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Santa Maria’s still
discussing H-2A housing [7]
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There’s a disconnect between food producers
and the general public, and some locals are
working to re-establish that relationship [8]
BY KASEY BUBNASH

The Melodrama’s latest
farce is a must-see [27]
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A sneak peek at the
future of local wines [31]
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The Sun is looking for its next freelancer.
We’re looking for a thoughtful writer with a strong voice who can
pen longform journalistic masterpieces that highlight the lives that
light up Northern Santa Barbara County. We’re talking 2,000 to 3,000
word pieces that include journalistic practices, narrative beauty, and
compelling stories.
Think we’re asking for too much? This probably isn’t the gig for you.
Intrigued? Drop us a line, send us
a clip, and tell us why you’re the
perfect reporter for the job.
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Inquiries should be sent to
Editor Camillia Lanham at
clanham@santamariasun.com.
1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com
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Can I crash
on your couch
for awhile?
Ask us about our
Foster Program
FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

Anyone can help!

Honey is a 6 month
old puppy diagnosed
with a liver shunt and
desperately needs
surgery. We have already
addressed her abrasions
and other injuries, and
this surgery is the final
step to help her become
a normal puppy.

2540 Skyway Drive
Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

In need of Skilled
Nursing Care?
Ask for us, Country
Oaks Care Center,
a name you can trust!

Award Winning
Care with
Award Winning
Commitment

Best Senior Living
Community

Please consider a donation for Honey! Donations
can be made throughGoFundMe on our website:
www.centralcoastspca.org

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

(805) 937-1766

This ad provided by:

The Maxim in Real Estate

(805) 878-0807

Over the past few years, Allan Hancock College agriculture
professor Erin Krier has noticed something that troubles her.
Farmers aren’t sharing their stories, nor are they defending
their practices—especially in the face of controversy. Many
agricultural producers are hesitant to speak with the press and
the public, in part because they’ve been burned in the past. The
PLANTING TREES: Allan Hancock
disconnect between the industry and the consuming public
College agriculture professor Erin Krier
is something the college’s Young Farmers and Ranchers Club
works with students to plant citrus trees
in the school’s orchard on a the last
is aiming to change. For this week’s cover story, Staff Writer
Friday in March.
Kasey Bubnash speaks with public officials, organizations that
represent the industry, and students about the reasons farmers
aren’t speaking out and why it’s important to change that [8].
Also this week, the Santa Maria City Council passes on passing an emergency ordinance to halt
motel conversions to H-2A housing [7] , the Melodrama’s Unecessary Farce is a necessary show to
watch [27] , a former U.S. poet laureate gives insight into his upcoming lecture [28] , and take a
gander at the future of local wines [31].
Camillia Lanham,
editor

John Henning, Ph. D.
and Sharon Henning,
Owners & Administrators

830 East Chapel Street,
Santa Maria

805-922-6657
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• Approximately 10,000 SF, to 20,000 SF Available
• Warehouse Space
• Open and Private Offices, Furnished
• Conference Room, Furnished
• 1,200 Amp Service
• M-1 Zoning: Light Manufacturing
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• Warehouse Space
• Open and Private Offices, Furnished
• Conference Room, Furnished
• Up to 800 Amp Service
• M-1 Zoning: Light Manufacturing
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BRIEFS
Political Watch
• One day before National Equal Pay Day, April 2, the
state’s First Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom,
California Labor Secretary Julie A. Su, the
California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls,
and Time’s Up announced #EqualPayCA, a campaign
to help close the pay gap in California. They announced
the commission’s Pay Equity Task Force to education
employees, employers, and labor unions on how to close
the pay gap and launched an awareness campaign to
educate the public on the causes of the pay gap and
how to close it. “California has the strongest equal pay
laws in the nation—but there is still more work to do,”
Newsom said in the press release. “Together we can
uplift California women to ensure a more equitable future
for all.”
• State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson’s (D-Santa
Barbara) legislation to require California’s larger
employers to report salary data to the state was passed
by the Senate Judiciary Committee on Equal Pay Day, April
2. Senate Bill 171 would require California employers
with 100 or more employees to submit a pay data report
annually to the Department of Fair Employment and
Housing, outline compensation and hours worked of its
employees by gender, race, ethnicity, and job category.
“On Equal Pay Day, we are reminded that all women, and
especially women of color, continue to face pay disparities
as they pursue their careers. Women comprise almost
half the workforce and are the sole breadwinners in half
of American families. The gender pay gap not only hurts
women, it punishes children and families too,” Jackson
said in a press release. The bill is modeled after a federal
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission effort to
collect pay data by race and gender instituted under
the Obama administration that was later halted by
the Trump administration. A federal judge recently
ordered the Trump administration to reinstate this rule.
Jackson’s bill next moves on to the Senate Appropriations
Committee.
• U.S. Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara)
named six women as 2019 Congressional Women of the
Year award winners on March 29. The winners are Jill
Anderson of Lompoc, Tania Israel and Yessenia
Marroquin of Santa Barbara, Leola Dublin
Macmillian of Morro Bay, Anahi Mendoza of Santa
Maria, and Sandi Sigurdson of San Luis Obispo. “The
recipients of this year’s Congressional Women of the Year
award are all doing incredible work to improve the quality
of life on the Central Coast, often without the recognition
or compensation they deserve,” Carbajal said. “From
creating spaces for compassion and understanding
in our communities, to improving health care for our
underserved populations, it is a privilege to recognize
these trailblazers for their indelible contributions to our
community.” Lompoc’s Anderson founded Shadow’s Fund
with her husband. The organization helps find homes
for senior and difficult-to-adopt dogs, now housing 42
dogs on-site as well as pigs and wild horses. Anderson
also developed a program to rescue pit bull puppies
from backyard breeders, socialize and train them,
and make them breed ambassadors. Santa Maria’s
Mendoza founded the Santa Barbara County Immigrant
Legal Defense Center. She conducts Know Your Rights
presentations so immigrants are informed of their
rights should they encounter Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, and she helped create community clinics
that screen individuals for immigration relief, assess their
criminal record, and determine whether they have a final
order of deportation. Mendoza works alongside pro-bono
attorneys to help immigrants in detention centers. ❍

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC

Lompoc to use state, county
funds to help aging roads
The city of Lompoc will receive millions of
dollars from state and county revenue sources
to help fix and maintain its roads, but officials
say its not nearly enough to truly tackle the
expensive maintenance costs for the city’s
streets.
At an April 2 regular meeting, members of
the Lompoc City Council voted unanimously
to accept funds collected from Santa Barbara
County through the Measure A sales tax and
from the state’s SB 1 gas tax increase. Along with
other revenue, the funds will provide more than
$5 million for the city to maintain and improve
its roads and streets in the coming fiscal year.
However, the funds are far short of the more
than $10 million needed for street maintenance
for the same year.
“The road needs exceed revenues,” Craig
Dierling, a principal civil engineer with the city,
told the council at the meeting.
Passed by Santa Barbara County voters
in 2008, Measure A authorized a half-cent
transportation sales tax. The measure is expected
to provide more than $1 billion in local revenue
for transportation projects in the county over
the next 30 years, according to the Santa Barbara
County Association of Governments. Lompoc
will receive $2.2 million of Measure A revenue,
making up about 44 percent of what the city’s
receiving for street maintenance. Dierling said
Measure A was the city’s largest source of road
maintenance revenue.
SB 1 was passed by California legislators and
signed into law by then Gov. Jerry Brown in
2017. The law generated funding for road repair
projects by increasing the state’s gas tax and
vehicle registration fees. In the next fiscal year,
Lompoc will receive $740,517 in SB 1 funding,
making up only 14 percent of its total road
maintenance revenues.
While funding from both Measure A and SB
1 will help, Dierling was quick to point out that
the revenue was far less that what it actually
costs keep the city’s roads and streets in good
condition.
Because of this, the overall condition rating
of the city dropped, Dierling added. Still, he
said, the city does what it can to keep the roads
in condition by strategically making repairs and

BUMP IN THE ROAD: Lompoc will accept funding from the county and state to maintain its roads, but officials say it’s not enough.

using cost-effective measures to extend the life
and condition of the pavement.
“Because [the needs] exceed revenues, the city
significantly reduced street operations and street
capital projects,” he said.
During the meeting, Councilmember Jim
Mosby expressed frustration with the revenue
gap, saying that he’d heard that SB 1 would
cost a family $700 annually. Based on that, he
claimed that Lompoc families paid nearly $7
million to the state under SB 1 but saw less than
$1 million of it come back.
“It seems like the whole design of this is set up
to fail,” he said.
City Manager Jim Throop said part of the
reason for a decrease in road funding was due to
increasing vehicle fuel efficiency and the relatively
stagnant state of California’s gas tax prior to SB 1,
despite rising prices and costs.
“It’s a no-win situation,” Throop said.
“It’s been that way for the whole state of
California.”
Throop recommended that the council
accept the money, which it did.
“We’ve gone through this before,” said
Councilmember Victor Vega. “I think it’s
something where we can’t leave the state
money on the table.”
—Chris McGuinness

WeekendWeather
Microclimate Weather Forecast

Dave Hovde

KSBY Chief Meteorologist

Thursday

Friday

COASTAL ➤ High 69 Low 47
INLAND ➤ High 72 Low 44

COASTAL ➤ High 67 Low 47
INLAND ➤ High 70 Low 44

Saturday

Sunday

COASTAL ➤ High 72 Low 47
INLAND ➤ High 74 Low 45

COASTAL ➤ High 69 Low 49
INLAND ➤ High 72 Low 46

Breezy in the afternoons near the coast with
near average temperatures and no rain ... enjoy.
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County drafting an
agreement emphasizing
local workers
Santa Barbara County Board of
Supervisors directed county staff to begin
developing a countywide community
workforce agreement in an attempt to
give preference to local workers for public
projects, and create an apprenticeship
program to increase the wages of lowincome workers in the county.
Although county staff could not provide
the board with the exact percentage
of county projects completed by local
and nonlocal workers, some county

supervisors, such as 2nd District Supervisor
Gregg Hart, said too much of the county’s
contract work is completed by workers outside
the area, which reduces the local economic
benefits of the work completed.
“The central question of ‘why?’ comes back to
the info that I’ve seen that says too much of this
[contract] work is coming from out of the area,”
Hart said. “That money is not staying in our
area. That is the challenge.”
In a tight 3-2 vote at an April 9 meeting,
supervisors directed staff to move forward
with drafting an ordinance to govern the use
of community workforce agreements on public
projects. With the same vote, supervisors also
asked the county’s general services and public
works departments to negotiate a template
of terms to be used in an agreement as a
framework for future projects.
According to a presentation from Darcel
Elliott, 1st District Supervisor Das Williams’ chief
of staff, the community workforce agreement will
act as a binding document between the county
and local trade unions on a set of standards
used for public projects. The agreement will also
establish apprenticeship programs designed to
attract low-income workers and provide them
with the opportunity to earn a higher wage.
Hart said there is a sense of urgency for the
county to create an agreement that can be used
when hiring contractors for multiple upcoming
capital projects, including about $24.6 million
in renovations at the Santa Barbara County
Main Jail.
Fourth District Supervisor Peter Adam,
who voted against the measure, said he doesn’t
believe an agreement is necessary because the
county’s current practice of awarding projects
to the lowest responsible bidder creates a level
playing field. He also requested that county staff
provide the board with an exact percentage of
how many public project contracts are awarded
to local contractors and nonlocal contractors.
In addition to mixed support among county
supervisors, 18 residents signed up to voice
their opinion on the ordinance and provided
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CENTRAL COAST’S LARGEST BUSINESS TRADE SHOW
WEDNESDAY
MAY 15, 2019
4-7 PM

OVER 120 EXHIBITORS

Present your business card for free admission
$5 admission charge for non-business individuals
All are welcome to attend

Alex Madonna

EXPO CENTER

100 Madonna Road,
San Luis Obispo
For more information about
attending EXPO or reserving
an exhibitor space, go to
www.slochamber.org
or call (805) 781-2777
Thank you to our sponsors:

“I forgot my friend’s
name and didn’t
know where I was
— I was having
a stroke.”

Janice Solvang

Please Join Us for Our FREE PANEL DISCUSSIONS
featuring local attorneys & SLO COLLEGE OF LAW
Campus Dean, Jan Howell Marx, as Moderator!

Janice received timely stroke treatment
at Santa Ynez Valley Cottage Hospital.
As a certified “Stroke Ready” facility, SYVCH
emergency physicians and specialists are
prepared to evaluate and treat stroke
patients quickly upon arrival.

EXPLORING A CAREER IN LAW?
Which Area is Right for You?
Open to All SLO COLLEGE OF LAW Students, Applicants & Everyone!

New
Frontiers

At SLO COLLEGE OF LAW
4119 Broad St., Ste. 200 • SLO
FRIDAYS • 3/15 & 4/19 • 5:30-7pm
3/15: Civil Litigation: Trial Attorneys Jacqueline Frederick & Jay Hieatt
4/19: Criminal Law: DA Dan Dow & Public Defender Stephen Rice

To learn more about our
specialized stroke care, visit
cottagehealth.org/systrokecare
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DON’T LIVE WITH TOOTH PAIN.

WE CAN HELP.
We would like to thank you for making the

Valentina Martins Memorial Fashion Show & Luncheon
a huge success!

OUR EVENT SPONSORS:
Taylor Made Irrigation • SEIU Local 620 • Laurus College
Hall, Hieatt & Connely, LLP • UCLA Health SLO • Mega 97.1
Jacqueline Frederick Law • Tolman & Wiker • Santa Maria SUN
Law Office of Philip F. Sinco • Red Dog Management
David Bixby Attorney at Law • Cheri Malin Hunter
Community Bank of Santa Maria • Alexander & Julie Posada Family Fund
Dignity/ Marian Regional Medical Center • Radisson / Santa Maria Inn
Gary McKinsey • Mission Hope Cancer Center
Christopher Lutman MD / Vaginal and Pelvic Surgeons, Inc.

OUR EVENT PARTNERS:
Hayley Edick, CABI Stylist • Deasee’s Designs Boutique
Mariah McNulty Graphic Design • Angelina Luciana Photography
A Class Act Event Services • Platinum Lighting & DJ Entertainment
N

Main

College

To San Luis
Obispo

To all our sponsors, silent auction donors, volunteers and event
attendees we thank you for your generosity and continued support
for The Teal Journey Ovarian Cancer Foundation and our mission.

E
W

X

Santa
Maria

S

To Santa
Barbara

We are
here!

www.thetealjourney.org
Member of:

The Teal Journey Ovarian Cancer Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Tax ID# 81-2843035

50% off Dog or Cat
Food!

Música, Danza, y Mucho Más

Feed your furbaby right with the holistic
and premium ingredients of Annamaet.
• Family Owned
• Five Star Food
• Zero Recalls
• GMO Free
• E.U. Certiﬁed
• Human Grade
3564 Skyway Dr., S.M.

50% off one
Annamaet
5# Dog or
4# Cat Food
Present ad at time of
purchase. One offer per
family. Limit to stock on hand.
Exp 5/12/19

(805) 361-0802

ThatsFETCH805.com

¡No te pierdas esta emocionante y colorida presentación de baile para toda la familia! - La Opinion

Ballet Folklórico de Los Ángeles

Spring Special:
$25 off any service

SÁBADO, 13 DE ABRIL / SATURDAY, APRIL 13
7 pm  Guadalupe City Hall, 918 ObispO street

(805) 621-5000

¡Entrada Gratuita! / FrEE
Las puertas se abrirán a las 6:30 pm. / Doors open 6:30 pm.
Habrá recepción después del espectáculo. / Reception follows the performance.

/vivaelartesb
¡Viva el Arte de Santa Bárbara! is sponsored by SAGE Publications, The Roddick Foundation, Anonymous, Russell Steiner, Monica and Tim
Babich, Montecito Bank & Trust, National Endowment for the Arts, UCSB Office of Education Partnerships, The Stone Family Foundation, Linda
Stafford Burrows, Marianne Marsi and Lewis Manring, and the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission Community Arts Grant
Program, with funds provided by the City of Santa Barbara, in partnership with the Santa Barbara County Office of Arts and Culture.
Additional support comes from The Marjorie Luke Theatre’s Dreier Family Rent Subsidy Fund. The program is supported in part by the Santa Barbara Independent, the Santa
Maria SUN, El Latino CC, Radio Bronco, Entravision/Univision Costa Central, the Best Western South Coast Inn, the Hilton Garden Inn Santa
Barbara/Goleta, Pacifica Suites, La Quinta Inn & Suites, and the Santa Barbara Unified School District. Viva is co-presented by The
Marjorie Luke Theatre, the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center and UCSB Arts and Lectures, in partnership with the Isla Vista School Parent Teacher Association.
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Smith Electric
MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL PLUMBING

smith-electric.com
/vivaelartesb

1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954
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Where to live?
Community rallies to
halt temporary ban on
farmworker housing
BY CHRIS MCGUINNESS

W

hen he stood in front of a packed house
on April 2, Andy Patel was honest about
his initial misgivings in allowing H-2A
farmworkers to live at the De Ville Motel on
Broadway, which he owns and operates.
“I was quite reticent and very hesitant about
having them there,” Patel told members of the
Santa Maria City Council. “But they actually
ended up being model tenants for us.”
Patel was one of nearly 20 people who
showed up to the meeting to support the H-2A
workers and to speak out against a proposed
urgency ordinance that would have temporarily
banned further use of city’s hotels and motels
to house them. Among the group opposing
the moratorium were farmers, community
advocates, and hotel and motel owners and
operators like Patel, who told the council he
thought the idea of a ban, even a temporary
one, was myopic, given how well behaved his
H-2A tenants were.
“We did not have to call the police one single
time,” he said.
The H-2A program allows nonimmigrant
workers into the U.S. on a temporary basis
to perform seasonal agricultural work. Santa
Maria gets a large population of H-2A workers.
City staff estimated that as many as 2,000 of
them are housed in the city for up to 10 months
each year.
For the last several years, many of those
workers have lived in local hotels and motels
along Broadway, which were purchased and
converted into living spaces for them. That
began as early as 2015, when Betteravia Farms
bought a former Budget Inn Motel at 1100
North Broadway to house its workers. More
conversions followed, while other companies
also began to house their workers in residential
homes and apartments.
“Undoubtedly, the use by local agricultural
employers of the H-2A program has created
some challenges for the city due to the
significant number of workers that require
housing,” Interim City Attorney Phil Sinco told
members of the council at the meeting.
According to Sinco, about 53 percent of
H-2A workers in the city lived in older hotels
and motels. The proposed moratorium, which
Mayor Alice Patino placed on the meeting’s

NEWS from page 4
the board with varied responses during public
comment.
Local labor unions, such as the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union
No. 413, supported the creation of a workforce
agreement program, while some local business
owners voiced concern about potentially being
passed over for county projects because they are not
large enough to be affiliated with a labor union.
Although he voted against the measure, 5th
District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino said he
hopes people on both sides of the issue continue
to communicate as the county moves forward
with drafting an agreement.
“I would support a pilot program on a
specific project—I want to see how it works
here,” he said. “I understand it’s moving
forward. I want it to work. I think it’s important
that everybody has a voice. ... I hope everybody
listens and we come up with a product that is
inclusive.”
—Zac Ezzone

HOUSING SHOWDOWN: The Santa Maria City Council declined to vote on a temporary ban on housing H-2A farmworkers in local hotels and motels, after opponents of the ban filled a recent meeting
to protest its passage.

agenda, would have banned new future use of
any hotel, motel, or efficiency unit in the city
to house H-2A workers for 45 days, with the
option to extended it for another 10 months
and 15 days after a vote by council.
Patino said she asked for the temporary
moratorium to give the city time to “stop and
take a breath” while it considered long-term
regulations for H-2A housing. The council is
set to vote on a permanent ordinance related to
H-2A housing in residential zones on April 16.
“I thought we better put the brakes on and
see what we have,” Patino said.
A small number of residents who packed the
meeting agreed, including Ernest Armenta. He
said he didn’t support a permanent ban but said
a temporary moratorium would allow the city
time to address the issue properly. Failure to do
so, he claimed, could end disastrously.
“You don’t want a ballot measure asking
yes or no [on farmworker housing], because I
assure you, you will lose,” he said.
Councilmember Etta Waterfield also sided
with Patino. She noted that many of the

companies using the hotels and motels in
the city had farms located on county land.
Waterfield said it was unfair to place the burden
of the industry’s housing needs on the backs of
Santa Marians.
“Residents all over the city of Santa Maria do
not care for this program,” Waterfield said.
Those residents did not show up to the
meeting in force. Of the more than 20 speakers,
two told the council that they favored the
temporary moratorium. Instead, many like
Patel told the council about the value of having
the workers living in older hotels and motels,
some of which had fallen into sorry states prior
to receiving the investment.
“The H-2A program allowed us to update
our hotel and stop it from falling into disrepair
and becoming a derelict nuisance like the old
Budget Inn,” he said.
Resident David Dennis said he lived near one
of the converted motels and that he believed it
improved the area.
“We need these people in our community,”
he said.

Councilmember Gloria Soto appeared to
side with the bulk of the commenters, and
questioned what emergency necessitated the
passage of an urgency ordinance. She added
that her parents were farmworkers and that
agriculture helped “put a roof over our heads
and food on our table.”
“At the end of the day, H-2A [farmworkers] are a
part of our community,” she said. “They contribute
to our economy by paying taxes, shopping our
stores, … being a part of Santa Maria.”
Ultimately, the council opted not to vote
on the urgency ordinance. Council members
will be voting on regulations for residential
H-2A housing on April 16, and Sinco said that
city staff is also planning to tackle housing in
nonresidential areas next.
“Staff has always intended to study the use
of commercial areas for H-2A housing after the
residential component was resolved,” he said. m

Grand jury had raised concerns
about site of fatal crash

police said.
As of April 9, police were still investigating
the circumstances of the crash but believe that
drugs and alcohol were not factors in the fatal
collision.
According to the grand jury report, a setback
for the crosswalk and stop sign on California
Boulevard creates visibility problems and
requires northbound drivers to “creep” into
the intersection with Union Valley Parkway in
order to property observe cross traffic.
“This subjects northbound drivers,
particularly those turning left, to the increased
risk of an accident,” the report states. “In
addition, east and westbound drivers on the
Parkway cannot see, nor are they warned of,
the approaching intersection, also creating a
dangerous condition.”
Currently, the intersection is only regulated
by stop signs for north- and southbound
vehicles traveling on California Boulevard. The
2014 grand jury report noted that plans for the
intersection originally called for a four-way

stop, but it was eliminated during the planning
process. The grand jury recommended that the
city of Santa Maria install a four-way stop and
put up signs warning drivers of the upcoming
intersection.
“Without the installation of the appropriate
signage, the city of Santa Maria may be missing
an opportunity to reduce its substantial risk
of liability in the event of an accident at that
intersection,” the report stated.
In its response to the report, the city
disagreed with some of the grand jury’s findings
and declined to implement its recommendation
of a four-way stop, arguing that a 12-month
study of accidents at the intersection and traffic
volume analysis revealed that such a measure
was unwarranted.
“Using this data, staff completed the stop
sign and signal warrant analysis, and the
intersection did not meet the necessary criteria
to install a traffic control device,” the city’s
response said. m
—Chris McGuinness

The intersection where an 83-year-old Santa
Maria woman died in a crash on April 4 was the
subject of a grand jury investigation five years ago.
In its 2014 report, members of the Santa
Barbara County grand jury raised a number of
safety concerns about the intersection of Union
Valley Parkway and California Boulevard
in Santa Maria, claiming that dangerous
conditions on the road may be putting drivers at
an increased risk for accidents.
The April 2 accident occurred at
approximately 5 p.m. at that very intersection.
According to the Santa Maria Police
Department, the collision occurred between
Judith Zimmer of Santa Maria, who was driving
a 2000 Acura sedan, and an Apex auto-glass
truck with two unnamed occupants inside.
Zimmer was killed as a result of the crash while
the two occupants in the truck were unharmed,

Staff Writer Chris McGuinness can be reached at
cmcguinness@santamariasun.com.
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Ag advocates
As the nation’s farmers age, some educators are working
to cultivate a new generation of spokespeople
BY KASEY BUBNASH • PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

DEEPENED KNOWLEDGE: Jorge Coronel
is an ag business student in his second
year at Allan Hancock College. Coronel,
who attends nearly every Young Farmers
and Ranchers Club event, said it’s
getting increasingly difficult for the
younger generation to become farmers
because of stringent regulations. He’s
learning more about those regulations
and the legislative process through the
club in hopes of one day becoming a
farmer despite the odds.

I

t was only about 10 a.m. on April 5 and the air in Santa Maria
was already feeling balmy. The warm morning sun poked
through the clouds and shone heavily on portions of Allan
Hancock College’s student garden. The lot smelled of freshly cut
grass and echoed with the incessant chirps of busy birds and
crunching gravel as a few students dug holes that would soon be
home to fruit trees.
It’s not a huge plot of land, and although it sits directly across
the street from Hancock’s campus, the garden still feels removed,
remote, and peaceful. It’s Erin Krier’s comfort zone, and like
many farmers, the Hancock ag professor prefers the solitude of
working in the fields.
But in the past few years, Krier has noticed a worrying trend:
Farmers aren’t sharing their stories, and when agriculture-related
controversies erupt, they aren’t defending their practices.
That hesitancy to speak up can lead to one-sided news
stories and ultimately to the spread of misinformation about
agriculture. Then, Krier said, real policies and laws are passed
based on those falsities, usually by politicians who don’t really
know much about agriculture.
Fewer individuals in the U.S. have a direct hand in the
agricultural industry now than ever before, and according to
data collected by the American Farm Bureau Federation, farm
and ranch families make up just 2 percent of the U.S. population.
That means fewer members of the general public are exposed to
the world of agriculture, so fewer understand where the nation’s
food comes from and everything that goes into producing it.
The disconnect between the realities of agriculture and public
perception has created a need for knowledgeable and passionate
people willing to speak on behalf of real farmers and ranchers.
So in the fall of 2018, Krier started Hancock’s Young Farmers
and Ranchers Club, which is dedicated to teaching students and
community members more about the agricultural industry and the
legislation that affects it. Through her club, students host discussion
panels and attend various community events, where they set up
informational booths and teach others about the local farming and
ranching scene, while disproving common misconceptions.
The club’s close partnership with the Santa Barbara County
Farm Bureau gives participating students an opportunity to learn
about the local agriculture industry directly from its leaders,
Krier said. Along with real-world work experience, students are
able to make lasting connections with future employers, attain
internships, apply for jobs, and learn to provide the kind of
advocacy that the agriculture industry is becoming increasingly
desperate for.
“We kind of need to bridge that gap between the grower and
the public and the politicians,” Krier said. “There’s this big gap,
and we need people who are smart and enthusiastic like these
guys are.”

Learning to represent
In mid-March, the Young Farmers and Ranchers Club
went on a three-day trip to Sacramento, where they toured
the capitol building, met with agriculture industry leaders
and representatives, and learned about the laws and legislative
processes that impact local farmers and ranchers.
Before the trip, Krier said the Young Farmers and Ranchers
Club hosted a panel discussion at one of its meetings, where local
farmers talked about issues they’re facing and the message they
hoped club members would bring to Sacramento.
“And that was a really valuable conversation to have, so we’re
going to continue that,” Krier said. “This month we’re having a
couple of panel speakers from the industry talk to us about some
of the issues that are current and relevant to them.”
Next year, Krier plans to host similar panels but with local
politicians.
The trip to Sacramento was a wonderful and educational
experience, but Krier said everyone seemed a little starstruck by
the big names they came in contact with, including Secretary
of the California Department of Food and Agriculture Karen
Ross, and the officials who run Blue Diamond Almonds. It
was intimidating, and Krier said she hopes that with increased
exposure to local city council members and county supervisors,
students will become more comfortable advocating for the needs
of local farmers in a formal setting.
Hancock’s Young Farmers and Ranchers aren’t alone in their
efforts. At Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, the Brock Center for Agricultural
Communication is working toward similar solutions.
The center was founded more than 30 years ago with an
endowment from Jim and Martha Brock, according to Karen
Cannon, an assistant professor at Cal Poly and director of the center.
Cannon said Jim was a well-respected leader in produce production,
and throughout his years as a grower, he noticed a divide between
people working in agriculture and the general public.
He assumed that divide would only get worse with time,
and he helped start the Brock Center in an effort to improve
communications with the community.
Students who work in the Brock Center take courses that
give them in-depth knowledge of a number of agricultural
and food production practices, Cannon said. Those courses
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are then paired with journalism and communication skills.
Cannon said Cal Poly students can major in ag
communications, and much of the degree revolves around
translating the complex tech and science jargon of agriculture
into something everyone can understand. That, she said, can
sometimes be the biggest challenge.

A chronic problem
It’s not just the misquotes and misrepresentations sometimes
printed in the local press that have made many farmers and
ranchers wary of getting involved in public discourse, but for
Peter Adam, those issues are definitely part of it.
Throughout the late ’90s and early 2000s, long before Adam was
Santa Barbara County’s 4th District supervisor, he, his brothers, and
his father spent several years in litigation with the county and federal
government over alleged Clean Water Act violations. In a lawsuit, the
county claimed that several acres of the family’s Santa Maria Valley
farm, Adam Bros. Family Farms, were situated on environmentally
sensitive wetlands, and that the business was operating there without
the necessary permits.
For years, the Adam family was unable to farm a vast portion of
their land, and eventually they responded with their own lawsuit,
which alleged that the county had violated civil rights statutes in
its handling of the case. In 2004, a jury ruled that the county and
some of its staffers acted fraudulently, and awarded Adam Bros.
with $6.7 million in punitive and actual damages.
An appellate court later ruled that while the facts and findings
of the case stood, the damages were not owed, and Adam said his
family never collected the money.
It was a frustrating time for the family, and Adam said it was
only made more so by the media frenzy that surrounded it. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency used local reporters to
communicate with and threaten his family through various articles,
Adam said, and the news media seemed to go along with it.
Nearly two decades later he still remembers one particularly
maddening story. In a quote included in the story, he was
attempting to bring home his opinion that the county and federal
government were overreaching. He called the entities’ actions
“zealous.” The reporter quoted him as saying “jealous.”
It could have been an honest mistake, but Adam had already

FEELING GRATEFUL: Jonathan Sanchez is in his third
year at Hancock and is majoring in plant science. He
thought the Young Farmers and Ranchers Club trip to
Sacramento was eye opening. He found it touching that
so many busy politicians, farmers, and ag advocates
took the time to meet with members of the club.

pegged the reporter as an “environmental advocate” who he
believes was trying to twist the story into one about a class struggle
rather than what it represented to him: unnecessary and unlawful
government oversight.
He didn’t try to reach out to the outlet for a correction, and
he didn’t try to fight it. He’d seen this before—a quote in a story
attributed to him that, while it more or less made sense, was
wrong—and he felt like there was no real recourse he could take.
He refused to talk to that reporter any further, and he said that
if he weren’t currently a politician, he probably wouldn’t talk to
reporters now.
“I have come to the conclusion that I cannot explain
[agriculture] adequately, and I don’t know how to move

forward,” Adam told the Sun. “But it seems like every time
someone does try to put out some information, it’s either
misreceived, misinterpreted, misused, or something.”
If it’s not a reporter making a mistake, then Adam said
it’s members of the general public refusing to let go of their
preconceived notions about agriculture.
“I can tell people all kinds of stuff and if it doesn’t fit the
narrative, they’re not going to believe it,” Adam said. “So it kind of
begs the question: Why the hell should I waste my time?”

LOCALIZING: Hancock student Katie Tonascia, majoring in agricultural
business and science, said a recent trip to Sacramento was empowering
and inspiring. Much of what she and her fellow students learned from state
legislators can be applied locally, Tonascia said.

Why so quiet?
For Supervisor Adam, the real issue comes down to the
complexities of agriculture versus the public’s ever shortening
attention span.
There are other issues, too, of course. Farmers and ranchers
spend massive amounts of time out in the fields working alone
or with small groups, and Adam said that’s how they like it.
They typically aren’t the kind of outgoing folks who make great
interviews or take kindly to strangers. Farmers and ranchers
don’t have a lot of free time to spend with anyone, let alone
reporters. Throw in America’s growing mistrust of the media,
and an interview becomes less than likely.
But chief among the reasons, Adam said, is that farming is just
too difficult to explain in the amount of time people are willing
to listen.
Take, for example, Adam’s quick explanation as to why he was
unable to plant one week this season because of the rain:
“For lettuce we would prefer to have direct seed because the
head lettuce plant, you know, iceberg lettuce, it likes to have a
taproot, and if you don’t have a taproot, it turns into a fibrous root
system if you transplant it. You know how the trays all have a hole
in the bottom of them for the water to drain out? Well there’s a
phenomenon called air pruning. It happens when the root grows
because the taproot it comes with wants to grow out of the bottom
of that, because it doesn’t want to be contained in that cell.
“So it grows out of the bottom and then there’s no more soil.
So it gets air pruned and then it makes a fibrous root system
inside … it’s called apical dominance … .
“That tap root does not grow back. That has forever been
changed to a fibrous root.
“OK, so to get back to the planning schedule, you would
rather have that tap root, so that requires you to have direct
seed. So if you don’t make that direct seed date, you have to have
a transplant in its place. But to make that harvest date, or that
given direct seed date, you have to drop it in the nursery two
weeks before that direct seed date.
“So if you want to buy the insurance for the direct seed date,
you drop in the nursery two weeks ahead of time and then if you
get to drop it in the field with the direct seed, you throw those
plants away, and if you don’t, it’s going to be another two to four
weeks before you can put those transplants in the ground and if
it’s raining, then you’re screwed. You will have nothing. There’s
no harvest that week.”
Didn’t follow? You’re not alone, and that’s exactly Adam’s point.
Trying to explain food production is like trying to describe
brain surgery, he said, and he’s not sure why so many people are
so worried about how agriculture works, yet no one seems to
care enough about brain surgery to have it explained in the same
excruciating detail.
“You don’t need to know that stuff,” Adam said. “I think
people have been sold this idea that if they don’t understand what
we’re doing, we’re hiding something … . Nobody is trying to
hide anything. You can’t understand in the time you’re willing to
commit.”
Yet some locals, including Claire Wineman, have long worked
to translate the arcane details of farming into succinct terms that
reporters and the community can understand.
As president of the Grower-Shipper Association of Santa
Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties, Wineman often
advocates on behalf of the farmers and ranchers who pay
membership dues. That involves a lot of interviews with the
press, public comments at city council and county meetings, and
a lot of summarizing the main points of issues that, in reality,
take time to truly understand.
It’s challenging work, and Wineman said she has to stay
constantly up to date on a huge variety of topics. There are
several resources locally that help her do that, but diving into
public debates over controversial agricultural issues is still not
always a positive experience.
Wineman said she’s been misquoted by reporters a number of
times, statements she’s never made have been attributed to her,
and those falsified statements and her real quotes have both been
used against her as personal attacks. That, she said, is not the
kind of atmosphere that makes people want to speak up for what
they believe in.
And yet, the common misconceptions about agriculture are
proving to be a real problem, partly because actual legislation is
sometimes passed based on unfounded beliefs.
People, Wineman said, don’t seem to understand how stringent
the regulations over agriculture are in California. She noted Santa

Maria’s ongoing saga with H-2A, a program that allows farmers to
bring vetted nonimmigrant workers into the U.S. to provide muchneeded agricultural labor for a limited time.
The temporary guest workers are paid and provided with
necessities, including housing, which became a public issue in
March 2018, when the Santa Maria City Council suddenly passed
an emergency ordinance prohibiting property owners from housing
more than six H-2A guest workers in units located in single-family
and medium-density residential zoning districts.
City officials said the ordinance was an attempt to preserve
residential housing for long-term residents, but the council let the
ordinance expire a month later. Council members then spent the
following year holding meetings to learn more about the H-2A
program. Some of those meetings were almost entirely dedicated
to discussing the many requirements farmers have to meet in
order to use the H-2A program, and city officials still haven’t
made a final decision.
Wineman said she’s not sure that many other industries face
that level of scrutiny.

Growing into the future
While Cannon, of the Cal Poly Brock Center for Agricultural
Communication, said she understands how frustrating it can be
to feel misunderstood or ignored by the public, it’s important for
people to know how their food is made and where it’s coming from.
Farmers and ranchers have been burned by the public, she said, but
the public has been burned by unsafe food conditions and deadly
foodborne illnesses, too.
So it’s important for both sides to share their stories. The
challenge, she said, is telling those stories in a concise way that
will get people in this clickbait era to stick around.
That’s what ag communications students learn to do, Cannon
said.
It’s what the Young Farmers and Ranchers Club members are
working on, as well.
Teri Bontrager, executive director of the Santa Barbara County
Farm Bureau, has long been a local advocate of agriculture.
While she is happy to speak on behalf of her members,
Bontrager said there’s only so much general information she can
relay.
It’s always better to hear from the real farmers, to hear their real
struggles and triumphs. Still, she said, a majority of U.S. farmers
are reaching their 60s, and most are tired of answering the same
questions, defending the same practices, and all the attacks and
outrage that come with.
That’s why Bontrager is working closely with Hancock’s Young
Farmers and Ranchers Club, helping to mentor students who
are eager to stand up for their industry, ready to learn more, and
willing to fight for their rights. In Bontrager’s eyes, they’re the
only real solution out there.
“I totally understand [farmers’] frustrations,” Bontrager said.
“So that’s why we’re here to help grow a new crop of leaders and
spokespeople.” ❍
Contact Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash at kbubnash@santamariasun.com.
www.santamariasun.com • April 11 - April 18, 2019 • Sun • 9

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

NEWS

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUIS SERVIN

BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

T

he Santa Barbara County Workforce
Development Board announced the launch
of the Lompoc Valley 2019 Initiative, a
collaboration between local youth, city leaders,
government agencies, and private businesses.
Also known as Workforce Week, the initiative
includes three events aimed at providing
individuals
with workrelated
resources for
every step of
the job-search
process, from
how to find
the right job to
getting hired.
Each event takes place during the week of
April 21 in Lompoc, including the third annual
Young Adult Jobs Summit on April 27, which is
intended to reduce youth violence by providing
young adults with the tools necessary to find a
job and explore long-term career goals.
“The goal is to do our part in changing lives
and reducing violence through the power of
work,” Program Manager Luis Servin told
the Sun. “The message is that there is a great
amount of opportunities out there—violence
shouldn’t be one of them.”
The first of the Workforce Week events,
the Get Job-Ready Workshop on April 23, is
specifically designed to help attendees prepare
for the second event—the Lompoc Valley Job
and Resource Fair on April 24.
“Job seekers will learn how to introduce
themselves in a professional manner to
employers at the fair,” Servin said. “Additionally,

we’ll do some critiques. This will maximize their
chances of finding that perfect job.”
Participants in the workshop, which is open
to all ages, will create a 30-second elevator pitch
they’ll be able to use at the fair. The class will
be held at the Dick DeWees Community Center
in Lompoc on April 23, from 4 to 6 p.m. The
center is also home to the fair itself, which takes
place the following day, from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
Job exhibitors
and seekers are
encouraged to
register as soon
as possible,
Servin said,
although the
registration
deadline
stretches until the day before the fair, April 23.
The initiative concludes with the
aforementioned Young Adult Jobs Summit, at
the Lompoc Boys and Girls Club on April 27,
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. This is the first year
the event will take place in Lompoc rather than
Santa Maria.
“From its inception, the plan has always
been to rotate it throughout the county in
order to allow youth in all of our communities
the opportunity to be part of this event,”
Servin said.
The theme of this year’s summit is
“unlocking unlimited possibilities,” Servin
added. The event will include an employer
panel focused on exploring “key industry
sectors” to help young adults find the
most job opportunities. Youth workforce
development expert and motivational speaker
Edward DeJesus will present a keynote

Spotlight on:

Lompoc Valley 2019 Initiative
Luis Servin, program manager

EMPLOYMENT

FLAVOR WRITER

Join Our Team!
New Times is looking for its next FLAVOR writer, but we’re not looking for just any
article-pushing, press release-reading, food-eating, wine-drinking someone.
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special—a writer who can tease the most out of an interview, a bite of food, or a sip of liquid. Someone
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Youth motivational speaker Edward DeJesus will present a keynote address at the third annual Young
Adult Jobs Summit in Lompoc on April 27.

address at the summit.
More info on the Lompoc Valley 2019
Initiative can be found on any of the three
events’ eventbrite.com pages, or by calling
the Workforce Development Board at (805)
681-4453.

Highlight:
• Janet Silveria, president and CEO of
Community Bank of Santa Maria, announced
the addition of Randy Kammerer as vice
president and commercial lender. Kammerer
has mainly worked for community banks
throughout his career, with more than 25 years

of banking experience as a loan officer and
credit administrator. “I am very happy to join
the Community Bank of Santa Maria family.
The employees and customers are amazing
and have such a strong sense of community,
which is refreshing,” Kammerer said in a press
release. “We are truly a family, and I have a
strong appreciation for the Santa Maria style of
banking.” For more info on Community Bank
of Santa Maria, visit yourcbsm.com. ∆
Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote this
week’s Biz Spotlight. Information should be sent
to the Sun via fax, mail, or email at spotlight@
santamariasun.com.
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SCHOOL SCENE

Researchers need local moms
for bottle-feeding study
BY KASEY BUBNASH

Although breastfeeding is widely considered to
be the better alternative, Ventura said it’s simply
ew and expecting moms constantly
not possible for all moms.
hear about the positive nutritional and
New moms often stop breastfeeding if they feel
behavioral effects breastfeeding can have
they aren’t producing enough milk, struggle with
on babies, but no one really talks about how
latching, or find the process too painful. But Ventura
difficult and confusing breastfeeding can
said most moms stop breastfeeding because of
actually be.
logistical and social barriers—namely work.
Nursing can be especially challenging for
Many working moms turn to bottle feeding,
working moms, like Casey Heaney, who can’t
and
Ventura said her study aims to discover
stay home with their babies or bring them to
which bottles and feeding practices lead to the
work. Heaney, a project coordinator at Cal Poly
healthiest outcomes for babies.
San Luis Obispo’s Center for Health Research,
The first two years of a baby’s life are critical
had her first child nearly four years ago, and she
to developing lasting
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALISON VENTURA
healthy eating habits,
Ventura said.
The study, which
is being funded by
a grant from the
National Institute of
Health, will also give
a number of students
an opportunity to put
their knowledge to use
in a research setting.
Megan Hupp, a Cal
Poly grad student and
research assistant on
the project, said she’s
excited to find ways to
better help moms who
can’t breastfeed.
BON APPÉTIT: A Cal Poly research assistant observes a mother and her baby as part of a
Hupp said she hopes
study on how different baby bottle and feeding methods impact babies.
this study will give
bottle-feeding moms
was back at work a few months after giving birth. the tools they need to raise a healthy child
Rather than breastfeeding, she decided to
without breastfeeding.
pump and bottle feed her baby breast milk,
“I just wanted more experience with moms
but Heaney said she didn’t feel confident—she
and babies and a better understanding of how
was never sure how much to feed her baby or
we can help moms to be more in tune with their
whether he was eating too much.
babies and their hunger and nutrition needs,”
When Heaney’s son was about 6 months old,
Hupp said. “And I think these studies are going
she volunteered to participate in a pilot study
to help that a lot.” m
in Cal Poly’s Kinesiology and Public Health
Department. The researchers aimed to discover
Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash writes School Scene
how different methods of bottle feeding impact
each week. Information can be sent to the Sun via
babies and their eating habits. During the
mail, fax, or email at mail@santamariasun.com.
study, Heaney said she found that a lot of other
mothers shared her concerns.
“It was nice to know it wasn’t just me,”
Heaney told the Sun.
That initial pilot has long since wrapped up,
and now researchers are launching another, a
Santa Maria High School student Jayson Downey is still
three-month project in which 100 local mothers
young, but track and field coaches expect to see great things
will be occasionally observed bottle feeding
from the athlete in years to come.
Downey, a sophomore, specializes in long, high, and
their babies. Participating babies must be under
triple jumps. He’s doing well enough in the league overall,
6 months old, and mothers using breast milk,
but according to assistant coach Steven Youngblood, he’s
formula, or a combination of both are welcome
close to leading other jumpers his age. In the long jump,
to participate. Cal Poly will provide participants
Downey is currently ranked as seventh in the overall league
with bottles and $100 each.
and second among
While anyone in the area can volunteer,
other
sophomores, PHOTO COURTESY OF STEVEN YOUNGBLOOD
researchers are specifically looking for moms
Youngblood
said. In
living in the Santa Maria and Lompoc areas,
the high jump, he’s
according to Alison Ventura, a Cal Poly
tied for first among
professor who is leading the study.
sophomores.
Nearly half of all infants in Santa Maria and
And at the Santa
Lompoc are bottle fed immediately after birth,
Barbara Easter Relays
according to Ventura, who attributed that statistic
on March 23, Downey
to data collected by hospitals in northern Santa
earned three medals:
Barbara County. Breastfeeding only becomes
in the long jump, high
more difficult for parents to continue as their
jump, and a running
babies get older, Ventura said, so researchers
event.
expect that the rates of bottle feeding in North
Youngblood
said
County are even higher than data suggests.
it’s his leadership and
Researchers know that new moms need
listening skills that make Downey successful.
“He’s very reliable,” Youngblood said. “We can tell him to do
better help and support when they’re first
something and turn our backs and know he’ll get it done.” m
learning to breastfeed, but Ventura said there
—Kasey Bubnash
are even fewer support services and educational
opportunities for those who bottle feed.
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CANARY 15

Online Poll

Should the Santa Barbara Sheriff
take grant money from the DEA
to fight illegal cannabis grows?
50% No. The war on drugs is a total
waste of money.
33% Yes. Any help to punish lawbreakers
is helpful.
9% I want to get rid of grows, but we
should pay for it ourselves.
8% The DEA should pay for 100 percent
of the cost to fight illegal cannabis.
12 Votes
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Birds on a perch

Lompoc city residents need to clean out their bird cages

T

he Santa Maria Sun has a Canary whose
opinions grace the paper each week, but
this bird is not alone. Preening as she does
and chirping away, the Canary is a piker when
compared to the avian trio that perch on the
dais during Lompoc City Council meetings.
One citizen recently complained during a
council meeting that our city has lots of pigeons
making their messes all over town.
Three of them were elected to the City
Council and have been making a mess of City
Hall ever since. They would like the title of
“wise old owls,” but their antics are more like
gooney birds as they frequently join in the coop
outside City Hall to plan their next drop. Then
they perch on the dais waiting for their next
target to arrive.
As most flocks do, they have a leader; he
claims to know everything there is to know
about government finance and how to execute
the oversight duties of elected officials. His
heavy-handed tactics and use of faulty facts to
support his agenda have the other two birds
mesmerized as they occasionally ruffle their
feathers or are simply seen cooing in agreement
during council discussions.
The three forage around City Hall looking
for bits and pieces of data and then deposit
their waste without regard to where it falls.
It sometimes gets messy as they strut around
looking for their next prey.
In the aerospace industry, we had a personnel
term called “turbidity,” which described the ebb
and flow of hands-on workers and engineers.
The term applied to people who move from job
to job throughout their working life as well as
the vacancies that occur due to retirement. It
is a normal and healthy way for employees to
improve their compensation and for business or
government to freshen their workforce.
But over the last couple of years in Lompoc,
the turbidity among senior staff is at an
unusually high rate, why?
The first major casualty occurred when
the trio plopped on a well-respected fire chief
because he proposed relocating a fire station
that had been built as a “temporary” fire station
30 years earlier. He also wanted to update the
emergency operations center, which is woefully
inadequate. So, he had to go.
Their next prey was the deputy city manager
and economic development director; she was
blamed for derailing a favored project of the
trio when the reality was that the federal agency
responsible for funding the property where the
project was being proposed had nixed it. Plop,
another casualty.
Then when a former city manager challenged
the veracity of the bird band leaders’ fantasy
facts during the 2017-19 budget discussion,
they took aim; plop another big loss to the city
management team.
Next was the police chief; his “crime” was
to challenge a proposal to allow unlimited
sales of cannabis in the city. He simply stated
that his experience as the head of the cannabis
enforcement effort in Portland, Oregon, told
him that we were headed for trouble if we didn’t
limit the number of outlets in the city and
create manageable regulations for home growth.
The trio’s answer—reduce police department
staffing. But his biggest sin may have been
how he managed the carry concealed weapons
program; the denial of some permits was
unsatisfactory. Plop, another loss.
Now there is a renewed effort to “balance the
budget” without allowing voters to weigh in
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on the matter. Once again, using faulty “facts,”
the head brain in the bird trio tried to convince
people that only he knew how to finance the
city. Sensing that the trio would continue
pushing their false narrative, the community
development director left for a better position.
The public works director had looked at the
proposed numbers for his department and
quickly fled for a job closer to where he and his
family live, that had fewer headaches and paid
more money; another loss to our struggling city.
Several lower-level employees have chosen to
retire early or leave the city of Lompoc for other
employment because they sense their positions may
be cut anyway so they’ll beat the rush for the exits.
Turnover in Lompoc city government has
reached an all-time high. It has begun to impact
the city manager’s ability to provide basic
services to the community.
For example, I am told that one proposal is
to cut six more police officers and eliminate
staffing for the fire department rescue crew.
Both moves have been encouraged from the
pigeon perch as they hunt other prey. Loss of
the officers and a fire department resource that
responded to more than 500 calls for service
alone last year, when both other units were busy,
is totally irresponsible. Response to those calls,
including heart attacks and traumatic injuries,
would have been delayed without this crew.
But pigeons seeking another target rarely
think about the consequences of their actions.
And, unlike the Sun’s Canary, who only
comments on the outcome of political decisions,
these birds are making those decisions.
To illustrate, the last two city managers have
proposed placing a temporary sales tax before
voters to overcome revenue shortfalls. Plop,
plop, plop, the trio rejected that idea and refuse
to allow citizens the right to vote. Thus, they
targeted the entire population of the city and
don’t even care about the impact on public safety

or the quality of life for the people they serve.
The pigeon coop needs to be cleaned out. m
Ron Fink writes to the Sun from Lompoc. Send
comments through the editor at clanham@
santamariasun.com or write a letter to the editor
and email it to letters@santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
Oil and quakes don’t mix
Increased seismic activity is only one of many
inevitable potential dangers from the expansion
of oil drilling in the Santa Maria Valley.
ERG, Aera, and PetroRock all intend to use
cyclic steam injection to pull the heavy, thick crude
from the ground, which requires the re-injection of
wastewater. Wastewater injections are considered
to be responsible for an increase in earthquakes,
according to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).
Santa Barbara County has an estimated 100 to 200
of these wastewater injection sites.
According to a report published through the
Santa Barbara County Action Network, from
2000 to 2012, the Santa Maria area averaged
fewer than two earthquakes a year. Yet in 2013
alone, the report states, there were 58 quakes
recorded in that same area. This major increase
correlates with close proximity to wastewaterinjected areas. Quake distribution is particularly
dense in oil-active Cat Canyon, Orcutt,
Casmalia, and south Santa Maria.
In its environmental report, ERG Resources
itself refers to the geological hazards that can
trigger landslides and seismic activity during
construction and drilling. Such activity can
also trigger accelerated soil erosion and cause
damage to project structures, resulting in injury
and death of oil workers, who will be on the
front lines of these projects.
ERG tempts us to say yes to their project by
boasting of the number of jobs they will create;
but it is those very workers and the community
who will suffer–not the CEO of ERG.
There is no mitigation for these hazards.

Irv Beiman
Santa Ynez

EMPLOYMENT

OPINION

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Deep breaths

S

anta Maria residents have been arguing
about whether to house temporary guest
farmworkers in town since at least 2015—
and they still haven’t figured anything out.
Last year, the city hosted a series of
workshops to try to explain the federal H-2A
program. Farmers and agricultural industry
representatives have said that it’s a necessity. So,
in a blue collar town built by farmers, ranchers,
and the oil industry, what’s the problem?
If you ask Mayor Alice “I need to breathe”
Patino, the problem, whatever it is, is more than
just a problem. It’s an
emergency! Batton down
the hatches, ya’ll. The
immigrants are here! Not
only are they here to work
legally and pick those
beautiful strawberries that
your town is known for—
those juicy tart beauties
brought more than $457
million to Santa Barbara
County in 2017—they’re
also here to temporarily
reside in a hotel/motel near you.
“Wait, what?” some residents are apparently
complaining. “We want the berries dammit,
not the hands that pick them.”
Rumor has it that more motel/hotel
properties might get purchased by agricultural
employers for housing H-2A workers. And they
could do it without a discretionary permit,
meaning there doesn’t need to be a public
hearing.
Wait, I still don’t understand what the
problem is. It makes sense that a hotel could
temporarily house people, even longterm,
because that’s what they do best.
In the urgency ordinance that the Santa
Maria City Council ended up not passing on
April 2, the city described this emergency as a
“current and immediate threat to the health,
safety, and welfare of city residents from
increasing use of motels and/or hotels in the
city for housing of H-2A workers.”
Health, safety, and welfare, huh? Anything
specific?
Oh, farmers and labor contractors are
purchasing crappy dilapidated motels
that really were a public nuisance, making
improvements, and paying for federally vetted
temporary laborers from another country to
come live in them so those lovely red berries
that Santa Maria celebrates with its very own
festival don’t rot in the fields?
As De Ville Motel owner Andy Patel
recounted to City Council, those H-2A workers
“ended up being model tenants.” And a
guaranteed income, incidentally. A full hotel
for 10 months out of the year and no major
issues—no drugs, no prostitution, no petty
theft—sounds pretty damn good.
The city also argued that these H-2A workers
are taking up valuable housing in a city with
already low vacancy rates. In residential areas,
sure I can understand that argument, but it
sounds like a little bit of a red herring when it
comes to the motels/hotels.
If you’re Coucilmember Etta “I’m a NIMBY but
won’t admit it” Waterfield, Santa Maria residents
shouldn’t be burdened with the housing needs of
the agricultural industry. But, I’m pretty sure that
most of the local farmers shop and live in Santa
Maria. They stimulate the economy. They’re voters.
Sounds to me like some people just don’t like
farmworkers for whatever reason. I can’t quite
put my little feathered wing on it though. What’s
that word again? It starts with an “r” and ends
with “acism.” ❍
The Canary can smell BS from a mile away. Send
comments to canary@santamariasun.com.

Join Our Team!
The Sun is currently looking for an Executive Assistant. Our EA does much more than
answer phones and greet visitors. They serve as the right-hand person to the owners
and are a central hub of communication for the entire company. The day-to-day
functioning of the Sun wouldn’t be possible without this position.

Enter
Our 31st
Annual
55 Fiction
Contest!
Submit a brief
story, fifty-five
words or less,
with a headline
no longer than
seven words.

Entries are due by 5pm on
Monday, June 10, 2019.
Winners will be published
in our July 11, 2019
publications.
Visit this website
for more details:
bit.ly/55Fiction

NewTimesSLO.com
SantaMariaSun.com

Primary Responsibilities:
• Serve as the right hand person to the Executive
Team
• Handle calendars, scheduling, and appointments
for the Executive Team
• Assist HR Services with legal forms and processes
• Answer and direct all incoming phone calls
• Greet and direct all visitors, being able to answer
any questions pertaining to the company
• Book ads for publications
• Manage office inventory and order weekly for
the Sun
• Maintain Santa Maria facilities and machines;
really own the office

• Manage appropriate vendor relationships
• Distribute and drop off mail at the post office
Relevant skills & experience include:
• Bachelors or relevant experience equivalent
• Must be organized with a high attention
to detail
• Proactive and self-motivated
• Proficient at Microsoft Office
• Excellent time management skills
• Calm under pressure
• Dependable and reliable
• Good at multi-tasking
• Great interpersonal skills

Please send your résumé and cover letter to
Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com
NEW TIMES
MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com

2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

EMPLOYMENT

FULL-TIME WRITER
The Sun in Northern Santa Barbara County is looking for its next
staff writer, but we’re not looking for just any article-pushing,
source-wrangling, story-chasing someone.
Are you sick of editing or regurgitating press releases day after day? Or maybe it’s those damn list things—
you know the ones: “Top 10 hottest places to eat your lunch on a rainy day.” Or maybe it’s just not being able
to put the time and reporting into a story that deserves it: the weeks and repeated phone calls that give a
story what it needs to ripen into the hard-charging, data-filled narrative it’s dying to be; the time that turns
a “meh” story into one that blows a hole in the status quo.
Can you see the big picture of what a story means to a community? Is that what drives you? Do you know
what it takes to—yes, we know, it’s cliché—make a difference in the lives of the people you cover? Does
that sort of thing matter to you?
If so, then you’re exactly who we’re looking for: a staff writer who isn’t afraid to take on the tedious, the
tenuous, or the talented. That certain someone who can wrestle a story to the ground and fill it with the
things that matter to the communities we cover at the Sun and New Times. Oil, agricultural, water, and
environmental advocacy aren’t the only things that drive this place—although those are pretty juicy beats.
There’s more, and we want to hire someone who can drive his or herself to unearth those stories and tell
them in a meaningful way.
Let us know if you’ve got what it takes. We dare you. Send a résumé, cover letter,
and story samples to Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com.
New Times Media Group is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.
1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com

NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

2540 Skyway Drive
Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com
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SPRING FESTIVITIES

The Lompoc Spring Festival takes place on April
19, 20, and 21 at Ryon Park. This event features
live music, a variety of exhibitors, carnival rides
and games, food booths, a car show, and more.
Unlimited ride wristbands start at $20. More
info: lompocvalleyfestivals.com.
—Caleb Wiseblood

SPECIAL EVENTS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC SPRING FESTIVAL This event features live

music, a variety of exhibitors, carnival rides and games,
food booths, a car show, and more. April 19, April 20
and April 21 Unlimited ride wristbands start at $20.
lompocvalleyfestivals.com. Ryon Park, 800 W. Ocean Ave.,
Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

10TH ANNUAL FREE FAMILY KITE FESTIVAL

Central Coast residents of all ages will send hundreds of
colored kites soaring into the sky. April 14, 12-4 p.m. Free.
805-928-8414. smvdiscoverymuseum.org/. Santa Maria
Valley Discovery Museum, 705 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

THE 5 CITIES OPTIMISTS: THE ROYAL FLUSH,
SALOON AND GAMBLING HALL Enjoy dinner, Las

Vegas style games, prizes, and more. April 13, 6-10:30
p.m. Varies. 805-710-6570. Portuguese Hall, 707 Huasna
Rd, Arroyo Grande.

AVILA BEACH EASTER FESTIVAL Avila Beach Civic
Association and The San Luis Yacht Club present this event.
Guests can enjoy Easter egg dyeing, arts and crafts, a
bounce house, getting photos with the Easter Bunny, and
more. Sponsored by Joan Gellert-Sargen April 13, 10-11:30
a.m. Free. 805-627-1997. avilabeachcc.com. Avila Beach
Community Center, 191 San Miguel St., Avila Beach.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

LA FETE DU PINK Sip Rosé from over 20 handpicked
wineries. April 13, 1-4 p.m. $55. lafetedupink.com.
La Lomita Ranch, 1985 La Lomita Way, San Luis
Obispo, 805-927-1028.

SLO COLOR BLAST FUN RUN A non-

competitive 5k run/walk. The Alex Maier
Memorial Scholarship Fund and Black and
Gold Boosters receive the proceeds from the
fun run, in honor of SLO High School soccer
player Alex Maier (#23). April 14, 8 a.m.-noon
$20-$70. 805-904-4872. slocolorblast.com/.
Laguna Middle school, 11050 Los Osos Valley
Rd., San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

28TH ANNUAL ROCKHOUND ROUND-UP GEM,
MINERAL, AND JEWELRY SHOW Features dealers
selling gems, minerals, crystals, fossils, jewelry, jewelrymaking supplies, and more. April 13-14, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
$5 per person; free to children 16 and under plus active

FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LOMPOC VALLEY FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION

military. 805-610-0603. slrockhounds.org. Paso Robles
Event Center, 2198 Riverside Ave., Paso Robles.

works. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

ATASCADERO CITY-WIDE YARD SALE Sell your
stuff or shop for bargains. Proceeds from registration will
benefit JOY Playground at Colony Park. April 13, 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Downtown Atascadero, Entrada Ave., Atascadero,
atascaderochamber.org.

EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout classes for

A PARTY FOR THE PLANET: EARTH DAY AND
CHILDREN’S DAY IN THE PARK Both events are

noon $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt,
805-937-9750.

teaming up for a day of education, conservation, and more.
Activities are included with admission to the zoo. April 13,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Regular zoo admission. 805-461-5080.
VisitAtascadero.com. Charles Paddock Zoo, 9100 Morro
Rd., Atascadero.

ARTS
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS Marie
King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons for all ages
and skill levels. Couples and singles welcome. Wednesdays,
6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for 4-week session. 805-928-7799.
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required.

Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805937-9750.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From the
basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill levels
welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8. 805-6805695. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt.

CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other
artists and support and critique others’

teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m. everybodycandance.
webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor. Fridays, 9 a.m.-

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN DANCE
CLASSES Hosted by the Kings of Swing. All skill levels

welcome (adults). Couples and singles welcome. Preregistration recommended. Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. $45.
805-928-7799. Adkins Dance Center, 1110 E. Clark Ave.,
Santa Maria.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or
experience needed. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-1574.
CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew, 338 W. Tefft
St, Nipomo.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance, 628
S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

ACRYLIC POUR: INTERMEDIATE WORKSHOP

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6 p.m. and

MUSIC LESSONS Offering private and classroom

lessons. ongoing 805-925-0464. Coelho Academy of Music,
325 E. Betteravia Road, Santa Maria.

MUSICAL THEATRE AND CABARET WORKSOP
CLASSES Come improve your vocal skills so that you’ll

have more fun singing cabaret, karaoke, and more.
Mondays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. through Sept. 30 $75 for a four
week session; $20 to drop in. 805-400-5335. Cabaret805.
com. Santa Maria Civic Theatre, 1660 N. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y
With artist and teacher Shelley Kenny. Learn Intermediate
techniques and tips. Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. through May 29
$40. 805-550-3732. theartgalanipomo.com. Gala De Arte
Plaza, 136 N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

DRUM MAKING Drum making with Julie Johnson. Second
Saturday of every month, 12-4 p.m. $250. 805-674-4277.
Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo
Grande.

HENNA TATTOO ART AND WINE WITH IVY

SALSA DANCE CLASS No partner or experience

Temporarily tattoo your own hand/arm or bring a friend as
your guinea pig. April 12, 6-8 p.m. $40. 805-550-9963.
theartgalanipomo.com/events-classes/henna-tattoo-artwine-with-ivy-in-april-and-may/. Gala De Arte Plaza, 136 N
Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

SANTA MARIA SEWING SUPERSTORE CLASSES

LLAMA LOVE NAILSTRING ART AND WINE WITH
WENDY CANAAN All supplies and wine are included.

needed. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-1574.
CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew, 338 W. Tefft
St, Nipomo.

Visit site for full list of classes and more details. MondaysThursdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. santamariasewing.com. Santa
Maria Sewing Superstore, 127 E. Main St., Santa Maria,
805-922-1784.

SPRING MAKERSPACE Events take place in the
learning center. Call for full schedule and more info.

New Times and the Sun now share their
community listings for a complete Central
Coast calendar running from SLO County through
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online
by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Wednesdays, 5-7 p.m.
through May 29 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

INDEX
Special Events ..........[16]

Every other Saturday, 6-8 p.m. through April 20 $40. 805550-9963. theartgalanipomo.com/events-classes/llamalove-nailstring-art-wine-with-wendy-canaan/. Gala De Arte
Plaza, 136 N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

OPEN STUDIO FOR HOMESCHOOLED CHILDREN

Includes drawing, painting, sewing, weaving, mixed media,
printmaking, and 3-dimensional building in a safe, noncompetitive environment. Fridays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. $20 per
hour. 805-668-2125. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East
Grand Ave. Suite 101, Arroyo Grande, lila.community.

PALM TREES: BEGINNING PAINTING WITH
CATHERINE LEMOINE Learn how to paint motion and

Culture & Lifestyle.......[19]

direction and let nature be your guide in this introduction to
painting. Every other Wednesday, 2-5 p.m. through April 17
$40. 805-550-9963. theartgalanipomo.com. Gala De Arte
Plaza, 136 N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

Food & Drink..............[22]

PLAY EXPLORE CREATE 2 Includes drawing, pastel,
watercolor, tempera, collage, printmaking, sewing, and

Arts ............................[16]

Music .........................[23]

ARTS continued page 17

ARTS from page 16

PHOTO COURTESY OF GALA DE ARTE PLAZA

building. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9-10:30 a.m. & 1:30-3
p.m. $20. 805-668-2125. lila.community. LilA Creative
Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. Suite 101, Arroyo Grande.

RAY STRONG: A
COLLECTOR’S PASSION One

WINE GLASS PAINTING: ART AND WINE WITH ARTIST
NICKI LENORE April 11, 6-8 p.m. and April 18, 6-8 p.m.

collector, David Parker, is sharing his
Ray Strong paintings as well as his
stories of how he built his collection
of over thirty pieces. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. through July 8 $5. 805-6868315. wildlingmuseum.org/news/
ray-strong-2019-art-exhibit. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B
Mission Dr., Solvang.

$40. 805-550-9963. theartgalanipomo.com/events-classes/
wine-glass-painting-art-wine-with-artist-nikki-lenore/. Gala De Arte
Plaza, 136 N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

CHUMASH KITCHEN: WILD SALVE WORKSHOP

Explore traditional use of native and non-native herbs and
learn ethical harvesting techniques and ecology from an
Indigenous perspective. April 12, 5:30-7:30 p.m. $45-$55.
805-541-1400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden,
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY
ARTS ASSOCIATION:
SECOND SATURDAY
ARTISANS Applications to be

CREATE YOUR OWN DECORATIVE EASTER EGGS

Use alcohol inks and other fun materials on plastic eggs. Kids
of all ages welcome. April 12, 11 a.m.-noon & 3-4 p.m. $5.
805-747-4200. artcentralslo.wordpress.com. Art Central,
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

a featured artist will be accepted
throughout the series. Second
Saturday of every month, 12-5
p.m. Free. 805-688-7338.
santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez
Valley Grange Hall, 2374 Alamo
Pintado, Los Olivos.

LIFE DRAWING BASICS WITH LURY NORRIS Students

will be introduced to several different techniques for depicting
the human body in their own style using dry media. April 13, 10
a.m.-3 p.m. and April 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. $130-$145. 805-5438562. sloma.org/product/life-drawing-basics/. San Luis Obispo
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

SPRING SHOW Reception is April

PAINTING IN WATERCOLOR WITH STRONG
VALUES Learn how to create relationships with strong

6 from 3 to 5 p.m., when winners will
be announced. Tuesdays. through
April 28 Varies. 805-737-1129.
Lompoc Valley Art Association, 119
E. Cypress, Lompoc, lompocart.
com.

values. No prior experience is necessary. Paper is supplied.
Students supply their own paint and brushes. April 11,
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and April 13, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $45 per
session; $150 for 5 consecutive classes. 805-688-9977.
artcentralslo.wordpress.com/workshops-events/. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/

ZENTANGLE AND THE ART OF MINDFUL
CREATION WITH DEBBIE GEDAYLOO The Zentangle

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Method is designed to expand your way of seeing things and
help you quiet your mind, all while playing in the realm of art.
Third Tuesday of every month, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. through
April 17 $40 for new students; $25 for continuing students.
805-550-2487. artcentralartsupply.com/current-workshops.
php. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S
group with two featured poets and open readings. Check
CORE Winery Facebook page for details or schedule
changes. Second Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m. Free.
805-937-1600. corewine.com. CORE Winery, 105 W Clark
Ave., Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

CELEBRATE YOUR PET: ART EVENT Get a custom

art piece of your pet by a local artist. Please bring pictures
of your pet. Wine and appetizers served. April 12 Free. 805550-9963. theartgalanipomo.com. Gala De Arte Plaza, 136
N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

CHURCH TREASURE SALE Indoor swap meet featuring

antiques, white elephant items, and everything in between.
April 13, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-473-8059. Nipomo
Community Presbyterian Church, 1235 N Thompson Rd.,
Arroyo Grande, nipomopresbyterian.org.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ART SUPPLIES SUPER SALE Discounts on all supplies.
April 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 25% discounts. 805-747-4200. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

EXHIBITS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

COMMUNITY DAY AT THE WILDLING Wildling offers

Kathleen Gerber, 2018

LOS A L A MOS

Gala De Arte Plaza hosts one of its Henna Tattoo Art and Wine
events on April 12, from 6 to 8 p.m. Participants will be able to
temporarily tattoo their own hand or arm. Admission to this
workshop is $40 and includes supplies and wine. The plaza is
located at 136 N. Thompson Ave., suite B, Nipomo. Call (805)
550-9963 or visit theartgalanipomo.com to find out more.
—C.W.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
POETRY NIGHT AT CORE WINERY Monthly poetry

Doug Picotte, and more. ongoing,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-686-1080.
pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art
Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste
C, Solvang.

free admission during Community Day. Enjoy drop-in art
activities, current exhibits, and more. Third Wednesday of
every month Free. 805-688-1082. wildlingmuseum.org.
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang.

FOR THE JOY OF PAINTING Featuring art by Sheryl
Knight and Linda Mutti. Meet the artists at a reception
on April 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. Mondays-Fridays,
Sundays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. through April 30
Free to public. 805-688-7517. Gallery Los
Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos,
gallerylosolivos.com.

FINE ARTS FACULTY SHOW The gallery is open

Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. and
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Through April 13
Ann Foxworthy Gallery, 800 S. College Dr.,
Santa Maria, 805-922-6966, Ext. 3252,
hancockcollege.edu/gallery/.

JERI YOUNG: FEATURED ARTIST This

APRIL 11 - APRIL 18
2019

NATURE REGENERATED Photographers were

encouraged to capture examples of nature’s ability to
regenerate and thrive. This exhibit showcases winning
entries in the Adult and Junior categories. ongoing Free. 805686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org/photography-competition/.
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS

Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis. Featured
artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert Hildebrand,

Dylan Kyle, 2018

Winning
Images

Cary Geihs, 2018

gallery is open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m.
and Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
April 15-May 30 Ann Foxworthy
Gallery, 800 S. College Dr., Santa
Maria, 805-922-6966, Ext. 3252,
hancockcollege.edu/gallery/.

APRIL GROUP EXHIBIT A
group show featured during the
month of April. Featured artists are TBA. Through May 1
Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-2278,
valleygallery.org.

NATURE IMAGINED This exhibit

celebrates nature through art by Cheryl
Medow, Ellen Jewett, and Hilary Brace.
These artists used diverse materials and
methods to create their works. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $5. 805686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum
of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

ALLAN HANCOCK FINE
ARTS STUDENT SHOW The

exhibit is part of an ongoing series of shows
to spotlight local art and artists. Through
June 27 Ameriprise Financial, 2605 S Miller
St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.

LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS:
CONTINUING SERIES An ongoing series of

shows, facilitated by advisor Terry Dworaczyk, to
spotlight local art and artists. Each show includes an
artist reception. ongoing Ameriprise Financial, 2605 S Miller
St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.

MICHAEL LONG: FEATURED ARTIST The gallery is
open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m.
and Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Through April 11 Ann
Foxworthy Gallery, 800 S. College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-9226966, Ext. 3252, hancockcollege.edu/gallery/.
SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS JURIED
EXHIBITION ongoing smartscouncil.org. Betteravia

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FOURTH ANNUAL TRILOGY ART GROUP EXHIBIT

The Trilogy Art Group presents a fundraiser for the Friends of
the Nipomo Library with an exhibit of multi-media 2d and 3D
artwork. Reception and silent auction on April 6 from 2 to 4
p.m. Through April 29, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Nipomo Library, 918
W. Tefft, Nipomo, 929-3994, slolibrary.org.

FROM ARTISTS, FOR ARTISTS, BY ARTISTS

Featuring fine art oils and pastels from Corynn Wolf, acrylics
from Ryan Adams, and works from various mediums by Marc
Wolf ongoing Free. 805-773-6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781
Price St., Pismo Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

NANCY HAGLUND PHOTO EXHIBITION Through
May 5, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. $5 per person.. 805-929-5679.
DanaAdobe.org. DANA Adobe Cultural Center, 671 S.
Oakglen Ave., Nipomo.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

2019 JURIED STUDENT SHOW Showcasing the

very best of the Art and Design department. Featuring
juried selections from the concentrations of Studio Art,
Photography and Video, and Graphic Design. April 11,
5-7 p.m. and Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through
May 3 Free. 805-756-1571. artgallery.calpoly.edu. Cal Poly
University Art Gallery, Cal Poly Art & Design, 1 Grand Ave.,
San Luis Obispo, 93407-0321, San Luis Obispo.

BRUCE EVERETT: A CHANGE OF SCENERY

Featuring large California and local landscape oil on
canvas paintings, created over a 40 year span. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. through May 12 Free.
805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

CYNTHIA MEYER: LOCAL COLOR Enjoy landscape,
light, and architecture captured on a sunny day in SLO.
ongoing, 6-9 p.m. Free. 805-210-8687. secretslo.com.
Sauer-Adams Adobe, 964 Chorro St., San Luis Obispo.
HERE AND THERE: KEN CHRISTENSEN Featuring
Ken Christensen’s original oils inspired by California, New
Mexico, and France. Through May 28 805-542-9000. sloart.
com. Frame Works, 339 Marsh St, San Luis Obispo.

CALLS FOR ARTISTS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

CALL FOR ARTISTS: BRUSHSTROKES 2019 A

non-themed state-wide juried exhibition at SLOMA. Juror:
Jerry McLaughlin. Visit site for details. Mondays-Sundays.
through May 15 $35 for up to two paintings. 805-543-8562.
sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St.,
San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: AWAKEN SLO COUNTY
STUDENTS A year-long program celebrating art and

community expressed through the imaginative creations
of our county’s students. Three student exhibitions will be
displayed at SLOMA throughout the year. Through May 12
Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of
Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

STAGE
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

UNNECESSARY FARCE A hysterical comedy by Paul

Slade Smith. Following every performance is the brand new
vaudeville jungle adventure. Wednesdays-Sundays. through
April 28 $23-$30. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.
com/. Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.

ALS MELODRAMA FUNDRAISER Proceeds of
this farce support local ALS patients and funding for a
cure. April 11, 7-9:30 p.m. $38-$48. 805-489-2499.
americanmelodrama.com. Great American Melodrama, 1863
Front St., Oceano.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

SPORK IN THE ROAD THEATRE COMPANY’S

Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

Wes Bracken, 2018

ARTS continued page 19

Barry Goyette, 2018

The entry period for our 24th Annual Photography Contest & Exhibition is May 2–20, 2019
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Opening night at SLOMA is June 19 · Publications are June 20
More details to come soon · NewTimesSLO.com · SantaMariaSun.com
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FREE

ADMIS
SION

CARNIVAL RIDES
DAILY
FOOD
BOOTHS
BEER & WINE
LIVE MUSIC

CARNIVAL
HOURS

Friday 2:30-11pm
Saturday 11am-11pm
Sunday 11am-8pm

FRIDAY

ON STAGE 6-8PM
Ghost in the Machine,
Police Tribute Band

SATURDAY

Car /Motorcycle Show
(8am Entry 4pm Exit)
ON STAGE 6:15-8PM
Livewire, Rock N Roll

SUNDAY

Easter Egg Hunt
11:30am
Arm Wrestling 2pm
Bartender Race 3pm
ON STAGE 4-6PM
Do No Harm, Variety

CAR & CYCLE SHOW
EASTER EGG HUNT
BARTENDER RACE
ARM WRESTLING

$25

PRE-SALE
RIDE
TICKETS

TICKETS

Lompoc Grocery
Stores, Banks,
Parks & Rec,
Chamber &
Festival Office

Stay in touch
and update

Timeless classics
for throughout
the year

with our VIP program by
texting wildflowers to
80258
(Standard text messaging
rates may apply)

An eclectic blend of fashion & accessories for women and girls
LOS OLIVOS

ORCUTT

PISMO BEACH

2920 Grand Ave • 805.697.7377
Mon-Sat: 10:30-5:30 • Sun: 11-5

3388 Orcutt Rd • 805.922.9195
Mon-Sat: 10:30-6 • Sun: 11-5

890 Price St • 805-773-1055
Mon-Sat: 10:30-5:30 • Sun: 11-5

wildflowerwomenboutique.com

#LOVEWFW

@WILDFLOWERWOMENBOUTIQUE

On April 24th from 9am-11am
at Jackʻs in Old Orcutt
156 S. Broadway St., Suite C

FREE

ADMISSION
PARK OPENS
11AM DAILY

Lompoc Valley Festival Office
414 W. Ocean Ave
(805) 735-8511
LompocValleyFestivals.com
18 • Sun • April 11 - April 18, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

Adopt a Duck for
$5 and receive
$1 off a slice of pie!

ARTS from page 17
THE STATE OF BEING HAPPY A choose-your-own-

adventure style theatrical show. April 12, 8-9:30 p.m.,
April 13, 8-9:30 p.m. and April 14, 2-3:30 p.m. $10 for
general; $8 for students. 925-588-4153. pacslo.
org. Performing Arts Center, 1 Grand Ave.,
San Luis Obispo.

Child CPR/AED course incorporates the latest science
and teaches students how to respond to breathing and
cardiac emergencies for victims about 8 years and older.
April 12, 5:30-8 p.m. $70. 805-546-3100. cuesta.edu/
communityprograms. Cuesta College, Highway 1, San Luis
Obispo.

CITIZENSHIP CLASS To prepare for the

citizenship exam. No registration required.
Tuesdays, 5-6 p.m. Free. 805-781-5783.
slolibrary.org. San Luis Obispo Library, 995
Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

STAGED READING: GIRLS LIKE
THAT Presented by SLO Rep’s Ubu’s

Other Shoe Staged Reading Series. April
19, 7-9 p.m. $15. 805-786-2440. slorep.
org/shows/girls-like-that/. San Luis
Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro St.,
San Luis Obispo.

CENTRAL COAST SHAKESPEARE
FESTIVAL AUDITIONS Auditions for Twelfth

OPIOID CRISIS IN SLO COUNTY A

APRIL 11 - APRIL 18
2019

Night and Treasure Island. April 13, 12:30-4:30 p.m.
and April 14, 1:30-5:30 p.m. centralcoastshakespeare.
org. Ludwick Community Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis
Obispo.

SLOLIO The monthly storytelling event at Linnaea’s open

to anyone who has a true story to share based on a theme
which can be told without notes. April 17, 7-9 p.m. Free.
805-995-2867. slolio.org. Linnaea’s Cafe, 1110 Garden St.,
San Luis Obispo.

timely discussion of the opioid crisis here on
the Central Coast. April 13, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Free. 805-781-5989. San Luis Obispo Library,
995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

READING AND BOOK SIGNING WITH
JIM GREGORY Historian Jim Gregory will be reading

Ritter, botany professor and author,, for a visual tour and
celebration of California’s iconic native flora. April 16,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7Sisters Brewing
Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo,
7SistersBrewing.com.

guests get feedback on images and recognition for hard
work. Third Wednesday of every month, 7-9:30 p.m. through
Nov. 21 805-801-2879. santamariacameraclub.org. Merrill
Gardens, 1220 N Suey Rd, Santa Maria.

CLUBS & MEETINGS

nonprofit educational organization that empowers individuals
to become more effective communicators and leaders.
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 805-264-6722. santamaria.
toastmastersclubs.org/. Toyota of Santa Maria, 700 E
Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ANIME CLUB FOR TEENS Meet once a month to watch

anime, discuss manga, try Japanese snacks, or do an activity.
April 12, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

BOARD OF LIBRARY TEENS (BOLT) Teens have

the opportunity to plan upcoming teen events and make
changes in the teen zone. April 13, 10-11 a.m. Free. 805925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland
St., Santa Maria.

selections from his latest book. April 13, 11 a.m.-noon
$5. slorrm.com/190413.html. San Luis Obispo Railroad
Museum, 1940 Santa Barbara Ave, San Luis Obispo, (805)
548-1894.

Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

TALKS ON TAP! CALIFORNIA PLANTS: A
TOUR THROUGH OUR ICONIC FLORA Join Matt

SANTA MARIA CAMERA CLUB COMPETITION
MEETING Meet monthly for a friendly competition where

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT: MAH
JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-922-2993.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY
MEETING Toastmasters International is a worldwide

THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY The Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society

holds meetings open to the public. Third Thursday of every
month, 2-4 p.m. SMVGS.org. Family History Center, 908
Sierra Madre, Santa Maria.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET ADELINES
INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all women who are

interested in learning about barbershop-style music singing
and performing. Thursdays, 6:45-9:30 p.m. 805-736-7572.
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Road, Orcutt.

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free. naughtyoak.

CULTIURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 20

SPRING AIR AERIAL SHOWCASE Enjoy
choreographed aerial dances on silks, hoop, straps, and
more. Performed by dancers of all ages. April 12-13, 7-9
p.m. $15-$20. 805-549-6417. LevityAcademy.com. Levity
Academy, 207 Suburban Rd., San Luis Obispo.
VOICES WITHIN Ballet Theatre San Luis Obispo’s annual
spring program. Proceeds benefit the BT-SLO Scholarship
Fund. April 12, 7 p.m., April 13, 7 p.m. and April 14, 2 p.m.
$20-$30. my805tix.com. BT-SLO BlackBox Theatre, 3566 S.
Higuera, Suite 207, San Luis Obispo, 805-440-1439.
NORTH SLO COU NT Y

CURTAINS: A MUSICAL COMEDY WHODUNIT

When the leading lady mysteriously dies on stage, the entire
cast and crew become suspects. April 12, 7:30-9:30 p.m.,
April 13, 7:30-9:30 p.m. and April 14, 2-5:30 p.m. $15.
805-769-1500. pasoschools.org/phtc. Paso Robles High
School, 801 Niblick Rd., Paso Robles.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

A L W A Y S A M A Z I N G. N e v e r r o u t i n e.

THE REBOOT: STORYTELLING REIMAGINED

Curated mix of invited storytellers and open mic for novice
storytellers. Spoken word, improv, character sketches
and interactive games. Every third Friday of the month.
Third Friday of every month, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-772-9225.
facebook.com/topdogcoffeebar/. Top Dog Coffee Bar, 857
Main St., Morro Bay.

FRIDAY

APR

12

SLO TEASE BURLESQUE: MYTHS, LEGENDS,
AND FANTASTIC TAILS A night of burlesque dance and

8 PM

variety acts. Beer and cocktails available for purchase.
April 19 and April 20 Starts at $20. galacc.org. South Bay
Community Center, 2180 Palisades Ave, Los Osos, 805
528 2626.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE

FRIDAY

APR

Septima Banda

LECTURES & LEARNING

8 PM

May

TED AND CONVERSATION The Solvang Library

3

screens an 18-minute talk from the TED Talks series.
Afterwards, the audience explores the topic together over
tea and coffee. Third Thursday of every month, 10-10:50
a.m. Free. 805-688-4214. Solvang Library, 1745 Mission
Dr., Solvang.

8 PM

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

FRIDAY

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

SINBAD

FRIDAY

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays, 3-5 p.m.
Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino Community
Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I Street, Lompoc.

26

MAY

VICE ganda

BI-LINGO Informal conversation to practice Spanish

10

8 PM

Los Invasores
de Nuevo León

language skills for anyone with basic Spanish-speaking
skills. Second Thursday of every month, 6-7 p.m. Free.
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria, 805-925-0994.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

POINT SLO LIGHTHOUSE TOURS Docents lead

guests on a one-hour tour of the historic site, the buildings,
and up to the Lighthouse tower. Please arrive 15 minutes
early. All proceeds go directly toward the site’s restoration.
Wednesdays, 12 & 1 p.m. and Saturdays, 12, 1 & 2 p.m.
$17-$22. 805-540-5771. pointsanluislighthouse.org. Point
San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

TOURS FOR PADDLERS A special tour for visitors who come
by ocean. Paddlers will need to clean sand from their feet and
dry themselves before the tour so not to damage the antique
flooring. Saturdays, 10-10:45 a.m. $6.49. 805-540-5771. Point
San Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ADULT CPR/AED The American Red Cross Adult and

3 4 0 0 E H i g h w a y 24 6 , S a n t a Yn e z · 8 0 0 -24 8 - 6 2 74 · C h u m a s h C a s i n o . c o m
Must be 21 years of age or older to attend. Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.
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CULTIURE & LIFESTYLE from page 19
com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St Ste 102,
Orcutt, 805-287-9663.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BISHOP PEAK CHAPTER OF THE
EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF AMERICA Welcoming

those who work with all forms of needlework. Bring a sack
lunch. Third Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.
Grover Beach Community Center, 1230 Trouville Ave., Grover
Beach, (805) 773-4832.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA LONG

parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays 805-965-2376.
calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130 Skyway Dr., Suite 501,
Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

delicious vegetables without breaking the bank on
the water bill. April 13, 1-2 p.m. Varies. 805-5411400. slobg.org. San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden,
3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis Obispo.

MIND & BODY

GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (SOUTH
COUNTY) Hospice SLO County is offering this support

group for those grieving the death of a loved one. Held in the
Church Care Center. Drop-ins welcome. Tuesdays, 10-11:30
a.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo,
990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA

Release and open your body with breath, props, and
meditation. Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.
com. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N Broadway, Suite B,
Orcutt.

NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP Hosted by NAMI

NIPOMO SENIOR CENTER The center is open five days
a week; closed on weekends and holidays. Mondays-Fridays,
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-929-1615. Nipomo Senior Center, 200 E.
Dana St., Nipomo.

(National Alliance on Mental Illness). A confidential and safe
group of families helping families who have a loved one
living with mental health challenges. Third Saturday of every
month, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. 805-544-2086. Safe Haven, 203
Bridge St, Arroyo Grande.

GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

SPOUSE AND PARTNER LOSS SUPPORT GROUP
(SOUTH COUNTY) A Hospice SLO support group for

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND
INSPIRATION ONLINE GROUP An online

BISHOP PEAK CHAPTER OF THE
EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF AMERICA The Bishop

Peak Chapter of the Embroiderer’s Guild of America invites
you to join them in enjoying all types of needlework. Bring
a sack lunch. Third Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. through Nov. 16 Free. 805-610-9833. Grover Beach
Community Center, 1230 Trouville Avenue, Grover Beach.

BOARD GAME NIGHT AT CAPTAIN NEMO

Refreshments available on site for purchase. Tuesdays,
5-8 p.m. Free. 805-544-6366. Facebook.com/
CaptainNemoGames. Captain Nemo Games, 563 Higuera
St., San Luis Obispo.

BOOK DISCUSSION New book every month.

Second Thursday of every month, 10:30 a.m.-noon
Free. 805-539-9374. slolibrary.org. San Luis
Obispo Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS AT
CAPTAIN NEMO Refreshments available

on site for purchase. Wednesdays, 5-8
p.m. Free. 805-544-6366. Facebook.com/
CaptainNemoGames. Captain Nemo Games,
563 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

group to listen and get support from others from the
comfort of your own home. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.
$40 monthly subscription. 805-598-1509. divining.
weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E Orange St,
Santa Maria.

those grieving the loss of a partner or spouse. Held in Room
16. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. 805544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 990 James Way,
Pismo Beach.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute

CHILD LOSS SUPPORT GROUP Hospice SLO County

is offering this support group for those grieving the loss of a
child. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. 805544-2266. hospiceslo.org/support-groups. Hospice SLO
County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP A

support group for those who are caring for a
loved one, no matter the diagnosis. Drop-ins
welcome. Every other Friday, 2:30-4 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org.
Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San
Luis Obispo.

FIBROMYALGIA SUPPORT GROUP

A free support group for those who suffer
APRIL 11 - APRIL 18
from Fibromyalgia. Second Saturday of every
2019
month, 11 a.m.-noon Free. 805-543-6236.
FREE-FOR-ALL MOVIE NIGHTS Each meeting,
ccfibro.com. San Luis Obispo Library, 995 Palm
a movie is selected from a wide variety of GLBT films.
St., San Luis Obispo.
Second Friday of every month, 7-10 p.m. Free. galacc.org.
HEALING
DEPRESSION SUPPORT GROUP A safe
GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.
place for anyone dealing with depression who would like
FRIDAY NIGHT MAGIC AT CAPTAIN NEMO
to receive support from others. Mondays, 6-7 p.m. Free.
Refreshments available on site for purchase. Fridays, 5-8
805-528-3194. Hope House Wellness Center, 1306 Nipomo
p.m. 4 Booster Buy In. 805-544-6366. Facebook.com/
Street, San Luis Obispo.
CaptainNemoGames. Captain Nemo Games, 563 Higuera
HELPING PARENTS HEAL Helping Parents Heal
St., San Luis Obispo.
is dedicated to assisting bereaved parents, giving them
GALA Q YOUTH GROUP This group serves gay, lesbian, support and resources to aid in the healing process. 16th of
bisexual, and transgender youth (ages 13 through 18).
every month, 9-11 a.m. through Oct. 18 Free. 805-441-6280.
Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. 805-541-4252. galacc.org. GALA Center Crows End Retreat, 6430 Squire Ct., San Luis Obispo.
Gallery, 1060 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.
LIVING WITH GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Grief is a
MAGIC: THE GATHERING AT CAPTAIN NEMO
natural response to the death of a loved one. This group
Magic: The Gathering (Standard/Type 2). Refreshments
helps those who have lost a loved one or have a loved
available on site for purchase. Mondays, 5-8 p.m. 2 Boost
one who is dealing with a life-altering illness. Trained grief
Buy In. 805-544-6366. Facebook.com/CaptainNemoGames.
counselors will be present to provide information about grief.
Captain Nemo Games, 563 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.
Mondays, 12:15-1:15 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.
org/support-groups. Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St.,
MINIATURE GAMING AT CAPTAIN NEMO
San Luis Obispo.
Refreshments available on site for purchase. Please park in
reserved spaces. Thursdays, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-544-6366.
NAR-ANON: LET IT BEGIN WITH ME Nar-Anon is a
Facebook.com/CaptainNemoGames. Captain Nemo Games,
support group for those who are affected by someone else’s
563 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.
addiction. Tuesdays 805-458-7655. naranoncentralca.org/
meetings/meeting-list/. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.
OPEN GAMING AT CAPTAIN NEMO Board games,
card games, and more. Bring any games you’d like.
YOUNG ADULT GRIEF GROUP A drop-in support group
Refreshments available on site for purchase. Please park in
for young adults who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
Reserved spaces. Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturdays,
Wednesdays, 3-4 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 805-544-6366. facebook.com/pg/
CaptainNemoGames. Captain Nemo Games, 563 Higuera
St., San Luis Obispo.

THE GREAT BEYOND

The Orcutt Presbyterian Church hosts a live
streaming of the Going Beyond simulcast on
April 13, from 9 a.m to 4:30 p.m. The simulcast
features Bible teacher Priscilla Shirer (pictured)
and Christian recording artist Anthony Evans.
Admission is $30. The church is located at 993
Patterson Road, Orcutt. Visit orcuttpres.org for
more info.
—C.W.
org/support-groups/young-adult-grief-group. Hospice SLO
County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

CREATE & LEARN
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
CRAFTY AFTERNOON Take a creativity break after

school during this program for elementary school students.
Third Wednesday of every month, 4-5 p.m. through May 15
Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays, 9:30
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

SEWING CAFE CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS

Sewing Cafe offers various classes and workshop. Call for
full schedule. ongoing Sewing Cafe, 541 Five Cities Dr.,
Pismo Beach, 805-295-6585.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

VEGETABLES IN DROUGHT: WATER-WISE VEGGIE
GARDENING UC Master Gardener share tips for growing
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL E. LONG

locations in SLO County: Arroyo Grande, Oceano, San
Luis Obispo, Morro Bay, Cambria, Atascadero, and Paso
Robles. No dues/fees. Mondays-Sundays, 6-7 p.m. Free.
oacentralcoast.org. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen is available
every day by appointment for Wisdom Readings
with Tarot and Oracle cards. Gift certificates
available. ongoing $95-$160. 805-598-1509.
divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E
Orange St, Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

youth ages 11 and up. Includes stand up exercises, breathing
techniques, and more. Sundays, 9:45 a.m. Free. 805-5341600. Morrocco Method Headquarters, 800 Farroll Rd.,
Grover Beach, morroccomethod.com.

DEVELOPING INTUITION WITH SYMBOLS AND
LAW OF ATTRACTION Local radio and TV show host

Anna Olsen holds this class to help guests develop intuitive
and psychic abilities. Every other Wednesday, 6:30-8
p.m. through Jan. 8 $20-$30 per class. 805-723-4208.
annaolsenintuitive.com. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

GOOD VIBRATIONS DRUM CIRCLE With Genie
Sumrall. Third Wednesday of every month, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
$10. 805-674-4277. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.
MINDFUL YOGA: GENTLE, RESTORATIVE, AND
SLOW FLOW Mondays, Wednesdays, 9-10:15 a.m. $10

donation. White Heron Sangha Meditation Center, 6615 Bay
Laurel Place, Avila Beach, whiteheronsangha.org.

QI GONG Bring your mind into a state of peace through

moving your body. Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m. through
June 12 $10; $68 for 8 week session. 805-440-4561.
balancedlivingayurveda.com. Shell Beach Veterans Memorial
Building, 230 Leeward Ave., Pismo Beach.

SILVER SNEAKERS ZUMBA Appropriate for all ages

and fitness levels. An easy-to-follow dance fitness class.
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free for members;
$6 to drop-in. 805-441-7932. Oceano Community Center,
1425 19th St., Oceano, adulted.luciamarschools.org.

OUTDOORS

SLO CHESS CLUB All ages and skill levels welcome.
Plays at the giant chess board in Morro Bay on Saturdays.
Boards generally provided. Thursdays, 6:30-9 p.m. and
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 805-540-0470. slochess.
com. Target, Los Osos Valley Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

GROVE TO BOARDWALK TO BEACH Stroll through

the Monarch Butterfly Grove, the boardwalk, and return on
the beach. Learn about the area’s history, the monarchs,
Pismo clams, sand dollars, and shorebirds as we identify
area plants and animals. April 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Free.
805-772-2694. Monarch Butterfly Grove, 400 S Dolliver St.,
Pismo Beach.

SLO LEZ MIX A monthly lesbian gathering and potluck

centered on fostering a strong and diverse community. Each
month has a different theme. Third Friday of every month,
6:30 p.m. slolezmix.org. GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm
St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO TABLE TENNIS All ages and skill levels welcome.

OCEANO’S BEAVERS Discover the beaver’s physical
adaptations, role in the westward expansion, why they were
hunted, and their local history. April 13, 10 a.m.-noon Free.
805-474-2664. Oceano Dunes Visitor Center, 555 Pier Ave,
Oceano.

Tuesdays, Thursdays, 7-10 p.m. and Sundays, 4-7 p.m. Free.
805-215-4963. Ludwick Community Center, 864 Santa
Rosa, San Luis Obispo.

TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY MEETING A meeting for

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A foster

a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

relieve joint pain, enhance your breathing, and increase your
range of motion. Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 6:307:30 p.m. 805-481-6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic
Way, Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth (ages 18
through 26). Meets every Thursday (except the the third of
the month). Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. 805-541-4252. galacc.org.
GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45

WATER EXERCISE FOR ALL AGES These classes help

RAINBOW CONNECTION GROUP This group serves

SUPPORT GROUPS

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

BEGINNER’S CHI GONG AND YOGA For adults and

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS Meets at various

those who wish to improve their communication skills and
lose their fear of public speaking. Thursdays, 6:30-7:45 a.m.
SLO County Government Center, 1055 Monterey St., San
Luis Obispo, 805-544-6654.

meditation followed by a brief discussion. Meetings
take place in the sanctuary. All are welcome.
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon Free. 805-937-3025.
Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd.,
Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

VOLUNTEER AT OUTDOOR DISCOVERY FESTIVAL

DREAMSCAPES

Some Assembly Required, a new solo exhibit featuring miniature sculptural works by artist
Michael E. Long, is on display at the Ann Foxworthy Gallery through April 18. The gallery
is located at Allan Hancock College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria. Call (805) 9226966, Ext. 3252, to find out more.
—C.W.
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Volunteer with ECOSLO and SLO County Parks at this years
Outdoor Discovery Festival. April 13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.
805-544-1777. bit.ly/odf-2019. Lopez Lake, 6800 Lopez Dr.,
Arroyo Grande.
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our
official Box Office at Boo Boo Records in SLO
Suppoing local journalism, one ticket at a time.
SLO Noor
Movie Night:
Sideways
SATURDAY,
APRIL 13
The Palm
Theatre

Voices
Within
APRIL 12-14
Ballet Theatre,
San Luis
Obispo

SLO Queerdos
Drag Brunch
SUNDAY,
APRIL 14
Willow –
Pismo Beach

Point SLO Lighthouse Tours
EVERY WED & SAT
Point San Luis
Lighthouse

SLO Blues Baseball
2019 SEASON PASSES
Sinsheimer
Stadium

Avila Beach Easter Egg Hunt
SATURDAY, APRIL 13
Avila Beach
Community Center

2019 Annual
Jazz Piano Showcase
SATURDAY, APRIL 13
Unity Conce Hall

New Release
BBQ Pay
SATURDAY, APRIL 13
Wild Coyote Estate Winery

Cen Cal
Professional Wrestling
SUNDAY, APRIL 14
The Graduate

Violin and Cello Duo
SUNDAY, APRIL 14
Pear Valley
Estate Wine

Herbs 101 Workshop
THURSDAY, APRIL 18
Talley
Vineyards

Charcuterie 101 Workshop
FRIDAY, APRIL 19
Studios
on the Park

Turntable Supper Club: An
Evening of Jerusalem Street Food
FRIDAY, APRIL 19
Sally Loo’s

SLO Tease Burlesque: Myths,
Legends, & Fantastic Tails
FRI & SAT, APRIL 19, 20 & 21
South Bay Community Center

Balyz in Conce
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
D’ Anbino
Tasting Room

Spring Wine Stroll
SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Downtown Paso Robles
Wineries

Australia’s Rick Price
SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Morro Bay
Wine Seller

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

Get your tickets online or at
Boo Boo Records, the official
Box Office for My805Tix events!
Boo Boo’s is located at
978 Monterey Street in SLO.

Succulent Wreath Workshop
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
Buonwood Farm
Winery & Vineyard

Easter Brunch
at the Castle
SUNDAY, APRIL 21
Tooth & Nail Winery

Brew at the Zoo
SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Charles
Paddock Zoo

AAUW
Garden Tour
SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Morro Bay, CA

Sand + Succulent Terrarium
SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Studios
on the Park

Fiesta
at Fin’s
TUESDAY, APRIL 30
Fin’s Restaurant

Happy To Make Your
Acquaintance
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 3 & 4
Cambria Center for the As Theatre

Silent Sky
MAY 3–26
By the Sea
Productions

Kentucky Derby Pay
SATURDAY. MAY 4
Doce Robles
Winery & Vineyard

May Brewasana
SUNDAY, MAY 5
7Sisters
Brewing Co.

Mother’s Day Brunch
at the Lighthouse
SATURDAY, MAY 11
Point San Luis Lighthouse

Mother’s Day
Weaving Workshop
SATURDAY, MAY 11
Talley Vineyards

Tyler Blanton
Group
SATURDAY, MAY 11
Unity Conce Hall

Summer Conces at Peter
Strauss Ranch Season Tickets
MAY 12-SEP 14 2019
Presented by Tiny Porch Conces

Leover Cuties with
Honey Whiskey Trio
SUNDAY, MAY 12
Tiny Porch Conces

Tribute to
Judy Collins
TUESDAY, MAY 14
Morro Bay Wine Seller

Vocal Flight –
Central Coast Youth Chorus
SAT & SUN, MAY 18-19
United Methodist Church

Doce Robles Wines
Vineyard Hayrides
SATURDAY, MAY 18
Doce Robles Winery & Vineyard

Sunset Winos All-Star Band
SATURDAY, MAY 18
Rava
Wines + Events

Australia’s Adam Miller
in Conce
SATURDAY, MAY 18
Morro Bay Wine Seller

Call them at 805-541-0657.

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:

&

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
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RARE BITS OF WALES Join photographer and musician
David Couzens on a special “solo trip” across the pond to the
U.K. April 13, 2-3 p.m. Free. 805-781-5783. San Luis Obispo
Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.
RESERVOIR CANYON BROOM BASH: HELP
PROTECT ENDANGERED SPECIES! Join the

Watershed Stewards Program and the City of San Luis
Obispo to improve local Steelhead Trout habitat. April 13, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 805-542-8460. eventbrite.com. Reservoir
Canyon Open Space, Hwy 101, San Luis Obispo.

SPORTS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

SLO PING PONG Features many tables.

contraption using various materials to protect a raw egg
from a high fall. April 13, 12-3 p.m. San Luis Obispo
Children’s Museum, 1010 Nipomo St., San Luis Obispo, 5455874, slocm.org.

SPIRITUAL
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S
all women regardless of denomination. Class includes
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while listening
to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare offered on site.
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free. 805-9221919. cornerstonesm.org. Cornerstone Church, 1026 E
Sierra Madre Ave., Santa Maria.

GOING BEYOND LIVE SIMULCAST WITH
PRISCILLA SHIRER Features Priscilla Shirer,

APRIL 11 - APRIL 18
2019

KIDS & FAMILY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BILINGUAL STORY TIME Features stories, songs, and
rhymes in both Spanish and English. Wednesdays, 5:30-6
p.m. through April 24 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BOUNCING BABY STORY TIME Learn, connect, and

grow with other babies up to 12 months and their caregivers.
Fridays, 10-10:30 a.m. through April 26 Free-$30. 805-9250994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

DASHING DINOSAURS STORY TIME Preschool story

time for kids ages 3-5 and their families. Wednesdays, 10:3011 a.m. through April 24 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

FAMILY AFTERNOON STORY TIME Features stories,
movies, and a craft. Tuesdays, 4-5 p.m. through April 23
Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
HOMEWORK HELP For grades K through 6. MondaysThursdays, 4-7 p.m. through June 6 Free. 805-925-0994.
cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA WARRIOR
CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior with kids parkour

classes in a safe setting. For ages 5 and up. Wednesdays,
Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-349-7575. Santa Maria Town
Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics classes
for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start walking on their
own). Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45
a.m. $35-$55. KT’s All Star Gymnastics, 237 Town Center E,
Santa Maria, 805-349-7575.
MOVIE NIGHT The Santa Maria Library offers free movie

nights to patrons. April 15, 3-6 p.m. Free. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

PAWS TO READ Children aged 6 to 12 have the
opportunity to read to dogs. April 15, 3:30-5 p.m.
Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
READALOUD The Buellton Library presents ReadAloud, a
play-reading group for adults, teens and children 9 and up.
Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-3115. Buellton Library, 140
W. Highway 246, Buellton.
SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical Museum

features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose, railroad artifacts,
and diorama. Second and fourth Saturday of every month.
12-4 p.m. ongoing 805-714-4927. Santa Maria Transit Center,
Miller and Boone St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MINDFUL KINDFUL PEACEFUL (AGES 6-11):
ARROYO GRANDE A social-emotional learning program

that provides foundation for greater mental strength,
resilience, happiness, and well-being. Pre-registration
required. Thursdays, 3:45-4:45 p.m. through May 30 805270-5523. mindfulkindfulyouniversity.com/register-dragonflyag. Women’s Club of Arroyo Grande, 211 Vernon St., Arroyo
Grande.

OCEANO DUNES VISITOR CENTER Enjoy exhibits of

dune and lagoon plant and animal species. End your visit with
a stroll behind the center to the fresh-water lagoon. ongoing,
12-4 p.m. Free. 805-474-2667. Oceano Dunes Visitor Center,
555 Pier Ave, Oceano.

PLAY EXPLORE CREATE 1 Enjoy various art activities
including drawing, painting, building sculptures, and more.
Designed for ages 3 to 4. All materials are included.
Mondays, Wednesdays, 9-10:30 a.m. $20. 805-668-2125.
LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand Ave. Suite 101,
Arroyo Grande, lila.community.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

BIG BLUE BLOCKS AT CHILDREN’S DAY IN THE
PLAZA This event is held every year in SLO’s Mission Plaza

to celebrate the National Month of the Child, and Child Abuse
Prevention. April 13, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Mission Plaza, 989
Chorro St, San Luis Obispo.

SLOCM ANNUAL EGG DROP Design and build a

FARMERS MARKETS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to

Games are informal and all ability levels are
welcome. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 7-10 p.m.
and Sundays, 4-7 p.m. through Dec. 31 Free
for new players. 805-540-0470. Ludwick
Community Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San
Luis Obispo.

FOOD & DRINK
LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh fruit and
vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and activities for the
whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m. Lompoc Farmers Market,
Ocean Avenue and I Street, Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

GROWING GROUNDS FARM STAND Produce,

flowers, and other plants from the nursery are available for
purchase. Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
805-934-2182. Growing Grounds Farm, 820 W. Foster Rd.,
Santa Maria, t-mha.org.

a Bible teachers, and Christian recording
artist Anthony Evans. April 13, 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. $30. 805-937-4974. orcuttpres.
org/services-events/for-women. Orcutt
Presbyterian Church, 993 Patterson Road,
Orcutt.

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local farmers
and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orcutt
Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH
SERVICES Join Hope Community Church

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes

for Sunday morning and Wednesday night
services. Children care provided for infants
and children under 4. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-922-2043. hopesm.com.
Hope Community Church, 3010 Skyway Dr. Suite F, Santa
Maria.

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE Sessions may include but are

not limited to mediumship, psychic awareness, light journey
work, and aura cleansings. Thursdays, 12-2 p.m. $20 for 15
minutes. 937-271-5646. CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 722 E
Main St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

CHANNELING With Mike Smith. Receive channeled messages
from spirit guides and love ones. Second Saturday of every
month, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $35. 805-489 -2432. Halcyon Store Post
Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y
produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25
p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley,
Arroyo Grande.

NIPOMO FARMERS MARKET Includes a large variety
of locally grown produce. Open year round Sundays, 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. nipomofarmersmarket.com/. Nipomo
Farmers Market, Via Concha Road, Nipomo.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the

largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays, 6:10-9 p.m.
Downtown SLO, Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors.

Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot, 2650
Main St., San Luis Obispo.

EVENTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and Barrel
Room available to members. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805686-2603. roblarwinery.com. Roblar Winery, 3010 Roblar
Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING ROOM HOURS Visit site
for Cellar Club details and more info. Mondays-Thursdays, 11
a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. standingsunwines.com. Standing
Sun Wines, 92 2nd St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.
WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals from
all over the world. Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-693-8864.
kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 343 N. Refugio Road,
Santa Ynez.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS This tasting
room highlights community-based winemaking. Features
various member winemakers. Mondays, WednesdaysSaturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805-243-8398. lompocwinefactory.
com. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering
handcrafted wines, charcuterie, and cheeses. FridaysSundays, 12-5 p.m. 805-735-5000. facebook.com/
montemarwines. Montemar Wines, 1501 E. Chestnut Ave.,
Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS This
winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling wine. Mondays,
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-736-9032.
flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat Cellars, 1520 Chestnut
Court, Lompoc.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

SPRING COCKTAILS AND DESSERT CLASS
Receive step by step instructions for two of our new spring
craft cocktails. April 14, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Varies. 805-7735000. eventbrite.com. The Cliffs Hotel and Spa, 2757 Shell
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF LOMPOC

DRUM CIRCLE With Julie Jensen. You may bring your

own drum if you wish. Those without drums are welcome.
Additional instruments will be available for use. Third
Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8 p.m. Donations
accepted. 805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ASK SABRINA 30 years of Tarot reading experience.

Open Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday in SLO County and
Thursday and Sunday in South SLO County. ongoing 805441-4707. asksabrina.com. Private Location, TBA, San Luis
Obispo.

REFUGE RECOVERY SLO Refuge Recovery is a
non-theistic, Buddhist-inspired approach to treating and
recovering from addictions of all kinds. Open to people
of all backgrounds and respectful of all recovery paths.
Sundays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free; donations welcome. Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship Hall, 2201 Lawton Ave., San Luis
Obispo.
THRIVING WITH A CHRONIC CONDITION Explore

various supportive and positive practices. Second Friday of
every month, 10:30 a.m.-noon Donations accepted. 805439-2757. https:RuthCherryPhD.com. Unity Church, 1130
Orcutt, San Luis Obispo.

VOLUNTEERS
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ADOPT A GRANDPARENT Help out in your

neighborhood by connecting with older adults that need a
little extra help. April 20, 10 a.m.-noon Free. 805-547-7025.
Wilshire Community Services, 285 South St. Suite J, San
Luis Obispo, wilshirecommunityservices.org.

FELINE NETWORK OF THE CENTRAL COAST

Seeking volunteers to provide foster homes for foster kittens
or cats with special needs. The Feline Network pays for food,
litter, and any medications needed. Volunteers also needed
to help with humanely trapping and transporting feral cats for
spay/neuter. ongoing 805-549-9228. felinenetwork.org. San
Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY THRESHOLD SINGERS
SEEK NEW VOICES Sing for individuals experiencing

life-limiting or end-of life conditions. Third Sunday of every
month, 2-4 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/
services/hospice-slo-county-threshold-singers. Hospice SLO
County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY VOLUNTEER TRAINING

Preregistration required. In-Home Volunteers assist
individuals with a life-limiting illness and their families by
providing caregiver respite, practical assistance, emotional
support, companionship, and comfort. Thursdays, 1-6 p.m.
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/workshops. Hospice
SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels, San Luis Obispo,
needs noon time drivers. Must have own car to deliver
prepared meals. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 805-2358870. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

SLO REP SEEKING VOLUNTEER BARTENDERS

Must be 21 or over. All volunteers receive complimentary
tickets. Email volunteer@slorep.org for more info. ongoing
slorep.org. San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 888 Morro
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440.

22 • Sun • April 11 - April 18, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

TOO POOL FOR SCHOOL

The Lompoc Aquatic Center hosts its Spring Break Teen Pool Party on April 13, from 6
to 8 p.m. The event is open to students in grades 8 through 12, who must present a valid
school ID before entering. Proper swim attire is required. Food options will be available for
purchase. Tickets are $8 per student. Call (805) 875-8100 to find out more.
—C.W.

SLO GUILD TUESDAY FARMERS’ MARKET

Tuesdays, 2-5 p.m. through Dec. 31 Free. 805-762-4688.
facebook.com/TuesdayFarmersMarketSLOGuildHall/. SLO
Guild Hall, 2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y

ATASCADERO FARMERS MARKET Visit site for info

on featured music artists and chefs. Wednesdays, 3-6 p.m.
Free. visitatascadero.com. Sunken Gardens, 6505 El Camino
Real, Atascadero.

Beach Rd, Pismo Beach.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

NEW RELEASE BARBECUE PARTY Enjoy wine,

dinner, and more. April 13, 12-5 p.m. $15. my805tix.com.
Wild Coyote Winery, 3775 Adelaida Rd., Paso Robles, 805239-4770.

TGIF @ TMC Proceeds benefit the Monday Clubhouse

CAMBRIA FARMERS MARKET Fridays, 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Conservancy Fine Arts Awards Program. Enjoy music, food,
drinks, and more. April 12, 5:30-8:30 p.m. $25 in advance;
$30 at the door. 805-541-0594. themondayclubslo.org. The
Monday Club, 1815 Monterey St, San Luis Obispo.

PASO ROBLES FARMERS MARKET Tuesdays, 3-6
p.m. northcountyfarmersmarkets.com. Paso Robles Farmers
Market, Spring and 11th St., Paso Robles.

BURGER SUNDAY WITH LONE MADRONE Guests

Free. 805-395-6659. cambriafarmersmarket.com. Cambria
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1000 Main Street, Cambria.

TEMPLETON FARMERS MARKET Saturdays, 9 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. northcountyfarmersmarkets.com. Templeton
Park, 550 Crocker St., Templeton.

NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

BAYWOOD FARMERS MARKET Mondays, 2-4:30 p.m.

northcountyfarmersmarkets.com. Baywood Farmers Market,
Santa Maria and 2nd St., Los Osos.

NORTH SLO COU NT Y
can enjoy elevated lamb, beef, and portobello mushroom
burgers grilled by Chef Jeffery Scott. Sundays, 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Starts at $14. 805-238-0845. Lone Madrone
Winery, 5800 Adelaida Rd, Paso Robles, lonemadrone.com.

DAILY HAPPY HOUR AT THE NAUTICAL COWBOY
Enjoy happy hour specials at this Central Coast steak
and seafood house. ongoing, 4-6 p.m. 805-461-5100.
the-carlton.com/dining/the-nautical-cowboy. The Nautical
Cowboy, 6005 El Camino Real, Atascadero. ❍
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LOCAL NOTES
Live Music
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

BRANDI ROSE LIVE Hip-hop, blues, and soul
artist. Food and drinks available for purchase. No
outside food or drinks allowed. April 13, 1-4 p.m.
Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLD SPRING TAVERN

Don’t worry, be happy
Santa Barbara-based singer/songwriter
Brandi Rose to perform at Cold Spring Tavern
BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

I

THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE EXCELLENT TRADESMEN LIVE Food
and drinks available for purchase. No outside food
or drinks allowed. April 19, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.
html.
FLANNEL 101 LIVE ‘90s cover band. April 13,
8 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
JACOB COLE AND FRIENDS LIVE Food and
drinks available for purchase. No outside food or
drinks allowed. April 13, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.
html.
JIM RANKIN LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
April 20, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts perform
every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

NATE LATTA LIVE April 14, 1-5 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

doubt there’s a personality test out there that I wouldn’t be willing to
take. But none of me doubts there are still so many I’ve yet to come
across. I already know my Myers-Briggs and Pottermore results—ENFP
and Slytherin, respectively—but can either of them inform which Full
House character I am? I’ve taken the BuzzFeed quiz multiple times, and
I refuse to ease up until I get either Joey or Michelle—stop giving me
Stephanie!
I did jump on the Enneagram bandwagon recently to find out that I’m
a type 6, the constant worrier, always dreading the worst-case scenario
becoming a reality. Not sure if local singer/songwriter Brandi Rose took
the test yet, but from her description of her song “Get it, Got it, Good,” it’s
clear we have at least one thing in common.
“It’s hard to shut your mind off when things don’t go as planned. I often
worry too much, second guess, and have self-doubt because of it,” Rose
said in press materials. “This song is me listening to my own advice, which
is stop worrying, failure is OK, and we all have our own journey we are on
so be patient.”
Sounds like universal advice to me, useful to all nine of the Enneagram
types and every tenant of the Danny Tanner household. I wonder if she’s a
Stephanie too.
Like most of her songs, the lyrics of “Get it, Got it, Good” promote a
theme of self-acceptance in order to love yourself and others, stemming
from Rose’s mantra and motto: “Self-love, share love, and be love.”
“I want to do my part in making the world accept and love a little
more,” Rose said. “I want to reach as many souls as I can with my words
and voice.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA MARIA PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY

PARADISE KINGS LIVE Food and drinks available
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed.
April 21, 4:30 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
RML LIVE Food and drinks available for purchase.
No outside food or drinks allowed. April 20, 1-4
p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd.,
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.
com/entertainment.html.

SALTY STRINGS LIVE Bluegrass band. Food
and drinks available for purchase. No outside food
or drinks allowed. April 12, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

TERESA RUSSELL AND COCOBILLI LIVE
Food and drinks available for purchase. No outside
food or drinks allowed. April 14, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

Guest pianist Chih-Long Hu joins the Santa Maria Philharmonic for
one of its spring performances, Rhapsody in April, on Saturday, April 13,
RACHMANINOFF RHAPSODY: Featured pianist Chih-Long Hu joins the Santa Maria
Philharmonic for a concert on Saturday, April 13, at Grace Baptist Church in Santa Maria.

WE’RE HIRING! PART-TIME EDITORIAL DESIGNER
You MUST know Adobe InDesign to be considered

Want to work in a fun, exciting, and creative environment? If you have a strong design sense as well as a good work ethic,
you may have what it takes to join the New Times Media Group team. We’re looking for an efficient, motivated individual
to design and produce editorial pages under specific deadlines on a weekly basis. Applicants must know Adobe InDesign,
Photoshop, Acrobat, Illustrator, and the Mac OS in general. Being able to take direction, be a team player, and work well
with others is a necessity. Must be available Monday to Wednesday. Additional hours are occasional. This is an in-house
position in our San Luis Obispo office.
To apply, please send a cover letter, samples of your work (or a link to a portfolio) and your résumé to
Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com.
New Times Media Group is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.
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NEW TIMES
MEDIA GROUP

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo
NewTimesSLO.com

Growing up in Santa Barbara, Rose always dreamed of performing at
the Santa Barbara Bowl one day. Imagine the fulfillment she must have
felt in 2015 while opening for the Eagles’ Don Henley at the venue. I doubt
the state of wonderment had passed by then, even after having opened for
Peter Frampton at Santa Barbara’s Lobero Theatre earlier the same year.
Rose’s résumé also includes various fairs and festivals across the West
Coast, including the Santa Barbara County Fair, Goleta Valley Lemon
Festival, Carpinteria Avocado Festival, Ventura County Fair, and Orange
County Fair.
This Saturday, April 13, Rose will be performing at Cold Spring Tavern
off of Highway 154. Guests can catch the emerging artist performing her
mix of soul, blues, and hip-hop from 1 to 4 p.m.
The tavern also hosts bluegrass group Salty Strings on Friday, April 12,
from 6 to 9 p.m. Also based in Santa Barbara, this six-piece string band
blends traditional bluegrass with elements of Latin and jazz. Indie/folk
act Jacob Cole and Friends take the tavern’s stage on Saturday, April 13,
from 6 to 9 p.m. as does blues/rock band Teresa Russell and Cocobilli
on Sunday, April 14, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. For more info on each
performance, call (805) 967-0066 or visit coldspringtavern.com.

A whole new world

THOMAS GABRIEL LIVE Opening act: Bear

MUSIC LISTINGS continued page 24

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE: Soul, blues, and hip-hop artist Brandi Rose performs on Saturday,
April 13, at Cold Spring Tavern.

2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here
to assist your medical supply needs.
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm
1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com
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at 7:30 p.m. at Grace Baptist Church in Santa
Maria. Hu will headline a special performance
of Rachmaninoff’s “Rhapsody on a Theme of
Paganini,” recognizable for its use in several
film scores, including Somewhere in Time,
Groundhog Day, and Ronin.
Maestro Michael Nowak will conduct the
program, which also features a performance
of Dvorak’s “New World” symphony. The
composition reached revolutionary heights,
both literally and in terms of popularity, in 1969
when Neil Armstrong chose to take a recording
of it on Apollo 11 to the first moon landing.
Tickets to the concert range from $15 to
$45. The church is located at 605 E. McCoy
Lane, Santa Maria. Call (805) 925-0412 or visit
santamariaphilharmonic.org to find out more.

More music
Thomas Gabriel, the eldest grandson of
Johnny Cash, performs on Thursday, April 11,
at 6:30 at the Maverick Saloon in Santa Ynez.
The saloon also hosts a pair of cover bands
back-to-back, each dedicated to a specific
decade: ’80s tribute group The Molly Ringwald
Project on Friday, April 12, at 8:30 p.m. and
’90s homage act Flannel 101 on Saturday, April
13, at 8 p.m. Country/folk artist Nate Latta
wraps the weekend up with his performance on

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 23
Redell. April 12, 6-11 p.m. Maverick Saloon,
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

TOM BALL AND KENNY SULTAN LIVE Enjoy a
blend of guitar and harmonica blues, and rags, and good
time music. Food and drinks available for purchase.
No outside food or drinks allowed. Sundays, 1:15-4
p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd.,
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine with 4
seasonal releases each calendar year. Price includes 3
VIP access tickets to each SipMusic event, and 1 album
and 1 bottle of premium wine every 3 months. ongoing
$40. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805243-8398, lompocwinefactory.com.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BOB CLARK LIVE April 18, 5:30 p.m. Moxie Cafe,
1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-361-2900,
moxiecafe.com.
CARTER LIVE April 13, 5:30 p.m. and April 20, 5:30
p.m. Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805361-2900, moxiecafe.com.

FOXEN SECOND SUNDAYS: LIVE MUSIC AND
FOOD TRUCK Second Sunday of every month,
12:30-3:30 p.m. Free admission. 805-937-4251.
foxenvineyard.com. Foxen Winery & Vineyard, 7600
Foxen Canyon Rd., Santa Maria.

RHAPSODY IN APRIL: THE SANTA MARIA
PHILHARMONIC Features performances of two
popular works: Dvořák’s “New World” Symphony and
Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini,
featuring pianist Chih-Long Hu. April 13 $15-$45. 805925-0412. santamariaphilharmonic.org. Grace Baptist
Church, 605 E. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria.

STEVE MEYERS LIVE April 11, 5:30 p.m. Moxie
Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-361-2900,
moxiecafe.com.
THE WAVEBREAKERS BAND LIVE Covering popular
music of the 1950s to 1980s. April 12, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Free. 805-361-2900. moxiecafe.com/. Moxie Cafe, 1317
W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD! The Santa Maria
Valley Sr. Club presents this dance concert featuring
Riptide Big Band. Celebrating songs written about
locales around the world. Funded by Community
Foundation of SLO County. April 14, 1:30-4 p.m. Free.
775-813-5186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior
Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

RUN, DON’T WALK: Vino et Amicis Wine Bar in Orcutt hosts indie artist Nataly Lola on Friday,
April 12.

SOLO ROUND: Singer and guitarist Steve Meyers performs at Moxie Cafe in Santa Maria on
Thursday, April 11.

Sunday, April 14, at 1 p.m.
Vino et Amicis Wine Bar in Orcutt presents
indie artist Nataly Lola on Friday, April 12, at 6
p.m. Musical duo Bender and Jack perform the
following day, Saturday, April 13, at 6 p.m. Also
in Orcutt, Different Strings perform on Friday,
April 12, at 7 p.m. at Naughty Oak Brewing

Company. Led by Keith Cox, this Central
Coast-based group performs a blend of classic,
contemporary, and alternative rock.
Solo guitarist Steve Meyers takes center stage
at Moxie Cafe in Santa Maria on Thursday, April
11. The cafe’s weekly lineup of complimentary
live music continues with cover band The

Wavebreakers on Friday, April 12, and alternative
rock/indie folk group Carter on Saturday, April
13. All three shows start at 5:30 p.m. ❍

241 S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt.

Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St.,
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang,
805-688-2337.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

NIGHT FEVER: THE BEE GEES TRIBUTE A Bee
Gees tribute concert production that encompasses
every stage of the group’s career. April 20, 7:30-9:30
p.m. $45-$55. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.org/event/
night-fever-the-bee-gees-tribute/. Clark Center for the
Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY: ELIZABETH ETTA
Central Coast resident who is also part of the Japanese
Americana band Pirates Canoe. April 17, 6-9 p.m. Free;
tips accepted; all ages are welcome. 805-489-9099.
songwritersatplay.com. Branch Street Deli, 203 E.
Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

ABBARAMA April 11, 7 p.m. SLO Brew Rock, 855
Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo, 209-417-7748.

CAL POLY OPEN HOUSE RECITAL The Cal Poly Music
Department will present an Open House Recital for Cal
Poly’s 26th annual Open House. The recital will feature both
instrumentalists and vocalists. April 13, 2 p.m. Free. 805756-2406. music.calpoly.edu/calendar/. Cal Poly Davidson
Music Center, Room 218, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY STUDENT OPERA THEATRE: VOCAL
STANDARDS FROM THE ‘30S AND ‘40S A ‘30s
and ’40s cabaret-style showcase featuring standards
by Harold Arlen, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin and George
Gershwin. April 12, 7:30 p.m. $14 general; $9
students. 805-756-4849. music.calpoly.edu/calendar/.
Spanos Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

DONNA LU AND MATTHEW KIM Enjoy soulful

rock. April 20, 6-9 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7Sisters
Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San
Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.

FLOSSTRADAMUS April 12 The Fremont Theater,
1035 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 805-546-8600,
fremontslo.com.

JAZZ VESPERS AT FPCSLO Jazz Vespers
Concerts returns to the historic sanctuary at SLO
First Presbyterian. Featuring Voce. April 14, 4 p.m.
Donations appreciated. 805-543-5451. fpcslo.org. First
Presbyterian Church of San Luis Obispo, 981 Marsh St.,
San Luis Obispo.

UNKNOWN MORTAL ORCHESTRA April 13 The
Fremont Theater, 1035 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo,
805-546-8600, fremontslo.com.

ZEN MOUNTAIN POETS Join us for an evening of
psychedelic, neo-prog folk jazz. April 19, 6-9 p.m. Free.
805-868-7133. 7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm
Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. Free.
805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

805 NIGHTS For
ages 21-and-over only.
Come enjoy dancing
to your favorite music
videos. Fridays,
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2
a.m. Free. 805-2190977. Anthony’s,
859 Guadalupe St,
Guadalupe.

DJ/DANCE

Rose and friends at Blast 825 Brewery řfor an Americana
mix of folk, country, blues, and jazz. April 12, 6:30-9:30
p.m. 805-934-3777. ynanarose.com. Blast 825 Brewery,

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THOMAS GABRIEL

HULA DANCING
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
805-598-6772. Oasis
Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LINE DANCING
Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m.
$5. 805-310-1827.
Oasis Senior Center,
420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt.

NIGHTLIFE AT
RANCHO BOWL
Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights a
week in the Rancho
Bar and Lounge. For
ages 21-and-over.
Tuesdays-Sundays, 9
p.m. Free. 805-9252405. ranchobowl.
com/nightlife. Rancho
Bowl, 128 E Donovan
Rd., Santa Maria.

LASTING LEGACY

Singer/songwriter Thomas Gabriel, eldest grandson of Johnny Cash,
performs on April 11, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Maverick Saloon in
Santa Ynez. Gabriel’s songs explore memories from his childhood and
growing up as a member of the iconic family. Tickets are $20 and are
available at my805tix.com. Call (805) 686-4785 for more info.
—C.W.

SOUTH COAST
SLO COU NT Y

DJ CAMOTE Thursdays, 5 p.m. Harry’s Night Club And
Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805-7731010, harryspismobeach.com.
DJ DRUMZ AT MONGO’S Fridays Free. 805-4893639. mongossaloon.com. Mongo’s Saloon, 359 W.
Grand Ave., Grover Beach.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC

YNANA ROSE AT BLAST 825 BREWERY Join Ynana
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L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood wrote this
week’s Local Notes. Contact him at cwiseblood@
newtimesslo.com.

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main
St., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FRONT ROW KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. 773-1010.
Harry’s Night Club And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St.,
Pismo Beach, harryspismobeach.com.

JAWZ KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. Harry’s Night Club
And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.

KARAOKE WITH DJ SAM Sundays Mongo’s Saloon,
359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805-489-3639. ❍

PA C I F I C C O N S E R VAT O R Y T H E AT R E

ON SAL E

F RAT I1D0 AAMY

KALI UCHIS & JORJA SMITH

FRIDAY, MAY 17TH at 6:30 pm

TICKETS 922-8313 | BOX OFFICE 12:30-7PM WED-SAT, SUN 5PM | PCPA.ORG |

GET YOUR LIFE BACK

We can help!

• Doctor-supervised weight loss
program using safe & effective
prescription appetite suppressant,
Phentermine.
• Curb food cravings and establish
long-term healthy eating habits

Call today!

E DWA R D S M I T H , M D

Medical Office of Weight Loss and Immigration Physicals

805.720.4079 · 1136 E. Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande

BLOOD ORANGE /
CHRISTINE & THE QUEENS. . APR 18
THE 1975 W/ PALE WAVES . . . . APR 21
TRAIN / GOO GOO DOLLS. . JUN 11
REBELUTION W/PROTOJE . . . . JUN 16
THE HEAD AND THE HEART . .JUL 23
SLIGHTLY STOOPID. . . . . . . AUG 04
LIONEL RICHIE . . . . . . . . . . AUG 06
ELVIS COSTELLO/BLONDIE . AUG 07
YOUNG THE GIANT /
FITZ & THE TANTRUMS . . . . AUG 08

JOJO SIWA . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUG 11
SEBASTIAN MANISCALCO . . AUG 17
THE AVETT BROTHERS . . . . AUG 24
IRATION W/ PEPPER . . . . . . . AUG 25
JOSH GROBAN . . . . . . . . . . SEP 05
MAGGIE ROGERS. . . . . . . . . SEP 17
MARK KNOPFLER . . . . . . . . SEP 20
GARY CLARK JR . . . . . . . . . SEP 27
BANDA MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 29
JIMMY BUFFETT . . . . . . . . . OCT 16
HOZIER W/FREYA RIDINGS . . . OCT 24

TICKETS AVAILABLE: SB BOWL OR AT AXS.COM / SBBOWL.COM / GOLDENVOICE.COM
SBB_SMS_190411_v3.indd 1
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PRESENTS THE 2018
2018-19
201819 SEASON

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

DVORAK:
New World Symphony
RACHMANINOFF:
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini
Chih-Long
ChihChih
Long Hu, Piano Soloist

Saturday

Grace Baptist Church

APRIL 13, 2019 7:30 PM

Free lecture before every concert at 6:50 pm

605 E. McCoy Lane
Santa Maria

santamariaphil.org

OR CUT T

10TH
ANNIVERSARY

Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark & Chris have a combined 150+ years
of experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt

Family Owned and Operated Since the Early ’80s!

34

$

10
OFF
SMOG CHECK

$

00

00

Sunday, April 14th, 12-4pm

Regular Price $44.00

Pass or Don’t Pay!

Call for appointment:
937-5340

Drive Ups Welcome!

The Free Family Kite Festival is made possible by our generous sponsors

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee. ’99 & Older $15 extra, Vans & Motor Homes $20 extra.
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/19

OIL CHANGES
as low as $39.
- a s k f o r d e ta i l s 00

937-5340

100 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA 93455
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This event is made possible
with the support of the
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Arts Briefs

ARMED AND DANGEROUS: Todd (Ben Abbott, center) just
wants to play his bagpipes before he murders his victims,
much to the confusion and fear of wannabe cop Billie
Dwyer (Eleise Moore, right) and Agent Frank (Mike Fiore).

Friends of the Library holds
Painted Chair Raffle
The eighth annual Painted Chair Raffle, sponsored by
the Friends of the Santa Maria Public Library, runs at the
Santa Maria Town Center from April 13 through May 3, with
the exception of Easter Sunday, April 21. A reception for
participating artists and sponsors takes place on Friday,
April 12.
The display room is located on the second floor and will
be open daily from 10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. More than 40
different pieces, including chairs, quilts, and other furniture
items, will be showcased. Each item has been modified by
an artist to reflect the theme of a favorite book. Raffle sales
will end and tickets will be drawn after 4 p.m. on closing
day, May 3. Winners need not be present.
Raffle tickets are $1 each or six for $5. Sponsorships
cost $100. For more information, contact Mary Lynn Stovall
at (805) 448-4748 or lstdiscipl@gmail.com. The Santa
Maria Town Center is located at 371 Town Center East,
Santa Maria.

Orcutt Community
Theater presents
Vintage Hitchcock:
A Live Radio Play
Orcutt Community Theater’s production of Vintage
Hitchcock: A Live Radio Play opens Friday, April 19, and runs
through Sunday, May 5, at Klein Dance Arts Studio in Santa
Maria. Performances take place at 7 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays.
Dixie Arthur, one of the founders of Orcutt Community
Theater, directs this production, which pays tribute to three
Alfred Hitchcock films: The Lodger, Sabotage, and The 39
Steps.
Tickets are $15. Klein Dance Arts Studio is located at
3546 Skyway Dr., Santa Maria. Call (805) 973-7264 or visit
orcuttcommunitytheater.com for more information.

Local history series
hosts Dawn Goodman
Heart of the Valley, a monthly local history series
presented by the Santa Maria Public Library in partnership
with local historian Shirley Contreras, hosts its next event
on Saturday, April 20, at 10:15 a.m. This month’s guest
speaker is Dawn Goodman, who will be speaking about
the life of her father, Donald Goodman, a member of Allan
Hancock College’s first graduating class in 1930.
The series is designed to present the public with
interesting facts from the past that have helped shape
Santa Maria and other local areas. Suggestions for
possible speakers are always welcome at (805) 9250994, Ext. 8562.
The event takes place on the third Saturday of
each month in the library’s Shepard Hall. Seating is
limited and offered on a first come, first served basis.
Admission is free.
The library is located at 421 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria. ❍
Arts Briefs is compiled by Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood.
Send information to cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

Whodunnit?

The Melodrama’s Unnecessary Farce is a
necessary show to see
BY RYAH COOLEY

T

Clan’s bagpipe-playing hitman,
On stage
Todd, is charming and hilarious in
Unnecessary Farce is onstage at the
his delivery of a rage-filled Scottish
Great American Melodrama through
rant that’s just too thick to decipher.
April 28. Tickets range from $23 to $30.
While Fiore as Agent Frank is akin
Visit americanmelodrama.com for more
to the cowardly lion, who may just
information.
be brave after all. And Breed and
Fuchs-Wackowski as Mayor and
Mrs. Meekly, respectively, are not who they seem.
After the show, of course, there’s the vaudeville review, The Jungle
Adventure, which takes audiences on a musical journey with a brave explorer,
several sidekicks, a perky cruise ship attendant, and the Tarzan family.
For a charming whodunnit-style comedy, with a less-thanpredictable plot twist, Unnecessary Farce goes above and beyond. ❍

wo wannabe cops and then two hitmen walk into a motel room. Oh,
and there are actually two conjoined motel rooms, eight doors, an
embezzler, and a set of bagpipes.
Each twist, literal and figurative, sends audiences further and
further down a rabbit hole of zany, laugh-out-loud comedy in the Great
New Times Arts Writer Ryah Cooley from the Sun’s sister paper is laughing in
American Melodrama’s adaptation of Paul Slade Smith’s (The Outsider)
the back row. Contact her at rcooley@newtimesslo.com.
contemporary play, Unnecessary Farce.
In a cheap motel room, embezzling
Mayor Meekly (Billy Breed, SLO
Repertory Theatre’s A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum) meets
with his female accountant, Karen Brown
(Rebecca Tucker, Steel Magnolias). In the
next room, two cops, Billie Dwyer (Eleise
Moore, Steel Magnolias) and Eric Sheridan
(Nicholas Wilder, Baskerville), wait to
catch the meeting on video.
But there’s some confusion as to who’s
in which room, who’s taken the money,
and who’s hired the Scottish hitman with
anger issues, Todd (Ben Abbott, The
Holiday Extravaganza). Meanwhile, Mrs.
Meekly (Annali Fuchs-Wackowski, Scary
Poppins) searches in vain for her husband
and Agent Frank (Mike Fiore, A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum),
a security guard to the mayor who tries to
be brave.
It’s a lot of people and storylines to
follow, but Unnecessary Farce keeps things
moving and rolls with the punches, using
physical comedy from a cast of seven
people constantly going in and out of four
sets of doors, all the while trying to rescue
and be rescued as they attempt to solve a
financial crime and prevent a murder.
Moore and Wilder are loveably goofy
and inept as the worst police officers
on the force. Tucker as Miss Brown, the
WHAT IS THAT? When a videotaped attempt to catch an embezzler confess in a hotel room goes awry, Mayor Meekly (Billy Breed) and
accountant, is a capable and cunning
officer Billie Dwyer (Eleise Moore) get more of a show than either bargained for.
damsel in distress. Abbott as the Scottish
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ARTS
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WELCOMING AN ICON: Juan Felipe Herrera was the first Mexican-American to be named United States poet laureate. He held the position from 2015 to 2017, presenting poems and speaking all over
the country. Herrera is visiting Santa Maria April 12 as part of Allan Hancock College’s celebration of National Poetry Month.

He earned a scholarship to UCLA, studying
social anthropology and later earning a master’s
in the same field from Stanford University.
From there, Herrera set off for the University
of Iowa, where he earned an MFA in creative
writing.
In 1997, his book Calling the Doves won
the Ezra Jack Keats Book Award. He has since
published almost two dozen collections of
poetry and other books. In 2008, he won the
His mother was the source of his
National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry
introduction to poetry. He said she used to sing
for his book Half the World in Light. In 2012, he
and recite rhymes she learned in an orphanage
was appointed California Poet Laureate.
where she spent part of her youth.
His book, 187 Reasons Mexicanos Can’t Cross
“Times were so difficult during the Mexican
the Border: Undocuments 1971-2007, explores
Revolution,” Herrera said of this mother’s
identity on the U.S.-Mexico border. It’s written
childhood. “There was an option in Mexico
in Spanish and English and delves into issues of
City where you could just drop off your child
cultural hybridity.
at an orphanage ... that’s what happened to my
He said he was influenced in his younger
mother.”
years by the farmworkers’ rights activists Cesar
As an only child, Herrera explained, he got
Chavez and Dolores Huerta,
much of her attention in the
which led him to bring those
form of songs, rhymes, and
Poetry
in
motion
topics to his writing.
riddles. He said growing
Juan Felipe Herrera, former U.S. poet
“I wanted to talk about
up with her songs, such as
laureate, will hold a lecture and reading
this,” Herrera said. “I agreed,
ballads from the Mexican
at Santa Maria High School’s Ethel Pope
they need to have a better life.
Revolution, was like living in
Auditorium on April 12 from 7 to 8:30
Like my parents, they would
an array of verbal art.
p.m. The lecture is free and open to the
have gained so much, and I
By the time he was in
public. The auditorium is located at 901 S.
school, he said, his head was
would have gained much if
Broadway, Santa Maria.
full of language and music.
they had a better life when I
“I think that’s the major
was a kid.”
root of my love of words and writing,” he said.
In his Santa Maria lecture, Herrera said he
“By the time I hit seventh grade, I found I was
wants to address the issue of being a united
fearful of being called on in the class ... . I spoke people during a historically contentious time.
Spanish, and it was difficult to face an EnglishHerrera said he hopes to speak to students
only classroom.”
about the role they can choose to play in being
It was then that Herrera decided to break
the new generation, as speakers and voices for
out of the box he found himself in, he said. So
their community.
he joined the choir to challenge himself to get
“The overarching issue is going to be unity,”
on stage and face an audience, to see if it would
he said. “As opposed to the partisan world
help him speak up. The challenge worked, and
we live in all of a sudden. I want to point to
little by little, Herrera came out of his shell.
unity and I want to point to acceptance of
“I got a little more comfortable with
everyone.” ❍
speaking out,” Herrera said. “With letting my
voice come from my body and facing a lot of
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is quiet
people on the stage. It was a slow process, but I
today. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.
had to do it.”

The quiet poet

Former United States Poet Laureate
Juan Felipe Herrera visits Santa Maria
BY REBECCA ROSE

I

t’s not every day that a former United States
poet laureate comes to Santa Maria.
But that will soon be the case. Juan Felipe
Herrera, the 21st U.S poet laureate, is part of
the community’s celebration throughout April,
which is National Poetry Month.
Herrera will lead a workshop for 50 students
at Allan Hancock College’s Santa Maria
Campus on April 12. That evening, Herrera will
give a public presentation at Santa Maria High
School’s Ethel Pope Auditorium.
Herrera said that while he has some ideas
about what he will read and talk about, he likes
to feel the room out before he reads and then
decide what to share.
“I’m going to read some poetry, that’s for
sure,” he said. “Perhaps we might do some
singing and do some poetry together.”
His laid-back and gentle nature doesn’t
immediately reveal the massive weight of
genius underneath. Herrera is one of the
country’s most renowned poets; he served
as poet laureate from 2015 to 2017 and was
the first Mexican-American to be appointed
to the position. His body of work is a long
and beautiful testament to how a poet can
transform difficult concepts and ideas into a
lyrical symphony of language.
The poet grew up as part of a family of
migrant workers in the San Joaquin Valley,
which had a strong influence on much of his
later work.
“We were a small family,” Herrera said. “We
traveled in an interesting shaped Army truck
... I think my father bought it at Fort Bliss in El
Paso.”
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SUN SCREEN
Film Reviews
Editor’s note: Show times for Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies
Lompoc and Parks Plaza are available at playingtoday.
com. Listings for Edwards Santa Maria 10 and 14 were
not provided.

CAPTAIN MARVEL

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In
Co-writers and directors Anna Boden and Ryan
Fleck (Mississippi Grind) helm this new installation
in the Marvel Universe. In 1995, former U.S. Air Force fighter
pilot Carol Danvers (Brie Larson) becomes the superhero
Captain Marvel, joining an intergalactic cohort called
Starforce before returning home to discover Earth is caught
in a war between two alien species. (124 min.)
—Glen Starkey

PICK

DUMBO

What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc
This remake of the Disney animated film centers
on a struggling circus led by Max Medici (Danny
DeVito), who hires former circus star but now wounded war
veteran Holt Farrier (Colin Farrell) to take care of Dumbo, a
small elephant with giant ears that make it a laughingstock.
Holt’s children, Milly (Nico Parker) and Joe (Finley Hobbins),
discover little Dumbo can fly. Soon ruthless entrepreneur V.
A. Vandevere (Michael Keaton) swoops in to make Dumbo a
star with the help of French trapeze artist Colette Marchant
(Eva Green).
Darn you, Dumbo, trying to tug on my heartstrings
when all I want to do is nitpick about your imperfections
(the movie’s, not the elephant’s!). It’s hard to hold back
tears when the song “Baby Mine” starts playing, as baby
Dumbo extends his trunk to reach the barred window of
his mother’s cage. The separation of the titular elephant
and his mother is at the heart of both the 1941 animated
original and this live-action remake from appropriate
director Tim Burton (Edward Scissorhands, Big Fish, Alice
in Wonderland).
Unlike the original, however, this story centers
on brand-new human characters rather than
anthropomorphized animals. So don’t expect to see
anything on all fours talking, contrary to other recent
Disney remakes like The Jungle Book and the upcoming
Lion King. Timothy Q. Mouse still makes a fun cameo
appearance, but his role as Dumbo’s friend and protector
gets transferred over to two human children, Milly and her
brother, Joe. The siblings try to convince their father, circus
worker Holt Farrier, that Dumbo has the ability to fly.
Of course, he scoffs at the fantastical notion, but can
we really blame him? He is a dad in a Disney movie, after
all. And as every good Disney parent knows, the first rule

PICK

FILM REVIEWS continued page 30

SCORING

FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing
MATINEE..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT...........It’s worth a rental
STREAM IT.....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALPHAVILLE FILMS

Resurrected
K

evin Kölsch and Dennis Widmyer (Holidays,
Starry Eyes, Absence) co-direct this new
adaptation of the Stephen King novel about a
supernatural burial ground. When Dr. Louis Creed
(Jason Clarke) and his wife, Rachel (Amy Seimetz),
move from Boston to rural Maine with their two
children, they soon discover something weird is
going on in the forest near their home. (101 min.)

done well to heed
his words, but what
kind of story would
that be? Things
have to get down
and dirty in the
King universe, and
even his “happy”
endings leave a
wake of death
Glen: I sure wish movies could still scare me.
and destruction. I
I remember being freaked out as a kid, my
BAD KITTY! Ellie (Jeté Lawrence) discovers that her cat, which went missing for a day, is decidedly
recently re-read the
imagination run amok, but I don’t believe in
book in anticipation more hostile upon his return.
the occult, so these days, horror movies never
of the film (OK,
horrify me. That said, there are some creepy
a rational man who discovers his world is no
full disclosure—I listened to the audiobook.
moments in this second adaptation of King’s
longer rational. This new adaptation is certainly
Pet Sematary, a few good jump scares, and some Michael C. Hall narrates, and it’s a fantastic
better than a lot of recent horror films, but it’s
way to ingest this bone-chilling
good acting and directing. But
nowhere near as good as some inventive new
tale), and while there are myriad
as far as delivering real chills,
entries into the genre, such as Overlord (2018), A
changes
to
the
details,
the
essence
nope. Nada. The whole point of
PET SEMATARY
Quiet Place (2018), Hereditary (2018), It Comes at
remains the same. Of course,
the story is the mystery of what
What’s it rated? R
Night (2017), 10 Cloverfield Lane (2017), Get Out
the
audiobook
was
more
than
15
lies beyond this mortal coil.
What’s it worth, Anna? Rent it
(2017), or Us (2019). If you love King or you love
hours, while the film clocks in
Rachel, whose sister died young,
What’s it worth, Glen? Rent it
horror, spring for a matinee, but I’d be happier
at
a
little
more
than
an
hour
and
wants to shield her daughter,
Where’s it showing? Movies
paying the rental price.
a half—let’s just say a lot of the
Lompoc
Ellie (Jeté Lawrence), from
Anna: The film does pull off an overall sense of
minutiae
gets
tossed
aside.
Even
the thought of death and talks
unease, though it doesn’t quite pull off full-on
if you aren’t a self-proclaimed
about heaven, but Louis thinks
fright. I was impressed all around with Lawrence
“fan”
of
King’s
work,
it’s
hard
to
making up stories about an afterlife is wrong
and Clark, and props to Seimetz as a haunted
argue that the man doesn’t know how to weave
and states matter-of-factly that nothing exists
and protective Rachel. Lithgow held his own as
a story like the back of his hand. While this is
after death. When Ellie’s cat, Church, is hit by a
Jud, though one plot point I missed in the bookcertainly
his
tale,
I
had
to
make
the
choice
to
truck, their neighbor, Jud (John Lithgow), helps
to-movie transition is the development of this
separate the two works about a quarter of the
Louis bury the animal in a special plot of land,
character, and especially his relationship with the
way
into
the
movie.
Otherwise,
I
was
going
to
sit
and the next day Church magically reappears.
Creed family, Louis in particular. Because this is
and stew over why the filmmakers made certain
He’s a bit tattered, worse for wear, and more
choices and changes to the original storyline.
a tale that has been woven not only in its original
importantly, he does not act like the same cat.
That said, on its own, the film still suffered from
form but in film once before, the outcome will be
But Jud and Louis think they’ve saved Ellie
predictability, and it also didn’t strike me as
doubtfully surprising to most audiences. While it
from the pain of death. If you know anything
especially frightening or horrific. There were a
does take on a life of its own, fundamentally we
about King, you know it’s just a matter of time
few jump scares here and there, but mostly just
are left with the same tale—nothing good comes
before someone precious dies, and someone
dread
of
the
inevitable
doom
enshrouding
the
from trying to play God. It seems historically
has the bright idea to plant that someone in the
Creed family like a fog.
tough to translate a King story onto the big
resurrecting ground. “They don’t come back
Glen: They did seem sort of cursed, didn’t they?
screen without losing a lot of nuance; after all,
the same,” Jud ominously intones. He’s right.
Louis, a former emergency room doctor who
his novels are generally bookshelf benders filled
Unfortunately, raising the dead isn’t as exciting
has taken a job as a college physician, is soon
with page after page of descriptive passages. I’ll
or scary as it sounds. The film’s watchable but
haunted by a college student who was hit by a car, agree that for fans of horror this may be worth
not exceptionally so, and many viewers will
a matinee, but don’t expect to be especially
know the story from either the book or the 1989 and who Louis couldn’t save. Rachel is haunted
by her sister. Their sprawling new property is
spooked. If you want the real experience without
film of the same name—for which King wrote
haunted by a weird burial ground. Their poor
committing to a book, get the audiobook version
the screenplay, so it’s predictable. For their part,
like I did and enjoy the ride. Otherwise, wait
directors Kölsch and Widmyer and writers Matt kids are in for a real terror ride. Gage (Hugo
Lavoie) is too young to know what’s going on,
for this one to hit your home screen. It’s got
Greenberg and Jeff Buhler mix up the story a
but Ellie definitely wants to go back to Boston.
atmosphere but lacks the spark that makes for a
bit, so even if you know King’s tale, there are a
Lawrence is really good in the role. She looks
real tale of terror. ∆
few surprises to be had. But fundamentally it’s
like a young Sissy Spacek, and the script gives
the same idea: We don’t know what lies beyond
her a lot to do, especially in the film’s final
Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior
life, and we probably shouldn’t know!
third. Clarke as Louis is also good—he’s a man
Staff Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna.
Anna: “Sometimes dead is better” is another of
being forced to confront his entrenched beliefs,
Jud’s ominous warnings, and Louis would have
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

The Living Last Supper

Join us to see this inspiring look at Jesus’ last night with his disciples based on
Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019 · 7PM

First United Methodist Church of Santa Maria

311 S. Broadway, Santa Maria · 805-925-9573 · santamariafumc.net
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FILM REVIEWS from page 29
of parenting is: Never believe your children, especially when it
comes to the supernatural. Second rule: Apologize to them later
for not believing after the big “I told you so” moment.
Hiring one of the screenwriters behind three consecutive
Transformers movies, Ehren Kruger, to adapt a cartoon about
a baby elephant was a bold move. I’d love to have seen this
CGI version of Dumbo take down some Decepticons. It’s a
really mixed bag, but I still feel like it’s worth seeing on the
big screen. There’s enough visual majesty to warrant a theater
viewing, despite a thin screenplay.
I’ll probably check out the Blu-ray, too, when it comes out,
just in case there’s a deleted scene of Dumbo transforming
into a Fiat convertible before duking it out with Megatron and
Starscream. Move over Optimus Prime, there’s an elephant in
the room, and his name is Dumbo. (112 min.)
—Caleb Wiseblood

HELLBOY

What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Neil Marshall (Dog Soldiers, The Descent, Doomsday)
directs this R-rated franchise reboot based on Mike
Mignola’s graphic novels about well-meaning half-demon,
Hellboy (David Harbour), who this time around battles an

NEW

undead sorceress (Milla Jovovich) bent on destroying the world.
(120 min.)
—Glen

HOTEL MUMBAI

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Co-writer/director Anthony Maras helms this
historical thriller-drama about the 2008 Taj Hotel
terrorist attack. The film tells the story of chef Hemant Oberoi
(Anupam Kher) and Arjun (Dev Patel), a waiter, who choose to risk
their lives to protect guests, as well as David (Armie Hammer)
and Sally (Tilda Cobham-Hervey), a desperate couple forced to
make unthinkable sacrifices to protect their newborn child.
This story of terror and heroism is hard to watch. The
unspeakable violence, the seeming madness that drives
random terrorism—it’s chilling and incomprehensible. A mix
of docudrama and survival story, Hotel Mumbai captures the
confusion and desperation of this horrible real-life event.
Maras, directing his first feature, gets terrific performances
out of his cast. One can’t help but wonder how such events
might affect one’s own actions. The people caught up in the
attack didn’t know it was coming, didn’t deserve it, but many
found the internal fortitude to behave valiantly in the face of
their worst fears. It’s gripping! (123 min.)
—Glen

PICK

THE BATTERED BASTARDS
OF BASEBALL

In his spare time, Bing even wrote
dense instructional manuals and made
little films about the fundamentals of
baseball—for no other reason than to
When? 2014
feed his passion for the game.
What’s it rated? Not rated
In 1972, the actor best known as the
Where? Netflix
sheriff’s deputy in Bonanza (1959) saw an
To be honest, I’m really not the
opportunity to chase his first love again.
kind of person who’s easily lured by a
Portland’s minor league baseball team at
romantic tale of the “American dream” the time relocated to Spokane, leaving the
on the big screen. But The Battered
City of Roses without a ball club to call its
Bastards of Baseball—a must-see
own. Enter Bing—who decided to fill the
documentary telling the larger-thanvoid and create the Portland Mavericks, a
life, crazily true story of one minor
Class A independent baseball team with
league baseball team in the midno affiliation with a major league club,
’70s—kindled my inner American spirit
becoming the only such organization in
in a genuine way.
existence.
Like many boys, Bing Russell (father
Baseball bigwigs thought he was
of actor Kurt Russell) grew up in love
crazy. Portlanders chafed at the idea of
with baseball. He served as a batboy
this Hollywood dude bringing his circus
for the title-winning New York Yankees
to their city. But Bing didn’t flinch; he
teams of the 1930s and ’40s, before
moving to Hollywood to pursue acting. knew exactly what he was doing.
The Mavericks
PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX
held an open tryout
for their roster that
got filled by a quirky,
ragtag collection of
misfits, dropouts,
and rejects donning
potbellies and
unkempt facial hair.
These were players
whose baseball
dreams had been
crushed by pro
scouts who deemed
them unworthy of a
UNDERDOGS: In 1973, actor Bing Russell started
chance, or former
the Portland Mavericks, an independent minor
big leaguers who’d
league baseball team of rejects that took the Pacific
been dumped by
Northwest by storm.
their teams along

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

the way. Bing’s selling point to his
players was redemption; his everyday
motto was to have fun.
For all of Bing’s silliness and
showmanship, the man knew the game
of baseball as well as anyone, and he
wanted to win. He drew out those traits
in his managers and players, and the
Mavericks scraped their way to winning
games. Quickly, the organization
became a hit in Portland. The team set
attendance records, garnered national
attention, and cultivated an all-for-one,
one-for-all spirit.
I won’t spoil the ending, but as Bing
eyed his ultimate prize, a Northwest
League championship, he weathered
heavy fire from league executives who
resented him and the whole spectacle.
That tension culminated in climactic
fights both on and off the diamond.
Bing’s grandsons, Chapman and
Maclain Way, helm this charming
documentary that mixes interviews
with Bing’s son, Kurt (who played on
the team), family members, Maverick
players and staff, journalists, and
minor league execs with beautiful, old
source material.
Take my word for it: You don’t need
to be a baseball fan to appreciate
this underdog story. The values it’s
grounded in—ingenuity, authenticity,
community, family, faith, and,
yes, baseball—are fundamentally
American. (73 min.) ❍

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• The Century Room Restaurant
offering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar offering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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THE MUSTANG

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Co-writer/director Laure de
Clermont-Tonnerre helms this
drama about violent convict Roman Coleman
(Matthias Schoenaerts), who’s given a shot at
rehabilitation via a therapy program involving
wild mustangs.
Twelve years ago, Roman left his domestic
partner brain damaged in an attack. He’s well
aware of his shortcomings, and doesn’t believe he’s
fit for reintegration into society. But that changes
when he’s placed in a rehabilitation program run
REBOOT: Well-meaning half-demon Hellboy (David Harbour) battles an undead
by Myles (Bruce Dern), a rancher who assigns
sorceress bent on destroying the world, in Hellboy, a new reboot of the two-film
prisoners a specific wild mustang to train.
franchise.
Predictably, things don’t go well initially,
but soon, another inmate who has a way with
for a kids’ movie and includes the darkest use of Bing Crosby’s
horses, Henry (Jason Mitchell ), helps Roman,
“Do You Hear What I Hear?” I’ve ever seen put on film. I’m not
who learns as much from his horse as the horse learns from him.
always a fan of cheerful music juxtaposed with dark material
There are some unexpected twists and turns in the well-worn
for the sake of irony, but this one works so perfectly. The lyrics
redemption genre, but terrific performances by Schoenaerts and
proclaiming the birth of the messiah really set the stage for
Dern breathe fresh life into it. It also features an ending you won’t
Sivana’s future role as an antichrist figure.
see coming and won’t soon forget. (96 min.)
It’s a lot to take in, but wow. Believe the hype! The film’s
—Glen
universal acclaim since its release is well-deserved. Like
Wonder Woman and Aquaman, Shazam! builds its own world
and mythology while still retaining the features of a shared
PET SEMATARY
universe (there are plenty of references to other DC heroes
What’s it rated? R
throughout the film to make that point clear). Overall, Shazam!
What’s it worth? Rent it
works on so many levels: an intriguing fantasy, a moving family
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
drama, and a brilliant comedy. Drop whatever you’re doing and
See Sun Screen.
go see it—Shazam! (132 min.)
—Caleb

PICK

SHAZAM!

What’s it rated? PG-13
US
What’s it worth? Full price
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
What’s it worth? Full price
Horror director David F. Sandberg (Lights Out,
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Annabelle: Creation) successfully steps out of his
Writer-director Jordan Peele (Get Out) helms this
comfort zone to helm this superhero fantasy about 14-year-old
new horror thriller about a family—father Gabe
foster kid Billy Batson (Asher Angel), who is chosen to inherit
Wilson (Winston Duke), mother Adelaide (Lupita Nyong’o),
magical powers from a dying wizard (Djimon Hounsou). All
daughter Zora (Shahadi Wright Joseph), and son Jason (Evan
Batson needs to do is say the magic word—the wizard’s name,
Alex)—terrorized by evil doppelgängers.
Shazam!—to transform into an adult superhero (Zachary Levi)
On the surface, this is an effective psychological horror
with super strength, flight, and other abilities.
thriller, but look a little deeper and Peele has again made an
Still a kid at heart, the hero—or “champion,” as the wizard
astute sociopolitical commentary on America’s haves and haverefers to him—revels in his new powers, testing them out with
nots. (116 min.) ❍
his foster brother, Freddy (Jack Dylan Grazer), the first person
—Glen
Batson trusts with his secret. Meanwhile, the insidious Dr.
Thaddeus Sivana (Mark Strong), a mad scientist who dedicated
Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer
his life to finding the original Shazam, seeks to hunt down
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
Batson in order to extract his powers and adopt them himself.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CANAL+
From the trailers, the film looks like
Deadpool for kids, but after seeing the final
product, I think a more appropriate description
would be a cross between Harry Potter and
Big for superhero fans. The film opens with
an origin for Sivana, cleverly devised to mirror
Batson’s origin later; he’s chosen by the
same dying wizard as a child decades before.
Unfortunately, Sivana fails the wizard’s test
when he is tempted by “the Seven Deadly
Sins.” The sins are literally represented as
physical demonic monsters who play an
intricate—and quite terrifying—role in
Sivana’s destiny.
Sivana is devastated by the wizard’s
EQUINE THERAPY: Violent convict Roman Coleman (Matthias Schoenaerts) is
rejection, who tells him he’ll never be worthy
given a shot at rehabilitation via a therapy program involving wild mustangs, in
enough to inherit his powers. I won’t spoil all the
The Mustang, based on an actual rehabilitation program in Carson City, Nevada.
details, but the following scene is quite brutal

PICK
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$0

Premium Plan
Copay

• Are you turning 65?
• Are you currently on Medicare/Medi-Cal?

FREE CONSULTATION!
ANNE CRAVELLO
(805) 268-4455

What’s Your
We know you’ve
got an opinion.
Take? Everybody’s
got one!
This week’s online poll 4/11–4/18
Should Santa Maria make any changes
to the intersection of Union Valley
Parkway and California Boulevard?
m Yes. It’s dangerous and needs a four-way
stop.
m No. Drivers just need to be more careful.
m I think it needs an actual traffic light.
m The city should reduce the speed limit on
both streets.

801 S. Broadway, Suite 15
(inside the Historic Santa Maria Inn)

Lic #0L48767

Enter your choice online
at: SantaMariaSun.com

EATS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

WINE

SNEAK PEEK: En primeur events, also known as wine futures, are a way of buying wine
early in order to get a discounted price. Wines are sampled at anywhere from six months
to 18 months before the official release date, giving buyers a chance to see if they want to
purchase it before the general public.

CRYSTAL BALL: Events such as the 2019 Wine Futures in Solvang give people a
chance to sample and pre-purchase wines that haven’t been bottled yet.

The future is now

2001 and is committed to making site-specific
wines such as pinot noir and chardonnay.
One of the wines he featured was the 2018
Byron chardonnay from Bien Nacido Vineyard
Block L, and I have to say it was one of the best
wines I had of the day.
“It’s old-vine chardonnay that got planted in
pulled the morning of, or the day before, the
the 1970s,” Nagy said. “It has bright acidity, lots
event and bottled for sampling.
of structure. It’s 50 percent new oak, all barrel
So why are events like this popular with wine
fermented ... it’s pretty typical of the Santa
lovers and winemakers?
Maria Valley in terms of the style.”
Depending on how it goes, it’s
Byron was founded in 1984,
kind of a win-win financially for
and Nagy’s ongoing mission is to
both. It’s a way for the winemaker
Wines so fine
continue with the winery’s original
to get an influx of cash or funding
For more information
charter of making site-expressive
before the wines are actually on the
on the Santa Barbara
wines from its historic vineyard as
Vintners and other
market. And shoppers (especially
well as other local blocks.
wine events, visit
those who curate bigger collections)
Nagy said winemakers at Byron
sbcountywines.com.
have a way of getting their hands on
taste their wines about once a month
wine at a lower price than when it
so they see the progression every
will be officially released.
year. That makes him comfortable
Also, it’s a great way to get a sneak peek at
showing wines such as the chardonnay as well
some of your favorite winemakers’ upcoming
as the 2018 pinot noir from Nielson Vineyard
releases.
Block 122b.
Jonathan Nagy of Byron Wines was one of
“I think it’s kind of fun for me because we
the winemakers on hand pouring samples and
only make 240 bottles,” he said. “So it’s an
talking about his wines. Nagy came to Byron in
opportunity to go into the cellar and find

Wine Futures event features unique tasting surprises
BY REBECCA ROSE

G

reat news, everyone: I can see into the
future!
OK, that’s probably a bit (very) inaccurate.
But I had so many future puns and jokes ready
for this column this week I couldn’t pass that
one up. While I may not be Kreskin, I have had
the opportunity to sample some wines in a
unique way, and I am thrilled to share some of
the things I learned at a fun event.
The Santa Barbara Wine Futures Tasting,
held on March 30 this year, allows wine lovers
to have a chance to gaze into the future at
some of their favorite local wineries. Wines are
offered en primeur, which is a way of purchasing
wines now that are not yet bottled or available
for sale on the market. Most of the wines at the
futures event (which featured more than 30
winemakers from Santa Barbara County) were

Come Satisfy
Your Hunger!

something that is special that we like and have
the chance to show it. Literally, our pinot noir
is one barrel. If it didn’t go to an event like this,
it would go into a bigger blend, so it’s nice to
actually get a chance to showcase it.”
For its futures selection, Alma Rosa offered
a 2018 chardonnay as well as a 2018 red Rhone
blend. To give you an idea of why so many
sharp-eyed wine connoisseurs flock to events
such as this one, the red Rhone blend retails for
$62, but shoppers had a chance to snap it up for
less than $50 en primeur. Not too shabby for a
discount, plus it’s a phenomenal wine.
Founder Richard Sanford came to the
Central Coast in the 1970s, drawn by the unique
soils and climate. He started the region’s first
certified organic vineyard and continues those
practices of natural farming and winemaking to
this day at Alma Rosa.
The red Rhone blend is a rarity for the
winemaker, but it seems to have worked
out well. Complex with aromas of pink
peppercorns, licorice, and meat, it was tasty
and not too sweet. The winemakers at Alma
Rosa suggest keeping it bottled for another
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Authentic Mexican Food
• Homemade Tortillas Made Fresh Daily •

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Restaurant and Bakery
Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm
Sun: 7am–8pm

Locally owned and operated

SPECU-ELATION: Winemakers, including Jonathan Nagy from Byron Cellars,
participating in events such as the 2019 Wine Futures will offer their wines en
primeur, before they are bottled or available for sale on the market.

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt
(805) 937-1871

o&
Menud le
Pozo un
Sat & S
Served

1531 B. S. Broadway, Santa Maria • 805-346-8983
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19th Annual Earth Day Celebration
BBQ
LIVE MUSIC
WALKING TOUR
CRAFTS FOR KIDS
PLANT AN OAK TREE

More Than Just Award Winning Pizza!

LEARN 7 INDIVIDUAL
ACTS YOU CAN DO
TO HELP REVERSE
CLIMATE CHANGE.

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH!
EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS
119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.623.7111
belloforno.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2019 11AM - 2PM

Experience Pizza Nirvana!

The Natural History Museum
412 S. McClelland Street, Santa Maria
(805)614-0806 · www.naturalhistorysantamaria.com

We also have Cauliflower Crust pizzas and Gluten-Free pizzas!

$5 OFF

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!

Large Pizza!
With this coupon. Expires 4/28/19

LetLet
Your
Imagination
Your
Imagination
Soar
at at
thethe
Santa
Maria
Soar
Santa
Maria
Valley
Discovery
Museum
Valley
Discovery
Museum

LetLet
Your
Imagination
Your
Imagination
Soar
at at
thethe
Santa
Maria
Soar
Santa
Maria
Valley
Discovery
Museum
Valley
Discovery
Museum

1137 North H Street, Lompoc
(805) 735-4000
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11am- 9pm
Fri-Sat 11am-10pm
www.wildwestpizzaoflompoc.com

SERVING
PATRICIO’S
PIZZA

Same
Great
Pizza!
Same Great Taste!

is having a

50 %OFF
CLOSING
SALE!

Please call for Directions to My Studio!

805-441-5127

DENTAL CARE
for the whole family!

NEW Doctor NEW Patient

SPECIAL!

$

79

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)
• Consultation

Featuring

ENERGIZE YOUR DAY!

Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!
NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

A $315 Value!
OVER 28 YEARS OF PRIVATE
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach
We accept
payment
plans

(805) 474-8100
GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español · Walk-ins Welcome
Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm
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$2,200 SPECIAL
(REG. $3,500)
CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment
& Crown

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com

BALANCE NUTRITION
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat-Sun 7am-3pm
1975 S. Broadway Suite E., Santa Maria
(925) 876-4915

EATS
EATS from page 31
three to five years, but I’m not sure I could
wait that long.
Another great winemaker with a beautiful
backstory is Angela Osbourne of Tribute to
Grace. The winemaker had two wines, both
of them 2018 grenaches, at the Wine Futures
tasting. Osbourne founded her winery in
2007 after she moved from New Zealand to
California. Her dream was to make grenache, a
wine that really can’t be grown in New Zealand
because the climate is too cool (the grapes don’t
properly ripen).
Here in California, she found the perfect spot
and named the wine after her grandmother

EATS@SANTAMARIASUN.COM
Grace. The grenache from Via Caprice
Vineyard is made using unique old-World
techniques, including incorporating wild
yeasts, whole clusters, and neutral woods. The
wine is flavorful and vibrant, with hints of
tobacco, cinnamon, and plums, and I definitely
cannot wait to try more of it when it’s released
next year.
So while I might not actually be Kreskin
(haven’t predicted those lottery numbers yet),
I can tell you that the future of wine in Santa
Barbara County looks promising. Especially
from the peeks I had at it. ❍
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is the
future. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.

can have a vodka tonic? I add the juice of one
oro blanco to a V&T and garnish with a wedge
of the fruit (pictured, bottom right). Now that’s
what I call nutritious! Pick them up at your
• We are on the tail end of the season for
local farm stands or grocer while they’re still in
the beautiful and surprisingly sweet flavored
season.
oro blanco grapefruit (pictured, below).
• I stopped by Bell’s in Los
PHOTOS BY REBECCA ROSE
Alamos over the weekend and
was absolutely enchanted by
everything. I was there when
they first opened, and they have
not missed a beat since. I could
recommend everything (sardines
and house-made saltine crackers
are a really satisfying snack),
but the tuna tartine (pictured,
bottom left) for lunch is an
especially beautiful and elegantly
prepared dish. Try it for yourself
at 406 Bell St.
• Trattoria Uliveto is still the
place to go for your romantic
date night dinners. We recently
tried one of their specials, a sole
with piccata sauce, and it was
absolutely outstanding. Italian
fish dishes are always superior
to everything, and the chef at
Uliveto really knows how to
work with it. Treat yourself at
285 Broadway St., Orcutt.
• May 3 at 6 p.m. is when
Flying Goat Cellars will
host its Decade of Decadence
winemaker dinner at La
Purisima Mission. Featuring
winemaker Norm Yost,
Grapefruit can be a daunting fruit for many
restaurateur Mitchell Sjerven, and the food of
(if you remember being forced to eat it as part
chef Greg Murphy, the event marks the 10th
of your nutritious breakfast growing up, you
year Yost and Sjerven have hosted a dinner
may be a little hesitant now), but the oro blanco at the mission. Tickets are $150 for club
is simply wonderful. It’s a great addition to a
members and $175 for non-members. Visit
spinach salad, but who needs salad when you
flyinggoatcellars.com for more information. ❍

Save $2
on a YP2 purchase

Disclaimer:
Save $2.00 on the purchase of any You Pick Two meal.
Valid only at participating Panera Bread® locations
in Santa Maria, Arroyo Grande, and San Luis Obispo.
While supplies last. Limit one coupon per person per
visit per day. Must present coupon when ordering.
Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Void if
modified, copied, reproduced, transferred, purchased,
traded or sold. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. Cash
redemption value 1/20 of one cent. Offer may expire
without notice due to error, fraud or other unforeseen
circumstances. Offer expires 09/05/2019. © 2019
Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

Code: SUNEWYP2

Santa Maria
540 E. Betteravia
(805) 349-9800

Arroyo Grande
1390 W. Branch
(805) 473-9292

San Luis Obispo
299 Madonna Rd
(805) 547-1800

There’s No Substitute for Quality!
SANTA MARIA - NOW OPEN!
LOMPOC
985 E. Betteravia
1413 North H Street
BUELLTON
GOLETA (THE ORIGINAL)
205 East Hwy 246
5735 Hollister
MILPAS
DOWNTOWN SB
216 South Milpas
628 State Street
LA CUMBRE PLAZA
ISLA VISTA
3890 La Cumbre Lane Norte
888 Embarcadero Del

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .98 + tax
Exp. 4/18/19

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

5

$ .06 + tax
Exp. 4/18/19

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116
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The Classies
Follow us on
social media!
HOUSES FOR RENT

FOR RENT

K EEP IT CL A S SY– FOR FREE !
Private parties: run FREE classified ads in the For Sale and Autos/Boats section!

CONTACT US TODAY! (805) 347-1968 or classifieds@SantaMariasun.com

REACH OVER 150,000 READERS WEEKLY FROM SANTA YNEZ TO SAN MIGUEL

Marketplace

HANDY PERSON

Home
& Garden
santamariasun.com

GARAGE SALE
GIGANTIC
GARAGE
SALE - Furniture, electronics,

HANDYMAN
GETERDUN

Any home project! dale@GetErDunhandyman.com or 805-310-9950.

antiques, unique items, clothes,
more than can be listed. Cash
only please. April 13 and 14
from 9 to 5. 5915 Quail Court,
Orcutt.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

SantaMariaSun.com

@SantaMariaSun
#SantaMariaSun

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANT!

SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT

MISCELLANEOUS

609 N. Benwiley Ave. #C
Studio, 1 ba
$750/mo + $750/dep

$39 One Hour Massage
Follow us on
Facebook

288 E. Foster Rd. Unit B
4 bd, 1 ba
$1,600/mo + $1,600/dep

SantaMariaSun

NIPOMO

136 N. Dana Foothill Rd
3 bd, 2 ba
$2,400/mo + $2,400/dep
COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL

$5 Off with this ad!

Spa Massa
n
e
d
l
ge
2018
Go
$

5 OFF

SPECIAL!

800 Broadway Ste. B1
Santa Maria

(805) 922-2133

NATURAL PRODUCTS

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED

• CA$H ON THE SPOT

• All cars, trucks, SUVs
• We come to you!

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725
SELL YOUR RV!

FOR RENT

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs
• We come to you!

805-922-0599

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
CARDS
KEEP YOUR CARD FOR PRIVACY

Central Coast Medical Recommendations
with local licensed physician David G. Balter, MD (30 years experience)

FOR MEDICAL CANNABIS INFORMATION
AND TREATMENT PLAN

APRIL SPECIAL!
ALL CARDS $60
WITH THIS AD exp. 4/30/19

118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

NEW

Follow us on Twitter
$ CALL DANNY $

@SantaMariaSun

Ocean Acupressure
805-322-8223
727 E. Main St • Santa Maria

1520 E. Donovan Rd
Santa Maria, Space 9
$900/mo

Greco Realty Inc.

Chinese Acupressure
Foot & Body Massage

Open daily 9am – 10pm

VEHICLES WANTED

***NOTICE***
ALL ADS IN THIS CATEGORY ARE FOR THERAPEUTIC NON-SEXUAL MASSAGE ONLY!

ACUPRESSURE

934 W. Cook St. #A
2 bd, 1 ba
$1,100/mo + $1,100/dep

605 E. Central
2 bd, 1 ba
$1,600/mo + $1,600/dep

MASSAGE THERAPY

WANTED - Viable Progressive candidate for Congress. Must support Medicare for All. Call or text Malcolm at (805)305-8295.

(702) 210-7725
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New patients & renewals
NOW BY PHONE: CALL TODAY!

805-481-1181

OPEN: Wed-Fri 10am–2pm & 3–5pm
405 E. Branch St, Ste. 100, Arroyo Grande
(in the Village) Walk-ins welcome

Need mor e
business?
Make your company
SHINE in the SUN.
Contact us at

805-347-1968
or email classifieds
@santamariasun.com
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PAYMENT
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PROGRAMS
JUMBO
HOME
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PROGRAMS ||| JUMBO
HOME
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
JUMBO
HOME
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
| JUMBO
HOME
LOANS
| EXCEPTIONALCUSTOMER
CUSTOMER SERVICE
LOANS
|
EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE
LOANS
|
EXCEPTIONAL
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
LOANS |AND
EXCEPTIONAL
CUSTOMER SERVICE
MORE!
AND
FHAMORE!
|MORE!
VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT
AND
AND
MORE!
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME
LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
Patrick Chandler
AND MORE!
Sales Manager | NMLS ID 632885

Office 805.361.7202
Mobile 805.588.2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/pchandler

Kate Ferguson
Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 328481

SOLD
Desirable Lake Marie home offering 4 bedroom, 4 bathrooms (2 full and 2
half)....This home is perfect for a large or growing family! Separate living
room and family room that both have fireplaces. Family room is perfect for
entertaining featuring a bar...Laminate flooring throughout. Huge backyard
perfect for 4H animals, chickens, gardening or whatever your heart desires.
(GL230) $549,990

1838 Lynne Drive
Beautiful Family Home! This spacious home has a huge upstairs bonus
room with its own bathroom. This room can be used as a potential mother in
law quarters, 4th bedroom, den, craft room or whatever your heart desires.
Tastefully remodeled kitchen with breakfast bar and dining area. Separate
family room and living room. A backyard that is a great size, low maintenance
with an above ground pool and RV parking!! (LY183) $419,990

Office 805.361.7203
Mobile 805.331.6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
Sr. Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 633243

Office 805.361.7295
Mobile 805.310.3157
Se Habla Español
MEstrada@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/mestrada

Award-Winning
community
Journalism Right
heRe on the
central coAst
Free. eveRy thursdaY.
san Luis obispo county’s news & enteRtainment Weekly

newtimesslo.com

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria • (805) 922-0660

See all our listings at www.WhyUSAProperties.net

Northern santa Barbara county’s news & enteRtainment Weekly

santamariasun.com
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Is Your Jewelry Broken, Bent or Boring?

Bring it to Fischer’s for New Life!

Used books
arriving
daily

225 E. Main St
Santa Maria
805-928-4108
www.ﬁschersjewelry.com

New books
arriving
3 times per week
Special orders
trades
and requests
always welcome

Expert Repairs • Restorations • Laser Welding • Work Guaranteed

SAKE

SUSHI

#1

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

SUSHI 805 Sake

Sushi#2

A L L Y O U C A N E AT
SUSHI & BBQ

KOREAN BBQ
& SUSHI

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

FREE EYE GLASS TUNE UP
ALWAYS WITH A SMILE

• Handmade Candles
• Bathbombs
• Candle Making Classes
• Soaps & More...
125 Union Ave #101, Orcutt · 805-314-2662

1140 E. Clark Ave. #160 · 934-4801
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm · Sat 10am-2pm

www.orcuttlensmasters.com

Hello Spring...
Rising Sun

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

FREE

NEW CLASS TIMES
OFFERED!

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors
3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242
risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

1 HR. MASSAGE

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678

SECOND OPINION

(Includes Diagnostic X-Ray(s))

VALUED
AT $319

Expires
4/30/19

426 E. Barcellus Suites #101 & #102

Santa Maria (805) 925-8767

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

Order your holiday décor today!

Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com
Mention this ad for
a Military discount

Straighten your smile and

WIN THIS CAR!

Just $40!

2018 VW Jetta Wolfsburg Edition

Visit us on
Facebook &
Instagram for
entry info.

EPIC MASSAGE
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

*Diamond
Plus
Provider

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM
(805) 347-4444

Shop Local reserve your space today

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

