dinner. June 8, noon solvangusa.com. Alisal Guest
Ranch and Resort, 1054 Alisal Rd., Solvang.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

RETURN TO FREEDOM: HORSE SANCTUARY
TOUR A docent-guided walking tour of the Return
to Freedom Wild Horse sanctuary. Observe
the herd and meet some of the mustangs.
June 1, 3-6 p.m. The Return to
Freedom Wild Horse Sanctuary, 4115
Jalama Rd., Lompoc, 805-737-9246,
returntofreedom.org.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/LOS ALAMOS

SANTA MARIA ELKS RODEO AND
PARADE Annual rodeo events include
bull riding, bronc riding, team roping, steer
wrestling, and more. Check site for more details
and info on more live entertainment. May 30-June
2 elksrec.com. Elks Unocal Event Center, 4040
Highway 101, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

32ND ANNUAL AFTERNOON OF EPICUREAN

16TH ANNUAL PASO PINOT AND PAELLA
FESTIVAL Taste Pinot Noir from 20 different Paso
Robles producers. Savor a dozen paellas and pairings
from local chefs and vote for your fave. June 2,
2-5 p.m. $75 which includes a logo wine glass;
100% profits benefit Youth Arts. 805-239-2565.
pinotandpaella.com. Templeton Park, 550 Crocker
St., Templeton.

TWILIGHT ON THE TERRACE Enjoy various
wine and craft brews and savor epicurean
delights, while grooving to live music
at Hearst Castle. June 1, 5:30-8:30
p.m. $195-$265. 805-927-2138.

foundationathearstcastle.com. Hearst Castle, 750
Hearst Castle Rd., San Simeon.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

LOS OSOS CARES OPEN HOUSE Visit Los Osos
Cares Resource Center and meet the volunteers
and agencies that serve the community of Los
Osos. June 5, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. 805-592-2701.
losososcares.com. Los Osos Resource Center, 800
Manzanita Drive, Los Osos.

FUNDRAISERS
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MASON GIVES BACK TO PACIFIC WILDLIFE
CARE Join Pacific Wildlife Care at Mason Bar &
Kitchen for one night only. All proceeds will be
donated to support our mission. June 5, 5-9 p.m.
805-202-8918. Mason Bar and Kitchen, 307 E.
Branch, Arroyo Grande, masonbarag.com.

BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required.
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From
the basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill
levels welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8. 805-6805695. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists
and support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays,
1-4 p.m. $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout

ARTS

classes for teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-9376753.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor. Fridays, 9

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

PAINTING BIG SUR WITH PASTELS Over the
course of this 3 hour workshop, you will complete a
pastel painting while learning the basics of handling
pastels. June 8, 1-4 p.m. $65. 805-686-8315.
wildlingmuseum.org/news/painting-big-sur-withpastels. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B
Mission Dr., Solvang.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons
for all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles
welcome. Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for
4-week session. 805-928-7799. Oasis Senior Center,
420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
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a.m.-noon $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-9376753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6
p.m. and Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com.
Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-9376753.

MUSIC LESSONS Learn acoustic or electric
guitar, mandolin, ukulele, bass, piano, violin, drums,
percussion, voice, mandolin, banjo, saxophone, and/
or clarinet. The academy offers private lessons by
the hour or half hour for all age groups and ability.
ongoing 805-925-0464. Coelho Academy of Music,
325 E. Betteravia Road, Santa Maria.

MUSICAL THEATRE AND CABARET WORKSOP
CLASSES Come improve your vocal skills so that
you’ll have more fun singing cabaret, karaoke, and
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ARTS from page 18
more. Mondays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. through Sept. 30 $75
for a four week session; $20 to drop in. 805-4005335. Cabaret805.com. Santa Maria Civic Theatre,
1660 N. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SALSA DANCE CLASS No partner or experience
needed. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-1574.
CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew, 338
W. Tefft St, Nipomo.
SANTA MARIA SEWING SUPERSTORE
CLASSES Visit site for full list of classes and
more details. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m.-6
p.m. santamariasewing.com. Santa Maria Sewing
Superstore, 127 E. Main St., Santa Maria, 805-9221784.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANCE
CLASSES Hosted by the Kings of Swing. All
skill levels welcome (adults). Couples and singles
welcome. Pre-registration recommended. Thursdays,
7-8 p.m. $45. 805-928-7799. Adkins Dance Center,
1110 E. Clark Ave., Santa Maria.

through art by Cheryl Medow, Ellen Jewett, and
Hilary Brace. These artists used diverse materials
and methods to create their works. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $5. 805-6868315. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

NATURE REGENERATED Photographers were
encouraged to capture examples of nature’s ability
to regenerate and thrive. This exhibit showcases
winning entries in the Adult and Junior categories.
ongoing Free. 805-686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org/
photography-competition/. Wildling Museum of Art
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS
Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis.
Featured artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov,
Robert Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more. ongoing,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-686-1080. pavlovgallery.
com. Pavlov Art Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste
C, Solvang.

RAY STRONG: A COLLECTOR’S PASSION
One collector, David Parker, is sharing his Ray
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA MARIA ELKS RODEO PARADE

NOW OPEN

COME SAIL AWAY

The 76th annual Santa Maria Elks Rodeo Parade takes place on Saturday, June 3, from 9
a.m. Floats, color guards, local marching bands, and other live acts will travel down South
Broadway in downtown Santa Maria. Admission is free. Call (805) 925-4125 or visit elksrec.
com to find out more.
—C.W

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-9379750.

WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or
experience needed. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-9371574. CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew,
338 W. Tefft St, Nipomo.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FIRST FRIDAY ARTIST RECEPTIONS

Strong paintings as well as his stories of how he
built his collection of over thirty pieces. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. through July 8
$5. 805-686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org/news/raystrong-2019-art-exhibit. Wildling Museum of Art and
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY ARTS
ASSOCIATION: SECOND SATURDAY ARTISANS
Applications to be a featured artist will be
accepted throughout the series. Second Saturday
of every month, 12-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-7338.
santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez Valley Grange
Hall, 2374 Alamo Pintado, Los Olivos.

THIS AND THAT: ARTISTS JAYNE
BEHMAN AND JULIE FISH Jayne

Valley Art Gallery features 12 artists each
year. Enjoy art, wine, and food at these
opening receptions. First Friday of every
month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-937-2278.
valleygallery.org. Valley Art Gallery, 125
W. Clark Ave., Orcutt.

POETRY NIGHT AT CORE WINERY

MAY 30 – JUNE 5
2019

Monthly poetry group with two featured
poets and open readings. Check CORE Winery
Facebook page for details or schedule changes.
Second Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Free.
805-937-1600. corewine.com. CORE Winery, 105 W
Clark Ave., Orcutt.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ART AFTER DARK SLO Unites visual, literary,
and performing artists with the community and
participating venues. Visit site for full list of programs
and events. First Friday of every month, 6-9 p.m. 805544-9251. artsobispo.org. SLO County, Countywide,
San Luis Obispo.

EXHIBITS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

ART EXHIBIT AND ARTIST RECEPTION:
ANIMAL KINGDOM Mondays-Sundays, 2-4
p.m. through May 31 Free. 805-688-7517.
GalleryLosOlivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920
Grand Ave., Los Olivos.

NATURE IMAGINED This exhibit celebrates nature

Behman, a digital artist, Julie Fish, a
mixed media artist and Patti Robbins, an
oil painter, join together once again for
an exhibit. June 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. & 2-4
p.m. and Mondays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. through June 30 Free. 805-688-7517.
GalleryLosOlivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos,
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ALLAN HANCOCK FINE ARTS STUDENT SHOW
The gallery is open Monday through Thursday from
9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:45
p.m. Through May 30 Ann Foxworthy Gallery, 800 S.
College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-922-6966, Ext. 3252,
hancockcollege.edu/gallery/.

FEATURED ARTISTS: MAY, JUNE, JULY,
AUGUST The featured artists at the gallery during
the months of May, June, July, and August are TBA.
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-6
p.m. through Sept. 1 Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-2278, valleygallery.org.

JERI YOUNG: FEATURED ARTIST This exhibit is
part of an ongoing series of shows to spotlight local
art and artists. Through June 27 Ameriprise Financial,
2605 S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.
LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS: CONTINUING
SERIES An ongoing series of shows, facilitated
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brewed beverages. Second Saturday of every month,
7-9 p.m. $5 suggested donation. 805-868-7133.
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite
110, San Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.

IMPROV COMEDY SHOW Fast-paced improv
comedy shows performed by the ensemble of Central
Coast Comedy Theater. All shows are based on
audience suggestions making every show unique.
Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. $5. centralcoastcomedytheater.
com. Kreuzberg Coffee Company, 685 Higuera Street,
San Luis Obispo, 805-430-0260.
INTRO TO IMPROV COMEDY CLASSES All
intro courses taught by CCCT owner, Sabrina Pratt.
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. $225 for all 6 weeks. 805-2423109. centralcoastcomedytheater.com. Tigerlily Salon
Studio, 659 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

BORN TO BE WILD

The 57th annual Old Santa Ynez Day takes place on June 9, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sagunto Street in Santa Ynez. This fundraising event features various booths, food vendors,
kids games, arts and crafts, a parade, and more. Proceeds benefit Santa Ynez Valley schools
and local youth programs. Call (805) 688-3448 or visit syvelks.com to find out more.
—C.W.

ARTS from page 19
by advisor Terry Dworaczyk, to spotlight local art
and artists. Each show includes an artist reception.
ongoing Ameriprise Financial, 2605 S Miller St., Suite
104, Santa Maria.

SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS JURIED
EXHIBITION ongoing smartscouncil.org. Betteravia

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

TREASURE ISLAND A stolen treasure map falls into
the hands of young Jim Hawkins as he becomes the
pirates’ next prey. Wednesdays-Sundays. through June
16 $23-$30. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama@
gmail.com. Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front
St., Oceano.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

STAGE

COMEDY NIGHT AT 7 SISTERS Enjoy live standup comedy from local and touring comics with locally

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays,
3-5 p.m. Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino
Community Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I Street,
Lompoc.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BEEKEEPING Beekeeper Erin Holder will discuss the
basics of keeping bees: hive design and equipment,
procuring bees, bee hierarchy, honey harvest, and
pest management. June 8, 2-3 p.m.
Free. 805-473-7161. Arroyo Grande
Library, 800 W. Branch, Arroyo Grande,
slolibrary.org.

Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

TOURS FOR PADDLERS A special tour for visitors
who come by ocean. Paddlers will need to clean sand
from their feet and dry themselves before the tour
so not to damage the antique flooring. Saturdays,
10-10:45 a.m. $6.49. 805-540-5771. Point San Luis
Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

CITIZENSHIP CLASS To prepare for the citizenship
exam. No registration required. Tuesdays, 5-6 p.m.
Free. 805-781-5783. slolibrary.org. San Luis Obispo
Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

FREE ADOPTION INFORMATION SESSION Free
sessions on adoption information at our San Luis
Obispo office located at 1540 Marsh Street, Ste 130.
The FCCA has placed over 5,100 waiting children into
forever families since 1983. First Thursday of every
month, 6-8 p.m. Free. 805-542-9084. fcadoptions.
org. Family Connections Christian Adoptions, 1540
Marsh St. #130, San Luis Obispo.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Tuesdays, 1 p.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the HiWay Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers: $20;
Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load. Sundays,
4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. Hi-Way Drive-In,
3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT: MAH
JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-922-

POINT SLO LIGHTHOUSE TOURS
Docents lead guests on a one-hour
tour of the historic site, the buildings,
and up to the Lighthouse tower.
MAY 30 – JUNE 5
Please arrive 15 minutes early. All
2019
proceeds go directly toward the site’s
restoration. Wednesdays, 12 & 1 p.m.
and Saturdays, 12, 1 & 2 p.m. $17-$22. 805540-5771. pointsanluislighthouse.org. Point San Luis

2993. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510
Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA CAMERA CLUB
PROGRAM AND BUSINESS
MEETING An open, friendly group of
people who love taking pictures. Learn
from guest speakers, go on field trips,
and share pictures you’ve taken. First
Wednesday of every month, 7-9:30
p.m. through Nov. 7 805-801-2879.
santamariacameraclub.org. Merrill
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Love insurance
Simply Better Prices

Albertson’s Shopping Center
2318 South Broadway · Santa Maria

805-928-0085 · cbhood.com
Tues–Fri 10am–5:30pm • Sat 10am–4pm
Closed Sun & Mon
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day by appointment for Wisdom Readings with Tarot
and Oracle cards. Gift certificates available. ongoing
$95-$160. 805-598-1509. divining.weebly.com.
Divine Inspiration, 947 E Orange St, Santa Maria.

OUTDOORS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ACORN ADVENTURES GUIDED HIKING TOUR
Enjoy a breezy hike with your children along our
Discovery Trail. Kids can learn from the wildlife and
share their imagination through storytelling. Fridays,
12:30-2:30 p.m. through May 31 Free. 805-541-1400.
slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden, 3450
Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

GHOST WALK Hear the ghost stories of San Luis
Obispo at the places where the hauntings happened,
and come prepared to explore your own and others’
experiences with the supernatural. May 31, 7-9 p.m.
$20; students $10. 805-470-0983. secretslo.com/
tours/. Sauer-Adams Adobe, 964 Chorro St., San Luis
Obispo.
NEW FREE EVENT AT THE SLO MASTER
GARDENER DEMONSTRATION GARDEN Join
UCCE Master Gardeners for “Lunchtime in the
Garden”, a new free monthly event. First Wednesday
of every month, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. through June
5 Free. 805-781-5939. Garden of the Seven Sisters
Demonstration Garden, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis
Obispo.

SPORTS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

SLO BLUES BASEBALL: 2019 SEASON The San

HOLE IN ONE

The 2019 Rio Memorial Golf Tournament at Alisal River Course in Solvang takes place on
Saturday, June 8, from 7:30 a.m. to noon. Registration includes 18 holes of golf, a golf cart,
dinner, and more. Proceeds support the Santa Ynez High School Pirate football program.
Visit sypiratefootball.com for more info.
—C.W.
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Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt,
unitysantamaria.net/.

Gardens, 1220 N Suey Rd, Santa Maria.

FIT CLUB A club to energize both body and soul. Pre

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY
MEETING Toastmasters International is a worldwide

and post workout drinks will be available. MondaysFridays, 9 a.m. Balance Nutrition, 1975 S. Broadway,
Ste. E, Santa Maria.

nonprofit educational organization that empowers
individuals to become more effective communicators
and leaders. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 805-264-6722.
santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/. Toyota of Santa
Maria, 700 E Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET
ADELINES INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all women
who are interested in learning about barbershop-style
music singing and performing. Thursdays, 6:45-9:30
p.m. 805-736-7572. Lutheran Church of Our Savior,
4725 S. Bradley Road, Orcutt.

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free.
naughtyoak.com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S
Broadway St Ste 102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663.

SUPPORT GROUPS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A
foster parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays
805-965-2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130
Skyway Dr., Suite 501, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and
get support from others from the comfort of your
own home. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly
subscription. 805-598-1509. divining.weebly.com.
Divine Inspiration, 947 E Orange St, Santa Maria.

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute
meditation followed by a brief discussion. Meetings
take place in the sanctuary. All are welcome.
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon Free. 805-937-3025. Unity
Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt,
unitysantamaria.net/.
REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen is available every

Luis Obispo Blues are a Summer Collegiate Baseball
team. Individual tickets and season passes available.
Through July 26 Varies. 805-512-9996. Sinsheimer
Park, 900 Southwood Dr., San Luis Obispo,
slocity.org/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/
FacilityDirectory/18/956.

KIDS & FAMILY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

HOMEWORK HELP For grades K through 6.
Mondays-Thursdays, 4-7 p.m. through June 6 Free.
805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR
GYMNASTICS: NINJA
WARRIOR CLASSES
Bring out your inner
warrior with kids parkour
classes in a safe setting.
For ages 5 and up.
Wednesdays, Fridays,
5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-3497575. Santa Maria Town
Center, 142 Town Center
East, Santa Maria.
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MAY 30 – JUNE 5
2019

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics
classes for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start
walking on their own). Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays, 9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m. $35-$55. KT’s
All Star Gymnastics, 237 Town Center E, Santa Maria,
805-349-7575.

READALOUD The Buellton Library presents
ReadAloud, a play-reading group for adults, teens
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GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (SOUTH
COUNTY) Hospice SLO County is offering this
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support group for those grieving the death of a
loved one. Held in the Church Care Center. Drop-ins
welcome. Tuesdays, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. 805-5442266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 990 James
Way, Pismo Beach.
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Follow us on
Instagram!
@SantaMariaSun

SPOUSE AND PARTNER LOSS SUPPORT
GROUP (SOUTH COUNTY) A Hospice SLO support
group for those grieving the loss of a partner
or spouse. Held in Room 16. Drop-ins welcome.
Thursdays, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266.
hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 990 James Way,
Pismo Beach.

MIND & BODY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA Release and
open your body with breath, props, and meditation.
Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.com. Yoga for
Mankind, 130 N Broadway, Suite B, Orcutt.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Simple,
meditative, and joyous circle dances using music,
mantras and movements from a variety of cultures
and spiritual traditions. First Sunday of every month,
2-4 p.m. $8 - $10 donation. 805-717-1933. Unity

JUNE AT THE DUNES

The Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center hosts a photography hike on Saturday, June 8, from
5 to 6:30 p.m. Photographer Chuck Jennings will guide the hike and share tips and tricks
to dunes photography along the way. Guests are asked to bring their own camera and water.
Admission is free, but a donation of $5 is suggested. Visit dunescenter.org for more info.
—C.W.

#SantaMariaSun
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our
official Box Office at Boo Boo Records in SLO
Suppoing local journalism, one ticket at a time.
The 32nd
Aernoon
of Epicurean
Delights
SUNDAY, JUNE 2
Chapman Estate,
Shell Beach

Zoo to You
Luau
SATURDAY,
JUNE 1
Wineries
of 46 East

SLO County
Small Batch
Brewers
Celebration
SUNDAY, JUNE 2
7Sisters Brewing
Company

Point SLO Lighthouse Tours
EVERY WED & SAT
Point San Luis
Lighthouse

A Celebration of Song
MAY 30–JUNE 1
Monarch Club
at Trilogy

CUBS + CRAFTS
THURSDAY, MAY 30
Zest it Up
Studio

Block Printing
Workshop
FRIDAY, MAY 31
Studios on the Park

CC Aquarium Summer Camp
SELECT WEEKS IN
JUNE, JULY & AUGUST
CC Aquarium, Avila Beach

Charcuterie 101 Workshop
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
Buonwood Farm
Winery & Vineyard

KIDS AND CHEESE: Tour of
Stepladder Creamery
SATURDAY, JUNE 1
Cambria Scarecrow Festival

Infinite Music
in Harmony
SUNDAY, JUNE 2
Harmony Town

June Brewasana
SUNDAY, JUNE 2
7Sisters
Brewing Co.

See Hawks in LA
with Ryanhood
SUNDAY, JUNE 2
Peter Strauss Ranch

Summer BBQ 101
Workshop
FRIDAY, JUNE 7
Talley Vineyards

Pop-Up Dinner: Sally Loo’s & Danior
Kitchen, Gramma Ruth’s Southern Cooking

Benefiting Joy Playground
TUESDAY, JUNE 11
Atascadero
Lake Park

A Breast Exposé The Breast Kept
Secret Movie Premiere
THURSDAY, JUNE 13
The Palm Theatre

FRIDAY, JUNE 7
Sally Loo’s

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

Get your tickets online or at
Boo Boo Records, the official
Box Office for My805Tix events!
Boo Boo’s is located at
978 Monterey Street in SLO.

Transgender 101
SATURDAY, JUNE 8
French Hospital
Copeland Pavilion

Tribute to Kris Kristofferson
TUESDAY, JUNE 11
Morro Bay
Wine Seller

Wine & Dine Father’s Day
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Wild Coyote
Estate Winery

Mother Corn Shuckers
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Point San Luis
Lighthouse

The Pods –
Politics of Dancing
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Maverick Saloon

Sunset Wines & Full Moon Vines
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Doce Robles
Winery & Vineyard

Frank DeVito’s
Viva Sinatra
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Rava Wines + Events

Q Youth Body Positivity
Fashion Show
SATURDAY, JUNE 15
San Luis Obispo Guild Hall

Eva & The Vagabond Tales
TUESDAY, JUNE 18
Morro Bay
Wine Seller

DVD Screening of DWOS Atascadero’s
Time Machine: Back to the 80’s
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
Galaxy Theatre Atascadero

Women Making Waves
THURSDAY, JUNE 20
Morro Bay
High School

Romancing the West
Dinner Show
FRIDAY, JUNE 21
Dana Adobe Cultural Center

Summer Sipping 2019
Wine Passpo
JUNE 22-JUNE 23
Foxen Canyon Wine Trail

Floral Arranging Workshop
SUNDAY, JUNE 23
Ancient Peaks
Winery

Cen-Cal
Professional Wrestling
SUNDAY, JUNE 23
The Graduate

Mid-State Metal Fest
JUNE 28-29
Sweet Springs Saloon
& The Graduate

Stoke the World
Gathering 2019
JUNE 28–JUNE 30
Live Oak Campground

Summer Wine Stroll
SATURDAY, JUNE 29
Downtown Paso Robles
Wineries

Banksy Street A Paint Bar
SUNDAY, JUNE 30
Tooth & Nail
Winery

Avila Beach 4th of July
Doggie Parade
THURSDAY, JULY 4TH
Avila Beach Promenade

Call them at 805-541-0657.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com
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CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 21
and children 9 and up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805688-3115. Buellton Library, 140 W. Highway 246,
Buellton.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical
Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose,
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805714-4927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and
Boone St., Santa Maria.

SPIRITUAL
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all

A L W A Y S A M A Z I N G. N e v e r r o u t i n e.

women regardless of denomination. Class includes
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while
listening to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare
offered on site. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays,
9-10 a.m. Free. 805-922-1919. cornerstonesm.org.
Cornerstone Church, 1026 E Sierra Madre Ave.,
Santa Maria.

FRIDAY

JUN

7

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join
Hope Community Church for Sunday morning and
Wednesday night services.
Children care provided
for infants and children
under 4. Sundays,
10:30 a.m. and
Wednesdays, 6:30
p.m. Free. 805-9222043. hopesm.com.
Hope Community
MAY 30 – JUNE 5
Church, 3010 Skyway
2019
Dr. Suite F, Santa
Maria.

8 PM
FRIDAY

JUN

Boz Scaggs:Out
of The Blues Tour

8 PM

Chiquis Rivera
& Special Guest El
Dasa con Mariachi

FRIDAY

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE
Sessions may include but are not limited to
mediumship, psychic awareness, light journey work,
and aura cleansings. Thursdays, 12-2 p.m. $20 for
15 minutes. 937-271-5646. CovenTree: Books and
Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

JUN

21

8 PM

VOLUNTEERS

FRIDAY

SAN LUIS OBISPO

JUN

FELINE NETWORK OF THE CENTRAL COAST
Seeking volunteers to provide foster homes for
foster kittens or cats with special needs. The Feline
Network pays for food, litter, and any medications
needed. Volunteers also needed to help with
humanely trapping and transporting feral cats for
spay/neuter. ongoing 805-549-9228. felinenetwork.
org. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

14

Thunder From
Down Under

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY THRESHOLD
SINGERS SEEK NEW VOICES Sing for

28

8 PM

I Love The
90s Tour feat
Mark McGrath
& Vanilla Ice

individuals experiencing life-limiting or end-of life
conditions. First Sunday of every month, 2-4 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/services/
hospice-slo-county-threshold-singers. Hospice SLO
County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY VOLUNTEER
TRAINING Preregistration required. In-Home
Volunteers assist individuals with a life-limiting
illness and their families by providing caregiver
respite, practical assistance, emotional support,
companionship, and comfort. Thursdays, 1-6 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/workshops.
Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis
Obispo.

LITERACY FOR LIFE TUTOR TRAINING Work
one-on-one with non-literate adults learning to read,
write, and speak English. June 1, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
and June 8, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $25. 805-541-4219.
literacyforlifeslo.org. Union Bank, 995 Higuera St.,
San Luis Obispo.

3 4 0 0 E H i g h w a y 24 6 , S a n t a Yn e z · 8 0 0 -24 8 - 6 2 74 · C h u m a s h C a s i n o . c o m
Must be 21 years of age or older to attend. Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.

Spring Special:

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels, San Luis
Obispo, needs noon time drivers. Must have own
car to deliver prepared meals. Mondays-Fridays,
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 805-235-8870. San Luis Obispo,
Citywide, SLO.

SLO REP SEEKING VOLUNTEER
BARTENDERS Must be 21 or over. All volunteers
receive complimentary tickets. Email volunteer@
slorep.org for more info. ongoing slorep.org. San
Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St., San
Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440.

JOB #: 20042-1_CHU_EntAd_SMS_7-5x9-5 · Client: Chumash · Agency: RIESTER
Trim: 7.5" w x 9.5" h · Bleed: N/A · Color: 4C · Pub: Santa Maria Sun

facebook.com

FOOD & DRINK

(805) 621-5000

Smith Electric

FARMERS MARKETS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh

FOOD & DRINK continued page 24

$25 off any service

Due Date: 05/23/19 · Insertion Date: 05/30/19, 06/06/19 · Contact: Bill Robbins · brobbins@riester.com

805-347-1968
www.santamariasun.com

MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL PLUMBING

smith-electric.com
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954
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FOOD & DRINK from page 23
fruit and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and
activities for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m.
Lompoc Farmers Market, Ocean Avenue and I
Street, Lompoc.

WEEKEND
PASS $15
VETERANS
SAVE $5

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND Produce,
flowers, and other plants from the nursery are
available for purchase. Second Saturday of every
month, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 805-934-2182. Growing
Grounds Farm, 820 W. Foster Rd., Santa Maria,
t-mha.org.

WIN TIX
@THCFAIR

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local
farmers and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Orcutt Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET
Includes produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays,
12-2:25 p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market,
Olohan Alley, Arroyo Grande.

NIPOMO FARMERS MARKET Includes a

Thanks to our Sponsors:

Alex Madonna
Expo
Center
VENDOR

BOOTHS
LEARNING
SESSIONS

June 8-9

Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4:30

large variety of locally grown produce. Open
year round Sundays, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
nipomofarmersmarket.com/. Nipomo Farmers
Market, Via Concha Road, Nipomo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the
largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays,
6:10-9 p.m. Downtown SLO, Higuera St., San Luis
Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors.
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot,
2650 Main St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO GUILD TUESDAY FARMERS’
MARKET Tuesdays, 2-5 p.m. through Dec.
31 Free. 805-762-4688. facebook.com/
TuesdayFarmersMarketSLOGuildHall/. SLO Guild
Hall, 2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

FESTIVALS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

SLO GRILLED CHEESE FESTIVAL A fundraiser
for Restorative Partners. Features grilled cheese
vendors, wine, live music, and more June 1, 12-4
p.m. Varies. slogrilledcheese.com. Laguna Lake
Park, 504 Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

EVENTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and
Barrel Room available to members. ongoing, 11
a.m.-5 p.m. 805-686-2603. roblarwinery.com.
Roblar Winery, 3010 Roblar Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING
ROOM HOURS Visit site

thcfair.com

MAY 30 – JUNE 5
2019

2019 Best of Northern Santa Barbara County Readers Poll

VOTE NOW!
Voting ends at 5 p.m.
on Monday, June 10, 2019

for Cellar Club details
and more info. MondaysThursdays, 11 a.m.-5
p.m. 805-691-9413.
standingsunwines.com.
Standing Sun Wines, 92
2nd St., Unit D, Buellton,
805-691-9413.

WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals
from all over the world. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5
p.m. and Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 805693-8864. kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 343 N.
Refugio Road, Santa Ynez.
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS
This tasting room highlights community-based
winemaking. Features various member winemakers.
Mondays, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805243-8398. lompocwinefactory.com. Lompoc Wine
Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering
handcrafted wines, charcuterie, and cheeses.
Fridays-Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 805-735-5000.
facebook.com/montemarwines. Montemar Wines,
1501 E. Chestnut Ave., Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS

Winners will be announced in our August 8 publication.

24 • Sun • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

This winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling
wine. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
805-736-9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat
Cellars, 1520 Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

DJ/DANCE 26

Live Music
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

THE EXCELLENT TRADESMEN LIVE Food and
drinks available for purchase. No outside food or
drinks allowed. June 7, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern,
5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-9670066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

FLIGHT 805 LIVE Food and drinks available for
purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. June
1, 5 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd.,
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.
com/entertainment.html.
KELLY’S LOT LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
June 2, 4:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SEAN WIGGINS LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
June 2, 1:15-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SPOONFUL LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
June 8, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

TERESA RUSSELL AND COCOBILLI LIVE
Food and drinks available for purchase. No outside
food or drinks allowed. June 9, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

THE THIRD MAN LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
June 8, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine
with 4 seasonal releases each calendar year. Price
includes 3 VIP access tickets to each SipMusic
event, and 1 album and 1 bottle of premium wine
every 3 months. ongoing $40. Lompoc Wine
Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-243-8398,
lompocwinefactory.com.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

A CELEBRATION OF SONG! Experience soaring
harmonies and uplifting music sung by San Luis
Obispo’s award winning community choir, in a
lively mix of classical and contemporary songs
to celebrate the gift of music. May 30, 7-9 p.m.
$20-$40. 805-541-6797. vocalarts.org. Trilogy at
Monarch Dunes, 1640 Trilogy Pkwy, Nipomo.
KUPAOA Enjoy an evening of Aloha with awardwinning Hawaiian artists, Kupaoa, as they launch
their new album. Hula by Hoapili Pomaika’i Aloha
and featuring Kanoe Kahaku of award-winning Halua
Na Wai Ola. Kupaoa will be performing originals in
addition to time-honored favorites. June 8, 7-8:30

|
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LOCAL NOTES

Who’s the Boz?

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHUMASH CASINO RESORT

Boz Scaggs brings Out of the Blues tour
to Santa Ynez
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

I

f the name William Royce Scaggs doesn’t sound familiar,
you might know this soft rock legend better by a particular
schoolyard nickname he acquired during the days of his
youth. I probably shouldn’t have spoiled the reveal in the
headline, but it did get your attention, right?
It was St. Mark’s School of Texas where a peer first bestowed the
title of Boz upon Boz Scaggs, only 12 years old at the time. Part of
me wonders if fellow classmate Steve Miller (yes, it’s the one you’re
thinking of) got a nickname too but figured his birth name was
cool enough. The two became close friends at St. Mark’s and later
attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison together.
During college, the two would play in the same local blues rock
bands as well—including the Ardells and the Fabulous Knight
Trains. Oh, I should probably mention the Steve Miller Band
too—that was a big one. Scaggs provided guitar and backing
vocals for the group’s first two albums, Children of the Future and
Sailor, before deciding to seek out a solo career.
Scaggs achieved moderate success with his first few solo
albums—including Moments and My Time—but his seventh, Silk
Degrees, skyrocketed his popularity in 1976. Earning a Grammy
DIRTY LOWDOWN: The Chumash Casino Resort presents blues, jazz, and soft rock artist Boz Scaggs on
nomination for album of the year, Silk Degrees spawned four
Friday, June 7.
hit singles—“It’s Over,” “What Can I Say,” “Lido Shuffle,” and
“Lowdown” (which sold more than 1 million copies in the U.S.
concert, which starts at 8 p.m. The performance takes place in the resort’s
alone and won the Grammy for best R&B song). “Come on back
Samala Showroom, located at 3400 E. Highway 246, Santa Ynez. Tickets
down, little son/ Dig the low, low, low, low, lowdown!”
range from $49 to $79. “He’s for the money, he’s for the show/ Lido’s
Scaggs has released 13 albums since then and continues to record new
waitin’ for the go, Lido/ Whoah oh oh oh oh oh!”
material today. His latest album, Out of the Blues, came out last year
and serves as the basis for his current tour, which makes its way to the
Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez on Friday, June 7. Lido might
have missed the boat that day he left the shack, but he best not miss this
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DUSTBOWL REVIVAL
Legally speaking, it’s technically still spring. But that hasn’t stopped
Presqu’ile Winery in Santa Maria from kicking off its Summer Concert
Series a measly 20 days or so early with Americana band The Dustbowl
Revival on Friday, May 31, and reggae artists Mykal Rose with Sly and
Robbie on Saturday, June 1.
The first of the two acts is a Los Angeles-based eight-piece with five
studio albums under their belt (or belts?). Lead singer Liz Beebe’s jazzy
vocals command the ensemble, made up of horns, strings, and drums.
Although usually labeled as an Americana act, many of the group’s songs
encompass a variety of genres—including soul, funk, and rock. Some of
their biggest influences include Fleetwood Mac, Paul Simon, and Aretha
Franklin. Doors open at 6 p.m. for their May 31 performance. Tickets
range from $20 to $25.
Mykal Rose has been performing his militant brand of reggae since the
mid ’70s, with several solo singles to his name—including “Guess Who’s
Coming to Dinner,” “Clap the Barber,” and “Running Around.” Although
he’s probably best known for his work with reggae group Black Uhuru,
EIGHT BAES A WEEK: Americana eight-piece The Dustbowl Revival will be performing at

Double trouble

Presqu’ile Winery on Friday, May 31.
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E xplore the Channel Islands National Park
H I K E • C A M P • K AYA K • W H A L E WAT C H

Island Wildlife Cruises • Painted Cave Cruises
Book
Online

Photo by Doug Mangum

Authorized Concessionaire

ISLANDPACKERS.COM • 805-642-1393
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MUSIC
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN ALAN CONNERLEY

PHOTO COURTESY OF MYKAL ROSE

LOCAL NOTES from page 25
Rose has been recording and touring the U.S.
and Europe as a solo artist since the early ’90s.
Some of his biggest solo hits include “Monkey
Business,” “Visit Them,” and “One a We Two a
We”—each produced by musical duo Sly and
Robbie, who will be accompanying Rose during
his June 1 performance. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
and tickets range from $25 to $30.

More music

BOOK OF JOHN: Local singer/songwriter John Alan Connerley
will be performing at Blast 825 Brewery on Friday, May 31.

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 25
p.m. $20. 805-878-6793. kupaoa.com/. Unity Chapel of
Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt.

RIPTIDE AND SANDY Featuring Riptide Big Band with
guest vocalist, Sandy Smallwood. Grant funded by the
Community Foundation of San Luis Obispo County. June
9, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-813-5186. RiptideBB.com.
Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.
SINGER/SONGWRITER JOHN ALAN
CONNERLEY Singer/songwriter John Alan Connerley
performs crafted originals, romantic ballads, vintage
pop, upbeat party numbers, and soft rock. He will
also delve into his country western music songbook.
May 31, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Free. 805-934-3777.
johnalanconnerley.com/calendar-performances. Blast
825 Brewery, 241 S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

ARROYO GRANDE VILLAGE SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES: UNFINISHED BUSINESS The Arroyo
Grande Village Summer Concert Series presents
Unfinished Business. June 9, 1-3 p.m. Free. 805-4732250. arroyograndevillage.org/summer-concert-series.
Heritage Square Park, 201 Nelson St., Arroyo Grande.

BURNING, BAD, AND COOL CD RELEASE PARTY
The trio will augment their sound with Wayne Walcoff on
keys and Daryl Vandruff on drums. May 31, 7-10 p.m.
$10 in advance; $15 at the door. 805-927-8330. Painted
Sky Studios, 715 Main St, Cambria, Paintedskystudios.
com.

A CELEBRATION OF SONG Presented by the SLO

Vocal Arts Ensemble. May 30, 7 p.m. $20-$35. The
Monarch Club at Trilogy Monarch Dunes, 1645 Trilogy
Parkway, Nipomo, 805-343-7530.

PACIFIC BREEZE CONCERTS IN PISMO BEACH
The City of Pismo Beach Recreation Division proudly
presents the 11th annual Pacific Breeze Concerts at
Pismo Beach Rotary Amphitheater. June 9, 1-3:30 p.m.
Free. 805-773-7063. pismobeach.org/73/Recreation.
Dinosaur Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY: NATHAN AND JESSIE
Nathan Rivera and Jessie Andra Smith blend their jazzy
folk and bluesy originals, backed by resonator guitars
and accordion. June 5, 6-8:30 p.m. Free; tips accepted.
805-489-9099. songwriteratplay.com. Branch Street
Deli, 203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CAL POLY CHOIRS SPRING CONCERT: FOR THE
BEAUTY OF THE EARTH This concert will include
musical works centered around the themes of nature
and the natural world. June 2, 3 p.m. $12 and $14
general; $9 and $12 students. 805-756-4849. music.
calpoly.edu/calendar. Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand
Ave., San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY INSTRUMENTAL STUDENT RECITAL
A free recital presented by Cal Poly Music Department
student instrumentalists. May 30, 11 a.m.-noon and
June 6, 11 a.m.-noon Free admission; campus parking
enforced. 805-756-2406. music.calpoly.edu/calendar/.
Cal Poly Davidson Music Center, Room 218, Cal Poly,
San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY JAZZ NIGHT CONCERT Paul Rinzler
will direct Cal Poly’s University Jazz Bands for the last

The Maverick Saloon in Santa Ynez presents
Ghost in the Machine, a tribute to The Police,
on Friday, May 31, at 8 p.m. I usually check the
saloon’s website for their live music calendar, but
this time it was a message in a bottle that informed
me. The S.O.S. note also indicated that the Jimi
Nelson Band would be performing at the same
venue on Saturday, June 1, and Sunday, June 2
(both performances start at 8 p.m.).
Surf rock band Tiki Luau Lounge performs
at the Cold Spring Tavern on Friday, May 31,
from 6 to 9 p.m. This local act is known for
blending garage and classic surf rock to create

a unique alternative surf sound of their own.
The tavern also hosts blues/country group The
Reserve (from 1 to 4 p.m.) and rock cover band
Flight 805 (from 5 to 8 p.m.) on Saturday, June
1. Country/rock artist Sean Wiggins takes the
stage on Sunday, June 2, from 1:15 to 4 p.m.,
followed by folk and roots group Kelly’s Lot,
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Central Coast-based singer/songwriter John
Alan Connerley will be performing at Blast
825 Brewery in Orcutt on Friday, May 31, from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Connerley’s résumé spans
a variety of genres, with songs ranging from
romantic ballads to upbeat party numbers.
In celebration of the Santa Maria Elks Rodeo,
Connerley will be performing some of his
country originals. Also in Orcutt, blues, soul,
and rock group Shaky Groundz performs at
Naughty Oak Brewing Company on Saturday,
June 1, from 6 to 9 p.m. Admission to the show
is free, and food from AR Catering will be
available for purchase. ❍
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote this week’s
Local Notes. Contact him at cwiseblood@
newtimesslo.com.

REGGAE ROYALTY: Reggae artists Mykal Rose with Sly and
Robbie will be performing at Presqu’ile Winery on Saturday,
June 1.

time. He’s retiring as director of jazz studies. Two big
bands with vocalists and two combos will perform. June
1, 8 p.m. $9-$14. 805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu/
calendar/. Spanos Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

A CELEBRATION OF SONG Presented by the SLO

805 NIGHTS For ages 21-and-over only. Come
enjoy dancing to your favorite music videos. Fridays,
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Free. 805-219-0977.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe.

CAL POLY SYMPHONY SPRING CONCERT:
FATE Come join the symphony as it traces the crushing

JAZZ VESPERS CONCERT Jazz Vespers Concerts
returns to the historic sanctuary at SLO First
Presbyterian Church welcoming the Dave Becker
Trio playing Brazilian choro music. June 9, 4 p.m.
Donations appreciated. 805-543-5451. fpcslo.org. First
Presbyterian Church of San Luis Obispo, 981 Marsh St.,
San Luis Obispo.

DJ VEGA: OLD SCHOOL AND PARTY MIX

depths of despair and passionate moments of hope in
Tchaikovsky’s epic musical struggle. June 8, 8 p.m.
$12 and $14 general; $9 and $12 students. 805-7564849. music.calpoy.edu/calendar/. Performing Arts
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY VOCAL STUDENT RECITAL A free
recital presented by Cal Poly Music Department student
vocalists. June 6, 7:30 p.m. Free admission; campus
parking enforced. 805-756-2406. music.calpoly.edu/
calendar/. Cal Poly Davidson Music Center, Room 218,
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY WIND BANDS’ SPRING CONCERT:
COLOR OF SOUND The Wind Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble investigate the relationship between spectra
of music and visual color through works by James
Stephenson and Michael Colgrass. June 9, 3 p.m. $12
and $14 general; $9 and $12 students. 805-756-4849.
music.calpoly.edu/calendar/. Performing Arts Center,
1 Grand Ave., San Luis
Obispo.

Vocal Arts Ensemble. June 1, 8-10 p.m. $20-$40.
Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, 751 Palm Street,
San Luis Obispo, 781-8220, missionsanluisobispo.org/.

SAN LUIS OBISPO WIND ORCHESTRA
“TRIBUTE” Violinist Brynn Albanese joins the SLO
Wind Orchestra in the world premiere of David Rackley’s
Triptych. June 2, 3-5 p.m. Varies. 805-464-9434.
slowinds.org. Cuesta College Cultural and Performing
Arts Center, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.

DJ/DANCE
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St.,
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SLO VOCAL ARTS ENSEMBLE

NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights
a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For ages 21-andover. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-925-2405.
ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho Bowl, 128 E Donovan
Rd., Santa Maria.

RANDY LATIN PARTY MIX Fridays, 9:30 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe, 805-2190977.

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free.
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

Cal Poly Brass Ensembles.
June 7, 7:30 p.m. Free.
805-756-2406. music.
calpoly.edu/calendar/. SLO
United Methodist Church,
1515 Fredericks St., San
Luis Obispo.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

KARAOKE WITH DJ RANDY Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe, 805-2190977.

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.

CAL POLY’S ‘AN
EVENING OF
WOODWINDS AND
STRINGS’ CHAMBER
RECITAL Several Cal

CAL POLY’S
POLYRHYTHMICS
PERCUSSION RECITAL

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-3101827. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC

CAL POLY’S ‘ALL THAT
BRASS’ Presented by the

Poly music ensembles
will perform a variety
of traditional and
contemporary repertoire
featuring woodwind and
string instruments. May
31, 7:30 p.m. Free. 805756-2406. music.calpoly.
edu/calendar. SLO United
Methodist Church, 1515
Fredericks St., San Luis
Obispo.

Saturdays, 9 p.m. Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St,
Guadalupe, 805-219-0977.

KARAOKE WITH YSABEL Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m.
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe, 805-2190977.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main
St., Santa Maria.

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES

The SLO Vocal Arts Ensemble presents A Celebration of Song the
Monarch Club at Trilogy in Nipomo on Thursday, May 30, from 7 to
9 p.m. The concert—which will also be held on Saturday, June 1, in
SLO and on Sunday, June 2, in Cambria—features both classic and
contemporary selections. Tickets start at $20 and are available at
the door or online at my805tix.com. Visit vocalarts.org for more info.
—Caleb Wiseblood

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FRONT ROW KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. 773-1010.
Harry’s Night Club And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St.,
Pismo Beach, harryspismobeach.com.

JAWZ KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. Harry’s Night Club
And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.

KARAOKE WITH DJ SAM Sundays Mongo’s Saloon,
359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805-489-3639.

June 4 Free. 805-7562406. music.calpoly.edu/
calendar. Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand Ave., San
Luis Obispo.

Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

A CELEBRATION OF SONG! Experience soaring

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing

Buffalo Pub And Grill, 717 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. Free.
805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT 7SISTERS For musicians, poets,

harmonies and uplifting music sung by San Luis Obispo’s
award winning community choir, in a lively mix of
classical and contemporary songs to celebrate the gift
of music. June 1, 8-10 p.m. $20-$40. 805-541-6797.
vocalarts.org. Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, 751
Palm Street, San Luis Obispo.

26 • Sun • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

SAN LUIS OBISPO

KARAOKE NIGHT SUNDAYS AT BUFFALO PUB
AND GRILL Sundays, 8 p.m. Free. 805-544-5155.

and comedians. Family-friendly. Performers get a free beer.
Sundays, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7sistersbrewing.
com/calendar. 7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm
Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo. ❍

2019 SAN LUIS OBISPO

greek
festival
GREEK FOOD, LIVE MUSIC, GREEK DANCING,
GREEK PASTRIES, ENTERTAINMENT

juNE 1-2 @ madonna expo center
11 AM - 7 PM SATURDAY | 11 AM - 6 PM SUNDAY
A portion of the proceeds will be given to the Noor Foundation.

GreekFestivalSLO.com

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY, 5/31 AT 10AM

Free Admission & Parking!
Sponsored By St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
232 Foothill Blvd., San Luis Obispo, Ca 93405 | 805-546-8337

2019 SAN LUIS OBISPO

award-Winning
community
greek
Journalism Right heRe on
the central coAst
festival
Free. eveRy thursday.

Northern santa Barbara county’s news & enteRtainment Weekly

santamariasun.com
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Santa Maria

POLICE COUNCIL

11th Annual

GOLF
TOURNAMENT
and Comedy Night
MONDAY JUNE 10TH, 2019
S A N TA M A R I A C O U N T RY C L U B
 Cash Prizes

REGISTER

 Full Auto

NOW@

 Less Lethal Hole
 Sharp Shooter Hole

smpcgolf.com

 Taco & Tequila Hole

call/text 805-268-1669
Book your spot for a fun day of golf
& fun and evening of great food,
auctions and comedy!

Featuring Comedian

Rocky LaPorte

SUPPORTING THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE SMPD

2019 Best of Northern Santa Barbara County Readers Poll

VOTE
NOW!
Voting ends at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 10

Winners will be announced in our August 8 publication.
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Arts Briefs
The Book Loft hosts
Clover Blue book signing
Local author Eldonna Edwards will be signing copies of
her new book, Clover Blue, at the Book Loft in Solvang on
Saturday, June 8, from 1 to 2 p.m. The novel is a comingof-age tale set during the 1970s in Northern California.
The 12-year-old Clover Blue lives at a commune known
as the Saffron Freedom Community. Just as Clover is
beginning to question his own beliefs about the group and
their guru Goji, a runaway teen named Rain arrives and
sparks new tensions.
Admission to the book signing is free. Copies of Clover
Blue will be available for purchase. The Book Loft is
located at 1680 Mission Drive, Solvang. Call (805) 6886010 or visit bookloftsolvang.com for more information.

Fesler Drama Club
presents The Lion, The
Witch, and The Wardrobe
The Fesler Junior High Drama Club holds its first
performance of The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe—a
theatrical adaptation of C.S. Lewis’ classic novel—on
Friday, May 31, at 7 p.m. Two more performances take
place the following day, Saturday, June 1, at 2 and 7 p.m.
Chanel Corpuz directs this dramatization of the
beloved children’s book about four siblings who discover
a gateway to Narnia—a mysterious, new world inhabited
by Aslan the lion, the White Witch, and other mythical
characters.
Tickets to The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe
are $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $2 for children.
Performances take place in the school’s cafeteria. Fesler
Junior High School is located at 1100 E. Fesler St., Santa
Maria. For more information, contact Drama Club Advisor
Mark Wall at (805) 361-7916.

Hancock College honors
retiring faculty and staff
Allan Hancock College honored 20 retiring faculty
and staff members during a recognition ceremony on
Thursday, May 16. Dance professor Dianne McMahon,
retiring after 38 years, and English professor Marla
Allegre, retiring after 31 years, were among the honorees.
McMahon started her career at the college as a dance
instructor and is retiring as the coordinator of the school’s
dance program.
“I will miss my students,” McMahon said in a release.
“Their sense of energy, life, and interest in the future has
always given me the drive to keep coming to Hancock on a
daily basis.”
Aside from teaching English courses, Allegre also
helped design the shared governance structure of the
college and has served as president of the school’s
academic senate.
“I have seen students in my classes surmount
obstacles, both personal and socioeconomic, and rise
up to meet their educational goals,” Allegre said in the
release. “I’d like to think that somehow their experiences
in my courses helped them get there.” m
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood.
Send information to cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

CLASS IN SESSION: Participants of Jim Tyler’s workshop at the Wildling Museum of Art and Nature on Saturday, June 8, will be able to learn some of his pastel secrets firsthand while painting Big Sur.

Light makes right

IMAGE COURTESY OF JIM TYLER

Pastel artist Jim Tyler captures
intimate glimpses of everyday life
through light and shadow
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

J

was painted from a

photo Tyler took of his
im Tyler almost always paints from
son during a train ride
photographs, and they’re usually ones he’s
in Thailand. As is with
taken himself. Although it’s currently a
all of Tyler’s works,
matter of preference, Tyler first approached the
lighting is the key
method when it was practically his only option.
element to notice. The
“I had a career in computer engineering, and
way Tyler meticulously
the only time I had for art was later at night—
captures the subtlest
right after work and after the kids had gone to
details of sunlight and
LET THE SUNSHINE IN: Jim Tyler’s Daybreak, Train to Chiang Mai was painted from a photo he
bed,” Tyler told the Sun.
shadow within the scene took of his son during a train ride in Thailand.
Trying to paint the perfect sunset at Avila
gives the painting a life of
Beach can be tricky when it’s past dusk and
But Tyler’s pastel creations aren’t simply a
its own.
you’re already home for the night, but not for
matter of imitation, he explained, when it comes
“Many
people
think
of
washed-out
children’s
Tyler. Thanks to an almost lifelong hobby of
to painting from photos.
portraits when they think of pastels,” he
photography, he’s never been short on his own
“A great photo gives me a good head start for a
continued.
“But
with
the
quality
of
pastels
and
photos to draw from.
painting,
but I rarely try to reproduce the photo
paper available today, the intensity of shadows,
“I have a stack of a hundred 12-inch-by-18-inch
exactly. Photography makes the shadow areas
highlights,
and
color
is
just
amazing.”
photos in my art room, and hundreds more on
too dark and the highlight areas too light, so the
What Tyler admires most about the medium
my computer,” Tyler said. “Photography has been
painting has to be adjusted in those areas,” Tyler
is
how
direct
it
can
be,
he
said,
as
there
isn’t
any
an instant art fix for me when I didn’t have much
said. “I don’t feel an obligation to paint every
mixing of colors on a palette, unlike regular
time to paint. Taking thousands of photos over
object in the photo or use the same colors either.”
brush
painting.
While
hard
the years has really helped my
This wasn’t always the philosophy Tyler held,
pastels and pastel pencils
composition skills too.”
he explained while describing the early stages of
Learn
by
doing
can
be
quite
effective,
Tyler
“I’m always taking photos
his painting career.
Jim Tyler hosts Painting Big Sur with
actually prefers finessing soft
with the intent to paint them,
“I followed an arc with my painting where
Pastels at the Wildling Museum of Art
pastels
in
order
to
perfect
the
I just don’t have time to paint
and Nature on Saturday, June 8, from 1 to
I
became
more and more realistic as I tried to
smaller details in his pieces.
them all,” he continued.
4 p.m. This workshop is open to ages 18
master the medium. I got to a point where I felt
It’s
these
intricacies
that
Some of the photos come
and over and is suitable for all skill levels.
like I could reproduce anything exactly,” Tyler
achieve the photorealistic
from carefully coordinated
Admission is $65, plus $10 for materials.
said. “And then I had to ask myself, ‘Now what?’
sensibility
most
of
Tyler’s
shoots, while others are far
The museum is located at 1511 Mission
I’ve been working on getting more emotion and
pieces
share.
more candid. Daybreak, Train
Drive, Solvang. Call (805) 688-1082 or
movement into my art. It’s much more enjoyable
“That’s
where
the
intensity
of
to Chiang Mai, for example,
visit wildlingmuseum.org for more info.
ARTS continued page 30
pastels really shines,” he said.
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ART SCENE

ARTS

Constant wanderlust
Susanne Schenck exhibits travel and
nature photography at Grossman Gallery
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Meet the artist

The opening reception for Susanne Schenck’s photography
exhibit at Grossman Gallery takes place on Saturday, June 1,
from 6 to 9 p.m. The exhibit runs through Saturday, June 29. The
gallery is located inside the Lompoc Public Library, 501 E. North
Ave., Lompoc. Call (805) 717-3511 for more info.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SUSANNE SCHENCK

hostess, after
moving to
orn and raised in Sweden, photographer
Gothenburg, the
Susanne Schenck developed a passion for
nature and wildlife long before ever picking second largest
city in Sweden.
up a camera. One consistent source of nostalgia
“It was a lot of
for Schenck is the memory of her childhood
fun traveling on
home, near a forest just 1 mile outside the small
the train all over
town of Osby.
“We had a huge meadow— several acres— in Scandinavia,”
Schenck said.
front of our house. We’d often watch moose
The desire
and deer and other animals cross,” Schenck told
to
travel only
the Sun. “The area mostly consisted of a deep,
dark evergreen forest. The only thing you’d hear grew from there.
At 24, Schenck
would be a squirrel running up or down a tree,
took a leap of
a rabbit running into a bush, or birds singing.”
Schenck’s love for travel also started at a young faith and moved
to the U.S. with
age, she said as she fondly recalled memories
one of her best
of her family’s trailer and hitting the road for
friends.
weekends when the weather was good enough.
“I was trying
“We camped all over southern Scandinavia
to find out what
as many months out of the year as we could,”
JUMP TO IT: A collection of Susanne Schenck’s travel and nature photos will be on display at the
I was going to
Schenck said. “New adventures every summer
Grossman Gallery in Lompoc, starting Saturday, June 1.
do
with
my
life,”
weekend. The rest of the year, it was too cold.
Schenck said. “I
“I’ve always had an adventurous mind
up a portfolio.
had just ended a 7-year-long relationship, and
though,” she continued. “As an adult, I wanted
“I have always been mesmerized by the idea
all I had was a suitcase of my belongings.”
to travel for longer periods of the year.”
of photography. To be able to stop a moment in
After
moving
to
Los
Angeles,
Schenck
found
Wanderlust followed Schenck into her early
time and record it is somehow enticing,” said
work as a secretary and obtained a student visa
20s and enticed her to take a job as a train
Schenck, who believes a good photo should be
in order to start college. She
an opportunity for its viewers to temporarily
met her future husband,
flee their own reality.
Lloyd, while taking general
After realizing photography could be more
education classes at El
than just a casual hobby, Schenck decided to join
Camino College.
the Lompoc Photographers Guild earlier this
Destiny brought the two to
year. A selection of her travel and nature photos
Lompoc in 1998, where they
will be on display at the Grossman Gallery in
both found jobs—Lloyd as
Lompoc— starting Saturday, June 1— which
an engineer and Susanne
marks Schenck’s second public exhibition
as a teacher. But Schenck’s
(Cypress Gallery in April marked her first).
globetrotting days were
More than any other reaction, Schenck hopes
far from over at that point.
attendees’ minds will be transported— as if
Over the next few years, the
they were actually there with Schenck in person
couple enjoyed vacations to
on her various adventures.
Hawaii, Costa Rica, Iceland,
“I want my viewers feel like they are there in
and Australia. It was during
my images— seeing what I saw and enjoying it
their adventures that Schenck
just as much as I did.” m
realized how passionate she
felt about documenting these
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood wants to travel
trips—and that the amount
SENSE OF ADVENTURE: Lompoc photographer Susanne Schenck hopes viewers of her
more. Forward Groupon deals to cwiseblood@
of photos she had taken was
landscapes feel as if they were actually there with her in person on her various travels.
newtimesslo.com.
more than enough to make

B
Roxy
Roxy is a lover. At 8 years young
she is an energetic, playful girl.
How can you resist that face!
Stop by any one of our three
shelters to find your furever friend:

548 W. Foster · Santa Maria
1501 W. Central · Lompoc
5473 Overpass Rd · Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter
548 W. Foster Road, Santa Maria
This ad is sponsored by the

PRIVATE PARTIES:

List your

FOR SALE
items

FOR FREE
in our
classifieds!

Send up to 30 words and 1 photo to:
classifieds@santamariasun.com
with the subject line: Free Classy
Your ad will appear in print
in the Sun for 2 weeks! FREE!

IMAGE COURTESY OF JIM TYLER

ARTS from page 29
than trying to reproduce a photo, and the artwork is livelier.”
Whether the subject is a stranger sitting alone in a café or the
artist’s cat perched in his living room, Tyler enjoys painting life’s
little moments. But he’s no stranger to painting vast landscapes
as well, from the Caribbean shore of Tulum, to Yosemite’s
Tuolumne River.
As for more local destinations, some of Tyler’s landscape
subjects include Bishop Peak and Morro Rock. Participants of
Tyler’s workshop at the Wildling Museum of Art and Nature
on Saturday, June 8, will be able to learn some of his pastel
secrets firsthand while painting Big Sur. Reference photos will
be available, and the class is open to all skill levels, including
beginners, Tyler said.
“It’s an easy medium to learn because it’s so forgiving.
Mistakes can be easily brushed away,” Tyler said. “When I teach
workshops, I think in terms of removing obstacles that would
keep people from being successful. Don’t own pastels? Borrow
mine. Don’t know how to draw? I bring a pre-sketched paper so
that we can jump right into using pastels.” m
Arts Editor Caleb Wiseblood would gladly accept pre-sketched
paper to paint on. Contact him at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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LIFE’S LITTLE MOMENTS: One of Jim Tyler’s favorite pastel pieces of his own is Calico Shadows.
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JUN 13 - 30

A Tony
Winning
Musical
Comedy

SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER

Nelly Guerra
AHC Class of 2017

LOV
E & MURDER

Book and Lyrics by

Robert L. Freedman

Music and Lyrics by

Steven Lutvak

Based on a Novel by

Roy Horniman

JUN 20 - 29 MARIAN THEATRE SANTA MARIA
JUL 5 - 28 SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER

After discovering Hancock’s student support
services and a passion for agriculture, first-

ELVIS PRESLEY | JERRY LEE LEWIS | JOHNNY CASH | CARL PERKINS

generation AHC alum Nelly Guerra changed
her odds and is now a Cornell University graduate.

Change your odds at Hancock today!
Register now for summer AND fall classes.

JUL 18 - 27 MARIAN THEATRE SANTA MARIA
AUG 2 - 25 SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER

Summer classes begin - June 10
Fall classes begin - August 19
www.hancockcollege.edu/summerfall

OR CUT T

AUG 15 - 24 MARIAN THEATRE SANTA MARIA
AUG 29 - SEP 8 SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER

Family Owned and Operated Since the Early ’80s!
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Dorks in full bloom

Film Reviews
ALADDIN

What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc,
Parks Plaza
Co-writer and director Guy Richie (Lock, Stock and
Two Smoking Barrels, Snatch, King Arthur: Legend
of the Sword) helms this live-action remake of Disney’s
animated 1992 film of the same name. Mena Massoud takes
on the title role as a kindhearted street urchin who dreams
of winning the heart of Jasmine (Naomi Scott), a princess
living a constricted life. Aladdin is ordered by Grand Vizier
Jafar (Marwan Kenzari) to bring him a magical lamp, but
Aladdin soon discovers the lamp, when rubbed, releases a
genie (Will Smith), who grants the lamp bearer’s wishes.
Can Aladdin use the genie to stop Jafar’s evil intentions and
win the heart of his love?
I would be very interested to see this Aladdin one more
time (probably an understatement) with someone who
has never seen the original. This year’s remake is by no
means better than the 1992 film, but it’s still a gem in
its own right—or should I say a diamond in the rough?
But I’m curious if there are any huge faults I’m ignoring
because my brain is subconsciously filling in those blanks
with plot details from the original film. I need an outsider’s
perspective! Who out there hasn’t seen the animated film?
Putting a Craigslist ad out tonight: Seeking someone who
had a terrible childhood.
If you peek at the film’s reviews on Rotten Tomatoes,
you’ll notice how polarizing the reactions to Aladdin have
been—with a critics’ score of 58 percent versus an
audience score of 94 percent. I’m happy (and darn proud)
to say I’m with the latter crowd. There’s nothing glaringly
bad about Aladdin that I can think of—and believe me,
I’ve tried. But please, don’t go in expecting Smith’s take as
the genie to top Robin Williams’ unmatchable performance.
Smith does his own thing. It’s nowhere near Williams’ level,
but it’s enjoyable enough. The overall vibe reminded me a lot
of Hitch, where Smith played a dating coach who mentors a
bumbling client (Kevin James) into winning someone’s heart.
Massoud has great chemistry with both Smith and Scott,
but now I can’t help imagining James in the Aladdin role.
Aladdin Blart: Mall Cop? Quick, I need a lamp. I have a wish.
(128 min.)
—Caleb Wiseblood

PICK

CAPTAIN MARVEL
What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In
Co-writers and directors Anna Boden and Ryan
Fleck (Mississippi Grind) helm this new installation
in the Marvel Universe. In 1995, former U.S. Air Force fighter
pilot Carol Danvers (Brie Larson) becomes the superhero
Captain Marvel, joining an intergalactic cohort called
Starforce before returning home to discover Earth is caught

PICK

FILM REVIEWS continued page 33

SCORING

FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing
MATINEE..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT...........It’s worth a rental
STREAM IT.....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

Kathleen Gerber, 2018

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNAPURNA PICTURES
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n her feature-length directorial debut, actress
Olivia Wilde helms this comedy about teenage
besties Amy (Kaitlyn Dever) and Molly (Beanie
Feldstein), who on the eve of their high school
graduation realize they squandered their chance
at fun by concentrating too much on being
academic superstars. Can they cram four years of
missed shenanigans into one night? (102 min.)

morning
meditation,
which is
basically a power
rant saying “f***
you” to her
fellow students
who she feels are
lesser, followed
Glen: Think of Booksmart as a female version
by a super
of Superbad, but with even more heart. Like
dorky dance
NERD PATROL: Academic superstars and besties Amy (Kaitlyn Dever, left) and Molly (Beanie Feldstein)
Superbad’s Evan (Michael Cera) and Seth (Jonah
session when
decide to make their final night as high schoolers one to remember, in Booksmart.
Hill), Amy and Molly (played by Hill’s real-life
Amy swings
sister, Feldstein) are codependent high schoolers
by in her sweet
turns up as their Lyft driver, much to his shame,
desperate for a good time before they move
Volvo to get them to school. The two are clearly
which was a nice little side comment on the
on to the next stage of their lives. While Amy
inseparable nerds with a bit of a superiority
substandard pay for teachers. The film certainly
is leaving for a summer trip to Africa to teach
complex, especially in Molly’s case. Her bettergets better as it goes along, and its climax at
Botswana women how to make tampons—yes, a
than-you attitude quickly crumbles when she
lot of the comedy is lowbrow—Molly is heading
hears Triple A and a couple of kids she considers valedictorian Molly’s graduation speech and
denouement as the besties must finally go their
to Yale, a goal she sought her entire high school
dumb jocks in the coed bathroom talking
separate ways, are both pure gold. Yes, this is
career. When she discovers all the students
about what a “butter personality” she has. She
a dumb, lowbrow comedy, but it’s also a smart
around her who partied their way through
tries to come out of the stall unfazed, with the
coming-of-age story, an insightful examination
school also got into good schools, she realizes
retort of “I’m going to Yale, what are the rest
of high school dynamics, and a heartfelt story
she and Amy could have done both—had fun
of you doing?” Her bravado is quickly dashed
of friendship. It’s worthy of a trip to the theater.
and studied. The film is naturally filled with
when she finds out that even the “dumb jocks”
Of course, you do have to witness a girl getting
stereotypes that our heroines feel superior to,
got into great schools, and all of her hard work
barfed on, so prepare yourself.
from jock Nick (Mason Gooding), who Molly
didn’t put her ahead of anyone else. Recipe for
Anna: Sudeikis is pretty great as Principal
has a secret crush on, to possibly-lesbian skater
the “good girls” to go out for one last crazy
Brown-turned-Lyft driver. He’s got his minivan
chick Ryan (Victoria Ruesga), who out-sincenight of fun? You bet! The nuttiness amps up
all decked out to party hearty. He’s trying to play
the-10th-grade Amy definitely has a crush on.
with every stop along the way as they work to
it cool with the girls, but when Molly suggests
There’s also pretentious theater
finally get to Nick’s house
Amy check out a little girl-on-girl porn to study
geek George (Noah Galvin);
party. First, they wind up on a
some moves, he accidentally taps into their audio
desperate-for-attention
boat with Gigi and Jared, then
BOOKSMART
and the whole thing plays out as terribly as you
rich goofball Jared (Skyler
at
a
murder
mystery
party
at
What’s it rated? R
would guess. Most of the night the girls don’t
Gisondo) and the rich girl he
George’s house, and finally to
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
even know where Nick’s big bash is, so a lot of
fawns over, Gigi (Billie Lorde);
the
coveted
poolside
party
at
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
their antics are in pursuit of that simple bit of
the girl with a slut reputation
Nick’s. Of course, things don’t
Where’s it showing? Santa Maria 14
info. They try doing what they do best—hitting
known as Triple A (for her
turn out like a fairy tale, but
up the local college library with their fake
roadside assistance, get it?);
for our benefit there’s a whole
student IDs to try and outsmart the problem,
smoldering hot outsider Hope (Diana Silvers);
lot of fun in this disaster of a night.
but when all else fails, a convoluted plan to scare
and a few other high school tropes. We see them
Glen: The interaction between the kids is
a pizza delivery dude winds up gifting them
trade jabs in class and snowplow over each
definitely the film’s highlight, but the “adults”
with the address. It’s a typical high school big
other’s feelings, and eventually their interactions
in the film also up the humor. Amy’s fawning
bash complete with drinking games and sexual
culminate in an outrageous house party. If you
parents, Charmaine (Lisa Kudrow) and Doug
tension galore. Both leads have been working
aren’t bothered by potty humor and a series of
(Will Forte), are open to Amy’s sexuality
actresses for a bit, but Booksmart is one that will
cringe-worthy interactions, there’s a lot of fun to
and vaguely think she and Molly are an item.
put them on the map. It’s gross and silly and all
be had here, not to mention poignant moments
They’re even dorkier than their daughter
the great things that make slapstick-y humor
illustrating the meaning of friendship and the
in their lame attempts to be “cool.” Jessica
great, but it’s also smart and soulful and filled
ways we pigeonhole and make judgments about
Williams stars as Miss Fine, the girls’ hot
with a lot of relatable reality. This is worth a
one another.
teacher who respects their studiousness even
watch in theaters, and I wouldn’t be surprised if I
Anna: This one was a lot of unexpected fun.
though the girls’ peers see it as a mark of their
watch it again at home. It’s just a good time. ❍
From the screwball antics to the surprisingly
loser status. Principal Brown (Jason Sudeikis)
tender moments, it’s a blast. It weaves a
is clearly exasperated by Amy and Molly’s
Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior
predictable path but nevertheless has a bunch
relentless earnestness and just wants to get
Staff Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna.
of fun doing it. The film opens with Molly’s
them out of school. He later serendipitously
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

Dylan Kyle, 2018

Winning
Images

Cary Geihs, 2018

Wes Bracken, 2018

Barry Goyette, 2018

Thanks for entering our 24th Annual Photography Contest & Exhibition!
WINNERS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN OUR JUNE 20 PUBLICATIONS

32 • Sun • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

Opening night at the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art is June 19, 2019.

FILM
PHOTO COURTESY OF WALT DISNEY PICTURES

FILM REVIEWS from page 32
in a war between two alien species.
The plot is a bit more complicated than what’s above. The
story opens when Vers, as Carol is known in the Kree capital
planet of Hala, is training to become a Kree warrior. Her
problem, as her training partner and team leader Yon-Rogg
(Jude Law) tells her, is she can’t control her emotions when
she’s in battle. Vers is a bit of hot mess. Women, right?
She suffers from nightmares involving another woman (Annette
Bening), and she doesn’t remember her past. Much of the film
moves back and forth in time as Carol slowly pieces together her
life before she became a Kree fighter and member of Starforce,
which is at war with the Skrulls, shape-shifting aliens who can
disguise themselves as anyone they come in contact with.
I don’t want to give too much of the inventive plot away.
Part of the film’s fun is that viewers are as much in the dark
about Carol’s past and what’s happening between the Kree
and the Skrulls as she is. Suffice it to say, the story heats up
when Carol eventually find herself back on Earth, where her
arrival, crashing through the roof of a Blockbuster Video store
and finding communication gear at a Radio Shack—yes,
it’s definitely 1995—draws the attention of the authorities,
specifically Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson), an agent of a
fledgling covert group called S.H.I.E.L.D.
Over all, it’s an entertaining origin story of Captain Marvel
as well as a rousing feminist saga as Carol discovers who she
is and what she’s capable of.
I wasn’t sure how Brie Larson would be as Captain Marvel,
but thankfully she approaches the role with humor. Gotta
love an actress named after cheese, right? Superhero movies
that take themselves too seriously are usually terrible, which
is why Thor: The Dark World (2013) was a bit of a dud for me
while Thor: Ragnarok (2017) was a blast. Superhero stories
are inherently ridiculous, and when the stories and characters
acknowledge that, even winkingly, they’re more fun.
Vers comes off as irreverent and bordering on disrespectful
of her superiors. As she learns more about her past, she begins
to suspect she’s been manipulated. She eventually locates her
old pilot friend, Maria Rambeau (Lashana Lynch), now retired
from the Air Force and living a quiet life with her daughter,
Monica (Akira Akbar), who still remembers Auntie Carol from
the old days. Vers makes a great role model for Monica, who
also gets to see her mom get back into pilot action.
Jackson as Nick Fury has a lot of fun in his role and doesn’t
seem phased by the strong women around him, but the film’s
scene stealer is Goose, a big orange tabby.
Lots of great action sequences, solid special effects,
and with a classic tee-up for future sequels, Captain Marvel
manages to entertain and inspire without resorting to didactic
lecture, but viewers will certainly be reminded of the old adage,
“Don’t judge a book by its cover.” (124 min.)
—Glen Starkey
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARV FILMS

is the crazy-kooky world of the
international assassins’ guild
with exclusive assassin-friendly
Continental Hotels in major cities
and elaborate rules set by the High
Table regarding blood pacts and
markers and who’s allowed to kill
whom and where. It’s an attempt
to bring some semblance of honor
to the proceedings. Even after
Wick is made excommunicado, he’s
still able to call in his marker with
The Director (Angelica Huston),
YOUNG LOVE: Can street urchin Aladdin (Mena Massoud, right) win the heart of Jasmine
who runs a Belarusian ballet and
wrestling school, where Wick was
(Naomi Scott)? Find out in the live action remake of Aladdin.
apparently trained.
There are also questions of
loyalty between New York Continental Hotel manager Winston
(Ian McShane) and his concierge Charon (Lance Reddick), who
GODZILLA: KING OF THE MONSTERS
allowed Wick an hour’s head start and are now under scrutiny
What’s it rated? PG-13
by The Adjudicator (Asia Kate Dillon), who the High Table sent
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
to mete out justice.
Monarch, a cryptozoological agency, tries to deal
The Adjudicator also visits The Director and the Bowery
with the emergence of monsters—Godzilla, Mothra,
King (Laurence Fishburne), the latter of whom runs a group of
Rodan, and King Ghidorah—who are battling for supremacy on
“homeless” street thugs and whom she also deems guilty of
Earth. Co-written and directed by Michael Dougherty (Krampus,
helping Wick by not killing him on sight when he had the chance.
Trick ’r Treat), the film stars Kyle Chandler, Vera Farmiga, and
The High Table’s assassin is Zero (Mark Dacascos), a
Ken Watanabe. (131 min.)
samurai-esque martial arts master with a legion of ninja-like
—Glen students. Part of the story’s humor is Zero’s fawning flattery
of Wick, who’s regarded as the best assassin. Zero desperately
wants Wick’s approval, even though he’s trying to kill him.
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3—PARABELLUM
All these competing factions are set-ups for the inevitable fourth
What’s it rated? R
installment, where director Stahelski will have to take another crack
What’s it worth? Full price
at topping the over-the-top action of the first three films. Can he do
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
it? I, for one, will be in the audience to find out. (130 min.)
Directed by Chad Stahelski (John Wick, John Wick:
—Glen
Chapter 2) and picking up mere hours after the
PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.
second installment, this third in the series follows Wick’s
(Keanu Reeves) attempt to escape after a $14-million bounty
is placed on his head for breaking an international assassins’
guild rule and killing a member of the guild’s upper order inside
the off-limits Continental Hotel. Now every hit man and woman
is after him. About the only killer tentatively on his side is Sofia
(Halle Berry), who owes him a debt.
For sheer mayhem, it’s hard to top the John Wick franchise.
Sure, films like Smokin’ Aces (2006) and Shoot ’Em Up (2007)
have over-the-top gun violence, but compared to the John Wick
films, they come off as cartoonish. And yes, films like OngBak: The Thai Warrior (2003) and The Raid: Redemption (2011)
have comparable hand-to-hand combat scenes, but the fight
choreography in the John Wick films is crazy good and features
MONSTER MASH: A whole slew of monsters—Godzilla,
premiere Hollywood actors trained in the martial arts rather
Mothra, Rodan, and King Ghidorah—battle for supremacy
than martial artists trained as actors.
on Earth, in Godzilla: King of the Monsters.
This third installment in the series has everything you’ve
come to expect—amazing martial arts, knife, and sword fight
scenes; close-quarters gunplay; vehicle (even horse) chases;
and people who love their dogs more than anything.
Director Chad Stahelski was a martial artist first, martial
arts instructor second, Hollywood stuntman third, and came to
ROCKETMAN
direction in 2014 with the first John Wick film. He knows how
What’s it rated? R
to create believable yet dazzling violence, and he ups the ante
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
with some amazing settings, like a fight in what appears to
Dexter Fletcher (Wild Bill, Sunshine on Leith, Eddie the
be a knife museum, a horse stable using horses as weapons,
Eagle) directs “a musical fantasy about the fantastical
an all-glass room, and a Casablanca compound with Berry’s
human story of Elton John’s breakthrough years,” with Taron
character Sofia and her two fierce Belgian Malinois dogs.
Egerton in the lead role as the singer of “Rocket Man,” “Your
The story is a bit thin. It’s basically an escape film followed
Song,” “Daniel,” and dozens of other hits. (121 min.) ❍
by an attack film, but if you like fantasy violence, you’ll be
—Glen
hard-pressed to find a better franchise, and this may be the
best film of the three.
Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer
Perhaps the hardest element for my disbelief to overcome
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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GLAMOR: Taron Egerton stars as Elton John in the fantasy
biopic, Rocketman.

STREET FOOD
When? 2019
What’s it rated? TV-G
Where’s it available? Netflix
y husband and I have devoured every
episode of Netflix’s Chef’s Table and
Ugly Delicious, glasses of wine in hand.
Sometimes, though, a 45- to 60-minute
episode would be too much of a full meal for
a weekday evening. So when the streaming
service/studio launched Street Food, its
newest food documentary series by the
creators of Chef’s Table, we figured its
30-minute episodes would hit the spot. We
came away mostly satisfied.
The setup, premise, and execution
initially feel familiar: The filmmakers take
the audience to the locale, pinpoint it on a
map, show lots of sweeping cinematography,
introduce the chefs—in this case the
hardworking street vendors of nine different
Asian cities—share their stories, and add a
dash of perspective from food journalists.
But instead of dwelling on the main chef
for the entire 30 minutes and giving a deep
sense who they are and everything that goes

M

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

into their dishes,
the episodes
typically interweave
two to three other
street vendors with
the central chef’s
story. This breadth,
even in the short
time span, adds a
taste of each city’s
culture and history.
The series
does manage to
do a beautiful
job of creating
DELICIOUS: Netflix’s first season of its Street Food documentary
intimacy quickly.
series takes viewers on a savory trek through bustling alleys,
The profiled vendors
boulevards, and markets in nine Asian cities, including Bangkok,
have little visible ego
and often shed tears Thailand; Osaka, Japan; and Delhi, India (pictured).
or look inward as they
her and her husband out of deep debt. She
share the tragedies
radiated strength and humility as she talked
they’ve overcome to keep their family’s food
stalls viable. These are stories of triumph and about the ridicule and stiff competition
she endured from the other vendors before
tradition, one day at a time.
becoming successful.
In Seoul, South Korea, food stall owner
In the Singapore episode, Aisha Hashim
Cho Yonsoon opened her now popular shop
shared about returning home from America,
to sell hand-cut noodles in order to bring

where she’d gone to culinary school and had
begun her own career. Her family’s putu piring
stall was failing, so she stepped in, bringing
innovation to keep alive the traditional rice
flour and palm sugar dessert.
While many of the profiled vendors work
alongside multiple generations to keep their
family’s recipes and country’s traditions
alive, a man known as Uncle Goat in Chiayi,
Taiwan, shared that he wants a better life
for his family. He’s among a very few who
can make the goat stew that dates back
to the Sui Dynasty in China, but burying
the individual pots in a smokey furnace is
extremely hazardous.
Street Food is like a dense, richly flavored,
and tightly wrapped lumpia (watch episode
nine about Cebu, Philippines, if you don’t know
what that is). Overall, the series presents
a well-executed buffet of heavy appetizers,
which whet my appetite for even more. (nine
episodes, roughly 30 min. each) ❍
—Andrea Rooks

Entries are due by 5pm on
Monday, June 10, 2019.
Winners will be published
in our July 11, 2019
publications.
For more details:
bit.ly/55Fiction

NewTimesSLO.com
SantaMariaSun.com

www.santamariasun.com • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • Sun • 33

EATS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

FOOD
PHOTOS BY NICK POWELL

SAVORY SECRETS: You can’t see it, but stuffed inside that slightly sweet, chewy wrapping, there’s a whole Mexi-scramble of eggs,
tomatoes, jack cheese, and “soyrizo” (like chorizo, but made out of soy) in this “rooster” crepe from Cups and Crumbs. It’s that
mushroom cream sauce that takes the whole thing to another level, though. Love the sauce!

Crepe loads of flavor
New coffee shop in old Orcutt offers sweet treats and hot drinks
day when you’re drained, but paradoxically,
coffee is best when savored slowly with
s I’ve gotten older, and busier,
nothing to rush to at all.
and more addicted, my general
I re-learned that lesson on a recent
discernment regarding coffee has
Tuesday when I’d gotten up way earlier
waned considerably. Most mornings, I’m
than usual to try some crepes I’d heard
running late and chasing the fix—nuking
good buzz about before starting my regular
whatever’s leftover from yesterday’s pot
day job. Instantly, Cups and Crumbs in old
at home or swinging by McDonald’s to
Orcutt felt like a place
get three of their large
where I could spend
$1 drips as if I’m doing
Sips and such
the whole morning just
the coffee run for the
Cups and Crumbs Coffee Shop and
relaxing, chatting, or
whole office instead of
Homestyle Bakery is located at 156 Broadway
reading. The decor was
feeding the habit of one
St. in Orcutt. This isn’t a drive-through or a
all “up-cycled” country
desperate man.
rush-in-and-out type of place. Wake up half an
chic—menus mounted on
I’d forgotten what
hour earlier than usual and really enjoy a quality
sliding barn door tracks
got me hooked in the
cup of coffee and a little something-something
and a long, communal
first place: Coffee can
to nibble on in this quaint location. Also, I bet
bench that stretched
be fragrant, smooth,
if you call them at (805) 623-5973, they’d set
across the back wall—
nuanced, and nice. It
up one of those coffee and treat bundles people
have at early business meetings.
creating an atmosphere
can give you that boost
that must be downright
to get started on a busy

BY NICK POWELL

A

Come Satisfy
Your Hunger!

Restaurant and Bakery
Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm
Sun: 7am–8pm

Locally owned and operated

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt
(805) 937-1871
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SERVICE WITH A SMILE: Manager Jenessa Rowan hopes their dedication to customer service will set Cups and Crumbs in Orcutt
apart from other coffee shops.

neighborly when the place is crowded.
I treated myself to a latte—the
“magic” mocha made with a rich blend
of dark and white chocolate—and asked
manager Jenessa Rowan what crepe she’d
recommend. She steered me toward the
“rooster,” which had scrambled eggs, jack
cheese, spinach, tomatoes, and “soyrizo”
(like a meatless chorizo) with a mushroom
cream sauce.
I’d never been a fan of crepes, but I think
that’s because I tried the Nutella and fruit
version once, found it overly sweet and kind
of boring, and never bothered to go back.
This savory crepe had everything I want
in a creative breakfast. The wrapping

added a little bit of sweetness to a classic
south-of-the-border scramble, and the
creamy mushroom sauce added a deep,
earthy dimension, almost like a gravy.
Some people don’t, but I freaking love
mushrooms. That sauce was fantastic and
totally made the dish.
I chatted a bit with Rowan while I ate,
and she told me that although the shop had
only been open a little more than a month,
business was already booming. Local
customers have been super supportive, she
said, and Cups and Crumbs hopes to return
the favor.
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Save $2
on a YP2 purchase

Disclaimer:
Save $2.00 on the purchase of any You Pick Two meal.
Valid only at participating Panera Bread® locations
in Santa Maria, Arroyo Grande, and San Luis Obispo.
While supplies last. Limit one coupon per person per
visit per day. Must present coupon when ordering.
Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Void if
modified, copied, reproduced, transferred, purchased,
traded or sold. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. Cash
redemption value 1/20 of one cent. Offer may expire
without notice due to error, fraud or other unforeseen
circumstances. Offer expires 09/05/2019. © 2019
Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

Code: SUNEWYP2

Santa Maria
540 E. Betteravia
(805) 349-9800

Arroyo Grande
1390 W. Branch
(805) 473-9292

San Luis Obispo
299 Madonna Rd
(805) 547-1800

Change Your Breakfast
Change Your Life!

SERVING
PATRICIO’S
PIZZA

WOMEN:
Empowering
each other to reach
their personal goal!
Exercise: M – F
9:00am-6:00pm

Same
Great
Pizza!
Same Great Taste!

$7

aloe juice
energy tea
protein shake

BALANCE NUTRITION
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm Sat-Sun 7am-3pm
1975 S. Broadway Suite E., Santa Maria
(925) 876-4915

Featuring

Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!
NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Recreational Dispensary • Doctor Recommendation Not Required
Adult Use 21+ with Valid ID

15% off First Purchase

A Robinson Crusoe of space
adventure written by H.W. Moss
Illustrated by Steve Moss
Published by

NetNovels.com

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com

10% off Military and Senior
Must Mention Ad
Hours: 10 am – 8 pm

you’ve got an opinion.
What’s Your Take? We know
Everybody’s got one!
This
week’s
online
poll
5/30 –
6/6

Should the 2020 census include a question about citizenship status?
m Yes, the government should know how many U.S. residents are citizens.
m No, it could deter people from responding.
m The data potentially gathered by the question isn’t worth the risk of an
undercount.
m I assumed that was already a question.

Enter your choice
online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

Find us on Weedmaps

Leaf Dispensary

423 W Ocean Ave., Lompoc, CA 93436
805-743-4771
leafdelivers@gmail.com
www.santamariasun.com • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • Sun • 35

EMPLOYMENT

EATS

FULL-TIME WRITER
The Sun in Northern Santa Barbara County is looking for its next
staff writer, but we’re not looking for just any article-pushing,
source-wrangling, story-chasing someone.
Are you sick of editing or regurgitating press releases day after day? Or maybe it’s those damn list things—
you know the ones: “Top 10 hottest places to eat your lunch on a rainy day.” Or maybe it’s just not being able
to put the time and reporting into a story that deserves it: the weeks and repeated phone calls that give a
story what it needs to ripen into the hard-charging, data-filled narrative it’s dying to be; the time that turns
a “meh” story into one that blows a hole in the status quo.
Can you see the big picture of what a story means to a community? Is that what drives you? Do you know
what it takes to—yes, we know, it’s cliché—make a difference in the lives of the people you cover? Does
that sort of thing matter to you?
If so, then you’re exactly who we’re looking for: a staff writer who isn’t afraid to take on the tedious, the
tenuous, or the talented. That certain someone who can wrestle a story to the ground and fill it with the
things that matter to the communities we cover at the Sun and New Times. Oil, agricultural, water, and
environmental advocacy aren’t the only things that drive this place—although those are pretty juicy beats.
There’s more, and we want to hire someone who can drive his or herself to unearth those stories and tell
them in a meaningful way.
Let us know if you’ve got what it takes. We dare you. Send a résumé, cover letter,
and story samples to Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com.
New Times Media Group is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.
1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com

2540 Skyway Drive
Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .98 + tax
Exp. 6/6/19

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

5

EATS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM
FILE PHOTO BY STEVE E. MILLER

EATS from page 34
“Customer service
is such a lost art
nowadays,” Rowan
said. “We want to
really take care of
our customers.”
For some people,
that just means
being polite and
prompt, but for
Rowan, customer
service means really
providing a tailormade experience
and building a coffee
shop that meets the
community’s needs.
They’ve tweaked
the menu already
based on early
customer input so
that it covers a wide
range of tastes—
from simple to
fancy, with options
for meat eaters
and vegetarians—
without being so
expansive that it’s
overwhelming.
They added classic
chocolate chip
cookies to their
offerings of scones, muffins, coffee cakes,
and lime bars just to make one customer
happy, and they have a variety of avocado
toast offerings for health-conscious
neighbors on the go.
All told, my breakfast at Cups and
Crumbs was delicious, unique, and
relaxing. My only complaint about this
neighborhood coffee shop is that it isn’t
located in my neighborhood, but what can
you do? m
Contributing writer Nick Powell is feeling
fishy. Send seafood recommendations to
npowell@santamariasun.com.

$ .06 + tax

Toretti Wine and Bob Torres event on
June 1 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets cost
$140 to ride and eat or $25 to $35 to eat
only. Wine is included for cowpokes ages
21 and up. Estelle Vineyards is located at
2178 Mora Ave. in Santa Ynez. Call (805)
944-0493 to reserve.
• The Los Olivos Jazz and Olive Festival
is happening June 8, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Sample 30 olive-themed dishes (pictured
below) while bopping to world-class
musicians. Tickets are available online
at jazzandolivefestival.org or by phone at
(805) 325-9280. They cost $75 and include
all the food and wine you could want. Kids
under 12 can eat for just $10. This event
PHOTO COURTESY OF JAZZ AND OLIVE FEST FACEBOOK PAGE

Exp. 6/6/19

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• The Century Room Restaurant
offering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar offering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com

Powell’s picks
·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca
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• It’s not too late to support the Lompoc
Theatre Project by buying a case of 2012
syrah from Montemar Wines before the
end of May. Every cent of the $480 price
tag will be donated to the effort to renovate
the historic Lompoc Theatre (pictured, top
of page). If you like wine, have disposable
cash, and are reading this the day it comes
out, hurry up and buy a case already!
Montemar Wines is located at 1501 E.
Chestnut Court, suite E, and is open from
noon to 5 p.m.
• Enjoy a horseback trail ride through
scenic vineyards followed by a barbecue
cook-out at the Cowboy for a Day with

sells out, so reserve spots early!
• Lots of uppity wine stuff this week, but
you know what else is good? Burgers. They’re
not too good for the environment, though,
what with the methane from cattle and the
glaciers melting and whatnot. But, I tried
the Beyond Famous Star (a plant-based,
meatless burger) from Carl’s Jr. the other
day, and it was on par with any other fast
food I’ve ever had. Not dazzling, but pretty
solid. If you like burgers and coastal living
above sea level, maybe consider making the
switch and telling your friends. m
Contributing writer Nick Powell is beyond
famous. Send fan mail and delicious tips to
npowell@santamariasun.com.

The Classies

K EEP IT CL A S SY– FOR FREE !
Private parties: run FREE classified ads in the For Sale and Autos/Boats section!

CONTACT US TODAY! (805) 347-1968 or classifieds@SantaMariasun.com

REACH OVER 150,000 READERS WEEKLY FROM SANTA YNEZ TO SAN MIGUEL

ProPerty ManageMent

SANTA MARIA
(805) 928-4320
Houses for rent
Costa RiCa Bungalow foR Rent By owneR

-2 bed/2bath, AC +fans, parking, WiFi, monkeys, toucan & macaws
-10 minutes from Manuel Antonio National Park& beach. $1,000 per
month + Util. 1,500 sq. ft.
- Responsible renters only. Beautiful pool!!!
- Kathryn (805)452-6026

FOR RENT

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANT!

SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT
609 N. Benwiley Ave. #C
Studio, 1 ba
$695/mo
+ $695/dep
NIPOMO
365 Mads Place
3bd, 3ba $2,600/mo
+$2,600/dep
502 S. Oak Glen Unit A
2bd, 1 ba
$1,500/mo
$1,500/ dep
136 N. Dana Foothill Rd
3 bd, 2 ba
$2,400/mo
+ $2,400/dep
COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL
1520 E. Donovan Rd
Santa Maria, Space 9
$700/mo
Parking and Storage Only
Space located on
south west side

FOR RENT
Greco Realty Inc.

LOMPOC VALLEY
(805) 735-2492

$2195 1586 Solomon View Road – 3 + 2.5, Jensen’s
Creek 2stry hm in Orcutt w/ss appls in kit/granite ctrs, all
bdrms & ldry rm u/s, 2car grg, yd/grdnr, no pets, no com
vehicles.

$2800 3042 Courtney Drive – 3 + 2, Beautiful Mesa Oaks home
situated on picturesque, oak studded half acre, elegant formal sunken
living room and a formal dining room both finished with crown molding,
well laid out country kitchen opens to cozy family room that has gas
log fireplace with remote, large picture window, kitc has butcher block,
upgraded applic, lg mstr bdrm w/walk-in clst and patio slider to bckyd, RV
prking, 3car attch grg, lawn care incl, sm pet considered.

$2195 1412 Revere St 4+2, Orcutt 1stry home w/formal
D/R, F/R, L/R, F/P, ldry rm hkups, 2car grg, yd w/grdnr, 1 sm
pet under 20lbs considered w/addt’l dep

$2200 233 Huntington Place – 4 + 2.5, Southside spacious tri-level,
Crestview Terrace hm is ideal for commuters exiting Hwy 1 & Hwy 245,
features lg frml L/R w/vaulted ceilings, F/P bordered by antique wd
mantle, kit is open to lg dining area w/French doors leading to back yard,
all stainless steel applic, lot of cntr space & pantry, 2car attch grg, yd care
incl, pets neg.

$1750 1234 E. Fesler Street – 2 + 2.5, Casa De Campo
2stry condo by Hospital/101 frwy, 2 lg mstr stes u/s, 2car
grg, priv patio, w/d hkups, wtr/trsh pd, pool privs, no pets.
$1450 3400 SMW #208B 2+1.5, Quail Mdws upstairs
Condo, open kit/dining area, F/R w/balcony, lg mstr ste,
w/d hkups, 1 carport pkg/general pkg, pool/club privs, trash
pd, no pets
$1295 321 E. Inger Dr #J78 1+1, Las Palmas d/s condo
in gated comm w/pool privs, patio, w/d hkups, trash pd,
carport pkg for 2 cars max, no commercial vehicles, no pets
$1095 602B E. Church St 1+1, Charming 1stry apt in
quiet complex, F/R, Kitchen w/nook, fridge. No w/d hkups/
onsite, Street Pkg, Wtr/Trash pd, No pets
Call 805-928-4320 for additional Santa Maria houses and
condos.
Website: plusmanagement.net

$2100 1311 Crown Circle – 4 + 2.5, Beautiful newer 2015 2stry hm in
gated comm, home is backing up to park area, some rms facing south hills,
2car finished grg, ldry rm u/s, located 8 miles to nearest VAFB gate or to
beach, pet friendly w/dep, yd care incl, no section 8.

Powerful • Intellectual • Effective
Visit our web site and
search listings by Property Type,
Town, Number of Bedrooms
and/or Price!

www.plusmanagement.net
Commercial Space Available

Visit us online for more listings – Updated Daily

www.plusmanagement.net

$1450 207 Village Circle – 2 + 2, Comfortable townhouse on second
floor but one level, 1car grg, living room has fireplace, vaulted ceilings
and open to dining area and kitchen, living and dining rooms have
slider to balcony, kitchen has garden window with all appliances with
separate closet with washer and dryer, tile flooring throughout, carpets in
bedrooms only, pool and spa included, gated community, no pets.
$1250 112 S. “M” Street #B – 2 + 1, South side apartments, spacious
bedrooms, good size living room, dining area off kitchen with slider to
fenced back patio, 1 detch grg and lndry on site, apartments are freshly
painted, with new carpets and new plumbing fixtures, refrigerator
included, no pets please, water is paid.

LANDLORDS OR OWNERS...

Pulling your hair out with management problems? We can make owning investment property hassle free. Call us today for a free consultation!
HoMe Loans

YOUR HOME LOAN SOURCE
Patrick Cha ndler

NM LS # 6 3 2 8 8 5 | Sal es M anag er
Offi c e ( 8 0 5 ) 3 6 1 -7 2 0 2 | Ce l l ( 8 0 5 ) 5 8 8 -2 767
pc ha ndl e r@l oa nDe pot.c om
www.l oa nDe p ot.c om /pc ha ndl e r

Kate Ferguson

NM LS # 3 2 8 4 8 1 | Lo an Co nsul tant
Offi c e ( 8 0 5 ) 3 6 1 -7 2 0 3 | Ce l l ( 8 0 5 ) 3 3 1 -6 204
kfe rguson@l oa nDe p ot.c om
www.l oa nDe pot.c om /kfe rguson

Ma ura Estra da

NM LS # 6 3 3 2 4 3 | Seni o r Lo an Co nsul tant
Offi c e ( 8 0 5 ) 3 6 1 -7 2 0 5 | Ce l l ( 8 0 5 ) 3 1 0 -3 157
me stra d a @l oa nDe p ot.c om
www.l oa nDe p ot.c om /me stra d a

New Times
Route Driver
Needed
Valid driver’s license,
insurance, and large
vehicle necessary.
Great pay for just a few
hours one day a week!
For more information or to
apply, please contact our
Distribution Manager
Jim Parsons at
(805) 546-8208 ext 225,
or email
jparsons@newtimesslo.com.

2 6 0 5 S M i l l er S t S te 1 0 6 S anta M ar i a, C A 9 3 4 55

805-922-0599
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

SantaMariaSun.com

$1850 505 Mars – 3 + 2, Single family South Vandenberg Village home
with large family room, all newer paint and flooring throughout, includes
2 car garage, yardcare included, no pets.

loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 174457. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act CRMLA 4131040. (042319 201416)

1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com
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HOUSEHOLD

FINE FURNITURE
FOR SALE; EARLY
AMERICAN PERIOD

Follow us on
Facebook
SantaMariaSun

VEHICLES WANTED

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED

Earning your confidence
and trust through
performance. We will help
you from start to finish!

• CA$H ON THE SPOT

• All cars, trucks, SUVs
• We come to you!

BUSINESS FOR SALE

DJ BUSINESS IN
SLO COUNTY

Retiring DJ is selling successful long established mobile DJ
business in SLO county . Sale includes all equipment, 3 setups,
sound and many LED lighting
effects, multiple wireless microphones, music library, karaoke
library and equipment. Also includes website registered name.
Many contacts and referrals.
Also included very desirable domain name The Central Coast DJ
This is a Really great opportunity
to step right into a long established DJ mobile entertainment
business with an excellent reputation.
Please contact me if interested........805-772-0407

Handsome maple hutch
with shelves, cupboard
space with beveled glass
doors. 1 drawer, bottom
enclosed cabinets with
louvered doors.
Oval Oak Dining Table
with extra leaf, 4 upholstered maple chairs. 2
End Tables with traditional Hitchcock ebony and
gold design with plate
glass tops. Queen size
bed frame, mahogany.
Mahogany book shelves
with enclosed cabinet
space at bottom. Corner
book shelves, 3 pieces
with drawers, great cabinet storage below with
louver doors. All in very
good condition. Prices
negotiable.
805-7399115 - Barbara.

@SantaMariaSun
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$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725
SELL YOUR RV!
OPEN HOUSE
12-2pm
Sun 6/22

825 Rosana Place, Nipomo, CA
This Beautiful 4 bedroom/2.5 bath features many tasteful and relaxing
upgrades. This desirable single-level home is a split floor plan with a
warm and private Master suite. Light and bright kitchen with granite
and subway tile backsplash, stainless steel appliances and kitchen
sink. Real hardwood floors and carpeted bedrooms. Landscaped
backyard with tiered raised garden beds. Also offers 2 patio areas in
the backyard, perfect for relaxing. Just walk up the staircase of one and
enjoy a panoramic view of the Nipomo foothills. $519,990 (RO825)

LOCAL, LOCAL, LOCAL
Helping you find home sweet home!

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs
• We come to you!
New PatieNt SPecial: FRee cleaNiNG

(805) 922-4352

308 N. McClelland · Santa Maria
MASSAGE THERAPY

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725
Marketplace

Home
& Garden
santamariasun.com

Open Houses | Foreclosures | Real Estate
Mortgage Rates | Buyer/Seller Info | Real Estate News

Noelle Cosma
BRE #01275631

noelle@cosmaplatering.com

(805) 922-0660 or (805) 896-6067
5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria

www.WhyUSAProperties.net
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DENTISTRY

HANDY PERSON
HANDYMAN GETERDUN

Any home project! dale@GetErDunhandyman.com or 805-310-9950.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

***NOTICE***
ALL ADS IN THIS CATEGORY ARE FOR THERAPEUTIC NON-SEXUAL MASSAGE ONLY!
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5 OFF

$

SPECIAL!

800 Broadway Ste. B1
Santa Maria

(805) 922-2133

NEXT
WEEK!
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NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

BY THE NUMBERS

Tasteful
Marketing.
All food & drink creations!
Take a journey into the flavors of the area
that are key to the creation of everyone’s
favorite dining and menu items. Readers will
flip through pages of delicious cuisine tidbits
catered to each section.
Join New Times and Sun with this fun, full,
food-consuming issue sure to delight all your
senses!

Contact your sales rep today!

ADVERTISING@NEWTIMESSLO.COM • 805.546.8208

NEW TIMES CIRCULATION

35,000
SUN CIRCULATION

18,000
%
67
OF OUR READERS REFER
TO OUR FLAVOR OR EATS
COLUMNS EACH WEEK

44

%

OF OUR READERS
DINE OUT EACH WEEK

ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM • 805.347.1968
www.santamariasun.com • May 30 - June 6, 2019 • Sun • 39

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

Is Your Jewelry Broken, Bent or Boring?

Bring it to Fischer’s for New Life!

FREE

225 E. Main St
Santa Maria
805-928-4108
www.ﬁschersjewelry.com

SECOND OPINION

(Includes Diagnostic X-Ray(s))

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors

Expert Repairs • Restorations • Laser Welding • Work Guaranteed

SAKE

SUSHI

#1

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

SUSHI 805 Sake

3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for a FREE Class (805) 264-5242
risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

KOREAN BBQ
& SUSHI

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

Hello Spring...

426 E. Barcellus Suites #101 & #102

Santa Maria (805) 925-8767

oday
t
e
c
a
ur sp1968
o
y
e
.
7
v
com
reser 805.34 ariasun.
m
anta
s
.
w
ww

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

Straighten your smile and

115 W Clark Ave. Orcutt • 332-3152
115 W Ocean Ave, Lompoc • 430-8396

1 HR. MASSAGE

Expires
6/30/19

p
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h
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Sushi#2

A L L Y O U C A N E AT
SUSHI & BBQ

VALUED
AT $319

WIN THIS CAR!

Just $40!

2018 VW Jetta Wolfsburg Edition

Visit us on
Facebook &
Instagram for
entry info.

EPIC MASSAGE
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

*Diamond
Plus
Provider

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM
(805) 347-4444

Vietnamese Noodle House
& BBQ
Dine In / Take Out
Now Serving Craft Beers
& Local Wines

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com
Mention this ad for
a Military discount

Shop Local reserve your space today

Authentic Pho
Family Owned and Operated
Using Local Fresh Ingredients

1201 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, CA
Open daily- 11am-9pm
(Closed Wed.)
(805) 332-3378

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

