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Learn which businesses, organizations, and people really rev our readers’
engines in the Northern Santa Barbara County Best Of 2018 [24]

YOUR CHANCE
TO BE HEARD! [15]

NEWS

People’s Self-Help Housing
opens new complex [8]

MUSIC

New Times Music Awards
call for new music [90]

ARTS

Tonya Romano Schultz shows
at Cypress Gallery [93]

Thank you!
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E

very year the Sun asks locals to name the businesses that
inspire them to turn the ignition key and cruise across
town to visit, and our readers raced to vote for their
favorites for the Best Of Northern Santa Barbara County
2018. Now in its 18th year, Best Of is calibrated to share the
most skilled, talented, and well-loved businesses, organizations,
HONK fOr tHE BEst: Best Of Northern
and individuals with the community, so more locals leave tracks
Santa Barbara County 2018 celebrates
on their way to the winners [24].
every local business, organization, or
individual that really revs our readers’
Also this week, a Lompoc dance studio sells after conflict
engines. Find out the winners that left
with the city [7] , People’s Self-Help Housing opens a new
everyone else in the dust.
complex for farmworkers [8] , the New Times Music Awards
want to hear what you’ve got [90] , a local painter shows her
work at the Cypress Gallery [93] , bikes and more will descend on downtown Lompoc [95] ,
and Pico in Los Alamos is cooking up something new [98].
Joe Payne,
Managing Editor

Cover illustration by Alex Zuniga > Cover Design by Alex Zuniga
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BRIEFS
Political Watch
• Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-California) plugged her bill,
the Keep Families Together Act, in her opening statements
as the Senate Judiciary Committee’s hearing on July 31
on family reuniﬁcation efforts as ranking member of the
committee. The bill, introduced with 31 other Democrats
including Sen. Kamala Harris (D-California), would seek to
reunify all the children separated from their families from
the Trump administration’s zero-tolerance policy. “I hope the
administration ofﬁcials are ready today to give us the ofﬁcial
ﬁgures on reuniﬁed children and how it plans to ensure that
no further infringements on the constitutional rights of the
parent and the child to be together,” Feinstein said. “I look
forward to the hearing, and to the witnesses, and working
with my colleagues to get legislation enacted very quickly.”

• Sen. Kamala Harris (D-California) issued a statement on
July 27 after a decision by Senate Republicans that blocked
years’ worth of documents related to Supreme Court nominee
Brett Kavanaugh’s career with the administration of
President George W. Bush. Harris, a member of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, argued that Kavanaugh’s time a Bush’s
staff secretary were “absolutely relevant to his nomination.”
“The American people deserve to know the full extent of Judge
Kavanaugh’s involvement and inﬂuence in critical decisions
during those years, including President Bush’s policy decisions
authorizing use of torture and warrantless wiretapping, and
Kavanaugh’s work on President Bush’s judicial nominations,”
Harris said in the statement. “The majority’s opposition to
transparency is as new as it is dangerous. When Justice
Sonia Sotomayor was nominated, Democrats worked with
Republicans to produce her records for meeting minutes for
a board she served on, despite having had a 17-year judicial
record. When Justice Elena Kagan was nominated, Democrats
worked with Republicans to obtain her full records from her
time in the White House.” That same day, Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-California), the Judiciary Committee’s ranking
member, wrote a letter to the National Archives, criticizing
the agency for declining to provide the records to Senate
Democrats. “In your letter, you indicate that the authority
to make requests under the special access provision of the
Presidential Records Act ‘lies exclusively with the chair of the
committee,” Feinstein wrote. “Your unduly restrictive reading
of the law results in one political party having complete
control over what records the Senate will be able to see
before deciding whether a nominee should receive a lifetime
appointment to the Supreme Court of the United States. As
the ranking Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Committee, I
am shocked that you would provide materials in response to
a request from one side and not the other.”
• State Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-Santa Barbara) saw
a bill she authored signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown on
July 18. Senate Bill 1331 will expand law enforcement training
to include a “domestic violence lethality assessment, which
is a series of evidence-based questions that ﬁrst responders
can ask a domestic abuse victim to determine the risk of
homicide, serious injury, or re-assault,” according to a
release from Jackson’s ofﬁce. “Three women are murdered
by an intimate partner every day in the U.S.,” Jackson said.
“We must do more to help victims of domestic violence
access the tools they need to safely leave their partner
before it’s too late. SB 1331 will save lives by training law
enforcement ofﬁcers how to identify individuals in serious
risk of harm and connect them immediately with effective
community-based services.”
• Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham (R-Templeton)
recognized Grocery Outlet in Lompoc as the Business of
the Month for July, and congratulated the business in a
July 26 Facebook post. “Owners Aaron and Alix Crocker
were also recently recognized by the Lompoc Chamber of
Commerce with the Economic Vitality Award and they have
donated thousands to local organizations. Stop by their store
where they are currently holding a dog food drive to beneﬁt
Shadow’s Fund shelter,” Cunningham wrote. ❍
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Santa Barbara County has one
of highest poverty rates in state
Santa Barbara County’s poverty rate is the
third highest in the state, according to a new
report from the nonpartisan, nonprofit think
tank Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC).
The Central Coast county’s 23 percent poverty
rate trailed only Los Angeles (24.3) and Santa
Cruz (23.8) counties.
“The picture of poverty is quite different than
what you might expect based on the 1960s-era
official poverty estimates,” PPIC researcher
Sarah Bohn told KQED News. “It tends to be
higher on the coast, and some of that’s driven by
the high cost of living, but also by the fact that
in some of those places families are working and
less eligible for social safety net programs that
boost their income.”
The report issued in July found that more
than 14 percent of Californians lacked enough
resources, or around $24,000 for a family
of four, to meet basic needs in 2016. PPIC
explained this year’s rate declined from 2015’s of
15 percent, but was “well above the most recent
low” of 12.4 percent in 2007. It should be noted
that the official poverty line does not account for
the state’s housing costs or other critical family
expenses and resources.
Nearly one in five Californians were found
to not be living in poverty but still “lived fairly
close to the poverty line” and at least two-fifths
(more than 38 percent) of state residents were
declared “poor” or “near poor” in 2016.
Moreover, the report’s authors said poverty
statewide is higher once key family needs and
resources were factored in.
The California Poverty Measure (CPM), a
joint research effort by PPIC and the Stanford
Center on Poverty and Inequality, is a more
comprehensive approach to gauging poverty in
California. It accounts for the cost of living and
a range of family needs and resources, including
social safety net benefits.
According to the CPM, 19.4 percent of
Californians (about 7.4 million) lacked enough
resources to meet basic needs in 2016—about
$31,000 per year for a family of four, nearly
$7,000 higher than the official poverty line.
Poverty was highest among children (21.3
percent) and lower among adults ages 18 to
64 (18.8 percent), and those age 65 and older
(18.7 percent). The overall poverty rate went
unchanged between 2015 and 2016, following
two years of decreases.
“Latinos and less-educated Californians
continue to have dramatically higher poverty
rates” the report’s authors added.
In 2016, 26.1 percent of Latinos lived in
poverty, compared with 18.9 percent of AfricanAmericans, 17.6 percent of Asian Americans,
and 13.5 percent of whites. Though poverty
among Latinos is down from 30.9 percent in
2011, Latinos remain disproportionately poor
(making up 52.8 percent of poor Californians
but 39.2 percent of all Californians). More
education continues to be associated with
strikingly lower poverty rates: The rate for adults
ages 25 through 64 with a college degree was 8.4
percent, compared with 34.5 percent for those
without a high school diploma.
This is not the first report out this month
detailing the state of Santa Barbara County’s poor.
The county’s 2017 Children’s Scorecard found
that 60,000 out 450,000 residents were living at or
below the federal poverty level. Of that number,
nearly 30 percent, or roughly 17,000, are children.
Barbara Finch, Children and Adult Network
director with the Santa Barbara County
Department of Social Services, recently told the
Sun that most of the county’s economic base was
“driven by low-paying jobs in the agricultural
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‘DRAMATICALLY HIGHER’ A new report from the Public Policy Institute of California found Santa Barbara County possessed the
third highest poverty rate in the state. Its authors noted that Latinos, less-educated citizens, and children were the most affected
populations.

and hospitality industries.”
The conditions, coupled with high housing
costs, are key factors in contributing to Santa
Barbara County having the highest child
poverty rate in the state, she said.
—Spencer Cole

Trivium Charter School to offer
additional on-campus day this fall

on-campus day could really help relieve some
parents’ schedules, while also offering new
opportunities for all Trivium families.
“This is our way of hitting both people who
really love homeschooling, and those who had
to homeschool because other things didn’t work
out,” Vais said.
The customizable nature of Flex Days should
fit with Trivium’s overall teaching model, Vais
said, which allows students to enroll in classes
and develop unique “learning plans” based on
their varying strengths and weaknesses.
A student who excels in math and struggles
with English can enroll in more challenging,
higher-level math classes while taking lowerlevel literature courses, Vais said. Meanwhile,
another student in the same grade could take an
entirely different set of courses.
“Lots of kids are uneven learners,” Vais said.
“So we really focus on personalizing that plan
for each student.”
Flex Days will be no different, and Vais said
that if the program is successful in Lompoc and
Santa Barbara, it will be implemented in all of
Trivium’s locations.
Roughly 780 students are registered to attend
Trivium schools this fall, Vais said, and first day
of school is Aug. 21.
—Kasey Bubnash

Incoming Trivium Charter School students
will have an extra day on campus to attend
various previously unoffered elective and
academic support classes starting this fall.
Flex Days will be offered every Wednesday at
Trivium’s Lompoc and Santa Barbara locations
this school year, according to Executive Director
Trisha Vais, who said the additional day on
campus will give students the opportunity to get
extra help and sign up for different classes.
Trivium, which has learning centers in
Santa Maria, Lompoc, Santa Barbara, Arroyo
Grande, and Atascadero, is a K-12 public
charter school system that allows families to
blend homeschooling practices with classroom
experiences.
Several subjects, including math, spelling, and
reading comprehension, are taught at home at an
individual pace, Vais said, while subjects like history,
science, and music are taught by instructors at
NEWS continued page 7
Trivium’s learning centers twice a week.
While Trivium’s typical on-campus days
are mandatory, Flex Days will be optional,
and students and their parents will be
able to enroll in whichever subjects they
choose. Vais said the Lompoc and Santa
Barbara learning centers will each offer
Microclimate Weather Forecast
art-focused courses, including drama,
Dave Hovde
photography, and music one semester,
KSBY Chief Meteorologist
then Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) courses the next.
Career Technical Education classes
and academic support classes will also be
offered, Vais said.
The idea for Flex Days, “flex” as in
“flexible,” came from a recent parent
survey in which several Trivium parents
asked for extra support in select subjects,
COASTAL ➤ High 75 Low 56 COASTAL ➤ High 74 Low 55
and many other parents requested a wider
INLAND ➤ High 91 Low 56
INLAND ➤ High 90 Low 56
range of elective classes.
While Vais said a majority of Trivium’s
parents consider themselves avid
homeschoolers, others chose the charter
school purely for its flexibility. Parents with
unusual schedules—nurses, firefighters, or
police officers who would otherwise rarely
see their kids—often opt for Trivium.
COASTAL ➤ High 75 Low 56 COASTAL ➤ High 78 Low 56
But homeschooling can be challenging
INLAND ➤ High 90 Low 56
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for any parent, especially those with
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Voted Runner Up for the

Best Place to

Volunteer!
“It’s traumatic for children to be removed from
their homes even when they have suffered abuse
or neglect. They have to learn to trust again and
accept love again. We get to see that happen.”
-Lisa Murray, CASA volunteer
Become a CASA Volunteer - Apply Today

SBCASA.ORG
volunteer@sbcasa.org
805-868-8890

CASA of Santa
Barbara County
may have been the
runner up for best
place to volunteer...

But our

volunteers

are truly the best around!
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Missing the pointe
Dance studio may move
despite being granted youth
center status
BY SPENCER COLE

W

hen Angela Mill and her husband, Mason,
built their several-thousand-square-foot
dance studio in Old Town Lompoc, it was
a dream come to life.
But in recent months, the owners of the Classical
School of Ballet say they felt as if they’ve been living
in a nightmare.
“This has been hell,” Angela said, as she weaved
between a line of small orange cones, one piece of
an obstacle course set up for the class of 8-andunder kids prepped to arrive in small packs over the
next 30 minutes for a lesson. The radio is playing
Mozart in the background at 124 South J St. today,
and students clad in pink tights and black leotards
are already filing into the main room.
It’s a usual sight for her dance studio, Angela
said: music, fun, kids. And it’s why she’s confused
that it took the Lompoc City Council so long to
agree that her business was, by definition, a youth
center. The designation is important because it
means that prospective cannabis business owners
can’t set up shop within 600 feet.
Under Proposition 64, the state statute that
legalized recreational marijuana, youth centers
are defined as “any public or private facility that
is primarily used to host recreational or social
activities for minors, including, but not limited
to, private youth membership organizatons or
clubs, social service teenage club facilities, video
arcades, or similar amusement parks.”
Originally, the council voted to give all studios
the designation, then, a month later, one council
member flipped his vote, stripping the protection.
An argument ensued between the Mills and the
city over the next two months, culminating in the
dance studio owners sending a letter to the council
threatening litigation.
Pressured by their attorney’s advice, and
potentially facing a lawsuit, the council finally opted
to create a buffer zone specifically for the Classical
School of Ballet on July 17. But it was too late for the
Mills, who had already put the building up for sale
and are now working through an agreement between
the potential buyer and their bank.

NEWS from page 4

USDA grant program serves as
reminder for needed work on
Central Coast
On July 30, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) announced a series of
grants and loans it awarded to help upgrade and
rebuild rural water infrastructure.
“[The] USDA is committed to being a strong
partner to rural communities in building their
futures,” assistant to the Secretary for Rural
Development Anne Hazlet stated. “All people—
regardless of their zip code—need modern,
reliable infrastructure to thrive, and we have
found that when we address this need, many
other challenges in rural places become much
more manageable.”
The funding is provided through the Water
and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant program.
It can be used to finance drinking water,
stormwater drainage, and waste disposal systems
for rural communities with 10,000 or fewer
residents. The USDA’s latest investment totals
$164 million and spans 54 projects nationwide.
One of those projects, the only current
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The buyer, by the way? It’s a cannabis company
from out of town. When asked by the Sun about the
matter, the Mills said the fact didn’t bother them,
but what did irk the two was how the council had
handled their situation.
“I think they want to turn this whole area into
a pot hub,” Angela said. And local institutions like
hers, she added, are caught in the crossfire. “If they
don’t want to take care of kids in a dance studio,
who will they take care of?”

Differing definitions
On Feb. 23 of this year, almost two weeks
before council members addressed the issue
at their regular meeting, Angela wrote a letter,
asking the council to follow the state law that
already protects schools from having people
selling or growing pot too close to them. “I
imagine this buffer is to protect minors,” she
wrote, adding that while her business may be
privately owned, she’d appreciate her studio
also being provided that safety net.
“We need to be proactive to keep our
children safe, and the majority (90 percent) of
my clientele are minors under the age of 18.”
In a split vote on March 6, the council
decided to grant the status to all the city’s
dance studios, with Mayor Bob Lingl and
Councilmembers Jim Mosby and Jenelle
Osborne in favor and Victor Vega and Dirk
Starbuck dissenting. That night, City Attorney
Joe Pannone presented a document showing
that all five studios within Lompoc had minors
making up at least 80 percent of their clientele,
with four having more than 90 percent.
Based on that criteria, Pannone told the
council he believed all five of the studios met
the definition of “youth center.”
Then, just about a month later,
Councilmember Mosby changed his vote.
On April 3, he made a motion to remove the
designation. It was quickly passed with the help
of Vega and Starbuck. At the meeting, Mosby said
he flip-flopped after he took time to research how
the state defined youth centers and argued that the
businesses operated for limited hours.
After the vote, Angela wrote to the parents of her
students calling for them to sign a petition asking the
council to change course. She said more than 1,200
people ultimately signed on to the initiative.
On April 9, her husband, Mason, sent an
email to the council members asking Mosby,
Vega, and Starbuck why they had gone against

their attorney’s advice in removing the buffer
zones. He wrote that the council’s two main
arguments—that the studio’s operating hours
were limited and they didn’t cater “exclusively”
to minors—were inherently flawed.
Months passed and the email remained
unanswered. Then the Mills’ attorney sent a
letter to the city threatening legal action. That
day, Councilmember Mosby emailed the couple.
“I understand your situation and if you would
like to discuss the matter further, I would be more
than willing to meet you,” he said in the email.
On June 1, the Mills drove to Mosby’s business
in town where they allege that he falsely told them a
similar lawsuit in Grover Beach had already failed.
“He suggested we do not go for litigation but try
to jump through more hoops to try to become a
youth center a different way,” Mason said.
But the Mills were unswayed and told the Sun
it was hard to trust Mosby after he reversed his
decision the first time and then didn’t respond
to their letter for months.
At the council’s meeting four days later,
Angela spoke during public comment and asked
why a gymnastic center “with similar clientele”
and hours to her school was provided youth
center protections and not hers.
“There’s no rational basis for treating dance
different than gymnastics” Mill said. “Yet, the city
has inexplicably and arbitrarily chosen to do so.”
That night, Mayor Lingl made a council

request to address the issue but only received a
second from councilmember Osborne and the
motion died on the floor.
Councilmembers Mosby, Vega, and Starbuck
could not be reached before the Sun’s press time
after several requests for comment.
The Mills did ultimately win their fight,
at least in part, when the council reached a
settlement with the dance studio granting it
specific designation and a buffer zone on July
17. But the process dragged on for so long that
they put the building up for sale and eventually
entered escrow with an unnamed business.
Later they discovered the company was an outof-town cannabis firm.
When asked if she found the situation ironic,
Angela said: “Not for me so much because
we’re not against pot, that’s the thing everyone
seems to forget. We just wanted to protect the
kids, our clients, and our business. We built
this down here because the city was promoting
locals to make things better in Old Town more
than 20 years ago. But now,” she paused, before
gazing over to a wall plastered with former
students’ multi-colored paint handprints from
when they were kids.
“It’s heartbreaking,” she began. “I cry every day
when I think we might have to leave this place.” m

iteration in this round of funding for California,
involves more than $13 million in loans and
grants to upgrade a wastewater treatment plant
for Quincy and East Quincy, in Plumas County.
Eligible rural communities and water districts
can apply online for funding to maintain,
modernize, or build water and wastewater
systems. They can visit the interactive RD Apply
tool, or can apply through one of USDA Rural
Development’s state or field offices.
In fiscal year 2018, Congress provided
a historic level of funding for water and
wastewater infrastructure. The 2018 Omnibus
spending bill includes $5.2 billion for USDA
loans and grants, up from $1.2 billion in the
previous year. The bill also directs Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue to make investments
in rural communities with the greatest
infrastructure needs.
Despite none of the current grants or funds
coming to the Central Coast this time, the need
for a overhaul on the area’s aging water systems is
well known by operators and local politicians, like
Congressman Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara).
On April 23, Rep. Carbajal held a roundtable in
Santa Barbara with water district managers from
all across Santa Barbara County, including Santa
Maria, Lompoc, Vandenberg Village, Buellton,
Solvang, Carpinteria, Goleta, and Montecito.

The meeting’s focus was to generate feedback
on a bill Carbajal helped draft called the Water
Infrastructure and Resiliency and Sustainability
Act of 2018.
The legislation would establish a grant
program for five years administered by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The money
is currently proposed to arrive in $50 million
annual installments to recipients.
“It’s different than other programs
because this one focuses on creating resilient
infrastructure and expanding water quality
and conservation, including wastewater,”
Carbajal explained at the meeting, adding that
he co-authored the bill with Rep. Tom Reed
(R-Corning).
The bill was referred to the House subcommittee
on Water, Power, and Ocean on May 1, where it has
remained with little traction since.
“Natural disasters, like the one we
experienced during the Montecito debris flow,
show us the importance of building resilient
infrastructure as we grapple with the effects
of climate change and an ongoing drought
crisis,” Carbajal stated. “This legislation will
provide critical support to local agencies and
governments choosing to be proactive and
undertaking projects that strengthen their
water infrastructure’s adaptability as the

impacts of climate change continue to become
more severe.”
On Aug. 6, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
plans to release roughly 10,000 acre feet of
water from Bradbury Dam to help recharge
groundwater basins along the Santa Ynez
River downstream. It’s a stark contrast to the
winter, which although relatively dry, still had
an intense rain and flood event that killed 22
people in Montecito.
Daniel Swain, a climate scientist at UCLA’s
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability,
told the Sun in June that the state’s, and likewise
the county’s, water systems will be pushed to
the limit due to pronounced fluctuations in dry
and wet periods. So it’s not just droughts that
could strain water purveyors, but also, potential
devastating flood events.
“What we really see is a future that sort of
has these amplified extremes and they’re both
sort of indirectly driven by [rising global]
temperature,” he said, adding that relatively
rainless years were only one of the major issues
the state will have to grapple with in coming
years.
“There will come a time when a major flood
happens and it will not be a great time in
California when it does.” m
—Spencer Cole

CANNED HEAT: Lompoc’s largest dance studio may be on the move, even after convincing City Council members to grant their
business a youth center status.

Staff Writer Spencer Cole can be reached at
scole@santamariasun.com.
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Full house(s)
Peoples’ Self-Help Housing
welcomes farmworkers
to third low-income
development
BY KASEY BUBNASH

O

nly 34 of roughly 230 applicants were
accepted to live at Los Adobes de Maria III,
Peoples’ Self-Help Housing’s most recently
opened affordable housing development in
Santa Maria.
The complex, which features 22 two-bedroom
and 11 three-bedroom apartments, is the

GIVING THANKS: Incoming residents Elisabeth Dimas (left),
Lisandro Rojas, and their two children thank Peoples’ Self-Help
Housing staffers and partners at the Los Adobes de Maria III
grand opening celebration on July 27.

PHOTOS BY KASEY BUBNASH

third low-income housing development open to
farmworkers and their families in the neighborhood.
And while there are more than 150 units altogether
in Los Adobes de Maria I, II, and III, the neighboring
complexes have amassed a waitlist nearly 250
applicants strong, according to Peoples’ Self-Help
Housing President and CEO John Fowler.
“It was first come, first serve,” Fowler told the
Sun outside Los Adobes de Maria III on July 27,
where dozens of residents and community members
celebrated the development’s grand opening with
presentations, apartment tours, and lunch.
Applications for the recently completed units
began pouring in sometime during the fall of last
year, Fowler said, and Peoples’ Self-Help Housing
staff immediately started qualification checks.
Accepted applicants are all farmworkers—or the
families of farmworkers—earning no more than
60 percent of the area median income.
Lisandro Rojas, a Santa Maria resident who
works on his parents’ strawberry farm, said he
found out that he had been accepted to a threebedroom apartment in Los Adobes de Maria III
about two months ago, after years of searching for
affordable housing.
“We were relieved,” Rojas told the Sun, adding
that finding adequate housing for his family in
California has become increasingly difficult in
recent years. “It’s really hard. There aren’t many
affordable places with enough room.”
Rojas and Elisabeth Dimas live with their
two young children, and the couple said most
houses in the area are either small and run
down or totally unaffordable.
These apartments, Dimas said, are both
affordable and spacious. Both her kids will get
separate rooms. And while they waited for nearly
a year to find out whether or not they’d been

AMENITIES GALORE: Los Adobes de Maria III features 34 two- and three-bedroom apartments on three levels, on-site laundry and
support services, a playground, and barbecue pit.

accepted to Los Adobes de Maria III, Dimas said
that’s actually the shortest wait they’ve ever had.
“We’ve applied for other low-income apartments
before,” Dimas said, “and the waitlists were at least
two years long.”
Rojas and Dimas signed their new lease right
after the ceremony on July 27.
“We’re just thankful for the opportunity,”
Rojas said.
Although Los Adobes de Maria III is Peoples’
Self-Help Housing’s 53rd location on the Central
Coast, it’s the organization’s first Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
platinum certified project. LEED certification,
which is awarded by the U.S. Green Building
Council, is the most widely used green building
rating system in the world, and it provides a
standard for developers hoping to build truly

environmentally friendly facilities.
Los Adobes III’s compact design allows for
efficient energy performance, according to a
Peoples’ Self-Help Housing press release, and the
complex features landscaping that uses limited
conventional turf and drought-tolerant plants.
Each resident pays an adjustable rent based
on monthly income, and laundry facilities, a
barbecue and playground area, and support and
educational services are available on-site.
“This is a great project,” Rep. Salud Carbajal
(D-Santa Barbara) said at the grand opening,
adding that he lived in public housing as a child,
and that his father was a farmworker. “It’s 34
units, and it’s going to help 34 families.” ❍
Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash can be reached at
kbubnash@santamariasun.com.



Data protection means business security. Local, remote or both, our backup
technology keeps your data safer and more secure.


Access and recover your data from a hosted backup archive directly from the
backup portal. You keep 100% control of your business data.


From customizing your backup plan to ensuring your data is protected 24/7/365,
our team is always available to you.
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CLICK digwe.st/metrobackup
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spotlight on business

neWs

spotlight on: Community bank of santa Maria
Janet Silveria, CEO
bY spenCeR Cole

i

t’s been a year of change for the Community
Bank of Santa Maria. But that isn’t necessarily
a bad thing.
In fact, since the firm completed the sale
of its Lompoc branch on May 18, net income
increased by more than 130 percent, according
to Janet Silveria, the bank’s president and CEO.
The agreement between Bank of Sierra and
Community Bank of Santa Maria gave the
former an estimated $35 million in deposits
and “certain assets” of the Lompoc branch,
according to a statement issued by the two
parties on Jan. 23 of this year.
This July, the Santa Maria Bank announced it
netted approximately $815,000 in one-time net
earnings from the sale.
Silveria at the time called the Lompoc
branch’s sale a “strategic move to divest of a
division that was underperforming bank goals”
and that it allowed the company to “focus on
their primary Santa Maria Valley” market.
“Community Bank of Santa Maria has
experienced tremendous growth in loans and
deposits in our primary market of Santa Maria,”
she said in a statement. “This move provides us
the opportunity to focus all our bank resources
on that niche market and improves the overall
financial strength of the organization.”
The strategy appears to be working, at
least for now. In May, The Findley Reports,
an organization that analyzes financial
institutions, their performance, and the

California banking industry, named the Santa
Maria firm as one of the “premier performing”
banks in the state.
“We believe that says a lot about our local
economy and its direct reflection on a true
community bank like ours,” Silveria said in the
statement, adding 2017’s year-end financial statement
showed a “significant” increase in net profits.
The Findley Reports is published by The
Findley Companies, based in Anaheim. It
evaluates banks based on their growth, returns
on equity, net operating income as a percentage
of average assets, and loan losses as a percentage
of gross loans.
“Community Bank of Santa Maria and the
local community continue to support each
other,” Silveria said. “As the only locally owned
bank headquartered here in Santa Maria, we’ve
been able to provide unmatched personal
service, and our customers have quick access to
decision makers.”
The bank opened for business in March
2001 and currently employs 55 people in two
locations in Santa Maria.

highlights:
• The number of commercial cannabis use
licenses in Lompoc is up to three, according to
city staff. At least two of the licenses allow the
purchase and consumption (whether by eating,
smoking, or drinking) of marijuana on site.
“The rest [of the applications for licenses] are
making their way through the process,” a city

local students get cost-free
look at real careers during
steM industry Days

at Northern Santa Barbara County’s Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) Industry Days from July 24 to 27.
The camp gave children of low-income
families a chance to meet local STEM
professionals, learn about the vast breadth of
bY KAseY bubnAsh
STEM-related careers available in the area, and
ssembling a computer’s motherboard is
participate in several interactive workshops led
just like skiing, according to computer
by real-world professionals—all free of charge.
repairman Kevin Dyson: It’s scary when
In Dyson’s classroom at Tommie Kunst
you try it for the first time as an adult, but as
Junior High School on July 25, a small group of
kid, it comes easy.
incoming seventh and eighth graders helped him
“When I got into this industry I was deathly
piece together the motherboard of a computer.
afraid of opening up a computer,” Dyson told the
It was a seemingly intimidating task, but Dyson
Sun, hovering over the wire-infested, disassembled
made light of the situation, and he joked around
motherboard of a desktop computer. “So I wanted
as Aubrey Miranda, a Fesler Junior High School
them to be able to open it up and have no fear of
student, shyly pressed the computer’s processor
what they’re actually using.”
into place. It’s the engine of the computer, Dyson
Dyson, who owns Computer Doctor, an
told his students, and if it overheats, the computer
Orcutt-based computer repair shop, was just
will almost certainly shut down.
one of nearly 20 industry leaders who presented
So next came the fan,
which
Dyson said keeps
PHOTO BY KASEY BUBNASH
the processor cool and, in
turn, keeps the computer
running. He handed the
fan to Miranda, who
slowly lowered it into the
computer.
“I feel like I’m going
to mess up something,”
Miranda said with a
giggle, as she nervously
screwed the fan down.
“See, that’s the
problem,” Dyson said,
“because you’re not.”
“Well,” he laughed,
“we’ll find out when
you turn it on.”
Soon—after a few
the CoMputeR DoCtoR: Junior high school students Angela Nova and Aubrey Miranda help
correctly answered
computer repairman Kevin Dyson piece together a computer’s motherboard on July 25 during
questions and a little
STEM Industry Days.
more reassurance—the

A

10 • Sun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • www.santamariasun.com

PHOTO BY SPENCER COLE

spokesperson told
the Sun.
• On July 26, the
Buellton Visitors
Bureau unveiled
its new website
and “destination
brand” at the Parks
Plaza Theater. The
new website is
buellton.org.
• Pasadenabased Blaze Pizza
will now serve
hot, fresh pies at
another Central
Coast locale. The
artisanal pizza
chain opened
RAKing in the Dough: Community Bank of Santa Maria reported increases in net income to close out
a 2,500-square
July and the second fiscal quarter.
foot open kitchen
at 1405 H St. in
• Santa Maria’s Recreation and Parks
Lompoc (near the Holiday Inn and Panda
Department is hosting a free Family Play Day on
Express). “Our mission at Blaze is really
Thursday, Aug. 2, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
simple—we’re taking pizza back to its roots,”
Grogan Park, 1155 W. Rancho Verde, Santa Maria.
stated Jim Mizes, president and CEO of Blaze,
According to a city spokesperson, attendees will
said in a statement. “By making dough inenjoy “free games, crafts, and bounce houses.”
house, using carefully sourced ingredients,
American General Media will provide music
and cooking by fire, we’re giving guests a great
sponsored by No Kid Hungry Campaign. The
way to enjoy artisanal pizza without the wait.”
Foodbank of Santa Barbara County will provide
This will be the fifth Blaze Pizza to open on the
a free lunch to youth ages 1 through 17 years old
Central Coast; the chain also has stores in San
while supplies last. Questions can be directed to
Luis Obispo and Santa Maria. “We are excited
the Recreation and Parks Department at (805)
to expand in the Central Coast market, and
925-0951, Ext. 2260. ❍
we are pleased to be a part of the wonderful
community culture of Lompoc,” Lompoc’s
Staff Writer Spencer Cole wrote this week’s Biz
Blaze Pizza Franchise owner Martha Olmos
Spotlight. Information should be sent to the Sun via
said in a statement.
fax, mail, or email at spotlight@santamariasun.com.

sChool sCene
students seemed to shed their reticence, and
handled the following installations like old pros.
Getting kids excited about real-world work is
what STEM Industry Days are all about, Dyson
said, and getting to meet future engineers,
technicians, scientists, and chemists is a
blessing to industry professionals. Dyson said
he only wishes he could have attended a similar
event when he was young.
“It took me awhile to get into what I liked
because I was intimidated by it and I was
confused a little bit,” Dyson said. “So I wanted
to show them how simple it is to just get started
and how every single one of them can do it.”
Dyson’s students were just a few out of
roughly 150 elementary, junior high, and high
school students who attended STEM Industry
Days in Santa Maria, according to Victoria
Conner, initiatives director for Econ Alliance.
Econ Alliance, a nonprofit that advocates for
Northern Santa Barbara County’s industries,
hosted the event in partnership with various
STEM-related companies, the Santa MariaBonita School District, and Santa Maria Joint
Union High School District. Conner said Econ
Alliance footed the bill for the event, which cost
between $10,000 and $15,000 to put on, using
sponsorships and in-kind donations.
Students, who Conner said were largely from
low-income families, attended for free.
“We felt that sometimes the students in
those families, they may be first-generation
college students, they may not have parents
who have navigated the college system, and
they may not have parents with professional
degrees to introduce them to some of the career
opportunities,” Conner told the Sun.
The four-day event, she said, was an opportunity
for those students to consider which career and
college pathways might work best for them.
It benefits participating companies as well,
according to Jenelle Osborne, executive director
of Econ Alliance. Companies get to meet

Athlete of the WeeK
PHOTO COURTESY OF JEN SANTINI

Adrian santini

On the baseball diamond, 12-year-old Adrian Santini is a
triple threat—he can pitch better, hit harder, and run faster
than just about anyone his age.
Santini, an Orcutt Junior High School student, has been an
integral member on each of his Little League teams since he was
just 7 years old. But recently, he’s been dominating a somewhat
different competition: Pitch, Hit, and Run.
Santini won all-around champ in both the local and sectional
competitions, according to Dennis Smitherman, a management
analyst with the Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department.
Then earlier this month, Smitherman said Santini blew statewide
competition away at Dodger Stadium, where he again took first
in his age group.
Later that night, Santini’s mom said the family rushed back
to town for an Orcutt National Little League game. “To him it was
like no big deal,” she said. ❍
—Kasey Bubnash

local STEM teachers, who really know how to
interest and excite kids, and eventually groom
interested students for future jobs.
“So this is one more opportunity to share
with the public, especially students, about what
the local job opportunity is and how you need
to engage early and often,” Osborne said. ❍
Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash writes School Scene
each week. Information can be sent to the Sun via
mail, fax, or email at mail@santamariasun.com.

ORCUTT

Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark & Chris have a combined 150+ years
of experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt

SEE YOURSELF HERE.
Start at Allan Hancock College.
Fall classes begin the week of August 20.
Register now! www.hancockcollege.edu/fall

Family Owned and Operated Since the Early ’80s!
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SMOG CHECK
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Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

Enroll Today - Start Tomorrow!
CET Can Change Your Life!

Short Term Programs - Job Placement Assistance

509 W Morrison Avenue, Santa Maria, CA 93458
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CETweb.edu

(805) 472-4926
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Call for appointment:
937-5340

Plus $8.25 Certificate + $1.50 Transfer fee. ’95 & Older $10 extra, Vans & Motor Homes $15 extra.
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 8/31/18

OIL CHANGES
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Business Ofﬁce Administration
Green Building Construction Skills
Medical Assistant
Truck Driver

34

$

Assisting

937-5340

100 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA 93455

you through your

hour of need

For us, taking care of
someone’s final arrangements
is more than just a business
or service. It is a commitment
from our family to serve
your family. We promise to
maintain the dignity and
guard the privacy of those we
serve. Your loved one will be
treated in the same manner we
would expect our loved one to
be cared for.

915-A East Stowell Rd. | Santa Maira, CA | 24 Hour Phone (805) 922-5880

www.lorifamilymortuary.com
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COMMENTARY
Online Poll
Have you ever seen a mountain lion?
50%
35%
15%
0%

Yes
No
Just cougars at the country club.
I hope I don’t!
20 Votes

Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.
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And still we hope

BY WE THE PROTESTERS

T

he United States brought nuclear weapons
into the world. It is the only country to have
used them and did so on innocent civilians.
Nuclear weapons are now many times more
powerful than the fission bombs that destroyed
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They make no nation
safer but imperil all nations and the planet we all
live on. Nuclear weapons are intrinsically immoral.
Fifty years ago in 1968, the United States
signed the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT). We joined the four
other nuclear countries at the time in promising
to work “in good faith” toward “complete
disarmament,” while other nations that signed
the treaty agreed to never obtain them.
The current nuclear arsenal of the United
States, however, and its plans to modernize
its nuclear weaponry over the next 30 years
(at a cost of $1.2 trillion, according to the U.S.
Congressional Budget Office), radically belie
the promise our nation made when it signed
the NPT. Our country’s current deployment of
more than 1,500 nuclear warheads in its triad
of intercontinental ballistic missiles, strategic
bombers, and submarine-launched ballistic
missiles, endows us with monstrous nuclear
capacity and supremacy over all other nations.
In February of this year, the 50th anniversary
year of our signing the NPT, the Pentagon
released its Nuclear Posture Review (NPR). In
his preface to the 2018 Nuclear Posture Review,
Gen. Jim Mattis stated: “This review confirms
the findings of previous NPRs that the nuclear
triad—supported by North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) dual-capable aircraft
and a robust nuclear command, control, and
communications system—is the most costeffective and strategically sound means of
ensuring nuclear deterrence.”
And further: “This review affirms the
modernization programs initiated during the
previous administration to replace our nuclear
ballistic missile submarines, strategic bombers,
nuclear air-launched cruise missiles, ICBMs,
and associated nuclear command and control.”
So, 50 years after promising to help purge the
world of nuclear weapons, our nation insanely
believes the best way to prevent the use of
nuclear weapons is to assure that they are even
more effective. Moreover, we have the audacity
to demand that other nations such as Iran and
North Korea not have such weapons.
Has there ever been a greater and more
dangerous hypocrisy in the history of civilization?
We are people who have protested at Vandenberg
Air Force Base against nuclear weaponry. We
protest at Vandenberg because our nation tests
its intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) by
firing them from the base to Kwajalein Atoll in
the Marshall Islands, degrading the environment,
health, and economic welfare of the small country’s
indigenous peoples. We also protest at Vandenberg
because the soldiers assigned to launch our nation’s
nuclear ICBMs are trained at the base.
Many of us have protested at Vandenberg
for decades. We are old and young. We are
Asian, black, brown, Native American, Pacific
Islander, and white. We are agnostics, atheists,
Buddhists, Catholics, Jews, Protestants, and
Quakers. Some of us are military veterans of
wars; others are lifelong pacifists. Many of us
have been arrested during our peaceful protests
at Vandenberg. Some of us have gone to prison;
one of us went before the U.S. Supreme Court.
We are all one in our opposition to the
possession of nuclear weapons by any nation,
foremost our own. We are also one in our love
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for humanity and hope that our nation will
one day rid itself of its nuclear arsenal and
authentically lead other nations to join it.
Until that day, we continue our protest.
Signed,
Sue Ablao, Mary Lou Anderson, John Dennis
Apel, Mary Becker, Kelly Bowles Gray, Kent
Carlander, Karen Claydon, Felice Cohen-Joppa,
Jack Cohen-Joppa, Peggy Coleman, Dudley
Conneely, Susan Crane, Lucas Dambergs,
Rev. John Dear, Clancy Dunigan, Dennis
DuVall, MacGregor Eddy, Ed Ehmke, Daniel
Ellsberg, Marilyn Fahrne, Scott Fina, Elizabeth
U. Flanagan, Toni Kathleen Flynn, Karan
Founds-Benton, George Franklin, Bruce K.
Gagnon, Cris Gutierrez, Jim Haber, Chris
Hables Gray, Lynn Hamilton, Anne Hall, David
Hall, David Hartsough, Jan Harwood, Tom H.
Hastings, Tensie Hernandez, Susan Hubbard,
Brother Senji Kanaeda, Rev. Stephen Kelly,
Katie Kelso, Jane Kesselman, Mary Klein, David
Krieger, Richard Lai, Frances E. Lamb, Andrew
Lanier Jr., Sandy Lejeune, Sherrill A. Lewis, Rev.
Jeannette Love, Peter Lumsdaine, Nancy Lynch,
Max Magen, Jorge Manly Gil, S.C. Maurin, John
Mazurski, Betty McElhill, Allison McGillivray,
Gale McNeeley, Christine Milne, Jessica Morley,
Ken Murphy, Elizabeth Murray, Donald Nollar,
Mary Jane Parrine Ehmken, Hilary Peattie,
Lacksana Peters, Lorin Peters, Lawrence Purcell,
Susan Pyburn, Mary Rice, Sister Megan Rice,
George W. Rodkey, Jack Schultz, Martin Sheen,
Valerie Sklarevsky, Lida Sparer, Starhawk, Anne
Symens-Bucher, Laura-Maire Taylor, Edward
Van Valkenburgh, Tom Webb, J. Webb Mealy,
dress wedding, Lynda Williams, Michael
Wisniewski, Samuel Yergler, Brother Gilberto
Zamora Perez, Randy Ziglar. ❍
The 91 co-signers of this commentary have all
protested at Vandenberg Air Force Base. They live
in Santa Maria, San Luis Obispo, and 11 states
(and the District of Columbia) of the U.S. Send
your thoughts to letters@santamariasun.com.

WRITE NOW!

We want to know what
you think about everything. Send your 250-word letter to Sun Letters, 2450
Skyway Drive, Suite A, Santa Maria, CA 93455. You
can also fax it (347-9889) or e-mail it (letters@
santamariasun.com). All letters must include a name,
address, and phone number for verification purposes;
may be edited for space or clarity; and will be posted
to santamariasun.com.

LETTERS
About the midterm elections
I am concerned that the Democratic Party
is veering too far to the left for these midterm
elections. We want to win the election, and I
believe that a move towards the extreme left at
this time is counterproductive to the cause.
We cannot assume that the dislike of Trump
and his policies and behavior will automatically
make Republican moderates and Independents
vote Democratic. As a lot of them did in
2016, they will hold their noses and vote for
Republicans hoping the country can make it
through the next two years without imploding.
We must not play into the Republicans’
hands. Far left policies may sound good, but
they won’t do anybody any good if we don’t get
the votes.

Beulah Gentry
Lompoc

Carbajal doesn’t do enough
for veterans
I am writing this letter with regard to
Veterans Affairs in Santa Barbara and Ventura
counties, and specifically on how Rep. Salud
Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) plans to approach
the issue. Carbajal has pushed for a mere
$8 million increase in funds allocated to

LETTERS continued page 14

Ultimate
Discover the

In Medical Detox and Recovery

• Medication Assisted Treatment
• Intensive Medical Detox from
Opiates, Alcohol & Benzodiazepines
• Ketamine Therapy for
Depression and Pain
• NAD Therapy for Cravings
and Withdrawal
• Comprehensive Psychiatric
Services

State Licensed and CARF
Accredited Facility.
Most Insurances Accepted.

805-242-1360

107 Nelson St • Arroyo Grande
www.KenStarrMD.com

Dr. Ken Starr

Board Certified
in Addiction and
Emergency Medicine
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OPINION
LETTERS from page 12
transportation services that allow veterans to
get to Los Angeles and receive care. While this
small increase may make it easier on veterans
in getting to the care they need, it is merely
a bandage, when stitches are required. This
allocation only shifts the problem away and
does not actually solve it.
If Salud really cared about improving the
circumstances for our veterans, he would try
to figure out a practical long-term solution to
serve the veterans that live in Santa Barbara
and Ventura counties. We should be looking for
solutions like opening up a more effective, and
local VA hospital to serve the 85,000 veterans
living in the Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San
Luis Obispo counties.
If this was done, it would drastically reduce
wait times in not only those three counties,
but also in Los Angeles County, where veterans
often must wait days or weeks before they
are seen by a specialist. Our veterans deserve
nothing but the best care we have to offer, and
taking steps to ship them off to a different
county seems like Salud hardly cares at all.

Tour & Taste of the Valley
Wine Country Ride, Run & Tasting Event

Saturday, September 1
Orcutt Union Plaza
235 S Broadway, Old Town Orcutt
Beer, Wine, & Food Tasting
Booths, Live Music, and Artisans Market

805-354-7421
My805Tix.com
tourandtasteohevalley.org

Jack Smyth
Isla Vista

Pot calling the kettle black
RIDES START: 100k 7am | 50k 7:30am
RUNS START: 10k 10am | 5k 10:30am
TASTE: 11am–2pm The Taste is a 21+ Event

Tim & Katy Murphy Will Family

What Is YOUR UltImate GOal? YOU NAME IT

we can help!
• Doctor-supervised weight loss
• Safe effective program using prescription
medication
• Curb food cravings and establish longterm healthy eating habits
• Natural hormone replacement
• Ask about our 1 month ultimate detox

call today!

GeRald I. sUGaRman, md FaaFP

sugarmanweightloss.com · 805.720.4079
1136 E. Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande
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WE DO IT!

Painting · Decks
Drywall · Paving
Carpentry
Plumbing
Fencing
Roof Repair
Remodels and more!

Bond
#22246

James Handyman Services
Serving the entire Central Coast

20 years experience

Free Estimates (805) 602-0394

I would like to respond to a letter in the
Santa Maria Times titled, “Democrats and
hypocrisy,” (July 20).
A part-time janitor who worked at a
processing center for U.S. Customs and Border
Protection in Why, Arizona, discovered plastic
rosary beads and Bibles in the trash, personal
items confiscated from people who supposedly
entered the United States illegally, deemed by
border patrol agents to be “non-essential” or
“potentially lethal.”
Islamic terrorists incarcerated at Guantanamo
Bay get to read the Koran, are given rugs so
they can pray five times a day, get to sleep on
a bed with a mattress and wool blankets, get
three meals a day, not to mention playing soccer
outside of their prison cells, all at taxpayers’
expense. Yet Roman Catholic children, to
include infants, are thrown in cages, not allowed
to have plastic rosaries or other religious
artifacts, not to mention a Bible, sleep on mats
with aluminum foil blankets, and can never go
outside to see the light of day because they came
to America to seek a better life?
These same conservatives who claim
Christians are being persecuted overseas don’t
have a problem treating Islamic terrorists
better than Catholic babies inside immigration
detention centers throughout the United States?
Pot, meet kettle.
Instead of creating an alibi about adopting
children from Socialist Russia in order to
meet with Vladimir Putin’s henchmen about
hacking the Democratic National Committee
headquarters and passing the information
to Wikileaks, why doesn’t Trump talk to
his Republican colleagues about adopting
Christian children from Democratic countries
in Central America?
I’m old enough to remember when the
GOP was pro-FBI, pro-morality, and antideficits. Trump is leading Republicans to fiscal,
intellectual, and moral perdition. There is no
longer a conservative party in America. There
is only a cult of Trump.

Jose Luis Castellano
Santa Maria

PRESENTED BY
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NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP

BY THE NUMBERS

Live. Love.
Art.

SUN CIRCULATION

18,000

76%

Be a part of the arts.
New Times and the Sun presents our 32nd annual
comprehensive guide to the upcoming arts season.
This special pull-out section celebrates all things
artistic including complete event schedules and
important information about the region’s major
organizations’ upcoming happenings.

OF READERS REFER TO OUR
CALENDAR LISTINGS MONTHLY

77%

OF READERS REFER TO US FOR
ART-RELATED NEWS MONTHLY

Your marketing will allow readers to discover the
arts you have offer.

Contact your
sales rep today!

ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM • 805.347.1968

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, flexible
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!
Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study
Santa Maria Montessori - Grades K-5
City Center /Santa Maria - Grades 6-8
Orcutt Learning Center - Grades 9-12
SLO Center - Grades K-12
Morro Bay - Grades K-5
Bringing the best together for student success! | www.fpcharter.org | (805) 348-3333

DENTAL CARE
for the whole family!

NEW Doctor NEW Patient

SPECIAL!

$

79

INCLUDES:
• Exam
• Necessary X-Rays
• Intra-oral Pictures
• Basic Cleaning (in absence of gum disease)
• Consultation

A $315 Value!
OVER 28 YEARS OF PRIVATE
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

IMPLANT SPECIAL

DR. LEE & STAFF
1558 W. Grand Ave, Grover Beach
We accept
payment
plans

CANARY@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

(805) 474-8100
GroverBeachFamilyDentistry.com
Se Habla Español · Walk-ins Welcome
Open Monday–Fridays, 8am–5pm
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$2,200 SPECIAL
(REG. $3,500)
CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION

INCLUDES:
Implant, Abutment
& Crown

ust as summer starts each year, the Sun staff
goes collectively insane working on Best Of.
Don’t get me wrong, we love Best Of! What
a great way to celebrate excellence in our
community. But seriously, it’s a lot of work.
We count hundreds and hundreds of votes,
contact dozens and dozens of businesses owners
and organizations, and put together the biggest
issue of the year. In this case, you’re lookin’ at
the largest issue of the paper ever. Not bad, eh? I
can really spread my wings today.
Over the years, I’ve seen runners-up take
previous winners’ titles only to be voted
second best the very next year. I’ve seen the
same institutions dominate their categories
uninterrupted. I’ve seen a lot, but there are a
few awards I wish we had that never made the
cut. Every writer here has at least one category
and winner in mind.
Like Best “We Don’t Need the Publicity”
Owner/PR Person,
the people who we
call and never call
us back, never email
back, never answer
the bouquet of
flowers, never accept
our hot air balloon
ride invitation, and
who, when backed
into a corner of their
business, say, “We just
do word-of-mouth.”
Look I get it, we know
everyone loves your
food, but that includes
our readers, so at least
give them a “thank
you!” for voting you
in. Sheesh!
I don’t know
about you, but I
keep an issue of Best
Of close at hand
whenever I need a
recommendation
about where to have
fun, get my car tuned
up, or donate some
time or money. So
when I see the winners
get excited about the
issue, I get excited,
which brings me to my
next fantasy award:
Best Reppin’ Of Best Of would recognize
those who hang every poster and framed award
at their business, from first place to runnersup, year after year. I think North China gets
that one unequivocally, their waiting room has
just about every Best Of poster going back to
George W. Bush’s first term!
But hey, I do want to give an honorable
mention to the Santa Maria Public Library,
which posted last year’s small window sticker in
its front door. Even an exalted public place like
a library can’t help but celebrate when locals
vote them in, that’s how proud they are.
I’m sure the Lompoc City Council wouldn’t
be proud to win Best Place to Get Flip-Flops,
which it certainly deserves (see page 7). I
don’t think Jim Mosby, Dirk Starbuck, and
Victor Vega’s decision to remove a recreational
cannabis buffer zone for the Classical School
of Ballet, after Mosby voted to support a buffer
zone for the school, was a flip-flop that anyone
is buying. It sure seems like the only thing the

council can agree on is
making decisions that piss
people off.
I think
Councilmember
Janelle Osborne
should at least get the
Best “I-Told-YouSo” for pointing out
the buffer-zone decision
was “opening the door to
litigation” in April. And an honorable
mention to everyone who pointed out that it
would also hurt business owners like Angela
and Mason Mill.
It’s not often an elected official wins a
category in Best Of, but this year saw an
exception to that rule.
Congrats to Sheriff Bill Brown for his actual
win of Best Man
or Woman Behind
the Badge this year.
Way to go, Bill, I’m
sure you were more
concerned about your
re-election in June
than this contest, but
it must be nice to have
some community
support. And while
the Santa Barbara
County Jail isn’t
winning any awards
for Best Correctional
Facility, you still have
a significant number
of locals who approve
of how you run the
Sheriff’s Office.
But alas, the sheriff
will have to settle for
runner-up for my
awarding of the Best
Moustache category,
because you know
who that goes to, my
man Peter Adam!
Your mustache
has always been a
source of inspiration,
Supervisor Adam.
Don’t you ever change,
I mean, shave.
As long as we’re tooting horns here, we might
as well toot our own. The Sun won runnerup for Best News Source this year, which we
truly do appreciate. (See, it isn’t that hard to
say “thanks!”). We don’t keep awards in mind
when we’re huffing across Northern Santa
Barbara County collecting the news each week,
but we will definitely take the time to enjoy the
recognition.
We take your trust seriously, no matter what
the story is. From new affordable housing units
for farmworkers (see page 8) to the artists who
call the Central Coast home (page 93), we’re
always looking for what’s going on in our North
County communities, what’s changing, and
who’s accomplishing incredible things. That’s
why the writers here agree, it really is the Best
Place to Report On, which makes the job so
much sweeter! m

Over the years, I’ve seen
runners-up take previous
winners’ titles only to be
voted second best the
very next year. I’ve seen
the same institutions
dominate their categories
uninterrupted. I’ve seen
a lot, but there are a few
awards I wish we had that
never made the cut. Every
writer here has at least
one category and winner
in mind.

The Canary wonders what Best Of category you
would create and who you would award it to. Send
your thoughts to canary@santamariasun.com.
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CALLING ALL CARS

The 16th annual Lompoc Police Car Show takes place Aug. 11 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at Ryon Park, located at 800 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc. Featured
vehicles include Corvettes, Mustangs, imports, and street rods. Guests can
enjoy live entertainment, family activities, food, a silent auction, and more.
Proceeds go toward the Lompoc Police Officers’ Association’s programs to
benefit local youth athletics. More info: lompocpolicefoundation.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS
L O M P O C/ VA N D E N B E R G

16TH ANNUAL LOMPOC POLICE CAR SHOW
Featured vehicles include Corvettes, Mustangs,
imports, and street rods. Guests can enjoy live
entertainment, family activities, food, a silent
auction, and more. Proceeds go toward the
Lompoc Police Officer’s Association’s programs to
benefit local youth athletics. Aug. 11, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Free. 805-714-1140. lompocpolicefoundation.org/
events/. Ryon Park, 800 W. Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

LOMPOC OPEN STREETS 2018 Attendees
are encouraged to use active transportation
(walk/bike/scooter/skate) to navigate all the
car-free activities. This event includes health and
wellness activities, vendors, plenty of room to
safely walk and bike, and more. Aug. 3, 4-8 p.m.
healthylompoc.org. Lompoc Old Town Market, 100
South H St, Lompoc.

MIXER AT THE HISTORIC LOMPOC THEATRE
Join the Lompoc Theatre Project and members
of the Lompoc Chamber of Commerce for this
community mixer. Enjoy food, beer, wine, and
exploring the historic building built in 1927. Aug. 9,
5:30-7 p.m. Free. 805-588-5391. lompoctheatre.
org/. Lompoc Theatre, 112 North H Street,
Lompoc.
S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

5TH ANNUAL FREE MOVIES IN THE PARK
Featured films include Back to the Future, Grease,
Black Panther, and more. Venues include Sierra
Vista Park, Preisker Park, Rotary Centennial
Park, and more. Saturdays. through Aug.
18 Free. 805-925-0951 ext.2260. Rotary
Centennial Park, 2625 South College
Dr., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

51ST ANNUAL RAINBOW OF GEMS SHOW This
event features art demonstrations, kids activities,
food, and more. Presented by the Orcutt Mineral
Society. Aug. 3-4, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Aug. 5, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. omsinc.org. Nipomo High School,
525 N Thompson Ave, Nipomo.

SLO BUDDHIST CHURCH OBON FESTIVAL
Features martial arts and bonsai demonstrations,
taiko drumming, Japanese folk dancing, crafts,
food, and more. Aug. 4, 12-8 p.m. Free. St.
Patrick’s School, 900 W. Branch St., Arroyo
Grande.
SAN LUIS OBISPO

BRUNCH BY THE LAKE Enjoy food trucks, coffee,
live music, a boat parade, and more. First Saturday
of every month, 9 a.m.-noon through Aug. 4 Free.
Laguna Lake Park, 504 Madonna Rd., San Luis
Obispo.

CENTRAL COAST SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
Features As You Like It and The Three Musketeers.
Enjoy food and wine available onsite or pack a
picnic. No outside alcohol allowed. ThursdaysSaturdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. through Aug. 4 $12-$20.
805-441-1136. centralcoastshakespeare.org/.
Filipponi Ranch, 1850 Calle Joaquin, San Luis
Obispo.

WALKING BEER TOUR Enjoy award-winning local
brews while a personal beer guide explains the
history, brewing process, and highlights of each
destination. Aug. 11, 12-4 p.m. $50. 855-5546766. hoponbeertours.com/walking-beer-tour/.
Central Coast Brewing, 1422 Monterey St., San
Luis Obispo.
NORTH SLO COU NT Y

20TH ANNUAL WINEMAKERS’
COOKOFF Includes more than 30

PHOTO COURTESY OF EXPLORE LOMPOC

wineries and breweries. Proceeds go to local high
school scholarships. Features live music by Julie
Beaver & The BadDogs. Aug. 11, 6-9 p.m. $45-$85.
877-755-7845. winemakerscookoff.com. Paso
Robles Event Center, 2198 Riverside Ave., Paso
Robles.

MORRO BAY HIGH 55TH REUNION: CLASS OF
1963 Classes of ‘62 and ‘64 are also invited. Call
for details. Aug. 4 805-473-9191. The Lodge, 1338
Atascadero Rd., Morro Bay.
NORTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

10TH ANNUAL ZONGO YACHTING CUP The
largest ocean boating race on the Central Coast.
Aug. 11, 8 p.m.-midnight $20-$30. 805-441-3344.
Morro Bay Yacht Club, 541 Embarcadero, Morro
Bay, mbyc.net.

HARMONY WINE AND BEER FESTIVAL Enjoy
brews, wines, food trucks, live music by Bear
Market Riot, and more. Aug. 4, 1-4 p.m. 805927-1625. harmonywineandbeerfestival.com. Old
Harmony Creamery, 2177 Old Creamery Road,
Harmony.

ARTS

donated new and gently used items
including clothes, games, toys,
tools, electronics, household items,
collectibles, and more. Aug. 4, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. 805-264-2128. Orthodox Church of the
Anunciation, 877 Francine Ln., Santa Maria, odox.
org.

S A N TA M A R I A VA L L E Y/ L O S A L A M O S

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS
Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons
for all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles
welcome. Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $36 for
4-week session. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt, 805-928-7799.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares

ORCUTT LIBRARY BOOK SALE Includes a
selection of various children’s books. Aug. 4, 10
a.m.-1:30 p.m. 4 books for $1 (for most books).
805-937-6483. engagedpatrons.org. Orcutt
Library, 175 S. Broadway, Orcutt.

The Sun and New Times now share their community
listings for a complete Central Coast calendar running
from northern Santa Barbara County through SLO County.
Submit events online by following the link on the calendar widget
at santamariasun.com. Submissions require logging in with your
Google, Facebook, or Twitter account. You can also email calendar@
santamariasun.com. Deadline is one week before the issue date.
Submissions are subject to editing and approval. Contact Calendar
Editor Caleb Wiseblood directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From
the basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all
skill levels welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8.
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805928-7799.
EVERYBODY CAN DANCE Ballet workout
classes for teens and adults. Tuesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805937-6753.
INTRODUCTORY BALLET 1 Tuesdays, 5 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805937-6753.
INTRODUCTORY BALLET 2 Wednesdays, 6
p.m. and Fridays everybodycandance.webs.com.
Everybody Can Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria, 805-937-6753.
INTRODUCTORY BALLET 3 Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
everybodycandance.webs.com. Everybody Can
Dance, 628 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805937-6753.
LATIN DANCE CLASS: SALSA, BACHATA,
AND MORE Instructors and styles vary from week

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE Features

Ave., Orcutt, 805-928-7799.

INDEX

to week. Thursdays, 8-10 p.m. $10. facebook.
com/dancingamor. Everybody Can Dance, 628 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-937-6753.

SALSA DANCE CLASS No partner or experience
needed. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-937-1574.
CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town Brew, 338
W. Tefft St, Nipomo.

UKULELE CLASS Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-9287799.
WEST COAST SWING CLASS No partner or
experience needed. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805937-1574. CentralCoastSwingDance.com. Old Town
Brew, 338 W. Tefft St, Nipomo.
SOUTH COAST SLO COU NT Y

Special Events ..........[17]

STITCHING OUR IDEAS TOGETHER A 3-day

Culture & Lifestyle.......[18]

workshop exploring drawing, painting, collage, and
sewing. Aug. 3-5, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. $175. 805-6682125. LilA Creative Community, 1147 East Grand
Ave. Suite 101, Arroyo Grande, lila.community.

Food & Drink..............[23]

WISHING STICK All materials are provided, but

Arts ............................[17]

Music .........................[90]

guests are free to bring their own sticks or small

ARTS continued page 18
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ARTS from page 17
items that have personal meaning. Decorative
materials include acrylic paint, yarn, thread,
wire, beads, and more. Aug. 2, 2-4:30 p.m. $18.
805-668-2125. LilA Creative Community, 1147
East Grand Ave. Suite 101, Arroyo Grande, lila.
community.
San LuiS ObiSpO

ACRYLIC PAINTING WORKSHOP WITH DREW
DAVIS: LOOSELY LANDSCAPE Davis will break
down his creative process used to construct
vibrant and energetic paintings. Aug. 10, 2-5 p.m.
$45. 805-234-2302. artcentralartsupply.com. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

ADULT POTTERY CLASSES Enjoy using clay to
create handmade pottery. Tuesdays-Fridays, 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. and Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6-8 p.m.
through Dec. 20 $50 for 2 classes. 805-896-6197.
anamcre.com. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243
Monterey St, San Luis Obispo.

CABARET SINGING AND PERFORMANCE
CLASS Learn the art of singing in a Cabaret style
and setting. Find your key and style with a skilled
accompanist. You may start anytime during the
semester. Wednesdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m. $185 for 12
week class or $20 per night as a drop-in student.
805-772-2812. cuesta.edu/communityprograms.
Cuesta College Community Programs, Highway 1,
San Luis Obispo.

CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING LESSON BY
HILDA VANDERGRIFF: CAT WITH BLOSSOMS
Learn how to paint a cat and a bee and blossoms
using simple strokes. Aug. 12, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
$40. 559-322-6557. artcentralartsupply.com. Art
Central, 1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

DRAWING FOR OIL AND ACRYLIC PAINTING
WITH STAN BOWEN This class for beginners
explores the fundamentals of drawing in order
to prepare for oil and acrylic painting classes.
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. through Aug. 4 $30. 805203-5715. artcentralartsupply.com/. Art Central,
1329 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

DROP-IN OIL PAINTING CLASSES Materials
are provided but artists are free to bring in their
own if preferred. All experience levels welcome.
For ages 16 and up. Please dress appropriately
for potential painting mishaps. The class is taught
by professional artist Christine Cortese. Aug. 4,
10 a.m.-noon and Aug. 11, 10 a.m.-noon $25-$29.
805-543-8562. sloma.org/events. San Luis
Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St.,
San Luis Obispo.

FILM AND TV ACTING CLASSES
Film and TV acting classes for all
ages and skill levels. Offers optional
showcases for major Hollywood
talent agents and casting directors
. Sundays, 12-8:45 p.m. Cost varies
per class. 310-910-1228. actorsedge.
com. Mission Cinemas, 1025 Monterey
St., SLO.

guest judge will be Bill Dewey, whose extensively
photographed the tri-counties through its many
cycles of fire and regeneration. Aug. 4-Nov. 5
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission
Dr., Solvang, 805-688-1082, wildlingmuseum.org.
S a n ta M a r i a va L L e Y/ L O S a L a M O S

FIRST FRIDAY ARTIST RECEPTIONS Valley Art
Gallery features 12 artists each year. Enjoy art,
wine, and food at these opening receptions. First
Friday of every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-9372278. valleygallery.org. Valley Art Gallery, 125 W.
Clark Ave., Orcutt.

POETRY NIGHT AT CORE WINERY Monthly
poetry group with two featured poets and open
readings. Check CORE Winery Facebook page for
details or schedule changes. Second Saturday
of every month, 7:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-1600.
corewine.com. CORE Winery, 105 W Clark Ave.,
Orcutt.
San LuiS ObiSpO

ART AFTER DARK A free, self-guided tour of
galleries and non-traditional art venues (salons,
jewelers, museums, etc.) showcasing the work of
local visual, literary, and performing artists. First
Friday of every month, 6-9 p.m. through Nov. 2
Free. 805-544-9251. artsobispo.org/art-after-dark.
Downtown SLO, Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

JULIA MORGAN BUILDING TOUR Member
docents will guide you through our historic building
and grounds. Tours may also be arranged by
appointment. Mondays, 2-5 p.m. Free. 805-5410594. themondayclubslo.org. The Monday Club,
1815 Monterey St, San Luis Obispo.

LIP BALM AND LOTION Open to ages 13 and
up. Students will learn about choosing quality
ingredients and adjusting them to change the
final outcome of the product. Aug. 4, 11 a.m. $20
(includes all materials). gopherglen.com. Gopher
Glen Organic Apple Farm, 2899 See Canyon Rd.,
San Luis Obispo.

exhibitS
S a n ta Y n e z va L L e Y

NATURE IMAGINED This exhibit celebrates
nature through art by Cheryl Medow, Ellen Jewett,
and Hilary Brace. These artists used diverse
materials and methods to create their works.
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. through Jan. 21 $5. 805-686-8315.
wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum
of Art and Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr.,
Solvang.

NATURE REGENERATED

Photographers were encouraged
to capture examples of nature’s
ability to regenerate and thrive. This
aug. 2 – aug. 9
exhibit showcases winning entries in
2018
the Adult and Junior categories. Aug.
4, 3-5 p.m. and ongoing Free. 805-6868315. wildlingmuseum.org/photographycompetition/. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature,
MORRO ROCK: PAINTS AND PINTS Admission
1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.
includes a beer or cider, 2 hours of instruction, and
all art materials. Please register in advance. Aug.
PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS
7, 6-8 p.m. $40. 805-540-0750. 7Sisters Brewing
Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis.
Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis
Featured artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov,
Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.
Robert Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more.
PACIFIC HORIZON CHORUS WELCOMES
ongoing, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 805-686-1080.
WOMEN SINGERS Visit site or come by in
pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art Gallery, 1608
person to see if these music lessons are right
Copenhagen Dr., Ste C, Solvang.
for you. Tuesdays, 6:30-9 p.m. 805-441-1405.
THE ROADSIDE SERIES: ATTRACTIONS AND
pacifichorizon.org. SLO United Methodist Church,
DISTRACTIONS Featuring the work of artist
1515 Fredericks St., San Luis Obispo.
Nancy Yaki, who began her Roadside Series as a
TEEN SUMMER ART CAMPS Class descriptions
study of landscapes while driving to and from work.
and registration online. Mondays-Fridays, 1-4 p.m.
This series also includes special presentations,
through Aug. 3 $195 per student. 805-543-8562.
panel discussions, film screenings, and workshops.
sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010
Through Aug. 5 Elverhoj Museum of History and
Broad St., San Luis Obispo.
Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang, 805-686-1211,
elverhoj.org.
YOUTH AND TEEN SUMMER ART CAMPS Enjoy
THE SANTA YNEZ VALLEY ARTS
creating comic book heroes, sculpting in clay, and
ASSOCIATION: SECOND SATURDAY
more. All materials provided. Mondays-Fridays.
ARTISANS Applications to be a featured artist
through Aug. 3 $195-$225. 805-534-8562. sloma.
will be accepted throughout the series. Second
org/education/youth-summer-art-camps.php. San
Saturday of every month, 12-5 p.m. Free. 805-688Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San
7338. santaynezvalleyarts.org. Santa Ynez Valley
Luis Obispo.
Grange Hall, 2374 Alamo Pintado, Los Olivos.
YOUTH SUMMER ART CAMPS Class descriptions
SUMMER BLOOM A collection of plein air and
and registration online. Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.studio paintings by pastel artists Deborah Breedon
noon through Aug. 3 $195 per student. 805-543and Kris Buck. ongoing Gallery Los Olivos, 2920
8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art,
Grand Ave., Los Olivos.
1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

SpeciaL art eventS
S a n ta Y n e z va L L e Y

10TH ANNIVERSARY PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITION The theme of this year’s
competition is “Nature Regenerated.” This year’s

HATTIE STODDARD AT VALLEY ART GALLERY
Stoddard is the gallery’s featured artist for the
month of August. Through Sept. 1 Free. Valley Art
Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-2278,
valleygallery.org.
SOuth cOaSt SLO cOu nt Y

ART BY SLOPE AT DANA ADOBE A collection
that culminates art and history to educate the
community. Fridays. through Sept. 30 805-9295679. danaadobe.org. DANA Adobe Cultural Center,
671 S. Oakglen Ave., Nipomo.

FROM ARTISTS, FOR ARTISTS, BY ARTISTS
Featuring fine art oils and pastels from Corynn
Wolf, acrylics from Ryan Adams, and works from
various mediums by Marc Wolf ongoing Free. 805773-6563. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo
Beach, puffersofpismo.com/.

SHE SANG ME A GOOD LUCK SONG A
statewide traveling exhibit featuring the California
Indian photographs of Dugan Aguilar. ongoing 415525-1553. exhibitenvoy.org. DANA Adobe Cultural
Center, 671 S. Oakglen Ave., Nipomo, 805-9295679.
San LuiS ObiSpO

ART AFTER DARK SLO Unites visual, literary,
and performing artists with the community and
participating venues. Visit site for full list of
programs and events. First Friday of every month,
6-9 p.m. 805-544-9251. artsobispo.org. SLO
County, Countywide, San Luis Obispo.

COLOR RHYTHM: INGRID BRINK AND SUSAN
MALMGREN Brink and Malmgren are two Los
Osos artists that use watercolor, acrylic, and
collage. Through Aug. 29, 6-9 p.m. 805-542-9000.
sloart.com. Frame Works, 339 Marsh St, San Luis
Obispo.

FLORA AND FAUNA: BETH VAN HOESEN
PRINTS A collection of prints and rare paintings by
artist Beth Van Hoesen. Mondays-Sundays. through
Aug. 19 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/exhibits/.
San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St.,
San Luis Obispo.

INKY DREAMS: SHOW OPENING The opening
reception of local contemporary abstract artist
M.L. Burdick’s SOLO Show. Aug. 3, 6-8 p.m. Free.
805-747-4200. Art Central, 1329 Monterey St., San
Luis Obispo.

SELECTIONS: BAY AREA Ruta Saliklis, curator
and director of exhibitions at SLOMA, is showcasing
oil paintings by Anne Subercaseaux and a metal
sculpture by Flora Davis. Mondays-Sundays.
through Aug. 19 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/
exhibits/. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010
Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

caLLS fOr artiStS
San LuiS ObiSpO

10TH ANNUAL NEW TIMES MUSIC AWARDS:
ACCEPTING ENTRIES Enter up to 13 songs and
1 album. See site for full details. Through Aug. 20
newtimesslo.com. New Times, 1010 Marsh St., San
Luis Obispo, 805-546-8208.

CALL FOR ENTRIES: SLO PART-TIME PLAYERS
10-MINUTE PLAYS Accepting submissions of
10-minute plays with 5 or fewer characters (1-3
preferred), few or no props, simple staging, and an
emphasis on the text. Writers should have theater
experience (please include brief description). Email
submissions to celestegoyer@gmail.com. ongoing
Free. Mission Plaza, 989 Chorro St, San Luis
Obispo.

Stage
S a n ta Y n e z va L L e Y

MAMMA MIA! AT SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER
Music and lyrics by Benny Andersson and Björn
Ulvaeus. Book by Catherine Johnson. Presented
through special arrangement with Music Theatre
International. Through Aug. 26 Solvang Festival
Theater, 420 2nd St., Solvang, 805-928-7731.
SOuth cOaSt SLO cOu nt Y

GOLD FEVER AT THE ROUGH AND READY A
spoof of traditional melodramas by Neil LaVine.
Wednesdays-Sundays, 7-9:30 p.m. through Sept.
16 $21-$28. 805-489-2499. americanmelodrama.
com. Great American Melodrama, 1863 Front St.,
Oceano.

THE MIX TAPE An original musical comedy set
in the late ‘90s. Through Sept. 15 805-4892499. americanmelodrama.com. Great American
Melodrama, 1863 Front St., Oceano.
San LuiS ObiSpO

COMEDY NIGHT AT 7 SISTERS Enjoy live standup comedy from local and touring comics with
locally brewed beverages. Second Saturday of every
month, 7-9 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7Sisters
Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110,
San Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.

IMPROV COMEDY SHOW Fast-paced improv
comedy shows performed by the ensemble
of Central Coast Comedy Theater. All shows
are based on audience suggestions making
every show unique. Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. $5.
centralcoastcomedytheater.com. Kreuzberg Coffee
Company, 685 Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo,
805-430-0260.

cuLture &
LifeStYLe
LectureS & Learning
L O M p O c/ va n d e n b e r g

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center is a food
pantry offering nutritional classes. Wednesdays,
3-5 p.m. Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 107. El Camino
Community Center, W. Laurel Avenue and N. I
Street, Lompoc.

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 20
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ORCUTT MINERAL SOCIETY
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COLOR AND MOTION: AN ARTISTS
PERSPECTIVE See the work of local artist Kathy
Badrak on display at the Terry Dworaczyk office
of Ameriprise Financial. This exhibit is one of a
continuing series of shows to spotlight local art and
artists. ongoing 805-938-9724. ampf.com. Ameriprise
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.
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rOcK SOLid

The Orcutt Mineral Society hosts its 51st annual Rainbow of Gems Show Aug. 3 and 4
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Aug. 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Nipomo High School, located
at 525 N. Thompson Ave., Nipomo. This event includes art demonstrations, kids activities,
and various vendors. Admission is free. More info: omsinc.org.

ADOPT DON’T
SHOP!
WWW.SBCPHD.ORG/AS

ADOPT ME!

Please Give Me
a Forever Home!
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Bubba
Bubba loves kids and
plays well with other
dogs.
Stop by any one of our three
shelters to find your furever friend:

548 W. Foster · Santa Maria
1501 W. Central · Lompoc
5473 Overpass Rd · Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter
548 W. Foster Road, Santa Maria
This ad is sponsored by the

Headliner:
The English Beat
August 25 • 7:30 pm

The English Beat

More free entertainment by:
Tempest • Drum & Perk • Ras Danny
Raye Zaragoza • Atmasandhi • Island Time
Steel Drum Band • Alan Vogan & the
Sumthin' • Gillie Wheesels • Ichimi Daiko
Mariachis • Grupo Aires and more!

ALL TICKETS.
ONE PLACE.

Paner with
us to sell your
tickets!
Our ticketing system is sophisticated,
intuitive, and easy-to-use. We offer
competetive pricing and excellent local
customer service.
Work with the team you trust, who knows
and cares about your organization, your
events, and their success.

CONTACT US FOR
A DEMO TODAY!
805-546-8208 or
info@My805Tix.com
POWERED BY:

Tempest

Ras Danny

Drum & Perk

Raye Zaragoza

Browse an assortment of food, art, crafts, and merchandise vendor
booths. Kids will love our Central Coast Party expanded play area
with a surf simulator, mechanical shark, dance dome, bungee run,
rockwall slide, and more! Check out the Saturday Dune Run Run &
Walk and Sunday Mardi Paws Dog Parade!
Atmasandhi

Stone Soup Music Festival is an outdoor event in Ramona Garden Park (993 Ramona Ave.)
and the surrounding streets in Grover Beach. For details, call (805) 489-1488, or visit the
Stone Soup Music Festival Facebook page. Thanks to our major sponsors:
Nichols Foundation West and the City of Grover Beach.

Stone Soup Music Festival, Food, & Street Fair
is a South County Chambers of Commerce event.
www.santamariasun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • Sun • 19

Nipomo Senior Center, 200 E. Dana St., Nipomo.

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 18
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BI-LINGO Informal conversation to practice
Spanish language skills for anyone with basic
Spanish-speaking skills. Second Thursday of every
month, 6-7 p.m. Free. Santa Maria Public Library,
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

POINT SLO LIGHTHOUSE TOURS Docents lead
guests on a one-hour tour of the historic site, the
buildings, and up to the Lighthouse tower. Please
arrive 15 minutes early. All proceeds go directly
toward the site’s restoration. Wednesdays, 12 & 1
p.m. and Saturdays, 12, 1 & 2 p.m. $17-$22. 805540-5771. pointsanluislighthouse.org. Point San
Luis Lighthouse, 1 Lighthouse Rd., Avila Beach.
San luiS obiSpo

CYBERCAMP: AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
Learn important skills in cyber safety and
cybersecurity. For students entering grades 7
through 12. Mondays-Fridays, 8:30-2:30 a.m.
through Aug. 3 $150. 805-546-3132. cuesta.edu/
communityprograms. Cuesta College Community
Programs, Highway 1, San Luis Obispo.

FREE ADOPTION INFORMATION SESSION
Free sessions on adoption information at our San
Luis Obispo office located at 1540 Marsh Street,
Ste 130. The FCCA has placed over 5,100 waiting
children into forever families since 1983. First
Thursday of every month, 6-8 p.m. Free. 805542-9084. fcadoptions.org. Family Connections
Christian Adoptions, 1540 Marsh St. #130, San
Luis Obispo.

HEART OF SLO HISTORY WALKING TOUR
Explore Downtown SLO, Chinatown, and Tiger
Town and learn about their histories from the
Mission Era to modern times. Aug. 3, 10
a.m.-noon, Aug. 5, 2-4 p.m. and Aug. 6,
10 a.m.-noon $20; students $10. 805210-8687. secretslo.com/booking.
History Center of San Luis Obispo
County, 696 Monterey St., San Luis
Obispo.

MODERN MASTERS OF
ARCHITECTURE Learn about the

BOOK DISCUSSION New book every month.
Second Thursday of every month, 10:30 a.m.noon Free. 805-539-9374. slolibrary.org. San Luis
Obispo Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

CHESS CLUB OF SLO COUNTY For those who
want to play chess. Boards provided. Thursdays,
6:30 p.m. through Aug. 2 Free. slochess.com.
Carl’s Jr., 195 N. Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo.

FREE-FOR-ALL MOVIE NIGHTS Each meeting, a
movie is selected from a wide variety of GLBT films.
Second Friday of every month, 7-10 p.m. Free.
galacc.org. GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm St.,
San Luis Obispo.
FRIDAY NIGHT MAGIC AT CAPTAIN NEMO
Refreshments available on site for purchase.
Fridays, 5-8 p.m. 4 Booster Buy In. 805-544-6366.
Facebook.com/CaptainNemoGames. Captain
Nemo Games, 563 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

GALA Q YOUTH GROUP This group serves gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth (ages 13
through 18). Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. 805-541-4252.
galacc.org. GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm St.,
San Luis Obispo.

HOME SHARE SLO COFFEE CHAT An informal
gathering to talk about home sharing. Second
Wednesday of every month, 10:30 a.m.-noon Free.
805-215-5474. homeshareslo.org. Panera Bread,
299 Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS Meets at various
locations in SLO County: Arroyo Grande, Oceano,
San Luis Obispo, Morro Bay, Cambria, Atascadero,
and Paso Robles. No dues/fees. Mondays-Sundays,
6-7 p.m. Free. oacentralcoast.org. San Luis Obispo,
Citywide, SLO.

RAINBOW CONNECTION GROUP This
group serves gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender youth (ages 18 through
26). Meets every Thursday (except the
the third of the month). Thursdays,
6-8 p.m. 805-541-4252. galacc.org.
GALA Center Gallery, 1060 Palm St.,
San Luis Obispo.

aug. 2 – aug. 9
2018

hidden messages within buildings
designed by architecture innovators
including Julia Morgan and Frank Lloyd
Wright. Aug. 3, 2-4 p.m. $20; $10 for students.
805-210-8687. secretslo.com/booking. Dallidet
Adobe and Gardens, 1185 Pacific St., San Luis
Obispo.

ClubS & MeetingS
S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

BOLT: BOARD OF LIBRARY TEENS BOLT
meets once a month to decide on upcoming
teen programs and help select library materials.
Aug. 4, 10-10:45 a.m. Free. 805-925-0994.
engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria Public Library,
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SLO CHESS CLUB All ages and skill
levels welcome. Plays at the giant chess
board in Morro Bay on Saturdays. Boards
generally provided. Thursdays, 6:30-10 p.m.
and Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 805-215-4963.
slochess.com. Carl’s Jr., 195 N. Santa Rosa, San
Luis Obispo.

SLO PING PONG CLUB New players of all skill
levels welcome. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 7-10 p.m.
through Aug. 2 $20. 805-540-0470. Ludwick
Community Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis
Obispo.

SLO TABLE TENNIS All ages and skill levels
welcome. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 7-10 p.m. and
Sundays, 4-7 p.m. Free. 805-215-4963. Ludwick
Community Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis
Obispo.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Tuesdays, 1
p.m. 805-928-7799. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

Support groupS

HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the

TRUAMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A

Hi-Way Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers:
$20; Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load.
Sundays, 4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. HiWay Drive-In, 3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT:
MAH JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805922-2993. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park
Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY
MEETING Toastmasters International is a
worldwide nonprofit educational organization that
empowers individuals to become more effective
communicators and leaders. Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.
805-264-6722. santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/.
Toyota of Santa Maria, 700 E Beteravia Rd., Santa
Maria.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS OF SWEET
ADELINES INTERNATIONAL Welcomes all
women who are interested in learning about
barbershop-style music singing and performing.
Thursdays, 6:45-9:30 p.m. 805-736-7572. Lutheran
Church of Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Road,
Orcutt.

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free.
naughtyoak.com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S
Broadway St Ste 102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

NIPOMO SENIOR CENTER The center is open
five days a week; closed on weekends and holidays.
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-929-1615.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL SEWALL

San luiS obiSpo

S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S
foster parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays
805-965-2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life,
3130 Skyway Dr., Suite 501, Santa Maria.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (SOUTH
COUNTY) Hospice SLO County is offering this
support group for those grieving the death of a
loved one. Held in the Church Care Center. Drop-ins
welcome. Tuesdays, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. 805-5442266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 990 James
Way, Pismo Beach.

SPOUSE AND PARTNER LOSS SUPPORT
GROUP (SOUTH COUNTY) A Hospice SLO
support group for those grieving the loss of
a partner or spouse. This group provides the
opportunity to connect with individuals in a similar
situation. Held in Room 16. Drop-ins welcome.
Thursdays, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266.
hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 990 James Way,
Pismo Beach.
San luiS obiSpo

#METOO: DROP-IN SUPPORT GROUP FOR
WOMEN These monthly support groups are
for adult women who have experienced sexual
harassment or sexual abuse. The focus of the group
is to create a safe place for participants to share,
be connected with local resources, and get support
in the healing process. First Tuesday, Friday of
every month, 12-1 p.m. RISE, 51 Zaca Ln., Ste. 100,
San Luis Obispo, 805-226-5400.
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roll out the red Carpet

The Lompoc Theatre Project and the Lompoc Chamber of Commerce are co-hosting a
community mixer on Aug. 9 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Lompoc Theatre, located at 112
N. H St., Lompoc. Guests can enjoy wine, beer, food, and exploring the historic building.
Admission is free. More info: (805) 588-5391 or lompoctheatre.org.
CHILD LOSS SUPPORT GROUP Hospice SLO
County is offering this support group for those
grieving the loss of a child. This group provides the
opportunity to connect with individuals in a similar
situation. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 6-7:30
p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org/supportgroups. Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San
Luis Obispo.
FAMILY CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP A
support group for those who are caring for a loved
one, no matter the diagnosis. This group provides
the opportunity to connect with individuals in
a similar situation. Drop-ins welcome. Every
other Friday, 2:30-4 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266.
hospiceslo.org. Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific
St., San Luis Obispo.

LIVING WITH GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP A
support group for those grieving a death or
searching for ways to cope with the life-altering
illness of someone they love. Trained grief
counselors will be present to support the group and
share information. Drop-ins welcome. Mondays,
12:15-1:15 p.m. through Aug. 20 Free. 805-5442266. hospiceslo.org/support-groups/living-withgrief-support-group. Hospice SLO County, 1304
Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

meditative, and joyous circle dances using music,
mantras and movements from a variety of cultures
and spiritual traditions. First Sunday of every
month, 2-4 p.m. $8 - $10 donation. 805-717-1933.
Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 Stubblefield
Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.
805-928-7799. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m. 805928-7799. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center,
420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45
a.m. 805-928-7799. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

COMPLIMENTARY YOGA Free for resort guests
and locals alike. Sundays, 8:30-9:30 a.m. through
Oct. 28 Free. 805-773-5003. thedolphinbay.com.
The Spa at Dolphin Bay, 2727 Shell Beach Rd.,
Pismo Beach.

KUNDALINI YOGA Gentle yoga classes with a

NAR-ANON: LET IT BEGIN WITH ME Nar-Anon
is a support group for those who are affected by
someone else’s addiction. Tuesdays 805-458-7655.
naranoncentralca.org/meetings/meeting-list/. San
Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

focus on meditation and chanting in the Kundalini
Yoga (as taught by Yogi Bhajan). All levels of
experience welcome. Thursdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m.
through Dec. 31 $12 per class; $40 for 4 classes.
626-864-4810. branchmillorganics.com/classesoffered/. Branch Mill Organic Farm & Retreat
Center, 2815 Branch Mill Rd., Arroyo Grande.

RESOLVE GENERAL INFERTILITY SUPPORT
GROUP Support for those suffering through the

REMINDFUL MONDAYS MEET-UP: EXPLORING
MINDFULNESS Experience the benefits of

trauma of infertility. A peer led group through
RESOLVE, the national infertility association.
Second Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free. 619-807-7006. Downtown SLO, Higuera St.,
San Luis Obispo.

Create & learn
S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. 805-928-7799.
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares
Ave., Orcutt.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays,
9:30 a.m. 805-928-7799. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

SEWING CAFE CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS
Sewing Cafe offers various classes and workshop.
Call for full schedule. ongoing Sewing Cafe, 541
Five Cities Dr., Pismo Beach, 805-295-6585.

Mind & body
S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA Release
and open your body with breath, props, and
meditation. Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.
com. Yoga for Mankind, 130 N Broadway, Suite B,
Orcutt.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Simple,

secular mindfulness and meditation to overcome
depression, anxiety, and stress. Occurs every first
and third Monday. First Monday of every month,
6-7 p.m. Free; donations accepted. 805-2705523. mindfulkindfulyouniversity.com/remindfulmondays-meetup/. Coffee Bean, 354 Five Cities Dr.,
Pismo Beach.

SENIOR BODY FITNESS Please bring your own
weights and bands. Mondays, 11 a.m.-noon $1 per
class. 805-598-7108. Cortina Apartments, 241
Courtland St., Arroyo Grande.

SILVER SNEAKERS ZUMBA Appropriate for all
ages and fitness levels. An easy-to-follow dance
fitness class. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10
a.m. Free for members; $6 to drop-in. 805-4417932. Oceano Community Center, 1425 19th St.,
Oceano, adulted.luciamarschools.org.
WATER EXERCISE FOR ALL AGES These classes
help relieve joint pain, enhance your breathing,
and increase your range of motion. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 805481-6399. 5 Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way,
Arroyo Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.
San luiS obiSpo

AFRICAN DANCE An all levels dance class where
you can learn traditional dances from Guinea
and West Africa. Accompanied by live drumming.
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m. $5-$10. afrodance.net.
Performance Athletics Gymnastics, 4484 Broad
St., San Luis Obispo, 805-547-1496.

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 21

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 20
AIKIDO FOR EVERYONE A Japanese martial art
designed to stop violence with minimum harm.
This class welcomes beginning and experienced
students of all levels. Tuesdays, 5:45-7 p.m. $65
for 3 months. 805-549-1222. aikidosanluisobispo.
com. San Luis Coastal Adult School, 1500 Lizzie
St., San Luis Obispo.

AIKIDO SELF DEFENSE FOR ADULTS Taught
by fifth degree black belt instructor Mary Tesoro.
Tuesdays, 5:45-7 p.m. $65 for 3 months. 805549-1222. ae.slcusd.org. San Luis Coastal Adult
School, 1500 Lizzie St., San Luis Obispo.

CONDITIONING EXPRESS Raise your heart rate
and increase muscular endurance through specific
circuits of moves using a variety of equipment
and your own body weight. Tuesdays, 6:45-7:30
a.m. through Aug. 9 $66. 805-549-1222. San Luis
Coastal Adult School, 1500 Lizzie St., San Luis
Obispo, ae.slcusd.org/.

A L W A Y S A M A Z I N G. N e v e r r o u t i n e.
FRIDAY

AUG

GENTLE YOGA Includes exercises involving
the Egoscu Method, foundation training, active
isolated stretching, and more. Mondays,
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 805-549-1222.
ae.slcusd.org. San Luis Coastal Adult School,
1500 Lizzie St., San Luis Obispo.

3

8 PM

METABOLIC CONDITIONING Exercises include
weights, kettle bells,
stability balls, and other
props. Tuesdays,
Thursdays, 8:05-9
a.m. through Aug. 9
$88. 805-549-1222.
San Luis Coastal
Adult School, 1500
Lizzie St., San Luis
Obispo, ae.slcusd.
org/.

FRIDAY

AUG

DIVA 2 DIVA
auG. 2 – auG. 9
2018

Thunder From
Down Under:

10

8 PM

Girls' Night Outback

FRIDAY

AUG

STRENGTH FOR
50+ Join Cassandra for this

exercise
program designed to promote muscle strength,
flexibility, and coordination. This class is best
suited for students ages 50 and over. Mondays,
Wednesdays, 9:15-10:15 a.m. through Aug. 8 805459-1222. ae.slcusd.org. San Luis Coastal Adult
School, 1500 Lizzie St., San Luis Obispo.
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8 PM
FRIDAY

OutdOOrs

AUG
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WALK IN FAITH FOR BLESSINGS ON OUR
FAMILIES A 3-day 40 mile pilgrimage from Orcutt
to Santa Ynez. Call for full details. Aug. 3-5 $35
per person; $55 per couple; $70 per family of 3;
$15 for each additional family member. 805-9374555. St. Louis de Montfort Church, 1190 E Clark
Ave, Santa Maria, Santa Maria.

El Coyote
with Fidel Rueda

Jo Koy:

24

Break The Mold Tour

8 pm &
10:30 pm

san luis ObispO

AUGUST BEACH KEEPERS CLEANUP WITH
ECOSLO Help ECOSLO clean the beach and
track data. Volunteers are encouraged to bring
their own buckets, gloves, and reusable water
bottle. Bags, litter grabbers, and snacks will be
provided. Aug. 4, 9-11 a.m. Free. 805-544-1777.
bit.ly/2HL1zMe. Morro Rock, Santa Lucia Range,
Morro Bay.

CALIFORNIA CRAFTSMEN HOUSES WALKING
TOUR Tour various houses and discover what
motivated the people who built and dwelt in
them. Aug. 4, 10 a.m.-noon $10-$20. 805-2108687. secretslo.com/booking. Dallidet Adobe and
Gardens, 1185 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

3 4 0 0 E H i g h w a y 24 6 , S a n t a Yn e z · 8 0 0 -24 8 - 6 2 74 · C h u m a s h C a s i n o . c o m
Chumash Casino Resort reserves the right to change or cancel promotions and events.

LAWLESS SAN LUIS WALKING TOUR Learn
about the culture clashes, greed, and piety that
led to some of the strangest stories in SLO history,
including swindles, shoot-outs, and bombings.
Aug. 2, 10 a.m.-noon and Aug. 4, 2-4 p.m. $10$20. 805-210-8687. secretslo.com/booking.
History Center of San Luis Obispo County, 696
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO ADOBES WALKING TOUR Find out where
local mud buildings are, who lived in them, how
they were built, and more. Aug. 5, 10 a.m.-noon
$10-$20. 805-210-8687. secretslo.com/booking.
History Center of San Luis Obispo County, 696
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

18486-7_CHU_EntAds_SMS_7-5x9-5.indd 8

LO QUE OFRECEMOS:

JOB #: 18486-7_CHU_EntAds_SMS_7-5x9-5 · Client: Chumash · Agency: RIESTER
Due Date:

Pagada Experiencia de Trabajo
Trim: 7.5" w x 9.5" h · Bleed: N/A · Color: 4C · Pub: Santa Maria
Sun con Transportación
Asistencia
Entrevistas
y Ropa para Entrevistas
07/25/18 · Insertion Date: 08/01/18 · Contact: Bill Robbins · brobbins@riester.com
Talleres de Habilidades para el Empleo
Competición de Metas Incentivos
Sombra del Trabajo y Exploración de Careras
Asistencias Profesional
Otros Tipos de Soporte Para el Empleo

VICTORIAN HOUSES AND WILD WEST LIVES
WALKING TOUR Aug. 6, 2-4 p.m. $20; students
$10. 805-210-8687. secretslo.com/booking.
History Center of San Luis Obispo County, 696
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

THE WOMEN WHO LED SAN LUIS WALKING
TOUR Explore the local areas where historical
figures, including artist Ascension Dallidet, poet
Frances Milne, and philanthropist Phoebe Hearst,
built, planted, painted, and more. Aug. 2, 2-4 p.m.
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• Specializing in custom stamp work
• Industrial/ Commercial/ Residential
• High-Quality & Affordable Rates
• Serving Santa Maria & Surrounding Areas
RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ/ OWNER
(805) 714-5960
Visit: www. Aztechconcrete.com

Servicios para
Juventud en Red
Santa Maria : (805) 934-3537 x 1301

Vanessa.Gonzalez@PathPoint.org
Lompoc : (805) 742-3950
Juan.Rubio@PathPoint.org
Persíganos en @youthnetworkedservicessb
WIOA Titulo 1 programa de asistencia financieras o actividades son de parte de una
igual oportunidad de empleo/ programa. Ayudas Auxiliares y servicios están disponibles
con solicitud para individuales con discapacidades.

QUIEN CALIFICA:

El juvenil de edades 16 a 24
Residentes del Condado de Santa Barbara
Tiene que tener una o más de los próximos
requisitos:
estar sin hogar
deserción escolar
embarazada/crianza
juventud de crianza

antecedentes penales
discapacidad documentada
estudiante de Inglés
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$10-$20. 805-210-8687. secretslo.com/booking.
History Center of San Luis Obispo County, 696
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

SportS
S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

NFL FLAG FOOTBALL Presented by Rise and
Achieve. For boys and girls ages 5 to 17. First game
takes place July 7. 10 games guaranteed. ongoing
805-868-3633. riseandachieve.com. Ernest

Righetti High School, 941 E. Foster Rd., Orcutt,
805-937-3738.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

Beach Pier, West end of Pomeroy, Pismo Beach.

Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria.

KidS & FaMily

TODDLER OBSTACLE COURSE Open to toddlers

LADIES GOLF NIGHT Offering swing and putting
instruction from 5 to 6:30 p.m. and live music
and refreshments to enjoy from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursdays, 5-8:30 p.m. through Aug. 30 $10.
805-481-5215. Pismo Beach Golf Course, 25 West
Grand Avenue, Grover Beach, pismobeachgolf.com.

STRIDE WITH THE TIDE 5K Registration for this
5K takes place the day of from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m.
Race starts at 8:30 a.m. Aug. 4, 7:15 a.m.-noon
$15 for race only; $25 for race plus a shirt or cap.
805-773-7063. pismobeach.org/recreation. Pismo
IMAGE COURTESY OF ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL, SANTA MARIA INC.

S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

MINI MAKERS CAMP 7-30 to 8-3 Campers will
have VIP access to the Discovery Museum’s new
makerspace. Enjoy tinkering with electronics,
robotics, and textiles. Camp concludes with
a special Mini Maker fair. Through Aug. 3,
9 a.m.-noon $100 to $150. 805-928-8414.
smvdiscoverymuseum.org. Santa Maria Valley
Discovery Museum, 705 S. McClelland St., Santa
Maria.

South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

BILLINGUAL STORYTIME Enjoy storytelling and
songs in both English and Spanish. First Tuesday
of every month, 10:30-11 a.m. Free. 805-473-7161.
slolibrary.org. Arroyo Grande Library, 800 W.
Branch, Arroyo Grande.

CAMP BRAVE GIRLS For girls fifth through
eighth grade. Includes dance, crafts,
and theater activities. Aug. 6-10, 8
a.m.-3 p.m. $225. 805-489-1210.
stpatschoolag.com. St. Patrick
Catholic School, 900 W. Branch St.,
Arroyo Grande.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief
gymnastics classes for ages 1 to 3
(as soon as they can start walking on
their own). Mondays, Wednesdays,
Fridays, 9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m.
$35-$55. KT’s All Star Gymnastics,
237 Town Center E, Santa Maria,
805-349-7575.

READALOUD The Buellton Library

auG. 2 – auG. 9
2018

presents ReadAloud, a play-reading
group for adults, teens and children 9 and
up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-3115. Buellton
Library, 140 W. Highway 246, Buellton.

READING BUDDIES Kids attending this program
will partner with a teen and read aloud to them.
Mondays-Thursdays, 3-5 p.m. through Aug. 2 Free.
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.
SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical
Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose,
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805714-4927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and
Boone St., Santa Maria.

STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER Aug. 3 Free.
805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa Maria
Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

nothin’ but a hound doG ShoW

The sixth annual Hoedown With The Hounds Dog Show and Dinner takes place Aug. 11 at
5:15 p.m. at the Santa Maria Elks Lodge, located at 1309 N. Bradley Road, Santa Maria.
There is a $25 entry fee per dog. Dinner admission ranges from $20 to $45. More info: (805)
714-8749.



and their caregivers. Aug. 2, 3-4 p.m. Free. 805925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SUMMER MAKERSPACE Kids can enjoy creating,
building, and using their imagination during these
Library Maker Events in the library’s Learning
Center. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. through Aug. 25
Free. 805-925-0994. engagedpatrons.org. Santa

CAMP BROADWAY: ALICE IN
WONDERLAND JR. For grades

K-8. This camp concludes with
a performance of the production.
Mondays-Fridays, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. through
Aug. 3 $625. 805-489-1210. stpatschoolag.
com. St. Patrick Catholic School, 900 W. Branch
St., Arroyo Grande.

OCEANO DUNES VISITOR CENTER Enjoy
exhibits of dune and lagoon plant and animal
species. End your visit with a stroll behind the
center to the fresh-water lagoon. Thursdays, 12-4
p.m., Fridays, 12-4 p.m., Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. and
Sundays, 12-4 p.m. through Dec. 30 Free. 805-4742667. Oceano Dunes Visitor Center, 555 Pier Ave,
Oceano.

PAWS TO READ Children are invited to read with
Nella the therapy dog. All ages welcome. Aug. 9,
3:30-4 p.m. Free. 805-473-7163. slolibrary.org.
Arroyo Grande Library, 800 W. Branch, Arroyo
Grande.
San luiS obiSpo

AIKIDO FOR KIDS AGE 4-13 AIKI-MITES (age
4-6) class is 3pm on Tuesdays. AIKI-KIDS (age 7-13)
classes are Tuesdays/Thursdays at 4pm. Call to
observe or pre-register. Tuesdays, Thursdays $50-
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Come See Our
Professionals...
for a great deal!







ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

Suppoing local journalism one ticket at a time
TICKET WITH US · SEARCH FOR EVENTS · PURCHASE TICKETS
My805Tix.com For more info: 805-546-8208 · info@My805Tix.com
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$75 monthly. 805-544-8866. aikidosanluisobispo.
com. Budo Ryu, 3536 South Higuera St., San Luis
Obispo.

BOARD GAME BONANZA Children and teens are
welcome to come and play board games. Aug. 8,
2-5 p.m. Free. 805-781-5775. slolibrary.org. San
Luis Obispo Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.
DRAMA AND IMAGINATIVE PLAY CLASS:
AGES 5-8 Sing, dance, play games, and create
stories and characters. Saturdays, 11-11:45 a.m.
$120 for 10 weeks. 805-709-0761. pyjamadrama.
com/us. SLO Movement Arts Center, 2074 Parker
St., San Luis Obispo.

DRAMA AND PLAY CLASSES: AGES 2-4 Build
language, develop motor skills, and practice
cooperation, concentration, and problem solving.
Mondays, 10:15-11 a.m. $120 for 10 weeks. 805709-0761. pyjamadrama.com/us. SLO Movement
Arts Center, 2074 Parker St., San Luis Obispo.

FAMILY NITE AT 7SISTERS BREWING $5
options include kids’ grilled cheese, kids’ pulled
pork sliders, craft root beer floats, and more.
Features live Irish music and family activities.
Wednesdays, 4-9 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133.
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd.
Suite 110, San Luis Obispo, 7SistersBrewing.com.
FAMILY POTTERY NIGHT Classes include
instruction and materials. Saturdays, 6-8 p.m.
through Dec. 20 $50 for 2 classes. 805-896-6197.
anamcre.com. Anam Cre Pottery Studio, 1243
Monterey St, San Luis Obispo.

KIDS PARTY PARADISE Kids aged over
4 can enjoy games, an obstacle course,
pizza, dessert, crafts, a movie, and more.
No gymnastics experience required. Aug. 11,
5:30-10:30 p.m. Starts at $34. 805-547-1496.
performanceathleticsslo.com. Performance
Athletics Gymnastics, 4484 Broad St., San Luis
Obispo.

MINIMAKERS SUMMER CAMP A STEAM based
summer camp that changes theme from week
to week. Themes include Mazes and Machines,
Maidens and Minstrels, Mermaids and Monsters,
and more. Visit site for full schedule and more info.
Through Aug. 3 mini-makers.com/summercamp.
SLO MakerSpace, 81 Higuera St., Ste. 160 and
180, San Luis Obispo, 242-1285.

MINIMAKERS SUMMER CAMP:
MERMAIDS AND MONSTERS Kids
can enjoy pirate activities, mermaid
tea parties, wooden sword fights,
sea monster slime, and jellyfish
watercolors. Through Aug. 3, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. $355-$415. 805-2421285. mini-makers.com/summercamp.
SLO MakerSpace, 81 Higuera St., Ste. 160
and 180, San Luis Obispo.

MUSIC TRIVIA NIGHT Test your musical

time, and more. Full and half day options available.
Through Aug. 10, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Starts at
$40. 805-547-1496. performanceathleticsslo.com.
Performance Athletics Gymnastics, 4484 Broad
St., San Luis Obispo.

Spiritual
S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join
Hope Community Church for Sunday morning and
Wednesday night services. Children care provided
for infants and children under 4. Sundays, 10:30
a.m. and Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-9222043. hopesm.com. Hope Community Church,
3010 Skyway Dr. Suite F, Santa Maria.
INTUITIVE GUIDANCE Sessions may include but
are not limited to mediumship, psychic awareness,
light journey work, and aura cleansings. Thursdays,
12-2 p.m. $20 for 15 minutes. 937-271-5646.
CovenTree: Books and Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa
Maria.

MEDITATION CLASS: A STUDY OF TRADITION
AND PRACTICE With AnnKathleen, who has been
meditating since 1992 when she was introduced to
Transcendental Meditation from teacher Sri John
Karuna. Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45 p.m. $10-$15. 805598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Art of Alchemy, E.
Orange St, Santa Maria.

WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen uses tarot
and oracle cards to guide participants to solutions
that bring peace, happiness, and positive thinking.
Fridays-Sundays, 1-5 p.m. $60-$100. 805-5981509. Art of Alchemy, E. Orange St, Santa Maria,
divining.weebly.com.

WISDOM READINGS AT COVENTREE
AnnKathleen, the Mistress of Alchemy, uses tarot
and oracle cards to guide participants to solutions
that bring peace, happiness, and positive thinking.
Every other Friday, 1-5 p.m. $60-$100. 805-5981509. divining.weebly.com. CovenTree: Books and
Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

WOMEN ON THE FRONTLINES Aug. 9 and Aug.
9-11 $55. 805-925-5678. healingroomssmv.
com. Healing Rooms Apostolic Center,
3010 Skyway Dr., Santa Maria.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

CHANNELING With Mike Smith.
Receive channeled messages from
spirit guides and love ones. Second
aug. 2 – aug. 9
Saturday of every month, 6:30-7:30
2018
p.m. $35. 805-489 -2432. Halcyon
Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd.,
Arroyo Grande.

knowledge by identifying songs from short audio
clips. For teens and adults. Aug. 8, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Free. 805-781-5991. slolibrary.org. San Luis Obispo
Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis Obispo.

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY

INTUITIVE CIRCLE CLASSES Explore your gift

SMaSh it up

The Santa Maria Public Library hosts its Teen Super Smash Bros. Competition on Aug. 3
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. This contest is open to middle and high school students only. Entry and
admission is free. Complimentary snacks will be available. The library is located at 421 S.
McClelland St., Santa Maria. More info: (805) 925-0994.

VolunteerS

S a n ta M a r i a Va l l e y/ l o S a l a M o S

South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

AMPSURF LEARN TO SURF CLINIC Volunteers
and participants needed for these Learn to Surf
clinics for those living with disabilitites. Volunteers
don’t need to know how to surf. Aug. 4, 6:30 a.m.-1
p.m. and Aug. 5, 6:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. ampsurg.
org. AmpSurf, 340 Pomeroy St., Pismo Beach,
805-773-0302.
San luiS obiSpo

CENTRAL COAST HOSPICE VOLUNTEER
TRAINING Central Coast Hospice is seeking
compassionate volunteers to provide 3 to 4 hours a
week to hospice patients and their families. Fridays,
9 a.m.-3 p.m. through Aug. 17 Free. 805-540-6020.
Central Coast Home Health and Hospice, 253
Granada, San Luis Obispo.

FELINE NETWORK OF THE CENTRAL COAST
Seeking volunteers to provide foster homes for
foster kittens or cats with special needs. The Feline
Network pays for food, litter, and any medications
needed. Volunteers also needed to help with
humanely trapping and transporting feral cats for
spay/neuter. ongoing 805-549-9228. felinenetwork.
org. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY THRESHOLD SINGERS
SEEK NEW VOICES Sing for individuals

of receiving and giving intuitive information during
these classes hosted by Julie Jensen. Every other
Tuesday, 6:30-8 p.m. $25. 805-489-2432. Halcyon
Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo
Grande.

experiencing life-limiting or end-of life conditions.
First Sunday of every month, 2-4 p.m. Free. 805544-2266. hospiceslo.org/services/hospice-slocounty-threshold-singers. Hospice SLO County,
1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

develops skills that can last a lifetime like the
confidence to be brave, desire to share ideas
with others, and the joy of solving problems with
friends by your side. Saturdays, 11-11:45 a.m.
and Mondays, 9:30-11 a.m. $12. 805-709-0761.
pyjamadrama.com. SLO Movement Arts Center,
2074 Parker St., San Luis Obispo.

INTUITIVE DEVELOPMENT Explore your innate

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels, San Luis

gifts of receiving and giving intuitive information
with Julie Jensen. First Tuesday of every month,
6:30-8 p.m. $25. 805-489-2423. Halcyon Store
Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

Obispo, needs noon time drivers. Must have own car
to deliver prepared meals. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-2
p.m. 805-235-8870. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

SCIENSATIONAL WORKSHOPS:
ELECTRONICS LAB Learn about electronics,

of communicating with spirit in a safe environment
with Mike Smith. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $15.
805-480-2432. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S.
Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

PYJAMA DRAMA: DRAMA AND IMAGINATIVE
PLAY CLASSES Drama and imaginative play

experiment, and take home your own electronic
lab kit. For ages 7 to 11. Through Aug. 2,
12:45-4:30 p.m. $180. 805-546-3132. cuesta.
edu/communityprograms. Cuesta College
Community Programs, Highway 1, San Luis
Obispo.

SCIENSATIONAL WORKSHOPS: MODEL
AIRPLNES, BRIDGE BUILDING, AND
ELECTRONIC GADGETS Build your own
rubber-powered model airplane, model
bridges, and other electronics projects. For
ages 7 to 11. Through Aug. 2, 8:30 a.m.12:15 p.m. $180. 805-546-3132. cuesta.
edu/communityprograms. Cuesta College
Community Programs, Highway 1, San Luis
Obispo.

SUMMER GYMNASTICS CAMP Performance
Athletics Gymnastics offers camps for kids ages
3 to 13 (toilet trained). Kids can enjoy gymnastics
(no experience necessary), games, crafts, outdoor

MEDIUMSHIP DEVELOPMENT Learn the basics

Food & drink
FarMerS MarketS
l o M p o C/ Va n d e n b e r g

SUNDAY FOR SPIRIT PSYCHIC READINGS

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh

Features an assortment of psychic readers. Sundays,
1-5 p.m. Vaires. 805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post
Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

fruit and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and
activities for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m.
Lompoc Farmers Market, Ocean Avenue and I
Street, Lompoc.

YOUTH SERVICES The City Church Central
Coast holds youth services for junior high school
students. Mondays, 6:30 p.m. Free. 805-929-8990.
thecitycc.org. Faith Life Community Church, 726 W
Tefft St, Nipomo.
San luiS obiSpo

ASK SABRINA 30 years of Tarot reading
experience. Open Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday
in SLO County and Thursday and Sunday in South
SLO County. ongoing 805-441-4707. asksabrina.
com. Private Location, TBA, San Luis Obispo.

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local
farmers and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. Orcutt Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.
South CoaSt Slo Cou nt y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes
produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25
p.m. Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley,
Arroyo Grande.

NIPOMO FARMERS MARKET Includes a
large variety of locally grown produce. Open
year round Sundays, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
nipomofarmersmarket.com/. Nipomo Farmers
Market, Via Concha Road, Nipomo.
San luiS obiSpo

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market in SLO is the
largest Farmers Market in California. Thursdays,
6:10-9 p.m. Downtown SLO, Higuera St., San Luis
Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 vendors.
Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market Parking Lot,
2650 Main St., San Luis Obispo.

eVentS
S a n ta y n e z Va l l e y

WINE TASTING WITH THE SUMMER PASS
Taste at your own pace from 14 Santa Ynez Valley
tasting rooms. Each tasting consists of 4 to 5
wines. No blackout dates. Reservations are not
required. Through Aug. 31 $50. 800-563-3183.
santaynezwinecountry.com. Participating Wine
Tasting Rooms, Santa Ynez Valley, Santa Ynez,
Buellton, Los Olivos, Solvang.
San luiS obiSpo

BUBBLE AND RAW BAR Visit Foremost’s new
Bubble Bar where guests can get bubbles by the
glass or by the bottle along with a bites from a
special raw menu created by Chef Thomas Drahos.
Thursdays-Saturdays, 5-9 p.m. 805-439-3410.
foremostslo.com/. Foremost Wine Co., 570 Higuera
St. Ste 105, San Luis Obispo.

FRIDAY NIGHT PINT NIGHT Buy logo glass for
$8 and bring it in every Friday for $2 off refills.
Wine offered at happy hour pricing. Fridays, 4-10
p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7sistersbrewing.com/
events-page. 7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank
Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo.

LOMPOC’S OLD TOWN MARKET Features live
entertainment, a farmers market, food booths,
vendors, free kids activities, and more. Presented
by the Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce and
Visitors Bureau. Fridays, 5-8 p.m. through Aug.
10 Free. explorelompoc.com. Lompoc Old Town
Market, 100 South H St, Lompoc.

WOODSTOCK’S SLO PINT NIGHT With the first
pint as low as $5, Woodstock’s gives half-off refills
in the same glass. Wednesdays, 8-11 p.m. Free.
805-541-4420. woodstocksslo.com. Woodstock’s
Pizza, 1000 Higuera St, San Luis Obispo.

VANDENBERG VILLAGE FARMERS MARKET

WOODSTOCK’S SLO TRIVIA NIGHT For

Locally grown produce and food stuffs are available
year round. Sundays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Vandenberg
Village Farmers’ Market, 120 Burton Mesa Blvd.,
Lompoc.

trivia aficionados and fun-lovers in general
alike. Tuesdays, 9-11 p.m. Free. 805-541-4420.
woodstocksslo.com/events/. Woodstock’s Pizza,
1000 Higuera St, San Luis Obispo. ❍
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Dine and Devour
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

Cheesy Wheels
Locals burn rubber to
make it to the familyowned Pizzeria Bello
Forno, where staff like
Stefan Spallino serve up
pies including the pear and
prosciutto (left) and the
Chicken Bianci (right). It’s
why the restaurant won
Best Pizza in this year’s
Best Of readers poll.

Start your engines
It takes very special businesses,
organizations, and people to get
Northern Santa Barbara County
residents firing on all cylinders.
Every year, the Sun asks locals
to vote on which really rev their
engines, and we’ve got their
favorites in our annual Best Of
issue. So drop the top down, crank
up the radio, hang your fuzzy dice,
and take a ride to the very best
North County has to offer!

BEST SANTA MARIA RESTAURANT

Shaw’s Steakhouse
714 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA

LIQUID CONNECTIONS..................... 41

You might have the nicest roadster or hot rod in
town, but you’ll still struggle to find some parking
at Shaw’s Steakhouse in Santa Maria. The famous
restaurant is almost always packed with locals
looking for a perfect sit-down dinner experience.
And when a big car show or the Elks Rodeo comes
to town, the place lights up like the Fourth of July.
From the legendary steaks and tri-tip to the fresh
seafood, Shaw’s is an institution in the valley.
Shaw’s represents a dedication to quality that has
been upheld for years by Guggia Enterprises, which
knows Santa Maria-style oak pit barbecue isn’t
something just for backyard parties, but makes for
an unpretentious fine dining experience as well.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT ....... 48

RUNNER-UP: MOXIE CAFE

DINE AND DEVOUR ............................24

—Joe Payne

BURNING CASH....................................52
EVENTS AND FESTIVITIES..............68

BEST NIPOMO RESTAURANT

FEELIN’ GOOD .......................................74

Jocko’s Steakhouse

COMMUNITY ON MY MIND .............82

125 N. THOMPSON AVE., NIPOMO
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Jocko’s Steakhouse in Nipomo might be the
most famous restaurant that does absolutely no
advertising. They don’t need to—the restaurant’s
loyal and dedicated customer base does it all for
them, either by boasting about the perfectly aged
and seared steaks they ate there or placing one of
the iconic “Follow me to Jocko’s” bumper stickers
on their rides. Locals who voted Jocko’s as Best
Nipomo Restaurant know they go there for more
than just the down-home, delicious food, they go
there for that fun, familiar experience. Everyone
is free to “come in and monkey around,” as
it says on the side of the building, and enjoy a
century-long Nipomo tradition.

RUNNER-UP: RANCHO NIPOMO
BBQ
—JP

BEST ORCUTT RESTAURANT

Kay’s Orcutt
Country Kitchen
135 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
Every kitchen begins with K—but there’s only
one Kay’s Orcutt Country Kitchen. A quaint

daytime diner located in the heart of Old Town
Orcutt, Kay’s is cherished by those in and outside
the community for many reasons, and the food
is just one of them.
“People don’t just come to Kay’s for a meal,
they come for the experience,” manager
Jessica Smith told the Sun. “It’s the team, the
atmosphere, the ambience, the whole experience
that keep people coming back.”
Next time you’re cruising through Orcutt
looking to fuel your appetite, don’t settle for
anywhere less than the best!

RUNNER-UP: FAR WESTERN
TAVERN
—Caleb Wiseblood

BEST LOMPOC RESTAURANT

Scratch Kitchen
610 N. H ST., LOMPOC
Scratch Kitchen is a combined effort of the
Caudillo family that has created memorable meals
in Lompoc for several tasty years. Maybe you’re
feeling like a baby arugula and prosciutto salad
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We want to invite our
customers to visit us at:
2021 N. Broadway, Santa Maria,
CA 93454
Hours: Mon-Sun
8am-9pm
(805) 739-8887
(Santa Maria)

ocations:
ditional L
d
a
t
a
s
1901
Contact u
(805)686- 39
g
n
a
lv
So
3-09
- (805)69 05)543-2810
Buellton
(8
Obispo
San Luis
m
o
roco.c
www.taco

From the Entire TrattoriaUliveto Staff
Thank You Northern Santa Barbara County
for Voting Us the Best Italian Restaurant! AGAIN!

Celebrating Our 15 Year Anniversary!
Thank you all for voting us Best Place for Skin
Care and Best Place to Get a Massage!

Grazie!
Top Row: Renee Waddle, Andressa Duran, Amie Vickers, Kayla Gardener, Paige Maxwell Trego, Elizabeth Tucciarone, Michele Picarelli
2nd Row: Sheila Gibilisco, Tammie Paek, Makiko Karp, Jen Haskell
Not Photographed: Sandy Green, Sherri Buvick, Janel Juanich, Cheyenne Wilber, Karissa Sanchez, Alex Ketcham

805-934-8682 | 130 Clark, Old Orcutt

Fine Italian Cuisine

TrattoriaUliveto.com • 805-934-4546
285 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt
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BEST OF from page 24
topped with balsamic onions, goat cheese, pine
nuts, prosciutto, and EVOO. If you want something
with more meat, there’s also the braised short ribs
with a celery purée, farmers market vegetables, and
red wine demi. The kitchen prides itself on using
fresh produce to bring the authentic farm-to-table
taste in every dish.
“I expected my mama’s cooking (or somewhere
thereabouts), but I was served way more than I
anticipated or could have even imagined,” Mark
V said on Scratch Kitchen’s Yelp page.

RUNNER-UP: AMERICAN HOST
—Karen Garcia

BEST GUADALUPE RESTAURANT

Romo’s Market
727 GUADALUPE ST., GUADALUPE
For great Mexican food on a budget, Romo’s
Market in Guadalupe is the place to beat. But this
year, among North County residents, it beat out
the competition as Best Guadalupe Restaurant.
Feed yourself (and probably a friend) for $10
or less and fill up on dishes like carne asada fries,
breakfast burritos, tortas, tacos, enchiladas, and
more. Heck, you can even bring your own pot
and take your menudo to go! Romo’s is also a
market, as the name implies, so load up on your
grocery essentials or just grab a beer to go with
that quesadilla.

RUNNER-UP: LA SIMPATIA
—Ryah Cooley

BEST LOS ALAMOS RESTAURANT

Full of Life Flatbread
225 BELL ST., LOS ALAMOS
About 20 miles south of Santa Maria, tucked
away in Los Alamos, is the local foodie gem Full
of Life Flatbread. Loyal customers never get
bored since the menu has changed weekly for
the past 15 years. The dishes that are available to
order vary depending on what’s in season at the
local farmers’ markets.
“We’re honored,” owner Clark Staab said.
“We came when there was not a lot here, and I’m
honored to still be relevant. People come here
because they like the seasonality of what we do.”
Recent menu offerings include a Coachella
Valley date and bacon flatbread as well as
Korean-style beef short ribs. While the menu
will change by your next visit, it’s sure to be just
as yummy as before.

RUNNER-UP: CHARLIE’S
RESTAURANT
—RC

BEST LOS OLIVOS RESTAURANT

Sides Hardware and
Shoes, A Brothers
Restaurant
2275 ALAMO PINTADO AVE., LOS OLIVOS
If you haven’t been to Sides Hardware and

Shoes, A Brothers Restaurant, you might wonder
why Jeff and Matt Nichols named their elevated
comfort food venue after the business that first
occupied the building.
“The location is historic and a special
building for the Los Olivos community and
the entire Santa Ynez Valley, and when we
had an opportunity to lease it, we were all in,”
Jeff said.
With that respect for history comes a
respect for quality food. Though not quite as
classically oriented as their other restaurant,
the Red Barn, Sides is a “lunch-driven”
restaurant with a focus on sandwiches,
salads, and more.
“We really just wanted a craftsman American
cuisine,” Jeff said. “Can’t get enough of that.”

and he had just opened the Palace Kitchen,”
Jeff said. “I loved it and asked him what his
inspiration was, and he said, ‘I just opened a
place where I would want to hang out.’”
Whether it’s for a fennel sausage pizza or a cut
of meat fresh from the butcher shop, stop by and
hang out with the Olssons, and see why locals
voted their spot the Best Buellton Restaurant.

RUNNER-UP: HITCHING POST II
—KG

BEST SOLVANG RESTAURANT

Paula’s Pancake
House

RUNNER-UP: MATTEI’S TAVERN

1531 MISSION DRIVE, SOLVANG

—JP

As you cruise down Mission Drive in Solvang,
it’s nearly impossible to escape the communal
gaze of the plethora of mouth-watering eateries.
But one establishment outshines the rest. Your
foot slams on the brake pedal. You leave the car
in the middle of the street—there isn’t time to
park. At this point, there’s no force on earth
that could keep you from devouring the Danish
pancakes found at Paula’s Pancake House, this
year’s winner of Best Solvang Restaurant. This
family-owned diner, which also serves American
breakfast standards and lunch items, has been a
Solvang staple since the late ’80s. You can take
the time to park, but you won’t want to leave
Paula’s once you’re there.

BEST BUELLTON RESTAURANT

Industrial Eats
406 E. HIGHWAY 246, BUELLTON
Industrial Eats in Buellton brings a whole
other vibe to its customers, from the menu
to the the graffiti art on the walls. The eatery
and butcher shop is housed in a repurposed
warehouse, and its communal tabletops make
it a perfect place for strangers and friends to
come together and chow down. Jeff and Janet
Olsson, owners of New West Catering and
Industrial Eats, said their inspiration come
from Jeff ’s previous experience in the food
industry.
“I worked for Tom Douglas in Seattle in 1999

RUNNER-UP: ROOT 246
—CW
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20th Anniversary
2018 WINNER

SA LE

Best Place to Get
a Tattoo/Piercing

30 off
%

Thank you
for voting us
one of the
best for the
last 10 years!

Sofas, Dining Room
& Bedroom Furniture
Since 1998

(805) 925-3272

(805) 310-4536
coppercoffin.com
104 W Chapel St.,
Santa Maria
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Thank you for
voting for us!

10-6 Mon-Fri · 10-5 Sat · 12-4 Sun

230 H E. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

Best
Kid Friendly
Restaurant

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING DOC’S!
NEW Santa Maria Parlor
725 E. Betteravia Rd. (Enos Ranch)

FREE
PEANUTS
with your
in-house meal!

www.DocBurnsteins.com

Best Vegetarian
Restaurant

Thank you
for voting us
the best!

ting us
Thanks for vo go on aone of the
first date!
to
BEST places
Best Eco-Friendly
Business

2407 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
www.thenaturalcafe.com

Daily Bowling Specials
Daily Bowling Specials
Happy Hour (M-F)
NEW ARCADE Now Open!
Bar & Lounge (DJ’s 6 Nights a Week)

Happy Hour (M-F)
NEW ARCADE Now Open!
Bar & Lounge (DJ’s 6 Nights a Week)

128 E. Donovan Rd,
Santa Maria
(805) 925-2405
www.Ranchobowl.com
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BEST SANTA YNEZ RESTAURANT

Dos Carlitos
Restaurant
& Tequila Bar
3544 SAGUNTO ST., SANTA YNEZ
Dos Carlitos Restaurant & Tequila Bar is a
sibling restaurant to Carlitos Cafe y Cantina
in Santa Barbara and Cava Restaurant & Bar
in Montecito, but the restaurant has definitely
carved a beloved place for itself in Santa Ynez.
Dos Carlitos combines the experience of the
open fire grill and the smoky essence of authentic
specialty dishes and salsas with a twist. Take
the grilled chicken quesadilla: asadero cheese,
caramelized onions, poblano chiles, guacamole,
and chipotle cream. It’s easy on
the budget and just the right
portion to satisfy your cravings
with each flavorful bite. Not to
mention the grilled anaheim
Santa Maria has more
chiles that are stuffed with queso
Mexican restaurants than
fresco, served with handmade corn
you can visit in a day, even
tortillas. Call in to make a reservation
if you break the speed limit,
but locals chose El Herradero
so you can sit back, relax, and enjoy a
as the place with the Best
dish of mouthwatering goodness.

Local favorite

RUNNER-UP:
SY KITCHEN
—KG

Authentic Mexican Food this
year. The restaurant makes
everything from scratch,
from the perfectly refried
beans to the freshly
grilled asada.
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Thanks for voting us the best
restaurant in Lompoc.

610 N. “H” Street in Lompoc

805-819-0829
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Thank You

For Voting us

Best Bakery!

Store Hours: Tuesday~Friday 7:30am~7pm, Saturday 7:30am~6pm, Sunday 11am~5pm, Closed on Mondays • ginaspieceofcake.com
(805)922-7866 • 307 Town Center East, lower level next to Macy’s

Thank
You

For Voting Us Best Jewelry
Store in Northern
Santa Barbara County!

It is an honor to be chosen
Northern Santa Barbara County’s
Best Chiropractor.

We enjoy providing Santa Maria with
the best chiropractic care.

Thank you for trusting our office with
your health care needs.

Anaya Chiropractic & Sports Injury
1140 E. Clark Avenue, Santa Maria · (805) 925-1678

338 E. Betteravia Rd. Suite D, Santa Maria, CA
(805) 925-9299 • www.anayachiro.com
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THANK YOU FOR VOTING US
BEST GUADALUPE RESTAURANT!

727 Guadalupe St., Guadalupe

(805) 343-1477
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BEST RESTAURANT. PERIOD.

Hitching Post,
Casmalia
3325 POINT SAL ROAD, CASMALIA
It may not have the claim to fame that its sister
restaurant in Buellton found by appearing in the
hit film Sideways, but the original Hitching Post
in Casmalia is steeped in tradition and well known
among locals as one of the best places to grab a
piece of California-style barbecue steak. For more
than a century, the Hitching Post has burned red
oak to add a perfect sear and flavor to unnumbered
slabs of charred beef. And despite not making
an appearance on the silver screen, the flagship
location still has earned plenty of accolades,
including earning a spot on Forbes magazine’s list
of “10 Great BBQ Joints in the USA.”

RUNNER-UP: CUBANISSIMO
CUBAN COFFEE HOUSE & CAFE
—Spencer Cole

Skid into Shaw’s

BEST FOOD TRUCK

BBQ In The Stix
SANTA MARIA
For our car-themed Best Of issue this year,
it’s only fitting that BBQ In The Stix—which is
famous for taking Santa Maria-style barbecue
on the road—won Best Food Truck. Founded by
grillmaster and owner Ronny Cavazos and his
family, the BBQ In The Stix food truck houses
a bonafide Santa Maria-style oak pit barbecue.
They grill some of the juiciest tri-tip, chicken,
and other meats you can find on the Central
Coast, and load them up on a toasty ciabatta roll
or wrap them in a tortilla.
“I really believe that quality and consistency
set us apart,” Cavazos told the Sun via email. “We
want to make sure that the food we serve up is the
same whether it’s your first visit or your 10th.”

RUNNER-UP: CUBANISSIMO
CUBAN COFFEE HOUSE & CAFE
—JP

BEST BREAKFAST

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

which nabbed the top spot for best local bakery
thanks to fresh ingredients, devoted staff, and
variety, according to owner Gina Martin.
“My staff is amazing,” Martin said.
“Customers have been coming to us for so long
they have a high level of expectation, and we
want to make them happy.”
Martin said the bakery doesn’t just specialize
in sweet treats like brownies, cookies, custom
cakes, and more, but also features savory treats
like her favorite, the linguisa, jalapeño, and
cheddar roll.
“The smell is just amazing,” she said. “There’s
something here for everyone, no matter what
your tastes are.”

RUNNER-UP: ORCUTT BAKERY
—Rebecca Rose

Kay’s Orcutt
Country Kitchen
135 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
It’s no surprise that Kay’s Orcutt Country
Kitchen, also voted Best Orcutt Restaurant, is
taking home the gold for Best Breakfast this year.
How’s that old saying go? Slow and steady wins
the race? Well, there’s no better way to take things
slow after a hard day’s night than Kay’s famous
Too Much to Drink Last Night omelette, complete
with diced chicken-fried steak, bacon, jack and
cheddar cheese, and sausage and bacon gravy.
“The key to our food is consistency. We
consistently buy the best and serve the best,”
manager Jessica Smith told the Sun. “Plus, no one
can turn down our bacon.”

RUNNER-UP: JACK’S IN OLD
ORCUTT
—CW

BEST BAKERY

Gina’s Piece of Cake
307 TOWN CENTER EAST, SANTA MARIA
Rev your engines for Gina’s Piece of Cake,

BEST SEAFOOD

BEST BURGER JOINT

Orcutt Burgers
1099 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT;
1771 W. GRANDE AVE., GROVER BEACH
If you’re in the mood for some juicy burgers,
you don’t even have to get out of the car when
you visit Orcutt Burgers. The local burger joint
opened its doors in the Santa Maria Valley in
1998 and has continued flipping patties ever
since. And while the menu has evolved over the
years, the delicious burgers have carried on in
the tradition of excellence. Bite into one of these
bad boys at one of two locations in either Orcutt
or Grover Beach. Don’t forget to try the zucchini
fries dunked in their housemade ranch.

RUNNER-UP: SANTA MARIA
BURGERS

Atari-Ya
Japanese
Restaurant

—SC

BEST PIZZA

Pizzeria Bello Forno

1551 STOWELL CENTER PLAZA,
SANTA MARIA
When Santa Marians are looking for
something from the sea, there’s plenty in town
to choose from, but it’s hard to compete with
the level of freshness and skilled preparation at
Ataria-Ya Japanese Restaurant. The sushi menu
at Atari-Ya boasts a wide array of traditional
sashimi, with yellowtail, salmon, scallop, oyster,
mackerel, red snapper, clam, and even a few types
of roe to choose from. They also get creative with
the California-style rolls, like the rainbow roll,
which includes a variety of fish, or the crunchy
calamari roll, which includes tempura squid
fried to perfection. There’s also standbys you’d
expect from any seafood joint worth its soy sauce,
including oysters on the half shell and king crab.

RUNNER-UP: MARISCOS
ENSENADA

BEST STEAK

Hitching Post,
Casmalia
3325 POINT SAL ROAD, CASMALIA
They say you haven’t had a Santa Maria-style
steak until you’ve been to the Hitching Post.
It’s a hidden little gem out there in Casmalia,
the restaurant’s flagship location. It’s one of the
only features in the tiny town, but don’t let that
you deter you from stepping into a little piece
of history before biting into a oak fire-grilled
steak. Some patrons have the option of sitting
next to the grill, which is featured behind a
glass partition. Watch the cooks sear your steak
up close, but be warned: Your mouth may begin
to water.

RUNNER-UP: JOCKO’S
STEAKHOUSE
—SC

119 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
Owner Bob Spallino worked in catering for
12 years and brought his keen eye for authentic
imported ingredients to Pizzeria Bello Forno.
The flatbread pizza eatery, which opened in 2017,
is known for mixing traditional favorites with
unusual flavor combinations that appeal to a
broad audience.
“The business has been good, but I don’t take
it for granted,” Spallino said. “A lot of people tell
me that our food tastes like what they’ve had
in Italy. We make everything from scratch and
use high-end ingredients. People like the whole
vibe here. We wanted to create something that’s
different.”

RUNNER-UP: KLONDIKE’S PIZZA
—JP

There’s no place more
quintessentially Santa Maria
than Shaw’s Steakhouse,
which won Best Santa Maria
Restaurant and Best Tri-Tip
Sandwich this year for its
oak pit barbecue excellence.
The steakhouse is a favorite
among locals and those who
roll into town once a year for
their favorite car show.

—RR

BEST TRI-TIP SANDWICH

Shaw’s Steakhouse
714 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
When you’re drag racing down Broadway
and you’ve just got to have a Santa Maria-style
meal on the go, the best tri-tip sandwich around
is grilled over the oak pit right downtown at
Shaw’s Steakhouse. Well respected for how
the staff barbecue their meat, especially Santa
Maria’s signature cut, Shaw’s serves a hefty
portion of the succulent steer between two
slices of fresh white bread. Though you could
eat it in the car, it’s way more fun to munch on
Shaw’s tri-tip sandwich in one of the booths
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Best Breakfast

Restaurant and Bakery
Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm · Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm · Sun: 7am–8pm
Locally owned and operated! 156 S. Broadway St, Suite C, Orcutt · (805) 937-1871
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Wants To Thank You!

Voted Best
Breakfast
in Town
18 Years
in a Row

SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH DAILY
Daily 7am–2pm · 135 E. Clark Ave, Old Orcutt

(805) 934-4429
Follow us on Facebook

and Instagram

Voted Best
Orcutt
Restaurant

for our daily specials
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veggie-loving Californians can always count
on the Natural Cafe to pull through with fresh
plant-based deliciousness.
“We really cater to that need,” Santa Maria
General Manager Jackie Moran said.
Moran said the Natural Cafe’s veggie stir fry is
a customer favorite, second only to the Hungry
Planet Burger, a completely vegan burger that
tastes so much like beef, employees have heard
complaints from vegetarians who don’t like the
taste of the “meat.”
“That has been our biggest complaint,” Moran
said with a laugh, “so we’ll take it.”

RUNNER-UP: MOXIE CAFE
—Kasey Bubnash

BEST CHEAP EATS

Efren’s, Santa Maria
1625 S. BLOSSER ROAD, SANTA MARIA
Looking for a meal that’s worth digging into
your spare change jar and in between the couch
cushions for? Look no further than the $1.60
tacos and $6.99 breakfast burritos, two popular
items that Efren’s owner Nora Alvarez said her
customers always come in for.
“We’re so proud of the food that we serve and
the compliments from our customers that we get
after they’re done with their meal,” she said.
The breakfast burrito is packed with chorizo,
bacon, eggs, and potatoes. Or, if you’re feeling
extra meaty, check out the chorizo, eggs, and
beef option.

Race to
the freshest

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM
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that overlooks the glass-boxed oak pit Santa
Maria-style barbecue.

with every bite you can get the complete flavor.
Of course you can garnish it with salsa, but take
a nibble on the taco as is and try the succulent
selection of meats.

RUNNER-UP: BBQ IN THE STIX

RUNNER-UP: TACO ROCO

—JP

—KG

BEST SALSA

BEST BURRITO

Cielito Lindo

La Unica

1130 E. CLARK AVE., SANTA MARIA

2530 S. BROADWAY, SUITE G, SANTA MARIA

In 2001, Rosa Gascon, her husband, and son
opened the doors to Cielito Lindo, the family’s
authentic take on Mexican food.
“I think the Orcutt community was really
hungry for a real taste of Mexico,” Gascon said.
What draws Gascon’s customers time and time
again is the fact that they can see the ingredients
of the restaurant’s salsa on the grill. Everything
from the chilies, tomatoes, onion, and cilantro
are grilled and combined to make their mild and
mucho hot salsa every other day. Gascon laughs
when she mentions that the restaurant has tried
different salsa flavors, but her customers demand
the original two, so seasonal flavors don’t last
very long.

If you’re wondering how big La Unica’s burrito
selection is, just picture all of the vintage cars
in Jay Leno’s Garage wrapped in giant tortillas.
From the Surf and Turf to the Philly Cheese
Steak, La Unica’s got it all.
“When customers aren’t sure what they’re in
the mood for, I don’t automatically try to sell
them the biggest burrito we’ve got,” owner Alicia
Chavez told the Sun. “I’ll truthfully recommend
what I think they’d like, even if it’s just the bean
and cheese. It’s all about the little details and
going the extra mile to make sure customers go
home happy.”

RUNNER-UP: VAQUERAS
—CW

RUNNER-UP: VAQUERAS
—KG

BEST TACO

Vaqueras
1555 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
What once started as a taco truck has since
expanded into a brick-and-mortar restaurant,
where customers can sit and enjoy their meal
with table service. What brings people back to
Vaqueras aside from the inviting atmosphere
and Ranchera music playing in the background
is, of course, the food. Word on the street is their
tacos are amazing—a double corn tortilla holds
together tender pieces of carnitas garnished
with diced onions and cilantro. The best meals
are the ones with simple and few ingredients, so

BEST DELI SANDWICH

Papa Napoli Italian
Deli
325 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SUITE B9, SANTA
MARIA
Just like a big four-door SUV, Papa Napoli
Italian Deli has room for the whole family. The
local deli, which tops each table with games and
toys, has been owned and operated by the Napoli
family for nearly 35 years, according to owner
Donna Napoli. Many of her regular customers
have been eating at Papa Napoli since they were
children, Napoli said, and now they’re bringing
their children in.
“We’re truly a family-oriented, mom-and-pop
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Locals know to clear out the
trunk of their car when they
go to Spencer’s Fresh Market,
which won Best Grocery Store
this year. The locally owned
market carries everything to
feed a family or throw a killer
backyard barbecue.

RUNNER-UP: THE ‘A’ STREET
CAFÉ
—KG

BEST RESTAURANT TO IMPRESS
place,” Napoli told the Sun. “You’re not petrified
that your kid is going to get in trouble here.”
The warm atmosphere plus quality food—
including Papa Napoli’s famous pastrami
sandwich—keeps customers new and old happy
and, most importantly, full.

RUNNER-UP: WOODY’S BUTCHER
BLOCK
—Kasey Bubnash

BEST ICE CREAM/FROZEN YOGURT

Doc Burnstein’s
Ice Cream Lab
725 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SANTA MARIA
A hot summer’s day is the perfect time for the
family to pile into the car and head on over to
visit the doc for a scoop or two of ice cream. Doc
Burnstein’s popular flavor motor oil will keep
your body’s engine fueled and ready for some fun
in the sun. In a cup or on a waffle cone, this dark
chocolate and Kahlua ice cream with fudge swirls
is the perfect treat to beat the heat. In August of
this year, the doc will be celebrating 22 years of
cooky flavors in a fun, family atmosphere. Molly
Kasdan, the head of corporate promotions for
the ice cream business, said: “Our main thing is
that we want people to have an experience and
look back and have a positive memory of that
experience.”

RUNNER-UP: YOGURT CREATIONS
—KG

BEST VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT

Natural Cafe
SANTA MARIA, SANTA BARBARA, GOLETA
It’s not easy to find high-quality vegetarian
and vegan options on the Central Coast, but

Hitching Post,
Casmalia
3325 POINT SAL ROAD, CASMALIA
The voters have spoken and it’s a familiar
name and face. It should be no surprise that
Santa Marians and surrounding residents
chose the Hitching Post in Casmalia as the Best
Restaurant to Impress, especially considering
those same voters chose it for Best Steak and
Best Restaurant. Period in this year’s awards.
And you can hardly blame them. Why wouldn’t
you want to take someone to a place you know
has not just be the best steak but the best food?
Its sister restaurant may be a movie star, but the
Casmalia location is the darkhorse fan favorite
for Northern Santa Barbara County.

RUNNER-UP: FAR WESTERN
TAVERN
—SC

BEST KID-FRIENDLY RESTAURANT

Klondike’s Pizza
2059 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA;
104 BRIDGE ST., ARROYO GRANDE
There’s only one place in town where you can
chuck used peanut shells on the ground and
be encouraged to keep going. It’s no wonder
Klondike’s Pizza was voted the Best Kid-Friendly
Restaurant. Give it a call sometime and be treated
to the Super Mario Bros. theme song if you are
placed on hold. Serving up hot slices of ’za on
the Central Coast since 1988, Klondike boasts
pretty much every Alaskan-based fare (short
of live grizzly bears) it can. The menu includes
traditional pizzas but also burgers, a variety of
sandwiches, and real Alaskan reindeer sausage.
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BEST STEAK
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www.hitchingpost1.com or (805) 937-6151
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BEST ITALIAN FOOD

There’s also a great arcade for the kids to enjoy
while you eat and relax.

Trattoria Uliveto

RUNNER-UP: CRUMBLES CAFÉ
& BAKE SHOP

285 BROADWAY ST., ORCUTT
Mama mia! The partnership between
businessman Jim Spallino and chef Alfonso
Curti, which ultimately led to the creation
of Trattoria Uliveto’s delicious food and
chic interior, is more than molto bene. Both
Spallino and Curti had always dreamed of
owning a restaurant, according to Trattoria
Uliveto’s website, and when the opportunity
to take over the Wine Cottage Bistro presented
itself, the partners put the pedal to the metal.
Trattoria Uliveto is now a well-established
favorite, famous for its outstanding Italian
menu, lengthy wine list, and craft cocktails.
And the pasta is always freshly made, so you’ll
never want to say ciao!

—SC

BEST FARM/PRODUCE STAND

The Berry Stop
HIGHWAY 101, STOWELL ROAD EXIT,
SANTA MARIA
Kathy McPike remembers selling strawberries
out of the back of her Volvo when her children
were really young. It wasn’t until 2013 when The
Berry Stop made its debut that she began selling
produce from her stand. McPike sells a variety
of blackberries, blueberries, and strawberries.
The best thing about her stand, aside from the
berries, is the people who stop by.
“A lot of locals come once a week to get what
they need,” she said. “And then you get travelers
and you get so much conversation by asking,
‘Where you’re going or what are you doing with
the berries today?’” McPike said.

RUNNER-UP: PIZZERIA BELLO
FORNO
—KB

BEST AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

El Herradero

RUNNER-UP: DARENSBERRIES,
DB SPECIALITY FARMS

214 N. BLOSSER ROAD, SANTA MARIA
If you’re cruising down Main Street heading
West, don’t leave Santa Maria proper without
turning right on Blosser Road and stopping in
at El Herradero. Long touted as Santa Maria’s
best kept secret, the word is out on
this Mexican restaurant, which the
Sun’s readers have rightly voted as
the place in town to get the Best
Authentic Mexican Food. From the
A cruise down Highway 101
simplest of dishes, like their burritos
doesn’t need to stop if you
(breakfast burritos too) to the chile
want fresh strawberries,
relleno, El Herradero’s food tastes
just take the Stowell exit
like the quintessential dish straight
and visit The Berry Stop.
from your abuelita’s recipe book. But
Owner Kathy McPike loves
to serve locals and travelers
don’t stop there. They also have more
alike, which is why her
complicated but just as authentic
business won Best Produce/
dishes, like their shrimp cocktails
Farm Stand this year.
(coctel de camaron) or the Mar y
Tierra, a surf and turf platter with beef
fajitas and shrimp done five ways that
can feed the whole family, even your
cousin Flaco.

—KG

BEST GROCERY STORE

Spencer’s Fresh
Market

Make a stop

3580 ORCUTT ROAD, SANTA MARIA
This isn’t the first time John Spencer’s grocery
store has been named the best in the area.
Spencer’s Fresh Market has won Best Grocery
Store for many a year of Best Of. He told the Sun
the recognition wasn’t necessarily just validation
for good business practices in place since the
store first opened its doors in 1996.
“You know who it’s a validation for? It’s
validation to my team,” he said. “I can’t run
the deli, produce, and meat departments. We
have a group of great people and they’re all
locals, serving locals. It’s a true neighborhood
grocery store.”

RUNNER-UP: OLD TOWN MARKET
—SC

RUNNER-UP: LA MIA MERCADO Y
CARNICERIA

BEST HISPANIC MARKET

Vallarta
Supermarket
1482 S. BROADWAY AND 1875 N.
BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
You can find plenty of carnicerias in the
Santa Maria, but when locals think of one
place where they can get everything they
expect from a Hispanic market, it’s Vallarta
Supermarket. The locally owned chain has
two locations in Santa Maria that each boast
fresh produce, a wide selection of authentic
ingredients for everything from pozole to
tamales, a bakery, food court, and one of the
most extensive meat counters in town.
“Especially here in Santa Maria, there’s a
lot of barbecues and parties, so ever ybody
wants to have the best meat,” said Martha
Maldonado, the third assistant store
director at the South Broadway location.
“We’re just here to ser ve our people here
in town and give them excellent customer
ser vice.”

—JP

BEST CHINESE FOOD

North China
Restaurant

BEST JAPANESE FOOD

—JP

Atari-Ya
Japanese
Restaurant

BEST OUTDOOR DINING

Moxie Cafe
1317 W. MCCOY LANE, SANTA MARIA

1551 STOWELL CENTER PLAZA,
SANTA MARIA

113 N. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
North China owner and manager Michael
Sun knows why his food is so beloved, year after
year, by Sun readers.
“It’s quality,” Sun said. “After all these years,
we still love what we do and we still work hard to
have the freshest and best ingredients around.”
Another big key is that every dish is made to
order. Sun and his team genuinely care about
being the best, too.
“It’s a labor of love,” he said. “We enjoy what
we’re doing and really care about the product
we’re putting out there. We have a real passion
for it.”

RUNNER-UP: MING DYNASTY
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RUNNER-UP: CASA MAÑANA
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

—RR

The longstanding winner of the Sun’s Best
Japanese Food category, Atari-Ya Japanese
Restaurant, may seem unassuming on its
face, tucked into the back of the Stowell
Center Plaza, but don’t judge a restaurant
by its facade. Inside you will find the most
dedicated staff of cooks, servers, and of
course sushi chefs preparing and serving
some of the best Japanese food on the
Central Coast. If you want to go all the way
for a special event, reserve one of the paperpaneled shoji rooms, and enjoy a hot bowl
of miso soup before a round of traditional
sashimi or the more modern Californiastyle sushi rolls.

RUNNER-UP: NIYA
—JP

When Moxie Cafe first opened, it was designed
as a place to enjoy some healthy food and relax,
both indoors and out. The patio area has been
popular, winning Best Outdoor Dining several
years in a row now, as a shady spot to escape
the Santa Maria wind and even enjoy some live
music. General Manager Robert Grimmesen said
regulars appreciate that the patio is dog friendly
(there are treats and water bowls out there) and
that the landscaping includes drought-tolerant
plants.
“They’ve almost adopted it as their own,”
Grimmesen said. “If they have half a cup of
water left, on the way out they dump it out into a
succulent. They frequently ask questions, ‘what
kind of plant is that,’ so I think it’s really part of
the ambiance.”

RUNNER-UP: RANCHO NIPOMO
BBQ
—JP

Winner! Best
Chinese Food

winner

RUNNER-UP

(805) 925-3705

113 N. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Open Tues–Fri 11–3 and 4–9 · Lunch Specials 11–2 · Sat & Sun 11–9 · Closed Mondays
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Thank You to our Local Community
and Growers for making us #1

Hwy 101 & Stowell Rd., Santa Maria
(805) 714-6933 Open daily 10am–6pm
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WHERE FRESHNESS IS LOCAL
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Summer Fruit Sale!
Choose from Peaches * Nectarines * Plums * Apricots
* Locally Grown Strawberries

Spencer’s Fresh Salsa
Our Own Recipe! 16oz Tub
Chilled · Hot or Mild

Paso Station Wines
750 ml Bottle

Harris Ranch Prime Baseball Cut
Top Sirloin Steak

Spencer’s Own
Cheddar Jalapeño Sausage
Deliciously Spicy

Thank you for voting us Best Grocery Store
and for shopping Local, Local, Local!
Santa Maria

3580 Orcutt Road

805-937-3702

Morro Bay

2650 Main Street

805-772-8103

Open daily 7am - 10pm
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SANTA MARIA SUN 2018 BEST OF
We so appreciate your support!

Best Brewery and one of
the Best Tasting Rooms!

KEN MCCALIP
WANTS TO THANK YOU FOR
YOUR VOTE FOR
BEST TAKE-IT-TO-THE-MAN
LOCAL ACTIVIST
We are Honored
to be Voted Best Hair Salon!
Thank you!

3420 Orcutt Rd Suite 102, Santa Maria

(805) 937-8986
thehairloungesalon.com
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@thehairloungesalon

Also thank you for reading my commentaries in local papers. In 1984 I became
an environmental activist after my students and I were driven out of our school in
Casmalia by cyanide gas. After a six year battle we finally closed our neighboring
toxic dump facility. At this time in our nation’s history it is extremely important that
we all become activists and also make sure we all vote. Join me!

Liquid Connections

Cruise for brews
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

BEST WINERY FOR RED

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
If you’re firing up the old T-Bird for a jaunt
down Highway 101, make sure to check out
Presqu’ile Winery, located just off the main
drag. Estates Manager Cameron Porter said the
sprawling vineyard and tasting room is successful
because they know where they come from.
“With all of our wines, capturing a sense of
place is our No. 1 priority,” Porter said. “We
want to let the earth speak. In the case of our
reds, this manifests itself in the form of wines
that are spicy and bright, with a sense of elegance
that is rare to find in California.”

RUNNER-UP: RANCHO SISQUOC
WINERY
—Rebecca Rose

BEST WINERY FOR WHITE

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA

It’s not just red wines that Presqu’ile Winery
in Santa Maria is famous for. Wines such as the
Santa Maria Valley chardonnay and the Santa
Barbara County sauvignon blanc are hard to keep
on the shelves, thanks to demand from the public.
“Our white wines are so popular because
they capture the distinctive character of our
vineyard—deep, sandy soils in a transverse
valley just a few miles from the Pacific,” Estates
Manager Cameron Porter said. “As a result,
they possess a mouthwatering freshness. This,
coupled with our minimal use of new oak,
makes them very food-friendly.”

RUNNER-UP: CAMBRIA WINERY
—RR

BEST SPARKLING WINE

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Estates Manager for Presqu’ile Winery
Cameron Porter said a good sparkling wine will
tell people something about where it was grown,
like any great wine.

Stephen Kitts offers up a
Chela Mexican lager at the
Orcutt location of Naughty
Oak Brewing Company,
which won Best Brewery
this year. You can taste at
the popular Old Orcutt spot
or cruise down Highway 101
with the top down to the
brewery’s newer location in
Santa Ynez.

BEST BREWERY

Naughty Oak
Brewing Company
165 S. BROADWAY ST., SUITE 102, ORCUTT
3569 SAGUNTO ST., SANTA YNEZ

“Our sparkling wines speak to the unique
character of western Santa Maria, and in their
minerality and vibrant nature, one tastes the
nearby Pacific, the pummeling wind, and the
oceanic soils of our estate,” Porter said. “They
also possess the three-dimensional palate
presence found in the great bubblies of the
world—taut acidity, a fine mousse, and a depth
of character that can only come from many years
of aging before release.”

RUNNER-UP: RIVERBENCH
WINERY

Gearheads who love classic cars like to tinker
under the hood, but beerheads who love craft
beer like to tinker in a brewery. Stephen Kitts,
the beermaker behind Naughty Oak Brewing
Company, spends a lot of his time tinkering with
recipes and flavor combinations. Since opening
Naughty Oak Brewing Company in Orcutt in 2016,
the venue has become a local favorite, featuring
beers such as the Standard Issue saison, Uncle Red
red rye ale, and Fog Monster, a New England IPA.
“We’re just so happy we can be here and serve
our customers,” Kitts said. “They make all the
difference.”

RUNNER-UP: SANTA MARIA
BREWING COMPANY
—RR

—RR

BEST OF continued page 44
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THANK YOU

Esta.

for Voting Us

2017

Best Car Audio / Security

pizzeria BELLO FORNO
wood- fired artisan pizza

BEST PIZZA in
Northern Santa
Barbara County
and one of the Best
pizzeria BELLO
FORNO
Italian
Restaurants.
wood- fired artisan pizza
Thank you for
your votes!
— The Spallinos and
our Awesome Staff
Esta.

201 7

Specializing in
· Audio & Video for
Your Car, Boat or
Recreational Vehicle
· Custom Home Theater
Sales & Installation
· Safety & Security for
Your Car & Home

legit
legit

2128 S. Broadway SM • (805) 928-5656
356 Santa Rosa SLO • (805) 545-5959
www.lombardsstereo.com

Thank you for voting us
BEST THEMED BAR!

fun
fun

NEW EXTENDED MENU
+
EAT IN T0 GO + CATER + EVENTS
EAT IN + T0 GO + CATER + EVENTS
PRIVATE LUNCHEON MEETINGS
PRIVATE LUNCHEON MEETINGS

Owner / Chef
P H O N E 8 0 5. 6 2 3. 7 111
BOB SPALLINO Owner / Chef
P H O N E 8 0 5. 6 2 3. 7 111
EMAIL pbf@bellofor no.com
WEB b e l l o f o r n o . c o m
BOB SPALLINO

EMAIL

pbf@belloforno.com

WEB

CHIDO Specials
M

Beer Me Mondays 4pm-Midnight

T

Buy 2 Cocktails for 50% off 9pm

W

Drink specials 6pm-Midnight, Mus

-Midnight
ic starts @9pm

Th Chido House special appearances
by Hur

ricane Worldwide

F

Puro Pari Viernes, Top Latin DJ's

S

Signature Night, Super Sabado Lati

, VIP table/bottle reservations avai

lable

no

belloforno.com
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221 N Broadway, Santa Maria · (805) 354-0064

elksrec.com
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PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

One-stop winery
Presqu’ile Winery left the
competition breathing
their exhaust this year,
taking Best Winery for Red,
Best Winery for White, Best
Winery for Sparkling, and
Best Tasting Room.

BEST FANCY
COCKTAIL

Far Western
Tavern
300 E. CLARK AVE.,
ORCUTT

BEST OF from page 41
BEST TASTING ROOM

BEST MARGARITA

Presqu’ile Winery

Pepper Garcia’s

5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Classic cars always look beautiful, but they
look even more stunning when they’re parked
by Presqu’ile Winery’s award-winning tasting
room. Estates Manager Cameron Porter said the
key to the venue’s success is hospitality.
“From the warm greeting of our hosts to the
enlightened and empathetic service provided by
our team behind the bar, we want you to feel like
you’re being welcomed into our home to relax and
enjoy great wine,” Porter said. “We have also created
numerous additional experiences—tours, concerts,
food pairings—to explore Presqu’ile in greater depth
and learn more about what makes our estate special.”

RUNNER-UP: NAUGHTY OAK
BREWING COMPANY
—RR

BEST WINERY
OR BREWERY TASTING
TRANSPORTATION

3301 TERMINAL DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Why do so many Santa Marians pull up
their hot rods, lowriders, and muscle cars
to the Santa Maria Airport even though
they aren’t hoping to catch a f light? Well,
for Sun readers, it’s to get the margaritas at
Pepper Garcia’s. The restaurant has a little
cantina-style underground bar where beer
and mixed drinks are available but take a
back seat to their famed tequila-infused
cocktail. It all comes down to the mix,
Pepper Garcia’s owners tell the Sun, the
recipe of which is a secret they keep locked
under the hood. And when summertime
rolls around, the icy, mixed beverage is the
perfect way to beat the heat while enjoying
a f lavorful drink.

RUNNER-UP: DOS CARLITOS
RESTAURANT & TEQUILA BAR

Santa Maria Wine
Trolley
SANTA MARIA VALLEY
It’s an Uber! It’s a bus! No—it’s the Santa
Maria Wine Trolley! After fewer than two years
driving wine connoisseurs to and from their
favorite wineries in the Santa Maria Valley, the
Santa Maria Wine Trolley has become the area’s
favorite designated driver.
“I really think people chose it based purely on
convenience and cost,” Jennifer Harrison, director of
the Santa Maria Valley Visitors Bureau told the Sun,
adding that for only $10, participants can responsibly
taste their favorite drinks at the Radisson Hotel,
Presqu’ile Winery, Cottonwood Canyon Winery,
and tasting rooms in Old Orcutt—all in one day.
“It’s been amazing,” Harrison said. “It’s been
really supported and well received, and it’s been
a great opportunity to pair a local need with the
tourism component.”

RUNNER-UP: HOP ON BEER
TOURS
—Kasey Bubnash
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—Joe Payne

For three generations, the
Minetti family has brought
Central Coasters ranchstyle cooking and, most
importantly, Santa Mariastyle barbecue. Founded
in 1958, the restaurant is
settled nicely on Clark Avenue in Old Town
Orcutt. The tavern has earned widespread
acclaim over the years, but good food is
nothing without good libations. That’s why
this year’s winner of the Best Fancy Cocktail
has plenty of reasons to celebrate. With a fully
stocked bar and skilled bartenders, The Far
Western is one of the best places in the state
for a thick cut of steak paired with a perfectly
blended beverage.

RUNNER-UP: THE TAP ROOM,
SANTA MARIA INN
—Spencer Cole

BEST THEMED BAR

Chido Bar
221 N. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
When it comes to themes, Chido’s has got ya
covered. The Santa Maria-based bar serves as
both a dance and night club and offers weekly
party themes for patrons. Popular events this
year included the annual Dia De Los Muertos
party, where masks were donned and the dead
were celebrated. Each week, Chido’s hosts

its “House Thursday,” which features live DJ
performances focussing on the electronic dance
music genre. A short survey of regulars who
attend the bar found that the margaritas are a
must for first-time partygoers.

RUNNER-UP: COOL HAND LUKE’S
—SC

BEST HAPPY HOUR

Santa Maria Inn
Tap Room
801 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Right on the side of the historic Santa
Maria Inn, the Tap Room includes much of
the original construction from 1917, General
Manager Ryan Swack told the Sun. That’s
why it’s a favorite place among locals to
enjoy happy hour at, he said, from 4 to 6 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday.
“It’s a great atmosphere to unwind at after a
hard day at work,” Swack said. “The discounts
that are available for our happy hour—
for everything from your beer, wine, and
alcohol—it’s a great way to save a few bucks to
come in during that time.”

RUNNER-UP: PEPPER GARCIA’S
—JP

BEST PLACE TO HAVE
A CUP OF COFFEE

Cubanissimo Cuban
Coffee House & Cafe
4869 S. BRADLEY ROAD, SUITE 118,
ORCUTT
Chrystal
Trenado,
who
co-owns
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House & Cafe
with her husband, Arqui Trenado, said they
spent a lot of time sourcing the roaster of their
Cubanissimo Coffee. Chrystal said that what
makes Cuban coffee distinctive is its dark look
and strong taste.
“We work specifically with a Cuban
family whose heritage dates back to the 19th
century developing Cuba’s famous coffee on
the island,” she said. “Our cafe is designed
and decorated to bring you to a piece of the
forbidden Caribbean isle. It’s a great escape,
and there’s nothing like us on the Central
Coast. From authentic Cuban coffee and
cuisine to our Cuban
decor and music, we
want our customers
to get a complete
Cuban
experience
when visiting us.”

RUNNER-UP:
COFFEE TIME
—RR

Gas up
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee
House & Cafe is well known
for the delicious food
served there, but locals
are absolutely hooked on
the variety of coffee drinks
they offer. It’s the perfect
high-octane fuel to get your
pistons firing first thing in
the morning.

Thank You for
Voting us The
BEST Antique
Store!

Vintage
Veranda
Antiques & Mall

(805) 937-6767
255 Union Avenue, Old Town Orcutt
vintageveranda2013@gmail.com

Thank you for Voting us WINNER!
Yoga for Mankind is
located on the edge
of Santa Maria, CA,
in old town Orcutt.
We offer both Yoga
and Pilates classes to
the Central Coast for all levels
of students. Start Your Journey
with our Yoga and Pilates Classes
& discover a healthier you!

Thank You

T H A N K Y O U F O R V O T I N G U S B E S T BA R B E R S H O P

to our loyal patrons
for voting us runner-up,
Best Lompoc Restaurant

130 North Broadway,
Orcutt CA 93455 | United States

+805 680 6542
yoga4mankind.org

Email: Vicki@yoga4mankind.com

Established 1982
113 North I Street
Lompoc

156 S. Broadway St., Suite A | Orcutt | (805) 937-6575
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Thank You!
Thank you Santa Maria Sun readers for honoring us with six awards this year, including
naming us Northern Santa Barbara County’s Best Tasting Room for the fourth time!
• Best Winery for Red
• Best Winery for White
• Best Winery for Sparkling

• Best Tasting Room
• Best Live Music Venue
• Best Place to go on a First Date

Whether you’re stopping by to enjoy our acclaimed wines, to experience Live Music Fridays
or see one of the amazing bands in our Summer Concert Series, we look forward to sharing
the warmth and hospitality of our family-run winery with you soon.

PRESQU’ILE WINERY | 5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE | SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA | PRESQUILEWINE.COM | 8059378110
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Thank you for voting us
Best Cheap Eats!
Efren’s Deli Mexican
Restaurant #2, Santa Maria

DELI AND CATERING SERVICE:

(805) 868-9321
misael.alvz@yahoo.com
1625 S Blosser Santa Maria, CA 93458

3 LOCATIONS
Santa Maria · Oceano · Nipomo
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Arts and entertainment

Cruising
to country
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

BEST LIVE MUSIC VENUE

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Your engine will hum along to the tunes being
played at the concerts at Presqu’ile Winery. Estates
Manager Cameron Porter attributes the popularity
of the live venue to the intimacy of the space.
“To see such nationally known acts as
Steel Pulse, Ozomatli, and White Buffalo in
such a small setting is rare, and makes for an
unforgettable experience,” Porter said. “We have
Cody Canada and The Departed, The California
Honeydrops, and a very special concert for
Mission Hope all planned for the remainder of
the season.”
Plus, the venue is on the acres of beautiful
vineyards that produce grapes for Presqu’ile’s
wines, making it a strong standout.

RUNNER-UP: MOXIE CAFE
—Rebecca Rose

BEST LOCAL BAND OR MUSICIAN

The Molly Ringwald
Project
SANTA YNEZ

You’ve probably seen them jamming out
at one of the many live music venues in
North County with their signature 1980s
sound. If you haven’t, you’ll understand why
locals voted The Molly Ringwald Project
the Best Local Band or Musician when you
do hear the group. The band has grown in
popularity, bassist Rob Cantrell said, and is
now expanding its reach to shows in Ventura
and Los Angeles counties, but they’ll never be
too busy for their local fans.
“It’s home,” Cantrell said. “The Santa
Barbara County community has embraced us
wholeheartedly as we’ve embraced them, and
so when we get to play live anywhere on the
Central Coast, it’s just such a connection. ... It’s a
connection you can’t replace.”

RUNNER-UP: PRYOR BAIRD
—Joe Payne

BEST SHOP FOR MUSICIANS

Coelho Academy of
Music
325 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SANTA MARIA
Not everyone’s engines are revved by muscle
cars or chrome—some need cutaways, mother
of pearl inlays, and shiny steel strings. That’s
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what the guitars at Coelho Academy of Music
are like, along with the other instruments
and supplies that local musicians need. Even
when a beginner comes in looking for lessons
or their first guitar, it’s going to be quality,
owner Jerry Coelho explained.
“If you’re going to get a $100 guitar, you’re
going to get the best $100 guitar,” Coelho said.
“Because I’ve personally been around to all the
vendors and tried to get the best one I can, the
best quality.”

RUNNER-UP: OWENS MUSIC
—JP

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER

Caleb Marmolejo
SANTA MARIA
Caleb Marmolejo was just a teenager when
he picked up his first camera and started
helping out at his cousin’s wedding photography
business. With the help of his parents and a close
mentor, Carl Ostapiuk, Marmolejo said his skills
improved and he was soon able to shift gears and
put the keys in the ignition of his own business.
He shoots weddings, engagements, family
portraits, and even does some commercial work,
including a recent promo starring motocross
superstar Chad Reed.

Locals love to switch their car
radio dials during their morning
commute to listen to Sunny
Country 102.5, which won Best
Radio Station, and listen to Jay
Turner (pictured right), who
won Best Media Personality
this year, and Jessie Chavez
(left), who was runner-up in the
same category, spin country
music favorites.

“I think people underestimate how
valuable the relationship and personality
is when it comes to photographing,”
Marmolejo told the Sun. “A lot of people
base entire decisions on the final product,
but so much of you being yourself in front
of the camera is being comfortable with the
photographer.”

RUNNER-UP: ALEXANDRA
WALLACE
—Kasey Bubnash

BEST ARTIST

Dale Kreiter
SANTA MARIA
Dale Kreiter wrote in an email to the Sun:
“I sincerely believe that every person, young
or old, who has the Passion, Courage, and

BEST OF continued page 51
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Diani Companies would like to thank you
for voting us the best contractor
in Northern Santa Barbara County.

We are happy to announce that 2019 will mark our 70th
year in business on the central coast.
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Voted The Best Place to have a
Rockin’ Kids Party in Northern
Santa Barbara County.
Call Today to Book Your Ultimate Birthday Party
Experience and receive $25.00 OFF with this coupon

(805) 266-7080
215 Town Center East, G-58
www.rockinjump.com/santamaria
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Driven to create
The Ann Foxworthy at Allan
Hancock College was voted
Best Place to View Art by Sun
readers this year. The gallery
serves as an inspiration for
students who get to view
rotating art shows, but also
drives those studying fine
arts to create pieces for the
student art show.

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

and see the world with fresh eyes.”

RUNNER-UP: VALLEY ART
GALLERY
—RR

BEST OF from page 48
Devotion to Draw or Paint, to Write or Sing,
who works and plays with their Hearts and
Minds, in any way imaginable, deserves to
have their name placed here as well. You are
all Beautiful, Wondrous, and Amazing, just
the way you are! And you absolutely do change
the World with everything you Think and Say,
Feel and Do! So, Please, be True to yourself,
and be Kind to one another. I Love you all, very
much!”

RUNNER-UP: MCHARRY CUEVAS
—KB

BEST PLACE TO VIEW ART

Ann Foxworthy
Gallery, Allan
Hancock College
800 S. COLLEGE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
A classic car such as a 1967 Ford Mustang is
indeed a work of art, and if you’re looking for
more, the Ann Foxworthy Gallery is the spot that
gets art fans’ wheels turning. Marti Fast, who
recently retired after 21 years as gallery director,
said, “The Foxworthy is a beautiful, accessible,
welcoming space with good visiting hours.
“Besides showing traditional media in the
annual fine arts faculty and student shows, the
gallery has featured terrific group shows, largescale bronze sculptures, original animation
cells of Marvel superheroes, masks, handmade
brushes, sacred sand mandalas created by the
Tibetan monks, and remarkable one-person
shows,” she added.
Fast said the media featured at the gallery has
a lot of variety and make viewers “think, wonder,

BEST COMMUNITY EVENT

Santa Maria Elks
Rodeo and Parade
4040 HIGHWAY 101, SANTA MARIA
The wheels of the Santa Maria Elks Rodeo and
Parade have been turning for 75 years, according
to Elks Rodeo Chief Operations Officer Tina
Tonascia.
“It’s good, wholesome family entertainment,”
Tonascia told the Sun, adding that it’s not unusual
to see families with three or four generations in
attendance. “It’s like a huge family reunion for
everyone.”
Family fun aside, Tonascia said the rodeo’s
associated fundraisers have major horsepower.
This year’s rodeo queen contest raised nearly
$700,000 alone, she said, all of which stays right
here in the community. And none of it would
be possible without the hardworking volunteers
that help out each year, Tonascia said. Can we get
a yeehaw?

RUNNER-UP: VIVID FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT SHRED DAY
—KB

BEST THEATER GROUP

Pacific
Conservatory
Theatre, PCPA
800 S. COLLEGE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Park your cruiser and spend some time at
Pacific Conservatory Theater (PCPA). After

more than five decades, the theater is going
strong with rousing productions of musicals and
dramas such as Mamma Mia and The Crucible
this season. Marketing Director Maria Centrella
said PCPA is thankful for the support they get,
year after year, by the Sun’s readers.
“PCPA strives to provide top quality theater that
recognizes our diverse community,” Centrella
said. “We really appreciate the community
support in naming us Best Theater Group. This
is our 54th season, so we’ve had an opportunity
to develop the kind of quality programming our
community has come to expect.”

RUNNER-UP: SANTA MARIA CIVIC
THEATRE
—RR

BEST LEARNING CENTER/MUSEUM

Santa Maria Valley
Discovery Museum
705 S. MCCLELLAND ST., SANTA MARIA
Three, two, one, blast off! The Santa Maria
Valley Discovery Museum’s newest exhibit is
all about space, and Executive Director Nancy
Gastelum said the museum’s partnership with
Vandenberg Air Force Base has really brought
the vision to life.
“I think the kids are having a terrific amount
of fun pretending to be launch people,” Gastelum
said with a laugh, “not astronauts yet.”
Discovery Museum staff have put hard
work, long hours, and passion into bringing
makerspaces and other innovative learning
experiences to local families.
“So this is a real validation of all their
dreaming, and their hard work, and their
brainstorming of ideas,” Gastelum told the Sun.
“There are lots of things happening here that I
think our visitors love and want to see more of.”

RUNNER-UP: THE DUNES CENTER
—KB

BEST RADIO STATION

Sunny Country 102.5
SANTA MARIA
When cruising through the rolling, rural hills of
Santa Barbara County, it’s only fitting to switch the
radio to Sunny Country 102.5, which was voted Best
Radio Station by Sun readers this year. But Sunny
Country, part of American General Media, hasn’t
earned the distinction just on the station’s tailored
playlists, General Manager Rich Watson explained.
“I think the things that make Sunny
Country unique to this area is the involvement
in the community, our involvement with St.
Jude’s, all the different things we support in
the community,” he said. “And it’s nice to be
recognized by readers, that they see us out
there and enjoy what we bring to the table.”

RUNNER-UP: 95.7 THE BEAT
—JP

BEST MEDIA PERSONALITY

Jay Turner (Sunny
Country 102.5)
SANTA MARIA
Jay Turner loves spinning country music at
Sunny Country 102.5, but more than that, he
loves the Santa Maria Valley. Turner has lived all
over the U.S., he told the Sun, but there’s a reason
why he’s stayed put on the Central Coast—the
people. That’s why he’s involved in local charities
and is a regular fixture at community events.
“I think there’s a reason why certain personalities
stand out from the rest … some people choose to
just do their shift, unplug their headphones and
go home and live their life … and others choose to
unplug their headphones and be on the advisory
council for CALM and the Boys & Girls Club,”
Turner said. “I don’t do that for brownie points, I
do it because it makes me feel good.”

RUNNER-UP: JESSIE CHAVEZ
(SUNNY COUNTRY 102.5)
—JP
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Burning cash

Wheels and deals
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BEST NEW BUSINESS OF 2017

BEST CLOTHING STORE

BEST EYEWEAR

Cubanissimo Cuban
Coffee House & Cafe

Deasee’s Designs
Boutique

Lens Masters of
Orcutt

4869 S. BRADLEY ROAD, SUITE 118,
ORCUTT

115 W. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT;
101 N. H ST., LOMPOC

1140 E. CLARK AVE., SUITE 160,
SANTA MARIA

There were a lot of new faces in the local
business world this year, and Sun readers chose
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House & Cafe as
their favorite. Co-owner Chrystal Trenado said
the cafe brings a unique environment as well as a
new culture to the community.
“We’re so honored that the community
voted for us with this award,” Trenado said.
“It’s so amazing people have enjoyed our food,
drink, and experience to vote us the Best New
Business. We hope to continue to exceed their
expectations as we have fun, new things coming
with our expansion in the next few months.”

RUNNER-UP: LIDOS
—Rebecca Rose

Honk if you love Deasee’s Designs Boutique!
With locations in Orcutt and Lompoc, and
brands like Free People, Miss Me, and Kut from
the Kloth, owner Terri Deasee said Deasee’s gives
residents all over the Central Coast the high
maintenance, full-service shopping experience.
“We give old fashioned service,” Deasee
told the Sun, adding that Deasee’s employees
help customers in the dressing room, put
outfits together, and are always willing to grab
different sizes. Perhaps that’s why Deasee’s
has gotten the green light from our readers so
many years in a row.
“We want people to feel good while they’re
here,” she said, “and pretty when they leave.”

RUNNER-UP: ONE WAY
BOARD SHOP
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—Kasey Bubnash

When it comes to eyewear of all kinds, the
best place in town to pull up the hotrod at is
Lens Masters of Orcutt, at least according to Sun
readers, who could see clearly that the business
deserved the Best Eyewear award.
The local optical shop has been at its current
location in Santa Maria for 19 years and has its
own lab on-site where prescription lenses are
made to order for customers with varying needs.
“It’s in the quality of our customer service,”
owner Eric Bartell said of the store’s continued
popularity. “Other optical locations in town
send people to us when they can’t get stuff done.”

RUNNER-UP: SHEPARD EYE
CENTER
—Ryah Cooley

North County residents burn
a lot of rubber, and when they
need a quick set of new or used
tires, they turn to Calderon
Tires and Service to get the
job done quick at a reasonable
price. Pictured left to right:
Hector Valencia, owner Daniel
Calderon, Joe Flores, Jason
Hernandez, Pepe Ornelas, and
Jesus Medina.

BEST PLACE TO BUY KIDS CLOTHES

Sandbox Kids
142 TOWN CENTER EAST, A-25,
SANTA MARIA
It has been a decade since Sandbox Kids first
opened in the Santa Maria Town Center, and once
again it’s the winner of Best Place to Buy Kid’s
Clothes. The shop carries attire for youngsters
appropriate for all occasions, whether it’s school,
sports, sleep, or a formal event. Sandbox Kids offers
fashions and various accessories for children of all
ages and body types. The store is located within
Wildflower Women, a women’s clothing boutique
that shares Sandbox’s emphasis on providing quality
clothes and exceptional customer service. Since
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VOTED #1 DEALER
ON THE CENTRAL COAST

2175 S. Bradley Road • Santa Maria, CA 93455

HondaOfSantaMaria.com • (866) 421-2260
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BEST OF from page 52
2008, the combination of the two stores gives moms
even more of an incentive to stop in.

RUNNER-UP: YOUNG’S
CLOTHING
—Caleb Wiseblood

BEST THRIFT STORE

New Image Thrift
Store
2512 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Friendly employees and low-cost, local
donations are the fuel that have kept New
Image Thrift Store running for more than 30
years. Although its name and partnerships have
changed throughout the years, manager Becky
Figgins said its dedication to the community has
always been the same. Since the store hit the road
as New Image Thrift Store roughly 16 years ago,
Figgins said it’s been working with Domestic
Violence Solutions to provide victims of
domestic violence and their children with clean
clothes, toys, furniture, and kitchen appliances.
“They leave with nothing basically,” Figgins
told the Sun. “We’re here to help them and get
something back and start fresh.”
The store, which employs about 25 staffers and
puts out roughly 5,000 items a day, can always be
counted on for clean, high-quality merchandise.
“And our employees rock,” Figgins said.

RUNNER-UP: RAD THRIFT
STORE
—KB

BEST ANTIQUE STORE

Vintage Veranda
Antiques & Mall
225 UNION AVE., ORCUTT
In 2013, Vintage Veranda was established
from the creative eye of owner Merry Feliz, a
graduate of Fashion Institute of Design and
Merchandising and a former custom home
designer.
“After decades of designing custom
homes I decided to have some fun and
open this store where I could still work
with people and play with furniture,”
Feliz said.
With 18 vendors in her store, Feliz has
gathered a treasure trove of furniture,
china, vintage glassware, art, and yard
art. The building is as interesting as the
merchandise inside it; once a community
Presbyterian church, the building was also
a hardware store year ago.
“I am hoping that we make enough of an
impression to be remembered,” she said.

BEST BOOKSTORE

BEST MEDICAL MARIJUANA
DELIVERY SERVICE

BEST FINANCIAL PLANNER/
ACCOUNTANT

The Bookworm

MSLLC

Vivid Financial
Management

230 E. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SUITE K, SANTA
MARIA

SANTA MARIA, LOMPOC, SOLVANG,
SLO COUNTY

It’s not a good idea to read while driving, but
when the 1963 Corvette is in the shop, look to
The Bookworm in Santa Maria to pass the time
while you wait. Darin Gabler, the owner who
took over from founder Sheila Butterworth,
said that a lot of communities don’t have small
independent booksellers anymore.
“With a bookstore like this, you want
something that encourages you to look at
something you may not have thought of,”
Gabler said. “Everything here is good quality, it’s
worth paying for. We’re in business to provide
something of value to the community.”

One look at the Weedmaps app and it
becomes clear that there’s no shortage of medical
marijuana delivery services in North Santa
Barbara County. There’s so many that trying
to find one to meet your needs might seem
overwhelming. That’s where MSLLC comes in.
MSLLC stands out from the pack by providing
a wide selection of high quality flower, edibles,
and other products at low prices. Couple that with
drivers who are reliable, friendly, and knowledgable,
and you’ve got a delivery service that puts the
patients they serve first. If you’re a patient in Santa
Maria, Solvang, or even Lompoc and are looking for
some herbal relief, MSLLC has got you covered.

RUNNER-UP: THE BOOK LOFT,
SOLVANG
—RR

RUNNER-UP: COOPER’S
COLLECTIVE
—Chris McGuinness

BEST PLACE TO GEEK OUT

Santa Maria Public
Library

—Joe Payne

421 S. MCCLELLAND ST., SANTA MARIA
“‘Geeking out’ is defined as getting excited or
enthused about a favorite subject or activity,” wrote
Mary Housel, director of the Santa Maria Public
Library, in an email to the Sun. “The library is the
perfect place to indulge oneself on a subject or to get
together with others who enjoy the same activities.”
Whether it’s getting a video or book series to
take home and binge watch or read, joining one
of the library’s many programs (including Teen
Anime Club), meeting others to play games,
discuss books, or make things in the library
makerspace, Housel said the library offers
activities for all kinds of geeks at each of its five
branches in Northern Santa Barbara County.
The best part? It’s all free!

When you’re living life in the fast lane, it’s
always nice to have a place to slow down and relax.
At Amsterdam Lounge & Smoke Shop—where
customers can purchase various products or chill
out and smoke hookah in the lounge—manager
Noura Kurdi said relaxation is inevitable. Kurdi,
whose mom owns Amsterdam Lounge, said she’s
been to hookah lounges all over the world, but
none are quite like her family’s. Amsterdam’s
premium hookahs and wide variety of tobacco
flavors keep customers blowing through all week.
“People love it because you can do it without
getting super drunk,” Kurdi told the Sun. “It’s
just kind of a happy medium.”

RUNNER-UP: WORLD 1-1

RUNNER-UP: SMOKE 4 LESS

RUNNER-UP: DEJA VU
ANTIQUE MALL
—Karen Garcia

Lounge and fume
The winner of Best Smoke
Shop this year is the
Amsterdam Lounge & Smoke
Shop in Santa Maria, where
locals can get smokes and
supplies or smoke hookah
in the lounge on Broadway.
Pictured: Manager Noura
Kurdi exudes a plume of
hookah smoke at her family’s
business.
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RUNNER-UP: GLENN BURDETTE

BEST SMOKE SHOP

Amsterdam Lounge
& Smoke Shop

—KB

340 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
Vivid Financial Management formed
in Orcutt in 2015 to offer comprehensive
tax preparation, investment management,
and financial planning to locals. President,
owner, CEO, and founder Julie Darrah said
she and her partners are always working to
provide the “best fit” for locals looking to
maximize their finances.
“They come into our firm getting a holistic
approach,” Darrah said. “Our tagline is, ‘Clarity
in your plan, confidence in your future.’ The
word Vivid came from the word clarity, and so
they go hand in hand, and clients feel very clear
about what they’re doing with us and that we’re
helping them and that we’re integral in their
life.”

437 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA

—KB

BEST LAWYER/ATTORNEY

Harris Personal
Injury Lawyers
CALIFORNIA
On a roadtrip through all of California, you
could find Harris Personal Injury Lawyers
offices in 11 cities. But each office is unique
to the community it serves, according to Jared
Salter, managing director for the Central
Coast’s offices. Harris lawyers live where they
work, Salter said, so their clients are neighbors
and friends.
“I think we’re a larger law firm in that we
have offices throughout California, but we
try to be as local as possible in how we deal
with clients and our participation in the
community,” Salter told the Sun. “So we
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“THANK YOU
to all of our wonderful
customers for choosing
us 7 years in a row!!
We appreciate every
one of you!!”

115 W. Clark • Orcutt • 332-3152
101 N. “H” St. Lompoc • 430-8396

Not pictured: Emilee Deasee

The Polished Pet
805-937-5877

3850 S. US Hwy 101 in Santa Maria

The Polished Pet would like to thank everyone who voted our
business the Best Pet Hotel in NSBC. We appreciate you trusting
us with your best friends. The Polished Pet is your pet’s Home
Away from Home. Your family is our family when in our care.
Thank you again from everyone at The Polished Pet...
–Benita, Nancy, Brenda, Faith, Mario, Bryan, Andrew, Junior, Kathy

Voted Best
Gift Store
Again!

1108 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt · (805) 937-8766
www.companys-coming.com

Tips and Toes
With Carla’s Place

Thank you for voting us the best nail salon
in Northern Santa Barbara County.
Come and see us at 104 N. Concepcion in Santa Maria
and find out why we’re the best!
www.santamariasun.com • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • Sun • 55
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Wind in your face

have the resources of large law firm with the
mentality of a local law firm.”

RUNNER-UP: ANDRE, MORRIS,
& BUTTERY
—KB

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

Local pet parents love that they
can cruise on by the Doggie
Parlour and put their fur babies
in good hands. Pictured: Doggie
Parlour owner Kathleen Iliff
gives Carley a blow dry.

BEST LOCAL BANK
OR CREDIT UNION

Rabobank
SANTA MARIA, GUADALUPE, LOMPOC,
BUELLTON, SANTA YNEZ
Whether you need a loan for a shiny new
roadster or just want to deposit your check
without getting out of the car, Rabobank is
the place locals drive through or pull up to
for their banking needs. Rabobank opened its
doors across the Central Coast in 2007 when
it acquired Mid-State Bank & Trust, according
to Angelica Gutierrez, Rabobank’s senior vice
president and Central Coast marketing manager,
and has aimed to serve the range of needs in
Santa Barbara County with “an amazing blend
of urban and rural assets.”
“I’m proud to work with so many great people here
in the valley and across the tri-counties,” Gutierrez
told the Sun via email. “We love what we do.”

RUNNER-UP: COASTHILLS CREDIT
UNION, SANTA MARIA
—JP
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T hank You!

FOR VOTING WILDFLOWER WOMEN AND SANDBOX KIDS

Thank you for voting us the
#1 Learning Center/Museum!

One of 2018’s Best of Northern Santa Barbara County
smvdiscoverymuseum.org
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4
705 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria
805-928-8414
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Los Olivos
2920 Grand Avenue • 805.697.7377
Mon-Sat: 10:30am-5:30pm • Sun: 11am-5pm

Santa Maria Town Center
317 Town Center East • 805.922.9195
Mon-Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 10am-6pm
www.wildflowerwomenboutique.com

Central Coast Family Care
would like to extend a sincere Thank You to all of
you who voted Dr. John Okerblom as Best General
Doctor in Northern Santa Barbara County.

Scarlett Okerblom, PA-C and her Father,
John P. Okerblom, M.D.

Visit our website: www.ccfcmedical.com
915 E. Stowell Road, Suite B
Santa Maria
(805)938-7444
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BEST AUTO MAINTENANCE/REPAIR

Pat’s Automotive
391 S. BLOSSER ROAD, SANTA MARIA
There’s nothing worse than the feeling you
get when that little check engine light makes an
appearance on your dashboard. That means it’s
time to drive, tow, or push your car over to Pat’s
Automotive. For the last 33 years, Pat’s Automotive
has been the go-to shop for quality maintenance
and repair services for automobiles, light trucks,
and RVs. Founded in 1985, owners Pat and Patricia
Nicoll pride themselves on a clean, well-equipped
shop staffed by technicians who are Automotive
Service Excellence certified. The shop also prides
itself on excellent customer service, so whether
your whip just needs an oil change or a whole new
engine, Pat’s has you covered.

RUNNER-UP: RIZZOLI’S
AUTOMOTIVE
—CM

BEST CAR AUDIO/SECURITY

Lombards Stereo
2128 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Whether you’re looking to put the pedal to the
metal, pop, rock, jazz, rap, or all of the above,
Lombards Stereo is the best place in Northern
Santa Barbara County to go to for vehicle audio
and video.
“Selling the product isn’t enough. We take
the time to educate consumers and make sure
they’re not walking away with the wrong thing,”

owner Dave Joy told the Sun.
Joy’s philosophy when it comes to service is to
pretend the internet doesn’t exist, meaning that
customers won’t have Google to rely on when
questions arise.
“You can expect good old-fashioned look-youin-the-eye customer service,” he said. “We’re
here to make things as easy as possible.”

RUNNER-UP: ATLAS CUSTOM
SOUND
—CW

BEST AUTO DEALERSHIP

Honda of Santa
Maria
2175 S. BRADLEY ROAD, SANTA MARIA
Buying a new car is a big commitment, but
many locals agree that the best place in town to
score some wheels is Honda of Santa Maria. The
dealership is full service and sells new, certified,
and pre-owned cars, sales manager Alex Gomez
said. They accept trade-ins to go toward your
new ride like the newly redesigned Honda
Accord, which Gomez said has been “really hot”
this year. Customers also appreciate the safety
features on Hondas, he said.
“Whether it’s a $20,000 Civic or a $45,000
Pilot, they have the same safety features, which
is great so everybody across the board is going to
be in a safe car,” he said. “That’s a major thing, so
people really trust these cars.”

RUNNER-UP: TOYOTA OF
SANTA MARIA
—JP

BEST MEDIA PERSONALITY

BEST PLACE TO BUY TIRES

Calderon Tires
and Service
333 S. BLOSSER ROAD, SANTA MARIA
When locals have burned up all their rubber,
they head to Calderon Tires and Service. The
family-owned tire shop has provided cars, vans,
and trucks with new and used tires for 30 years
now, owner Daniel Calderon told the Sun, and
has always focused on quality customer service
paired with affordable tires.
Calderon Tires gets services done fast,
including changing and rotating tires, brakes
replacement, and oil changes. You don’t need to
make an appointment, just show up and drop
your car off, Calderon explained.
“We don’t do advertisement, to be honest,” he
said. “People just come on recommendations.
And we’re always busy, and we try to do the
best.”

RUNNER-UP: SOUSA TIRE
SERVICE
—JP

BEST CAR WASH/DETAIL

Splash n’ Dash Car
Wash
ORCUTT, SANTA MARIA
Splish splash! Take that car in for a bath! Bobby
Darin references aside, if you’re looking for the
best place to get your vehicle washed in Northern

Santa Barbara County, there are three Splash n’
Dash locations to choose from (one in Orcutt
and two in Santa Maria). Whether you go in for a
basic wash or the full monty, you’ll be movin’ and
a-groovin’ through Splash in no time.
“We strive to be as fast and efficient as possible,
but we also make sure to be friendly,” Orcutt
store manager Allyson Grose told the Sun. “We
want to put a smile on every guest’s face.”

RUNNER-UP: SANTA MARIA
CAR WASH
—CW

BEST PLACE TO FILL UP YOUR CAR

Orcutt 76
100 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
Food. Art. Wine Tasting. Antique shopping.
There’s always a good reason to drive to historic
Old Orcutt. While you’re there, why not fill up
at a little corner gas station that, like old town,
exudes the same kind of small town-charm.
Paul Enstad has owned Orcutt 76 since the
early to mid 1990s and has been selling gasoline
in Orcutt since 1983. He said part of the reason
people keep coming to gas up their cars or
get services at the station is that many of his
employees are familiar faces: Some have even
worked for him for between 25 and 30 years.
“It’s the longevity of our employees,” he said.
“People come in and see the same faces, and they
recognize them.”

RUNNER-UP: CHEVRON,
SANTA MARIA WAY
—CM
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Thank You for Making Us
Your First Choice
for Dentistry!

RUNNER-UP

Best Dentist

Thank you to all the Sun readers who voted me #1,
10 years in a row & Runner up 2 years.

— Jay Turner

Bes t Bes t
of

Santa
Maria
Valley

of

Santa
Maria
Valley

winner

BEST DJ

GENERAL • COSMETIC • LASER DENTISTRY
www.nipomofamilydentistry.com
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Thank You for Voting us WINNER
for BEST Furniture Store
Sergio’s Furniture has been a long time store since 1992. Sergio left the area in 2008
and opened a few stores in Las Vegas, Nevada. Sergio then moved his family back to
Santa Maria last year and opened his new store on 708 S. Broadway. He carries quality
furniture and can get any product for a customer.
708 S Broadway, Santa Maria CA 93454
Phone: (805) 631-5140
E-mail: sergiosfurnituresm@gmail.com
www.santamariasun.com • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • Sun • 59

Thank You For
Your Votes!

4850 S Bradley Road #D1, Orcutt | (805) 938-1965
www.backporchflowers.net
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BEST MOVER

Meathead Movers
3600 SOUTH HIGUERA, SAN LUIS OBISPO
When Meathead Movers started in 1997,
manager Dawn Mead said it was just two
brothers trading moving services for a few
dollars or pizza. Now, with 400 employees in
four different offices, and servicing the entire
Central Coast, Meathead Movers is the largest
independent moving company in California,
and one of the fastest-growing companies in the
country. And while it’s won various prestigious
awards and gained national attention for
providing free and emergency moving services
to victims of domestic violence, Mead said it’s
really community awards like Best Of that mean
the most to Meathead Movers. “Because these
are our customers,” she said.

Local favorite

RUNNER-UP: ASAP MOVERS
—KB

Pull up to downtown Santa
Maria, park in the cool, shady
parking garage, and walk
into the Santa Maria Public
Library for every book, movie,
or piece of music to satisfy
your obsession. Locals voted
the library as the Best Place
to Geek Out, and with a wide
selection of everything from
graphic novels and anime to
U.S. and world history, it’s
easy to see why.

BEST VETERINARIAN

Evergreen
Animal Clinic
3389 ORCUTT ROAD, SUITE 101,
SANTA MARIA
It’s the excellent support staff, quality
medicine, and highly trained veterinarians that
have kept Evergreen Animal Clinic in mint

BEST OF continued page 64

Want to grow
cannabis but don’t
know how?
Let us set up and maintain your
discreet in-home garden.
Trimming and harvest included.

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

Can I crash
on your couch
for awhile?

In need of Skilled
Nursing Care?
Ask for us, Country
Oaks Care Center,
a name you can trust!

Ask us about our
Foster Program

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE

The Book Loft
1680 Mission Drive  Solvang

You save $ · Quality assured · Discounts for Seniors & Veterans!

688-6010  mail@bookloftsolvang.com

Cannabis Cultivation Service
CONTACT US TODAY!
805-354-9895 or info@helpugrow.net

Award Winning
Care with
Award Winning
Commitment

Thank you for
voting for us!






















LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING
TO DO?
Check out
My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:

&

Thanks to 


Sun
readers and
our
north county
customers!



John Henning, Ph. D.
and Sharon Henning,
Owners & Administrators

830 East Chapel Street,
Santa Maria

805-922-6657
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Anyone can help!

Lady was rescued after
found tied up in the Lompoc
area. She had been left tied up
for so long that her muscles had
atrophied and her paws became
crippled with curling toenails
and carpal subluxation, leading
to severe lack of mobility.
Sweet Lady also has a tumor
on her belly which needs to be
surgically removed quickly, as
it is not only bothering her but
taking all her physical resources to fight infection! Lady is
great with other dogs and cats, and will make an awesome
family pet if we can help her quickly. Please consider
donating to Lady! Donations can be made through PayPal on
our website, or mailed to P.O. Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457.

www.centralcoastspca.org
Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

(805) 937-1766
This ad provided by:

The Maxim in Real Estate

(805) 878-0807
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Voted Best
Lawyer in
Santa Maria in 2018!

Call Us for a FREE
Consultation!

(805) 544-0100

610 S. Broadway
Santa Maria CA. 93458

At Harris Personal Injury Lawyers we do one thing, and we do it right:
personal injury litigation. Our law firm represents those injured as a
result of others’ negligence, particularly those who have been injured in
auto or motorcycle accidents, attacked by an animal, suffered an accident
on another’s premises, or where there has been a wrongful death.
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THANK YOU FOR VOTING US WINNER!
CALDERON TIRE AND SERVICE
333 S. Blosser Rd

We perform quality tire and automotive services
without cutting corners to get you in and out in
the least amount of time. Since 1990, we’ve been
serving drivers across Santa Maria, Guadalupe,
Nipomo and surrounding areas.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil Change
Flat Tire Repair
Automotive Repairs
Consumer Tires
Commercial Tires
Farm Tires

Email: calderontires@hotmail.com
Phone: (805) 925-5757 • Address: 333 S. Blosser Rd. • Santa Maria, CA 93458-4906
Monday - Saturday 8:00AM - 7:00PM

https://www.calderontiresandservice.net/
Connect with us:

Facebook and

Twitter
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condition since 1969. Evergreen Animal doctors
see hundreds of patients each year—7,361 in
2016 alone—and still manage to treat each pet
as if it were their own. Evergreen’s quality of
care is equal to that of medical care for humans,
its doctors told the Sun, and doctors and staff
are always keeping up to date on the latest
technology and practices, while working to
cultivate tight-knit relationship with clients and
specialists alike.

RUNNER-UP: DR. RUTH’S
VET2PET MOBILE HOLISTIC
VETERINARY SERVICES
—KB

BEST PLACE TO PAMPER YOUR PET

Doggie Parlour
125 CHAPEL ST., SANTA MARIA
What has pink ears, a green mohawk, and
green and red legs? A Doggie Parlour pet!
Whether you’d like to spice it up and get your
pet a dye job (which is completely pet safe)
or you’re looking for traditional grooming
services, the Doggie Parlour can help you out,
according to owner Kathleen Iliff. Each pooch
that trots into the Doggie Parlour is treated like
a four-legged member of the family, Iliff said,
and a blueberry puppy facial comes with every
wash. Along with its typical customers, Iliff said
the Doggie Parlour grooms pets available for
adoption through Santa Barbara County Animal
Services—a simple service that helps some pups
find long-term homes. Iliff said it’s a great place
to go if your dog is looking a little ruff.

RUNNER-UP: THAT’S FETCH!
—KB

New upholstery
When locals want to look fresh
with some nice clothes that
aren’t the box store usual, they
park the roadster out in front of
Deasee’s Designs Boutique for
a curated wardrobe selection,
which won Best Clothing Store.
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

providing a unique selection of rings, bracelets,
and earrings to choose from, the shop prides
itself on customer service. Melby said that if
someone needs a delivery or their item giftwrapped, Melby’s Jewelers is the place to go.

RUNNER-UP: FISCHER’S FINE
JEWELRY

BEST PLACE TO GET
A TATTOO/PIERCING

Copper Coffin
Tattoo

—KG

BEST PLACE FOR GIFTS

104 CHAPEL ST., SANTA MARIA
Getting fresh ink on your body can be fun
or intimidating, but the artists at Copper
Coffin Tattoo work to make their clients feel
comfortable.
“We’re pretty laid-back people. We like to joke
around because getting a tattoo puts stress on
the mind and the body, so we like to help people
feel at ease and enjoy the experience,” manager
Daisy Franko said.
Franko said the artists never turn down any
idea or sketch that comes through the door;
instead they work with their clients to figure out
placement and detail. Walk in the shop any given
day and while everyone is working and talking,
the music genre can vary from country, jazz, or
rock, so everybody has a good time during their
appointment.

RUNNER-UP: UPPER ROOM
TATTOO COMPANY
—KG

BEST JEWELRY STORE

Melby’s Jewelers
1140 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
Mark Melby is 67 years old and he’s carried
on his grandfather’s business of what he calls
celebrating people’s events.
“I had a guy come in to buy a 50th anniversary
gift, because when a customer comes in to shop,
it’s for their special occasion,” Melby said.
Currently, he and his two sons work in the
shop, which would make it four generations
of Melby’s taking care of the gem. Aside from

Company’s Coming
1108 E. CLARK AVE., SUITE 140, ORCUTT
Marty Willey opened Company’s Coming on
Cinco de Mayo in 1978, and since that day, she’s
never looked too far down the road or in the
rearview mirror.
“I was going to do this for five years,” she said.
“Then I was going to do it five more, and then five
more. I think it’s the support of the community
that’s allowed me to be in business this long.”
From birthdays to weddings, Company’s
Coming has something interesting and
thoughtful for any occasion. Willey carefully
selects her offerings to keep the store fresh and
diverse.
“I carry some main brands, and I also
have exclusives—so you’re not going to see it
everywhere you go,” she said. “I think people like
that. They know they’ll find something unique.”

RUNNER-UP: A LA CARTE
—Peter Johnson

BEST HARDWARE STORE

Oak Knolls
Hardware
1155 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
The ability to make a pit stop at a quality,
independent hardware store is something every
town appreciates. It’s about that combination
of great products and caring customer service
to help with enhancing your home or fixing
that broken something. It’s what Oak Knolls
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Hardware in Orcutt provides for residents of
Northern Santa Barbara County, earning the
loyalty of Sun readers. “As an independent
dealer, we can provide many services that the
big box chain stores just can’t match,” the store’s
website states. Equipment comes fully assembled
and ready to use. If you’re a beginner, staff can
do a safety demonstration so you don’t chop a
finger off with that new chainsaw!

RUNNER-UP: GUADALUPE
HARDWARE CO.
—PJ

BEST HOME AND GARDEN STORE

Old Town Garden
Center
125 S. BROADWAY ST., ORCUTT
Thinking about redoing the landscape of
your home or just redecorating your backyard to
entertain family and friends? Sun readers agree
that Old Town Garden Center is the place to go.
Veronica and David Curiel are the proud owners
of the retail gift shop and nursery since 2008.
Veronica said their staff offers design consulting
to customers looking to spruce up their living
space with some greenery.
“My husband is a landscape contractor, so he’s
always had a passion for plants,” she said. “That’s
what inspired us to open up a retail location, and
we felt like it was needed in old Orcutt.”

RUNNER-UP: WHISPERING TREE
NURSERY
—KG

BEST REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Berkshire
Hathaway,
Santa Maria
2605 MILLER ST., SUITE 101, SANTA MARIA
In 2014, Berkshire Hathaway came to Santa
Maria after it purchased the real estate division
of Prudential, and it’s helped locals buy houses

and tracks of land big and small ever since.
Part of Warren Buffet’s multinational holding
company, the staff at Berkshire Hathaway, Santa
Maria, is much of the same team that has served
locals for decades, Branch Manager Pat O’Brien
told the Sun.
“A lot of the agents here in the office have been
here for years, they haven’t moved, they’ve stayed
in one place,” she said. “They’re serious about
their job and about helping people find their
lifelong dream home.”

RUNNER-UP: MINT PROPERTIES,
SANTA MARIA
—JP

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

Central Coast
Orthodontics
1311 MILLER ST., SUITE 201, SANTA MARIA
Central Coast Orthodontics first viewed their
patients’ teeth under a dental lamp in August of
1995. Today there are 18 people running the show
including the orthodontists. Angie Hess is in
charge of human resources for the practice, and she
said working in orthodontics is really rewarding
because it’s a fun, fast-paced, technically and
artistically challenging line of work.
“The best thing about going to work and the
real reason why we love our jobs is the excitement
that comes from seeing changed smiles, changed
lives, and new opportunities that develop for our
patients through this process,” Hess said.

RUNNER-UP: VIVID FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
—KG

BEST ELECTRICIAN

Ever-Ready Electric
1010 W. BETTERAVIA ROAD, SUITE F,
SANTA MARIA
When there’s an issue with the electricity
in your home, it’s not an problem to be taken

BEST OF continued page 66

THANK YOU FOR
VOTING US...
BEST REAL ESTATE
COMPANY

winner
2605 S. Miller Street, Suite 101, Santa Maria, CA 93455 | 805-928-4321 | Text bhhsca328 to # 87778 for more information

Thank You For Voting For Us!

Best Car
Show/Club

Thank You for voting us

16th Annual All Ford Car Show
and Swap Meet
Saturday September 8, 2018
Car Show · 9am-3pm | Swap Meet · 7am

Best Counselor/Therapist
210 E. Enos Dr #A

(805) 614-9160
calm4kids.org
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lightly. The team at Ever-Ready Electric knows
that full well, which is why they train literally
every day, owner Frank Culley told the Sun.
“I would venture to say electricity is the
most dangerous thing in anybody’s home,”
Culley said. “We specialize in residential and
commercial repair and service … and we’re
really good at troubleshooting and finding
problems.”
Ever-Ready Electric has been in business
in the Santa Maria Valley for nearly 40 years
and is family owned, Culley said, with his
wife, Pat. He said that local customers are
their “most important asset,” and that all
of Ever-Ready’s work comes with a five-year
warranty.
“That’s how proud of our work we are,” he
said.

RUNNER-UP: SMITH ELECTRIC
SERVICE
—JP

BEST LANDSCAPER

Cullen Landscaping
ORCUTT
Craig Cullen doesn’t advertise, and throughout
his 25 years owning Cullen Landscaping, nearly
all of his clients have discovered his business
through the grapevine. Because his livelihood
depends on referrals, Cullen said, “my No. 1
thing is communication.” Whether customers
reach out via email, text, call, or social media,
Cullen said he always tries to respond within a
half hour. And he’s not picky about the job. It

could be commercial, residential, irrigation, a
cleanup, a fencing repair, concrete—he’ll take
it, and he’ll give seniors and members of the
military a discount, too.
“No job is too small or too big,” Cullen told
the Sun.

RUNNER-UP: NISHIMORI
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

BEST PLUMBER

Jack’s All-American
Plumbing
2011 PREISKER LANE, SUITE A,
SANTA MARIA

—KB

BEST CONTRACTOR

Diani Companies
351 N. BLOSSER ROAD, SANTA MARIA
When you look around the Santa Maria Valley
and the greater Central Coast, it might not dawn
on you how much of it was built by a group of
companies owned by the Diani family. A.J. Diani
Construction Co. and the Diani Building Corp.,
collectively known as Diani Companies, haven’t
just made history in the area, they’ve built it.
From the parking garage at Santa Maria’s library
to launch facilities on Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Diani Companies build nothing but solid,
quality structures.
“We are honored to have been selected,” Jason
Diani told the Sun via email. “As we enter our
70th year in business on the Central Coast,
this is most certainly a wonderful momentum
builder to begin our celebration.”

RUNNER-UP: VERNON EDWARDS
CONSTRUCTORS
—JP

Cars are meant to go VROOM. Pipes on the
other hand … not so much. That’s where Jack’s
All-American Plumbing comes in. This year
marks the 12th in a row that Jack’s has snagged
the award for Best Plumber in Northern Santa
Barbara County.
“The most important part of our business is
our team. We have the best group of plumbers,”
Jack Bingham told the Sun, who co-owns the
company with his wife, Becky.
The Binghams have been combatting backedup sewer lines, drain stoppages, slab leaks, and
other atrocities in Santa Maria since 1991.
“We’re not leaving anytime soon,” Jack said.
“We’re long-term, and we’re here to stay!”

RUNNER-UP: CURT’S PLUMBING
& HEATING REPAIR
—CW

BEST FURNITURE/DÉCOR STORE

Sergio’s Furniture
708 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
After a nine-year stint in Las Vegas,
Sergio’s Furniture is back in town! Sergio,
the owner, decided last year to race back to
the city where he grew up and had opened a

furniture store back in 1990.
“I got a little 6-year-old and I wanted him to
be raised around here. I’m related to like half the
town,” he joked.
And it’s as if he never left. Sergio is once
again the local favorite offering the latest trends
in furniture, stocking East Coast pieces that
“nobody has in the area.” He likes to make sure
customers are “always taken care of and finding
what they need.”
“Thank you for remembering who I am,”
Sergio told Sun readers.

RUNNER-UP: A LA CARTE
—PJ

BEST CARPET/FLOORING COMPANY

G & S Carpet
222 E. DONOVAN ROAD, SANTA MARIA
G & S Carpet’s nearly 70 years of business
longevity and team of career sales people
combine to make one hell of a carpet and flooring
juggernaut in Northern Santa Barbara County.
With its 25,000 square-feet of store space,
diverse options, and next-day installation offers,
G & S can make just about anything happen—
including free measuring and estimates.
“The attraction is you can come in, pick
something, and get it installed in the next day
or so. We’re really accommodating,” said owner
Sharon Hamblan, who added that luxury vinyl
tile is what’s flying off the shelves this year. “It’s
the new thing right now.”

RUNNER-UP: ABBEY CARPET
& FLOOR

Thank You for Voting Us
Best Eyewear Store!

THANK YOU!

Curtis and Son Plumbing & Heating Repair would
like to Thank You for voting for us for the BEST OF
“Best Plumber” Runner-up

1140 E Clark Ave #160, Santa Maria
M–F 10am–6pm, Sat 10am–2pm

(805) 934-4801 · OrcuttLensMasters.com
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Contact us for Free Estimates at: (805) 928-4533
LIC# 1031581 C-20/C-36
Serving Santa Maria and surrounding areas.

—PJ

Veterinary Care in the Comfort of Home

Thank you,
readers of the
Santa Maria Sun!

Runner Up Best Veterinarian
Past Winner One of the Best Alternative Healers:
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, & 2016

Dr. Ruth Corbo, DVM, CVCP, CVA
(805) 925-RUTH (805) 925-7884
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Events and Festivities

Just married
Whether you’re driving off
into the sunset or pulling
up to your first prom, Casa
Blanca Bridal is the place
locals choose to look their
spiffiest on the big day. The
family owned and operated
business in Santa Maria won
Best Place for Formal Attire
from Sun readers this year.
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

BEST DAY TRIP

Solvang
SOLVANG
Between traveling for fun and commuting
to work, Tracy Farhad said people spend
too much time in their cars these days.
Fortunately, Farhad, executive director of
the Solvang Conference and Visitors Bureau,
said Solvang is totally walkable. With 35
restaurants, five museums, five bakeries, and
several tasting rooms all within a five-block
radius, Farhad said Solvang provides the
perfect opportunity to just park your car, get
out, and walk around.
“Especially for the Santa Maria area, we’re so
close but we feel like a world away,” Farhad said.
“So it feels good to get away from the norm. And
Solvang is a great escape.”

RUNNER-UP:
LOS OLIVOS

BEST PLACE TO GO
ON A FIRST DATE

Presqu’ile Winery
5391 PRESQUILE DRIVE, SANTA MARIA
Before taking that special someone out for a
cruise to Lover’s Lane, stop by Presqu’ile Winery
for a great first date adventure.
“Wine is inherently romantic,” Estates
Manager Cameron Porter said. “When
it’s coupled with ocean views and perfect
weather, it’s hard to go wrong. Presqu’ile
has a variety of spaces as well, so whether
you want to be part of the crowd or enjoy
an intimate tasting on our outdoor patio,
we have a lot of great options to build a date
around. We also feature live music every
Friday, adding to the ambience.”

RUNNER-UP:
RANCHO BOWL

—Kasey Bubnash
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—Rebecca Rose

BEST PLACE FOR A BIG BASH

Santa Maria Elks
Lodge 1538

BEST PLACE TO HAVE
A KIDS PARTY

Rockin’ Jump

1309 N. BRADLEY ROAD, SANTA MARIA

215 TOWN CENTER EAST, SANTA MARIA

Looking for a place to host your dream wedding?
Searching for some space for your next high school
reunion? Maybe you want to host a big business
meeting? Whatever kind of shindig you’ve got in mind,
the Santa Maria Elks Lodge 1538 is the place to have it.
The lodge in Santa Maria, which is one of more than
2,000 nationwide, has got facilities to accommodate any
type or size of get-together. One large room can host up
to 500 people and is dividable. Another room can host
up to 125. The place has a private bar where your guests
can sip on beer, wine, and cocktails as well as a dance
floor where partygoers can get their boogie on.
Elks members can rent the facilities, and they are
also open to the public, but only by sponsorship of
an Elks member, according to the lodge’s website.

Santa Maria’s Rockin’ Jump Trampoline
Park, is home to 17,000 square-feet of bouncing,
climbing, and rollicking fun. The business,
founded by Craig Smith and Casey Klajbor,
has barely been open a year and already netted
accolades and high praise from parents and kids.
“Seeing the look on these kids’ faces and how much
fun they are having really makes it worthwhile,”
Casey Klajbor told the Sun. “Especially here in Santa
Maria, because there really isn’t much else in this
town for kids to do with their families, so being able
to bring something like this to the area is awesome.”

RUNNER-UP: SANTA MARIA INN
—Chris McGuinness

RUNNER-UP:
BOOMER’S SANTA MARIA
—Spencer Cole

BEST OF continued page 71

HOTELS & RESORTS

THE CENTURY ROOM
EST. 1917

intnerr ’s
intne
Bar & Grill
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Thank You for a Wonderful
Santa Maria Valley Strawberry Festival
and Santa Barbara County Fair!
See you next year!
Santa Maria Valley Strawberry Festival
April 26-28, 2019
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Santa Barbara County Fair
July 10-14, 2019

Party at the Elks
Whether it’s an intimate
sendoff or a party with
several hundred heads,
the Santa Maria Elks Lodge
1538 is the place that locals
turn to for their celebration,
earning it the top spot for
Best Place for a Big Bash.

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM
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BEST QUINCEAÑERA RESOURCE

Angelita’s Fashion
& Jewelry
1130 E. CLARK AVE., SANTA MARIA
The fiesta de quince años, or a quinceañera,
is a celebration in the Latin culture that not only
commemorates a girl’s 15th birthday, but it also
signifies a rite of passage—womanhood. Being a
young woman on the brink of entering the adult
world is powerful. Angelita’s Fashion & Jewelry
is the place to visit to make that statement,
to command the room with a beautiful coral
strapless ball gown. Or maybe you’re a more
traditional, elegant female and you’d rather opt
for a white dress with sky blue trimmings. The
boutique has it all, from the dress to the tuxedos
for the chambelanes. Even if you’re just looking
for a last-minute alteration, Angelita’s has you
covered so you can rock this world.

RUNNER-UP:
CASA BLANCA BRIDAL
—Karen Garcia

BEST PLACE FOR FORMAL ATTIRE

Casa Blanca Bridal
901 N. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Casa Blanca Bridal’s staff is always busy, and

even though owner Maria Martinez was in the
middle of fitting a pair of tuxedos, she told the
Sun that her family owned and operated business
is always focused on the customer. That’s why
Casa Blanca won Best Place for Formal Attire
this year—locals know they can rely on Martinez
and her family to make them look their best
for a quinceañera, prom, wedding, or baptism
ceremony.
“We try to help them the best way we can and
make sure their tuxedos and dresses fit the best
way they can,” Martinez said. “We give them the
time they deserve.”

RUNNER-UP:
ANGELITA’S FASHION & JEWELRY
—Joe Payne

BEST FLOWER SHOP

Back Porch
Flowers
4850 S. BRADLEY ROAD, ORCUTT
Sometimes the best things are hidden a
little beneath the surface. At least, that’s
certainly the case for Owner Huong Hopp of
Back Porch Flowers.
“Most people don’t know about us, we’re kind
of tucked away,” she said. “We’re known for
customer service and our designs, and we love
our regulars.”
Hopp said the store had been named best
flower shop before, but this year’s distinction is

special after 13 years of being in the business.
They help out with arrangements big and
small, from bouquets to services for weddings
or funerals.
“We love our community,” she told the Sun,
“so it’s always an honor to be recognized.”

RUNNER-UP:
FLOWER CARRIAGE
—SC

last 10 years, and it will return to the city in 2019,
according to West Coast Kustoms Co-President
Penny Pichette.
“We will definitely be back,” she said. “Santa
Maria is our home.”

RUNNER-UP:
SANTA MARIA A’S ALL
FORD CAR SHOW
—CM

BEST CAR SHOW/CLUB

BEST DJ

West Coast
Kustoms Cruisin’
Nationals

Jay Turner

937 S. THORNBURG ST., SANTA MARIA
Vroom, vroom! Listen to the rumble of big
engines as a parade of chromed out and candycolored classic cars rolls into Santa Maria in
late May for the West Coast Kustoms Cruisin’
Nationals car show.
The three-day event is a celebration
of
classic,
pre-1961
American-made
automobiles. Festivities include a Friday
night cruise on Broadway, a “show and shine”
car show, and a Sunday swap meet. While
you are there checking out all the cool cars,
hard-core gearheads can meet legends of
the Kustom Kar world and check out a huge
variety of vendors.
Santa Maria has been home to the show for the

SANTA MARIA
You might know Jay Turner from Sunny
Country 102.5, or as the winner of Best Media
Personality this year, but he is also available
as a live DJ for weddings and other events.
It’s something he’s done for decades as a
supplement to his radio career, Turner told
the Sun, and he’s known more for providing
quality music with a professional flair than
mashups and beat matching.
“I play really good music, and I segue it like I
do on the radio,” he said. “I’m tasteful and classy,
and I don’t mean to sound full of myself, but
I’m a bit of a high-end guy, which I think you’d
expect because I’m on the radio.”

RUNNER-UP:
DJ SOL
—JP

BEST OF continued page 73
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CA LICENSE #816593

• Cigarettes • Vape/ CBD
• Jewelry & Art Posters
• And other accessories

Visit us at: 338 E. Betteravia Rd. Ste E.
Santa Maria CA 93454

Thank you for
voting us one of
the best places to
get a massage.

805-287-9924 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #111, Orcutt

Thanks to all our Loyal Customers
for voting us Best Deli Sandwich
of all Northern Santa Barbara
County Again!

325 E. Betteravia Road, Suite B9

MSLLC
as
Much s!
a
i
Grac

Thank you
for voting us
Best Medical
Marijuana
Delivery
Service!

Let’s Celebrate!

Oh, snap

805-406-6357
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Thanks for your votes!
We love to Pamper your Pet!

!

Bring your Furbaby in to
enjoy a HALF PRICE
Petucciono with this ad!
3564 Skyway Dr., S.M.
(805) 361-0802

ThatsFETCH805.com

Grooming Team: Colette Florey, Letti Lemus,
Melissa Rosario, Amanda Brown & Corene DePriest

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

Cruising
Copenhagen
For Northern Santa
Barbara County residents,
Solvang is just a quick
drive away to enjoy a
full day of food, drink,
and artful attractions
all within a picturesque,
walkable downtown. A
world-renowned tourist
destination, Solvang was
voted Best Day Trip by Sun
readers this year.

BEST OF from page 71

“Using red oak indigenous to the Central Coast,
Testa Catering has a proprietary style for splitting the
whole top sirloin, making our barbecue the best on the
Central Coast,” Debi said. “You meet so many people
from all over that you would otherwise never know,
and wonderful relationships have been formed.”

BEST CATERER

Testa Catering
2218 S. THORNBURG ST., SANTA MARIA
Testa Catering, established in 1983, stands on the
foundation of Martin and Debi Testa’s combined 75
years of experience in the restaurant and catering worlds.

RUNNER-UP: FIELD TO TABLE
CATERING & EVENTS
—KG

BEST PLACE TO PUT UP
VISITING FAMILY

Santa Maria Inn
801 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Whether they’re cruising into town for a car
show, or just popping in for a visit, the Santa
Maria Inn is just about the best place you could

buy a room in town. At least, that’s what the
Sun’s readers believe. The iconic inn turned
100 years old last year, General Manager Ryan
Swack said, and also includes a full restaurant,
bar, wine cellar, and rooms decked out with flat
screen TVs and high-speed internet.
“I think we provide world-class hospitality,”
Swack said. “We’re a historic property with
modern amenities and just outstanding
customer service.”

RUNNER-UP:
RADISSON SANTA MARIA
—JP

BEST PET SITTER OR BOARDING

Polished Pet
3850 HIGHWAY 101, SANTA MARIA
For 24 years, the names Benita Dale and
Nancy Smith have been synonymous with
animal care. Their company is right on the east
side of Highway 101 and provides overnights,
daily visits, grooming, and even adoptions.
Polished Pet has won runner-up for this award
several times, but this marks their first year
being voted best in North County.
“We are actually thrilled to pieces that we
won,” Dale told the Sun. “We’re happy people
enjoy bringing their pets to us. We think of them
[the animals] like they are ours when they are
here. We are kind of small potatoes—a momand-pop operation—we don’t have a computer,
we just take care of animals.”

RUNNER-UP: LUCKY DOG
—SC

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

FAMILY RESTAURANT SINCE 1964
“One of Santa Maria’s Finest”

Runner-Up Best Authentic Mexican Food
BEST AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

THANK YOU

for continuing to
vote us one of the
best for 18 years!

Thank you for voting us runner
up for Best White Wine!
CAMBRIA WINERY & TASTING ROOM
FOCUSING ON ESTATE GROWN
CHARDONNAY & PINOT NOIR
COME VISIT OUR TASTING ROOM
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of

Santa
Maria
Valley

of

Santa
Maria
Valley

winner

WINNER

1640 BROADWAY
SANTA MARIA

FOOD TO GO

925-8519
AIR CONDITIONED

OPEN 7 DAYS
11am - 9pm
SUN 10am - 9pm

OPEN EVERYDAY 10-5PM
5475 CHARDONNAY LANE, SANTA MARIA 93454
(805) 938-7318 CAMBRIAWINES.COM
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Feeling Good
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

He’s got your back
If your back is super stiff
after a long drive, locals
recommend a visit to
Dr. Aaron Anaya and his
business Anaya Chiropractic
and Sports Injury, which
won Best Chiropractor in
this year’s Best Of.

BEST HEALTH CLUB/GYM

BEST MARTIAL ARTS GYM

Western Village
Health Club

Paragon of Santa
Maria

2015 S. BROADWAY, SUITE B, SANTA MARIA

2349 A ST., SANTA MARIA

For fitness on a budget with plenty of
amenities to boot, gym enthusiasts should
look no further than Western Village Health
Club in Santa Maria. With nine years in the
business of health under its belt, the local
gym only charges $23 to $35 a month for
membership fees but makes sure all the
essentials are provided for their clients.
“It’s the largest, cleanest health club
with the most equipment available,” gym
manager Ryan Bush told the Sun, so it’s no
wonder why Western Village really revs the
engines of locals who voted the business Best
Health Club/Gym.

While many talented and hardworking adults
attend Paragon of Santa Maria, owner Lance
Glynn said he works hard to keep his programs
open and affordable for local kids of all ages.
“I think one of the main reasons we stand
out is we put most of our effort into our kids
program here,” Glynn told the Sun.
Kids in Santa Maria, Glynn said, are up
against a lot—drugs, gangs, bullies—and he
said keeping them active and busy often steers
them out of trouble. More than 130 kids ages
4 to 13 are enrolled at Paragon of Santa Maria,
and Glynn said they take regular classes and
participate in various competitions. And the
best part? His classes are cheap.
“I didn’t start this for the money,” Glynn said,
“it’s my passion.”

RUNNER-UP:
ANYTIME FITNESS
—Ryah Cooley

RUNNER-UP: RISING SUN
MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY
—Kasey Bubnash
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BEST HEALTH FOOD/
VITAMIN STORE

BEST PLACE FOR SKIN CARE

Lassens Natural
Food & Vitamins
1790 S. BROADWAY, SANTA MARIA
Options may seem limited for the health
conscious shopper in Santa Maria, but thankfully
there’s Lassens Natural Food & Vitamins to help
fill the gap.
“We offer some unique items, stuff you
don’t see in conventional grocery stores,” store
manager Kyle Staley said.
In addition to the usual crunchy staples
like organic kale, tofu, and quinoa, shoppers
can also enjoy locally made Whalebird
Kombucha and can chow down on vegan,
gluten-free baked goods from the LA-based
Karma Baker.
“They offer these cupcakes that taste just like
Hostess cupcakes,” Staley said.

RUNNER-UP:
VITAMIN & HERB STORE
—RC

InSPArations
130 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
At InSPArations, customers can feel
comfortable knowing that only the most
experienced and highly trained staff are
providing skin care. Owner Sheila Gibilisco
said she provides her staff with continuous
training and and education to keep them up
to date on the latest and best techniques for
skin care.
“Our reputation is really good,” Gibilisco told
the Sun.
InSPArations offers a variety of skin
treatments, including chemical peels,
microdermabrasion, and several types of
facials. A crowd favorite, Gibilisco said,
is InSPArations’ teen facial, which is a
specialized treatment aimed at helping teens
who are struggling with acne.

RUNNER-UP:
DR. MICHAEL W. MOATS,
MOATS LASER AND SKIN CARE
—KB

BEST OF continued page 76
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BEST OF from page 74
BEST PLACE TO GET A MASSAGE

InSPArations
130 E. CLARK AVE., ORCUTT
InSPArations has been providing Orcutt
residents with full spa services for about 15 years,
but owner Sheila Gibilisco said the company
wins Best Massage nearly every year. “Which
is awesome,” she told the Sun. It’s her highly
trained and experienced massage therapy staff
that Gibilisco said keeps her business ahead
of the pack. InSPArations offers a variety of
relaxing custom massages. Whether it’s hot
rock or cupping, for a half hour or an hour
and a half, Gibilisco said her employees know
how to keep customers happy and relaxed.
“It feels awesome to know that we can help
the community out with the services we offer
and that we’re consistent,” she said.

Rolling and
tumbling
Paragon of Santa Maria
teaches Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
and other combat styles,
earning the business the
title of Best Martial Arts
Gym this year. Pictured:
Instructor John Letters,
center right, and student
Tony Soto, center left,
demonstrate grappling
moves at Paragon.

“We really mix it up,” Forman told the
Sun, adding that the studio’s variety of classes
brings in customers from all over Northern
Santa Barbara County. “We’re trying to
offer as many classes as we can, and we have
awesome teachers.”
Classes aside, Yoga 4 Mankind also works to
give back to the community. Forman said she’s
PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

taught yoga classes at Marian Regional Medical
Center, Mission Hope Cancer Center, and she
offers cat yoga—a class in which shelter cats
stretch out with human clients and often get
adopted in the process.
“It’s really great,” Forman said. “It brings us
closer to the community.”

RUNNER-UP:
TREETOP YOGA
—KB

BEST HIKE OR BIKE TRAIL

Orcutt Trails
ORCUTT
From sun up to sun down, seven
days a week, walkers, joggers, hikers,
bikers, horses, and (leashed) dogs
can hit the Orcutt Trails to feel that
endorphin rush and enjoy spending
some time in nature. The 3.1-mile
loop trail offers scenic views and is
good for all skill levels.
Bring a hat, water, plenty of poop
bags for Rover, and prepare to enjoy
a day out on the Orcutt Trails. Be
sure to leave no traces and take only
memories.

RUNNER-UP:
ORCUTT MASSAGE
—KB

BEST YOGA STUDIO

Yoga 4 Mankind
130 N. BROADWAY ST., SUITE B, ORCUTT

RUNNER-UP:
OSO FLACO NATURAL
LAKE AREA

While other studios offer hard-core
workouts, Yoga 4 Mankind is all about
promoting health and wellness at a pace you’re
comfortable with. Owner Vicki Forman said
the studio offers private sessions, yoga school
for beginners, hot yoga, and yoga on the ball.

—RC

BEST OF continued page 79

12 YEARS
IN A ROW

BEST PLUMBER!
Jack’s All-American
Plumbing
(805)248-7164
JACKSPLUMBING.NET
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of
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Valley

Thanks to all our loyal customers!

of

Santa
Maria
Valley

RUNNER-UP
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winner

THANK YOU TO OUR

PATIENTS & SUN READERS

for Voting Dr. Robertson one of the
Best in Northern Santa Barbara County!

Dr. George Robertson, M.D.

Dr. David Ikola, M.D.

Our team at Pediatric Medical Group is dedicated to the health and well-being of
your child. Whether you have an infant, preschooler or teenager, we work closely
with parents to make sure that our care meets their children’s personal needs.

Open Most Saturdays.

Dr. Shane Rostermundt, D.O.

Lynn Peltier, C.P.N.P.

Dr. Joseph Nunez, M.D.

Dr. Michele Kielty, D.O.

Now Accepting
New Patients

1430 E. Main St.
Santa Maria, Ca

www.pmgsm.com Monday – Friday
8 0 5 - 9 2 2 - 3 5 4 8 Open Most Saturdays

from Newborn to
Late Adolescence

Geronna Leonards, N.P.
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WANT HEALING?
The Healing Rooms of the Santa Maria Valley
would like thank our community for voting us the

BestInAlternative
Healer
Northern Santa Barbara County
The Healing Rooms Offer These Ministries:

Healing Prayer • School of Supernatural Ministry • HR House of Prayer
Worship Ministry • Healing the Brokenhearted Ministry • Deliverance
Ministry • Intercession Ministry • Apostolic Training Center

FREE HEALING PRAYER!
Healing Rooms Hours
Mon: 5pm-8:30pm
1st hour is worship and a
message followed by
healing prayer
Tues, Wed and Thurs:
9am-12:30pm
1st hour is worship and a
message followed by
healing prayer

HEALING ROOMS OF THE SANTA MARIA VALLEY
3010 Skyway Drive, Suite C

(805)925-5678

Hear and read amazing testimonies, visit our web site:
www.HealingRoomsSMV.com
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Get the treatment
Cruising down Highway
101 all day can leave you
sun-kissed and windswept,
but InSpArations, winner
of Best Skin Care, will leave
you feeling refreshed and
replenished. They also won
Best place to Get a Massage,
so don’t leave without a good
back rub.

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

BEST OF from page 76
Best BarBershop

Old Orcutt
Barber Shop
156 S. Broadway St., Suite a, orcutt
When customers pull up to the Old Orcutt
Barber Shop, they get so much more than just a
quality haircut.
“The one thing we try to do is treat everybody
as if they were family,” owner Alberto Licerio said.
“People don’t come here just because we give a
good haircut, it’s kind of like visiting family.”
Customers might get a complimentary coffee,
water, or beer, and along with it, a low-cost, highquality new do or a fresh shave from a passionate
and friendly barber.
“I didn’t become a barber to make a million,”
Licerio said. “I just enjoy what I do.”

RunneR-up:
Beacon BarBer Shop
—KB

Best hair salon

The Hair Lounge
3420 orcutt road, Suite 102, Santa Maria
Getting a cut or color can be a huge decision
that ultimately gives you the boost of confidence
you’ve been looking for. Stylist Chantel Ortega
said the owner of The Hair Lounge, Ana

Cheadle, is the leading lady who created just the
space for women and men to keep up with the
latest trends in beauty. She has built a great team
that specializes in cuts and styling, color, and
extensions.
“There are 10 of us that work together,” Ortega
said. “It’s really the family that we have created
that makes us to excited to walk through that
door every day and keep our clients current on
the latest fashion and beauty trends.”

RunneR-up: TrendS Salon
—Karen Garcia

Best nail salon

Tips and Toes
104 n. concepcion aVe., Santa Maria
There’s nothing like a bottle of Go For Gold
or Pink Punk to let the world know you’re ready
for some fun. The perfect place to get fun colors
that match your personality, special occasion,
or the new paint job on your hot rod is Tips
and Toes in Santa Maria. With a vast selection
of colors and design services, this nail salon will
meet your manicure desires in a relaxing and full
service environment. C’mon, who doesn’t like
getting pampered and having a new set of clean,
fresh, and funky nails? Nail color can mirror the
feelings of the person wearing them to show off
their most vibrant self, like all those who voted
Tips and Toes as Best Nail Salon this year.

RunneR-up:
Queen nailS & Spa
—KG

Best tanning salon

Bikini’s Optional
2043 S. Broadway, Santa Maria
Whether you’re a man or woman, clothed
or not, Bikini’s Optional staffers strive to make
Santa Maria’s favorite tanning salon a clean and
comfortable place for all, according to owner
Alexandra Rosario. And although Bikini’s
Optional has high-powered beds, Rosario said a
tan at Bikini’s Optional is affordable, too. Though
Rosario said her tanning salon has only been
open for a little more than year, Bikini’s Optional
has gained major local attention for its Mystic
HD spray tan machine, which allows tanners to
choose from a variety of shades and bronzers.
While most spray tans take about 30 minutes,
Rosario said the Mystic HD is done in five!

RunneR-up:
Tanner’S cove
—KB

Best Dentist

Dr. Douglas Ng
195 n. thoMpSon aVe., nipoMo
Santa Maria-area residents love Dr. Douglas
Ng’s dental practice so much they’re willing to
vroom across the Santa Maria River bridge to
Nipomo for it! The Southern California native
is celebrating his 10th year serving the Central
Coast this year, and he has multiple Best Of

accolades to show for it. Dr. Ng says he utilizes
state-of-the-art equipment to “ensure your
experience will leave you with a beautiful, bright,
clean, and healthy smile,” per his website. He also
has a philanthropic streak: Dr. Ng has traveled
to Southeast Asia, Africa, and Latin America to
provide dental care to the underserved.

RunneR-up:
dr. vilma SamS
—Peter Johnson

Best orthoDontist

Central Coast
Orthodontics
1311 Miller St., Suite 201, Santa Maria
Central Coast Orthodontics is in the business
of changing lives one smile at a time. What
makes business and its team so sought after is
the way they tend to their patients, said Angie
Hess, head of human resources.
“It’s the personalized way we treat people from
start to finish and that we genuinely care,” she said.
Aside from the services and the 23 years of
experience, it’s also the atmosphere that the
orthodontists at this practice bring to the table.
“We often hear our people say, ‘Wow, we’ve
never been in an office like this before,’” Hess said.

RunneR-up:
dr. Kalfred G.S. chun
—KG

BEST OF continued page 80
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For high
performance
Locals who want to really
fire on all cylinders take a
spin to Lassen’s natural Food
& Vitamins to stock up their
favorite fuel.

BEST OF from page 79
Best oB-GYN

Best Doctor

Best alterNative healer

Dr. Mitchell Adler
Dr. John Okerblom 1300
E. CypRESS St., SuitE B1, Santa MaRia
915 E. StowEll Road, Santa MaRia

Dr. John Okerblom has been in practice in
Santa Maria since 1982. Okerblom, who now
works at one of five Central Coast Family Care
offices in Santa Maria, is highly trained and
experienced. He once served as Marian Regional
Medical Center’s chief of staff, according to
his website, and is board certified in family
practice. He is married, has two children, and
enjoys hiking, biking, and skiing, and obviously,
helping locals with their health needs.

RunneR-up:
Dr. robert okerblom
—KB

Best chiropractor

Dr. Aaron Anaya,
Anaya Chiropractic
& Sports Injury
338 E. BEttERavia Road, Santa MaRia

As one of the few remaining independent
OB-GYNs—and the only in Santa Maria—Dr.
Mitchell Adler’s services have a personal feel.
It’s not easy to operate without the help of a
large clinic or hospital—hours are long and
money can be tight—but Adler said it’s really
the only way he knows how to do business. He
sees every patient himself, delivers each and
every baby himself, and that, he said, is vital to
his practice.
“I think that’s important to have a personal
touch,” Adler told the Sun. “I think patients
benefit from that, especially with something as
personal as having a baby.”

RunneR-up:
Dr. elaine yin
—KB

Best peDiatriciaN

Dr. Robert Barry
1420 MillER St., SuitE a, Santa MaRia

It’s just Dr. Aaron Anaya and two other
employees at Anaya Chiropractic & Sports
Injury, and it’s been that way since 2006, so
it’s easy to see how Anaya’s doctor-patient
relationships have become intimate.
“They’re treated as family,” Anaya told the
Sun. “Our practice is based on trust.”
Whether he’s helping patients with sports
physicals, nutritional advice, or chiropractic
services himself, or steering patients toward
another specialist, Anaya said he and his employees
always try to focus on what’s best for the patients.
“It feels so nice,” Anaya said. “It feels like a blessing
to be able to give the community what they want.”

I’m proud to say that Dr. Robert Barry,
this year’s winner of Best Pediatrician, was
my pediatrician growing up. Childhood
memories can be hazy, but I still remember
the periodic visits to his office. From my
experience, which I’m sure many Sun
readers or their children share based on the
win, Barry and his staff know kids. Aren’t
waiting rooms stereotypically supposed to
be either dreadful, boring, or both? All I
remember were the toys! Pediatricians are
required to adapt to the unique needs of
various patients, that’s necessary. But giving
kids something to look forward to when they
visit, that’s pure class.

RunneR-up: Dr. Wayne miller,
miller ChiropraCtiC

RunneR-up:
Dr. GeorGe robertson

—KB
80 • Sun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • www.santamariasun.com

—Caleb Wiseblood

Santa Maria
Valley Healing
Rooms
3010 Skyway dRivE,
SuitE C, Santa MaRia
Rick and Lori Taylor are the directors of the
Santa Maria Valley Healing Rooms, a regional
and global resource center where people come
to receive healing, to pray, and be equipped
for spiritual growth and personal ministry.
The Taylors have been married since 1978 and
they serve as the divisional directors for North
America as well as the national directors of the
United States for the International Association
of Healing Rooms. Upon visiting the center,
you’ll find personal prayer ministries
providing more intimate care and counsel.
It’s a nonprofit organization that specializes
in healing, prayer, and equipping ministries
that provide unique training opportunities for
people from all denominations.

RunneR-up:
Dr. herb kanDel
—KG

Best couNselor/therapist

CALM (Child
Abuse Listening
Mediation)
Santa BaRBaRa,
Santa MaRia, loMpoC
CALM first opened its Santa Maria Valley
location in 2010, and since then, CEO
Alana Walczak said the organization has
built strong relationships with community
members and other service providers in the
area. CALM provides nationally recognized,

evidence-based treatment that has proven
effectiveness in improving the lives of
traumatized children, Walczak said, or in
preventing abuse from occurring.
“We really use evidence-based treatment
modalities,” Walczak told the Sun, “so in the
work we do with children and adults, we’re
really using the gold standard for those who have
experienced trauma.”
That plus a tremendously passionate staff led
by Walczak, and you’ve got a winning treatment
provider.

RunneR-up:
e.W. skip purper, lmFt
—KB

Best seNior liviNG commuNitY

Country Oaks
Care Center
830 E. ChapEl St.,
Santa MaRia
Finding the right place for an aging family
member who needs constant care can be a
daunting prospect, but many locals trust
the kindhearted caregivers at Country Oaks
Care Center in Santa Maria. Founded 27
years ago by owners John Henning, a Ph.D.
psychologist, and his wife Sharon, who has a
degree in recreational therapy, Country Oaks
overf lows with positivity. Residents listen
to music, dance, play table games, and feed
birds in a small menagerie in the sunlit lobby,
all while receiving daily care tailored to their
specific needs and abilities.
“We strive to provide residence-centered
care for all of our residents to help them reach
their highest level of functioning and help
them maintain that,” John Henning said. “It’s
important to keep their minds activated and
their bodies functioning. The whole person
needs to be involved.”

RunneR-up:
merrill GarDens
—Joe Payne

THANK YOU!

"We truly appreciate our patients' confidence and support through the years.
Our goal is to continue to do our best to serve our community. Thank your for
honoring us with your votes. Our highest reward is to see fantastic smiles!"

Our office is located at 5075 S Bradley Rd. Suite 101, Santa Maria, CA.
Call us at Vilma Sams, D.D.S • (805) 934-7705
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Community On My Mind

Honk for the
Boys & Girls Club
No place feels as safe and
nurturing as the Boys &
Girls Club of Santa Maria
Valley for parents who
want to drop their kids
off somewhere that gives
activities, friends, and
mentorship from a dedicated
staff, all of which earned the
organization Best Kids AfterSchool Program.

BEST ECO-FRIENDLY
BUSINESS

Hardy Diagnostics
1430 MCCOY LANE, SANTA MARIA
Some businesses go the extra mile, and Sun
readers recognize that Hardy Diagnostics does
just that to make its operations as green as
possible. The medical and microbiology supply
company is certified by the county as a green
business, founder Jay Hardy explained, for a
number of reasons, from LED lights to low-flow
toilets to solar panels.
The company also gives its employees
incentives to use re-usable cups and even gives
monetary credits for doing things like riding
their bikes to work. There are also improvements
to the company’s buildings that cut back on
energy consumption.
“It makes good sense financially, but it’s
good for the planet,” Hardy said. “We just have
that philosophy of doing what’s right for the
environment.”

RUNNER-UP: NATURAL CAFE

PHOTOS BY JAYSON MELLOM

BEST COMMUNITY CENTER/
NONPROFIT

Go green

Oasis
Senior Center
420 SOARES AVE., ORCUTT
The Oasis Senior Center’s members are so
happy with the place, it’s all the nonprofit’s
staff can do just to keep them from doing
doughnuts in the parking lot! There are a ton
of activities for the seniors including classes,
music groups, games, support groups, and
more. Community Engagement Coordinator
Alicia Fails said that the selection by
Sun readers as Best Community Center/
Nonprofit is a welcome boost of support
as the organization raises money for a new
facility in Orcutt.
“We’re humbled,” Fails said. “We’re just a
small nonprofit that’s growing. It’s great we got
it last year, and to get it again this year, it just
really surprised us.”

RUNNER-UP:
ROTARY CLUB
OF SANTA MARIA

—Joe Payne
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—JP

BEST OF continued page 87

Hardy Diagnostics in Santa
Maria won Best Eco-Friendly
Business this year for a
number of reasons, from
programs that give incentives
to employees to ride their
bikes to work to solar panels
to a window tinting that
reduces energy use.

Rustic
Mediterranean
Cuisine
and BBQ
Full service state-of-the-art mobile kitchen
—25 YEARS EXPERIENCE—

 Years of
Joyful Care
Dr. Herb Kandel, L.Ac. O.M.D.
California Licensed
Acupuncturist

Contact us today for more info!
805.801.6959 • openrangeslo.com • g.pet@att.net

K
N
A
H
T
Y O U!
for voting us

BEST PLACE TO
PAMPER YOUR PET

ACUPUNCTURE

Ten Year
Winner

Center of Santa Maria

Thank You!

www.drkandel.com

“Best Alternative
Healer”

225 E. Mill St · 805-922-4490

Thank You For Voting Us

BEST CAR WASH!

••• DOGGIE PARLOUR •••
Phone:
(805) 922-1218
125 W. Chapel St.
Santa Maria

Thank you for voting us one of the Best New Businesses!

Let us ca
with our ttrearilyour next event
er or corn roa
ster!
NOW WITH 3 LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
Orcutt:

Crossroads:

Donovan Rd:

5006 Orcutt Rd

2175 S. Bradley Rd

202 E. Donovan Rd

Unlimited washes starting at $19.99/month
splashndashcarwash.com · Open 8am–7pm
Find our lunch and dinner schedule on

or www.lidosconcessions.com
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Thank You!

Thank you Santa Maria Sun readers for honoring us with three awards this year!

Winner

Best Financial Planner/Accountant

Runner-up
Runner

Best Customer Service

Runner-up
Runner

Best Community Event (Vivid Shred Day)
805-937-4556

Info@Vividfm.com
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Vividfm.com

340 E. Clark Ave. Old Orcutt

•
•
•
•

FREE ice cream at every visit
Professional photo shoot with treatment
Patient rewards
Opportunity to enter monthly and
quarterly raffles
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Providing you with the
Best pediatric care
Dr. Robert S.
Barry, M.D. &
Team would like
to thank you
again for voting
for us # 1.
Robert S. Barry, M.D., Inc. • Jon W. MacLean, D.O.
Board Certiﬁed Pediatricians

1420 SOUTH MILLER STREET, SANTA MARIA
SUITE A: 805-922-3573
Barbara Brown-Ramirez, C.P.N.P, P.M.H.S
SUITE B: 805-614-7040

Thank you for your votes!
Best Flower Shop

Look for the red carriage out front!

Distinctive Floral Designs
& Gifts Since 1977

8 0 5 -922- 0 578

FlowerCarriage.net
2 2 55 S out h Br o a d w ay, S a nt a M a r i a
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Midas touch
There’s something for every
senior citizen at the Oasis
Senior Center in Orcutt,
which won Best Community
Center/Nonprofit and Best
Place to Volunteer. There are
health-minded activities like
Tai Chi, led by Linda Laham
(pictured center, back) to
leisurely pursuits like card
games and a ukulele band.

BEST OF from page 82
BEST MAN OR WOMAN
BEHIND THE BADGE

Sheriff Bill Brown

as everywhere around the world,” Brandon
Downing, KSBY’s director of marketing, said via
email. “This award is a testament of the 65 years
of service KSBY has provided to the Santa Maria
Valley and the outstanding local news coverage
viewers have come to trust and expect.”

RUNNER-UP:
THE SUN
—JP

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
Although Santa Barbara County Sheriff Bill
Brown is the engine of the Sheriff’s Office, his
deputies provide the fuel. Without his large
group of staff and partners in crime (stopping),
Brown said there’s no way the Sheriff’s Office
could provide the multitude of community
services it currently offers, including traditional
law service, investigations, coroner reports, jail
operations, and search and rescue services.
“I’m very proud of the men and women in our
agency and the great job they do,” Brown said.
“It’s a team effort and I want to acknowledge
them certainly as well.”

RUNNER-UP:
ROB WALLACE, CHP
—Kasey Bubnash

BEST NEWS SOURCE

KSBY
CENTRAL COAST
When locals have finally cruised home at
the end of the day and want an update on
their community, they switch on KSBY News.
The most watched local news station in Santa
Barbara and SLO counties, KSBY broadcasts
local reporting on weekday mornings and on the
weekends during the evening.
“Our newsroom works hard every day to keep
viewers in the Santa Maria Valley informed
on what’s going on in the community, as well

BEST SOCIAL MEDIA
PRESENCE

Cubanissimo
Cuban Coffee
House & Cafe
4869 S. BRADLEY ROAD,
SUITE 118, ORCUTT
Cubanissimo Cuban Coffee House & Cafe
co-owners Chrystal and Arqui Trenado
spend a lot of time working on their social
media presence on Facebook (facebook.
com/CubanissimoCafe)
and
Instagram
(@CubanissimoFoodTruck).
“Our most up-to-date cafe and food truck
information is on Instagram and Facebook,
including the location for the food truck, special
events we are having, and the specials of the day,”
Chrystal said. “We try to provide them with a
personal experience. We make a point to be real
on Instagram and make sure that our pictures
are of real food just as we serve it. It’s a great way
to see what we do.”
Just remember not to scroll through their
timeline when you’re driving in your classic
drop-top.

RUNNER-UP:
DJ E WRECK
—Rebecca Rose

BEST KIDS AFTER-SCHOOL
PROGRAM

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Santa Maria
Valley
SANTA MARIA, GUADALUPE
It’s no secret that the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Santa Maria Valley offers quality kids
programs at lower costs than anywhere else in
Northern Santa Barbara County, according to
CEO Jeremy Deming. Program fees are kept
nominal, Deming said, and $100 gets each kid
year-round, total access to Boys & Girls Club
services. “That’s unheard of,” Deming told the
Sun. Its unmatched costs, 10 club sites, and
passionate staff are what draw roughly 7,000
kids to the organization each year.
“What really makes us unique and what
drives people to us is the staff members,”
Deming said, “who are trained youth
development professionals, who we invest
heavily in, and who genuinely care about the
kids and their futures.”

RUNNER-UP:
SANTA MARIA VALLEY YMCA
—KB

BEST PLACE TO VOLUNTEER

Oasis Senior
Center
420 SOARES AVE., ORCUTT
The Oasis Senior Center is a beloved
nonprofit in Orcutt (see Best Community
Center/Nonprofit) that offers a ton of activities
for local seniors, from dance or music lessons
to classes. The center gets it all done with the

help of a team of dedicated volunteers. Some are
fellow seniors, Oasis Community Engagement
Coordinator Alicia Fails explained, and other
volunteers are younger, including high schoolaged youth that bridge the generational gap to
lend a hand.
“We could always use more volunteers,” Fails
said. “We have so many generous people here,
but we could always use more volunteers. We
always try to put that out there.”

RUNNER-UP:
COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL
ADVOCATES (CASA)
—JP

BEST TAKE-IT-TO-THE-MAN
LOCAL ACTIVIST

Ken McCalip
SANTA MARIA
Ken McCalip doesn’t necessarily see himself
as a sign-waving activist. Really, McCalip is
a retired educator who was the principal at
Casmalia Elementary School “during the
toxic dump years,” he told the Sun. But while
there, and ever since, he’s done what he can
to raise awareness of environmental issues in
Northern Santa Barbara County, especially
in regards to Casmalia, including on the
Opinion page of local papers like the Sun.
“I am way over three or four hundred
[op-eds] over the years, so it’s been a hobby
for me,” he said. “I read, continuously,
news and occasionally it strikes a nerve and
I have to write a commentary. I research it
carefully online, and read everything on
the subject before I start.” ❍

RUNNER-UP:
ANDY CALDWELL
—JP
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Thanks for Voting Us the “Best”

John Henning, Ph.D. & Sharon Henning, Owners & Administrators

Best Senior Living
Community

805-922-6657 • 830 E. Chapel Street, Santa Maria
www.CountryOaksCareCenter.com
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THANK YOU!

Thank you, Sun readers, for voting us Best Local Bank.
Personal Banking I Business Banking I Home Lending I Food & Agriculture
Local branches to serve you:
Santa Ynez
3600 Sagunto Street
(805) 688-6424
Nipomo
615 West Tefft Street
(805) 929-1911
Solvang
1571 Mission Drive
(805) 688-6150

Buellton
61 West Highway 246
(805) 688-5571
Lompoc
828 North H Street
(805) 735-3777
Guadalupe
905 Guadalupe Street
(805) 343-5467

Santa Maria
1110 East Clark Avenue
(805) 937-2028
720 North Broadway
(805) 347-9999
1554 South Broadway
(805) 922-6951
519 East Main Street
(805) 922-2144

Connect with us
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Live Music
S a n ta Y n e z Va l l e Y

2018 FIRESTONE SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES Guests can enjoy food, wine, and live
music. Big Tom’s Backyard tri-tip sandwiches
will be available for purchase. No outside
alcohol allowed. First Friday of every month, 6-9
p.m. through Sept. 28 Firestone Vineyard, 5017
Zaca Station Rd., Los Olivos, 805-688-3940,
firestonewine.com.

THE AJM BAND LIVE Part of the 2018
Firestone Summer Concert Series. Aug. 3, 6-9
p.m. Firestone Vineyard, 5017 Zaca Station Rd.,
Los Olivos, 805-688-3940, firestonewine.com.

ASHLEY STEELE: NASHVILLE POP-UP
ACOUSTIC SHOW Aug. 10, 6-8 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE BRYAN TITUS TRIO LIVE Aug. 10, 8-11
p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

CHRIS AYER LIVE This performance is part of
Crafted, Bottlest’s ongoing live music series.
Aug. 2, 7:30-10 p.m. Bottlest Winery, Bar &
Bistro, 35 Industrial Way, Buellton, 805-6864742, bottlest.com.

CRAFTED: LIVE MUSIC SERIES Features
artists from all genres of music. Thursdays, 6
p.m. and Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 805-6864742. bottlest.com. Bottlest Winery, Bar &
Bistro, 35 Industrial Way, Buellton.

THE DYLAN ORTEGA BAND As part of KRAZy
Country Honky-Tonk Thursday. Thursdays, 7
p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

FIRST FRIDAY ‘80S NIGHT Featuring the
Molly Ringwald Project. First Friday of every
month, 8:30-11:30 p.m. $10 after 8 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

GRASS MOUNTAIN LIVE No outside food or
beverages allowed. Aug. 3, 6-9 p.m. Free. Cold
Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

THE JOE LOMBARDO BAND LIVE Enjoy
live ‘60s and ‘70s classic rock. Aug. 11,
5-8 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

JR’S COMBO LIVE Aug. 11, 1-4 p.m.
Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach
Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
JUMPIN’ BLUE LIVE No outside food or
beverages allowed. Aug. 5, 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach
Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

MUSIC LISTINGS continued page 91

WHY NOT YOU? The Typsy Gypsies took home three Newties at the New Times Music Awards last year, for Songwriting, Blues/R&B, and Best Album. The entry period for this years’ competition ends Aug. 20.

NTMA turns 10

The New Times Music Awards (NTMAs) calls
for singer/songwriters and bands to submit
new music for 10th annual competition
BY JOE PAYNE

W

ithout fail, just about every year now for the past decade, one or more
musician friends ask me after-the-fact: “Dude, why didn’t you tell me
about the New Times Music Awards?”
Well here it is, unequivocally: The Sun and New Times is currently
accepting entries for the 10th annual New Times Music Awards, which we
also call the NTMAs. So no excuses!
The NTMAs are the Central Coast’s premier competition for local singer/
songwriters, bands, and rappers who write and record original music. Got a new
album? We want to hear it. Maybe it’s just a track or two? We want those too.
The competition began in 2008 after the New Times Media Group
took a look around at all the live music going on across the Central Coast
and wanted to celebrate it, Marketing and Events Coordinator Rachelle
Ramirez explained.
“The NTMAs are all about supporting local music and bringing

We
Have
Everything
Under
The
Sun!

Introducing Your Locally Owned

JDX PHARMACY
Caring for you and about you
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are always here
to assist your medical supply needs.
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-1pm
1504 S. Broadway, Santa Maria • (805)922-1747 • www.healthmart.com
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awareness to musical talent we have around here,” Ramirez said. “We do this
for our local community to try and bring everyone together. I feel like every
year, everyone who wins the awards, I personally start recognizing their names
all around the Central Coast.”
Plenty of well-known local groups and performers have caught on and are
racing to get their stuff entered.
The rules are pretty simple: Send in your music online or to one of our offices by
Aug. 20 at 5 p.m., pay the $10 entry fee, and be ready to perform at the awards on
Nov. 2 if you win first place.
OK, there’s a little more to it than that. We’ve got lots of categories: Rock/
Alternative, Country/Americana/Folk, R&B/Blues, Hip-Hop/Rap, Open,
and Youth. Single songs can be entered into each of those categories. You’re
allowed to submit 10 single songs at the most. There’s also the Songwriting
category, which accepts as many as three songs for consideration. You can
also submit to the Album category, but it must have been released between
July 1, 2017, and Aug. 20 of this year. Also, the artist or artists must primarily
reside in SLO or Santa Barbara counties.
The Youth category is a relatively new addition, Ramirez explained,
and is open to anyone under the age of 18, but they do need a parent to sign
their entry form.
“They don’t have to assign it to a certain genre, so they can submit any kind of
music they want,” she said. “And they compete against each other in the 18 and
under category.”
Every performer who wins a first place in any of the categories wins a bronze

LOCAL NOTES continued page 92

T he 10th Annual

NEW TIMES MUSIC AWARDS
It’s time to enter the NTMAs!
Deadline for en tr ies

By 5pm Monday, August 20, 2018

Showcase

Friday, November 2, Fremont Theater
More info at: NewTimesSLO.com

MUSIC
PHOTO COURTESY OF CONNER CHERLAND

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 90
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO Local acts perform
every Saturday. Saturdays, 5-8 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

ODDLY STRAIGHT LIVE No outside food or
beverages allowed. Aug. 4, 1-4 p.m. Free. Cold
Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.

PARADISE ROAD LIVE Performing live country
and classic rock. Aug. 10, 6-9 p.m. Free. Cold
Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.
PULL THE TRIGGER LIVE Aug. 4, 8 p.m.
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez,
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE RUBEN LEE BAND LIVE No outside food
or beverages allowed. Aug. 4, 6-9 p.m. Free.
Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa
Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/
entertainment.html.
SOLVANG SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Featured acts include The Soul Cats, Cuesta Ridge,
Bear Market Riot, Grass Mountain, LiveWire, Rock
Cats Rock, Low Down Dudes, Unfinished Business,
and more. Wednesdays, 5-8 p.m. and Aug. 10,
5-8 p.m. through Aug. 22 Free. facebook.com/
solvang3rdwednesday. Solvang Park, Mission Dr.
and First St., Solvang.

SUNDAY ROUND-UP Enjoy live music on the
patio and special menu offerings every Sunday
morning. Sundays, 11 a.m. Free. Maverick Saloon,
3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785,
mavericksaloon.org.

TERESA RUSSELL AND COCOBILLI LIVE Enjoy
live music from this blues/rock group. Aug. 12,
4:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
THE TEX PISTOLS LIVE Aug. 11, 8 p.m. Maverick
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-6864785, mavericksaloon.org.

TOM BALL AND KENNY SULTAN LIVE No
outside food or beverages allowed. Sundays,
1:15-4 p.m. Free. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066,
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.
L o m p o c/ Va n d e n b e r g

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine
with 4 seasonal releases each calendar year. Price
includes 3 VIP access tickets to each SipMusic
event, and 1 album and 1 bottle of premium
wine every 3 months. ongoing $40. Lompoc Wine
Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-243-8398,
lompocwinefactory.com.
S a n ta m a r i a Va L L e y/ L o S a L a m o S

15TH ANNUAL FREE CONCERTS IN THE
PARK SERIES Enjoy live music in the park.
Picnics welcome. Featured acts include Unfinished
Business, Drive-In Romeos, The Band August, and
more. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. through Sept. 9 Free. 805925-0951 ext.2260. Rotary Centennial Park, 2625
South College Dr., Santa Maria.

CARDINAL GARDEN CONCERTS: LEYLAND,
COOTS, AND HOLLAND Enjoy live jazz from Carl
Sonny Leyland, Brian Holland, and Danny Coots.
Food and drinks available, but guests can feel free
to bring their own. Aug. 8, 6-9 p.m. $25. 805-9378402. Cardinal Garden, 4517 Hummel Dr., Orcutt.

A LITTLE OLD TIME ROCK’N’ROLL Featuring
Riptide Big Band. Guests are encouraged to dress
in ‘50s attire. Presented by the Santa Maria Valley
Sr. Club and funded by the Community Foundation
of SLO County Aug. 12, 1:30-4 p.m. Free. 775-8135186. RiptideBB.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center,
510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

LIVE MUSIC AT CA’ DEL GREVINO Enjoy live
music from a different band/musician each week.
Wednesdays, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-937-6400.
facebook.com/cadelgrevino. Ca’ Del Grevino Cafe
and Wine Bar, 400 E. Clark Ave., suite A, Orcutt.

LIVE MUSIC AT COSTA DE ORO Enjoy live
music and complimentary appetizers every week.
Thursdays, Fridays, 5-7 p.m. and Saturdays, 3-5
p.m. Free. Costa De Oro Winery, 1331 S. Nicholson
Ave., Santa Maria, 805-922-1468, cdowinery.com.
LIVE MUSIC AT MOXIE CAFE Enjoy live music
from local artists, food, and drinks. ThursdaysSaturdays, 5-8 p.m. Free. moxiecafe.com/music/.

Luis Obispo performs Broadway hits. Features
a quintet of nationally acclaimed singers from
Los Angeles. Aug. 11, 2-5 p.m. $70-$90. 805541-5369. operaslo.org. Chapman Estate,
1243 Ocean Blvd., Shell Beach.

CENTRAL CITY SWING This concert is

FOR THE FOLKS DANCE PARTY TO SUPPORT
IMMIGRANT RIGHTS Featuring live music from

sponsored by Morgan Stanley and will benefit
Captive Hearts. Aug. 12, 1 p.m. Free. 805473-2250. agvillageconcerts.com. Heritage
Square Park, 201 Nelson St., Arroyo Grande.

Midtown Social and The Turkey Buzzards. Aug. 11,
6:30-10 p.m. $10. 805-888-7940. forthefolksmusic.
com. Bang The Drum Brewery, 950 Orcutt Road,
San Luis Obispo.

FRIDAY MUSIC NIGHT AT AVILA BEACH
RESORT Enjoy acoustic music from local

HOUSE CONCERT: BRIAN HOLLAND AND
DANNY COOTS Enjoy boogey, jazz, stride, blues,

artists with food and drinks from Mulligan’s.
Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-595-4000. Avila
Beach Resort, 6464 Ana Bay Dr., Avila Beach.

and more. Aug. 6, 7-9:30 p.m. $20 at the door.
805-541-3246. facebook.com/HollandCootsinSLO/.
Private residence, TBD, San Luis Obispo.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live
music and food on the patio. Fridays,
5:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-489-9099.
branchstreeetdeli.com. Branch Street Deli,
203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

JAZZ VESPERS CONCERT Featuring The Dave

LIVE MUSIC AT LIDO Tuesdays, Thursdays,

doubLe time

Indie/folk artist Conner Cherland performs
Aug. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Bottlest Winery, Bar,
and Bistro and Aug. 11 at 5 p.m. at Refugio
Ranch Vineyards. Bottlest is located at 35
Industrial Way, Buellton. More info: (805)
686-4742 or bottlest.com. Refugio Ranch is
located at 2990 Grand Ave., Los Olivos. More
info: (805) 688-5400 or refugioranch.com.

Fridays, 5-8 p.m. Free. 805-773-4300.
thedolphinbay.com. Lido Restaurant at
Dolphin Bay, 2727 Shell Beach Rd., Pismo
Beach.

LIVE MUSIC AT MOROVINO WINERY With
Jon Stephen. For ages 21-and-over. Second
Sunday of every month, 2-5 p.m. through Dec.
9 Free with wine purchase. 805-627-1443.
morovino.com. Morovino Winery, 468 Front
Street, Avila Beach.
LIVE MUSIC AT PUFFERS Tuesdays,
6:30-9:30 p.m. Free. 805-773-6563.
puffersofpismo.com. Puffers of Pismo, 781
Price St., Pismo Beach.

Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa Maria,
805-361-2900.

MONARCH CLUB SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES Featured acts include Shaky Groundz,

LIVE MUSIC AT O’SULLIVAN’S Featuring live
entertainment from local and touring alternative,
indie, rock, punk, reggae, ska, alt-country, and
other left-of-center musicians several times
throughout each month. ongoing Free. O’Sullivan’s
Pub, 633 E. Main St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0658,
osullivanspub.net.

Unfinished Business, Drive-In Romeos, The Brass
Factory, and more. First Friday of every month, 6-8
p.m. through Oct. 5 trilogyresort.com. Monarch
Club, 1645 Trilogy Pkway., Nipomo, 805-343-9459.

LIVE MUSIC AT PRESQU’ILE Different acts every
Friday evening. Fridays, 4-6 p.m. Free. Presqu’ile
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 805-9378110, presquilewine.com.

LIVE MUSIC AT ROONEY’S Live music or a DJ
every Friday night. Fridays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-9343777. rooneysirishpub.net. Rooney’s Irish Pub, 241
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt.

MOXIE CAFE PRESENTS THE MOLLY
RINGWALD PROJECT Guests can enjoy live
music, dancing, food, and more at this outdoor
concert (the first of a new series hosted by Moxie).
No pets or outside food/beverages allowed. Doors
open at 3 p.m. Aug. 4, 4-8 p.m. $15 presale; $20
at the gate; free for ages 14 and under. 805-3612900. moxiecafe.com. Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy
Ln., Santa Maria.

PETRELLA: FIRST LADY OF COUNTRY SOUL
Enjoy live country music from Petrella and Mixed
Influence. Aug. 3, 5:30-6:45 p.m. Free. 805-3610114. countrysoultrail.com. Santa Maria Town
Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa Maria.

THE TEPUSQUET TORNADOES LIVE The
original Presqu’ile house band. Featuring Dieter
Cronje, Madison Murphy, and Cameron Porter. Aug.
3, 5:30 p.m. Presqu’ile Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr.,
Santa Maria, 805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.
South coaSt SLo cou nt y

ACOUSTIC SUNDAYS Sundays, 3-6 p.m.
Seaventure Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave, Pismo
Beach, 805-773-4994.
AN AFTERNOON WITH SHADOWLANDS Doors
and bar open at 2 p.m. Aug. 4, 3-5 p.m. $12.50$15. branchmillorganics.com. Branch Mill Organic
Farm & Retreat Center, 2815 Branch Mill Rd.,
Arroyo Grande, 805-481-9205.

ALOHA HAWAII LIVE Featuring Larry Rivera,
“Kauai’s Living Legend”, his daughter Lurline
Rivera, and Kahulanui, Hawaii’s Kings of Swing.
Aug. 4 $39-$49. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.
org/event/aloha-hawaii-live/. Clark Center for
the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., Arroyo
Grande.

BANJER DAN LIVE Local musician Banjer Dan
Mazer performs folk music. Aug. 4, 2-3 p.m.
Free. 805-473-7161. slolibrary.org. Arroyo Grande
Library, 800 W. Branch, Arroyo Grande.

BROADWAY BY THE SEA CONCERT Opera San

Songwriters at Play. Aug. 9, 6:30-9 p.m. $11.49.
805-868-7133. songwritersatplay.com. 7Sisters
Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110,
San Luis Obispo.

OPEN BLUES JAM Wednesdays Mongo’s Saloon,
359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805-489-3639.

PISMO BEACH PACIFIC BREEZE CONCERTS
Features local bands and activities. Second Sunday
of every month, 1-4 p.m. Free. 805-773-7063.
Dinosaur Caves Park, 2701 Price St, Pismo Beach.

PORTUGAL THE MAN With special guests
Chicano Batman. For adults 18-and-over only. Rain
or shine. Aug. 11, 5-10 p.m. $42-$87. 805-9241142. otterproductionsinc.com. Avila Beach Resort,
6464 Ana Bay Dr., Avila Beach.

SIDE EFFECTS Tuesdays Free. 805-773-6563.
puffersofpismo.com. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price
St., Pismo Beach.
SIZZLIN’ SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Concerts include acts that perform various
genres, from traditional rock to blues. Sundays,
3-6 p.m. through Sept. 30 Free. 805-473-4580.
groverbeach.org. Ramona Garden Park Center, 993
Ramona Ave., Grover Beach.

WEDNESDAYS: LIVE MUSIC Enjoy live music
in the fireplace room. Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m.
Seaventure Restaurant, 100 Oceanview Ave, Pismo
Beach, 805-773-4994.
San LuiS obiSpo

BRENT DANNELLS LIVE Enjoy live jazz in the
upstairs dining room. Every other Thursday, 7-9
p.m. through Aug. 30 Free to dinner guests. 805594-1500. Mee Heng Low Noodle House, 815 Palm
St., San Luis Obispo.
BRIAN HOLLAND AND DANNY COOTS:
HOUSE CONCERT Enjoy live jazz, blues, boogie,
and ragtime classics from Brian Holland (piano)
and Danny Coots (drums). Aug. 6, 7-9 p.m. $20
at the door; email to reserve seats and obtain
address. Holland and Coots in a House, TBA, San
Luis Obispo, 805-541-3246.

CABARET 805 AT 7SISTERS BREWING Enjoy
lounge music, beer and non-alcoholic beverages,
and more. Family-friendly. Aug. 7, 6:45-9 p.m. Free.
805-868-7133. 7SistersBrewing.com. 7Sisters
Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110,
San Luis Obispo.

CAL POLY HONOR CHOIR FESTIVAL CONCERT
High school singers from throughout the state
will join Cal Poly performers for this collaborative
concert. Aug. 4, 2:30 p.m. Free. 805-756-2406.
music.calpoly.edu/calendar/choirs/. Mission San Luis
Obispo de Tolosa, 751 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo.

THE CINDERS BLUES BAND LIVE Presented by

Becker Quartet, with Becker, Jeff Miley (guitar),
Ken Hustad (bass), and Darrell Voss (drums). Aug.
12, 4 p.m. Donations appreciated. 805-543-5451.
Facebook.com/JazzVespersSLO. First Presbyterian
Church of San Luis Obispo, 981 Marsh St., San Luis
Obispo.

MEGAN STEINKE LIVE Performing during Pint
Night. Aug. 10, 6-8 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133.
7SistersBrewing.com. 7Sisters Brewing Company,
181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis Obispo.

MINT + CRAFT SUMMER MUSIC Each
performance of this free concert series takes place
on the Monterey Street patio. Sundays, 12:30-2:30
p.m. through Aug. 26 Free. Monterey Street Patio,
848 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo, 415-394-6500.

NOCHE CALIENTE Fridays, 10 p.m.-2 a.m.
805-541-096. slograd.com. The Graduate, 990
Industrial Way, San Luis Obispo.
PINT NITE WITH AARON PORTER Aug. 3, 6-8
p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7SistersBrewing.com.
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd.
Suite 110, San Luis Obispo.
RESONANCE: UNUM Presented by the 30-voice
Resonance under the direction of Paul Osborne.
Features the music of Herbert Howells, Maurice
Duruflé, Arvo Pärt, Mårten Jansson, René Clausen,
and others. Aug. 11, 8-10 p.m. $25 general; $10
students. Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa,
751 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, 781-8220,
missionsanluisobispo.org/.

SLO FARMERS MARKET: FRESH PICKED
CONCERT SERIES Enjoy live music during the
SLO Farmers Market on the first Thursday of every
month. First Thursday of every month, 6:30-8:30
p.m. through Oct. 4 Free. downtownslo.com/.
Harvest Stage, 995 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo,
805-541-0286.

TIM JACKSON LIVE Aug. 4, 6-8 p.m. Free. 805868-7133. 7SistersBrewing.com. 7Sisters Brewing
Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110, San Luis
Obispo.
Y&T LIVE Aug. 4, 7-11:30 p.m. $25. 805-3295729. fremontslo.com/. The Fremont Theater, 1035
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

dJ/dance
S a n ta y n e z Va L L e y

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto
St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.
L o m p o c/ Va n d e n b e r g

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge.
Bring your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30
a.m. Free. 805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E
Ocean Ave., Lompoc.
S a n ta m a r i a Va L L e y/ L o S a L a m o S

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. Oasis Senior
Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-928-7799.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. Oasis
Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-9287799.
NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6
nights a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For
ages 21-and-over. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free.
805-925-2405. ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho
Bowl, 128 E Donovan Rd., Santa Maria.
South coaSt SLo cou nt y

DJ CAMOTE Thursdays, 5 p.m. Harry’s Night Club
And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach,
805-773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.

MUSIC LISTINGS continued page 92
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FILE PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

LOCAL NOTES from page 90
Newtie Award and gets their music on the
official NTMA CD and T-shirt. First place
winners must also perform at the NTMAs on
Nov. 2 at the Fremont Theater in downtown
SLO. Those performers will compete in
the showcase for the Best Live Performance
award, which includes a platinum Newtie
award. For those who win first place in the
Songwriting category, they receive a special prize
of studio time at The Sauce Pot.
At this point, there’s no excuse for you or
your musician friend to not submit some
music. It’s not complicated and can be a lot of
fun, but don’t take my word for it!
Atascadero-based singer/songwriter Dulcie
Taylor won a first place for her songwriting a
few years ago, and is considering entering her
new album, Better Part of Me, in this year’s
competition.
“You enter online, so it’s not difficult,”
Taylor said. “You’re notified if you’re one of
the top three people, you go to the awards
ceremony, it’s a lot of fun, and you perform
the song live. It’s just a real nice evening.” ❍

THIS
FR IDAY

Managing Editor Joe Payne will be at the
NTMAs to hear the winners live. Contact
him at jpayne@santamariasun.com.

DO IT ALL FOR THE NEWTIE: First place winners at the NTMAs earn
the bronze Newtie for their songs across several genres. Pictured:
Tyson Leonard, of the solo project Tropo, holds up his first place Newtie
for the Open category at the 2017 NTMAs.
SOuth cOaSt SLO cOu nt Y

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 91
DJ DRUMZ AT MONGO’S Fridays Free. 805-489-

FRONT ROW KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m.

3639. mongossaloon.com. Mongo’s Saloon, 359 W.
Grand Ave., Grover Beach.

773-1010. Harry’s Night Club And Beach Bar, 690
Cypress St., Pismo Beach, harryspismobeach.com.

San LuiS ObiSpO

CONTRA DANCE Enjoy live music and energetic
contra dancing. Featuring Jean Gorrindo, Phil
Curnow, and the Growling Old Geezers Band.
Families, couples, and singles welcome. Free pizza
for clinic attendees. Aug. 11, 6:30-10 p.m. $5-$10.
cccds.org. Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana St., San Luis
Obispo, 805-544-0876.

COUNTRY NIGHT Thursdays, 8 p.m.-2 a.m.
805-541-096. slograd.com. The Graduate, 990
Industrial Way, San Luis Obispo.

KaraOKe/Open Mic
S a n ta Y n e z Va L L e Y

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free.
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr.,
Solvang, 805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

JAWZ KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. Harry’s Night
Club And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo
Beach, 805-773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.
KARAOKE WITH DJ SAM Sundays Mongo’s
Saloon, 359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805489-3639.
San LuiS ObiSpO

KARAOKE NIGHT SUNDAYS AT BUFFALO PUB
AND GRILL Sundays, 8 p.m. Free. 805-544-5155.
Buffalo Pub And Grill, 717 Higuera St., San Luis
Obispo.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT 7SISTERS For musicians,
poets, and comedians. Family-friendly. Performers
get a free beer. Sundays, 6-8 p.m. Free. 805-8687133. 7sistersbrewing.com/calendar. 7Sisters
Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 110,
San Luis Obispo.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT KREUZBERG Wednesdays
Free. 805-439-2060. kreuzbergcalifornia.com.
Kreuzberg Coffee Company, 685 Higuera Street,
San Luis Obispo. ❍
FILE PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MOLLY RINGWALD PROJECT

SEPTEMBER 27 AT 7PM

BON IVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUG 08
JACK WHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUG 19
DAVID BYRNE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUG 24
LUIS MIGUEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 11
THE NATIONAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 22
RISE AGAINST W/ AFI, ANTIFLAG. . . . SEP 29
BANDA MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SEP 30
JIM GAFFIGAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . OCT 06
KEITH URBAN W/ LINDSAY ELL . . . . . OCT 08
STING / SHAGGY . . . . . . . . . . . OCT 09
ARCTIC MONKEYS . . . . . . . . . . OCT 19
TICKETS AVAILABLE: SB BOWL OR AT AXS.COM / SBBOWL.COM / GOLDENVOICE.COM
92SBB_NT_180802_v1.indd
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One rinGWaLD tO ruLe theM aLL

The Molly Ringwald Project, an ’80s cover band known for utilizing special lighting and
laser effects, performs Aug. 3 from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. at Maverick Saloon and Aug. 4 at
Moxie Cafe from 4 to 8 p.m. The Maverick Saloon is located at 3687 Sagunto St., Santa
Ynez. More info: themavsaloon.com. Moxie Cafe is located at 1317 W. McCoy Lane, Santa
Maria. More info: moxiecafe.com.

ART SCENE 95 |

Arts Briefs
Artist Carol Simon featured
at Gallery Los Olivos
Gallery Los Olivos will present A Country Ramble, a onewoman show featuring the work of Carol Simon through Aug. 31.
Simon is an oil and watercolor painter who uses her
personal travel photography as inspiration for her paintings.
Originally from the San Francisco Bay Area, Simon is also a
classically trained musician who plays organ, clarinet, and
piano. Her work is featured in a collection at Santa Barbara’s
Cottage Hospital and seen in many local galleries and
businesses. She is a member of Scape as well as the Santa
Barbara Art Association.
Gallery Los Olivos is located at 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos.
More info: (805) 688-7517.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROL SIMON

Valley Art Gallery hosts
reception for Hattie Stoddard
Orcutt’s Valley Art Gallery will host a meet-and-greet with
local artist Hattie Stoddard on Aug. 3, at the launch of her new
show, Botanicals From My Garden.
Stoddard is a former graphic artist who launched her own
successful line of handcrafted teddy bears. She retired to Santa
Maria and began her work in botanical illustrations. Stoddard,
a lifetime gardener, has work featured at locations throughout
the Santa Maria Valley including the Discovery Museum and
Allan Hancock College. She is a founding member of Valley Art
Gallery, when it was originally called Culture Corner Gallery.
Botanicals From My Garden is a retrospective of Stoddard’s
lifetime of work, featuring detailed work highlighting her own
plants and garden. The reception takes place from 5 to 7 p.m.
and includes wine and snacks. The gallery is located at 125 W.
Clark Ave., suite 101, Orcutt. More info: (805) 937-2278.

Joyful

Tonya Romano Schultz brings her radiant
worldview to the Lompoc Valley Arts
Association
BY REBECCA ROSE

P
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GALLERY
sometimes outrageous combinations that flow from somewhere deep in
our collective experience.”
What that means for Schultz is that she’s not a predictable painter, even
in her process. She said she starts paintings outside and will later bring
them into her home, leaving them in hallways or places where she can
walk by and observe them and make changes or even start from scratch.
Schultz considers herself an impressionist and avoids strict realism.
She said she doesn’t think about a specific style but allows herself to freely
create as she goes.
“Sometimes it happens in spite of me,” she said. “There are times when your
hands and your heart just goes. The art happens and those times are the best.”
Schultz has been part of the Lompoc Valley Arts Association for more
than a decade. She said the collective is important especially for the
outreach it does with young artists. The group also helps give scholarships
to students at Cabrillo High School and Lompoc High School to continue
at Allan Hancock College.
“It’s about making art known in the community,” she said. “It’s part
of everyone’s life. When we come into the world, we have certain basic
abilities that maybe get pushed out of us as we get older. If we just give
children materials and let go, they do some awesome work.”
Everything people do is an expression of who they are, Schultz
explained. From the way people speak to the way they dress or interact
with others, it’s their unique approach to the world. She said aspiring
artists can start by channeling that uniqueness into their work.
“Feeling free to be creative and not putting any judgement on it is
important,” she said. “Don’t put any judgement on it.” ❍

eople. Nature. Life. Love.
These are just a few of the things Lompoc painter Tonya Romano
Schultz listed as the main influences of her work. She paused on
“love” to explain further.
“I think more than anything else in this world, we need love and
acceptance,” she said. “I try to emulate that in my own life, with my family
and my friends.”
It’s that recognition of the importance of connection that helps define
Schultz’s paintings. For the past several decades, Schultz has created a
bounty of colorfully evocative paintings that strike a balance between
traditional landscape and still life and broader impressionistic and abstract
work. Through Aug. 31, viewers have a chance to see her newest pieces as a
featured artist at the Lompoc Valley Arts Association’s Cypress Gallery.
In her new show, titled Joy, Schultz examines the intersection between
love and joy, a place of exuberant freedom. For her, art is about more than
painting. It’s about the personal “art” in everyday tasks, such as cooking,
knitting, and more.
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is judgement free. Contact her at
“It is fun not only doing creative activities,” she said. “But also teaching
others how to enjoy their creative muse. In truth, we are conduits to learn
rrose@santamariasun.com.
and share.”
IMAGES COURTESY OF TONYA ROMANO SCHULTZ
Born and raised in
California, Schultz has
Happy happy joy joy
lived in Lompoc since
Tonya Romano Schultz’s Joy runs through
Aug. 31 at the Lompoc Valley Arts Association’s
1959. She worked as
Cypress Gallery. The gallery is located at 119 E.
an elementary school
Cypress Ave., Lompoc. More info: (805) 737-1129.
teacher and counselor
and now works as
a private practice
marriage family therapist. She is the author of a book, You Can
Balance Your Life.
Schultz’s love of art came at an early time in her life. Her
mother was a talented artist, although not professionally, who
took some formal instruction.
She always had access to art supplies growing up, often lying
around her home. It was her mother’s recognition of her talent
that helped Schultz see that she might have some future in art.
“When I was in fourth grade, I did a charcoal sketch of a calla
lily,” she said. “My mother kept that all the way through high
school and college.”
While Schultz never received any formal training, she does
count fellow artist Robert Burridge as a mentor. He taught her to
think differently about her art and the world she was creating. She
said that through Burridge, she learned to give herself permission
to see her world in a completely different way.
“Art is infinite possibilities and multiple directions of selfI SEE SPOTS: The Lompoc Valley Arts Association hosts Joy, a new show by local painter Tonya Romano Schultz,
expression with joy and fun,” Schultz writes in her artist’s
through Aug. 31.
mission statement. “Permission to play with color and form and

PCPA’s Instagram features
backstage footage and more
Followers of Pacific Conservatory Theatre (PCPA) on
Instagram will be able to view exclusive behind-the-scenes
videos during productions of upcoming performances.
Actors from various projects periodically shoot brief videos
and answer questions from followers live, giving followers
and fans a chance to see what goes on during a typical
production. In addition to the videos, PCPA’s Instagram
also offers information about upcoming shows, events, and
announcements about the conservatory or actors.
PCPA’s Instagram is at instagram/pcpatheatre. For more
information, contact (805) 928-7731. ❍
Arts Briefs is compiled by Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose.
Send information to rrose@santamariasun.com.

LAY LADY LAY: Artist Tonya Romano Schultz’s exhibit Joy runs through Aug. 31 at the Cypress
Gallery in Lompoc. She said her work is inspired by things like love and nature.

ABSTRACT PACT: Tonya Romano Schultz’s art is bold and imaginative, incorporating elements
of impressionism and abstraction, and currently shows at the Cypress Gallery in Lompoc.
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JUL 27 - AUG 26

8
through 9/28/1

SOLVANG FESTIVAL THEATER

Friday’s 5:30PM to

8:30PM

“What’s not to love!”
Santa Maria Times

TWO GREAT SHOWS ALL SUMMER LONG

THE MIX TAPE

BOOK BY Catherine Johnson
MUSIC & LYRICS BY Benny Andersson
& Björn Ulvaeus & some songs
with Stig Anderson

TICKETS 922-8313 | BOX OFFICE 12:30-7PM WED-SUN | PCPA.ORG

FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS!
Expanded Showroom

WE
DO
STAIRS!

$3

Great Snacks
Cold Beer

OFF

FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Limit 2 discount tickets per order - Must call Box Ofﬁce for deal
Discount off of Adult ticket price only - SUN/NT - Expires 8/8/18

Hwy 1 Oceano

www.americanmelodrama.com

489-2499

Summer Special:

(805) 621-5000

427 W. Betteravia Rd Ste A-C, SM

Smith Electric

805-928-0900

smith-electric.com
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Boo the villain and cheer the hero!

$25 off any service

Hardwood
Carpet
Vinyl & More!

www.millershardwoodflooring.com

GOLD FEVER

at the Rough and Ready

Party like it’s 1999 in this musical comedy
ﬁlled with 90’s tunes

MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL PLUMBING

Lic #C15-947843

1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954

ARTS

ART SCENE
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DANIEL GIRARD
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Shop not
Rebecca fights a bored man for one Sunday of shopping
BY REBECCA ROSE

class and has all the power tools, after all.
There’s nothing like the feeling of explaining
ne of my biggest joys in life (aside from
to a hardware shop worker what you need
revelling in the downfall of Natalie
help with and having him turn to your mate
Portman, but I’ll get to that another
and say: “So what are you working on?” Trust
time) is shopping. I’m so good at shopping
me, he has no freaking clue. My fiance only
I consider it my cardio. I love nothing more
has a tool box because he won it in a raffle (he
than strolling around any shop picking
was trying to win 100 pounds of fudge and
through jewelry, clothes, shoes, decorative
was really upset when he didn’t).
items, and more.
This doesn’t happen with my fiance because
That would be fine in and of itself. But I’m a
he has a perma-clueless look on his face
package deal now, and my better half seems to
whenever we enter any kind of
believe shopping is some sort of
shopping venue. People instantly
CIA-born torture session on par
with waterboarding or making
know what they’re dealing with.
someone binge-watch full seasons
He looks like a gorilla in a tea
of Gilmore Girls.
shop, hopelessly wandering
This past weekend I had in
around, desperately looking for
mind to get all the pieces to
an Xbox console or praying that
finally make my dream makeup
somehow someone will magically
vanity. I planned this for weeks.
start playing a Packers game on
I needed to go to three places to
the wall.
get all the necessary parts, and
To prevent him from dying
all of them were big. That meant
Rebecca Rose
of sheer boredom and misery (a
I had to ask for help from The
thing he has assured me could
Generation X-It
Reluctant Shopper.
definitely happen during these
You have no idea how hard
long trips), I give him simple tasks to keep his
it is to prepare a man like this for this kind of
brain occupied. But even this proves almost
shopping trip. You can’t just charge in, full force,
impossible. I once asked my fiance, welland announce, “WE’RE GOING TO TARGET,”
trained and disciplined good listener that
or whatever. You have to gently introduce the
he is, to go grab some paper towels while I
idea. You have to pick the moment between his
was looking through paint samples at Home
favorite television shows to let him know. You
Depot. He wandered off for 20 minutes and
can’t wait too long, or he’ll get comfortable in
came back with a rake. Having no clue how to
his Sunday pants and forget it, you’re lugging
address this, I bought and paid for the rake.
those giant boxes out of the store yourself. Navy
We don’t even have a yard.
SEALs don’t spend as much time planning
Mostly, I just let him stay home and enjoy a
clandestine missions as I spend trying to
day off from stores and me spending 45 minutes
convince one man to drive 15 minutes to a bigdeciding if I need another pair of shoes in light
box store to get new sheets.
blue or a different light blue. Besides, I sure as
One good thing about my fiance is that
hell don’t need another rake. ❍
when I’m with him, no one at a place like
Lowe’s will ever ignore me and make the
mistake of asking The Man what the project
Rebecca Rose is available on layaway. Contact
is. Hey, I’m the one who took the woodshop
her at rrose@santamariasun.com.

O

FLY BOY: A BMX bike demonstration is one of the many events planned during the second annual Open Streets event in Lompoc.
The event takes place Aug. 3 from 4 to 8 p.m. in downtown Lompoc.

Free wheelin’

that coincide with Open Streets, planned by
the Lompoc Valley Bicycle Club. At noon on
the day of the event, the club will hold three
separate pre-event rides, ranging from 15 to
30 miles, which all start at Centennial Park at
the corner of H Street and Cypress Avenue. On
Aug. 4 at 8:30 a.m., the bicycle club will also
host a 36-mile ride through the Santa Rita Hills
BY REBECCA ROSE
wine appellation.
n any given day, the streets of downtown
Open Streets is a collaboration between the
Lompoc are typically filled with a steady
Healthy Lompoc Coalition and the city of Lompoc,
cluster of cars, weaving in and out of lanes
as well as other community groups including
and whizzing through intersections. It’s not
the Santa Barbara Bicycle Coalition, the Lompoc
always a picnic for pedestrians.
Valley Bicycle Club, Lompoc Valley Chamber of
But that will change on Aug. 3. For one day,
Commerce and Visitors Bureau, the Santa Barbara
the city will host a unique
County Association of
event which eschews cars in
Governments Traffic Solutions
Party in the streets
favor of foot traffic.
Department, the Santa Barbara
Open Streets will run from 4 to 8 p.m.
Healthy Lompoc
Foundation, and the Lompoc
on Aug. 3 on Ocean Avenue from C Street
Coalition’s Open Streets
Valley Medical Center, and
to N Street as part of Old Town Market
event, celebrating its second
Union Bank.
in downtown Lompoc. Admission is free.
year in Lompoc, features
“I think it’s an important
Attendees are asked to bring a helmet
1 mile of roads free of
event
to bring to a
to participate in rides and other event
automobiles. The space is
community,” Casarez said.
activities. More info: healthylompoc.org or
open for people to walk, bike,
“But the reason we really are
facebook.com/healthylompoc/.
exercise, roller skate, or play
excited to bring it back to
in. The day also features local
Lompoc is it helps connect
vendors, informational booths, and activities for
community members to local organizations. It
kids and adults and also coincides with Lompoc
supports the livelihood of their city and shows
Old Town Market day.
everyone how they can enjoy their town.” ❍
Emily Casarez, director of Community
Health with the Healthy Lompoc Coalition,
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is always on
said last year’s event drew in more than 3,000
foot. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.
visitors. Casarez said the organizers want to
encourage people to ride their bicycles, scooters,
skateboards, or roller skates to the event.
“The event has been going on in other parts
of Santa Barbara County, and we really wanted
to bring it to Lompoc Valley,” Casarez said.
“Last year we had a grant that encompassed
some funding for this event, and we thought we
should go for it.”
Casarez said the event originally started in
Bogota, Colombia, and eventually spread to
Los Angeles. The event in LA is much larger,
covering more than 5 miles and is more bicycle
focused. But even on a smaller scale, Lompoc’s
Open Streets packs in a lot.
The day isn’t just about being car-free. A
series of activities are planned that focus on
physical activity such as a mini bike rodeo, a
BMX bicycle trick demonstration by Team Soil,
big tricycle drag racing, rock wall climbing,
and more sports, games, art, dance, and music.
Casarez said the event plans to hand out 200
free bicycle helmets for kids, adorned with
reflective safety stickers.
DANCING IN THE STREET: For a few hours on Aug. 3,
“There are so many options to choose from,”
Lompoc residents will enjoy traffic-free roads downtown,
Casarez said. “All forms of transportation are
thanks to the Open Streets event. Participants are asked to
welcome.”
bring a bicycle helmet for safety as well as their bikes, roller
There are also several free bicycle ride events
skates, scooters, or skateboards.

Open Streets event celebrates
second year in Lompoc

O

WIN THIS GUITAR!
Support local music!

Purchase one raffle ticket for $10
or three raffle tickets for $25.
The Ernie Ball Music Man James Valentine (of Maroon 5) “Valentine” guitar
features a slab ash body, two Ernie Ball Music Man designed
pickups (1-humbucker/1-single coil), with 3-way custom wired
lever switch, coil tap, modern hardtail bridge with vintage
bent steel saddles, 25.5-inch scale, oil and wax
rubbed roasted maple neck with 10-inch radius
maple fingerboard, 22 stainless steel frets,
oversized 4-over-2 headstock and compensated
nut, designed for superior tuning stability.

The winner will be selected at random and announced at the New Times
Music Awards, Friday, November 2, 2018. Need not be present to win.

Purchase tickets online at www.My805Tix.com
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SUN SCREEN

Ode to alcoholism

Film Reviews
Editor’s note: Santa Maria 10 (805-347-1164) films and
show times were unavailable at press time.

PHoTo CouRTESY oF AMAZoN STuDIoS

A

uteur Gus Van Sant (My Own Private
Idaho, To Die For, Good Will Hunting,
Elephant, Paranoid Park, Milk) helms
this biopic based on subversive cartoonist John
Callahan’s quasi-autobiography (Will the
Real John Callahan Please Stand Up?), with
Joaquin Phoenix starring as Callahan. (114
min.)

where the meat resides in the
minutiae and out-of-the-box
characters live in a world where
they don’t quite fit in. I know
those personally who have found
sobriety through AA, and those
for whom the program was not
the tool they needed for that task.
wAKE UP CALL: After a drunken car accident, John Callahan (Joaquin Phoenix)
I won’t pretend to have any sort
must find a way to live as a quadriplegic.
Glen: Essentially, this film (and the book upon
of insider knowledge as to the
which it’s based) is a love letter to Alcoholics
methodology; my general sense
Gladiator (2000) and Walk the Line (2005) there
Anonymous and its 12-step program as well as
of the program comes mostly from media and
are films such as You Were Never Really Here
the misfit alcoholics who work the program and personal anecdotes heard therein. While the bulk (2017), Inherent Vice (2014), Her (2013), The
rediscover their self-worth. There’s certainly
of this film does seem to center on Callahan’s
Master (2012), Two Lovers (2008), Reservation
plenty of criticism of AA and its one-size-fitsstruggles and journey to sobriety, it also opens
Road (2007), We Own the Night (2007), Hotel
all approach to managing alcoholism, but
the curtain on the man before both his crash
Rwanda (2004), and The Yards (2000). He’s one
Don’t Worry isn’t the least bit interested in
and AA, and on a lesser note his rise after. He’s
of the best actors of his generation, and in Don’t
either exploring or countering those criticisms.
a flawed man, irreverent and funny, yet prone to
Worry he offers a deeply human portrayal of a
Instead, it chronicles one
bouts of anger and depression. deeply flawed character. Don’t Worry is a triumph
man’s journey through the 12
After his accident, he’s not
DON’T wORRY, HE wON’T much more than a sad shell— of the human spirit, a film about how humor
steps as he works to overcome
can heal; how relationships are essential; and,
his dependence. If you’re not
still drinking, self-hating,
GET FAR ON FOOT
even in the face of insurmountable odds, how a
familiar with Callahan’s life and
and lost as to what to do. He
What’s it rated? R
vulnerable person can persevere. As a biopic of
his cartoons, the basics are he
wasn’t a cartoonist before
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
John Callahan, it gives a very real, warts-and-all
became a quadriplegic after a
the crash. He got by painting
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
look inside a very polarizing artist. Yes, Callahan
drunken car accident, eventually
enough houses to support his
Where’s it showing? The Palm in SLO
had a lot of fans, but he had a lot of very vocal
drawing his politically incorrect,
booze and cigarette addiction,
critics who found his work insensitive or worse.
charming but clumsily hewn
but mostly he was a rambling
Callahan didn’t care, which is one more reason
cartoons, first published in the Portland State
drunk who just knew the next party was going
to admire him and his work.
University paper and later in the alternative
to have hotter babes and more to drink, so off
Anna: I agree, Phoenix is an incredible actor,
paper the Willamette Week, and eventually
he went. Phoenix does a great job in the role, but
so much so that I probably take it for granted
gained critical praise for his controversial work.
it’s his co-stars that really help the movie shine. I
that he’s going to be phenomenal in any role
He died in 2010, 27 years after his 1983 accident
didn’t even recognize Jonah Hill in the first shot
he takes. He can play what on the surface is an
due to complications of quadriplegia and
he was in, and his character Donnie proved just
unlikeable character in such a relatable and
respiratory problems. This film is less about the
as meaty and heartbreaking as Callahan himself.
endearing way that I’m won over, and Callahan
controversial nature of his work, although that’s The film may feel like it’s moving at a slow plod
fits that bill somewhat too. He’s difficult and a
certainly examined, and more about finding
sometimes, but the weave of the story comes to a
drunk, he asserts himself into places he’s not
sobriety. He gains a foothold on his sanity
resonant and satisfying payoff in the end.
necessarily wanted, and he resists being told
thanks to his AA sponsor, Donnie (Jonah Hill
Glen: I thought Hill was incredible, but for me
what to do and how to do it. I find Callahan’s
at his most charismatic), and girlfriend, Annu
there’s no denying Phoenix’s genius. He’s such
cartoons to be pretty funny in that good ol’
(Mara Rooney), but the film is also populated
an amazing actor who disappears into his roles.
blue humor way, but I wouldn’t necessarily
by members of his AA group, including
Setting aside his cockamamie 2010 stunt when
overweight Reba (Beth Ditto), misogynist
he pretended to quit acting to become a hip-hop pass them around the Thanksgiving table to
Mike (Mark Webber), gay Martindale (Ronnie
artist, chronicled in the mockumentary I’m Still grandma, if you catch my drift. This is a real
man’s story, and as such, the messiness of real
Here, Phoenix has made so many incredible
Adrian), bored suburbanite Corky (former
life bubbles to the surface in ways that fiction
films, and many of his choices—like the one
Sonic Youth member Kim Gordon), and effete
has a hard time replicating. I for one think this
to play Callahan—seem more like personal
European Hans (Udo Kier). Each member
cast did a talented man true justice in telling his
artistic decisions rather than commercial ones.
represents a strong personality, though they’re
story, and I’m grateful for the reminder to look
After a bunch of early TV guest roles and some
a little cliché. They’re also tough-lovers, not
forgettable kid flicks like SpaceCamp (1986) and up Callahan’s cartoon catalog whenever I’m in
letting Callahan get away with feeling sorry for
need of a chuckle. m
Russkies (1987), Phoenix teamed with Van Sant
himself. It’s a pretty remarkable, thoroughly
on To Die For (1995), where he got his first taste
engaging film. Chalk this up as another great
of real acting for a visionary director. Since then Sun Screen is written by New TimesSenior
one by Van Sant.
he’s mixed smaller, artsy pictures with bigger
Staff Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna.
Anna: I’m a fan of this director. He’s got a
roles. He’s made some amazing films! For every
pretty interesting style and is drawn to stories
Comment at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN

What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
In the heartwarming live action adventure,
Christopher Robin, the young boy who loved
embarking on adventures in the Hundred Acre Wood with a
band of spirited and loveable stuffed animals, has grown
up and lost his way. Now it is up to his childhood friends to
venture into our world and help Christopher Robin (Ewan
McGregor) remember the loving and playful boy who is still
inside. (120 min.)
—Walt Disney Pictures

NEw

THE DARKEST MINDS

What’s it rated? PG-13
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
When teens mysteriously develop powerful
new abilities, they are declared a threat by the
government and detained. Sixteen-year-old Ruby (Amandla
Stenberg), one of the most powerful young people anyone
has encountered, escapes her camp and joins a group of
runaway teens seeking safe haven. Soon this newfound
family realizes that, in a world in which the adults in power
have betrayed them, running is not enough and they must
wage a resistance, using their collective power to take back
control of their future. (105 min.)
—20th Century Fox

NEw

THE EQUALIZER 2

What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Hi-way Drive-In
Director Antoine Fuqua (Training Day, Shooter,
The Magnificent Seven 2016) returns to helm this
sequel written by Richard Wenk (The Mechanic 2011, The
Expendables 2, Jack Reacher: Never Go Back) that’s based
on the TV series by Michael Sloan and Richard Lindheim.
Denzel Washington stars as vigilante Robert McCall, an
unassuming man—and retired CIA black ops master—who
metes out justice whenever he sees someone being exploited
or oppressed. When he learns his old friend Susan Plummer
(Melissa Leo) has been murdered, he’s determined to find
out who did it and why, and bring them to account.
The film leaves open the possibility of yet another
installment, and since the whole premise is based on a
TV show and there’s never any shortage of bad guys out
to exploit the vulnerable, more may be on the way, but
the law of diminishing returns is already at play in this
sequel. If you’ve never seen Washington and Fuqua’s first
collaboration, Training Day, definitely watch it. It’s Fuqua’s

PICK
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SCORING

FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the price
of an evening show
MATINEE..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENTAL...........Rent it
STREAMING...wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

PSYCH TECH?
Want to Become a

Attend Our FREE INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT OUR PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIAN PROGRAM

Tuesday

August 7th •10am-Noon

Thursday

ARROYO GRANDE

1007 GRAND AVE · (805)489-2364

Stadium Seating

Ewan McGregor/Hayley Atwell/Bronte Carmichael

August 9th • 6-8pm

No Reservations Required!

LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING
TO DO?
Check out
My805Tix.com

DEPARTMENT OF STATE HOSPITALS - ATASCADERO

10333 El Camino Real • Atascadero
Meeting will be held in the forum

805-468-3175
ashptprogram@dsh.ca.gov
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(2:00) (4:45) (7:15)
LOOK US UP ON

Friday August 3rd thru Thursday August 9th
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&
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REBOUND: In The
Spy Who Dumped
Me, Audrey (Mila
Kunis), along with
her best friend
Morgan (Kate
McKinnon) is thrown
into an international
conspiracy when her
ex-boyfriend turns
out to be a spy.

best film and one of Washington’s rare appearances as a
bad guy. The Equalizer 2 doesn’t hold a candle to it, but as a
summer action flick, this one’s better than most. (121 min.)
—Glen Starkey

HOTEL TRANSLYVANIA 3: SUMMER VACATION

What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
Join our favorite monster family as they embark on a
vacation on a luxury monster cruise ship so Drac (voice of Adam
Sandler) can take a summer vacation from providing everyone
else’s vacation at the hotel. It’s smooth sailing for Drac’s pack
as the monsters indulge in all of the shipboard fun the cruise
has to offer, from monster volleyball to exotic excursions, and
catching up on their moon tans. But the dream vacation turns
into a nightmare when Mavis (voice of Selena Gomez) realizes
Drac has fallen for the mysterious captain of the ship, Ericka
(voice of Kathryn Hahn), who hides a dangerous secret that
could destroy all of monsterkind. (97 min.)
—Columbia Pictures/Sony Pictures Animation

MAMA MIA! HERE WE GO AGAIN

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
Ol Parker (Now is Good, The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel) directs returning and new cast members in the
sequel to the popular 2008 ABBA-centric musical-turned-movie
Mamma Mia! In the first film, Sophie (Amanda Seyfried) is a
bride-to-be who invites three of her mother, Donna’s (Meryl
Streep), old flames to her wedding in an attempt to discover who
her real father is. The sequel switches off between a time before
and after the original film, focusing on both Sophie’s new life
attempting to carry on her late mother’s hotel business and her
mother Donna’s young life around the time of her pregnancy.
Unfortunately, Mama Mia! Here We Go Again! does not
re-create the original electricity of the first film, but rather
provides a subtle warning for yet another largely nostalgiadriven, profit-seeking sequel. However, just because the film is
unable to fully recapture the original magic does not mean it
misses all the marks.
Even while the shortcomings are easily recognizable, this
musical film still offers a fun watch and a worthy trip down
memory lane for viewers. If you are a fan of the first, I wouldn’t
discourage you from attending a local screening sporting some
denim and a boa. However, I also wouldn’t advise you to walk in
expecting to fall in love all over again. (114 min.)
—Ashley Ladin

PICK

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE-FALLOUT

What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Full Price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza, Movies Lompoc, Hi-Way
Drive-In
Writer-director Christopher McQuarrie (The Way of
the Gun, Jack Reacher, Mission: Impossible—Rogue

PICK

Nation) helms this action-packed sixth installment of the
Mission: Impossible franchise, starring Tom Cruise as super
spy Ethan Hunt. The new film ties together narratives and
characters from earlier films, including IMF (Impossible Mission
Force) team members Luther Stickell (Ving Rhames) and Benji
Dunn (Simon Pegg), Hunt’s Rogue Nation love interest and
fellow spy Ilsa Faust (Rebecca Ferguson), and Hunt’s ex-wife
Julia Meade (Michelle Monaghan) from Mission: Impossible III.
The first thing you need to know is this franchise, based on
the TV show of the same name and first rebooted in 1996 with
director Brian De Palma at the helm, is it’s the 20th highest
grossing film series of all time, raking in $2.8 billion worldwide.
It’s remained relevant by employing amazing directors,
including action master John Woo, Hollywood wunderkind J.J.
Abrams, and Brad Bird, who’s better known for animation
(The Iron Giant, Ratatouille, The Incredibles) but also directed
Tomorrowland.
It also has a winning star in Cruise, who strikes me as a
weirdo off-screen but is an amazing actor and action star
on-screen. As Hunt, he brings the right mix of confidence
and vulnerability to the role. In this go-around, one of the
big themes is Hunt’s moral code. He’s supposed to be a
remorseless operative employing utilitarianism in his decisionmaking process; in other words, complete the action that will
have the best outcome for the most people. But Hunt can’t
sacrifice the one for the many. He’s a killer with a heart.
After breaking action-film tradition by opening with a dream
sequence about ex-wife Julia instead of the usual big action
set-piece, we watch as Hunt and his team work to intercept
black market plutonium, but when faced with Luther’s death or
retrieving the nuclear bomb supplies, he picks Luther, meaning
it’s Hunt’s fault that the plutonium might make its way into the
hands of Rogue Nation villain Solomon Lane (Sean Harris).
Hunt’s choice also leads CIA handler Erica Sloan (Angela
Bassett) to force Hunt and his team to work with CIA “Special
Activities Operator” (read hit man) August Walker (Henry
Cavill), who’s definitely not a team player. What follows is a
series of flashy IMF operations complete with their patented
rubber mask disguises and false narrative tricks, as well as a

COMEDIANS IN CARS GETTING COFFEE (SEASON 10)
When? 2018
What’s it rated? TV-14
Where’s it available? Streaming on
Netflix

Seinfeld’s delightful but admittedly
snobbish brand of comedy has the space
to thrive. He’s rich, he’s clever, he’s
composed, he doesn’t seem to have a
worry in the world—and he’s not going
erry Seinfeld’s comedic lens of the
to apologize for it. It’s a sage arrogance,
world is refreshingly, and even
a “been-there-done-that” attitude that
enviably, simple. And such is the
makes Seinfeld compelling but also
appeal of the sitcom legend’s successful bristling.
Netflix series, Comedians in Cars
This tone makes for interesting
Getting Coffee. For those unfamiliar,
conversations, which is why Seinfeld’s
this show has the most rudimentary
banged out 10 seasons of cars,
premise possible: Seinfeld picks out a
comedians, and coffee. Past seasons
cool vintage car, picks up a celebrity
of the show were a mixed bag; some
(usually a comedian), and drives to a
episodes were funny and insightful
coffee shop where they chat about show and some were just dull. The recently
business and life. Rinse and repeat.
released 10th season has some of
It’s a little bit like a video podcast,
the most compelling episodes to date.
interspersed with striking shots of
Seinfeld argues with Zach Galifianakis
cool cars, city streets, and anonymous in the opener about whether life
baristas making cappuccinos. The
changes after becoming a celebrity:
episodes are super digestible—as short “That’s all your perception,” Seinfeld
as 14 minutes.
says. “The world has not changed that
With its barebones framework,
PHOTO COURTESY OF NETFLIX

J

COMEDY TALK: Jerry
Seinfield is back driving
vintage cars, drinking
coffee, and chatting
with other comedians
in an enjoyable 10th
season of Comedians in
Cars Getting Coffee.

much because people know who you
are. There’s too much world.” In another
episode, he and Ellen DeGeneres debate
how much concern they should feel
about the state of the world. “The world
is such a scary place right now. It just
overwhelms me with dread. Do you ever
go to those places?” DeGeneres asks,
to which Seinfeld responds: “No. My
attitude is that each generation kind of
gets this thing dumped in your lap to
deal with.”
Some critics have panned Seinfeld
for essentially embodying white privilege
and not caring enough, or not doing
enough satirical analysis of the pressing
issues of our time. But that’s not who
Seinfeld is, or ever was, as a comedian.
He’s a pure observationist, finding
humor in the simplest aspects of people
and society. His passion for the art of
comedy comes through intensely in the
emotional final episode with Jerry Lewis,
which marked Lewis’ last on-camera
appearance before he died in 2017.
Whether you love him, don’t get
him, or find him distasteful, Seinfeld
is distinctly who he is. And it’s why
Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee brings
a lot of value to the TV landscape. (12,
14 to 23 min. episodes.) Δ
—Peter Johnson

series of amazing action sequences.
The film manages to conjure up emotional elements as well,
since Hunt must protect both Julia and Ilsa, and prove to the
powers-that-be, that saving both the one and the many is the
real job of the IMF. It also culminates in the mother of all action
finales. If you like this series, Fallout is a worthy successor.
(147 min.)
—Glen Starkey

THE SPY WHO DUMPED ME

What’s it rated? R
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza, Movies Lompoc
Audrey (Mila Kunis) and Morgan (Kate McKinnon),
two 30-year-old best friends in Los Angeles, are
thrust unexpectedly into an international conspiracy when
Audrey’s ex-boyfriend (Justin Theroux) shows up at their
apartment with a team of deadly assassins on his trail.
Surprising even themselves, the duo jump into action, on the
run throughout Europe from assassins and a suspicious-butcharming British agent (Sam Heughan), as they hatch a plan to
save the world. (116 min.)
—Lionsgate

NEW

TEEN TITANS GO! TO THE MOVIES

What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Full Price
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza
In a world where every superhero, no matter how
obscure or unpopular, gets their own feature length
film (sound familiar?), the Teen Titans, made up of Robin
(voiced by Scott Menville), Starfire (Hynden Walch), Cyborg
(Khary Payton), Raven (Tara Strong), and Beast Boy (Greg
Cipes), question their apparent exclusion from the docket.
Dismissed merely as a ragtag band of sidekicks rather than
actual heroes, the group fights to prove their worth and
hopefully the chance at a big Hollywood movie.
There’s bigger fish to fry soon enough though, in the form
of Slade (Will Arnett), a masked villain heck-bent on global
domination. But Robin, who craves stardom the most out of
the group, views Slade’s arrival as an opportune moment. This
could be the archenemy that finally boosts the Titans’ status
from zeros to heroes. After all, even the best heroes are only as
good as their villains, right?
In lieu of the massive identity crisis the DC live action
films have been suffering from (minus Wonder Woman), it’s
refreshing to see an animated adaptation of those same
beloved characters thriving on the other side of the spectrum.
Where Justice League—a bland, riskless Marvel wannabe full
of glaring tonal shifts—failed, Teen Titans Go! To The Movies
soars! Both films revolve around a team of heroes, but only one
is clearly aware of its intentions from the get-go. Conceptual
consistency aside, Titans is just flat-out funny, and I’d probably
still recommend it regardless of cohesion. And when I say
funny, I don’t mean light chuckle funny; I mean tears of
laughter funny.
Justified by its overabundance of meta humor,
commenting on both its source material and the superhero
film industry at large, I’m happy to proclaim Titans as this
year’s The Lego Batman Movie with John the Baptist level
enthusiasm. Despite my Full Price approval however, I think
it’s fair to say those who wait for the small screen won’t be
missing out on too much (unless you’re like me and couldn’t
possibly wait that long). On the other hand, there are certain
nuances unique to a theatrical viewing. Audible commentary
from the audience, for example, gave my screening an extra
melodramatic kick. One child, who stopped to take a breather
after running laps around the theater, boldly reacted to one
of Slade’s lines. “You’re nothing but a joke!” the villain tells
Robin. The young sprinter instantly came to Robin’s defense.
“No, Slade. YOU are the joke!” (92 min.) ❍
—Caleb Wiseblood
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Sun movie reviews were compiled by New Times Arts Writer Ryah
Cooley. You can contact her at rcooley@newtimesslo.com.
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Drinks and more

PHOTOS BY REBECCA ROSE

Pico’s bar highlights drinks influenced by the chef’s imagination
BY REBECCA ROSE

explained, because no one wants to spend 20
minutes waiting for a drink order with too
hef Drew Terp of Pico is easily most at
many ingredients and complicated steps. The
home when he’s stomping around the
drinks on the menu are a mix of unique takes
restaurant’s backyard garden, but on this
on classic drinks with the venue’s own creations
day, he’s more excited than usual.
meant to complement the visionary work being
Terp is showing off an impressive large-scale
smoker that he built himself. He can now smoke done inside the kitchen and highlighted with a
local flair. Zorro’s Gin and Tonic features Union
multiple cuts of meat at once, as opposed to
gin, Collin’s Los Alamos Tonic, amaro, orange,
the smaller version that now sits outside his
and mint. It’s a fruity and herby twist on the
monumental new construction. It’s not the only
classic drink. The name is a purposeful nod to
thing that’s changed around here.
Solomon Pico, the famous outlaw who lived in
In the past few months, Pico has undergone
the area in the mid-1800s—
some fun and bold changes,
many believe he was the
all with the aim of moving
Pop
into
Pico
inspiration for Zorro.
forward in the ever-expanding
Pico in Los Alamos is located at 458 Bell St.,
The Yo Soy Sansho is
Central Coast food scene.
Los Alamos. More info: (805) 344-1122.
made
with Diplomático
From a new bar, to a kidReserva Exclusiva rum,
friendly space, the venue is
lime, and sansho pepper.
exploring new ways to cater to both locals looking
Diplomático is a rum made in Venezuela that’s
for a familiar hangout as well as well-heeled
distilled from molasses using a copper pot. The
tourists trying to get in on the next big thing.
result is a very fruity and rich tasting rum that
Like a lot of restaurants in the Santa Ynez
Valley, Pico recently introduced a more complex pairs well with the heat from the sansho pepper.
Another standout on the menu is the Bing
cocktail menu. To accompany that, the owners
Bong,
made with Medley Brothers bourbon,
built a bar that has replaced much of what used
lemon, and a bing cherry juice made in house.
to house Pico’s merchandise and retail area.
“We get a lot of people who come in for an
There are still some pieces you can snag to
afternoon or early afternoon cocktail,” Henry
commemorate your visit, but the last remnants
said. “We have a great wine list, too. We have
of the “general store” part of the restaurant’s
regulars who come in every day for a beer.”
history are pretty much gone.
Terp said that aside from the regulars
“It’s been a huge plus to have the bar where it is
intrigued by the bar menu, a lot of their
now,” explained co-owner Will Henry. “It’s visible
customers are travelers, people who might be
from the street. We removed the retail portion
because of course, highlighting what [Terp] does is exploring the area and wandering up and down
the coast looking for new places. He said the
important, and it was getting lost in all that.”
venue also has its share of repeat customers
While Pico introduced a long list of new
from out of town, who’ve dubbed Pico their
drink recipes, one thing they didn’t do was hire
favorite spot to stop off at.
a mixologist, preferring to look to their staff and
The new changes to the front of the house
food menu for inspiration and ideas. Henry said
and introduction of the bar haven’t daunted
the drink menu is somewhat of a group project,
him in the slightest, Terp said.
owing to feedback and ideas from all of Pico’s
“I like changes,” he explained. “It keeps
staff, including the waitstaff, which helped create
things
fresh, it keeps things new. That’s one
the Hi Felicia. The drink is made with Dogwood
of the great things about being in the kitchen,
vodka, lime juice, ginger beer, and mint.
something is always changing. Seasons are
“We have so much talent in-house,” Henry
changing, menus are changing, produce is
said. “And we have a fabulous chef who likes
changing. What you can or cannot get is always
to get involved in pretty much everything that
changing. It’s nice to be part of a restaurant
people consume here. Almost everything is
something that the chef has created that we have where that’s a part of the philosophy rather than
just having a stagnant presence.”
then taken out here and then tried to create
something unique with.”
EATS continued page 99
But the drinks are also simple, Henry
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THE BREAST OF THE BUNCH: Duck breast at Pico in Los Alamos is served with a portion of forbidden dirty rice, locally grown
beets, and local edible flowers.

BURGER BOSS: Sunday nights at Pico are burger nights, featuring a limited menu and new and experimental burgers from chef
and co-owner Drew Terp.

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of
fries & small soft drink of choice

·Vintners Lounge

$ .56 + tax

$ .63 + tax

·Atrium Bistro

Exp. 8/9/18

Exp. 8/9/18

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito

5

4

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116
98 • Sun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • www.santamariasun.com

·Vintners Grill
·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private
parties for up to 350 people
928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

A beautiful, full-service
property located in the
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• Garden Room Restaurant
oﬀering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour
• Wine Cellar oﬀering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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EN GARDE! The Zorro’s Gin and Tonic at Pico features Collin’s
Los Alamos Tonic—a locally made product—and gin, amaro,
orange, and mint.

GET THE
MOTOR
RUNNIN’
ON THAT
SALE!
No spam or scams here! Private
parties–list your Auto/Boat sales
for FREE in our Classifieds section.
Send up to 30 words + 1 image to
classifieds@santamariasun.com,
subject line: FREE AUTO/BOAT.
Your ad will appear in print
and online, hassle free!
SantaMariaSun.com
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Only Local Wine
From Only Small
Producers
165 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt
(in the Old Doc Burnsteins location)
805-631-0496
vinoetamicis.com

Sun 12-7 / Tue 4-8
Wed & Thurs 1-8
Fri 1-10 / Sat 12-10

(mention this ad for 10% off any purchase)

nly
sO

Restaurant and Bakery
Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm
Sun: 7am–8pm

nd

But it’s still the food that gets the bulk of the
attention. Pico’s menu features a strong focus
on locally sourced foods and sustainability
and manages to be inventive and soulful at the
same time. First-course dishes on the spring to
summer menu include grilled cauliflower with
dates and a confit of garlic as well as locally
caught halibut grilled with tempura squash
blossom and a corn pudding.
As impressive as the menu is, Terp called it a
work in progress.
“We had a difficult growing season to begin
with,” he said. “The weather, the rains, and all
the fires kind of threw things out of whack. A
lot of stuff I was planning to have in the spring

popped up late or was really small.”
Terp also puts a lot of emphasis on playing
around with texture in his dishes, which comes
from a deeply personal place. For a period of
time, Terp lived with his grandfather who could
no longer taste food. He said the challenge for
him as a budding chef was to create dishes that his
grandfather could be as excited about as he was.
“You concentrate as a chef on how something
tastes,” he said. “How it looks when it’s plated,
or the seasonality of it. When I lived with my
grandfather, to get him interested in food, I had to
play with textures.”
His grandfather responded to foods that had
creamy and crunchy textures, so Terp would try
to add as many different textural elements that
he could. That has carried over to his cooking
today, where he tries to think about texture and
temperature as just another element on the plate.
The mangalitsa short ribs are a favorite among
many repeat diners, served with Spanish tortilla
and ash-roasted pepper. Another popular item
is the parpadelle pasta dish, made with maitake
mushrooms and a shallot tomato sauce.
The duck breast on the third-course menu
is a strong contender for one of the best dishes
in the region. Served alongside forbidden dirty
rice, locally grown beets, and local edible
flowers, the dish is rich but not aggressive;
perfectly balanced in flavor and texture.
The changes at Pico are more evidence that
Los Alamos is shifting, even if ever so slightly,
in a new direction, one that’s been coming for a
long time. As new sidewalks go in, new houses
come up, new hotels open, and restaurants such
as Bell Street Farms change owners and names,
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Come Satisfy
Your Hunger!
W
ee

EATS

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt
(805) 937-1871

Locally owned and operated

(Open 7 days a week)

Mon- Thurs 11am to 9pm | Fri 11am to 10pm
Sat 10am to 10pm | Sunday 10am to 9pm

Breakfast Served All Day!
Sit down or Order to Go

Beer, Margaritas & Wine Mixers

$5.99

LUNCH SPECIALS
ALL SERVED WITH A 16 OZ SODA · 11AM TO 2PM

MONDAY
Chili Verde or Chili Rojo Combo
TUESDAY
5 Enchiladas (Cheese or Chicken)
WEDNESDAY
Asada Burrito
THURSDAY
Chicken Flautas
FRIDAY
Asada Quesdilla Combo
SATURDAY
Torta Asada

FORMERLY
PATRICIO’S
PIZZERIA

Same
Great
Pizza!
Same Great Taste!

Featuring

Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnold!
NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

La Perla Market & Deli
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat 3:30am–9pm · Sun 3:30am-6pm

1138 W. Church St., Santa Maria
805-922-9001

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com
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EATS
EATS from page 99
one thing about the town never changes: The
food is still really damn good. ❍
Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose likes change
too. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.

• I really enjoy these bento boxes at Sake
Sushi. I usually get the Pork Cutlet Bento
(pictured below left), which comes with salad,
five pieces of California roll, steamed rice, and
some mixed veggie and shrimp tempura. Other
choices include salmon teriyaki, beef short ribs,
and more. Check them out for yourself at 194
Town Center East, Santa Maria.
• The Los Alamos Library has a new seed
bank with more than 25 different seeds,
including vegetables such as snap peas. They
are also doing an exchange for donations of
non-GMO seeds. Master gardeners or people
without a green thumb can check them out at

2995
2695
1695
ADULTS

$
$

SENIORS

405 Helena St., Los Alamos.
• Valle Fresh now has (gasp) fried hush puppies
on the menu (pictured below right). Served with
citrus aioli and fried corn silk, they’re almost too
beautiful to eat. Almost. Discover them at 380 Bell
St., Los Alamos.
• Pizzeria Bello Forno in Orcutt isn’t just
about flatbreads. Try their salads, like the
arugula and baby greens salad with candied
pecans, gorgonzola cheese, fresh pears, and
house-made sherry wine and honey vinaigrette
or the capresa or bresaola salads. Most are
under $12. Pick some leaves at 119 E. Clark
Ave., Orcutt.
• Everyone I know is a fan of Vaqueras’
food truck (as they should be), and if you’re a
newbie to the experience, one of the things you
should try is the shrimp burrito. It’s fresh and
filled with a lot of vegetables and well-seasoned
rice. Their brick-and-mortar venue is at 117 E.
McElhany Ave., Santa Maria.
• I recently got to try a 2013 Presqu’ile
Winery syrah and it was definitely a special
experience. It’s a very spicy and aromatic wine,
but it is a little hard to find. Try for yourself at
5391 Presquile Drive, Santa Maria. ❍

PHOTO BY REBECCA ROSE

PHOTO COURTESY OF VALLE FRESH

CHILDREN

$

6-12 years
of age
Children
under 5
dine free

Authentic Made-from-Scratch Mediterranean Cuisine

SCALE: None

CELEBRATING
OUR FIRST YEAR!

Thank you Santa Maria for a great year.
Looking forward to many more!

VIEWING: Logo

122 E. Boone Street, Santa Maria · 805-347-1112
you’ve got an opinion.
What’s Your Take? We know
Everybody’s got one!

Join us for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Or order on line to take it to your own cave.
www.blackbeardiner.com

PROJECT: The Garden PROOF NO: 02 RENDER DATE: 04/28/17 PAGE NO: 01/01

This
week’s
online
poll
8/2 –
8/9

What do you love best about Northern Santa Barbara County?
m The food.
m The drink.
m The people.
m That I can still afford to live here.
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Enter your choice
online at:
SantaMariaSun.com

335 E. Betteravia • Santa Maria, CA • (805) 354-7701

The Classies
KEEP IT CLASSY–FOR FREE!

If you’re a private party, run free classified ads for Sales & Auto/Boat sections online & in print!
Check us out online at CLASSIFIEDS.SANTAMARIASUN.COM

NOW
OPEN

W E WA N T YOUR BU SINE S S T O BE FE AT UR ED ! CA L L ( 8 0 5 ) 3 47-19 6 8
RE ACHI N G 167,0 0 0 RE A DERS F RO M PA SO RO BL ES TO LO M P O C W EE K LY

Strength In Numbers

Open HOuse

5124 Snowy
Plover Guadalupe

202 Fuentes Dr.
Guadalupe

1917 Ybarra Ave
Santa Maria

Photo
Needed
$372,990

Starting at $343,985

Open Saturday
10-2pm

Open Sat–Sun,
11am-5pm

Hosted by
Regina Cosma
(805) 310-8180

Hosted by
Laura Passmore

CalBRE#01703042

Dunkin’ Donuts
Santa Maria

Come visit or enjoy our drive-thru service

Located: 1486 S. Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454
Mon-Sun 5:00am-10pm

• Donuts • Hot Drinks • Iced Drinks
• Frozen Drinks • Sandwiches & Wraps
• Bakery & Snacks

(805) 343-6000
BRE #01187642

Are you
holding
An open
house?
Advertise it right
here for just

$25!

$430,000

Contact your
sales rep today!

Open Saturday
12–2pm

805.347.1968

Hosted by
Sandra Cervantes
(805)310-3161
www.1917Ybarra.info

advertising@
santaMariasUn.coM

License #01948795

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS || DOWN
JUMBO
HOME
FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL
PAYMENT
LOANS
|
EXCEPTIONAL
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS || DOWN
JUMBO
HOME
FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL
PAYMENT
AND
LOANS
|FHA
EXCEPTIONAL
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
FHAMORE!
| VA
| |CONVENTIONAL
DOWN
PAYMENT
VAPROGRAMS
| CONVENTIONAL
PAYMENT
ASSISTANCE
||| DOWN
JUMBO
HOME
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
JUMBO
HOME
PROGRAMS || JUMBO
HOME
AND
MORE!
LOANS
|ASSISTANCE
EXCEPTIONAL
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
| EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER
CUSTOMER SERVICE
LOANS LOANS
| EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE
AND MORE!
AND MORE!
FHA |MORE!
VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT
AND
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME
Patrick Chandler
LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE
Sales Manager CUSTOMER
| NMLS ID 632885
AND MORE! Office
805.361.7202
Mobile 805.588.2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/pchandler

Kate Ferguson
Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 328481

Office
805.361.7203
Mobile 805.331.6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/kferguson

Bonnie Mogan
Sr. Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 633247

Office
805.361.7204
Mobile 805.234.6561
bmogan@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/bmogan

Maura Estrada
Sr. Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 633243

Office
805.361.7295
Mobile 805.310.3157
Se Habla Español
MEstrada@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/mestrada

DD Smart (Reduced Calories) Foods and Beverages with the DDSMART logo
®
are: Reduced in calories, fat, saturated fat, sugar or sodium by at least 25%
compared to a base product.
www.santamariasun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • Sun • 101

-2pm

use

Ho
pen

0am
/4 1

8

O

5124 Snowy Plover, Guadalupe
Pride of ownership!!! Mr. and Mrs. Clean lived here. This stunning 3 bd, 2 full ba home is warm
and inviting. Walk into an open floor plan w/vaulted ceilings & laminate flooring. This is a split
floor w/master on one side of kitchen and 2 bdrms on the other side. Great room w/top of the line
plantation shutters & gas F/P. Kitchen is carrion countertops, breakfast bar, stainless steel stove
& pantry. Master suite has relaxing soaking tub and separate shower, & features double sinks,
w/slider to backyard. Indoor laundry & great cabinet space for storage. Yards have beautiful
landscaping and have been well maintained. There’s even an area on the side yard that could
potentially be used for a garden! This home is a must see!! (SN512) $372,990

FOR SALE

HIRING
EVENT

D

CE
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RE

e
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Desirable Lake Marie
This home offers 4bd/4ba. Perfect for a large or growing family! Separate living room and
family room that both have fireplaces. Family room is perfect for entertaining, featuring a bar.
Laminate flooring throughout. Huge backyard is perfect for 4H animals, chickens, gardening,
or whatever your heart desires. (GL230) $604,990

Beautiful Turnkey Home
In desirable Orcutt Area. 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with gorgeous laminate flooring in
most of the home. Huge backyard as well as RV parking with full concrete area for your boat
or RV. Indoor laundry and tons of storage in the fully finished garage. Make an appointment
to see this beautiful home today! (CO120) $449,000

Rare Tepusquet Canyon
Property with 3 homes! Possibilities galore! Three adorable homes on 60 oak-studded acres
with beautiful, serene surroundings. Could be the perfect setup for a family compound or live in
one and rent out the other two. All units were built by owner and have been lovingly and very well
maintained. Two 2 bedroom/1 bathroom units and one 3 bedroom/2 bathroom unit. All have
indoor laundry, living room, dining area and individual storage sheds to match each house. A
must see! Make an appointment to view this unique property today! (TE302) $899,990

ive

us
Excl

365 Mads Place,
Nipomo

Quiet cul-de-sac, built
in 2016, beautiful with
2 master bedrooms
(1 downstairs and 1
upstairs) appx 2288
Square Feet, kitchen
with a 10’ Granite island,
stainless steel appliances,
Shaker cabinets with
cushion close drawers,
laundry with lots of
space, call for a private
showing. Do not disturb
occupants. $564,900
Greco Realty Inc.

805-922-0599
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria
Lic. #00892126

Thursday, August 9th
@ 9:30am – 1:30pm
Workforce Resource Center
1410 South Broadway,
Santa Maria, CA

HS Diploma / GED Preferred
Entry Level Jobs Available
Paid vacation, annual bonuses,
medical/dental/vision, & more

Apply to Job #13687
@CorningJobs.Corning.Com

Help Wanted
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(PT)

San Luis Obispo Master Chorale, a musical organization
which performs large works for
chorus and orchestra, is soliciting applications for a part time
position as Executive Director.
Requirements are, in part: ex-

perience with nonprofit board
or work and donor relations;
excellent communication skills;
media relations; event co-ordination; office administration and
computer/software proficiency.
This is a new position which will
grow through time. Schedule
varies depending on concert
schedule and other activities.
See slomasterchorale.org for a
complete job description and
details.

Sun Route
Driver Needed
Santa Maria/Nipomo route

Great pay for
just a few hours
one day a week!

Highly Desirable
Condo without a neighbor directly above. 3 bedroom, 2 bath in Oak Creek Villas. Patio area,
and is located close to the pool. (MC310) $281,000

Manufacturing
Operators

& REAL ESTATE
Rosemarie Holguin-Bachman

Valid driver’s license, insurance,
and a large vehicle are necessary.

NMLS#288476 · NMLS#340448

VETERANS
“Now is the time to buy your own home or
refinance your existing home.”

4869 S. Bradley Ste. 102, Orcutt • (805) 922-0660

• NO DOWN PAYMENT
• NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE
• NO PREPAYMENT PENALTIES
• INTEREST RATES ARE LOW
• LOAN COSTS ARE LOWER
• EASIER FOR 1ST TIME BUYER

See all our listings at www.WhyUSAProperties.net

1107 S. Broadway, Santa Maria

(805) 922-7884
lic. #01208988
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For more information
or to apply, please
contact our
Distribution Manager,
Jim Parsons, at
(805) 878-8126.

2540 Skyway Dr., Suite A
Santa Maria
SantaMariaSun.com

Spa Massa
n
e
d
l
ge
2018
Go
GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

Strength In Numbers

BARAJAS
CONSTRUCTION INC.

40 years experience, available
24/7. New and old, commercial
and residential. Roofing, termite,
painting and kitchen. Call 805331-5566

HANDY PERSON
ELECTRONICS

Winegard GM-1518 Carryout Automatic Portable Satellite TV Antenna. Like new $300.00 (805)
934-2611

HANDYMAN
GETERDUN

Any home project! dale@GetErDunhandyman.com or 805-3109950.

WANTED TO BUY

VEHICLES WANTED

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED

• CA$H ON THE SPOT

• All cars, trucks, SUVs
• We come to you!

Home
& Garden
santamariasun.com

with local licensed physician
David G. Balter, MD (30 years experience)

Quality Flowers * FREE Delivery
Veterans Discount * 4 Gram 1/8s
BEST Edibles * Variety of Concentrates
*SPECIAL: Sun–Tues, Buy 2 Get 1 FREE*

GO GREEN

CARE
Chronic Deli
*$50 Delivery Min.
Call for Details.

877-420-FORU

NEW

AUTO DETAILING
Oxidized headlights are unsafe
due to poor visibility!

(702) 210-7725
SELL YOUR RV!

805-481-1181

Professional Bookkeeeping
Services
CLA Business Solutions
is here for all your
bookkeeping needs.
Now accepting new
clients
805-406-4706

Free up your space
by advertising in
a FREE space.
PRivatE PaRtiEs:
list your For sale
items for FREE in our
Classifieds section.
Send up to 30 words + 1
image to classifieds@
santamariasun.com,
subject line: FREE
CLASSY. Your ad will
appear in print and
online, hassle free!

santaMariasun.com

Includes 3 laminated recommendations
2 letter size 1 wallet size

agpotdoc.com

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs
• We come to you!

M–F 10am-2pm and 3-5pm
Walk-Ins Welcome

405 East Branch St, Ste. 100
Arroyo Grande
(in the Village/easy parking)

*Bring in this coupon and receive discounts

75

$

7-stage
mobile
headlight
restoration
that comes
to you.

(805) 478-3299

New: $85 · Renewal: $70
(Price of Renewal is the same no matter how long expired,
no matter if another doctor originally recommended)

65

$

Felix's Automotive Detailing

BOOKKEEPING

MEDICAL
MARIJUANA
EVALUATIONS

GOODIE BAG!*

Central Coast Medical
Recommendations
$ CALL DANNY $

For Strong Results

FOR ALL DELIVERIES

now renew by phone:
Call today!

Marketplace

JT’S HAULING

KEEP YOUR MEDICAL CARD

NEW Returning patients can

Old West, Indian and Civil War
items, stone Indian bowls.
Private collector. All laws followed. 805-610-0903

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up,
Moving and Recycling. Call Jon
805-440-4207

800 Broadway Ste. B1
Santa Maria

(805) 922-2133

CASH FOR ANTIQUE
GUNS!

HAULING & CLEAN-UP

5 OFF

$

SPECIAL!

FREE

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

FOR NEW
PATIENTS
FOR RENEWAL
FOR 1 YEAR!

DON’T BE FOOLED WITH 6
MONTH RENEWAL PRICES
Offer expires 8/31/18

PREMIUM CANNABIS
CLONES AND PLANTS
OF ALL SIZES

ACUPRESSURE

$39 One Hour Massage

Get the motor
runnin’ on
that sale
with a FREE
classified ad!
No spam or scams here!
Private parties: list your
Auto/Boat Sales for FREE
in our Classifieds section.

Chinese Acupressure
Foot & Body Massage

Ocean Acupressure
805-322-8223

Send up to 30 words + 1 image to
classifieds@santamariasun.com,
subject line: FREE AUTO/BOAT.

727 E. Main St • Santa Maria

Open daily 9am – 10pm

Your ad will appear in print
and online, hassle free.

$5 Off with this ad!
SPIRITUAL

STOP
IDLING

MASSAGE THERAPY

ASK SABRINA

@ AskSabrina.com 805-4414707 30 years of old world
Tarot reading. Personable
private locations & parties.
By appointment only.

***NOTICE***

ALL ADS IN THIS CATEGORY ARE FOR THERAPEUTIC
NON-SEXUAL
MASSAGE
ONLY!

Grand Opening
Yu Day Spa
Massage
(626) 425-8789

1121 S. Broadway, Santa Maria

805-439-4106

SANLUISOBISPOCLONING.COM

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Contact Jeff Simko! 805-347-1968
jsimko@santamariasun.com

Free up your space
by advertising in a
FREE space.

SantaMariaSun.com

www.santamariasun • August 2 - August 9, 2018 • Sun • 103

Locally owned
and operated
for 39 years

The best natural
Mozambique Garnet,
ruby-red fancy cushion
cut in 14K gold with
diamonds

SAKE

194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900
225 E. Main St., Santa Maria

805-928-4108

www.fischersjewelry.com

SUSHI 805

A L L Y O U C A N E AT S U S H I & B B Q

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach
(805)489-3839

SUSHI

#1

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

NEW
LUNCH
SPECIALS
AT 805 &
SAKE #2

Sake

Sushi#2

KOREAN BBQ & SUSHI

1325 N. “H” St. #C,
Lompoc
(805)736-8899

1 HR. MASSAGE
Just $35! (Reg. $46)

EPIC MASSAGE

• Handmade Candles
• Bathbombs
• Soaps & More...
125 Union Ave #101, Orcutt · 805-314-2662

327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

Summer Bouquets
of Love
Rising Sun

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY

FREE

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

(Includes Diagnostic X-Ray(s))

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242

805.938.1965 | backporchflowers.net

risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

SECOND OPINION

VALUED
AT $319

Expires
8/31/18

426 E. Barcellus Suites #101 & 102

Santa Maria (805) 925-8767

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30
Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com
Mention this ad for
a Military discount

CARRIES THE LATEST,
STYLISH, DURABLE
AND FASHIONABLE
EYEWEAR
FOR ALL...

1140 E. Clark Ave. #160 · 934-4801
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm · Sat 10am-2pm

www.orcuttlensmasters.com
Shop Local reserve your space today

805.347.1968 www.santamariasun.com

