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More Milk: Rustling up justice [30]
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A CULTURE OF JOY
THROUGH
LOCAL FOOD

Central Coast escape rooms challenge
visitors to crack the code and break out [8]

Savor rustic northern Italian cuisine made
from local ingredients sourced from regional
farmers, ranchers, and purveyors at Allegretto
Vineyard Resort’s Cello Ristorante & Bar

BY JOE PAYNE
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to the Central Coast
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NEWS

County delivers
disaster report [7]

MUSIC

Hancock choir relives glory
of Beethoven’s mass [23]

ARTS

Photography and painting
blend in new show [26]

In need of Skilled
Nursing Care?
Ask for us, Country
Oaks Care Center,
a name you can trust!

Award Winning
Care with
Award Winning
Commitment

Best Senior Living
Community

Can I crash
on your couch
for awhile?
Ask us about our
Foster Program

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

Anyone can help!

If you have room in your heart
and home to foster a homeless pet, we need you! So
many dogs, cats, bunnies and
horses are needing rescue,
and the way we are able to
give them a future depends
upon our amazing volunteers
and foster homes. Cheyenne,
pictured, needed medical
intervention, lots of love and
cuddles, and plenty of food
to save her life. A warm and loving foster home made
all the difference in the world to her. If you would like to
join our winning team of foster parents and volunteers,
please contact us for more information and learn how
you can save a life today!
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s haunted houses pop up across our communities for the
Halloween season each year, a year-round attraction has
set up shop on the Central Coast. Escape rooms eschew
the monsters and bloody tableaus for puzzles, keys,
and locks, challenging visitors to work together and find a way
out before it’s too late. For this week’s cover story, I spoke with
CRACKING THE CODE: The Ultimate
escape room entrepreneurs and took some Sun staff along for a
Escape Rooms in Solvang just premiered
one-of-a-kind experience [8].
a new escape room experience, Gold
Fever, which Sun staff solved in 36
Also this week, Santa Barbara County considers fire and flood
minutes.
prevention and response following disaster report [7] , the Allan
Hancock College Singers prepare to relive the glory of Beethoven
[23], Nancy Jo Ward blends genres and techniques in new exhibit [26], the Lompoc Civic Theatre
glimmers with On Golden Pond [29] , and get your pho fix at the new Viet Kitchen [34].
Joe Payne,
managing editor
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GENERAL ELECTION
November 6, 2018

VOTE!

Need more information?

sbcvote.com • 1 (800) SBC-VOTE
For information on accessible voting and assistive
devices offered at our polling places, visit our website
or call us at 1-800-722-8683.
Remember, pollworkers offer assistance to EVERY voter.
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• Provides college classrooms, facilities, and technology to prepare
students for careers and transfers to four-year colleges and
universities.
• Upgrades career technical (vocational), fine arts and physical
education facilities in Santa Maria.
• Modernizes career and vocational training facilities and upgrade
out-of-date equipment for technical theater education programs
in the Santa Ynez Valley.
• Improves, constructs and modernizes classrooms and labs for
police and firefighting programs at the Public Safety Training
Complex in Lompoc.

November 6, 2018

• Strengthens job training in areas such as science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM), healthcare, agriculture,
public safety, graphic design, and sports medicine.
• Improves/replaces facilities on campus that are more than
50 years old.

A 21 st CENTURY CAMPUS FOR 21 st CENTURY CAREERS
For more information, visit www.HancockMeasureY.com
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BRIEFS
Political Watch
• After the U.S. Department of Justice announced the
indictment of Russian national Elena Alekseevna
Khusyaynova for interfering in the 2018 midterm elections,
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-California) released a statement,
saying it was “yet another example of ongoing Russian
efforts to interfere in our electoral process.” “Russia
continues to use social media platforms like Facebook and
Twitter to sow division and spread propaganda,” Feinstein
said. “In particular, the indictment alleges that Russia
sought to spread false information about widespread
voter fraud in California. Dangerous lies about voter fraud
have also been spread by President [Donald] Trump and
conservative commentators. There is no widespread voter
fraud in California, or any other state.”
• Sen. Kamala Harris (D-California) announced new
legislation called the LIFT (Livable Incomes for Families
Today) the Middle Class Act, which would give middle-class
and working families a tax credit of up to $6,000 a year, or
up to $500 a month, for cost of living relief. A release from
Harris’ office sited a survey that found that 57 percent of
Americans “do not have enough cash to cover a $500
unexpected expense.” “Americans are working harder than
ever, but stagnant wages mean they can’t keep up with cost
of living increases,” Harris stated. “We should put money
back into the pockets of American families to address rising
costs of child care, housing, tuition, and other expenses. Our
tax code should reflect our values instead of more tax breaks
for the top 1 percent and corporations, we should be lifting
up millions of American families.”
• Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) faced Republican
challenger Justin Fareed in a candidates forum event on Oct.
21, debating immigration, sanctuary policies, and President
Donald Trump. Both are facing off for the 24th District seat
in the U.S. House of Representatives. Carbajal won out the
seat over Fareed in 2016. According to realclearpolitics.com,
a website that tracks polling and various political races, the
24th District is projected as “Likely Democratic.” According
a July poll from Olive Tree Strategies, a partisan pollster
commissioned by Fareed’s campaign, the race was neck and
neck.
• Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill authored by
Assemblymember Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)
in September, AB 2178, which aims to establish a new
category of feeding operation for limited charitable food
operations. The goal of the bill was to “give local charitable
food donors and regulators flexibility” to lawfully donate
food that’s “served safely,” according to a legislative update
from Limón’s office. An Oct. 16 article in the East Bay Express
spoke with Keith McHenry of the organization Food Not
Bombs, which has seen multiple members arrested for
feeding people in the Bay Area. McHenry said the legislation
wasn’t helpful to his organization or the homeless they serve
due to packaging requirements and restrictions. “We’d end
up in a situation where we’re trying to raise money … to buy
packaged food to give out, which would be wholly inadequate
to people living on the streets,” he said.
• Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham (R-San Luis
Obispo) visited the Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant on
Oct. 19, sharing photos from his visit on his official Facebook
page and writing about the importance of the plant for the
Central Coast’s energy and employment opportunities. The
plant is scheduled to close nuclear operations in 2024.
In September of this year, Gov. Jerry Grown signed a bill
authored by Cunningham and state Sen. Bill Monning
(D-Carmel) that directs the California Public Utilities
Commission to approve an $85 million settlement with PG&E
to help offset effects of the closure. “Passing legislation
that will mitigate the closure of the plant, support our local
economy, and ensure that the plant remains open until
the end of the operating license is my proudest legislative
achievement,” Cunningham wrote in the Facebook post. ❍

ILLUSTRATION BY STEPHANIE BOWER

Pacific Pride answers
needle exchange criticism
A social media post and a TV news segment
pushed the Pacific Pride Foundation’s Needle
Exchange Program, which involves a small van
delivering clean needles to drug addicts, into the
spotlight the week of Oct. 16.
Quoting a single Facebook post, Santa Barbarabased KEYT reported on Oct. 18 that residents
in Lompoc were concerned about the exchange
leaving behind dirty needles near a school bus stop.
The piece referenced Richard Smith, who on
Facebook accused Pacific Pride of “distributing
needles (without exchange most of the time) on
the corner of G Street and Oak Avenue.” Smith
said the area was an active Lompoc Unified
School District bus stop. He accused Pacific Pride
of encouraging active drug users to congregate
around children and called on the Lompoc City
Council to “enact regulations around these
unregulated services.”
The nonprofit pushed back on these
allegations on Oct. 22. Pacific Pride Executive
Director Colette Schabram told the Sun the
organization operated at the intersection in
question because the area has a higher volume of
those in need of their services.
“Our HUV—Health Utility Vehicle—not only
provides the only clean syringe exchange and
disposal program in the county, but also HIV and
Hepatitis C testing and counseling, harm reduction
counseling, and free safer sex kits,” she said.
The services are available on Tuesdays from
4 to 6 p.m. Schabram said the times were set to
avoid student drop off or pickup at the bus stop.
“On the date about which concern has been
expressed regarding our vehicle being present at
the same time as a school bus, we believe it was
a one-time, coincidental incident due to changes
in the operating schedules of both parties,” she
added. “The HUV was not operational at the
time, but only parked.”
The Pacific Pride Foundation met internally in
order to change the scheduled operating times so that
this will not occur again, according to Schabram.
The nonprofit says its HUV and Needle
Exchange Program help remove more than a
quarter million dirty needles from the streets
each year. The HUV exchange began full time
in Lompoc in 2016, but Pacific Pride has offered
the service for several years in the area. The
program has operated in the county since 1995.
The HUV also distributes Narcan kits—a
medication first responders use to block the effects of
opioids and alleviate damages caused by overdoses.
While at times controversial, needle
exchanges are considered viable options to
battling widespread heavy drug use.
According to the Centers for Disease Control,
the one-time use of sterile syringes remains the
most effective way to limit HIV transmission
associated with injection drug use. In 2002, needle
exchange programs nationally reported removing
nearly 25 million used syringes from communities.
Public health officials say participants in such
programs are much more likely to enter drug
treatment than those who never used an exchange.
According to the International Journal of Drug
Policy, injection drug users who are afraid of being
arrested while carrying drug paraphernalia are
nearly two times more likely to share syringes, and
more than two times more likely to share injection
supplies than other users.
—Spencer Cole

Chumash announce plans for
museum and cultural center
After decades of work and various delays, the
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians recently

CLEAN NEEDLES: A local nonprofit’s Needle Exchange Program found itself the target of public criticism on Oct. 18 after
allegations that its vehicle was leaving behind used syringes near a school bus stop. The accusations were unfounded, according to
Pacific Pride Foundation and the Lompoc Police Department.

The cultural park adjacent to the museum
announced plans to begin construction on a
will feature an amphitheater for storytelling
cultural center and museum by the end of this year.
and a living village. Its landscaping will utilize
Tribal leadership and staff, architects, and
designers gathered on Oct. 22 at the reservation’s recycled water and include plants the Chumash
traditionally gathered for food, medicine, and
Tribal Hall to present plans for the tribe’s Santa
crafting tools used in everyday life. A basketry
Ynez Chumash Museum and Cultural Center
and cordage garden will highlight plants used
to community members. The $32 million
for weaving their highly specialized baskets.
project, which will include the construction
Both spaces will be used for the Chumash’s
of a 14,000-square-foot facility and 3.5-acre
many educational programs, Kahn said,
park, is expected to take two years to complete,
including language and crafting classes,
according to Kenneth Kahn, tribal chairman for
field trips for local elementary schools, and
the Chumash.
community tours.
It’s been nearly 50 years since the tribe first
The facility and park will be located near
began working toward the creation of a museum
in the ’70s, when a traditional tule ‘Ap—a dome- Highway 246 on about 7 acres of land that was
recently taken out of Santa Barbara County’s
shaped house built from willow trees and tule
jurisdiction and placed into federal trust for the
grass—was erected on the Santa Ynez Chumash
tribe, adding it to the Chumash reservation.
Reservation to showcase cultural artifacts.
The Chumash first applied to place the land in
The project has since run into its fair share of
obstacles, including a lengthy federal fee-to-trust trust in 2002, and it was approved by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs years later in 2014. Another larger
land transfer process.
piece of land, 1,400 acres known as Camp 4, is
“It’s been a long time coming,” Kahn said,
currently going through a similar process. That
adding that it’s exciting to finally see the project
decision is still working its way through Congress,
coming to fruition. “I think the most important
Kahn said, and the Chumash are waiting on the
thing is that some of our elders who’ve been
U.S. Senate vote to affirm the fee-to-trust transfer
working on this for so many years, they’ll be
able to see it.”
Through the cultural center and museum,
NEWS continued page 6
Kahn said the tribe hopes to expand its
artifact collection, historical exhibits,
and educational programs in an effort
to further share Chumash culture and
history with community members.
The museum, which was designed by
Jones & Jones, a Seattle-based, awardMicroclimate Weather Forecast
winning architecture company renowned
Dave Hovde
for its work with indigenous peoples,
KSBY Chief Meteorologist
will reflect Chumash culture through
its architecture and include a dedicated
gathering place where visitors can learn
about past and present Chumash culture,
according to a press release.
Kahn said the museum itself will
include five separate sections—a Welcome
House, Heritage House, Traditional Tule
House, Samala Language House, and
COASTAL ➤ High 79 Low 53 COASTAL ➤ High 84 Low 54
INLAND ➤ High 83 Low 48
INLAND ➤ High 87 Low 48
a Tomol House—that will symbolize a
village and also provide differing exhibits
and learning experiences.
Inside the museum, Kahn said various
cultural artifacts, replicas, multimedia
works, and graphics will be on display,
and it will be one of the first Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED)-certified tribal museums in the
COASTAL ➤ High 79 Low 55 COASTAL ➤ High 74 Low 55
U.S. The project will feature high-efficiency
INLAND ➤ High 84 Low 53
INLAND ➤ High 82 Low 54
systems to protect the tribe’s artifact
Offshore winds will clear out skies and result in
collection, and locally sourced materials
warm temps peaking Friday. We start to cool a bit
including stone from the Santa Ynez River.
into the weekend but still warmer than average.
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there was not really any in evidence,” Owen said.
City Attorney Dave Fleishman added the
professionalism evident from legal cannabis
businesses was quite impressive and that the
companies took safety measures as well as steps
to minimize unwanted smells and attention.
“You wouldn’t be able to tell the difference
from another business walking by the outside,” he
said, adding at least one Grover Beach dispensary
had “upgraded the surrounding neighborhood
significantly” with extensive exterior landscaping.
“It looks like a positive addition to the particular
neighborhoods they were located in.”
City staff will now begin accepting
applications for the one medical dispensary
it will allow. Once background checks with
the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office are
complete, the city will then take the vetted
businesses and choose only one by way of lottery.
—Spencer Cole

on Camp 4 that was approved by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs in 2017. It’s unclear when that vote
might take place, Kahn said.
Although the process has been a lengthy
one, Kahn said it gave the tribe time to collect
cultural artifacts and flesh out plans for the
museum and park.
“The tribe is very excited to be able to share
its culture with the community and to be able
to create the Chumash museum for all people,”
he said.
—Kasey Bubnash

Solvang opts to allow only
one medical dispensary

Tempers flared to close a Solvang City
Council meeting on Oct. 22 when the topic of
cannabis came up on the night’s agenda. The
Lompoc to spend nearly a half
issue at hand? How many medical marijuana
dispensaries should be allowed within city limits. million on riverbed cleanup
“I’ve talked to many constituents that are
The Lompoc City Council approved a
totally opposed to a dispensary [in town],
$400,000
contract on Oct. 16 with a company
period,” Mayor Jim Richardson said before
tasked with cleaning the Santa Ynez Riverbed,
making a motion that would ban any medical
which is filled with several tons of trash left by
pot shop from opening in Solvang. In doing so,
the mayor of 10 years appeared to buck his most recently removed homeless encampments.
The city has been working with Qwikresponse,
recent campaign promise to consider allowing
a Southern California-based company that
medical marijuana if the voters approved
specializes in hazardous and biohazardous
recreational in November 2016.
“Jim, I do believe that on your platform [in
materials removal, since Sept. 22 in an effort to
2016] you did say you were open to medical
clean the riverbed, according to Lompoc Public
cannabis,” Councilmember Karen Waite said
Information Officer Samantha Scroggin.
after Richardson made the motion.
The 3-mile stretch of riverbed that until
“I did say I would consider it,” he responded,
recently hosted a large number of homeless
“and I’ve considered it and I’ve objected to it.”
individuals is now vacated and filled with
On Aug. 14, the council passed the first
“hundreds of tons of trash” and debris,
reading of an ordinance that allowed medical
according to a city staff report. Qwikresponse,
marijuana operators to open up shop in
which was chosen for its ability and expertise in
Solvang’s C-3, or commercial zone, on the
FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM
city’s western edge.
Richardson was the lone
dissenter that night,
calling the decision
“disheartening” at the
time.
“I’m of the opinion
it’s not for the branding
of Solvang,” he said that
night.
It’s an attitude the
mayor carried into the
Oct. 22 meeting, when
he again voted against
his peers following
Councilmember Ryan
Toussaint’s motion to
allow only one medical
cannabis dispensary
EVICTED: Lompoc Police Sgts. Mauricio Calderon (pictured left) and Vincent Magallon
to operate within the
(right) issue an impending eviction notice in August that would become effective on Sept.
designated C-3 zone.
10. Officers issued the warnings throughout August to make people living in the riverbed
Richardson was again
aware of the deadline.
the sole dissenter.
He said the public
opinion on cannabis in town was decidedly
removing waste materials and performing largesplit, and that even though voters had approved
scale cleanups of vacated homeless encampments
recreational cannabis in California, the Solvang in natural environments, has already begun
vote “was really close.” Richardson also said
work removing trash from the riverbed and
most medically useful extracts from marijuana,
transporting it to the city’s landfill.
like CBD, were already available in nearby
The process is expected to take about 40 days
health stores.
and
possibly more than $400,000.
In past meetings and on Oct. 22, Richardson
If more time and funding are needed, staff
expressed concerns that cannabis companies
will return to Lompoc City Council with a
would bring unwanted traffic to the area.
progress update and a new completion and cost
He even questioned Solvang Planning and
estimate, according to the staff report.
Economic Development Director Holly Owen
The city, which is working with Santa
about congestion issues on municipal roads
Barbara County on a cost-sharing
when she went to inspect cannabis businesses
partnership for the cleanup of the riverbed, is
operating in Grover Beach.
requesting state and federal funding to help
“We were there between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on
offset the cleanup costs. ❍
a Friday—what you’d think would be a ‘high
—Kasey Bubnash
time’ so to speak for that kind of activity—but
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Deadly legacy

better disseminate it to the public through
social media, text updates, and emails. It also
recommended refining emergency public
information and warnings in the minutes,
hours, or days leading up to a disaster.
The report also called for increased
collaboration between local government
partners; for the county to “enhance its ability
to respond to sustained EOC activation”; and
to “increase the county’s capability to recover
from a major disaster.”
BY SPENCER COLE
Only in draft form, the current iteration is
or a brief stretch of time spanning December
one of the longer such studies to be conducted
2017 to January 2018, Santa Barbara County
over almost a year. According to OEM, the
was synonymous with the word “disaster.”
reports usually only take a few months.
First, the Thomas Fire in December scorched
OEM Director Robert Lewin told supervisors
hundreds of thousands of acres of federal, state,
it was initially difficult to ascertain the damage
county, and private land, becoming one of the
from the Thomas Fire in the mountainous terrain
largest fires in California’s recorded history.
above the coastal communities of Montecito,
Barely a month after the blaze began, floods
Carpinteria, and Santa Barbara before the
driven by isolated pockets of intense rain
rainstorm that caused the deadly mudflows hit.
created a wall of debris, water, and mud that
He said that while this “after-action” report
struck Montecito like a truck.
may be near completion, the county still had
“We were walking through mud that was
much work to do post disaster. For instance, a
waist deep [looking for survivors],” Santa
debris analysis plan is still in the works that will
Barbara County Fire Engine Capt. Jason Sweet
not be complete until 2020. Lewin attributed
told the Sun. It would be weeks before he and
OEM’s delay to a lack of “bandwidth.”
his crew returned to their station.
Emergency administrators also stressed
The Jan. 9 debris flow incident claimed 23
the need for an additional recovery plan to
lives and destroyed or damaged hundreds
accompany the county’s debris plan, which
of homes. And even now, nearly a year later,
won’t happen overnight because staff is already
county officials, residents, and first responders
busy compiling an oil spill contingency plan
are still picking up the pieces, and trying to
after the Refugio Oil Spill in 2015.
determine what went wrong. The latter is
“That’s about as good as we can do, but I
particularly important for emergency planners
assure you our Public Works and the other
trying to prevent such deaths in the future.
regional players are participating in trying to
On Oct. 16, Santa Barbara County’s Office
handle this,” Lewin added. “If we’ve learned
of Emergency Management (OEM) delivered
anything, we’ve learned a whole lot about debris
a report to the Board of Supervisors assessing
through this whole disaster.”
how the county’s emergency operations center
One public speaker, who spoke on behalf of
(EOC) responded to the disasters.
Montecito residents affected by the storm, was
The 36-page document recommended
critical of the report delivered to the supervisors
the county shore up its evacuation plan and
on Oct. 16 because it didn’t address
how to prevent prevent future
civilian casualties.
“The deaths are undoubtedly the
single most important and enduring
legacy of this tragedy and yet they are
mentioned in only one brief sentence
and not analyzed to imagine how
and why they occurred,” he said.
The resident called for a root
cause analysis—an investigative
measure taken after a private sector
industrial death.
“A death in a mine or a chemistry
PICKING UP THE PIECES: It took first responders months to comb through
plant in this country at the present
all the rubble from the Jan. 9 debris flows that wrecked much of Montecito.
time is a big deal,” he said. “It’s
Pictured: Santa Barbara County Firefighter Vince Agapito searches through a
certainly more than the one sentence
home on Jan. 13 in Montecito.
that was in the report.”

Santa Barbara County
emergency responders brace
for what’s next following
two historic disasters

F

MUDDY WATER: An aerial shot of Montecito after the rainstorm and debris flows that killed 23 people. When the cleanup began, some
living in the area said they had little warning to evacuate because the evacuation zones issued by the county were poorly defined.

On Oct. 18, an OEM spokesperson told the Sun
the purpose of the after-action report was to analyze
the county’s emergency operations center response to
the disaster, not investigate each individual death.
The speaker also derided the report for “not
being self-critical in recognizing deficiencies”
such as evacuation orders and warnings,
“which did not adequately define high debris
flow hazard areas, nor ensure residents were
informed of the imminent disaster.”
Lewin chafed at this characterization. He
said it’s impossible to not look back and reexamine how the county handled the disaster,
but “as decision makers we base our decisions
on the best information we have at the time.
And we believe we did that.”
Lewin did not return the Sun’s request for a
follow-up interview by press time.
Board of Supervisors Chair Das Williams,
who lives in Carpinteria, said he empathized
with his Montecito neighbors and pointed to
problems with getting everyone in the county on
a regional alert system, as opposed to a problemprone national one. He noted Montecito’s poor
flood control systems, calling them “a problem
that goes back decades,” and blamed part of the
issue on a lack of public land.
“So much more of Montecito is in private hands
than is true in a typical community,” he said. “And
that is a daunting but not insurmountable factor in
our efforts to increase flood control.”
Santa Barbara County submitted several
grant applications to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency since the disasters and has
plans for a community, nonprofit, and federal
partnership to help subsidize costs due to limited
resources at the county level. Some of the work
involves increasing debris basin capacity.
Williams said there were plans to build
additional basins to offset future flows. “We can
do something about that,” he added. “We will not

be able to do it before winter but we can do it.” The
1st District Supervisor called the work the “most
important capital project response to the disaster.”
Fourth District Supervisor Peter Adam
defended the county’s response to the debris
flows and fires. He said that there would always
be a chance for something to go wrong in the
areas that were hit by the fire and floods.
“It’s very difficult to express the amount of risk
that everybody is in that underlies any of these
fires at this point,” he added. “It’s like a spring
that’s loaded up there and all you have to do is
have a trigger come along and bang, it goes off.”
Adam’s description is a pretty spot on
depiction of what the county and California
can expect for the foreseeable future, according
to Daniel Swain, a climate scientist at UCLA’s
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability.
The state’s and county’s endless acres of poorly
managed forests and heavy fuel loads could easily
become the sites of more massive fires, floods,
and eventual debris flows, he said.
Swain is the lead author of a paper published
earlier this year detailing how fluctuations in wet
and dry periods will only increase in intensity
over the course of the next century. And that
means more floods and more fires, he said.
“We’ve seen that illustrated the past couple
years where we really only had a few days of rain
in LA, but one of them killed 20-something
people with the mudflows in Montecito,” Swain
told the Sun, noting that while the floods were
mainly related to fires that preceded them, they
were still related to those fluctuations.
“That sort of flashiness of these flows and
streams and intensities of the big bursts of
precipitation are characteristic of what we’ll see
moving forward.” ❍
Staff Writer Spencer Cole can be reached at
scole@santamariasun.com.
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The escape room craze finds
a home on the Central Coast
BY JOE PAYNE • PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

T

he nighttime forest hum of crickets and frogs, sometimes
punctuated by a distant wolf howl, fills the wood-paneled
cabin room. Lined with locked boxes, tables with
drawers, a pot-bellied stove, a bed, and frontiersman
accoutrements, the only modern feature to the room is a
keypad-locked door.
This isn’t the California wilderness of the late 1800s, it’s
the newest escape puzzle by The Ultimate Escape Rooms in
Solvang. Titled Gold Fever, the challenge welcomes visitors to
figure out the keypad code with the clues in the room within
60 minutes. Host Bryan Beery ushered the small group of Sun
staff into the room, and with his “best Sam Elliott voice,” told
us how it was the home of an eccentric gold prospector who
struck it rich.
“Unfortunately for you, the notorious gunslinger named ‘The
Rattlesnake Kid’ has heard this tale, and is rumored to be on the
way to this cabin,” Beery says before leaving and closing the door.

a theme-based mystery in the alloted time. They’re a year-round
alternative to seasonal attractions like haunted houses with their
flickering lights and jump scares, prizing fun, immersive stories
and stimulating puzzles instead.
For Alexis Crouse, the co-owner of The Ultimate Escape
Rooms, each room represents hours of conceptualizing and
even more of labor on her and her husband’s part. She pulls on
her experience as a teacher and a filmmaker when creating the
puzzles, and the outcome is something just about anybody can
enjoy, Crouse said.
“I wanted something where families and friends alike could
come together, have fun, not have a cellphone, and not have any
interruptions,” she said. “They’re interacting, working together,
and learning at the same time.”

First time for escaping
Will Ruoff, owner of The Lock Boxx, remembers his first
escape room experience well. He was in Denver, Colorado,
visiting with a friend who “was just getting into the escape room
culture,” and invited him along for a visit.
Like his friend, Ruoff got got bit by the bug.
“That was kind of my first taste of what an escape room is
like,” he said. “I started to really enjoy them and started to go to
a couple in LA and some in San Francisco, and then I went to the
Locked Inn in SLO County.”
He enjoyed the collaborative aspect of escape rooms, how
everyone shared in the victory of cracking the puzzle and
getting free.
If they’re into it, everyone’s hearts race, they get excited
and shout out when new clues are found. The game is “high
energy and high mental energy as well,” he said, and part of the
challenge is how everyone puts their heads together.
“That’s a major aspect—teamwork, and who’s going to take
control,” he said. “A lot of it has to do with how you talk and
communicate with each other, so if you’re finding clues but not
saying anything to anybody, you’re not doing any good.”
Compelled to start his own escape room business in or near San
Luis Obispo, but not quite ready to afford the rent for an office
space, Ruoff acquired a trailer. That’s when the Central Coast’s first
entirely mobile escape room, The Lock Boxx, was born.
Ruoff takes the trailer to weddings, company events, and
farmers markets. He was at Downtown Fridays in Santa Maria on
Oct. 1 with a staffer who helped him translate English to Spanish.
The Lock Boxx is smaller than most escape rooms, the time
limit to get out is less than half an hour, and two to four people
are allowed in at a time. The door isn’t really locked (most escape
rooms have an extra unlocked door), and the windows keep
people from feeling claustrophobic, he said.
Ruoff said he wanted his mobile version to be accessible
beyond just its mobility, but to also be a less-intimidating escape
room for first-timers.
“A lot of escape rooms right now bring in only people with
escape room backgrounds, like they’ve done it before,” he said.
“But the general population has no idea what they are. When I’m
at farmers market, at Downtown Fridays, 90 percent of the people
that come up to me have no idea what an escape room is.”
Numerous escape room skeptics have changed their tune after
their first time in The Lock Boxx, Ruoff said, and move on to
visiting local brick-and-mortar escape rooms.
Having a smaller-scale escape room that he can take on the
road allows Ruoff some flexibility. He has been called in for a
number of businesses for team-building exercises, often tailoring
the puzzle to the team at the request of the company.
Even small groups of military or government staff find it a fun,
low-stakes way to improve how small teams work together, he said.
“It’s a really interesting dynamic,” Ruoff said. “You wouldn’t think
that this 20-minute session would create so much dynamic interaction
between people, but it really does.”

We fan out, scouring the room for clues before the gunslinger
shows up.
“I found this in here,” Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood says,
pulling a magnifying glass from mounted bull horns on the wall,
“in case anyone needs to magnify anything.”
Setting a scene
It’s not the only clue readily available, and each leads to another.
“This is obviously something that opens,” Account Executive
One of the first escape rooms to open up on the Central Coast was
Jennifer Harbaugh says, holding up a locked diary. A few minutes The Locked Inn, in Grover Beach. The location includes two separate
pass before the key is found.
escape rooms, each a different room in the mysterious “inn.”
We pour over the pages, reading the prospector’s daily
Jessica and David Sawyers purchased the business from
accounts of his failures and successes mining for gold in the
previous owners about a year ago, and have made efforts to
California wilderness. It takes a while before we hit paydirt
expand and make some changes, but they’ve stayed true to the
ourselves and crack the diary’s secret. The puzzle becomes more
original businesses’ hotel theme.
and more complicated, compounded by each clue, some of which
The key to any escape room is the theme, Jessica told the Sun. It
go nowhere.
helps immerse visitors in the story, she said, but
But we find the code, punch the numbers
also to inform the plot and puzzle that escape
into the keypad, and unlock the door in 36
room creators craft for each experience.
Escape attempts
minutes. The Rattlesnake Kid won’t be pulling
“Ours is based on a hotel, a little bed and
You can learn more about The
his six-guns tonight!
breakfast as we like to say, so when you walk in
Ultimate Escape Rooms in Solvang
Escape rooms have gained popularity
it kind of feels like you’re checking into your
at theultimateescaperooms.com. The
across the United States since the early 2010s,
room,” she said. “It’s almost like you’re not
Lock Boxx mobile escape room can be
and the industry has continued to grow ever
in Grover Beach at that point, you don’t even
found at thelockboxx.com. The Locked
since. A handful of escape room experiences
realize, and when you come out it’s like a whole
Inn in Grover Beach takes bookings
started up on the Central Coast in recent years,
other experience.”
online at thelockedinn.com.
The Locked Inn was the only escape room on
challenging visitors to work together and solve
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the Central Coast for a while, Jessica said, so when she and her
husband took over, they wanted to vary the experiences there for
repeat customers. They’ve had a Halloween-themed room in the
past, but this year their new room has an adventure theme.
Escape room fandom is a kind of subculture, Jessica explained,
from the local enthusiasts to traveling “escape room tourists” to
online communities.
“We try to keep ourselves up with the flow of everybody and
what they’re into,” she said. “Like right now, everybody is into
the adventure rooms, which is what we’re trying to do in our new
room, which is kind of Indiana Jones meets National Treasure.”
Within the chosen theme, there is a range of possibilities for
puzzle crafting.
David does most of the creative design and building for their
escape rooms, Jessica explained, and he pulls on his experience
as a software developer and lifelong video gamer to come up with
ideas. It’s very important to the Sawyers that their rooms are oneof-a-kind, Jessica explained, to the point that they don’t often
visit other escape rooms to avoid ideas rubbing off. It allows them
to remain focused on their business too, she said.
“A lot of escape rooms, if you do the rooms they offer, that’s
all they do,” she said. “They don’t bring in new ones, they don’t
switch them out because they’re super expensive. We constantly
are trying to give everybody a new experience.”
The process can get complex quickly, Jessica explained, and
includes more than just the story and puzzle writing, but set
design and often electrical work.
The handcrafted feel and attention to detail is what helps make
their escape rooms special, Jessica said. She’s seen kids walk into
their rooms like they were “dragged there,” she said, but leave
excited to try another escape room.
“I try to explain it to people, ‘If you’ve ever grown up watching
the film Clue, it’s like that mixed with that adventure of Harry

Potter,’” she said. “There are things that you don’t expect to
happen that happen. Who doesn’t like a hidden door?”

Unlocking popularity
Solvang isn’t The Ultimate Escape Rooms’ only location,
explained co-owner Alexis Crouse—she and her husband opened
their first business in Ventura two years ago. They saw Solvang as
a great location to expand for its reputation as a tourist destination
and the few escape rooms in Santa Barbara County.
The Ultimate Escape Rooms in Solvang started earlier this
year with just one escape room, a Danish/Christmas-themed
experience called The Mischievous Nisse. The Gold Fever
attraction enjoyed by Sun staff just opened up, but knowing how
voracious escape room fans are, Crouse, her husband, and their
team wanted everything perfect before opening the new room.
“I will not open a room until I know that a room we opened
before it is solid,” she said. “Though I want to get started on
[the next room], I will not until this room is tried and true and
ready to go and people have tried it and there’s no more tweaks
to make.”
The number of people interested in escape room experiences
has swelled, Crouse said. The expansion of her business also
reflects the overall growth of escape rooms as an industry.
According to Room Escape Artist, a website that has
tracked the number of escape room businesses in the United
States since 2014, the new industry has enjoyed steady growth
since the trend first caught on. For example, the number of
individual escape room facilities in the second quarter of 2017
was 1,850, according to the website’s annual growth report,
and by the same time this year, there were 2,300 attractions
nationwide. For comparison, the second quarter of 2016 only
saw 900 escape rooms in the U.S.

ON WHEELS : The
Lock Boxx is a mo
bile
escape room base
d in SLO that trave
ls across
the Central Coast
to events like Santa
Maria’s
Downtown Fridays
(pictured).

For business owners like Jessica Sawyers with The Locked Inn in
Grover Beach, the trend makes perfect sense. Most escape rooms
are family friendly, she said, and those kinds of attractions aren’t as
present year round, especially in areas like the Central Coast.
“I think what’s happening, especially in towns like ours—I
grew up in Orcutt and my husband grew up in San Luis
[Obispo]—there’s nothing to do,” she said. “They’ve taken
everything away for kids to do.”
That’s why they’ve connected with local groups or nonprofits
to turn their business into a host for special events or attractions.
They recently partnered with the San Luis Obispo Veterans
Outreach Program and blocked out an entire day for veterans
to enjoy the rooms and connect with resources like housing or
medical care.
The Locked Inn is also hoping to connect with other escape
rooms, Jessica said, and they have plans for a partnership with
Ruoff’s The Lock Boxx. He can bring his mobile escape room to
theirs, Crouse said, for an “escape room day” or other events. All
of it can help stoke the popularity of escape rooms locally, getting
friends and families in for their fateful first escape attempt.
“I think that people go in there and have an experience that
you can’t get anywhere else,” Crouse said. “We see that it’s a
trend for everything—it’s such a fun thing to do but it’s also such
a bonding experience, a great team-building experience, and
everybody likes to get out and do something.
“This is something you can talk about with your friends and
family for years. It’s a memory that you’ll always have,” she
added. “Everybody is always going to want that experience that’s
something different.” ❍
Managing Editor Joe Payne can be reached at jpayne@
santamariasun.com.

designed to
: Escape rooms are
ESCAPE ARTISTS
. The Lock Boxx, a
me
the
ific
ec
sp
a
immerse players in
t in a kidnapped
escape room, is se
SLO-based mobile
th clues.
wi
ed
, which is pack
FBI agent’s office

www.santamariasun.com • October 25 - November 1, 2018 • Sun • 9

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

NEWS

Spotlight on:
Treetop Yoga
Nicole Lowe, owner
BY SPENCER COLE

F

or Nicole Lowe, owner and lead instructor
at Santa Maria’s Treetop Yoga, a seventh
year anniversary is an occasion to take in
stride.
The studio celebrated the milestone in mid
October by hosting a series of free classes that
include yoga sessions for all ages and skill levels.
“It was neat to kind of have an anything-goes
class regardless of age or ability,” Lowe said. “Some,
especially the kids, just rolled over or crawled.”
Moments like that embody a lot of what Treetop
Yoga is all about: a tight-knit but open community.
Class sizes are limited, to the point that
sometimes potential students miss out on the
particular session they want to take. And while
Lowe acknowledges that may not be the best
business practice in terms of making money, it’s
invaluable for her.
“I don’t like to turn people away—it’s really
hard to do—but we want to honor those small
class sizes so that our students in our classes get
the best experience,” she said.
The more intimate setting is particularly
attractive to beginners, who more often than
not inquire about how many people are in the
class before considering attending.
“A lot of times people are very nervous or selfconscious when they are starting yoga,” Lowe

PHOTO COURTESY OF TREETOP YOGA

explained. “They want to know that
they’re gonna get some personal
attention, with their alignment or
help modifying [a pose].”
It’s a philosophy that’s created
plenty of longtime customers.
“We have students who have
been with us since day one,” she
said.
The studio experienced steady
growth over the past seven years,
according to Lowe, but business isn’t
always smooth sailing. Even though
there are regulars, overall retention of
students is always tricky.
“There’s turnover, that’s one
of our challenges is just retention
with wellness,” Lowe added. “I
think that trying to get people to
devote to take care of themselves is
sometimes challenging.”
Taking care of one’s body is a
struggle the yoga instructor is all
too familiar with, she said. “I took
a break from yoga for a while, but
then I ran into my doctor at the gas
station and he asked if I was taking
care of my body,” Lowe explained.
DROP IN: Santa Maria’s Treetop Yoga celebrated its seventh anniversary in October.
In that moment, it hit her: She
wasn’t. So she dived back into her
you’re able to cope with them more easily. At least, I
yoga headfirst.
am when I’m doing my yoga practice.”
“When I got back into it that’s when I really made
Currently, Treetop is offering sales to celebrate
it a priority in my life because it really just makes
its seventh anniversary. To find out more, call
everything in my life go more smoothly when I’m
(805) 266-6391 or email nicole@treetopyoga.net.
doing my yoga practice regularly,” Lowe said. “I feel
The studio also offers one month of unlimited
happier. I feel at ease. The little hiccups that pop up
classes for first-time students for $40.
in your daily life just don’t seem as big of a deal …

Hips, shoulders,
knees, and pros.
No matter which joint is giving you trouble,
don’t put off dealing with the pain.
Our orthopedic surgeons are experts in
treatment options, including joint replacement
surgery, with less downtime than ever before.
Learn more about Marian Regional Medical
Center’s nationally-acclaimed orthopedic
program or take our online assessment at
dignityhealth.org/centralcoast/ortho.
To find an orthopedic specialist,
call 805.270.2513.

Highlights:
• On Oct. 17, Santa Maria Mayor Alice Patino
and City Manager Jason Stilwell delivered the
2018 State of the City address. Speaking in front
of a small crowd of business owners, city staff,
and community members, the two touted the
city’s economic growth and outlined plans for
downtown development. City leaders also called
for more help from the business community
to tackle affordable housing and for citizens to
support the public safety tax fund, Measure U, in
the November election.
• Federal Community Development Block
grants and Local Human Service funds are
now available for Lompoc nonprofits and other
organizations for fiscal year 2019-20. In order
to apply for funding, interested applicants must
attend a mandatory pre-application workshop
Monday, Nov. 5, at 9 a.m. at the Lompoc City
Council Chambers (100 Civic Center Plaza).
Copies of grant applications will be available
at the workshop, and are currently available
on the city’s website at cityoflompoc.com/
comdev/. Applications can be electronically
mailed by request. The deadline for submitting
completed applications is 3 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 6. All applications must be submitted to
the Community Development Division located
at City Hall. ❍
Staff Writer Spencer Cole wrote this week’s
Biz Spotlight. Information should be sent to
the Sun via fax, mail, or email at spotlight@
santamariasun.com.

Howl-oween Costumes for
your Furbaby.

Howl-oween Pet
Safety Tips

• Keep pets away from the front door
• Keep pets inside

• Keep candy out of reach

• Be careful with candles & lit pumpkins
3564 Skyway Dr., S.M.
(805) 361-0802

ThatsFETCH805.com

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus,
Melissa Rosario, Amanda Brown & Corene DePriest

We
Have
Everything
Under
The
Sun!

Introducing Your Locally Owned

JDX PHARMACY
Caring for you and about you
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here
to assist your medical supply needs.
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm
1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com
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HOBNOBBING WITH HELEN

NEWS

Socially satisfying
BY HELEN ANN THOMAS

I

t was impossible not to have a good time at
the Boys & Girls Clubs’ annual Celebrity
Waiter’s Night on Oct. 18 at the Santa Maria
Country Club. This was a high-octane event,
positively oozing with energy and excitement.
The fundraiser attracted 225 enthusiastic
friends and supporters and included some in
costume. You had to love Darth Vader as played
by one of the club’s primo cheerleaders, Brook
Wise. I had to look twice at a leather-jacketed
biker to make sure it was Jeremy Deming,
executive director of the organization.
The true stars of the show were the awesome
table decorations, traditionally decorated by table
hosts. Cody Lillard put together a Day of the
Dead theme that was anything but morbid. The
Wizard of Oz table featured a clever chickenwire-based tornado hovering over a farmhouse.
Folklore has it that Tom and Jane Martinez
started the club’s Celebrity Waiter’s Night years
ago. They are ever so active in the community

and ever so generous
with time and money,
therefore it was cosmic
karma of the most
spectacular kind when
Tom held the winning
ticket for a $5,700
prize at CASA’s recent
annual gala.
At my table were
Eric and Francesca Bartel, the Sun’s General
Manager Kim Rosa, and Jim Byrne. None of us,
alas, were in costume.
Among the celebrity servers were Santa Maria
Mayor Alice Patino and City Councilmember Dr.
Michael Moats. Also, Mike Gibbs, who has to be
the most experienced celebrity waiter at in town.
Tanya Garon, Sandy Buchanan, Natalyn Fast
Huerth, and Barbara Blanchard (so cute in your
Dodgers shirt)—always glad to see you ladies!
And how about this—on the way out, galagoers were given a bottle of wine to take home.
Was this a great evening or what?

Hobnobbing
with Helen

The Mayor’s Ball

EVENING IN PARIS: Kelli and James Halsell at the United
Way’s 12th annual Mayor’s Ball on Oct. 13 at the Santa
Maria Country Club.

Notable at the United Way of Northern Santa
Barbara County’s fundraiser event, held on
Oct. 13 (also at the Country Club), were the
dynamite, beautiful, elegantly set tables (all
the same) that were worthy of endless oohs
and aahs. Black tablecloths, napkins, and chair
covers were the backdrop for gold accents and
dramatic centerpieces (mounds of red roses
and/or black ostrich feathers).
At my table were Robert and Sandra
Dickerson, Judge Jed and Diane Beebe, and
Phil Sinco and Cristine Martins Sinco—
she was on the committee and one of those
responsible for the table artistry.
United Way’s CEO Eddie Taylor announced
that the organization would again, this coming
year, sponsor an Elks Rodeo Queen candidate. The
signature moment of the Mayors Ball is the head
and tails game. Tickets are $20. Last person standing
gets a huge television set. This year’s surprised (and
delighted) winner was Vikki Conner.
The band Steppin’ Out played and proved
their popularity by the always-full dance floor. An
expanded motto for United Way surely could be
not only “Live United,” but “Dance United,” too.

eat
up.

Also notable at this event, and
commented on by emcee Ed
Carcarey, was the adherence to the
formal attire code. No blue jeans in
sight. Lots of black tie and dress-up
clothes among the gents.

PHOTOS BY HELEN ANN THOMAS

CASA at the Club
Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) held its annual
North County fundraiser on Oct. 6 at
the Santa Maria Country Club. The
event attracted about 225, many of
whom came up from Santa Barbara,
where CASA also has an office.
CASA did something new
with their silent auction—they
held it before dinner, outside,
on the stretch of green between
the club and the tennis facility.
Guests were able to sip wine
from the wine tasting stations
while perusing the silent auction
items. This went well, despite the
challenging gusts of wind.
A high-end, vintage Fendi
handbag was one of the silent
auction items (and it had no
trouble finding a new home). The
same is true of the 14-karat gold
necklace and bracelet that were up
for grabs.
Just before dinner, inside the
club, Judge Art Garcia swore in
several new CASA volunteers,
who will represent their charges in
court. Carmen Garcia preceded
her husband with some reflections
on the occasion.
At the event, CASA sold one
hundred “golden” raffle tickets
at $100 each. The winner (the
aforementioned Tom Martinez)
got to choose from any of the live
auction items. This Golden Ticket
generated a lot of interest. Bob
Freitas was happy to advise Tom and
Jane on how to choose their prize.
All in all, October was a socially
satisfying month, wouldn’t you say? ❍
If you want to hobnob with Helen,
you can reach her at column151@
gmail.com.

STRUMMING AWAY: Local DJ and emcee Jay Turner with his newly acquired
handmade cigar box guitar at CASA’s annual fundraising gala on Oct. 6 at the
Santa Maria Country Club. Jay was the highest bidder for the auction item.

INTERGALACTIC VISITOR: Darth Vader (Brook Wise) with friends Tom and Jane
Martinez at the Boys & Girls Clubs Celebrity Waiter’s event held on Oct. 18 at the
Santa Maria Country Club.

Be sure to check out
Rebeccamendations
for what’s new, what’s fun,
and what to try.

eat up the local food & drink scene
every Thursday
By Rebecca Rose
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NEWS

SCHOOL SCENE

‘The Patch’
offers fall
education for
local students

Is

PHOTO BY KASEY BUBNASH

Right for You?
Introducing Bio-Identical
Hormone Replacement Pellets
for Men and Women

BY KASEY BUBNASH

I

t was last school year in May when Hannah Limon
first attended a work day devoted to developing
Santa Maria’s first ever pumpkin patch.
Limon, a student at Pioneer Valley High School,
had heard a lot about the program from one of
her agriculture teachers—about how participants
would learn to grow and harvest pumpkins and
corn, how they’d get community service hours
and be eligible for a scholarship, and how they’d
get out of the classroom and into the outdoors.
“He made it sound really exciting, which it
really is,” Limon, now a sophomore, said on
Oct. 18 while sitting at a picnic table at the now
up and running pumpkin patch in Los Flores
Ranch Park, concisely titled “The Patch.”
Limon loved the program immediately,
and since her first day of work at The Patch
she said she’s put in too many hours to count.
She’s spent nearly every day of some weeks
volunteering at The Patch, growing corn,
directing parking, teaching younger kids about
agriculture, and leading field trips.
It’s easy to see why more than 80 local high
school students are participating. The park is
beautiful, the distant mountains are just in
sight, the air smells like fresh corn, and the
consensus for most student volunteers seems
to be that no matter how hard the work gets,
it’s definitely better than sitting in a stuffy
classroom all day.
“I got to meet students from other schools
and from Pioneer Valley,” Limon said. “We’ve
built a lot of relationships with one another and
it’s really great.”
Although The Patch officially opened on
Sept. 29, students have been working on it for
months, and community members have been
developing the idea for even longer.
The idea to create and run a pumpkin patch
and corn maze in Santa Maria came about a year
and a half ago, according to Tyler Dickinson,
student involvement coordinator for The Patch and
agriculture teacher at Pioneer Valley High School.
He and three of his friends, also Santa Maria
natives, wanted to give back to the community
that’s given them so much, Dickinson said.
They saw a need for students to get outside, gain
leadership skills, work with their hands, and learn
about agriculture, Santa Maria’s largest industry.
They also thought Santa Maria could use more
autumn-themed activities, Dickinson said.
“Really, we’re the largest city in Santa
Barbara County and we don’t have an annual
pumpkin patch?”
Dickinson and his friends worked for nearly
a year to gather community partners and
sponsors to support the program, and launched
it last school year.
In May, participating students planted
nearly 13,000 pumpkin seeds—donated by
Santa Maria Seeds—in greenhouses at Plantel
Nurseries. A month later they transplanted
those seedlings onto 5 acres of farmland at
Betteravia Farms, and eventually harvested
those pumpkins and brought them to Los
Flores, where they now sit, waiting to be taken
home and carved.
Students took part in a similar process to
grow large stalks of corn, which now stand
tall at Los Flores, acting as leafy walls for the
lengthy—and very tricky—corn maze.
Now that the growing and harvesting is

IT’S A-MAZE-ING: A family walks through a corn maze at
“The Patch” in Los Flores Ranch Park, where local high school
students developed Santa Maria’s first ever pumpkin patch
that will be open through Halloween.

mostly finished, Dickinson said students help
run the pumpkin patch. They take money for
parking at the entrance, lead field trips for
elementary and junior high school students,
sell pumpkins, and lead agricultural exhibits,
where community members learn about bees,
pollination, and all the products that use corn
as an essential base.
“These students have their hands in every
aspect of production,” Dickinson said. “From
seed all the way to sale.”
Not only are participating students
learning about agriculture, teamwork,
outreach, and leadership, but they’re earning
community service hours and will be eligible
for scholarships through the city’s nonprofit
organization, People for Leisure and Youth.
The scholarships will likely go to students who
have put the most hours into The Patch—some
have logged more than 180 hours—and will be
funded by the program’s proceeds.
“Some of them have never had this
experience before,” Dickinson said. “They’ve
never worked with their hands, they’ve never
grown corn, they’ve never had the privilege to
do that type of activity, and that’s part of the
reason we wanted to do this. It’s reconnecting
with our agricultural roots.”
“The future of agriculture is firsthand what
you’re witnessing here at The Patch,” he added. ❍
Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash writes School Scene
each week. Information can be sent to the Sun via
mail, fax, or email at mail@santamariasun.com.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
PHOTO COURTESY OF NIKKI DOYLE

pathoflifefm.com

6621 Bay Laurel Place • Suite A
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Voted #1
6 Years In A Row
Join the BEST Health Club
in Santa Maria NOW!
Come In For Your
3-Day FREE Trial Pass

www.wvhealthclub.com

2015 B S. Broadway
(805)348-1888

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?
Morgan Krause
On the volleyball court, Pioneer Valley High School senior
Morgan Krause knows how to block the competition.
As a tall player with a lot of energy, Krause has climbed her
way to the top of the Ocean League, where she’s No. 1 in blocks,
said head coach Nikki Doyle. The job of a middle blocker can be
challenging, but Doyle said Krause plays the position with ease
and is vital to both the team’s offense and defense.
“If we didn’t have her vocal leadership,” Doyle said, “we
wouldn’t be doing as well as we are this season.”
Although Krause used to be all about basketball, Doyle
said the player recently fell in love with volleyball and hopes
to continue her career in college next year. ❍
—Kasey Bubnash

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, flexible
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!
Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study
Santa Maria Montessori - Grades K-5
City Center /Santa Maria - Grades 6-8
Orcutt Learning Center - Grades 9-12
SLO Center - Grades K-12
Morro Bay - Grades K-5
Bringing the best together for student success! | www.fpcharter.org | (805) 348-3333
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COMMENTARY

Lompoc, vote ‘no’ on Measure E

Online Poll
Do you want to see more or less
enforcement on unlicensed cannabis
cultivators in Santa Barbara County?
58% Less. Growers need time.
38% More. Get rid of it!
4% Not sure.
26 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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BY ANN RUHGE

L

ightning does strike the same place twice.
Yes, it does at the Lompoc Unified School
District’s board (LUSD), who have placed on
the Nov. 6 ballot a requirement for a new school
bond for the third time in two years. This bond
is designated E2018 on the ballot and is for $79
million to be spent over a period of 34 years to
pay for the schools’ maintenance requirements
of about $7 million per year beginning in 2020.
The tax rate will be $60 per $100,000 of assessed
property values. At payout in 2054, this bond
will have cost the local property tax payers in
the LUSD some $179 million with interest.
A simple 55 percent vote is all that is
necessary to approve this bond by the voters
on Nov. 6, because it is for “general use” when
needed. No employee salaries or benefits are
permitted. The huge gory details of this bond
are buried in “the appendix,” way in the back of
the voter ballot book.
Just why should the property taxpayers vote
for this gigantic tax for a poorly defined slush
fund to be used for leaky roof and cleaning
pipes and toilets and just about anything else
as described in “the appendix”? They should
not! Shouldn’t that work be done on the present
yearly school budget for maintenance?

Vote yes on Measure U
As Election Day nears, I frequently hear use of
the words “quality of life”
For me, quality of life is what I have because of
living in the caring city of Santa Maria for more
than 60 years, raising a well-adjusted family here,
owning a business here for more than 45 years, and
always being involved in the community.
Measure U can help keep this as a wonderful
community for others to enjoy.
A small increase (three-quarters of a cent) in
sales tax now, paid by all shoppers in the city, is
a wise investment in our police, fire, and public
safety departments.
This sales tax stays in the city and cannot be
taken by the state. Measure U will further help
us to have that quality of life that we want for
our families now and into the future.
I urge you to vote “yes” on the last item on the
Santa Maria ballot—Measure U!

Nancy Stewart
Santa Maria

Innocent until proven guilty
Ms. Breen stated in the Sun that we are
“lowering the bar” (“Lowering the bar,” Oct. 11).
You must have been present at the party because
you seem to have some information that the rest
of us don’t have. Several people that Ms. Ford said
were there denied ever being at this party.
For me, Ms. Ford was no more believable
than Judge Kavanaugh. The burden of proof
was on her and she had none. She couldn’t
recall any of the details or have any evidence
of her allegations. Have you forgotten about
the Constitution and Amendment 14, which
states that in the United States, a person is
considered innocent until proven guilty. The
14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
guarantees to every person, aliens included,
“equal protection under the law.”
Why should we believe the women over the
men every time? In Ms. Ford’s case there was not
a shred of evidence in her favor. Just because a
woman says something, doesn’t make it so. Why
didn’t Ms. Ford speak up when Mr. Kavanaugh
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In 2016, the LUSD promoted Measure L2016
for $65 million, which the voters rejected. In 2018
they promoted Q2018 for $79 million, which was
rejected also. In 2002 the voters passed Measure
N2002 for the LUSD to improve dilapidated
bathrooms and to put in wiring for computer labs
and fire alarms. This was a bond of $38 million,
on which property taxpayers will be paying until
maturity in 2032. My husband was a member of
the Citizens Oversight Committee for 2 1/2 years
and witnessed the work being done and the funds
being expended.
In addition to Measure N, the voters also
passed in 2002: the hospital bond, Measure E
2; the Allan Hancock school bond, Measure
I; the Lompoc pool bond; and the flood zone
assessment. So Lompoc property taxpayers are
paying on five bonds.
The proposed Measure E2018 will add to
this cost for bonds that the citizens of LUSD
are presently paying. If you are paying $220 per
year for the present Measure N school bond, you
will have added to your yearly bill $179 more for
Measure E until the present Measure N bond
matures in 2032. This cost will be different for
taxpayers with different property assessments
but is used here as an illustration.
In other words, it will be “more,” not just an
“add-on” as the school district is telling voters
became a judge? It should have been important at
that time also for her to tell her story.
To me, the timing of her coming out was very
suspect. So, I will err on the side of “innocent
until proven guilty.”

Cynthia Morr
Santa Maria

Enough faux outrage
Poor Libby Breen is upset with the Kavanaugh
confirmation (“Lowering the bar,” Oct. 11).
If only the Dems sent their evidence to the

in their expensive taxpayer-funded flyers used
to sell this new tax. In addition, the rate of tax
set at $60 per $100,000 of property assessment
is the highest for all of the present bonds on the
ballot in the 2018 election by double. The LUSD
board is really hitting the Lompoc taxpayers
harder than any other board in the county.
This new bond proposal is clearly a way
around Proposition 13, which voters passed in
1978 to limit radical increases in property taxes
like E2018. The yearly increase in our taxes
will be way more than the 2 percent limited by
Proposition 13 if E2018 is passed.
The hypocrisy of the LUSD superintendent,
Travis McDonald, is that he and his assistant
will not have to pay for the increased property
taxes if E2018 passes, because neither live in the
district. He wins, we lose!
This bond is opposed by retired school
teachers and past school board members in the
district for good reasons, as you will see when
you read the voter ballot booklet for the 2018
election on Nov. 6. We Lompoc voters and
property taxpayers must also reject E2018 with
our “no” vote on the Nov. 6 ballot.
Perhaps a less expensive, better defined
program would be more acceptable to the
taxpayers than Measure E2018 appears to be. 
Ann Ruhge is a retired teacher, former Lompoc City
Council member, and resident of Lompoc. Send
your thoughts to letters@santamariasun.com.
FBI in June so a thorough investigation could’ve
been completed. If only the Dems hadn’t falsely
targeted someone with salacious accusations.
If only you worried about Dems the same like
Bill Clinton who actually settled with one of his
victims (with other rape accusations out there);
like the DNC’s No. 2 guy, Keith Ellison, who was
recently accused and his victim vilified by liberals.
There are plenty of real accusations, with
evidence, on both sides, yet you focus on one.
Heck, if only you were worried about Gavin
Newsom. He admits to an affair … but was it
more? (See how easy this works?) And Dems
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Scary thoughts

has ramped up its mobile phone
emergency alert system (don’t we all
love those?) and shares quite a lot
more about moisture patterns off
the coast.
It’s scary to think that just a bit
more awareness a year ago might
have prevented numerous deaths, but
here we are. That was the concern
of a Montecito resident who spoke at the Board
of Supervisors meeting where the report was
presented. According to the resident, the report
barely considered preventing loss of life in the future.
It’s easy for a big, bureaucratic machine to
skate over that concern, especially if it shows an
uncomfortable truth. On the other hand, what
else can an agency like the OEM do but look at
the bigger picture and improve operationally?
Government is complicated. It’s not often
the horror show so many make it out to be. The
long, boring meetings; the grind of improving
entrenched institutions; and the complicated
legalese it all takes is enough to scare most
people off. That’s why the real “American
Horror Story” as far as I’m concerned is the lack
of people engaged with their government. I’m
talking about the very basics of keeping abreast
of the issues and casting an informed vote.

The population of Santa Barbara County
is around 448,000 people according to census
numbers from 2017, but only 222,000 of those
were registered to vote in 2016. Of those registered,
only around 178,000 bothered to vote in the
presidential election. But the direct primaries
in June saw even more meager numbers. For
instance, only around 90,000 county residents
voted in the gubernatorial primary.
Why does that matter? Well, a bunch of
local positions were decided in that election
as well—two county supervisor seats, sheriff,
auditor-controller, clerk-recorder-assessor, and
district attorney. Fifth District Supervisor Steve
Lavagnino ran unopposed for re-election, and
just more than 7,500 voters in all of the district
even bothered to cast a vote in the race.
People complain endlessly about the
government, but how much responsibility do
they take to do the very basics for directing it
with their engagement?
Imagine a Santa Barbara County where
everyone cared, stayed informed, and voted.
Is that a scary thought? 
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We need more jobs

Support Measure Y

want him as the next governor.
So stop your faux outrage. We all want to
believe real victims. If only you worried about
men falsely accused whose lives have been ruined
like the UVA accusations falsely reported by
Rolling Stone. If only real victims wouldn’t be
shamed from reporting immediately. If only we
drained the swamp! If only!

As a small business owner, I have experienced
firsthand how difficult it is to run a business
on the Central Coast. But the cost of running a
business here is only part of the problem. The
other problem is how incredibly expensive it is
to live in the Central Coast where few goodpaying jobs exist.
Middle class families are leaving San Luis
Obispo County at one of the highest rates in
the country. The high cost of living, lack of
affordable housing, and few good-paying jobs
make it hard for families to stay.
Major employers like Weatherby, Really
Right Stuff, and Lockheed Martin are moving
out because it is too expensive to operate here.
We cannot afford to force more companies out
of business—and lose more good-paying jobs.
As a parent, I want my kids to want to come
home after college. As a business owner, I need
my customers to stay here. The county needs to
retain and increase good-paying jobs so that the
beautiful place we live, once again, becomes a
place of opportunities and hope.

I have no artistic ability except for my talent
at drawing “stick people,” but I can recognize
what art brings to our community. I’ve seen
the studies about how exercising that portion
of our brain only enhances our other cognitive
abilities in math and the sciences.
I read the articles and watched other
communities who embrace and encourage
the arts see the monetary impact (all for the
good) in their community. More importantly,
I’ve been able to witness firsthand how the
arts can improve the self-esteem and social
interaction of adults with disabilities, teenagers
who are able to express themselves in a socially
acceptable way and let out pent up emotions
through their art, and adults who are battling
a life-threatening disease share their journey
with others in a moving and profound way.
All of these aspects of art are needed in our
community to truly make us a community.
Measure Y would enable Allan Hancock
College to upgrade their art facilities (some
classrooms and facilities are 50 years old and
badly in need of repair). It will also enable
upgrades to their sports facilities and an
equipment purchase for PCPA in Solvang. This
measure has far-reaching effects for both the
Santa Maria Valley, Lompoc, and Solvang.
Measure Y will also wipe out the remaining
debt from the previous Hancock bond measure,
leaving us with just one to pay off and show up
on our tax bill. As a taxpayer, that sounds like
a win-win situation to me. I hope you will join
me in supporting Measure Y.

I

’ve said before that the truth hurts, but
sometimes it’s downright chilling.
Take the report released by the Santa
Barbara County Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) about the county’s
response to the Thomas Fire and Montecito
mudslides (see page 7). The county’s own
report recommended improved evacuation
plans, more public outreach via social media
and other means, and called for more effective
collaboration between local government
agencies.
The report is standard after disasters like last
year’s fires and the early-January debris flows,
but this report took a lot of time compared to
most. It’s been almost a year since the deaths in
Montecito wracked the county, and two people
who were swept away still haven’t been found.
The fact that the county could have been
clearer or done more leading up to the Jan. 10,
2018, disaster is a hard pill to swallow. A story
in the LA Times earlier this year detailed how
the OEM and the county Sheriff’s Office put
out conflicting messages to the public preceding
the catastrophe. Ever since then, the county

Bruce Connolly
Santa Maria

Reply to ‘Lowering the bar’
I agree with Libby Breen (“Lowering the bar,”
Oct. 11) in her letter to the Sun: “Drain the
swamp. Vote.”
However, I do not agree with the rest of the
comments in the letter. What ever happened
to “innocent until proven guilty?” As it turns
out, there was no evidence against Kavanaugh,
except the testimony of a woman that was
shown to be without substance.
First of all, let me be clear, the accusations
made by Ms. Ford were something that was
worth pursuing, even if it was 36 years ago. And
who among us did something in high school
that we wouldn’t want the world to know about?
But that does not excuse the act—if it were true.
Just using the report from Rachel Mitchell, the
nominations investigative counsel, to point out
Ms. Ford’s testimony shows that she is not a
credible witness. Look up the report and see for
yourself.
So, why did she lie, and why did the
Democrats use her as a tool to try and prevent
Kavanaugh’s appointment, even when they
knew she was not telling the truth? And why
do so many people (like Libby) believe her
story? I believe that Ford wanted to get some
fame, or maybe get even for his mother’s (Judge
Martha Kavanaugh) judgement on her parents’
home foreclosure. Democrats were desperate
to do anything to unseat Kavanaugh, and
many people just don’t follow up on news and
investigate the issue themselves, and believe
what they want to.
So, yes, “Drain the swamp. Vote,” to get out
those self-serving Democrats.

Alan Eft
Santa Maria

Jason Anderson
Atascadero

Thanks for coming to AirFest
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who helped make the first annual
Central Coast AirFest such a tremendous
success. We were thrilled to be able to bring
back a major airshow to the Central Coast after
an absence of several years.
Obviously, an undertaking of this nature
does not happen without a great deal of work,
effort, and support. To our sponsors who
stepped up financially, our volunteers who
spent countless hours on the airshow, our
vendors who made it such a fun and enjoyable
atmosphere, and to the community who came
out by the thousands on Saturday and Sunday
to support the airshow—thank you! I believe
we truly had an event in which Santa Maria can
be very proud, an airshow which we believe will
become a signature event on the Central Coast
for years to come.

Chris Kunkle
chairman, Central Coast AirFest

The Canary isn’t spooked by people getting involved.
Send your thoughts to canary@santamariasun.com.

Stefanie Hassett
Ian M. Hassett Foundation, Orcutt

WRITE NOW!

We want to know what
you think about everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450
Skyway Drive, Suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You
can also fax it (347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name,
address, and phone number for verification purposes;
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted
to santamariasun.com.
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BATTY UP

The Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum hosts its annual Batty Ball
on Oct. 28 from noon to 4 p.m. Guests can enjoy pumpkin decorating,
science experiments, Halloween crafts and games, a costume contest,
and more. The museum is located at 705 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria. More info: (805) 928-8414 or smvdiscoverymuseum.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

2018 PLANT FOOD AND MEDICINE
CONFERENCE Features plant-based food that are
known to have healing properties. Oct. 27, 10 a.m.5 p.m. 805-669-7226. plantfoodandmedicine.org.
Santa Barbara County Government Center, 511 E.
Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

CRAB-A-LICIOUS CRAB FEEDING FRENZY
Includes dinner, live music, a silent auction, and
more. Dinner includes crab, rice pilaf, salad, and
bread. Proceeds support local Special Olympics.
Nov. 2, 6 p.m. $45. 805-925-0951. Santa Maria
Veterans Memorial Center, 313 W. Tunnell St.,
Santa Maria.

RIVER OF RHONE TASTING AND SEMINAR
Join local sommelier Remington Giannico as he
showcases wines from the Rhone region of France,
from Hermitage to Cornas to Cote Rotie. Seating
is limited. Oct. 28, 4-6 p.m. $15. 805-344-1122.
eventbrite.com. The Los Alamos General Store, 458
Bell St., Los Alamos.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

BGA ANNUAL AUDIO SWAP MEET Features a
barbecue, music, and opportunities to buy and/or
sell audio gear. Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 805-5458366. Bill Gaines Audio, 840 Capitolio, A, San Luis
Obispo.

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL IN THE PLAZA A
candlelight vigil to honor those who lost their lives
to domestic violence in the last year. Oct. 25, 6:30
p.m. standstrongnow.org. Mission Plaza, 989
Chorro St, San Luis Obispo.

NEW TIMES MUSIC AWARDS 2018
This annual music competition is
designed to showcase local music
and songwriting talent exclusive to
local musicians on the Central Coast.
Nov. 2, 7 p.m. $10. 805-546-8208.
newtimesslo.com. The Fremont Theater,
1035 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

PAY ATTENTION! VOTE! FLASH MOB A
non-partisan flash mob to encourage voting. Find
routine and tutorial on YouTube. Oct. 25, 7-7:15
p.m. Free. bit.ly/PayAttentionVoteFlashMob. San
Luis Obispo Farmers Market, Broad and Higuera,
San Luis Obispo, 805-541-0286.

PURPLE THURSDAY Wear purple to show your
support for local domestic violence survivors and

victims. Oct. 25 Free. standstrongnow.org. Mission
Plaza, 989 Chorro St, San Luis Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET: DVAM PLEDGE
Sign a pledge, pick up a DVAM coloring kit, and
learn about violence prevention efforts in SLO
County. Thursdays, 6 p.m. through Oct. 31
standstrongnow.org. Downtown SLO, Higuera St.,
San Luis Obispo.

FUNDRAISER LSF Central Coast Adult Services
presents this fundraiser, which serves as an
opportunity to learn about the services LSF
provides in the area. Fridays-Sundays, 7-10 p.m.,
Oct. 30, 7-10 p.m. and Oct. 31, 7-10 p.m. through
Oct. 28 Free. 805-762‐4500. lifesteps.org. LSF
Central California Adult Services, 1431 Pomeroy
Rd, Arroyo Grande.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

FUNDRAISERS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ANNUAL HENRY M GRENNAN MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT Proceeds benefit the VTC
Enterprises Endowment Fund. Henry Grennan,
a long time supporter of VTC, wanted to ensure
the future of the organization and its mission to
provide services for individuals with disabilities.
Oct. 26, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. $125. 805-928-5000 ext.
135. vtc-sm.org. Rancho Maria Golf Club, 1950
Casmalia Rd., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA HEART WALK Donations
toward this walk fund lifesaving research.
Sponsors include Dignity Health, the Sun, KSBY,
Entravision, and Mega 97.1. Oct. 27, 8:30 a.m.
santamariaheartwalk.com. Waller Park, 3107
Orcutt Road, Orcutt.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FALL HARVEST SPAGHETTI DINNER/BINGO
NIGHT Admission to this spaghetti dinner includes
one Bingo card, salad, garlic bread, and dessert.
Proceeds support the programs and operations of
the Avila Beach Community Center. Nov. 2, 6-8:30
p.m. $5-$10. 805-627-1997. avilabeachcc.
com. Avila Beach Community Center,
191 San Miguel St., Avila Beach.

MAYHEM BY THE MESA

2018 SAN LUIS OBISPO WALK TO END
ALZHEIMER’S The Alzheimer’s Association
is inviting SLO County residents to participate.
Registration starts at 8 a.m. Oct. 27, 8-11 a.m.
Free. 805-547-3830. act.alz.org/SLO. Mission
Plaza, 989 Chorro St, San Luis Obispo.

A GARDEN OF EARTHLY DELIGHTS Celebrating
the local Sierra Club chapter’s 50th birthday.
Catered by Chumash Kitchen. Features beer, wine,
an auction, live music by the Back Pages Band,
and more. Oct. 27, 2:30-5:30 p.m. $50. 805-5438717. sierraclub.org/santa-lucia. San Luis Obispo
Botanical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., San Luis
Obispo.

HOLIDAY EVENTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY Features
a Halloween costume contest, food and drink
specials, and more. Oct. 27, 9 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

HALLOWEEN FAMILY CRAFT All supplies are
included to make a fun Halloween character. All
crafts will last approximately 45 minutes, drop-ins
welcome any time between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Oct. 27, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $5 per child (accompanying

The Sun and New Times now share their community
listings for a complete Central Coast calendar running
from northern Santa Barbara County through SLO County.
Submit events online by following the link on the calendar widget
at santamariasun.com. Submissions require logging in with your
Google, Facebook, or Twitter account. You can also email calendar@
santamariasun.com. Deadline is one week before the issue date.
Submissions are subject to editing and approval. Contact Calendar
Editor Caleb Wiseblood directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

INDEX
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Arts ............................[19]
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY DISCOVERY MUSUEUM

adult ticket included). 805-686-8315.
wildlingmuseum.org/home-new/calendar/kidkraft/.
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission
Dr., Solvang.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ANNUAL BATTY BALL Guests can enjoy pumpkin
decorating, Halloween crafts, games, science
experiments, a costume contest, and more. Oct. 28,
12-4 p.m. $6. 805-928-8414. smvdiscoverymuseum.
org/. Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum, 705 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BOO YOGA A Halloween-themed yoga event. Oct.
26, 6-7:15 p.m. $16. 805-266-6391. Treetop Yoga,
2771-C Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

DUNES CENTER FAMILY DAY: CREEPY
CRAWLIES Join Educational Program Coordinator
Erin Gardner, for this kid-friendly lesson about
invertebrates. Followed by arts and crafts. Oct.
28, 10:30 a.m.-noon 805-343-2455. dunescenter.
org/event/familyday/. Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes
Center, 1065 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe.

FIFTH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH Features
wine, live music, a costume contest, and more. Oct.
27, 8 p.m. $30. 805-937-8463. Cottonwood Canyon
Vineyard And Winery, 3940 Dominion Rd, Santa Maria.

FRIGHTMARE FOREST A three-acre haunted
forest maze presented by AHC Basketball. All ages
welcome. Fridays, Saturdays, 7-10 p.m. through
Oct. 31 $10. 805-922-6966. Allan Hancock College,
800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR A holiday bazaar featuring
handcrafted items. Nov. 3, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805441-9791. Casa Del Rio Clubhouse, 1124 N Suey
Rd., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FREE HAUNTED HOUSE Oct. 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Free. 805-481-3107. Rancho Del Arroyo Mobile Home
Park Clubhouse, 2700 Cienega ST #13, Oceano.

HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL AND HAUNTED MAZE
Hosted by the City of Arroyo Grande. Activities
include games for prizes, cookie decorating,
a costume contest, the maze, and more. Oct.
27, 4:30-7:30 p.m. $2-$5. 805-473-5474.
arroyogrande.org/. Elm St. Park and Community
Center, 1221 Ash St., Arroyo Grande.

HAPPY TIME PRESCHOOL FALL FESTIVAL
Features kid and adult raffles, a bounce house,

SPECIAL EVENTS continued page 19
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Tickets on sale now at: My805Tix.com
Suppoing local journalism, one ticket at a time.
More Milk
Adventure Club
SLO Movie
Premiere
FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 26
The Fremont
Theater

Phil Lee &
Eric Brace
THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 25
7Sisters
Brewing Co.

Halloween
Harvest
Costume Ball
FRI & SAT,
OCTOBER
26 & 27
CA Mid-State
Fairgrounds

Point SLO Lighthouse Tours
EVERY WEDNESDAY
AND SATURDAY
Point San Luis Lighthouse

BGA Audio
Swap Meet
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
Bill Gaines Audio

5th Annual
Halloween Bash
SAT & SUN, OCTOBER 27 & 28
Coonwood Canyon Winery

Jackalope
Fest Event
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
See Canyon Fruit Ranch

80’s Music Tribute
in SLO
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
7Sisters Brewing Co.

Fall Harvest Spaghei Dinner/
Bingo Night
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Avila Beach Community Center

10th Annual
New Times Music Awards
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
The Fremont Theater

Central Coast
Economic Forecast
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Alex Madonna Expo Center

20th Annual
Vocal Jazz Festival
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
CPAC at Cuesta College

Indian Summer Festival
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Indian Summer
Festival Grounds

Autumn Wine Stroll
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Paso Robles
Downtown Wineries

Moza & The Masons
Chamber Conce
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
King David’s Lodge of SLO

Murder Mystery
Dinner Series
SAT & SUN, NOV. 3 & 4
Point San Luis Lighthouse

8th Annual Soupabration!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Morro Bay
Community Center

Vegan Cheese and
Wine Pairing
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Tooth & Nail Winery

Ghost Ship
NOVEMBER 8-18
CPAC at
Cuesta College

Salute! A Trumpet Tribute to
Veteran’s Day
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Atascadero United Methodist Church

Tribute to the Eagles
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Morro Bay
Wine Seller

The
Byrom Brothers
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
7Sisters Brewing Co.

Santa’s
Doggie Parade
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Avila Beach Civic Association

Fin’s Giving TuesdayDinner for a Cause
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Fin’s Restaurant

Roy
Zimmerman
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
7Sisters Brewing Co.

Season’s Greetings Holiday
Choral Conce
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Monarch Club at Trilogy

Victorian Christmas
Open House
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29
Friends of the Price House

Holiday Dinneainment
NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 23
Cambria Center
for the As Theatre

Anne of Green Gables
NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 16
By the Sea
Productions

SLO Wind Orchestra:
Make a Joyful Noise
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
CPAC at Cuesta College

Noh County Chorus: Winter
Conce
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
CPAC at Cuesta College

Combopalooza
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
CPAC at
Cuesta College

Rava Wines NYE Champagne and
Cabaret Soiree
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
Rava Wines & Event Center

Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com
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SPECIAL EVENTS from page 17
a costume parade, and more. Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Happytime Preschool, 1091 Bello St., Pismo
Beach, 805-773-2095, happytimepreschool.com.

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER Featuring the
Arroyo Grande High School Theatre Department. A
5-course dinner will be served with complimentary
beer and wine. Nov. 3-4, 4-7:30 p.m. $54-$89.
805-540-5771. Point San Luis Lighthouse, 1
Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.

PUMPKINS IN THE PARK Features pumpkin
decorating, games, crafts, bounce houses, and
costume contests. Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.
805-773-7063. pismobeach.org/recreation.
Dinosaur Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ANNUAL HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT
Guests can enjoy food, Halloween candy, music,
games, and more. A collection of vintage cars
with decorated trunks will be displayed. Oct. 31,
6-8 p.m. 805-543-3192. SLOnaz Church, 3396
Johnson Ave, San Luis Obispo.

classes for teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can Dance,
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INDIVIDUAL PAINTERS No instructor.

to week. Thursdays, 8-10 p.m. $10. facebook.
com/dancingamor. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

MUSIC LESSONS Offering private and

Fridays, 9 a.m.-noon $1. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805937-9750.

ABSTRACT SILHOUETTE IN OIL WITH
SPENCER POULTER Create an abstract

classroom lessons. ongoing 805-9250464. Coelho Academy of Music, 325
E. Betteravia Road, Santa Maria.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1

SALSA DANCE CLASS No partner

Tuesdays, 5 p.m. everybodycandance.
webs.com. Everybody Can Dance,
628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria,
805-937-6753.

or experience needed. Wednesdays,
7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-1574.
CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old
Town Brew, 338 W. Tefft St, Nipomo.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays,

937-1574. CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town
Brew, 338 W. Tefft St, Nipomo.

OCT. 25 – NOV. 1
2018

6 p.m. and Fridays everybodycandance.webs.
com. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805937-6753.
LATIN DANCE CLASS: SALSA, BACHATA,
AND MORE Instructors and styles vary from week

background using oil paints and collage materials
by cutting a silhouette from the background and
pulling it forward with contrasting color. Some
materials provided. Oct. 27, 12:30-3:30 p.m. $40.
559-250-3081. artcentralartsupply.com/currentworkshops.php. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San
Luis Obispo.

SWING, BALLROOM, AND LATIN
DANCE CLASSES Hosted by the Kings of

THE CITYSCAPE WITH DREW DAVIS Davis

Swing. All skill levels welcome (adults). Couples
and singles welcome. Pre-registration recommended.
Thursdays, 7-8 p.m. $45. 805-928-7799. Adkins
Dance Center, 1110 E. Clark Ave., Santa Maria.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

will discuss how to look at a city scene and break
it down into its simplest painted form and share
acrylic techniques in creating movement. All skill
levels welcome. Work from supplied photos or your
own. Oct. 26, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $45-$50. 805234-2302. artcentralartsupply.com. Art Central,
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or

ARTS continued page 20

experience needed. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-

ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST AND CAR SHOW BY
THE BAY Features breakfast, a 4-mile run, live
music, vendors, a costume contest, a kids zone,
the car show, and more. Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Los Osos/ Baywood Park, 2nd St., Los Osos.

BEER AND HALLOWEEN CANDY PAIRING
Features a flight of six brews matched with
Halloween treats. Oct. 31, 4-9 p.m. $20. 805-8687133. 7SistersBrewing.com. 7Sisters Brewing
Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis
Obispo.

A BLOODY GOOD DEED FOR HALLOWEEN:
BLOOD DRIVE Donors will receive a free pair of
LOCAL Scarecrow brand vampire fangs. Visit site
for more details. Oct. 25, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Oct. 26,
8 a.m.-3 p.m., Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 30, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. and Oct. 31, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. vitalant.
org. United Blood Services, 4119 Broad St. #100,
San Luis Obispo, 8774644376.

A L W A Y S A M A Z I N G. N e v e r r o u t i n e.

FIRST ANNUAL PUMPKIN CARVING CONTEST
Admission includes a pumpkin, carving tools,
and a beer or craft root beer. Oct. 28, 3-5 p.m.
$20; $5 if you bring your own pumpkin. 805-8687133. facebook.com/events/591882914560791/.
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd.
Suite 110, San Luis Obispo.

FRIDAY

Oct

26

HALLOWEEN PET COSTUME CONTEST Treats

8 PM

and prizes will be awarded to winners. Includes
various categories. Oct. 27, 12-3 p.m. slobrew.
com/live. SLO Brew Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl., San
Luis Obispo, 209-417-7748.

FRIDAY

MALENE WINES MALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULAR Guests are invited to pick
a pumpkin and receive a glass of rosé for $15.
Features pumpkin decorating, food, wine, music,
shopping, and the Malene Scene Airstream. Oct.
27, 12-4 p.m. $15. 844-576-5745. Malene Scene
Airstream, 7767 Orcutt Rd, San Luis Obispo.

THIRD ANNUAL HAOLEWEEN SURF
COMPETITION Costumes encouraged. All

NOV

Rocky Horror
Picture Show
WITH BARRY BOSTWICK

participants receive a t-shirt and free lunch during
the award ceremony following the event at the
Libertine Pub. Oct. 28, 8:30 a.m.-noon $15-$30.
805-548-2337. libertinebrewing.com/haoleween.
Morro Rock, Santa Lucia Range, Morro Bay.

Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons
for all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles
welcome. Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for
4-week session. 805-928-7799. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

former lead vocalist

Steve Augeri

FRIDAY

9

8 PM
FRIDAY

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS

8 PM

Journey

NOV

ARTS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

2

NOV

Banda Carnaval

16

Third Eye Blind

8 PM

BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required.
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From
the basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all
skill levels welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8.
805-680-5695. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt.
CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists
and support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays,
1-4 p.m. $1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave.,
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

3 4 0 0 E H i g h w a y 24 6 , S a n t a Yn e z · 8 0 0 -24 8 - 6 2 74 · C h u m a s h C a s i n o . c o m
Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.

EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout
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EXHIBITS

ARTS from page 19
SCULPTING THE HUMAN FORM 101 WITH
ROCHELLE NIEMEROW Work with ceramic clay
and explore proportion and movement of the
human form. Oct. 25, 12:30-3:30 p.m. $55 for twoday class. 805-747-4200. artcentralartsupply.com.
Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

TECHNIQUES WITH ALCOHOL INK AND
PEBEO FANTASY PAINTS WITH MARGARET
BURDICK An overview of the techniques and
possibilities when using alcohol ink with other
media. Attendees will create one or two pieces
each after experimenting with the materials. This
class is limited to nine persons. Nov. 3, 2-5 p.m.
$35. artcentralartsupply.com. Art Central, 1329
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 805 747 4200.

ZENTANGLE AND THE ART OF MINDFUL
CREATION WITH DEBBIE GEDAYLOO No artistic
experience/confidence needed. Oct. 28, 12:303:30 p.m. $37 for new students; $22 for returning
students. artcentralartsupply.com/currentworkshops.php. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St.,
San Luis Obispo, 805 747 4200.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

10TH ANNIVERSARY PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION The theme of this year’s
competition is “Nature Regenerated.” This year’s
guest judge will be Bill Dewey, whose extensively
photographed the tri-counties through its many
cycles of fire and regeneration. Through Nov. 5
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission
Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

2018 ARTS SYMPOSIA SERIES: CREATIVE
COMMONS All interested community members

S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

GIVENS, BELONI, AND KELLEHER Featuring
works by artists Carrie Givens, Susan Beloni, and
Renee Kelleher. Nov. 1-Dec. 1 Gallery Los Olivos,
2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 805-688-7517,
gallerylosolivos.com.

MIRELLA OLSON: FEATURED ARTIST Through
Nov. 1 Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los
Olivos, 805-688-7517, gallerylosolivos.com.
NATURE ABSTRACTED This exhibit is on display
in the Barbara Goodall Education Center (third
floor). In collaboration with the Santa Barbara
based Abstract Art Collective. Features 29 works
by 18 artists. Through Feb. 4, 2019 $5. Wildling
Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.

NATURE IMAGINED This exhibit celebrates nature
through art by Cheryl Medow, Ellen Jewett, and
Hilary Brace. These artists used diverse materials
and methods to create their works. Mondays,
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $5. 805-6868315. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.
NATURE REGENERATED Photographers were
encouraged to capture examples of nature’s ability
to regenerate and thrive. This exhibit showcases
winning entries in the Adult and Junior categories.
ongoing Free. 805-686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org/
photography-competition/. Wildling Museum of Art
and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE A 30-year
retrospective exhibit featuring various artists.
Through Nov. 11 805-686-1211. Elverhoj Museum
of History and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang,
elverhoj.org.

are invited to this event for a dialogue about
the cultural vitality of arts in the Santa
Ynez Valley. Social hour follows. Oct.
25, 4-6 p.m. Free. Elverhoj Museum of
History and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way,
Solvang, 805-686-1211, elverhoj.org.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

VILLAGE DAYS Demonstrators

IMAGE COURTESY OF GALLERY LOS OLIVOS

OCT. 25 – NOV. 1
2018

help visitors learn a variety of skills
including grinding acorns, basket
weaving, building a tule house, and more.
Nov. 3, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. explorelompoc.com. La
Purisima Mission, 2295 Purisima Mission, Lompoc.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FIRST FRIDAY ARTIST RECEPTIONS Valley Art
Gallery features 12 artists each year. Enjoy art,
wine, and food at these opening receptions. First
Friday of every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-9372278. valleygallery.org. Valley Art Gallery, 125 W.
Clark Ave., Orcutt.

KNOLLWOOD ANNUAL CRAFT FAIR This annual
fair features homemade crafts of all types. All
items are available for purchase. Nov. 3, 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Free. 805-720-5998. Knollwood Village, 4012
S Bradley Rd., Orcutt.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

SOUTH COUNTY POETRY An open mic follows
each month’s featured poet. Fourth Sunday of
every month, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 805-2689216. CanDoJack.com. South County Poetry, St.
Barnabas’ Episcopal Church (annex), 301 Trinity
Way off Traffic Way, Arroyo Grande.
SOUTH COUNTY POETRY: EVY COLE Evy Cole
is the featured poet for the month of October. Open
mic follows. Fourth Sunday of every month, 5:307:30 p.m. Free. 805-268-9216. candojack.com/
socopo. St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 301 Trinity
Way, Arroyo Grande.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ART AT HIGH NOON: DAVID LIMRITE’S
GHOST STORIES Bring your own lunch to this art
appreciation program for working adults. Features
artist-in-residence David Limrite for an in-depth
look at his exhibition, A Roomful of Ghosts, on
view through Dec. 2. Nov. 1, 12-1 p.m. Free. 805543-8562. sloma.org/events/art-at-high-noon.
php?event=1763. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

INVERSE PERFORMANCE ART NIGHT
Presented by contemporary performance artists
Ayana Evans and Holly Bass. Oct. 25, 7-9 p.m.
Free. 805-546-3202. Cuesta College Community
Programs, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.

UNBROKEN GROUND SCREENING Includes the
screening, a Q&A, food samples from Patagonia
Provisions, a Central Coast Grown veggie stand, and
more. Guests are asked to bring their own chairs.
Oct. 26, 7 p.m. Free. 805-543-1676. The Mountain
Air parking lot, 691 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

Showcasing new collections on a
weekly basis. Featured artists include
Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert
Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more.
ongoing, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805686-1080. pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov
Art Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr.,
Ste C, Solvang.
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

THEME AND VARIATION: RECENT
LANDSCAPE PAINTINGS Featuring paintings
by Lompoc-based artist Neil Andersson. Scenes
include California, Washington, and France.
Presented by the Lompoc Valley Arts Association.
Through Oct. 28 Free admission. Cypress Gallery,
119 E Cypress Ave., Lompoc, 805-705-5328,
lompocvalleyartassociation.com.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FEATURED ARTIST: IRINA MALKMUS This
exhibit is one of a continuing series of shows to
spotlight local art and artists. ongoing 805-9389724. irinamalkmus.com. Ameriprise Financial,
2605 S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.
HOWARD RAMSDEN: FEATURED ARTIST
Ramsden is the gallery’s featured artist for the
month of October. Through Oct. 27 Valley Art
Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-2278,
valleygallery.org.

JAN HOWARD: FEATURED ARTIST Howard
is the gallery’s featured artist for the month of
November. Nov. 1-30 Valley Art Gallery, 125 W.
Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-2278, valleygallery.org.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FROM ARTISTS, FOR ARTISTS, BY ARTISTS
Featuring fine art oils and pastels from Corynn
Wolf, acrylics from Ryan Adams, and works from
various mediums by Marc Wolf ongoing Free. 805773-6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo
Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

SHE SANG ME A GOOD LUCK SONG A statewide
traveling exhibit featuring the California Indian
photographs of Dugan Aguilar. ongoing 415-5251553. exhibitenvoy.org. DANA Adobe Cultural Center,
671 S. Oakglen Ave., Nipomo, 805-929-5679.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

ART AFTER DARK SLO Unites visual, literary,
and performing artists with the community and
participating venues. Visit site for full list of
programs and events. First Friday of every month,
6-9 p.m. 805-544-9251. artsobispo.org. SLO
County, Countywide, San Luis Obispo.

CYNTHIA MEYER: LOCAL COLOR Enjoy
landscape, light, and architecture captured on a
sunny day in SLO. ongoing, 6-9 p.m. Free. 805-2108687. secretslo.com. Sauer-Adams Adobe, 964
Chorro St., San Luis Obispo.

FACULTY RESEARCH TRIENNIEL Features
paintings, sculptures, photography, video, and
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SEASONAL SCENERY

Gallery Los Olivos presents Cornucopia: Seasons and Scenery Nov. 1 through 30. This
exhibit features works by Carrie Givens, Susan Belloni, and Renee Kelleher. An artist
reception takes place Nov. 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The gallery is located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los
Olivos. More info: (805) 688-7517 or gallerylosolivos.com.
more. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. through
Oct. 26 Free. 805-756-1571. artgallery.calpoly.
edu. Cal Poly University Art Gallery, Cal Poly Art &
Design, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 934070321, San Luis Obispo.

INTERESTING TIMES Featuring the political and
whimsical art of Mark Bryan. Through Jan. 23,
2019 805-710-2929. Frame Works, 339 Marsh St,
San Luis Obispo, sloart.com.
KEROUAC’S ON THE ROAD SCROLL This famed
120-foot long scroll manuscript of On The Road,
the novel by Jack Kerouac, is on display and open
to the public during regular library hours. Through
Nov. 21 Free. slolibrary.org. San Luis Obispo
Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

OUTLIERS: RECEPTION The exhibit features
works by Lena Rushing, Hope Kroll, and Graham
Smith and runs through Dec. 1. Nov. 2, 6-9 p.m.
805-710-4798. lenarushing.com. The 4 Cats Cafe
and Gallery, 1531 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.
PERSONAL BEST An artists reception takes place
Oct. 5 during Art After Dark. This show highlights
the personal best of local artists. Through Oct. 30
Free. 805-747-4200. artcentralartsupply.com. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

PAINTER KIM HEMPEL AND PHOTOGRAPHER
NIC STOVER Kim’s art features still life in
landscape and interior settings. Nic captures
photos from around the world, from Morro Bay to
Greenland and beyond. Through Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-6
p.m. Free. 805-772-1068. galleryatmarinasquare.
com. Gallery at Marina Square, 601 Embarcadero
Ste. 10, Morro Bay.

STAGE
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

ON GOLDEN POND Lompoc Civic Theatre
presents this dinner theater production. Admission
includes a three-course dinner catered by Sage
Restaurant. Oct. 27 and Nov. 3 805-735-2281.
lompoccivictheatre.com. The Mission Club, 4300
Clubhouse Road, Lompoc.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

PAULA POUNDSTONE LIVE The acclaimed
comedian known for her stage, television, and radio
work. Oct. 27, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $45-$56. 805-4899444. clarkcenter.org/event/paula-poundstone/.
Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks
Ave., Arroyo Grande.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

THE GLASS MENAGERIE Tennessee Williams’
classic drama. This intensely personal piece
explores the complexity of our memories and the
ways in which we can never truly escape them.
Wednesdays-Sundays, 7-9 p.m. and Saturdays,
Sundays, 2-4 p.m. through Nov. 18 $20-$39. 805786-2400. slorep.org. San Luis Obispo Repertory
Theatre, 888 Morro St., San Luis Obispo.

TRUST FALL This tale features legends, villains,
and heroes, who lived centuries apart, as they
meet in a mythic world. Performed with four
puppet interludes. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-9:30

p.m. through Nov. 10 $12-$20. 805-756-4TIX.
theatredance.calpoly.edu/productions. Spanos
Theatre, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

FINDING NEVERLAND Oct. 25 Performing Arts
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 756-4849,
pacslo.org.

CULTURE &
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays,
3-5 p.m. Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino
Community Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I
Street, Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

THE 7 MOST COMMON ESTATE PLANNING
MISTAKES AND HOW TO AVOID THEM Hear
from a Bar Certified Specialist in Estate Planning,
Trust, and Probate Law, a credential obtained by
less than 1% of attorneys. Oct. 25, 10-11 a.m. & 6-7
p.m. Free. 805-937-4556. woodtrustlaw.com. Vivid
Financial Management, 340 E Clark Ave., Orcutt.

BI-LINGO Informal conversation to practice
Spanish language skills for anyone with basic
Spanish-speaking skills. Fourth Thursday of every
month, 6-7 p.m. Free. Santa Maria Public Library,
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BOARD OF LIBRARY TEENS (BOLT) BOLT is
an opportunity for teens to help decide on teen
activities in the library. Oct. 27, 10-10:45 a.m. Free.
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Tuesdays, 1 p.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the
Hi-Way Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers:
$20; Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load.
Sundays, 4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. HiWay Drive-In, 3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT:
MAH JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805922-2993. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park
Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY
MEETING Toastmasters International is a
worldwide nonprofit educational organization that
empowers individuals to become more effective
communicators and leaders. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 805264-6722. santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/. Toyota of
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October 1-31st

Celebrating 10 years! Our community-wide event with hundreds
of scarecrows displayed through Cambria & San Simeon.

NIGHTMARE ON DOMINION ROAD

Cottonwood Canyon Vineyard and Winery hosts its fifth annual Halloween Bash on Oct. 27
at 8 p.m. This event features live music, wine, food, a costume contest, and more. Entry is $30
and includes a complimentary glass of wine. Tickets are available online at my805tix.com.
The winery is located at 3940 Dominion Road, Santa Maria. More info: (805) 937-8463.

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 20
TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET
ADELINES INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all women
who are interested in learning about barbershopstyle music singing and performing. Thursdays,
6:45-9:30 p.m. 805-736-7572. Lutheran Church of
Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Road, Orcutt.

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free.
naughtyoak.com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S
Broadway St Ste 102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute
meditation followed by a brief discussion. Meetings
take place in the sanctuary. All are welcome.
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon Free. 805-937-3025.
Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield
Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420
Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

five days a week; closed on weekends and holidays.
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-929-1615.
Nipomo Senior Center, 200 E. Dana St., Nipomo.

SPORTS

SUPPORT GROUPS

NFL FLAG FOOTBALL Presented by Rise and

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A
foster parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays
805-965-2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life,
3130 Skyway Dr., Suite 501, Santa Maria.

CREATE & LEARN

There’s nothing like beer and brats to make for a wonderful time.
So when you’re checking out the scarecrows in Cambria,
consider these other possibilities for a fun weekend!
Enjoy OctoberFest, Saturday October 20th at Pinedorado Grounds,
1100 Main Street from 12pm-5pm, lots of fun for the entire family!

Cambria Scarecrow Festival, Inc.
PO Box 1223 • Cambria, CA 93428 • 805-395-2399
cambriascarecrows.com

TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45

NIPOMO SENIOR CENTER The center is open

Achieve. For boys and girls ages 5 to 17. First game
takes place July 7. 10 games guaranteed. ongoing
805-868-3633. riseandachieve.com. Ernest
Righetti High School, 941 E. Foster Rd., Orcutt,
805-937-3738.
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KIDS & FAMILY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt,
805-937-9750.

FALL MAKERSPACE For participants
to create, build, explore, use their
imagination, and more. Saturdays,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Wednesdays,
4-6 p.m. through Nov. 28 Free.
805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.
org/city-government/
departments/library. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland
St., Santa Maria.

OctoberFest - October 20th

oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

Santa Maria, 700 E Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

AFTERNOON STORY TIME Story time for ages
6 to 12. Features stories, movies, and crafts.
Tuesdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. through Dec. 11 Free.
805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.
BILINGUAL STORY TIME: HORA DE
CUENTOS Features stories, songs, and
rhymes in both Spanish and English.
Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. through Dec.
12 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

OCT. 25 – NOV. 1
2018

KNITTING AND CROCHETING
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-9379750.

MIND & BODY
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA Release and
open your body with breath, props, and meditation.
Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.com. Yoga for
Mankind, 130 N Broadway, Suite B, Orcutt.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Simple,
meditative, and joyous circle dances using music,
mantras and movements from a variety of cultures
and spiritual traditions. First Sunday of every
month, 2-4 p.m. $8 - $10 donation. 805-717-1933.
Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield
Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.
GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.

CUDDLY KITTENS STORY TIME

Story time for children ages 3 to 5 and
their families. Wednesdays, 10:30-11 a.m.
through Dec. 12 Free. 805-925-0994. Santa
Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria.
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HEX BUG STEM MAZE CHALLENGE During
normal library hours. Through Oct. 26 Free. 805925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Cuyama Library,
4689 Highway 166, Cuyama. Kids can participate
in this hex bug maze challenge. Oct. 26, 3:304:30 p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.
org. Guadalupe Library, 4719 W. Main St., Ste D,
Guadalupe.

HOMEWORK HELP For grades K through 6.
Mondays-Thursdays, 4-7 p.m. through June 6 Free.
805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA
WARRIOR CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior
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you’ve got an opinion.
What’s Your Take? We know
Everybody’s got one!
This
week’s
online
poll
10/25 –
11/1

What theme would you want for your escape room?
m Steampunk.
m Nautical, like a sinking ship.
m Murder on the Orient Express.
m Stuck in a voting booth.

Enter your choice
online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

www.santamariasun.com • October 25 - November 1, 2018 • Sun • 21

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join

divining.weebly.com.

WISDOM READINGS AT COVENTREE

with kids parkour classes in a safe setting. For ages
5 and up. Wednesdays, Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m.
805-349-7575. Santa Maria Town Center, 142 Town
Center East, Santa Maria.

Hope Community Church for Sunday morning and
Wednesday night services. Children care provided
for infants and children under 4. Sundays, 10:30
a.m. and Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-9222043. hopesm.com. Hope Community Church,
3010 Skyway Dr. Suite F, Santa Maria.

LET’S BLOW OFF SOME STEAM A program

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE Sessions may include but

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 21

for kids ages 3 to 5. Thursdays, 4-5 p.m. through
Oct. 25 Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org.
Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics
classes for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start
walking on their own). Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays, 9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m. $35-$55. KT’s
All Star Gymnastics, 237 Town Center E, Santa
Maria, 805-349-7575.

PRESCHOOL CRAFT TIME EXPRESS Craft time
for kids ages 3 to 5. Nov. 1, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public
Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

READALOUD The Buellton Library presents
ReadAloud, a play-reading group for adults, teens and
children 9 and up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-6883115. Buellton Library, 140 W. Highway 246, Buellton.

are not limited to mediumship, psychic awareness,
light journey work, and aura cleansings. Thursdays,
12-2 p.m. $20 for 15 minutes. 937-271-5646.
CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa
Maria.

MEDITATION CLASS: A STUDY OF TRADITION
AND PRACTICE With AnnKathleen, who has been
meditating since 1992 when she was introduced to
Transcendental Meditation from teacher Sri John
Karuna. Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m. $10-$15. 805598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Art of Alchemy, E.
Orange St, Santa Maria.

WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen uses tarot
and oracle cards to guide participants to solutions
that bring peace, happiness, and positive thinking.
Fridays-Sundays, 1-5 p.m. $60-$100. 805-5981509. Art of Alchemy, E. Orange St, Santa Maria,

AnnKathleen, the Mistress of Alchemy, uses tarot
and oracle cards to guide participants to solutions
that bring peace, happiness, and positive thinking.
Every other Friday, 1-5 p.m. $60-$100. 805-5981509. divining.weebly.com. CovenTree: Books and
Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

REFUGE RECOVERY Refuge Recovery

Join Pastor Joseph and Amanda
Anderson every Sunday for prayer,
healing, and more. Sundays, 9:30-11
a.m. 805-888-7714. House of God
Church, 946 Rockaway Ave., Grover
Beach.

INTUITIVE CIRCLE CLASSES Explore

OCT. 25 – NOV. 1
2018

your gift of receiving and giving intuitive
information during these classes hosted by
Julie Jensen. Every other Tuesday, 6:30-8 p.m. $25.
805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

MEDITATION BREATH AND SOUND For
participants to build a classical yoga practice

Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose,
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805714-4927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and
Boone St., Santa Maria.

is a non-theistic, Buddhist-inspired
approach to treating and recovering
from addictions of all kinds. Open
to people of all backgrounds and
respectful of all recovery paths.
Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. Free;
donations welcome. The Haven
(classroom), 621 E Grand Ave, Arroyo
Grande, 805-202-3440.

SUNDAY FOR SPIRIT PSYCHIC READINGS
Features an assortment of psychic readers.
Sundays, 1-5 p.m. Vaires. 805-489-2432. Halcyon
Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo
Grande.

YOGASANAS: STANDING POSTURES A
classical yoga practice guests can continue on
their own. Oct. 27, 3-7:30 p.m. $100. 805-2026927. earthandether.com/yogasanas. Morrocco
Method Headquarters, 800 Farroll Rd., Grover
Beach.
YOUTH SERVICES The City Church Central
Coast holds youth services for junior high school
students. Mondays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-929-8990.
thecitycc.org. Faith Life Community Church, 726 W
Tefft St, Nipomo.

TEEN GAMING FRIDAYS An afternoon of gaming for
middle and high school students. Oct. 26, 4-5:30 p.m.
Free. 805-925-0994. cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

FOOD & DRINK

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYONE: SIZE AND
SCALE OF THE UNIVERSE Astronomer Kevin

FARMERS MARKETS

Manning, former NASA consultant, will share his
passion for astronomy. Learn about the the size
and scale of the universe, the stars, and other
celestial wonders through hands-on activities. Oct.
25, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 805-929-3994. slolibrary.org.
Nipomo Library, 918 W. Tefft, Nipomo.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh
fruit and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and
activities for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m.
Lompoc Farmers Market, Ocean Avenue and I
Street, Lompoc.

SPIRITUAL

VANDENBERG VILLAGE FARMERS MARKET

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all
women regardless of denomination. Class includes
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while
listening to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare
offered on site. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays,
9-10 a.m. Free. 805-922-1919. cornerstonesm.org.
Cornerstone Church, 1026 E Sierra Madre Ave.,
Santa Maria.

MEDIUMSHIP DEVELOPMENT Learn the basics
of communicating with spirit in a safe environment
with Mike Smith. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $15.
805-480-2432. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

HOUSE OF GOD CHURCH SERVICES

PHOTO COURTESY OF EXPLORE LOMPOC

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical

they can continue on their own wherever they
are. Oct. 27, 12-1:30 p.m. $15. 805-202-6927.
earthandether.com/meditation-breath-sound.
Morrocco Method Headquarters, 800 Farroll Rd.,
Grover Beach.

NO PAINT, NO GAIN

Katie Marie Artistry hosts a painting party on Oct. 26 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Flying Goat
Cellars, located at 1520 E. Chestnut Court, Lompoc. Admission is $50 and includes
all materials and a glass of wine. Call (805) 757-6649 for reservations. More info:
flyinggoatcellars.com.

Locally grown produce and food stuffs are available
year round. Sundays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vandenberg
Village Farmers’ Market, 120 Burton Mesa Blvd.,
Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local
farmers and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Orcutt Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt. ❍

• Specializing in
Custom Stamp Work
• High-Quality &
Affordable Rates
RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ /OWNER
(805) 714-5960
Visit: www.AztechConcrete.com
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LOCAL NOTES
Live Music
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

CRAFTED: LIVE MUSIC SERIES Features
artists from all genres of music. Thursdays, 6
p.m. and Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 805-6864742. bottlest.com. Bottlest Winery, Bar &
Bistro, 35 Industrial Way, Buellton.

THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7
p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALLAN HANCOCK COLLEGE

Sacred key
Orchestra, students, and Allan Hancock
College Singers alumni reunite
to perform Beethoven’s Mass in C
BY JOE PAYNE

I

SPOONFUL LIVE A rock and blues group.
No outside food or drinks allowed. Nov. 3,
5-8 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,

n the second half of the Gloria movement of Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Mass in C Major,” there’s a massive build and rising
unison sung among the choir on the words, “quoniam tu solus
sanctus,” or, “for thou alone are holy.”
As soon as the cadence comes to a rest, the bass players fly out
of the gate with a vaulting arpeggio, backed up only by the cello
section playing the same, to introduce a new theme.
“Cum sancto spiritu in gloria dei patris,” goes the line, “With
holy spirit in the glory of God the father,” before landing on “amen”
and snaking away as the other sections enter and the fugue begins.
That melody surged back to life in my neocortex earlier this
year, when I found out that the Allan Hancock College Singers
and the SLO Chamber Orchestra were reuniting to once again
perform Beethoven’s masterpiece of sacred choral and orchestral
GLORIOUS LEADER: Allan Hancock College Singers alumni will rejoin the choir at the behest the choir’s
music on Nov. 2 and 4. I remember the last time the two ensembles
performed the piece. It was 2011, when I was a Hancock student and director, Dr. Ann Lucas (pictured center), for two performances of Beethoven’s mass, which the ensemble
first performed in 2011 with the same orchestra.
member of the choir myself along with my wife and a friend.
When the College Singers’ Director Dr. Ann Lucas put out the call
fourth and fifth piano concertos and the fifth symphony, and those are the
to alumni who were a part of the last production to join the show, we
really well-known masterworks to people that know Beethoven’s music,”
all jumped at the opportunity. We hadn’t sung with the choir in years but
she said, “and the mass not so much, because Beethoven as a writer for
were happy to attend after-hours rehearsals and work on the lines.
human voices, that’s not his strong suit. This guy’s an instrumental
The piece really is a marvel, and doesn’t get performed all the time,
composer most of all and so his vocal writing is difficult, it’s dense, it’s
Lucas explained with her rapid-fire Texas accent.
“Well, it’s middle-period Beethoven, and it’s in a timeline along with the very complicated compositionally.
“So, it’s not done a lot because it’s hard,” she added.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANN LUCAS
But that’s just Beethoven.
Lucas said the famous composer “wasn’t
very forgiving” to the orchestra or choir when
composing the piece. He also wasn’t too kind to the
ensembles in person when rehearsals for the piece
began in his lifetime, she said, often shouting at
and berating them. It was abuse all for the higher
standard Beethoven envisioned for his music
For all of its complicated moments, much of the
“Mass in C major” flows quite intuitively. The piece has
some of Beethoven’s best lyrical moments, Lucas said.
Her current crop of students “has absolutely swallowed
it with a spoon,” she explained, and are working out
nuances and the finer points of the Latin pronunciation.
Just digging back into the piece and firing up all those
neurons is a refreshing experience, and one that many
alumni and Lucas herself have enjoyed.
“It’s kind of a speciality piece with difficult
writing, so to delve into it and to study it deeply like
the choir and the orchestra do when they get ready
SINGING THEIR PRAISES: The Allan Hancock College Singers’ numbers will swell with alumni for a performance of Ludwig van
to do a performance, it’s then you really discover
Beethoven’s “Mass in C major” with the San Luis Chamber Orchestra in early November. Pictured: The choir and orchestra at the
how rich the piece is,” she said. “The more you sing it,
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FALCON HEAVY LIVE Oct. 28, 1-5 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

FIRST FRIDAY ‘80S NIGHT Featuring the
Molly Ringwald Project. First Friday of every
month, 8:30-11:30 p.m. $10 after 8 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts
perform every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE MUTINEERS LIVE Nov. 3, 9 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE NOMBRES LIVE Performing rock and
country. No outside food or drinks allowed. Oct.
26, 6-9 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
POCKET CHANGE LIVE No outside food or
drinks allowed. Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m. Free. Cold
Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

PULL THE TRIGGER LIVE Oct. 26, 8 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
REBEL HEART LIVE Oct. 27, 8-11 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
RJ MISCHO LIVE No outside food or drinks
allowed. Nov. 2, 6-9 p.m. Free. Cold Spring
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara,
805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.
SALT MARTIANS LIVE A bluegrass group.
No outside food or drinks allowed. Nov. 3,
1-4 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
SOUL BISCUIT LIVE No outside food or drinks
allowed. Oct. 28, 4:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Cold
Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

previous performance of the work in 2011.

Winter Special:

G E T YO U R L I F E B AC K !

we can help!

$25 off any service

• Doctor-supervised weight loss
• Safe effective program using prescription
medication
• Curb food cravings and establish longterm healthy eating habits
• Natural hormone replacement
• Ask about our 1 month ultimate detox

(805) 621-5000

Smith Electric
MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL PLUMBING

smith-electric.com
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954

call today!

GERALD I. SUGARMAN, MD FAAFP

sugarmanweightloss.com · 805.720.4079
1136 E. Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande
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MUSIC
LOCAL NOTES from page 23
the more you understand, and the more you love
it. I saw that happen in 2011. It elevated the choir in
every mental and physical way possible, and so who
wouldn’t want to do that again? I know I did.”
Keith Waibel, the San Luis Chamber
Orchestra’s music director and conductor,
originally reached out to Lucas to see if she
wanted to relive the glory of Beethoven’s mass.
It was a high point for him and his ensemble
too, Lucas said, and the orchestra has expanded
and now includes more players. The choir has
seen the same as well, with a full class plus the
returning alumni to join the throng.

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 23
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SUNDAY ROUND-UP Enjoy live music on the

Singing with an orchestra is an experience
unto itself, one that doesn’t come along so
often for music students. It totally elevates the
performer, and the choir as a whole.
“The focus it commands is absolute,” Lucas
said. “There is not a person up there who hasn’t
blocked out every single thing in their life but
this piece, and that’s another thing that makes
the performance thrilling.”
If the past collaboration was any indication,
the two upcoming performances are sure
to be rapturous. Beethoven has a knack for
sweeping you along through his emotional
landscape, lifting you up, tossing you down.
His exploration of the sacred is another
Kumiko Uyeda. Nov. 3, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $10 donation.
805-748-6087. sanluischamberorchestra.org. Santa
Maria First United Methodist Church, 311 S Broadway,
Santa Maria.

patio and special menu offerings every Sunday
morning. Sundays, 11 a.m. Free. Maverick Saloon,
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

TOM MUTCHLER LIVE Part of Moxie’s ongoing

TOM BALL AND KENNY SULTAN LIVE No

WILL BREMAN LIVE Nov. 2, 4-6 p.m.

live music series. Oct. 27, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free.
Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805361-2900, moxiecafe.com.

outside food or beverages allowed. Sundays,
1:15-4 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

Complimentary. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile
Dr., Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

THE YOUNGSTERS LIVE Performing classic rock.
No outside food or drinks allowed. Oct. 27, 5-8 p.m.
Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd.,
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.
com/entertainment.html.

ACOUSTIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 3-6 p.m.
Seaventure Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave, Pismo
Beach, 805-779-1779, seaventure.com.

L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine
with 4 seasonal releases each calendar year. Price
includes 3 VIP access tickets to each SipMusic
event, and 1 album and 1 bottle of premium
wine every 3 months. ongoing $40. Lompoc Wine
Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-243-8398,
lompocwinefactory.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FRIDAY MUSIC NIGHT AT AVILA BEACH
RESORT Enjoy acoustic music from local artists
with food and drinks from Mulligan’s. Fridays, 5-8
p.m. Free. 805-595-4000. Avila Beach Resort,
6464 Ana Bay Dr., Avila Beach.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music and

Hear the sound

The Allan Hancock College Singers and San Luis Chamber
Orchestra will perform Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Mass in C major”
on Nov. 3 and 4. The Nov. 3 concert is at 7:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church, 311 S. Broadway, Santa Maria. The Nov.
4 concert is at 3 p.m. at Grace Bible Church, 100 Rodeo Drive,
Arroyo Grande. Tickets are available at the Hancock Fine Arts
Department building, or can be purchased from choir members.
More info: hancockcollege.edu or (805) 922-6966, Ext. 3252.

force multiplier in the beauty that’s attained
throughout the piece.
Lucas remembered an anecdote from 2011,
when she arrived to the first performances a bit
late for the rehearsal beforehand. She walked
At Play. Artists include Charles Motley, Noah David,
Kevin Graybill, Paula Richardson with Steve Key,
Hayley Layne, Kenny Taylor, Matt Yaki, Will Breman,
Michael Venia, and Kaiya. Nov. 1, 6:30-9 p.m.
$10. 805-868-7133. 7Sisters Brewing Company,
181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo,
7SistersBrewing.com.

BROWN BAG CONCERT First Friday of every
month, 12-1 p.m. Free. 805-543-5451. fpcslo.org.
First Presbyterian Church of San Luis Obispo, 981
Marsh St., San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY CHOIRS’ FALL CONCERT: LUMINOUS
NIGHT OF THE SOUL The University Singers and
PolyPhonics will perform music that ranges from the
Middle Ages to modern times. Oct. 27, 8 p.m. $14
general; $9 students. 805-756-4849. music.calpoly.
edu/calendar/. Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa,
751 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo.

CASH CASH LIVE Oct. 25, 8 p.m. The Fremont
Theater, 1035 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 805PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CIRCUS STARTS AT MIDNIGHT

food on the patio. Fridays, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Free.
805-489-9099. branchstreeetdeli.com. Branch
Street Deli, 203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

into the church hall while the two ensembles
were warming up, she said, and the magic of it
all coming together hit her.
“The choir was already on stage and singing
with the orchestra, and I don’t know what it was
they were singing, but when I heard the choir
sing, I had to sit down because it sounded so
good in a way that I had not perceive it was going
to be,” she said. “I remember Alfonso thought I
had a heart attack, I was so flabbergasted.” 
Managing Editor Joe Payne’s heart swells for
Beethoven’s music too. Contact him at jpayne@
santamariasun.com.
support Bang the Drum. Nov. 2, 6:30-10 p.m.
$10; free for ages 12 and under. 805-888-7940.
forthefolksmusic.com. Bang The Drum Brewery,
950 Orcutt Road, San Luis Obispo.

FRESH PICKED CONCERT SERIES Enjoy live
music from a different act each performance. First
Thursday of every month, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free.
DowntownSLO.com. Harvest Stage, 995 Higuera
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-541-0286.

GIRAFFAGE AND RYAN HEMSWORTH: OPEN
WORLD TOUR Featuring opening support from
Nite Jewel. For ages 18 and over. Oct. 28, 7-11 p.m.
ticketweb.com. SLO Brew Rock, 855 Aerovista Pl.,
San Luis Obispo, 209-417-7748.

DJ/DANCE
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto
St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge.
Bring your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30
a.m. Free. 805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E
Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

JAZZ JUBILEE BY THE SEA Features five venues

music series. Oct. 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Moxie
Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-3612900, moxiecafe.com.

and twenty bands. Genres include jazz, ragtime,
swing, big band, Mardi Gras, classic rock, and
more. Visit site for more info. Oct. 26-28 $105$115 for all 3 days; $30-$70 for 1 day. 805-5395696. pismojazz.com. Pismo Beach Vets’ Hall, 80
Main Street, Pismo Beach.

6772. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

BOB CLARK LIVE Part of Moxie’s ongoing live

JOHN ALAN CONNERLEY’S EARLY SHOW

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-310-

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

ABOUT TIME LIVE Part of Moxie’s ongoing live

music series. Oct. 25, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Moxie
Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-3612900, moxiecafe.com.

Oct. 26, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free. 805-773-6563.
Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach,
puffersofpismo.com/.

CENTRAL CITY SWING: FALL CONCERT A

LIDO LIVE Live music at Lido at Dolphin Bay.

professional 17-piece jazz band. Oct. 30, 7:30-9:15
p.m. Free. 805.264.1023. centralcityswing.com. Unity
Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt.

CORE JAM SHOWCASE Features three different
acts. Oct. 28, 3-6 p.m. 805-937-1600. CORE
Winery, 105 W Clark Ave., Orcutt.
DULCIE TAYLOR LIVE Oct. 26, 4-6 p.m. Free.
Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa
Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.
LIVE MUSIC AT CA’ DEL GREVINO Enjoy live
music from a different band/musician each week.
Wednesdays, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-6400.
facebook.com/cadelgrevino. Ca’ Del Grevino Cafe
and Wine Bar, 400 E. Clark Ave., suite A, Orcutt.

LIVE MUSIC AT COSTA DE ORO Enjoy live
music and complimentary appetizers every week.
Thursdays, Fridays, 5-7 p.m. and Saturdays, 3-5
p.m. Free. Costa De Oro Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson
Ave., Santa Maria, 805-922-1468, cdowinery.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT MOXIE CAFE Enjoy live music
from local artists, food, and drinks. ThursdaysSaturdays, 5-8 p.m. Free. moxiecafe.com/music/.
Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria,
805-361-2900.
LIVE MUSIC AT O’SULLIVAN’S Featuring live
entertainment from local and touring alternative,
indie, rock, punk, reggae, ska, alt-country, and other
left-of-center musicians several times throughout each
month. ongoing Free. O’Sullivan’s Pub, 633 E. Main
St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0658, osullivanspub.net.

LIVE MUSIC AT PRESQU’ILE Different acts every
Friday evening. Fridays, 4-6 p.m. Free. Presqu’ile
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-9378110, presquilewine.com.

SAN LUIS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA AND HANCOCK
COLLEGE SINGERS Featuring Beethoven’s Mass
in C Major and Piano Concerto #4. With guest artist

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 805-598-

1827. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6
nights a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For
ages 21-and-over. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free.
805-925-2405. ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho
Bowl, 128 E Donovan Rd., Santa Maria.

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 6-9 p.m. and
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 5-8 p.m. through
Oct. 31 Free. 805-773-8900. thedolphinbay.com/
lido. Lido Restaurant at Dolphin Bay, 2727 Shell
Beach Rd., Pismo Beach.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

DJ CAMOTE Thursdays, 5 p.m. Harry’s Night Club
And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach,
805-773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.

LIVE IN CENTRAL PARK (REVISITED): SIMON &
GARFUNKEL TRIBUTE Award-winning recording
artists Lee Lessack and Johnny Rodgers recreate
Simon & Garfunkel’s Live at Central Park. Nov. 3,
7:30-9:30 p.m. $49-$56. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.
org/event/live-at-central-park-revisited-simongarfunkel-tribute/. Clark Center for the Performing
Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo Grande.

LIVE MUSIC AT PUFFERS Tuesdays, 6:30-9:30
p.m. Free. 805-773-6563. puffersofpismo.com.
Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo Beach.

SPECTRAL SOUNDS

The Circus Starts at Midnight performs a
special Halloween concert on Oct. 27 at 9
p.m. at Wicked Shamrock, located at 143 N.
H St., Lompoc. Special guest artists include
Arthur Watership and Criminal Wave.
The event also includes a costume contest.
Admission is free. More info: (805) 741-7145.

OPEN BLUES JAM Wednesdays Mongo’s Saloon,
359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805-489-3639.

SIDE EFFECTS Tuesdays Free. 805-773-6563.
puffersofpismo.com. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price
St., Pismo Beach.

SMOOTH SUNDAY LIVE MUSIC Fourth Sunday
of every month, 2-5 p.m. through Oct. 28 Free with
wine purchase. 805-627-1443. morovino.com.
Morovino Winery, 468 Front Street, Avila Beach.

WEDNESDAYS: LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music
in the fireplace room. Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m.
Seaventure Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave, Pismo
Beach, 805-779-1779, seaventure.com.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

20TH ANNUAL VOCAL JAZZ FESTIVAL
CONCERT Featuring Groove for Thought. Nov.
2, 8-11 p.m. $15-$20. Cuesta College Cultural
and Performing Arts Center, Highway 1, San Luis
Obispo, 805-546-3198, cuesta.edu.

‘80S MUSIC TRIBUTE Presented by Songwriters
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546-8600, fremontslo.com.

FESTIVAL MOZAIC WINTERMEZZO I:
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT Features Scott
Yoo and Jason Uyeyama, violins, Ben Ullery, viola,
Jonah Kim, cello, and Susan Cahill, bass Oct. 27, 3
p.m. $40-$75. 805-781-3009. festivalmozaic.com.
SLO United Methodist Church, 1515 Fredericks St.,
San Luis Obispo.

FESTIVAL MOZAIC WINTERMEZZO I:
NOTABLE ENCOUNTER INSIGHT Festival artists
take guests on a one-hour tour behind Bach’s Violin
Partita and Beethoven’s String Trio, providing
insight into the composers’ lives, the historical time
period of the pieces, and their own perspectives.
Oct. 26, 5:30-6:30 p.m. $30-$40. 805-781-3009.
festivalmozaic.com. San Luis Obispo Museum of
Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

FOR THE FOLKS FUNK FINALE FT. MOJO
GREEN Featuring funk/dance band Mojo Green
and indie-folk group Arthur Watership. Proceeds

DJ DRUMZ AT MONGO’S Fridays Free. 805-4893639. mongossaloon.com. Mongo’s Saloon, 359 W.
Grand Ave., Grover Beach.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC
S A N TA Y N E Z VA L L E Y

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free.
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr.,
Solvang, 805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays,
9 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E.
Main St., Santa Maria.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

FRONT ROW KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m.
773-1010. Harry’s Night Club And Beach Bar, 690
Cypress St., Pismo Beach, harryspismobeach.com.

JAWZ KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. Harry’s Night
Club And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo
Beach, 805-773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.
KARAOKE WITH DJ SAM Sundays Mongo’s
Saloon, 359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805489-3639. ❍

WE TAKE PRIDE IN CARING
for both the physical and
emotional needs of your child.

Dr. George Robertson, M.D.

Dr. David Ikola, M.D.

Dr. Shane Rostermundt, D.O.

Dr. Joseph Nunez, M.D.

Our team at Pediatric Medical Group is dedicated to the health
and well-being of your child. Whether you have an infant,
preschooler or teenager, we work closely with parents to make
sure that our care meets their children’s personal needs.

Open Most Saturdays

Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P.

Now Accepting New Patients

1430 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, Ca

from Newborn to Late Adolescence

Family Owned and Operated Since the Early ’80s!

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

you through your

hour of need

Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark & Chris have a combined 150+ years
of experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt

00
10
OFF
SMOG CHECK

Geronna Leonards, N.P.

www.pmgsm.com Monday – Friday
8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8 Open Most Saturdays

Assisting

ORCUTT

$

Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

34

$

00

For us, taking care of
someone’s final arrangements
is more than just a business
or service. It is a commitment
from our family to serve
your family. We promise to
maintain the dignity and
guard the privacy of those we
serve. Your loved one will be
treated in the same manner we
would expect our loved one to
be cared for.

Regular Price $44.00

Call for appointment:
937-5340

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee. ’95 & Older $10 extra, Vans & Motor Homes $15 extra.
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 10/31/18

OIL CHANGES
as low as $29
- a s k f o r d e ta i l s -

937-5340

100 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA 93455

915-A East Stowell Rd. | Santa Maira, CA | 24 Hour Phone (805) 922-5880

www.lorifamilymortuary.com
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GALLERY
Arts Briefs
PCPA resident artist expands
engagement
Pacific Conservatory Theatre (PCPA) announced Kitty Balay,
resident artist, has expanded her engagement with the group.
Balay has appeared in more than 80 productions and
teaches Voice and Speech within in the conservatory, and will
now also serve as the conservatory’s director of engagement.
According to a release from PCPA, the actress, director, and
teacher “will be initiating and implementing special audience
engagement activities geared to enhance the audience
experience, cultivate new connections for the theater in the
community, and increase the vitality of PCPA’s relationship
with existing patrons.”
Balay will also lead a verbatim theatre project known as
PCPA’s Community Speaks, and PCPA Reads, which involves
actors reading books to local elementary students. She will
also conduct workshops such as the Audition Training class
young performers used to help them audition for Peter Pan.
Balay has a Master of Fine Arts from UC Irvine and has been
with PCPA since 1989.
More information is available at pcpa.org.

SYV Historical Museum
presents 34th annual
Vaquero Show
The Vaquero Show and Western collectible sale, presented
by Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum (SYVHM), is set to take
place Nov. 9 through 11.
The event, now in its 34th year, honors the lifestyle, culture,
and horsemanship of the California vaquero. The vaquero
lifestyle evolved into a specific style of apparel, tack, saddles,
and other horse equipment, which will be featured at the show
and sale.
Twenty-five artisans, craftsmen and collectors from
throughout the western United States will be on hand to display
and sell their goods such as hand-tooled leather saddles,
braided vaquero styled riatas, silver spurs, bridles, bits, and
reins. The show will also feature art, jewelry, hats, books,
and other collectibles. Live demonstrations of the Californio
Vaquero tradition will be presented from experts including
2012 Vaquero of the Year Bruce Sandifer.
All proceeds from the event benefit the nonprofit SYVHM.
The event takes place at the museum, located at 3596 Sagunto
St., Santa Ynez. For more information and a complete schedule
of events, visit santaynezmuseum.org or call (805) 688-7889.

Secret women
Nancy Jo Ward uses dozens of techniques,
materials, and surfaces to create her
evocative images of women
BY REBECCA ROSE

O

n the day Nancy Jo Ward is interviewed by the Sun, she is busy
experimenting with yet another technique in her digital art making.
“It’s called a pastel ground,” she said. “It’s like a clear medium that has
sand in it. I’m adding it to an aluminum print because I want to see what
happens when I put pastels on top of that.”
Pastels need a kind of “tooth” on a surface when you draw with them, Ward
went on to explain. Aluminum is smooth surface and pastels won’t hold to it,
so she decided to try the ground to see if it would help the colors stick.
After more than 30 years of work as an artist, this is par for the course
for Ward, who is a professor of graphic design at Allan Hancock College.
The digital artist, whose work is featured at a new exhibit at the Ann
Foxworthy Gallery that runs through Dec. 13, is constantly looking for
new directions to push her artwork in. The solo show also represents a
celebration of sorts for Ward, who recently completed her Masters of Art, a
longtime goal of hers.
Ward started her master’s in the fall of 2016 and finished in July. She
obtained the degree through the University of Arts London with a lowresidency program at Camberwell College of Art. She said it was hard to find
online options for an advanced degree in the specific area she was looking for.
“This is such a new and emerging area that there are not many programs
that offer an online master’s degree in digital fine arts,” she said. “University
Arts London offered the most flexibility with the kind of work I was
interested in. It was an opportunity for me to live and work here and obtain
a master’s with a combination of online engagement.”
The artist calls her work “hybrid art,” a fusion of digital and traditional
media. She uses Photoshop as a tool to combine and composite
photographs and digitally paint them within the program.
Then she prints on unique substrates (or surfaces) and begins to study
how they work with different types of traditional materials such as paints
or pastels. Ward works subtractively, chiseling off the medium to reveal
metal and texture underneath.
“That is what my experimentation is,” she said. “I’m painting on different
substrates and working back into it with traditional media. I’m printing
on paper and working back into it with pastels and gold leaf. And I’m also
printing onto aluminum and experimenting with going back into it with
acrylics and oils.”
One challenge is
that there’s always a
shift in color when
moving from the
monitor to actual
printed paper.
Ward also likes
to seek out new
materials to print
her work onto. For
the new show, she
experimented with
silk fabrics and with

Bookworm hosts
former local columnist
Author Steve Corbett, a former local journalist, will appear
at The Bookworm in Santa Maria on Nov. 3.
Corbett will present a reading from his new book, Blood Red
Syrah, a thriller based in Central Coast wine country. In Corbett’s
novel, killer Wally Wilson fights with “Syrah,” a voice in his head
that sends him from the gates of Michael Jackson’s Neverland
Ranch to the banquet hall of the Santa Maria Elks Club.
The event is free and open to the public. The Bookworm is
located at 230 E Betteravia Road, suite K. For more information,
call (805) 922-4282 or email quest@thebookwomcali.com. ❍
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose.
Send information to rrose@santamariasun.com.

IMAGES COURTESY OF NANCY JO WARD

A NEW VIEW: Artist Nancy Jo Ward experiments with different
types of media to create composited portraits of women. “These
women I create don’t exist in reality,” Ward said. “It’s usually a
combination of people that are merged into a new person.”
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film, working with
light boxes to create
images.
Ward said her
background as a
graphic designer
and digital media
artist propels her
to think outside of
the box about her
materials and the
way she interacts
with them.
“This came about
because I’ve used
those tools for long
time,” she said. “It
just made sense for
me to experiment
in this direction. It’s
a little confusing
for some people
because they don’t
understand what it
is. Is it a painting or
is it a print?”
She points to a
DIGITAL WOMAN: Nancy Jo Ward, artist and professor of graphic
time when someone
design, creates emotive images of women for her latest exhibit, a
once asked her why
solo show at Ann Foxworthy Gallery. The show runs through Dec. 13.
she didn’t just make
a painting instead of
opting for the digital elements. But
Hybrid bridge
Ward said her artwork isn’t just about
Nancy Jo Ward’s new solo show runs through
creating a visual image, it’s about
Dec. 13 at the Ann Foxworthy Gallery. Admission
is free to the public. The gallery is located at Allan
challenging her artistic impulses.
Hancock College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa
“As I’m building up with the
Maria. For more information, call (805) 922-6966,
structure, merging and blending
Ext. 3465, or visit hancockcollege.edu.
images together, the work
emerges out of that,” she said.
“There is a continuous dialogue
that you go through when you bring in new images or marks with paint
brushes in that digital realm. A lot of it is unpredictable. It’s really more
engaging to me than just having an idea, pulling out my paints and just
executing the idea.”
Sometimes print images can look too flat or obviously like a printed
project. Ward said she seeks to imbue a sense of humanity back into her
pieces through her methods, and despite being known as a digital artist,
she still likes to get her hands into the work.
“Just having a clean finished photo print isn’t enough for me,” she said.
“I really like to get in and push and pull spatial dimensions and color
combinations and ultimately emotions.”
The entirety of Ward’s work is figurative. She creates hauntingly
beautiful images of women from composites of multiple portraits, blended
and merged together digitally and then enhanced when printed.
“These women I create don’t exist in reality,” Ward said. “It’s not like I take
one picture and I work with that one person. It’s usually a combination of people
that are merged into a new person. There’s a lot of discovery along the way.”
Ward said that as a fine artist, she knows how to draw and paint, but
things are radically different in a digital environment and she is still
exploring the possibilities of that. She is
currently experimenting with augmented
reality. She captured process videos as she
worked and plans to have accompanying
experiences with several of her pieces.
It’s just one more example of the mind
of an artist who isn’t content to stand
on familiar ground. Throughout her
shows and the work she creates, Ward has
demonstrated herself to be an innovator
with a soul of a poet, albeit one that doesn’t
mind getting her hands very, very dirty.
“I cannot get past the need to be
physically connected to both the process
and the result,” she said. ❍

WILD ART: Nancy Jo Ward is featured at the Ann Foxworthy Gallery
in Santa Maria through Dec. 13. Her work is described as “hybrid
art,” born out of digital editing and paint techniques used on
printed surfaces.

Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose has
very clean hands. Contact her at rrose@
santamariasun.com.
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Cuteness overload, Oreo is ready
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GARDEN

Sunday,October 28th
9 am - 5:30 pm
2nd St., Los Osos/Baywood Park

• Pancake Breakfast (8 to 10 am)
• 4-Mile Run (7:30 am Registration)
• Car Show (8 am to 5 pm)
• Live Music - in the Beer Garden
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- The Mudskippers
- Unfinished Business

Wine & Design/ Orcutt
3420 Orcutt Rd #105
805-868-1746
www.wineanddesign.com/orcutt

$5.00 Off

Use code: NOV2018
get $5.00 off your next $35.00
class.
CRISP. PROPRIETARY & CONFIDENTIAL

1

Pet Costume Contest sponsored by

Vendors
- Food
- Art & Crafts and
Commercial
• Costume Contest - Pets & People
• Kids Zone
- Rock Wall
- Face Painting
- Fun Kid Activities
- Lock Boxx - Mobile Escape Room

FOR ALL YOUR
FLOORING NEEDS!
Expanded Showroom
WE
DO
STAIRS!

TM

Los Osos Valley
Mortuary and Memorial Park

Autumn Bronze

Hardwood
Carpet
Vinyl & More!
427 W. Betteravia Rd Ste A-C, SM
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Fond of the Pond
Lompoc Civic Theatre
tackles mortality and love in
‘On Golden Pond’
BY REBECCA ROSE

F

rom the moment you set foot inside the
Ellery Room at Lompoc’s Mission Club, it’s
clear something is very special about this
latest Lompoc Civic Theatre production.
On Oct. 27 and Nov. 3, the theater group
presents a dinner theater production of On
Golden Pond, the classic 1979 play written by
Ernest Thompson. The play centers on Norman
Thayer Jr. (Craig Scott) and his wife Ethel
(Josephine Grande) who return once a year to
their cabin located at Golden Pond. Here they
are met by their middle-aged daughter, Chelsea
(Rachel Mello) a divorcée who is visiting with
her fiance, Bill Ray (John Fuentes), and his
teenage son, Billy (Howard Haupt).
Rounding out the cast is Charlie (Michael
Cook), a local mailman who still harbors a
small crush on Chelsea, his childhood friend.
Thompson would go on to win an Academy
Award for the film adaptation, which starred
legendary actors Katharine Hepburn and Peter
Fonda in the lead roles. Fonda and Hepburn also
went on to claim Oscars for their performances,
cementing the film as a classic of the era.
The film was a huge hit in 1981 when my
mother took me to see it. I was about 7 years
old, and I understood very little of the broader
themes of the material (aging, marriage,
divorce, family, etc.), but I loved it because
Hepburn kept calling Fonda an “old poop” and
it made me laugh every single time.
Now almost 30 years later, the play takes
on an entirely new meaning. On Golden
Pond is about facing our own mortality and
having to do so in bodies and minds that are
increasingly failing us. Norman carries the

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LOMPOC CIVIC THEATRE

Dive in

The Lompoc Civic Theatre presents On Golden Pond, on
Oct. 27 and Nov. 3. Doors open at 5 p.m., dinner is served at
5:30 p.m., and the show begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $55
and include dinner. Reservations are required. The play takes
place at the Ellery Room at The Mission Club located at 4300
Clubhouse Road, Lompoc.

facade of a man glibly joking about death and
the grim side of aging, but underneath is a
deeply traumatic sadness.
Scott, a wildly brilliant actor who’s also had
a hilarious part in Santa Maria Civic Center’s
Young Frankenstein, carries Norman to his
fullest potential. Scott’s performance is meaty
and gritty, taking the audience far away from
the small setting and into the trees that dot the
fictitious Golden Pond. His Norman lays the
groundwork for the other actors to build from,
and he makes every performance better for it.
To have a successful Norman in a production
of On Golden Pond one must have an equally
successful Ethel, and Grande delivers. She
is the sweet-souled yet blunt counter to
Norman’s abject indifference. In Grande,
Ethel’s heartbreak is evident at every turn,
even in her genuine politeness and affection.
On Golden Pond works so well because the
audiences believe the love the Thayers share is
real, unforced by chains of committment or
duty. Grande and Craig have great chemistry
together, and because of that, the story works.
Haupt is impressive for such a young
actor. Billy Jr. is meant to serve as a counter
narrative to Norman’s inner despair over his
own mortality. Billy projects the right kind of
hopeful youthful arrogance to spark Norman’s
dormant sense of competitiveness and fatherly
instincts. The two are a great pairing, and
Haupt shows a lot of promise as a performer.
Mello handles a difficult role with calm
intensity. While Norman outwardly projects
disappointment (whether intended or not) in
his daughter, Chelsea is burdened with the task
of somehow finding a way to please her father
and simultaneously get him to acknowledge the
harm he’s inflicted. Mello and Scott
handle their dialogue with ease,
carefully letting the audience see the
seams of the unspoken words behind
them. Craig is excellent at giving
actors room within some of his bigger
moments, something that makes the
play move forward so well.
I was also astounded to see how
beautiful and detailed the set was.
It’s hard to imagine that for the
rest of the week the space of the
Thayer’s home is a busy restaurant.
Director Anne Ramsey and her
team carefully curate the items
used in the play to tell a story about
the Thayers themselves, even in
objects that are never touched by
the actors. This is the home of
everyone’s grandparents; well-read
books resting on childhood trinkets
and black-and-white photos of
important strangers you may never
know but who helped shape who
you are. This is a meaningful step
the production takes that helps the
audience connect with the material
onstage. ❍

GOLDEN YEARS: Josephine Grande (left) and Craig Scott (right) play
aging couple Ethel and Norman Thayer in On Golden Pond, the Lompoc Civic
Theatre’s latest production.

Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose
is a beautiful loon. Contact her at
rrose@santamariasun.com.

SANTA MARIA HEART WALK
Waller Park
Saturday, October 27
Registration & Festivities Begin at 8:30 AM
Central Coast Life is Why Sponsor

Local Sponsors

SantaMariaHeartWalk.com | # HeartWalkingSM
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@SantaMariaSun

If you post something you think we should see, please tag
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Film Reviews
Editor’s note: Santa Maria 10 (805-347-1164) films and
show times were unavailable at press time.

GOOSEBUMPS 2: HAUNTED HALLOWEEN

What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Rent it
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Ari Sandel (The Duff) directs this next installment based on
R.L. Stine’s best-selling children’s horror book series. If you’re
a young kid, you’ll find some fun scares here, but your parents
are going to be very annoyed having to sit through this. It
definitely doesn’t live up to its 2015 progenitor. (90 min.)
—Glen Starkey

HALLOWEEN

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc,
Parks Plaza
David Gordon Green (Snow Angels, Pineapple
Express, Joe) co-writes and directs this sequel to
John Carpenter’s Halloween (1978). Completely erasing the
continuity of the original film’s seven sequels, serial killer
Michael Myers has been locked up for 40 years. Meanwhile,
Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis), the sole survivor of the
Haddonfield Halloween murders, has been preparing for the
day he should ever escape and inevitably come after her.
And whadda ya know, he does escape and just in time for
Halloween, too. Just a day before the 40th anniversary of the
murders, Myers is set to be transferred to a different prison
(what a terrible coincidence). There’s a bus crash and yada
yada yada he’s out! Laurie convinces her daughter’s family
to join her Halloween night at her house, where she’s devised
a bomb shelter of sorts. To withstand the apocalypse? Nope,
just Michael. It’s all for Michael.
“He’s waited for this night, and I’ve waited for him,”
Laurie says at one point. This is where the overthinking on
my part begins. I just don’t buy this theme at all. Where
did this obsession come from? As far as the first film is
concerned, the murders were completely random. The
original never implies that Myers chose Laurie, only that
she happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.
It was Halloween II that made Myers’ choice to pursue
Laurie deliberate (the big reveal that they are biological
siblings). Imagine a direct sequel to A New Hope that doesn’t
acknowledge the events of The Empire Strikes Back. Would
they really expect us to simply forget that Darth Vader is
Luke’s father?
Yet, Curtis’ livid performance suggests a symbiotic
relationship between Strode and Myers of Harry Potter/
Voldemort proportions. If we’re only given the events of the
first film to fall back on, this notion makes absolutely zero
sense. It’s as if Green and co-writers Jeff Fradley and Danny
McBride couldn’t help but write Strode as the product of the
franchise as a whole. Oops!
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SCORING

FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing
MATINEE..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT...........It’s worth a rental
STREAM IT.....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

Got milk?

SUN SCREEN
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SEAN MCALPINE

Levine (Silence of the Lambs,
Memoirs of a Geisha, American
Gangster, the TV series Monk,
Shutter Island, Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom), who appears
o-writer Johnee Gange directs this whimsical
in this film as Buffalo Bill.
Western about Dairy Gulch, a town obsessed
The story involves a drunken
with milk. When their cows go missing, the
sheriff (Billy Moen) who can’t
townsfolk set out to find their cows and restore
do his job, his angry wife (Erika
order. (40 min.)
Holloway), a shady mayor
(Dana Miller), and a state
Glen: I love these films from Adventure Club SLO. senator hungry for re-election
The club is filled with adults with special needs—
(Jason Cantu). It’s silly, lightautism, head injuries, Down syndrome, and other
hearted fun. I hope they fill the
conditions that make the cast differently abled.
Fremont Theater this Friday
That doesn’t stop them from producing charming, night. It’s really a joyous event.
POLITICAL DANCE: Senator Beauregard (Jason Cantu, center) tries to drum up support
wildly creative films with high production values.
for his reelection among the townsfolk of Dairy Gulch.
Anna: We were lucky enough
Club director Johnee Gange works with his club
to be invited to a day-of
members on a regular basis in an outdoor-based
when the townsfolk set out to search for the
filming several years ago for
program that includes various activities. One of
cows, they say, “Let’s get the horses and mount
another film project Gange and the Adventure
the club highlights is the creation
up!” That apparently wasn’t in the budget, so
Club were producing. There
of these films, which can take
guess what? The cow thieves must have stolen
was magic in the air that day,
MORE MILK
many months to produce. It’s
the horses, too! There are definitely some great
and as a former theater geek
a lot of work, but thanks to
What’s it rated? Not rated
laughs here, some great original music created
I was reminded of the strong
volunteers such as film editor
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
by the You Jays, which includes Gange, Mark
bonds this type of project
and special effects supervisor
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Travis, Dylan Johnson, and Shane Stoneman.
creates.
The
story
is
funny:
Where’s it showing? Friday,
Norman Pillsbury, the results
They’ll play live before the screening. You can
When
the
townsfolk
all
head
Oct.
26,
7
p.m.,
in
the
Fremont
are great. More importantly, for
also see more Adventure Club SLO movies on
to
the
local
tavern
for
some
Theater ($10 at my805tix.com;
the participants, it’s amazing
their Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/channel/
revelry
we
realize
that
milk
has
live
music
by
the
You
Jays
from
therapy, and it gives them a muchadventureclubslo. Come out and support this
replaced
the
cowboy’s
whiskey
6:30 to 7 p.m.)
deserved sense of satisfaction.
terrific organization! It’s going to be a hoot!
in
this
world.
Soon
enough
When premiere night finally
Anna: The premiere night will be a blast, no
the town has gone dry except
rolls around, it’s like going to the
doubt. The people involved in this project have
for
a
stash
the
sassy
and
secretive
mayor
has
Oscars for the cast members, who put on their
poured their hearts and souls into putting
hidden away. She’s happy to share—for a fee
finest and sit back with the audience and see
together a solid reel, and the honor participants
that
is,
one
the
townsfolk
outside
of
her
inner
themselves up on the big screen. It means a lot to
receive at the Fremont will be the kind of goodcircle
can’t
afford.
Soon
the
town
is
off
to
find
them, and a DVD of the film becomes a treasured
for-the-soul stuff everyone can appreciate. It
their stolen cows and horses, apparently stolen
keepsake they can watch again and again. Gange
would be a great event for a family night out,
by
the
scoundrel
Babyface
and
her
gang,
and
has also had good luck getting professional actors
the Western motif and easy-to-follow storyline
who live nearby to volunteer to appear and mentor that’s when we get to meet the senator and his
will keep kids and adults entertained for the
plan
to
wow
a
crowd,
with
the
amazing
Buffalo
the cast. For instance, Big Sur resident Timothy
mere 40 minutes the film runs. The really great
Bill. I got some genuine laughs from this film,
Bottoms (Johnny Got His Gun, The Last Picture
thing about these projects is the professionalism
my
favorite
part
being
a
musical
number
with
Show, The Paper Chase, Texasville, Welcome to the
they uphold. From well-thought-out scene
a strumming cowboy and four others who pop
Men’s Group) has worked with Adventure Club
work, to funny one-liners, to big stars like the
up to harmonize. So much fun. We went to the
in the past, as has Santa Margarita resident Ted
man Ted Levine himself, this is clearly not
premiere of the film that we saw in action, and
a project taken lightly. Gange and his crew
boy-howdy it was an evening to remember. This
deserve boatloads of praise for taking on the
is one of the reasons to love living in small town
incalculable hours, sweat, and tears that making
America SLO. Programs like the Adventure Club
a movie takes. This is a program that not only
and the people and businesses that stand behind
deserves but also truly earns support from its
them are true gems.
Glen: I’m not sure where the location for the
community, and I hope the Fremont is packed
filming was, but it totally had an Old West feel,
to the gills for More Milk. It’s a win-win of a
and the tavern interior was decorated with
film and a great product of an even greater
game trophies and other rustic props. Old
organization. 
farm equipment was around the grounds and
buildings. With no real budget to work with,
Split Screen is written by Senior Staff Writer
TO THE RESCUE: Buffalo Bill (Ted Levine, right) speaks to
Gange has to depend on donations, volunteers,
Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna. Comment at
Sheriff Jesse (Billy Moen) after the missing cows are located.
and good old fashioned cleverness. For instance, gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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WIN THIS GUITAR!
Support local music! Purchase one raffle ticket for $10 or get three for $25.

The Ernie Ball Music Man James Valentine (of Maroon 5) “Valentine” guitar features a slab ash body, two Ernie Ball Music Man designed pickups
(1-humbucker/1-single coil), with 3-way custom wired lever switch, coil tap, modern hardtail bridge with vintage bent steel saddles, 25.5-inch
scale, oil and wax rubbed roasted maple neck with 10-inch radius maple fingerboard, 22 stainless steel frets, oversized 4-over-2 headstock
and compensated nut, designed for superior tuning stability.
The winner will be selected at random and announced at the New Times Music Awards,
Friday, November 2, 2018. Need not be present to win.

Purchase tickets online at www.My805Tix.com
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Your local ticketing paner!
Sophisticated. Intuitive. Easy-to-use.
• FREE local ticketing service
• FREE marketing promotion
from New Times and Sun
• Local customer service
• Suppo local journalism
one ticket at a time

Still using Eventbrite, Brown Paper Tickets, or
any other national ticketing company? Time
to switch to a local team you know and trust!

CONTACT US FOR
A DEMO TODAY!
ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

805-546-8208 or
info@My805Tix.com

Talk to your local banker to get started today.
38 branches in the Tri-Counties to serve you.
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) shown is accurate as of 08/30/2018 and is subject to change without notice. Minimum deposit to open a
Personal or Business CD: $2,500. Minimum deposit to open an IRA CD: $1,000. There is no minimum balance to obtain the disclosed APY.
Public Funds CDs are excluded from the above offer. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Please review
deposit account agreement, disclosures or see a Rabobank associate for full account terms.

POWERED BY:

www.My805Tix.com
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WE TEND TO THINK HUMAN
TRAFFICKING TAKES PLACE

SOMEWHERE ELSE, FAR AWAY...

SCARY
POPPINS
A “practically perfect” parody
that’s fun for the whole family.
Get your tickets now!
Now through November 11.

$3

Great Snacks
Cold Beer

OFF

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

Limit 2 discount tickets per order - Must call Box Ofﬁce for deal
Discount off of Adult ticket price only - SUN/NT - Only valid 10/25-10/31

Hwy 1 Oceano

www.americanmelodrama.com

489-2499

BUT IT IS RIGHT HERE IN
!
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
JOIN US FOR A FREE DINNER
& PERFORMANCE FROM kNOw MORE
WHEN

NOVEMBER 7TH | 5:00 to 8:00 PM

WHERE

SANTA MARIA RADISSON HOTEL

3455 Skyway Drive in Santa Maria

FOR

YOUTH AGES 12-18, PARENTS & CAREGIVERS

• Free Admission

• English to Spanish Translations

• Tri-Tip Dinner

• iPad & Gift Card Raffle for Youth

• Free Childcare

For tickets call 805/346-7102
RSVP by 11/2 to: kNOwMoreHT.eventbrite.com
Sponsored by Santa Barbara County Department of Social Services, in
collaboration with Fighting Back Santa Maria Valley and kNOw MORE
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FILM
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NIGHT SCHOOL

FILM REVIEWS from page 30
Sloppy writing and inconsistent retconning aside,
Halloween is worth watching for the things it does right. The
performances, score, and overall atmosphere are on par with
the original, making it a worthy homage. But the best homages
still leave room for originality. This one leaves a tiny bit. It’s
obvious how much Green and company love the material, but
they cross the line between reverence and flat-out plagiarism
too often. Still, the predator-becomes-the-prey motif pays off
quite well, and Curtis wielding a shotgun hunting down Myers is
worth the price of admission alone. (106 min.)
—Caleb Wiseblood

HUNTER KILLER
What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Donovan Marsh (Spud, Spud 2: The Madness
Continues, Avenged) directs this action thriller about
American submarine Capt. Joe Glass (Gerard Butler) and a
group of U.S. Navy SEALs on a mission to rescue Russian
President Zakarin (Alexander Diachenko), who’s been kidnapped
by his own Defense Minister Dmitri Durov (Mikhail Gorevoy).
(121 min.)
—Glen Starkey

NEW

THE HAUNTING OF HILL HOUSE
When? 2018
Where’s it available? Netflix
he haunted house has long been a
go-to trope in horror movies. The
concept has been around so long, in
books and movies, you’d think that there
wouldn’t be much more to do with it.
You’d be wrong. Netflix’s newest
original series, The Haunting of Hill
House, breathes new life into the
haunted house genre, taking the wellworn supernatural horror elements we

T

PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

HAUNTED: Netflix’s new limited
series The Haunting of Hill House
melds family drama with a terrifying
supernatural story.

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Stream it
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In
Malcolm D. Lee (Undercover Brother, Girls Trip) directs Kevin
Hart in this comedy about former high school delinquents,
now adults, forced to attend night school in order to get their
diplomas.
If you like sophomoric silliness, you might find something
here, but this one-note film doesn’t give its two gifted
comedians—Hart and Tiffany Haddish—much to work with.
(111 min.)
—Glen Starkey

THE OLD MAN & THE GUN
What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Writer-director David Lowery (Ain’t Them Bodies
Saints, A Ghost Story) helms this true story based on
David Grann’s article about Forrest Tucker (Robert Redford),
a 70-year-old criminal who escapes San Quentin Prison
and embarks on a string of robberies that confounds law
enforcement and makes Tucker into a folk hero with the public.
Tucker is pursued by Detective John Hunt (Casey Affleck) and—
despite his “profession”—loved by Jewel (Sissy Spacek).
In what’s reportedly Redford’s final onscreen role, we’re

PICK

are all familiar with and using them as
a frame for what is essentially a tragic
family drama.
The series is loosely based on the
seminal Shirley Jackson novel of the
same name, and follows the story of the
seven-member Crain family in the past
and present. The episodes jump back and
forth in time between the childhood of the
five Crain family siblings, which is spent in
Hill House—the sprawling Gothic mansion
their parents are trying to fix and sell—
and present, where those same children,
now grown, have a fraught and fractured
relationship with each other stemming
from their mother’s supposed suicide, a
traumatic event that forced them to flee
Hill House all those years ago.
As an entry into the horror genre,
The Haunting of Hill House delivers the
goods. You want specters, creepy spirits,
and jump scares? You’ll get them, and
they are executed well enough that you’ll
definitely give very serious consideration
to keeping the lights on when you go to
sleep after watching it. But what really
sets this series apart is its focus on
drama within the Crain family. What
happens to them in Hill House as children
has torn the family apart. Older sister
Shirley (Elizabeth Reaser) has grown up
to be a mortician. She is hiding a dark
secret from her husband. Oldest son, Luke
Crain (Michael Huisman), penned a best
selling book on the events at Hill House
at the cost of alienating his family. Luke

(Oliver Jackson-Cohen), one of two twins
in the family, is a heroin addict who has
relapsed so many times that most of the
family has simply given up on him.
The suicide of Luke’s twin sister,
Nell, forces the broken family to come
back together and confront what
happened to them at Hill House,
adding an extra layer of drama and
tension to the supernatural storyline.
For anyone who’s ever had contentious
relationships with their family, the
interactions that occur amid all the
ghouls and ghosts are instantly
relatable. It’s that focus on the family’s
drama that makes this series so
interesting. At times, it feels like if you
stripped away the horror elements of
the series, you’d get a show closer to
This is Us than The Shining. Introducing
the familiar dynamics of family—the
secrets, resentments, and bonds
shared by its members—grounds the
characters and ratchets up the horror
elements to a truly terrifying level.
The Haunting of Hill House is a prime
example of why haunted house stories
remain a fixture in horror, and a master
class in how to elevate the genre and
push it forward in new and interesting
ways. (10 episodes, 50 min. each) 
—Chris McGuinness

SEARCH AND RESCUE: American submarine Capt. Joe Glass (Gerard Butler, left) and a group of U.S. Navy SEALs must find and
retrieve the kidnapped Russian president, in Hunter Killer.
handed the true account of Forrest Tucker, a man whose tale
seems taller and trickier than anything that could be true, yet
whose earnest zeal for life makes the man more than a myth.
While he sees the world as his oyster, Tucker’s life has been
microscoped and compartmentalized with every car chase,
prison escape, and con gone wrong. He’s got to blend in, be
nice, and look the part of a normal man.
He’s part of a group of over-the-hill ex-cons who haven’t
quite scratched their itch for the next great heist. Teddy (Daniel
Glover) and Waller (Tom Waits) bring an interesting relationship
into the story, and the veteran actors are spot-on in their
performances.
Robert Redford is one of the greats and this role is no
exception, but the most brilliant performance here comes from
Sissy Spacek, a beautiful widower who doesn’t mind a bit of
nonsense as long as you aren’t trying to pull one over on her.
She’s Oscar worthy in this role, and it was so great to see her on
screen again. She falls for Forrest immediately—it would be hard
not to with his charm—and soon the film becomes just as much
the story of their relationship as it is about his sordid past.
Casey Affleck is clearly well loved by director Lowery, and
their body of work together holds its own. He’s a driven but
wounded detective and family man, and as the game of cat and
mouse goes on, you can’t help but wonder how much he really
wants to catch the elusive and charming old man.
The pure charm and light that bounces off of Tucker leaves even
the very bank tellers he’s robbed wondering if it may have been
their idea to hand over stacks of bills. He even tries to get Jewel in
on the fun by leading her out of a jewelry store without paying for a
bracelet she tried on, but his hopes of a Bonnie and Clyde life are
quickly squashed when Jewel returns to the store under the guise of
forgetfulness and makes him pay for the bangle.
Eventually Forrest is caught again, and instead of escaping
he listens to Jewel and waits out his sentence, finally getting
released and going home with her. Once in the day-to-day
mundane of life though, he can’t help but wish for the next big

r
a ts

chase, the next mark, and the next escape.
Tucker was a man with a larger-than-life tale to tell, and
luckily Lowrey’s rendition of it holds up, and the character is
brought into the stratosphere to once again win us over and
walk away with our wallets. Superb performances and subtle
nods to Redford and Spacek’s film history just add to the fun of
this one—definitely worth a trip to the theater. (93 min.)
—Anna Starkey

A STAR IS BORN
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza
Co-writer, director, and co-star Bradley Cooper helms
this remake of A Star Is Born (first released in 1937
and later remade in 1954 and 1976). In this iteration, Cooper
stars as Jackson Maine, a famous musician whose star is
waning as he discovers talented but insecure singer Ally (Lady
Gaga). As Jack battles alcoholism and his own decline, he helps
Ally find the strength to let her talent shine. (135 min.)
—Glen Starkey

PICK

VENOM
What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
Ruben Fleischer (Zombieland, Gangster Squad) directs
Tom Hardy as Eddie Brock, a former investigative
journalist whose TV show is dedicated to taking down evil
corporations and, later, becomes the host for an alien symbiote
named Venom. (112 min.) 
—Karen Garcia

PICK

Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

GET A LITTLE MORE COLORFUL EVERY WEEK

SantaMariaSun.com/art/
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PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS IN OUR
ANNUAL HOLIDAY
GUIDE. THE
GUIDE WILL BE A
PULLOUT MIDDLE
SECTION IN BOTH
NEW TIMES AND
THE SUN.

6-12 years
of age

Let the
festivities
begin!
All things holiday from
November to January!

Children
under 5
dine free
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There’s No Substitute for Quality!
SANTA MARIA - NOW OPEN!
LOMPOC
985 E. Betteravia
1413 North H Street
BUELLTON
GOLETA (THE ORIGINAL)
205 East Hwy 246
5735 Hollister
MILPAS
DOWNTOWN SB
216 South Milpas
628 State Street
LA CUMBRE PLAZA
ISLA VISTA
3890 La Cumbre Lane Norte
888 Embarcadero Del

MARKET YOUR
GREAT GIFT
OFFERINGS AND
HAPPENINGS TO
OUR READERS
IN THIS THEMED
GUIDE THAT WILL
RUN IN BOTH
NEW TIMES AND
THE SUN.

It’s not
too late!
Get your last-minute
gift ideas in front of
our readers.

SUN CIRCULATION

18,000
Contact your
sales rep today!

805.347.1968

ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM
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FOOD

Welcome to
the kitchen
Viet Kitchen comes to Santa
Maria with a promising start

ROLL IT UP: Cha giò are crispy Vietnamese egg rolls with pork, noodles,
lettuce, and cucumber served with house-made sauce.

SHAKE IT UP: Bò lúc lac, a traditional Vietnamese dish made with filet
mignon and garlic, is one of the many dishes served at the newly opened
Viet Kitchen in Santa Maria.

PHOTOS BY REBECCA ROSE

BY REBECCA ROSE

S

anta Maria just got something it
really needs—a new Vietnamese
restaurant.
The recently opened Viet Kitchen
on Skyway Drive is just what Santa
Marians on the south side of town
need, and from what I can tell, really
want. Vietnamese cuisine is some of
the world’s best comfort food, and the
restaurant is off to a good start with
their take.
The interior of Viet Kitchen feels
sleek and modern, fitting right into
the shopping center next to the already
hipper-than-thou Burgerim. I love
the aesthetic, combining industrial
elements with traditional Vietnamese
art (the paintings come from an artist
in Vietnam). With the new Santa Maria
Brewery tasting room coming in next to
it, Viet Kitchen might just be in the best
spot in town for a new restaurant. It’s easy
to access from Skyway Drive, parking
is abundant (for now), and everything
around it is bright and pretty. Plus, it’s
a short walk from Waller Park, should
you happen to be one of those cool
suburbanites who enjoy a stroll followed
by a hearty dinner.
The menu at Viet Kitchen is
approachable and familiar; appetizers
offer a range of different styles of egg
rolls, including spring rolls served with
peanut sauce, a popular favorite. I had
the spring rolls, which were very fresh
and herbaceous, and the sauce was thick
and flavorful.
Cha giò are deep fried egg rolls with
vermicelli noodles and pork. At Viet
Kitchen they come served with a house
sauce that was frankly a little confusing
for me. It tasted a little oily, I wasn’t
sure if it was meant to be hot or sweet,
and it was a little flat but could easily
be improved. The rolls themselves were
excellent, crispy on the outside and
savory on the inside.
Most people know by now what pho
is and why it’s such a popular soup. It’s
part of why Vietnamese food has enjoyed
more popularity in America. The secret
to any good pho is the broth; it’s what
helps define and differentiate each
Vietnamese restaurant from the next.
Viet Kitchen’s pho comes in several
varieties including a version made with
rare tri-tip, a nice shout-out to Santa Maria.

PHO THE PEOPLE: Viet Kitchen offers traditional Vietnamese food such as pho and various rice and noodle dishes. The restaurant
recently opened on Skyway Drive.

The kitchen is open

Viet Kitchen is located at 3456 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria.
Call (805) 862-4790.

They also have meatball, chicken, vegetarian, and
a combination version, which I had. The meat was
good and the meatballs especially were tasty and the
serving came with an ample amount of them, always
a good sign of an attentive chef.
The broth was a little disappointing. I was
expecting it to be filled with the flavors of a
traditional broth, spicy and warm. Instead,
it was a bit one-note, devoid of anything that
would make it distinctive or remarkable. I
tasted salt and a bit of generic stock. Hopefully
over time they will develop more flavor in an
otherwise exceptional meal because the noodles

were quite good and so was the meat.
One of my favorite dishes is something called bò
lúc lac, sometimes referred to as shaking beef. Beef,
especially the filet mignon used in Viet Kitchen’s
take, is considered a luxury, so the dish is often served
at formal or fine dining events. It’s basically a sauteed
beef dish served with garlic and peppers, and the
garlic is key. Viet Kitchen’s beef was tender and the
sauce was very good, but I missed the heavier garlic
flavors I’ve had with the dish in the past.
They also have a good selection of vermicelli
dishes, which include cucumbers, lettuce,
carrots, and herbs. The vegetarian bowl offers a
lot fresh vegetables and a tasty portion of tofu,
but overall it was a bit under seasoned.
Viet Kitchen also serves beer and wine and
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More Than Just Award Winning Pizza!

Fall Has Arrived!
Restaurant and Bakery
Locally owned and operated

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH!

Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm
Sun: 7am–8pm

EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS
119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.623.7111
belloforno.com
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Order Your Holiday Pies Today!

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt
(805) 937-1871

Fall Cellar
Series
“Red Leader”

SERVING
PATRICIO’S
PIZZA

Same
Great
Pizza!
Same Great Taste!

Featuring

Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!
NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Promoted by Jake Rooney

SATURDAY, OCT 27TH

TEQUILA TERROR II
BLAST 825 BACK TO ROONEY’S STYLE

21+ • 9PM

Great Catch Photography

A smooth 12.1% ABV Bourbon
Barrel Aged American Strong Ale

165 S. Broadway #102, Old Orcutt
3569 Sagunto Street, Santa Ynez

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

www.naughtyoak.com

OTO805EATS.com

MUSIC PROVIDED BY

DJ
SPARX
DOORS OPEN AT 9PM | ADMISSION $5 | DRESS CODE:
SEXY & SCARY COSTUMES
TRIP GIVEAWAYS: PUERTO VALLARTA, RIVIERA MAYA, LAS VEGAS
PHOTO BOOTH - LATE NIGHT TACO BAR | DOOR PRIZES AND MORE

(Open 7 days a week)

Mon- Thurs 11am to 9pm | Fri 11am to 10pm
Sat 10am to 10pm | Sunday 10am to 9pm

FREE

Breakfast Served All Day!
Sit down or Order to Go

Beer, Margaritas & Wine Mixers

Authentic Made-from-Scratch Mediterranean Cuisine

SCALE: None

Kid’s Halloween on October 27th

VIEWING: Logo

- Bounce House to play in
from 12pm-6pm
- Face Painting 2pm-6pm
- Balloon Giveaway
- Candy for Trick-O-Treaters

On October 31st All kids in costume will get a FREE kid’s meal
with the purchase of 1 adult entrée & drink
(Max 2 FREE kid’s meal per adult purchase)

122 E. Boone Street, Santa Maria · 805-347-1112

241 S. Broadway • Orcutt
(805) 934-3777
www.rooneysirishpub.net
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STOP IDLING
Get the motor runnin’ on that sale
with FREE classifieds!
Private parties: list your Auto/Boat Sales for FREE in
our Classifieds section. Send up to 30 words + 1 image to
classifieds@santamariasun.com, subject line: FREE
AUTO/BOAT AD. Your ad will appear in print and online!

SantaMariaSun.com

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

$ .56 + tax

$ .63 + tax

Exp.11/1/18

Exp. 11/1/18

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

5

4

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• The Century Room Restaurant
offering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar offering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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allows you to eat at the countertop bar if you
want a more casual dining experience. The
wine list (you can opt for full bottles) is a great
feature considering how popular wine bars are in
Santa Maria right now. The venue carries a few
local wines including Wild Horse chardonnay,
Meiomi pinot noir, and Hidden Crush cabernet.
Another bright spot at the venue is service.

Servers are polite and friendly, and for a
relatively new establishment the staff does a
great job of getting everything to the customer
hot and in a timely manner.
My prediction is Viet Kitchen will be a popular
restaurant, so if you want to get in on the buzz
before it’s hard to get a table, now is the time. ❍
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is shaking her
beef. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SY KITCHEN

• SY Kitchen makes the best mushroom pasta dish
(pictured right) ever—and I hate mushrooms, so
you should believe me when I tell you it’s good. Made
with fresh wild mushrooms, thyme, Parmigiano
cheese, the dish is earthy and fresh and the cheese
works great with the mushrooms. Try it at 1110
Faraday St., Santa Ynez.
• We’re getting a new brewery in town thanks
to Coastal Star Brewing Company. The brewer
plans to launch in the old Dorothy’s Country
Oak Furniture building. I for one am very excited
about being able to drink more excellent beer
even closer to home. I’ll let you know when they
officially open at 3388 Orcutt Road, Santa Maria.
• And sunrise, sunset—as one new place
opens another local favorite closes. Naughty
Oak Brewing Company has closed their
taproom in Santa Ynez. It will be sorely missed,
but they are still open at their location at 165
Broadway St., suite No. 102, Orcutt.
• Thanks to my bestie Lauren, I recently attended
a wine pickup party at Riverbench Vineyard and
Winery featuring a performance by Nataly Lola.
Their featured wine for club members is blanc de
blanc, part of their Cork Jumper sparkling wine
series (which is delicious). On Oct. 27, the venue will
be hosting a pumpkin decorating contest. Tickets
are $10, and one pumpkin and decorating supplies
are provided with each ticket. The event lasts from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; reservations can be made online at
riverbench.com/visit-us. The venue is located at 6020
Foxen Canyon Road, Santa Maria.
• Santa Ynez Valley Marriott’s 555 Lounge and
Bar has some great new dishes on the menu thanks
to Chef James Gentry, who recently came on board
as executive chef. The carnitas tacos (pictured
below) are just one of the many new dishes you can
find at 555 McMurray Road, Buellton.
• California Folk School has some interesting
food-themed classes coming up in the next few

weeks. From Water to Fire: Preparing Local
Seafood will teach you how to to filet a fish,
shuck oysters, and open an urchin, which all
seem like very important foodie life skills. The
class is Nov. 3 from 2 to 7 p.m. and costs $120
per person. Make your reservations early because
classes fill up quickly. Register at cal-folk.com.
• I recently got to sample some of the
sourdough bread made by Three Flies on a
Knife, and they are really doing some creative
work. Their sourdough loaf is a crusty, flavorful
treat that is perfect for pairing with cheese and
wine at a picnic. Plus I got a sourdough yeast
starter kit of my own to try my hand at it—I’ll
tell you more about that later. To find out more
about the bakers, visit them on Instagram at
instagram.com/threefliesonaknife.
• On Oct. 14, BBQ In the Stix announced
on Facebook the passing of staff member Nick
Antonio. “It is with heavy hearts that we share
with you the loss of our friend and brother
[Antonio],” the post stated. “If you have been to
our truck I am sure you have seen him. He was
the guy with a heart of gold. We are thankful to
have had the time we had with him and already
miss him beyond words.” ❍

PHOTO COURTESY OF 555 BAR AND LOUNGE

Authentic Mexican Food
• Homemade Tortillas Made Fresh Daily •

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

The Classies
KEEP IT CLASSY–FOR FREE!

If you’re a private party, run free classified ads for Sales & Auto/Boat sections online & in print!
Check us out online at CLASSIFIEDS.SANTAMARIASUN.COM
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1531 B. S. Broadway, Santa Maria • 805-346-8983

Great tasting food...
ALWAYS FRESH!

Only Local Wine
From Only Small
Producers

FOR SALE
PENDING

165 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt
(in the Old Doc Burnsteins location)
805-631-0496
vinoetamicis.com

Sun 12-7 / Tue 4-8
Wed & Thurs 1-8
Fri 1-10 / Sat 12-10

1130 E. Clark Ave. #160, Orcutt
(805) 938-7958

(mention this ad for 10% off any purchase)

Gourmet
Steak House
Tues-Thurs 4-9 / Fri- Sat 4-10

603 Redbud Court
Santa Maria

604 W. Lee

Upgraded 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms,
2 car gar, New Roof & New
Water Heater Completed in
May 2018, New Carpet done
in June 2017, New Concrete
Driveway completed in
October 2015, New Cabinets
done in 2008, Great NW
Location, Close to Schools
& Shopping, Alley Access to
Backyard, don’t miss out,
please call today!
$329,999

FOR RENT

Sunday Brunch 9:30am -3pm

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANT!

(805) 574-4140 • 151 W. Dana St, Nipomo
theburtonhouseandgrill.com

SANTA MARIA
4554 Lamplighter Ln.
5 bd, 3 ba.
$2,600/mo + $2,600/dep
GUADALUPE
174 San Miguel Ct.
3 bd, 2 ba.
$2,200/mo + $2,200/dep

(805) 440-3722

thetamalelady7@gmail.com

$679,000
Open Sunday
1–3pm
Hosted by
Jeannie Bassett-Lambert

(805)714-6444

CalBRE#01360443

233 Jullien
Santa Maria

Western Village Shopping Ctr
2025 S. Broadway Ste B, SM
(805) 287-9442
M-Sat 11am-7pm

Greco Realty Inc.

805-922-0599
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

325 Hassett Court
Santa Maria

$429,900
Open Sunday
11am–2pm
Hosted by

Stephanie Souza-Breault

(805) 440-0678

CalBRE#01980090

304 Siratt
Santa Maria

$399,900

$499,900

Open Sunday
12–2pm

Open Saturday
12–2pm

Hosted by
Tni LeBlanc
(805) 878-9879

Hosted by
Tni LeBlanc
(805) 878-9879

www.233Jullien.info

Serving Santa Maria
& Surrounding Areas

Tamales • Tacos • Catering & More!

Open HOuse

CalDRE #01871795

1646 Capitola
Santa Maria

www.304Siratt.info

CalDRE #01871795

202 Fuentes Dr.
Guadalupe

Photo
Needed
$409,000

$449,430

Open Saturday
12–2pm

Open Sat–Sun,
11am-5pm

Hosted by
Sandra Cervantes
(805)310-3161

Hosted by
Laura Passmore

CalDRE #01948795

BRE #01187642

www.1646Capitola.info

(805) 343-6000
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Patrick Chandler
AND MORE!

Beautiful Home

Sales Manager | NMLS ID 632885

Office 805.361.7202
Mobile 805.588.2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/pchandler

Looking for that big special room that could be used as a big family room, game room or
shop. This beautiful custom home located in Sunrise Hills might be exactly what you’re
looking for. On the house plans is what was called a “Hobby Room” and is 420 SQ FT
(21.6x20). There is truly pride of ownership and is located on a cul-de-sac. Besides a
large formal Dining Room, there is a large eat in kitchen area to accommodate your family.
(SK943) $499,900

Kate Ferguson
Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 328481

Office 805.361.7203
Mobile 805.331.6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
Sr. Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 633243

Office 805.361.7295
Mobile 805.310.3157
Se Habla Español
MEstrada@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/mestrada

Beautiful Turnkey Home
In desirable Orcutt Area. 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with gorgeous laminate flooring in
most of the home. Huge backyard as well as RV parking with full concrete area for your boat
or RV. Indoor laundry and tons of storage in the fully finished garage. Make an appointment
to see this beautiful home today! (CO120) $435,000

(805) 922-7884
1107 S. Broadway,
Santa Maria
& REAL ESTATE
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Rare Tepusquet Canyon
Property with 3 homes! Possibilities galore! Three adorable homes on 60 oak-studded
acres with beautiful, serene surroundings. Could be the perfect setup for a family
compound or live in one and rent out the other two. All units were built by owner and
have been lovingly and very well maintained. Two 2 bedroom/1 bathroom units and
one 3 bedroom/2 bathroom unit. All have indoor laundry, living room, dining area and
individual storage sheds to match each house. A must see! Make an appointment to view
this unique property today! (TE302) $839,990

Lic. #01208988

936 Provance Ave,
Santa Maria
This 3 bedroom, 3
bathroom, 1,927 SF
home shows pride
of ownership, well
maintained and
move in ready. Includes purified drinking water
system. Nice sized landscaped backyard with
large patio for weekend BBQ’s. Easy access in
and out of subdivision. $410,000

Larry L. Bachman
Western Vista Real Estate

805-714-7450 cell · 805-922-7884 office
larryleebachman@yahoo.com · CalDRE#01713415

CONDO/TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT

Now Leasing
In Orcutt

LEAD GENERATION
WANTED TO BUY

CASH FOR
ANTIQUE GUNS!

Old West, Indian and Civil War
items, stone Indian bowls.
Private collector. 805-6100903

Are you
holding
An open
house?

Oxidized headlights are unsafe
due to poor visibility!

Advertise it right
here for just

7-stage
mobile
headlight
restoration
that comes
to you.

Contact your
sales rep today!

(805) 478-3299

805.347.1968
advertising@
santaMariasUn.coM

See all our listings at www.WhyUSAProperties.net
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Call today for more info
(805) 623-7445

Call Ty with 805 Digital
Advertising 805-305-8259
www.805digitaladvertising.
com

AUTO DETAILING

$25!

5400 Telephone Road, Santa Maria • (805) 922-0660

GUARANTEED
LEADS FOR YOUR
BUSINESS! 1ST
WEEK FREE!

Felix's Automotive Detailing

FINANCIAL SERVICES

•Bookkeeping •Accounting
•Office Management •Taxes

CLA
Business
Solutions
805-406-4706

CARS
2011 Subaru Forester 2.5X Sport Utility AWD,
4 cylinder only 50k miles!
Tint, new tires and one
owner. Like New! $15,999
Call 661-305-1434

General Contractor

Grow your
business!

• Remodels
• Additions
• Repairs

VEHICLES WANTED

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725
SELL YOUR RV!
• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs
• We come to you!

805-347-1968
jsimko@santamariasun.com

Over 30 years
experience

DK Construction

• CA$H ON THE SPOT

• All cars, trucks, SUVs
• We come to you!

Contact Jeff Simko!

No job too
big or small

Call Dan
(805)-929-2594
or (805) 714-8799

CSLB#755198

SPIRITUAL

Want to grow
cannabis but don’t
know how?

WOMEN SEEKING MEN

ASK SABRINA

@ AskSabrina.com 805-4414707 30 years of old world
Tarot reading. Personable
private locations & parties.
By appointment only.

Let us set up and maintain your
discreet in-home garden.

MOTOR MORE IMPORTANT THAN CHASSIS

Sincere Woman 61. I’m an Entrepreneur, inventor, and nature
enthusiast, who enjoys healthy and
delicious food, and seeks similar in
male. I’m looking for my last love.
805-886-7849

ACUPRESSURE

$39 One Hour Massage
Chinese Acupressure
Foot & Body Massage

Ocean Acupressure
805-322-8223

STOP
TRIPPIN’

Trimming and harvest included.
You save $ · Quality assured · Discounts for Seniors & Veterans!

Cannabis Cultivation Service

Helpugrow.net

License #39576

CONTACT US TODAY!
805-354-9895 or info@helpugrow.net

727 E. Main St • Santa Maria

Open daily 9am – 10pm

$5 Off with this ad!

MASSAGE THERAPY

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725
Marketplace

Home
& Garden
santamariasun.com

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS
BARAJAS
CONSTRUCTION INC.

40 years experience, available
24/7. New and old, commercial
and residential. Roofing, termite,
painting and kitchen. Call 805331-5566

HANDY PERSON
HANDYMAN
GETERDUN

Any home project! dale@GetErDunhandyman.com or 805-3109950.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

For Strong Results

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

LAWN & GARDEN

ALEJANDRO’S
GARDENING
• Gardening
• Lawn Maintenance
• Tree Trimming
• Artificial Grass
• Sod Installation
& more.

Great prices!
805-714-0238

***NOTICE***

ALL ADS IN THIS CATEGORY ARE FOR THERAPEUTIC NON-SEXUAL
MASSAGE ONLY!

Spa Massa
n
e
d
l
ge
2018
Go
5 OFF

$

SPECIAL!

800 Broadway Ste. B1
Santa Maria

(805) 922-2133

Free up your space by
advertising in a FREE space.
Private parties can list
their For Sale items for FREE
in our Classifieds section.
Send up to 30 words +
1 image to classifieds@
santamariasun.com,

Grand Opening
Yu Day Spa
Massage
(626) 425-8789

1121 S. Broadway, Santa Maria

subject line: FREE CLASSY.
Your ad will appear in print
and online, hassle free.
We’re here to help you stop
trippin’ over it and get rid of it!

FREE
DELIVERY!*

Quality Flowers * Veterans Discount
FREE Goodie Bag * 4 Gram 1/8’s
BEST Edibles * Variety of Concentrates
*SPECIAL: Sun–Tues, Buy 2 Get 1 FREE*

GO GREEN

CARE
Chronic Deli
*$50 Delivery Min.
Call for Details.

Re-sale License # SRGH103-052548

877-420-FORU
CHRONIC PAIN?
INSOMNIA? ANXIETY?
KEEP YOUR CARD FOR PRIVACY

Medical Marijuana Evaluations
with local licensed physician David G. Balter, MD (30 years experience)

MEDICAL CANNABIS INFORMATION
AND TREATMENT PLANS

Follow us on
social media!

New: $75 · Renewal: $65

WITH THIS AD

@SantaMariaSun
#SantaMariaSun

NEW

SantaMariaSun.com

Renew by phone. Call today!

805-481-1181 · WALK INS WELCOME
OPEN: Wed-Fri 10am–2pm & 3–5pm
405 E. Branch St, Ste. 100, Arroyo Grande

www.santamariasun.com • October 25 - November 1, 2018 • Sun • 39

Locally owned
and operated
for 39 years

The best natural
Mozambique Garnet,
ruby-red fancy cushion
cut in 14K gold with
diamonds

225 E. Main St., Santa Maria

805-928-4108

www.fischersjewelry.com

1 HR. MASSAGE

Appearing Saturday Nov 3rd
2:00pm - 5:00pm

Welcome Fall...

Just $35! (Reg. $46)

novelist and
radio & print
journalist

FREE

SECOND OPINION

(Includes Diagnostic X-Ray(s))

VALUED
AT $319

Expires
11/30/18

426 E. Barcellus Suites #101 & 102

Zombie Apocalypse?

EPIC MASSAGE
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM

Santa Maria (805) 925-8767

Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

Straighten your smile and

FREE EYE GLASS TUNE UP

WIN THIS CAR!

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

805-925-8880

805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

ALWAYS WITH A SMILE

2018 VW Jetta Wolfsburg Edition

HAVE NO FEAR
RISING SUN High Quality,
Serious Fun for
IS HERE!
Kids & Adults

Rising Sun Martial Arts Academy

(805) 264-5242

3420 Orcutt Road Suite 203 (upstairs), Santa Maria
risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

Visit us on
Facebook &
Instagram for
entry info.
*Diamond
Plus
Provider

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM
(805) 347-4444

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!
1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com
Mention this ad for
a Military discount

Shop Local reserve your space today

1140 E. Clark Ave. #160 · 934-4801
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm · Sat 10am-2pm

www.orcuttlensmasters.com

SAKE

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900

SUSHI 805

A L L Y O U C A N E AT S U S H I & B B Q

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

SUSHI

#1

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

NEW
LUNCH
SPECIALS
AT 805 &
SAKE #2

Sake

Sushi#2

KOREAN BBQ & SUSHI

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

