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					Support	Growing	Grounds	
					and	Other	Rotary	Causes!	

50%	of	net	profits	from	the	Rotary	
Santa	Maria	South	Run/Walk	will	
benefit			Transition	Mental	
Health’s	Growing	Grounds				

					which	combines	horticultural	therapy	&			
							vocational	training	to	give	those	with	mental				
							both	employment	&	a	supportive	setting	for	
							personal	growth.	Remaining	50%	of	net	
							proceeds	go	to	Club’s	community	and	
							international	projects.					
		

																													  	

	

	

	

	
	

	

Saturday,	April	27,	2019	
Waller	Park,	Lakeside	Terrace	

	
https://www.active.com/orcutt-ca/running/distance-running-races/run-walk-for-mental-health-2019	
	
Register	at	link	above	or	make	check	out	to	Rotary	Santa	Maria	South	&	send	name,	email,	birthdate	for	

each	participant	to:	Rotary	Run/Walk,	PO	Box	
911,	Santa	Maria,	CA	93456	
Questions?	Contact	Chairman	Lisa	Long	
(llongrotary@gmail.com)		

Want	to	sponsor?	Contact	Georgia	Shore		
(gshore0440@gmail.com)		

Free	T-Shirt	▪	Kids	under	6	walk	free!	
Bagel	&	Banana	each	participant	
Walkers	with	dogs	welcome!	

Door	prizes	and	raffles	▪	Live	remote!	
Food	truck	on	site	▪	Beer	for	purchase	
	

Supports	a	variety	of	
international	and	
community	causes,	as	
well	as	providing	college	
and	Rotary	leadership	
camp	scholarships	to	
worthy	students.		
50%	of	profits	from	
the	Rotary	Santa	
Maria	Run/Walk	will	

10K	-	$35	▪	Teams	(of	4):	$130	▪	Check-In	9:00	a.m.	▪	10:00	a.m.	start	

5K	-	$25					▪Teams	(of	4):		$90	▪	Check-In	10:00	a.m.	▪	10:15	a.m.	start	
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2540 Skyway Drive
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N E W T I M E S M E D I A G R O U P

The Sun in Northern Santa Barbara County is looking for its next 
staff writer, but we’re not looking for just any article-pushing, 
source-wrangling, story-chasing someone. 
Are you sick of editing or regurgitating press releases day after day? Or maybe it’s those damn list things—
you know the ones: “Top 10 hottest places to eat your lunch on a rainy day.” Or maybe it’s just not being able 
to put the time and reporting into a story that deserves it: the weeks and repeated phone calls that give a 
story what it needs to ripen into the hard-charging, data-filled narrative it’s dying to be; the time that turns 
a “meh” story into one that blows a hole in the status quo.

Can you see the big picture of what a story means to a community? Is that what drives you? Do you know 
what it takes to—yes, we know, it’s cliché—make a difference in the lives of the people you cover? Does 
that sort of thing matter to you?

If so, then you’re exactly who we’re looking for: a staff writer who isn’t afraid to take on the tedious, the 
tenuous, or the talented. That certain someone who can wrestle a story to the ground and fill it with the 
things that matter to the communities we cover at the Sun and New Times. Oil, agricultural, water, and 
environmental advocacy aren’t the only things that drive this place—although those are pretty juicy beats. 
There’s more, and we want to hire someone who can drive his or herself to unearth those stories and tell 
them in a meaningful way.

Let us know if you’ve got what it takes.  We dare you. Send a résumé, cover letter,  
and story samples to Cindy Rucker at crucker@newtimesslo.com.

New Times Media Group is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.

L
atinos with legal status and those who are 

undocumented both feel the effects of the broader 

discussion surrounding immigration in the United 

States. As the conversation’s intensity has grown 

with the Trump administration’s push for more stringent 

immigration policies, the pressure on immigrant communities 

has grown. Families live in fear of being ripped apart by 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, while others have 

already been separated from loved ones who are barred from 

returning to the United States for 10 years. For this week’s cover 

story, Staff Writer Karen Garcia from the Sun’s sister paper 

talks to the family members who’ve been left behind and the advocates trying to help newcomers 

navigate the immigration system [10].

 Also this week, Lompoc discusses the budget problems that keep coming back around [7], learn 

how to paint botanically illustrated delights at the Wildling Museum [29], a Central Coast author 

pens a murder mystery with nods to William Randolph Hearst and his castle [30], and get a taste 

of the obsessive inspiration to bake, brought to you by The Great British Baking Show [34]. 

Camillia Lanham,

editor
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SEPARATED: Local families deal with 
the loss of a loved one who’s been 
deported and barred from re-entering 
the United States for at least 10 years. 
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FULL SERVICE 
DENTAL OFFICE

•Dentures

• Tooth Replacement

• Restorative Dentistry

• Dental Implants

• Bonding & Tooth-
Colored Fillings

• Root Canals

• Bridges & Crowns

We Care For You Nos Preocupamos Por Usted

802 E Main Street, Santa Maria | 805.928.3333 | adcsm.com
Mon-Tues: 10am - 7pm| Wed-Thurs: 9am - 6pm | Fri: 8am - 5pm

Member of:

Advanced Dental Care

Accepting Most 
Insurances and 
Yes, of course 
Afl ac    too!

805.928.3333

DON’T LIVE WITH TOOTH PAIN.
WE CAN HELP.

¡Hablamos 
Español!
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CAUSE collects data  
from ‘hard to reach residents’
 Housing and access to higher education are the 
key issues addressed in a recently released report, 
the product of nearly a year of surveys and town 
halls to gather input from what CAUSE calls 
“hard to reach residents.” 
 Leaders from CAUSE (Central Coast Alliance 
United for a Sustainable Economy) called a 
press conference outside Santa Maria City 
Hall on April 18 to release the report, which 
includes data collected in Santa Maria’s most 
“underrepresented” communities. 
 CAUSE organizer Abraham Melendrez 
said it’s not always easy for working-class and 
immigrant families, who often face extensive 
work hours and language barriers, to give public 
input on the city’s current projects. 
 The goal is to make those voices heard, he said. 
 Through the surveys and a town hall, 
residents were asked to vote for specific 
issues they felt should be prioritized within 
four categories: housing, transportation, 
environment, and economic development. 
 Of the roughly 200 surveyed, 36 percent 
said the city should address rising rents before 
fixing older housing or making it easier to buy a 
home. Nearly 40 percent said they’d like to see 
more public buses and additional routes before 
traffic reduction efforts are made or sidewalks 
are improved. And 38 percent said they’d like to 
see pesticide use and pollution reduced before 
increasing access to healthy foods and parks. 
 Of the 100 who attended CAUSE’s town hall 
meeting, 69 percent said they’d like the city to 
focus first on attracting four-year university 
opportunities, 51 percent said they’d like to 
strengthen renter protections, and 43 percent 
prioritized reducing air and water pollution. 
 Only 16 percent of town hall attendees chose 
downtown revitalization as one of their top 
four priorities; 8 percent of those surveyed 
chose downtown revitalization as an economic 
priority, while improving education and job 
training opportunities garnered 33 percent of 
the votes in that category. 
 The report did suggest that the city use large, 
unused parking lots to create a pedestrian plaza 
modeled after Olvera Street in Los Angeles. 
CAUSE also argues for an inclusionary housing 
ordinance—requiring that 15 percent of 
new developments be affordable for low- and 
moderate-income families. And its report 
suggested that Santa Maria Area Transit add more 
east to west routes or redraw the routes entirely.  
 While the city does work with CAUSE 
consistently on various issues, Public 
Information Manager Mark van de Kamp said 
he and other city staffers received the report at 
the press conference and hadn’t yet evaluated its 
contents. 
 “The city appreciates this input,” he told the Sun. 

—Kasey Bubnash

Bomb threat during county 
meeting under investigation
 A planned one-hour break during a county 
Board of Supervisors’ budget workshop 
meeting in Santa Barbara was extended by 
more than an hour after an individual called 
in a bomb threat on the building where the 
meeting was taking place.  
 During the noon break of the April 17 
meeting, Santa Barbara Police officers notified 
the Sheriff ’s Office of the threat, and the 
building was evacuated.
 “We received a report through the Santa 
Barbara Police Department of a call that 
identified this building and several people 

in a threat,” Santa Barbara County Sheriff 
Bill Brown told supervisors after the meeting 
resumed. “We obviously wanted to take that 
threat seriously. We wanted to make sure the 
building was safe for all of you.”
 In addition to ordering county employees 
to evacuate the building—located at 105 E. 
Anapamu St., Santa Barbara—surrounding 
streets were blocked off, according to the 
Sheriff ’s Office.
 After the evacuation, officials found a package 
on the first floor of the building during a search 
for suspicious items. The Sheriff ’s Office’s bomb 
squad inspected the package and determined it 
wasn’t a threat. 
 “We called in our explosive-sniffing dog,” 
Brown told supervisors. “We were fortunate 
that dog was in training today in Ventura 
and happened to be with two other certified 
bomb dogs.”
 Along with the Sheriff ’s Office K-9 bomb 
detection team, units from the Cal Poly and Cal 
State San Bernardino police departments were 
brought in. According to the Sheriff ’s Office, 
no items were found during the search, and the 
evacuation was lifted. The Santa Barbara Police 
Department is continuing to investigate 
who called 911 to make the bomb threat, 
according to the Sheriff ’s Office. 
 The April 17 meeting was one of three 
meetings the Santa Barbara County Board 
of Supervisors held between April 15 and 
19 to work on the budget for fiscal year 
2019-20. After the evacuation was lifted, 
the April 17 meeting resumed at 2:30 p.m. 
Because of the delay, some agenda items 
were moved to the April 19 meeting agenda. 

—Zac Ezzone

City approves road projects 
funding for next five years
 Santa Maria is ready to spend about $26 
million from a countywide sales tax measure 
on road maintenance and improvement 
projects over the next five years.
 At its April 16 meeting, the Santa 
Maria City Council approved a plan to 
spend this revenue generated through 
Measure A between fiscal years 2019-20 
and 2023-24. Measure A is a half-percent 
sales tax increase approved by Santa 
Barbara County voters in 2008. Seventy-
nine percent of voters in Santa Maria 
approved the measure. 

 The city is expected to receive almost half of 
the $58.6 million dedicated to northern Santa 
Barbara County between fiscal years 2019-20 
and 2023-24. According to a staff report, the 
city is projected to receive $26 million, with 
Buellton, Guadalupe, Lompoc, Solvang, and 
unincorporated areas of North County receiving 
the rest. 
 Over the next five years, the city is projected 
to receive about $5 million annually, making 
Measure A funding the city’s largest revenue 
stream for road operations and infrastructure.
 In the future, the city will have to supplement 
this funding because Measure A was approved 
as a 30-year program and is set to expire in 2040, 
said Kevin McCune, director of Santa Maria’s 
Public Works Department.
 “We’re about a third of the way through 
that,” McCune said. “This is very important to 
the city to maintain a street network, and as we 
approach that 2040 date, we’re going to have to 
start strategizing on what to do next.”
 Rodger Olds, Santa Maria’s principal civil 

• On April 16, Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson 
(D-Santa Barbara) unveiled Senate Bill 468, which 
would require the evaluation of certain California tax 
credits and exemptions for their effectiveness as well 
as economic, social, or another benefits to the state. 
A press release from Jackson’s office stated that many 
of California’s nearly 80 tax expenditures have sat 
on the books for decades without scrutiny or data to 
demonstrate that they are achieving their public policy 
goals. SB 468 would apply to nine corporate and other 
tax incentives that cost more than $1 billion a year 
and direct the Legislative Analyst’s Office to analyze 
each tax incentive for its effectiveness and propose a 
three-year sunset on the expenditures. “For too long, 
California has routinely granted generous tax credits 
and exemptions, which divert billions of dollars away 
from the general fund without asking whether they 
deliver economic or social benefits to our state. These 
are dollars that could be spent in our classrooms, 
addressing the housing crisis, or combatting wildfires 
and climate change. By providing transparency and 
accountability to our state tax incentives, Californians 
can be sure their taxpayer dollars are being spent 
prudently, fairly, and wisely,” Jackson said in the press 
release. “It’s time to bring some sunshine to the Golden 
State.” SB 468 is scheduled to go before the Senate 
Governance and Finance Committee on May 1. 

• On April 19, the day before the 20th anniversary 
of the Columbine High School shooting, U.S. Rep. 
Salud Carbajal (D-Santa Barbara) urged Congress 
to take action on HR 1236. The Extreme Risk Protection 
Order Act, a bipartisan bill introduced in February, 
encourages states to allow family members or law 
enforcement officials to petition a judge to temporarily 
remove firearms from an individual in crisis. “No 
student should feel unsafe in their classroom, and no 
parent should send their child to school in the morning 
wondering if they will return home safely,” Carbajal 
said in a press release. “This solemn anniversary 
underscores the need for states to pass extreme-risk 
laws that give law enforcement officers the tools they 
need to temporarily disarm those who threaten to kill 
themselves or others. Congress must take action to 
encourage more states to follow California’s lead in 
implementing extreme-risk laws—these laws maintain 
due process and can save lives.” On April 12, Colorado 
became the latest of 15 states to enact an extreme risk 
law that would allow guns to be temporarily seized from 
people deemed to be a danger to themselves or others. 
The laws have been proposed in 23 additional state 
legislatures, according to the press release. 

• Santa Barbara County Public Works Director 
Scott McGolpin was installed as president-elect of 
the National Association of County Engineers at the 
organization’s recent annual meeting and technical 
conference. The nonprofit, non-partisan professional 
association is in its 62nd year and represents more than 
2,400 county road officials and related professionals in 
the U.S. and Canada. Local roads account for about 
75 percent of highways and roads in the U.S., or 2.93 
million miles, according to a press release from the 
organization. Counties manage 1.74 million miles of 
those roads, own 231,000 bridges, and operate a third 
of the nation’s transit systems. “County infrastructure 
is the backbone for a successful American economy. 
From getting goods to market to ensuring a safe 
and efficient ride to and from work for our residents, 
county-owned transportation infrastructure will lead 
the way toward economic prosperity for decades to 
come,” McGolpin said in the release. McGolpin’s term 
as president will run through April 2020. ❍

Political Watch
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COMMUNITY INPUT: CAUSE organizer Abraham Melendrez discusses a report the organization released at a press conference on 
April 18. 
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WeekendWeather

Microclimate Weather Forecast
Dave Hovde

KSBY Chief Meteorologist

A ridge in the week will collapse 
bringing in a cooling trend with more night 

and morning marine layer.
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Duck are just $5 each! 
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We’re only ‘adopting’ 10,000 ducks, so 
gets yours quick! Proceeds to go CASA 
of Santa Barbara County

Watch the ducks race down a slip and 
slide on May 19th at 
CMT Ranch in Orcutt, tickets at 
sbcasa.org/casaduckyderby

Adopt a Duck,
Win a Truck*!

SPONSORED BY:

N E W S

engineer, said Measure A funds are used by the 
city’s Public Works Department to maintain 
roadways and traffic signals, among other 
items. Additionally, 15 percent of what the 
city receives from Measure A must be used for 
alternative transportation, such as pedestrian 
improvements and bikeways. 
 Over the next five years the city plans on 
spending $8.1 million on asphalt maintenance 
and improvements; $5.3 million on pavement 
delineation and maintenance; and $3.2 
million on street lighting maintenance and 
improvements, according to a staff report.
 During his presentation at the meeting, 
McCune said Santa Maria’s street network has 
an average rating that’s on the border between 
“fair” and “good.” He said although this rating 
meets the industry standard, the city’s street 
conditions are declining. 
 “It’s important to understand the trend is 
downward over time,” McCune said. “Meaning 
we’re not spending as much as we should to 
keep that condition stable.” 

—Zac Ezzone

Guadalupe residents share 
ideas for improvements 
 A group of a dozen or so Guadalupe residents 
trailed slowly behind Josh Meyer and Michael 
Moule as they walked down Guadalupe 
Street on April 22. Moule, a traffic engineer, 
seemed to study every aspect of the street as 
he walked, peering over sidewalk curbs into 
gutters, pushing on street sign posts to check 

for strength, and pointing out pedestrians 
dashing across the busy road despite the lack of 
crosswalk markings. 
 He and Meyer, the director of community 
planning programs for the Local Government 
Commission, will be doing this kind of 
observational work in Guadalupe for the next 
several months as part of a downtown mobility and 
revitalization effort. Community members will 
play a key role in the project, which is being funded 
by a Caltrans sustainable transportation grant and 
must be completed by the end of this year. 
 On April 22, a team of consultants and planners 
held a workshop at the American Legion Hall to 
gather community input. Another will be held 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on April 25 in the same place. 
 The initial workshop included a tour of some 
of the project’s focus area, including much 
of Guadalupe and West Main streets, during 
which planners like Moule and Meyer pointed 
out areas they felt could be improved, and 
community members gave immediate feedback. 
 Moule and Meyer said said the project’s goal is to 
capitalize on existing assets and improve residents’ 
ability to walk, bike, and shop around town. 
 At the workshop, community members 
also focused on a separate but simultaneous 
project. With California Coastal Conservancy 
funding, another team of planners is working to 
discover the feasibility of a multi-use trail from 
Guadalupe to the coast, focusing on the space 
between Guadalupe, Mussel Point, the Rancho 
Guadalupe Dunes Preserve, and Oso Flaco Lake. 
 That feasibility study will continue for the 
next four months, and another workshop will 
be held in July. ❍

—Kasey Bubnash
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Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark & Chris have a combined 150+ years 
of experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt

Family Owned and Operated Since the Early ’80s!

ORCUTT

937-5340
100 E. Clark Ave.
Orcutt, CA 93455

Plus $8.25 Certifi cate + $1.50 Transfer fee. ’99 & Older $15 extra, Vans & Motor Homes $20 extra. 
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. Expires 5/31/19

$1000 OFF
SMOG CHECK

Pass or Don’t Pay!
Drive Ups Welcome!

$3400
Regular Price $44.00

Call for appointment:
937-5340

OIL CHANGES
as low as $39.00

-  ask  f or  detai l s  -

BY ZAC EZZONE 

W hile staring down an estimated $3.6 
million deficit for its 2019-21 fiscal 
years, the city of Lompoc is revisiting a 

conversation similar to one that City Council 
and city staff had two years ago. 
 When Lompoc began drafting its budget 
for the 2017-19 fiscal years, then City Manager 
Patrick Wiemiller, who left his position in 
January 2018, presented City Council with a 
budget that included three tax measures to 
generate additional revenue. The City Council 
at the time—which included most of the 
current members—rejected those increases and 
instead found various places to trim the budget 
to balance the city’s revenues and expenditures. 
 At the time, Mayor Bob Lingl, who didn’t 
run for re-election in 2018, said these measures 
would only temporarily balance the budget, 
and that the city would need to address the 
root of its issues during the next budget cycle. 
Primarily, these issues include a lack of revenue 
and the cost of city workers’ pensions.

 “We’re going to get these things addressed for 
this year, next year, and we’re going to be right back 
in the same spot as we are [in] two years in the next 
budget,” Lingl said during a Sept. 9, 2017, meeting.
 Almost two years later, during a 2019-21 
budget workshop meeting on April 17, Lompoc 
City Manager Jim Throop—who assumed his 
role nine months ago—presented Lompoc 
City Council with a budget that includes an 8.7 
percent reduction in funding across each city 
department to reach a balanced budget where 
city expenditures don’t exceed its revenue. 
The reductions presented included layoffs for 
numerous firefighters and police officers among 
other city staff and services.
 Lompoc Police Chief Joe Mariani, who took over 
as head of the department in late February, said an 
8.7 percent cut from his department’s budget would 
mean the loss of six police officers from the existing 
44 positions. Meanwhile, Lompoc Fire Chief Gerald 
Kuras said the same reduction from his department 
would result in the termination of three firefighters 
and cuts to numerous operations, such as public 
education programs.
 Council members pushed back on instituting 
an 8.7 percent cut across all city departments, as 
well as the idea of reducing the budget and staff 
of the public safety departments. 
 “All we saw [in the budget presentation] were 
cuts in police, cuts in fire, cuts in library, and 
that’s not what the council is saying … we want,” 
City Councilmember Gilda Cordova said. “So 
what I think the council is asking is, ‘Show us 
also what are the other ways that we can make 
some cuts. What are the responsible ways?’”
 An alternative to these drastic cuts, Throop 
said, would be to hold an election for a 1 percent 
sales tax increase to generate additional revenue 
if voters approve the measure. The existing sales 

tax rate in Lompoc is 7.75 percent; however, the 
city only receives 1 percent of this rate, with the 
majority going to the state and a portion going 
to Santa Barbara County.
 The city of Santa Maria held a similar election 
in November 2018 to address some of its 
budgetary shortfalls. Santa Maria voters approved 
a 1 percent increase to the city’s Measure U tax—
which first passed in 2012—with a 74 percent 
majority and raised the city’s rate to 8.75 percent. 
Funds generated through this tax are dedicated to 
public safety improvements. 
 According to a staff report from a Santa 
Maria City Council meeting on March 5, this 
sales tax increase is projected to generate $18 
million in revenue for the city’s 2019-20 fiscal 
year. The report proposes using the majority of 
this revenue to hire additional police officers 
and firefighters and upgrading equipment for 
both departments.
 A 1 percent sales tax 
increase in Lompoc would not 
generate as much revenue—
primarily because the city has 
less than half the population 
of Santa Maria. However, 
according to a presentation 
from Lompoc Management 
Services Director Dean Albro, 
the increase is projected 
to generate $4.9 million in 
revenue per year, while costing the average 
family in Lompoc about $123 annually.
 Following staff presentations, council provided 
feedback on the tax increase proposal. Most council 
members did not support building a budget based 
on a tax increase that may or may not happen.
 Additionally, City Councilmember Victor 
Vega said the sales tax increase would create an 

additional burden on lower-income families 
living in Lompoc. He also expressed concern 
regarding the cost of holding a sales tax 
election—which city staff estimates will cost 
$150,000—because the city wouldn’t recoup 
that money if the measure fails. 
 After a public comment period where 
many residents spoke in favor of the sales tax 
increase, City Councilmember Jim Mosby said 
he’s concerned that revenue generated from a 
possible tax increase could be spent poorly.
 “I think it needs to be understood that we have 
brought an increasing amount of new revenue to 
the general fund over the last several years, and 
that money is gone,” Mosby said. “And it wasn’t 
[our pension obligations] that ate it up—[that] 
was a part of it—but a lot of [it] was ate up on 
other things [such as] creating new departments, 
new divisions … and not being disciplined.”
 At the end of the meeting, Mayor Jenelle 

Osborne directed Throop and city staff to address 
the concerns raised by council and prepare a new 
budget to present at a future meeting, a proposal 
that does not include significant cuts to public 
safety or a sales tax increase. ❍

Staff Writer Zac Ezzone can be reached at 
zezzone@santamariasun.com.

Avoiding 
deficit
Lompoc city staff, 
council fail to compromise 
on a budget plan

N E W S @ S A N T A M A R I A S U N . C O MN E W S

‘What I think the council is asking 
is, “Show us also what are the other 
ways that we can make some cuts. 
What are the responsible ways?”’

—Gilda Cordova, Lompoc City Council member
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W hile staring down an estimated $3.6 
million deficit for its 2019-21 fiscal 
years, the city of Lompoc is revisiting a 

conversation similar to one that City Council 
and city staff had two years ago. 
 When Lompoc began drafting its budget 
for the 2017-19 fiscal years, then City Manager 
Patrick Wiemiller, who left his position in 
January 2018, presented City Council with a 
budget that included three tax measures to 
generate additional revenue. The City Council 
at the time—which included most of the 
current members—rejected those increases and 
instead found various places to trim the budget 
to balance the city’s revenues and expenditures. 
 At the time, Mayor Bob Lingl, who didn’t 
run for re-election in 2018, said these measures 
would only temporarily balance the budget, 
and that the city would need to address the 
root of its issues during the next budget cycle. 
Primarily, these issues include a lack of revenue 
and the cost of city workers’ pensions.

 “We’re going to get these things addressed for 
this year, next year, and we’re going to be right back 
in the same spot as we are [in] two years in the next 
budget,” Lingl said during a Sept. 9, 2017, meeting.
 Almost two years later, during a 2019-21 
budget workshop meeting on April 17, Lompoc 
City Manager Jim Throop—who assumed his 
role nine months ago—presented Lompoc 
City Council with a budget that includes an 8.7 
percent reduction in funding across each city 
department to reach a balanced budget where 
city expenditures don’t exceed its revenue. 
The reductions presented included layoffs for 
numerous firefighters and police officers among 
other city staff and services.
 Lompoc Police Chief Joe Mariani, who took over 
as head of the department in late February, said an 
8.7 percent cut from his department’s budget would 
mean the loss of six police officers from the existing 
44 positions. Meanwhile, Lompoc Fire Chief Gerald 
Kuras said the same reduction from his department 
would result in the termination of three firefighters 
and cuts to numerous operations, such as public 
education programs.
 Council members pushed back on instituting 
an 8.7 percent cut across all city departments, as 
well as the idea of reducing the budget and staff 
of the public safety departments. 
 “All we saw [in the budget presentation] were 
cuts in police, cuts in fire, cuts in library, and 
that’s not what the council is saying … we want,” 
City Councilmember Gilda Cordova said. “So 
what I think the council is asking is, ‘Show us 
also what are the other ways that we can make 
some cuts. What are the responsible ways?’”
 An alternative to these drastic cuts, Throop 
said, would be to hold an election for a 1 percent 
sales tax increase to generate additional revenue 
if voters approve the measure. The existing sales 

tax rate in Lompoc is 7.75 percent; however, the 
city only receives 1 percent of this rate, with the 
majority going to the state and a portion going 
to Santa Barbara County.
 The city of Santa Maria held a similar election 
in November 2018 to address some of its 
budgetary shortfalls. Santa Maria voters approved 
a 1 percent increase to the city’s Measure U tax—
which first passed in 2012—with a 74 percent 
majority and raised the city’s rate to 8.75 percent. 
Funds generated through this tax are dedicated to 
public safety improvements. 
 According to a staff report from a Santa 
Maria City Council meeting on March 5, this 
sales tax increase is projected to generate $18 
million in revenue for the city’s 2019-20 fiscal 
year. The report proposes using the majority of 
this revenue to hire additional police officers 
and firefighters and upgrading equipment for 
both departments.
 A 1 percent sales tax 
increase in Lompoc would not 
generate as much revenue—
primarily because the city has 
less than half the population 
of Santa Maria. However, 
according to a presentation 
from Lompoc Management 
Services Director Dean Albro, 
the increase is projected 
to generate $4.9 million in 
revenue per year, while costing the average 
family in Lompoc about $123 annually.
 Following staff presentations, council provided 
feedback on the tax increase proposal. Most council 
members did not support building a budget based 
on a tax increase that may or may not happen.
 Additionally, City Councilmember Victor 
Vega said the sales tax increase would create an 

additional burden on lower-income families 
living in Lompoc. He also expressed concern 
regarding the cost of holding a sales tax 
election—which city staff estimates will cost 
$150,000—because the city wouldn’t recoup 
that money if the measure fails. 
 After a public comment period where 
many residents spoke in favor of the sales tax 
increase, City Councilmember Jim Mosby said 
he’s concerned that revenue generated from a 
possible tax increase could be spent poorly.
 “I think it needs to be understood that we have 
brought an increasing amount of new revenue to 
the general fund over the last several years, and 
that money is gone,” Mosby said. “And it wasn’t 
[our pension obligations] that ate it up—[that] 
was a part of it—but a lot of [it] was ate up on 
other things [such as] creating new departments, 
new divisions … and not being disciplined.”
 At the end of the meeting, Mayor Jenelle 

Osborne directed Throop and city staff to address 
the concerns raised by council and prepare a new 
budget to present at a future meeting, a proposal 
that does not include significant cuts to public 
safety or a sales tax increase. ❍

Staff Writer Zac Ezzone can be reached at 
zezzone@santamariasun.com.
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‘What I think the council is asking 
is, “Show us also what are the other 
ways that we can make some cuts. 
What are the responsible ways?”’

—Gilda Cordova, Lompoc City Council member
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BY ZAC EZZONE

After operating a furniture store near Dallas 
for more than 15 years, Tuluh Rana and his 
family wanted to 

grow their company 
and open additional 
locations. Feeling the 
allure of the area’s 
weather and scenery, 
the family found a 
suitable site in the 
Central Coast. 
 Under a name 
different from their store in Texas, the family 
opened R&R Furniture and Mattress in Arroyo 
Grande in 2014. Two years later the family 
opened a store in Goleta, followed by a store 
in Santa Maria in 2017—which is owned and 
operated by Tuluh’s daughter, Sunder Rana. 
 “We fell in love with the Central Coast and 
wanted to grow more here,” Sunder said. 
 With an eye for design and a degree 
in marketing, Sunder said she enjoys the 
interior decorating responsibilities that 
come with operating a furniture store. This 
includes organizing furniture in the store 
and matching sofas with rugs, tables, lamps, 
or other accessories. And like most fields in 
the design industry, what’s in and out of style 
changes quickly. 
 “Honestly furniture is like fashion,” Sunder 
said. “It does change just like fashion changes. 
Colors and stuff like that, they kind of go hand 
in hand with what people are wearing.”
 Sunder said all of the stores her family owns 
are run by family members, with her brother 
running the store in Texas and her father 
running the store in Arroyo Grande. The store 

in Goleta closed last year, but the store 
in Santa Maria has expanded after 
moving to a larger location on April 13. 

 
Originally 
located at 2104 
S. Bradley Road, 
the store now 
occupies the 
space between 
Home Depot 
and Walmart—
which used to 
be a Staples—at 

2170 S. Bradley Road. Although it 
was a short move—from one side of 
the shopping plaza to the other—the 
relocation comes with significant 
benefits, Sunder said.
 Being situated between Home Depot 
and Walmart should lead to more 
customers entering the store who 
are walking around the shopping 
plaza, Sunder said. Also, the new 
space is larger and allows the store to 
have extra stock in a warehouse on-site. At the 
previous location, the warehouse was located 
off-site about 4 or 5 miles away, which presented 
some problems. 
 “If we sold something off the floor, there 
would be a hole for a couple of days until 
[warehouse employees] were able to bring stuff 
to the floor,” Sunder said. “Now we’re able to 
replenish [inventory] quicker.”
 R&R’s Santa Maria location functions as an 
outlet store to the location in Arroyo Grande. 
Items that aren’t selling well, or pieces that the 
Arroyo Grande store has too many of, are sent 

to the Santa Maria store and sold at a lower 
price. Sunder said this creates a broad spectrum 
of prices, which allows most people to find 
furniture that fits their needs and budget. 
 “We have various price points,” Sunder said. 
“Sofa prices go from $399 to $5,000. We have 
something for everybody.”

Highlight:
 The Commission for First 5 Santa Barbara 
County, Children and Families is accepting 
applications from county residents who are 
interested in serving on the commission as 

alternate community members. The commission 
is responsible for overseeing First 5, which connects 
parents with children younger than 5 years old to 
information and services that support the child’s 
development and school readiness. There are two 
positions available on the commission, which 
is made up of nine regular members and four 
alternates. The two residents who are chosen and 
appointed by the Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors would begin July 1. m

Staff Writer Zac Ezzone wrote this week’s Biz 
Spotlight. Information should be sent to the Sun via 
fax, mail, or email at spotlight@santamariasun.com.                                                      

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

Spotlight on: 
R&R Furniture Outlet
Sunder Rana, owner

N E W S

RELOCATING AND EXPANDING: Sunder Rana’s store, R&R Furniture Outlet, moved to a new, bigger location on in on South Bradley Road on April 13. 
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Two organizations that provide 
support for cancer patients—in 
one way or another—enjoyed 

astounding success at their annual 
fundraisers.
 I was dazzled by the sea of faces 
at the Teal Journey’s fourth annual 
fashion show and luncheon on 
Saturday afternoon, April 6, at the 
Radisson. My, how the Teal Journey 
has grown. About 250 people were 
there—perhaps twice the number at the first 
such event held at the Santa Maria Inn, and 
about 50 more than last year.
 While pink is the color we associate with 
breast cancer, teal is the color for ovarian cancer, 
the focus of the Teal Journey, which raises money 
for the Mission Hope Cancer Center. 
 Part of the fun of this event is, of course, 
seeing our friends sashay down the runway in 
a variety of outfits. We loved Judy Hearn, first 
on the catwalk, in her jeans, cowboy shirt, and 
cowboy hat. She got a cascade of catcalls and 
approving hoots and hollers.
 As her friend (and fellow model) Blanche 
Fugate said, “Judy is a great opener.”
 Model and oncology nurse Michelle 
Lamarche let it all hang out in an impromptu 
dance. Girl, you still got it. Big time. We would 
like to see more of you in this mode next year. 
 Model Diane Beebe is not shy about being 
dramatic. 
 Former Sun General Manager Georgia Shore 

and her daughter, Leigh Shore Collier, were 
in the fashion parade as were Bo Prescott, 
Mary Hernandez, and Jill Yakowenko.
 Part of the fun of the event is also 
showing up wearing something teal. There 
were teal dresses, teal scarves, and a teal 
shirt (worn by Jill Yakowenko’s husband).
 The event attracted Jan Bartleson, Diane 
Balay, Kitty Balay, Sandra Dickerson, 
Cindy Hoskins, and Terri Zuniga. Among 
the gents were Dennis Prescott, Joe 
Alligretta, and Ed Hernandez. 
 Afterward, Scheryn Pratt remarked 

to me, “This was such a wonderful event. It was 
so personal.” She was referring to the onstage 
recognition of ovarian cancer survivors and the 
palpable feeling of communal bonding in the room.
 Lunch was a grilled chicken breast over a bed 
of greens and flourless chocolate cake. There is 
nothing like complimentary sparkling wine (if it’s 
from the official region in France, it’s Champagne) 
to enhance enjoyment of the proceedings. We could 
toast each other (and we did) with wild abandon.
 So, no wine in hand, I offer a mock toast: 
“Here’s to you, Cristina Martins Sinco, Gary 
McKinsey, and Jay Connor for founding this 
dynamite organization and raising thousands 
for the Mission Hope Cancer Center.” 

Trilogy triumph
 For the past 18 years, Hats for Hope has been 
helping cancer patients on the Central Coast—
first by providing gift certificates for wigs and 
hats, and then by also giving $2,500 grants to 

patients with financial need. 
 Saturday evening, March 30, Hats for Hope 
held its annual benefit and auction at Trilogy in 
Nipomo. This was a new venue and a new time 
for the organization. In recent years, it has held 
the annual event as a brunch at the San Luis 
Obispo Country Club. 
 Jeannie Miranda, who played an important part 
in the beginning of this nonprofit, was on hand 
with jovial Jeff Johnson. Her son, Erik Smith, 
emceed. I had been to some of the memorable early 
fundraisers held at Rancho Miranda. 
 The sold-out crowd in the ballroom included 
supporters from San Luis Obispo and Arroyo 
Grande. Familiar faces from Santa Maria included 
Patrick and Jeri Ferrini and daughters Julie Epps 
and Joanie Sumner, Brooks Wise, Katherine 
Fischer, John and Karen Will (she is on the 
board), and Eileen Will.
 I shared a table with a woman who had 

experienced especially bad cancer with multiple 
complications. Tears came to her eyes as she 
recounted how much the grant had meant to her at 
the height of her illness. Also at the table was Santa 
Maria’s Vicki Ward, who owns the wig shop on 
Broadway, across from the library. She has been 
fitting cancer patients for wigs for quite some time.
 Trilogy is an upscale, lovely venue. It was a 
pleasure to enjoy the ambiance. Hats for Hope 
President Diane Martino was gratified by the 
response of the guests to the live and silent 
auctions. A progressive dinner in Orcutt’s Elk 
Horn Estates went for $7,000. Two tickets to a 
Lakers game in Los Angeles went for $600.
 The buffet dinner included pork, chicken, 
wonderful mashed potatoes, salad, and grilled 
vegetables. The bar provided complimentary wine. 
 Like the Teal Journey experience, this, too, 
had emotional overtones. m

If you want to hobnob with Helen, you may 
contact her at column151@gmail.com.

HOBNOBBING WITH HELENN E W S

Hobnobbing 
with Helen

PHOTOS BY HELEN ANN THOMAS

ON THE JOURNEY: Teal Journey volunteers strutted their 
stuff to raise money for Mission Hope Cancer Center. The 
event’s models, left to right, are Georgia Shore, Judy Hearn, Bo 
Prescott, Blanche Fugate, Leigh Shore Collier, and Diane Beebe.

SANTA MARIA LEGACY: Three generations of the Ferrini 
family made an impressive presence at the Hats for Hope 
annual benefit on March 30. Pictured, back row, left to right: 
Jeri Ferrini, Julie Ferrini Epps, Joanie Ferrini Sumner, and Sara 
Epps May; front row: Patrick Ferrini.

Cowboy style in the valley
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t’s been a little more than a year since 
Susan Valerio left her friends, a job as a 
medical assistant, and her boyfriend behind 
in San Diego to take over as the head of 
the household after her mother, Neofita 

Valerio-Silva, was deported in January 2018. 
 Her father, Carlos Bernal, was deported the 
year before Neofita. For more than a decade, 
Susan’s parents had continually notified the ICE 
office of their presence in the country, renewing 
temporary work permits over and over again. 
In both cases, Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement simply notified them one day that 
they didn’t have a lawful reason to stay in the 
country. 
 With both her parents gone, Susan, 24, 
stepped up to continue providing a home 
for her siblings—her now 18-year-old sister, 
Grecia Valerio, and 21-year-old brother, Johnny 
Valerio—in Grover Beach. 
 Susan told the Sun that it hasn’t been an easy 
transition for her, but she doesn’t have a lot of 
time to dwell on her emotions.
 “I can’t stop and just fall apart; I have to 
work. I knew that from the beginning, because 
when I was in San Diego and everything was 
happening, I was having all these emotions 
about my mom and my dad, but I couldn’t 
really feel that completely. I had to focus on 
what I needed to do,” Susan said. 
 Right now, she’s coping with her parents’ 
absence and dealing with the responsibilities left 
behind. She feels that there aren’t many people 
who understand what she’s going through.
 The immigration discussion became an even 
hotter topic when President Donald Trump 
took office in 2016 with a campaign promise 
of enforcing immigration laws to protect 
American communities and American jobs. 
In 2017, the Trump administration enacted 
a travel ban on people from seven Muslim-
majority countries. In 2018, nearly 2,000 
immigrant children were separated from their 
families due to not crossing at a legal port of 
entry. In 2019, the administration suggested 
a policy of busing illegal immigrants to 
sanctuary cities.
  Trump tweeted on April 13 that Democrats 
must change the immigration laws fast: “If not, 
sanctuary cities must immediately act to take 
care of the illegal immigrants—and this includes 
gang members, drug dealers, human traffickers, 
and criminals of all shapes, sizes, and kinds. 
Change the laws now,” the tweet stated.
 Locally, Latinos with legal status and those 
who are undocumented are feeling the effects of 
the broader discussion and the stigma of being 
seen as an immigrant. 
 Families such as the Valerios aren’t the 
only ones dealing with the consequences of 
having a deported family member. There are 
other families dealing with the trauma of 
being separated and assuming the roles that 
the deported have left behind. In order to 
support the families left behind, agencies and 
community groups are working to get them the 
right information and resources to get through. 

Picking up the pieces
 When Susan’s mother, Neofita, was detained 
and deported to Mexico, neither her husband 
nor her children got to see her during that 
process. Six months after Neofita was left 
in Tijuana, Mexico, she boarded a plane 
to Alcapulco, Mexico, with a ticket Susan 
purchased. Susan said her mom wanted them to 
visit her—but she was more desperate to figure 
out how she could get back to the United States, 
to her home in Grover Beach. 
 “It was kind of like I had this pressure from 
her that I had to figure it out and I had to get 
her back,” Susan said. “Not in a mean way—
it’s just that she really didn’t want to be there, 
which I understand it was really hard for her to 
not be here.”
 Susan hasn’t been entirely alone in this. Her 
siblings go to school and have part-time jobs. 
Grecia and Johnny help out from time to time 
with groceries, but they need the majority of 
their income to make their own ends meet.

 When Susan left San Diego, she resigned 
from her medical assistant position in order to 
move. Since then, she’s successfully secured a 
medical assistant position on the Central Coast. 
With that income, she’s tasked with taking care 
of the utility bills, the mortgage on her parents’ 
house, and any other necessities that she and 
her siblings might need.
 She doesn’t mind the work. Susan said going 
to work every day is her escape from thinking 
about her family’s situation because she’s able to 
focus on the patients and their needs.
 “I’ve always dealt with depression and 
anxiety, but I just feel like lately it’s gotten 
harder and harder to deal with. The stress 
from work I can handle, but the stress from my 
family and having to deal with all that, that’s 
through the roof sometimes,” she said.
 In October 2018, with financial help from 
family friends, Susan and her siblings went to 

Mexico to visit their parents. Neofita and Carlos 
are currently living in an apartment 30 minutes 
from the Juan N. Alvarez International Airport 
in Acapulco. Carlos is working to support himself 
and Neofita. Susan said her mom hasn’t found a 
job yet, because it’s difficult to find a job in Mexico 
and Neofita is still holding onto the idea that 
Susan will figure out a way to get her back.
 During their trip to Mexico, the family 
visited with each other, saw their extended 
family, and checked out the neighborhood. 
Susan said her mom looks the same, aside from 
a little weight loss. Her dad, on the other hand, 
looks like he’s aged and lost a lot of weight.
 “I feel like when he was [in Grover Beach] 
he got to work and then do things he liked, and 
now, he’s just working and surviving out there,” 
Susan said.
 In January 2018, Valerio filed an I-130 Petition 
for Alien Relative—a form that helps a relative 
immigrate to the United States. A couple of 
weeks after her trip to Mexico, she received an 
approval through the mail for her petition. It 
came with instructions on the next steps: File 
and submit an application and await another 
approval to bring her mother back. Susan said 
she reached out to the lawyers who’ve been on 
her parents’ case. That’s when she received the 
news that her mother had been barred from re-
entering the United States for 10 years.
 According to the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services website, a person could 
be barred for 10 years if you depart the United 
States after having accrued one year or more 
of unlawful presence during a single stay, 
regardless of whether you leave before, during, 
or after removal proceedings. The website states 
that “unlawful presence is the period of time 
when you are in the United States without being 
admitted or paroled or when you are not in a 
period of stay authorized by the secretary.” 
 Susan’s lawyer said even if her petition 
had been approved and she did the necessary 

paperwork, her mother would still be barred 
from re-entering until the 10 years were up. 
Neofita filed an appeal for her work visa in 
2006 with the Board of Immigration Appeals 
(BIA), and it was denied; she filed for a petition 
for a review of the BIA’s decision in 2008, and 
it was denied. A year later the BIA denied her 
motion to reopen her immigration case, and an 
immigration judge ordered her removal. 
 “My mom does know [that she’s barred], but 
it doesn’t feel like she has accepted it,” Susan 
said. “She has a lot of faith that something will 
change, and she will be able to come back soon, 
and we all try to hold onto that because we don’t 
want it to be true either.”

Under pressure 
 Susana Lopez’s office, like many professional 
offices, is white. Except for a corner bursting 
with the color of books and stuffed animals 
with a small table that’s large enough for a 
child. Lopez is a bilingual licensed clinical 
psychologist who specializes in trauma-
informed and healing-centered psychological 
intervention for individuals in at-risk 
communities. As the co-founder of Resilience 
Psychological Collaborative, she works with 
clients who deal with issues related to life 
transitions, including immigration and 
acculturation processes, pediatric medical 
conditions, and family disruptions.  
 She’s been practicing therapy since 2005.
 “It’s been different because the political 
climate has changed. We’ve always been in a 
climate that we’re not very accepting of people 
that are not the same as us or has had similar 
experiences as us,” Lopez said.
 With time, she said, the fear has gotten 
worse with new proposed legislation that has 
created more anxiety in communities. When 
she started working with individuals from the 
Latino community, the source of stress for 
many was adapting to a different community 
with different cultures and intergenerational 
differences between parents and their children.
 “As time has evolved and families have been 
separated, there is a fear of someone coming 
to your house, knocking on your door, and 
deporting you,” Lopez said.
 Because of this resulting and lasting fear, 
she sees clients who have adjustment disorders, 
anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. She said they are natural consequences 
of an abrupt family separation. 
 Even if families do experience separation 
and get reunited after a number of years, it still 
disrupts the family dynamics.
 Lopez said if a mother is taken away when a 
child is 8 years old and returns when the child 
is 11, the mother might treat the child like he or 
she is still 8.
 “The child thinks, ‘Wait a second, I’m a 
pre-teen. You can’t treat me like that,’ and 
then there’s a strain in the relationship. It’s not 
all, ‘Oh we’re finally together; it’s the happy 
ending,’” she said.
 Lopez has also worked with refugees who 
recently arrived in the United States seeking 
asylum. She said such cases are different 
because these individuals are often fleeing 
from violence and danger, so they have trauma 
from that experience. On top of that, those 
individuals also experience the trauma of not 
being accepted here, while navigating society, 
the education system, and legal system. 
 While every client has a unique story, Lopez 
said she sees a lot of overlap in the stress that 
families are experiencing. 
 Her clients, she said, tell her that the fear 
of being deported or not being accepted has 
changed the way that they see the world. They 
don’t feel wanted or supported. 
 “If you don’t feel safe in your own home, 
you’re not going to feel safe anywhere else. 
So you start questioning people, putting 
up more boundaries between yourself and 
others. You start losing trust in people, in the 
legal system, and in our country,” she said. 
“Especially if you see the news and you see 
people that are supporting things that are not 

Barred
Local families grapple with the effects  

of losing a family member to deportation
BY KAREN GARCIA

REUNITED: (from left to right, Grecia, Neofita, Carlos, and Susan) Ten months after Susan Valerio’s mother was deported, the 
community helped her and her siblings board a plane to visit their parents in Mexico, Susan said. 

ENJOYING THE MOMENT: Susan said there weren’t many 
family photos from their trip to Mexico because they were just 
trying to enjoy what little time they had together (from left to 
right, Johnny, Grecia, Carlos, and Susan).

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN VALERIO

PHOTO COURTESY OF SUSAN VALERIO
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in line with your own story.”
 When Lopez learned that she was undocumented, 
it changed the way she saw the world. 
 Born in Mexico, Lopez’s family brought her 
to the United States when she was just a year 
old. It wasn’t until she was in high school, ready 
to apply for colleges, that she found out she 
didn’t have the Social Security number or green 
card that she needed for her applications. She 
said it completely transformed the way she saw 
herself and everything else.
 “I remember feeling dehumanized, you 
know quote-un-quote ‘an alien,’ that I almost 
lost myself in the process, and then I had to 
remember, ‘No, I’m not an alien, I’m a human,’” 
Lopez said. 
 That barrier wasn’t going to stop Lopez from 
following her dream of studying psychology. 
She took a psychology class in high school and 
immediately became interested in how the brain 
works and family dynamics. After learning 
about her documentation status, she wanted to 
find out how psychology played a role in her life 
experience. 
 “For me, at that age, I also wanted to learn 
how do people overcome when things go wrong 
in life, when stressors like these are happening. 
How do people still go to work, how do people 
have families, or how do people achieve their 
dreams—I wanted answers to all that,” she said.
 Lopez is now a citizen of the United States 
and sometimes shares her experience with her 
clients. She does it to show them that they’re 
not alone and there’s hope in their situations. 
If someone is going through the legal system 
to change their status or renew a visa and is 
experiencing any type of trauma or other 
symptoms (anxiety, depression), they don’t have 
to go through it alone.
 “Immigrants tend to be very resilient, 
because if they weren’t, they wouldn’t leave 
everything from their home country to come 
here,” Lopez said. 
 She said building human connections with 
family and friends who can be supportive 
is a good way to cope with the stress. If an 
individual has lingering legal questions, they 
should seek legal assistance from nonprofits, 
private lawyers, case managers, national 
organizations, or county organizations. 

 Lopez said she tells her clients who are 
parents that it’s OK to talk about their 
worries, stress, or situation with their 
child. But the parents should also share 
their hopes, dreams, and their plans to 
get through this hard time.
 “You don’t have to pretend you are 
superheroes all the time. Resilience means 
to overcome adversity, so it means that you 
have to try and make a better impact on 
your situation,” she said.

Eliminating fear
 Sitting at a long table in Nautical 
Bean on Parker Street in SLO, Douglas 
Pillsbury, Gina Whitaker, Mary Lynn 
Crandall, and Solina Lindahl talk and eat 
their lunch. The group is called Allies for 
Immigration Justice, a band of educators, 
retired educators, and social activists. 
 They met because they were part of 
a larger group attempting to help a local 

family from Guadalajara, Mexico. Whitaker 
said a woman and her son were fleeing from 
their country and seeking asylum in the United 
States. She and her four colleagues were half 
of the eight people who answered a call to the 
community looking for individuals who could 
assist the woman. That was two years ago, 
Whitaker said, and since then they’ve taught 
the woman how to drive and helped her find 
an affordable place to live, get her son into a 
preschool, and get a work permit that allows her 
to stay in the country.
 While they successfully helped the woman 
find a way of life on the Central Coast, she still 
struggles to balance the cost of living in the area. 
 “There are so many obstacles,” Whitaker 
said. “They’re the same obstacles that any of us 
who try to relocate is challenged by.”
 With this experience, Crandall said the four 
of them wanted to do something more, look at 
the larger issues, and work with the community. 
 “Our focus is education and outreach. What 
we would really like is for people to start taking 
a closer look at the complexities of the issue and 
not just the sound bites that they hear on TV,” 
she said.
 In order to get the community informed, 
Allies for Immigration Justice has held 
informational panels, a film viewing and 
discussion of Harvest of Empire: A History of 
Latinos in America, and have been working 
to collaborate with local organizations to get 
resources and information out there. 
 The group is working with Central Coast 
Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy 
(CAUSE) to establish an interfaith coalition 
between northern Santa Barbara County and 
southern San Luis Obispo County.
 They also work with First 5 Health Access 
Training Project, which held an event on Jan. 31 
called Supporting Immigrant Families, a forum 
for SLO County family-serving providers. The 
topics included information for parents to help 
them manage family stress and information for 
families about immigration policy proposals.
 Joel Diringer, a retiring attorney with 
more than 30 years in the nonprofit, health, 
government, and philanthropic sectors, spoke at 
the forum about how someone could become a 
charge of the public. The term “public charge” 
is used by U.S. immigration officials to classify 
immigrants who are denied entry due to their 
lack of dependency on the government for 
subsistence, as demonstrated by either the 
receipt of public cash assistance for income 
maintenance or institutionalization for long-
term care at government expense.
 Diringer said the administration has 
proposed new public charge rules that
could make it harder to get legal permanent 
resident status if applicants use certain 
government programs, have less income and 
education, and are in poorer health. Public 
charge only affects individuals applying to 
become lawful permanent residents, seeking to 
extend or change the category of nonimmigrant 
visas, or who are lawful permanent residents 
who leave the country for at least 180 days.

 During the process of applying for a green 
card, the government looks at an individual’s 
circumstances and using public charge is one factor.
 Changes haven’t been made yet, but the 
need for government assistance that could 
cause someone to become a public charge has 
discouraged some people from looking into 
services that could help them, he said, such as 
receiving cash support (such as CalWorks and 
Supplemental Security Income) or Medi-Cal 
long-term care. The proposed changes would 
include services from CalFresh, Section 8 
housing assistance, non-emergency Medi-Cal, 
and Medicare Part D low-income subsidies.
 “I think the administration accomplished 
its purpose, which is just creating more fear 
and anxiety among immigrant populations,” 
Diringer said.
 He said that false information gets out 
to communities, and, to be safe, adults are 
rejecting services such as Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) to avoid becoming a public 
charge. Those decisions not only affect the 
parent or guardian, but the child who might 
have been born in the U.S. and is in need of 
certain services. Diringer and other local 
organizations are working to get the correct 
information out there for those who need it.

Tough decisions
 In 2005, Cortney Upthegrove moved to 
Cambria and met her husband, Juan Murguia, a 
year later. 
 “We met in a bar, you know how you meet 
everybody,” Upthegrove said with a laugh. “We 
hit it off.”
 She knew Murguia was undocumented but 
didn’t think twice about his status or how it 
could affect their lives later on. Three years 
later, her son was born and the pair made the 
decision to get the paperwork so Murguia could 
apply for citizenship. Upthegrove can only 
describe the process as horrific—the constant 
waiting, the paperwork, and the cost.
 They knew that he would be sent back to 
Mexico. They just didn’t know how long he 
would be sent back for.
 Upthegrove said Murguia initially crossed 

the border illegally with his brother in 2001, 
from Mexico into the United States, when 
Murguia’s brother was stopped at the San Ysidro 
Point of Entry in San Diego by U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection agents. Murguia didn’t 
want to leave his brother behind so he went back 
and essentially turned himself in to the agents. 
That’s what triggered the bar, she said.
 Upthegrove said when her husband went to 
his appointment at the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement office, he was asked 
whether he’d ever been arrested in the U.S. and 

how long he’s been in Mexico. He was detained 
when he crossed the border for the first time 
and that was enough to bar Murguia from 
returning to his family for 10 years. 
 “The thing about all that is I acknowledge 
that my husband broke the law. Here’s a 
newsflash: Everybody that’s in this country 
illegally broke the law,” she said. “They still 
broke the same law as my husband, ultimately, 
though it’s punishing us.”
 When her husband first went back to Mexico 
in 2014, Upthegrove was faced with either 
moving to Tijuana or staying in the Cambria 
area. She moved to Tijuana for a little while 
with her husband and their son, but found it 
difficult to get a job in the area because she 
doesn’t speak Spanish. She also couldn’t keep a 
job in San Diego if she had to cross the border 
every day, because she said the wait time to get 
checked before crossing was unpredictable. But 
Upthegrove was offered a job on the Central 
Coast that paid enough to fund the travel to 
visit her husband and was flexible enough that 
she could visit him often. 
 She was visiting him almost every month 
while their son, JJ, stayed with Murguia in 
Mexico. But Murguia decided to go back to 
school, so he could find a better paying job, and 
Upthegrove took JJ with her back to Cambria. 
 “The thing is that one of us is always the 
loser. If I go back to Mexico and work in San 
Diego, I have to cross the border every day 
which is highly stressful,” she said.
 The situation has put a tremendous strain on 
Upthegrove’s marriage, but she’s determined to 
figure out how to make it work. 
 “I’m so hard-headed, and my priority is my 
son, and I’ll do what’s right because I see the 
bigger picture,” she said.
 But she feels that it’s the immigration policy 
barring her husband from coming back that’s really 
impacting her family more than anything else. 
 The Valerio family is also feeling the effect of 
the immigration policy separating their family 
for 10 years, but the siblings are learning to get 
by together. Susan’s sister Grecia was accepted 
to San Francisco State University and will be 
attending in the fall. Her brother Johnny is 

graduating from Allan Hancock College and 
staying in the area to work. Susan said she’s 
going to continue working on her mother’s case 
and figure out a way to bring her back home.
 “We are still trying to do everything we 
can to get her back, and it feels impossible 
sometimes, but it’s not something we will give 
up on even if it takes a little longer than we 
would like,” she said. ❍

Staff Writer Karen Garcia from the Sun’s sister 
paper can be reached at kgarcia@newtimesslo.com.

HOLDING UNIVERSALITY: Susana Lopez is a clinical psychologist who 
shares her story of being an undocumented immigrant in the U.S. with the 
hope of uplifting others who are going through the process of changing 
their documentation status or pursuing a visa to stay with their families. 

PHOTO BY JAYSON MELLOM

KEEPING IT TOGETHER: Cortney Upthegrove is working to hold her family together after her husband, Juan Murguia, was sent back 
to the Mexico because of his undocumented status. 

OUTREACH AND INFORMATION
 • To learn more about what Allies for Immigration Justice is 
doing at a local level to educate and reach out to the community, 
email alliesslocounty@gmail.com.
 • Find local resources for immigrant families, such as 
promoting healthy immigrant communities and an immigrant 
rights resource list, at slohealthaccess.org. 
 • If an individual is seeking professional help to deal with 
physical or mental symptoms regarding stress or anxiety 
over their documentation status or related situations, visit 
resiliencepc.com.
 • Visit locator.ice.gov to locate an individual who’s in the 
process of being deported and is detained.
 • The United States Department of Justice provides a list 
of pro bono legal service providers in the state of California for 
assistance in immigration court cases at justice.gov/eoir/list-
pro-bono-legal-service-providers. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CORTNEY UPTHEGROVE

www.santamariasun.com • April 25 - May 2, 2019 • Sun • 11



12

12 • Sun • April 25 - May 2, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com

OCEANO DUNES
JUNIOR 

LIFEGUARD 
PROGRAM

For more information visit:
ohv.parks.ca.gov/oceanodunesjg

Or call (805) 888-1231

2019 Program Dates:

Session 1:
June 24th – July 12th

Session 2:
July 15th – August 2nd

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

BUS TRANSPORTATION TO/
FROM SANTA MARIA AND
NIPOMO PROVIDED DAILY 
DURING THE PROGRAM

Orcutt Veterinary Hospital
4869 S. Bradley Road #125, Orcutt

 (805) 938-5362 · www.OrcuttVet.com

Dental Special
10% OFF Basic 
Canine & Feline 
Dental Cleanings 
in March & April

In need of Skilled 
Nursing Care?
Ask for us, Country 
Oaks Care Center,

a name you can trust!

830 East Chapel Street,
Santa Maria

805-922-6657

John Henning, Ph. D. 
and Sharon Henning, 

Owners & Administrators

Award Winning 
Care with 

Award Winning 
Commitment

Best Senior Living 
Community

The Maxim in Real Estate

This ad provided by:
(805) 937-1766

FOSTER • SPONSOR • VOLUNTEER • DONATE
Anyone can help!

(805) 878-0807

Can I crash 
on your couch 
for awhile?
Ask us about our 
Foster Program

Despite Melanie’s past, 
she is open to love. We 
have quickly determined 
that she is a HAM for 
love and affection, will 
do just about anything 
for a good belly rub, and 
will nuzzle you if you’re 
done petting before 
she’s done receiving. 
She’s gentle with other friendly dogs and has been 
nothing but sweet with kids. Melanie is around 
three years old, a petite 23 lbs, and has great 
stamina to keep up on long walks or hikes. Email 
us today if you would like to meet precious Melanie 
and see if she is a good match for your family.

PO Box 2952, Orcutt, CA 93457
www.centralcoastspca.org

Email: centralcoastSPCA@yahoo.com

BY KASEY BUBNASH

Santa Maria’s high school district will lose 
its superintendent at the end of this school 
year, and another longtime administrator 

plans to apply for the soon-to-be opened 
position. 
 After seven years leading the Santa Maria 
Joint Union High School District and 31 years 
in education, Superintendent Mark Richardson 
announced on April 12 that he plans to retire 
after this year. 
 What played a large role in Richardson’s 
decision to leave now, he said, is the district’s 
highly competent staff, stability, and recent 
growth and overall improvements. Richardson 
said he’s confident that he’s leaving the district 
in a good place, and that it will “continue 
upward” once he’s gone. 
 “I wouldn’t leave if I didn’t feel that way,” he 
told the Sun. 
 In his time at the Santa Maria Joint Union 
High School District, Richardson and his team 
have put full-time pupil counselors at each 
high school, created a cohesive district-wide 
approach to curriculum taught in all subjects, 
and made strides to improve parent engagement 
through trainings and an online parent portal. 
 A number of facility improvement projects 
have been completed on the district’s campuses 
since Richardson took the lead, including a 
recently completed 38-classroom complex at 
Ernest Righetti High School, major updates 
to Santa Maria High School’s campus, and a 
new performing arts center at Pioneer Valley 
High. Several other similar projects are still 
underway. 
 The superintendent also acted as an advocate 
for Career Technical Education, working 
to implement a number of new career tech 
pathways within the district—a few years ago 
there were only two such pathways offered, 
Richardson said, and next year there will be 
43—and helping to break ground on a district-
wide career tech and agricultural center. 
 It’s been a good run, but Richardson said he’s 
ready to leave the work to someone else while he 
focuses on spending time with his family, being 
a grandfather, and relaxing outdoors. 
 “I always felt like every day I’ve spent in this 
profession has been rewarding,” Richardson 
said, “and that’s a good place to be.”
 Now the search for his replacement begins. 
 The district received the search process plan 
on the week of April 15, according to Kenny 
Klein, the district’s public information officer, 
and a new superintendent is expected to take 
over by January 2020. 
 During a special meeting on April 16, Klein 

said the district’s board of education approved 
a $23,500 payment to Leadership Associates, a 
company that will conduct a nationwide search 
for potential candidates. The board also voted 
to appoint John Davis, the district’s assistant 
superintendent of curriculum, as acting 
superintendent. 
 Davis, who has been with the district for 
eight years, said he’s worked alongside fellow 
administrators and Richardson to address the 
district’s challenges and help it grow. Davis said 
he’s been highly involved in the decision-making 
and planning processes at the Santa Maria Joint 
Union High School District, and said he’s seen 
major positive changes since he started. 
 He hopes to continue that work as the 
district’s permanent superintendent, and he 
said he’ll be applying for the position as soon 
as possible. m

Staff Writer Kasey Bubnash writes School Scene 
each week. Information can be sent to the Sun via 
mail, fax, or email at mail@santamariasun.com. 

N E W S SCHOOL SCENE

FAREWELL: After seven years leading the Santa Maria Joint Union High School District and 31 years in education, Superintendent 
Mark Richardson (pictured) announced on April 12 that he plans to retire after this year. 

 By the time the summer 
Olympics roll into Los 
Angeles in 2028, California’s 
own Isaac Hill could be in 
attendance as a taekwondo 
competitor, and some 
say Hill even has enough 
potential to strike gold. 
 Hill, 13, has been training 
with coaches Cort Newby 
and Steve Sanders for the 
past three years at Santa 
Maria Taekwondo. In that 
time, Newby said Hill has 
competed in a number of 
tournaments, but he made 
it to the California state 
championships for the first 
time this year. 
 At the championship 
tournament, which was held 
at the beginning of April, the 
Blochman Elementary School student took first place in his 
age and weight class. 
 “He is an extremely hardworking young man, always 
giving us 100 percent, and it showed [at the tournament],” 
Newby said. “To place No. 1 in the state of California is not an 
easy thing to do, we are very proud of him and the character 
he shows, including sportsmanship and support for other 
team members.” m

—Kasey Bubnash

Isaac Hill
PHOTO COURTESY OF CORT NEWBY

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

High school superintendent 
announces plans to retire

PHOTO BY KASEY BUBNASH
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Santa Maria a … 

Big Hearted Community 
Santa Maria Royal Family KIDS celebrated their 8th Benefit Dinner ~ Live 
Auction and Concert with Dave Stamey on March 23rd, 2019. This nearly 
sold-out western themed evening was a spectacularly fun event. Dinner 
started off the night, then Jim Glines, “auctioneer extraordinaire”, got things 
going with a Dessert and Live auction. To top the evening off, western    
singer and poet ,Dave Stamey treated the crowd... for a moment we all 
thought we were sitting next the camp fire and not at the Fountain Pavilion. 

The true star of the evening is the community of Santa Maria. Collectively, 
more than 300 community members united, collaborated and shared their 
talents and gifts.  RFK was the recipient of countless selfless volunteer 
hours, promotions, and generous DONATIONS and SPONSORS.          
Together, everyone’s involvement helped Santa Maria Royal Family KIDS  
raise funds needed to continue the two programs designed specifically for 
abused & neglected foster children ages 6-12 in our local north Santa    
Barbara County. Royal Family KIDS, an all-volunteer non-profit organiza-
tion, serves these precious children with an opportunity to attend a week 
long residential summer camp and a 9 month Club/Mentoring program.   
Because of the community of Santa Maria and your gifts, these programs 
will be available to the children free of charge. 

“It is gratifying to see the incredible community support of Royal Family KIDS.          
I could not be prouder of Royal Family KIDS or the good folks of Santa Maria.”,          
an event volunteer. 

THANK-YOU! Santa Maria, so grateful! 

Eric and Diane Rae ~ Jan Holford,                                                                                       
Directors of Royal Family KIDS 

Santamaria.royalfamilykids.org confronting abuse ~  changing lives 
one foster child at a time 

ONE POUND AT A TIME!

MON-THUR 4AM-11PM
FRI 4AM-10PM
SAT 7AM -8PM
SUN7AM- 6PM

2015-B SOUTH BROADWAY
SANTA MARIA
805-348-1888
WVHEALTHCLUB23@GMAIL.COM

YOUR TRANSFORMATION

STARTS HERE

WOULD YOU LIKE A SCHOOL WITH MORE FLEXIBILITY?

Family Partnership Charter School provides multiple learning options, fl exible 
scheduling and skilled teachers who encourage and support your success!

Now Enrolling. Tuition Free!
Blended Learning & Independent Study

Santa Maria Montessori - Grades K-5
City Center /Santa Maria - Grades 6-8 
Orcutt Learning Center - Grades 9-12
SLO Center - Grades K-12
Morro Bay - Grades K-5 

Bringing the best together for student success!  |  www.fpcharter.org  |  (805) 348-3333

Strawberry EscapeStrawberry Escape

APRIL 26-28

April 26 FRI 

Senior Day 62+ FREE
Presented by: Aera Energy 
Carnival Wristbands 
Buy One, Get One FREE*

Pepsi Kids Day
Presented by: Telemundo
(Ages 6-11) $1
Children 5 & under 
FREE every day

April 27 SAT

Fiesta Day
Presented by: 
Vallarta Supermarkets 
and the Towbes Group
Hispanic Musical 
Entertainment 
Separate ticketed event

April 28 SUN

FUN FOR ALL
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BY RON FINK

The Lompoc City Council had another discussion 
about what to do about the next two-year 
budget. To put it in plain language, they have a 

serious problem that is only going to get worse.
 City Manager Jim Throop, who has 30 years of 
budgeting experience, opened the meeting saying, 
“This is a very big budget crisis we’re in,” and, “we 
have to make some tough decisions.” This proved 
to be an understatement.
 According to the city budget guru, if they don’t 
start paying down the “interest” portion of the 
Public Employee Retirement System debt, the 
city will eventually have to stop providing all city 
services within the next couple of budget cycles.
 The PERS debt is like your own credit card; it 
consists of the principal and interest. And, just 
like your credit card, if the city continues paying 
only on the principal in order to provide day-to-
day services, then the interest keeps growing.
 Keep in mind that the PERS debt must be paid 
first, so having enough revenue to cover both 
PERS and day-to-day services is critical.
 But three members of the City Council can’t seem 
to grasp the urgency of the matter, no matter how 
many times they are told that the city will “go out of 
business” if they don’t come up with more revenue. 
 Councilmen Jim Mosby and Dirk Starbuck 
think that cutting expenses is the answer; that’s 
short-term thinking in the extreme. By failing to 
acknowledge the impact of the PERS interest debt 
liability, these two “budget wizards” and their 
clueless follower Victor Vega are dooming our city 
to becoming another Detroit.
 Their approach to discussing the budget is to 
badger and belittle the efforts of the city staff. 
Starbuck wants to cut senior staff pay, a move that 
will certainly send folks to the nearest exit.
 His assessment concerning senior staff pay was 
that, “See here again we’ve not gone to where the 
highest amount of fat is in this budget.” The finance 
guru had to explain that the all senior management 
positions derive their pay from both the enterprise 
fund and general fund, so it would take some 

effort to figure out how much would be saved if the 
general fund portion of their pay was reduced.
 And, the city attorney reminded them that all 
pay is bound by contracts between the city and 
both represented (union) and unrepresented 
(senior staff) employees and that these agreements 
would have to be renegotiated.
 Of course, these inept council members haven’t 
suggested cutting their own stipends or benefits 
to help with the crisis, but I guess they feel they 
are more valuable than the professionals that have 
been hired to run city government.
 When the city manager informed the council 
that they had inadvertently added a million 
dollars to the budget to deal with the homeless 
issue in the riverbed, the police chief said that 
several new camps were discovered in the area. He 
also said that this type of police work would cease 
if proposed cuts are implemented.
 In response, Starbuck suggested establishing 
a “shooting range” in the riverbed to solve 
the problem. This was a totally inappropriate 
statement uttered during a public meeting, even if 
he only made it in jest.
 As for Mosby, he was recommending the 
elimination of the code enforcement staff and public 
information officer, along with asking firefighters 
for concessions, eliminating the fire marshal slot 
and trimming planning staff to save thousands 
of dollars. As usual his facts may not stand up to 
scrutiny, and the city manager asked for a copy of 
his “facts” so that they could be reviewed.
 Both Mosby and Starbuck had to be corrected 
several times as they spewed faulty “facts” to support 
their arguments. These types of error-ridden 
utterances are not helpful to a productive discussion, 
but that doesn’t seem to matter to either of them.
 It should be noted that Mosby has had many 
encounters with both the city and county code 
enforcement people because of the way he 
maintains and operates his commercial and 
private properties. By eliminating both the fire 
marshal and code enforcement officers, his life 
would be a lot easier.
 As for Councilman Vega, he only seemed 

to become interested in the discussion at the 
end of the four-hour meeting. Either he didn’t 
understand what was being said by the staff, or he 
just didn’t have anything to add.
 Finally, the adult in the room, Mayor Jenelle 
Osborne, summed it up this way, “We’re trying 
to nickel and dime ourselves out of a debt that is 
actually twice the size it was last time.” 
 As with previous discussions of the budget, 
several members of the public simply asked that 
they be allowed to vote on the matter; the logical 
solution seemed to be to assess a temporary 1 
percent sales tax to pay down the PERS interest. 
 But predictably, like every other meeting, the 
council majority ignored these inputs and simply 
refused to let the people who will be affected most by 
the reduced or lost services have a voice in the matter.
 I don’t know what Councilmembers Mosby, 
Starbuck, and Vega’s end game is; at this point it 
seems that they are intent on dissolving the city of 
Lompoc and turning it into a community services 
district that only provides utility services. m

Ron Fink writes commentaries from Lompoc. Send 
your response to letters@santamariasun.com.

 C A N A R Y  1 8  

COMMENTARY

CANARY

What do you think of the county’s new 
permitting process for hoop houses?
55%  Farmers already have too many 
  regulations to adhere to.   
27%  Cannabis growers are the problem, 
  not the farmers.   
9%  It was necessary to clarify the 
  permitting process.   
9%  The process will help protect wildlife. 
   11 Votes  
Vote online at www.santamariasun.com.

Online Poll What is their end game?

I was thinking about pecking at Lompoc for 
its budget issue again this week—you know, 
the same one that some current Lompoc City 

Council members failed to address during the 
last budget cycle—but I’m moving on to more 
important things. 
 Lompoc’s got an even bigger problem to deal 
with. Balloons. 
 Some kid (probably) lost their metallic, mylar 
balloon, and it wandered into a powerline, 
causing 4,142 homes to lose power in central 
and southern Lompoc on April 22! The power 
was only out for about an hour, according 
to a press release sent out by city Public 
Information Officer Samantha Scroggin.
 Apparently, balloons were such an epidemic 
that the state Legislature passed a law in 2017 
making it a criminal act to release a balloon 
outside. Then Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed that bill, 
saying that “criminal penalties aren’t 
the solution to every 
problem.” True dat 
Moonbeam. Dodged 
a bullet there little 
Lompokian! 
 OK, maybe balloons really 
aren’t as important as City 
Councilmembers Jim 
Mosby, Victor Vega, 
and Dirk Starbuck 
advocating to cut a bunch 
of staff for the second 
budget cycle in a row, rather 
than bringing more revenue in 
like city staff said they need to do! 
 Guess what? The pension obligation balloon 
is already in flight and the city is running to 
catch it, falling farther and farther behind. 
 During a recent discussion about the 2019-21 
budget, Mosby claimed he was worried about 
potential money generated from sales tax revene 
not being spent where it’s needed. I hate to burst 
your no-new-taxes balloon, Mosby, but the city 
of Santa Maria managed to figure out how to 
raise revenue with a sales tax increase and spend 
it on public safety. m

The Canary hates dodging free-floating balloons. 
Send comments to canary@santamariasun.com.

Balloon race
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Tickets on sale now at My805Tix.com and at our 
off icial Box Off ice at Boo Boo Records in SLO

Suppo� ing local journalism, one ticket at a time.

POWERED BY: & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!Interested in selling tickets with My805Tix? Contact us for a demo today! info@My805Tix.com

Brew at 
the Zoo

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 27
Charles 

Paddock Zoo

Sunset Winos All-Star Band
SATURDAY, MAY 18

Rava 
Wines + Events

Doce Robles Wines 
Vineyard Hayrides
SATURDAY, MAY 18

Doce Robles Winery & Vineyard

Point SLO Lighthouse Tours
EVERY WED & SAT

Point San Luis 
Lighthouse

AAUW 
Garden Tour

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
Morro Bay, CA

May Brewasana
SUNDAY, MAY 5

7Sisters 
Brewing Co.

Spring Wine 
Stroll

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 27

Downtown 
Paso Robles 

Wineries

Get your tickets online or at 
Boo Boo Records, the off icial 
Box Off ice for My805Tix events!

Boo Boo’s is located at 
978 Monterey Street in SLO. 

Call them at 805-541-0657.

MY805TIX BOX OFFICE IS NOW OPEN

SLO Blues Baseball
2019 SEASON PASSES

Sinsheimer 
Stadium

Fiesta 
at Fin’s

TUESDAY, 
APRIL 30

Fin’s 
Restaurant

Vocal Flight – 
Central Coast Youth Chorus

SAT & SUN, MAY 18-19
United Methodist Church

Tyler Blanton 
Group

SATURDAY, MAY 11
Unity Conce�  Hall

Silent Sky
MAY 3–26

By the Sea 
Productions

Studio Pe� ormances
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 3-5

Ballet Theatre, 
SLO

Beer Yoga
SUNDAY, MAY 19

Naughty Oak 
Brewing Co.

Teen Monologues
TUESDAY, MAY 14

SLO Repe� ory 
Theatre

LED ZEP AGAIN
THURSDAY, MAY 16

Maverick 
Saloon

Australia’s Rick Price
SATURDAY, APRIL 27

Morro Bay 
Wine Seller

Sand + Succulent Terrarium
SUNDAY, APRIL 28

Studios 
on the Park

Happy To Make Your 
Acquaintance

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MAY 3 & 4
Cambria Center for the A� s Theatre

Kentucky Derby Pa� y
SATURDAY. MAY 4

Doce Robles 
Winery & Vineyard

Mother’s Day Brunch 
at the Lighthouse
SATURDAY, MAY 11

Point San Luis Lighthouse

Mother’s Day 
Weaving Workshop
SATURDAY, MAY 11
Talley Vineyards

Summer Conce� s at Peter 
Strauss Ranch Season Tickets

MAY 12-SEP 14 2019
Presented by Tiny Porch Conce� s

Le� over Cuties with 
Honey Whiskey Trio

SUNDAY, MAY 12
Tiny Porch Conce� s

Tribute to 
Judy Collins

TUESDAY, MAY 14
Morro Bay Wine Seller

Australia’s Adam Miller 
in Conce� 

SATURDAY, MAY 18
Morro Bay Wine Seller

Brief Encounters: 
A Weekend of One-Acts

FRIDAY, MAY 24
Cambria Center for the A� s Theatre

CUBS + CRAFTS
THURSDAY, MAY 30

Zest it Up 
Studio

Sugar Daddy 
Swing Kings

FRIDAY, MAY 10
SLO Veterans Hall

SLO Blues Baseball 
Opening Day

FRIDAY, MAY 24
Sinsheimer Stadium

Planet Lucha Presents: Lucha Alpha
SUNDAY, MAY 19

Santa Maria 
Fairpark Convention Center

Wine Down 
Vinyasa Flow

SUNDAY, MAY 19
Rava Wines + Events

A Celebration of Song
MAY 30–JUNE 1
Monarch Club 

at Trilogy

Fire & Grace & Ash
SUNDAY, MAY 26

Old Santa 
Rosa Chapel

CC Aquarium Summer Camp
SELECT WEEKS IN 

JUNE, JULY & AUGUST
CC Aquarium, Avila Beach

Flavors of SLO
SATURDAY, MAY 4

Mission 
Plaza

Cinco de Mayo
SUNDAY, MAY 5

Rancho Nipomo 
BBQ & Gold Rush Cantina
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SPECIAL EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

32ND ANNUAL SOLVANG DATSUN ROADSTER 
This car show’s goal is to showcase more than 125 
roadsters, race cars, and other vehicles. April 26 and 
April 27 solvangcc.com. Downtown Solvang, Mission 
Dr., Solvang.

BUELLTON BREW FEST Features beer and food 
vendors, entertainment, and more. May 4, 12-11 p.m. 
805-688-7829. buelltonbrewfest.com. River View Park, 
151 Sycamore Dr., Buellton.

CHUMASH EARTH DAY 2019 A family-friendly 
afternoon of raffle prizes, live music, food, games for 
the kids, and more. April 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 805-
688-7997. facebook.com/chumashenvironmentaloffice. 
Kitiyepumu’ Park, 100 VIa Juana Road, Santa Ynez.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

TOUR 1875 VICTORIAN HOME IN LOMPOC The 
Lompoc Valley Historical Society invites the public 
to tour their Victorian house and museum. April 27, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Donations requested. 805-735-4626. 
lompochistory.org/. Lompoc Valley Historical Society, 
207 N. L St, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

2019 SANTA MARIA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
Features carnival rides, live entertainment, tastings, 
demonstrations, and more. April 26 -28 Varies. 
santamariafairpark.com. Santa Maria Fairpark, 937 S. 
Thornburg St., Santa Maria.

HAWAIIAN STYLE SENIOR PROM The Santa 
Maria Valley Sr. Club and Recreation and Parks 
present this event with live music from Riptide 
Big Band. Co-sponsored by Orcutt Academy. 
Funding by Community Foundation of San 
Luis Obispo County. May 5, 1:30-4 p.m. 
Free. 805-925-0951 ext 2260. RiptideBB.
com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 
Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA COIN AND 
COLLECTABLES SHOW Show will have 
coins, currency, casino chips, beanies, and 
sports cards. New collectors, experienced collectors, 
and junior collectors are all invited. Bring coins for free 
appraisals. May 4, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 805-937-1250. 
santamariacoinclub.com. Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 
510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SMKC AGILITY SPRING TRIAL Open to all breeds 
and classes. Free to watch. Spectators welcome. Well 

socialized dogs on leash also welcome. April 26-28, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. santamariakennelclub.org/dog-events.html. 
Elks Lodge, 1309 N. Bradley Road, Santa Maria, 922-1538.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

EARTH DAY FAIR A day to celebrate, educate, and 
activate to protect the Earth. Features a Chumash 
message, drum circle, kid’s zone, green car show, 
live music, and more. April 27, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
805-544-8529. earthdayslo.org. Laguna Lake Park, 504 
Madonna Rd., San Luis Obispo.

SLO FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ANNUAL 
LUNCHEON Local historian, Joseph Carotenuti, will be 
sharing a fascinating presentation on the evolution of 
the San Luis Obispo County Library system. May 2, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. $25. 805-471-5913. slofol.org. Madonna Inn 
Ballroom, 100 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo.

SLO HALF MARATHON The largest three-day fitness 
festival on the Central Coast. Features the YogaMusic 
Festival, races, relays, and more. April 26, 3-9 p.m., 
April 27, 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and April 28, 5:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. slomarathon.com/. Alex Madonna Expo 
Center, 100 Madonna Rd, San Luis Obispo.

FUNDRAISERS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

THE 24TH ANNUAL FISH DERBY Fish anglers of 
all ages are welcome to compete for both cash and 
merchandise prizes. Proceeds benefit the Neal Taylor 
Nature Center. April 27 and April 28 Registration 
ranges from $10 to $40. Neal Taylor Nature Center, 
2265 Highway 154, Santa Barbara, 805-693-8381, 
troutderby.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

FIESTA AT FINS! CELEBRATING CINCO 
DE MAYO: DINNER FOR A CAUSE 

100% of proceeds donated to 5Cities Homeless Coalition. 
April 30, 5-9 p.m. $25. 805-574-1638. 5chc.org/news-
events/. Fin’s Restaurant, 25 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach.

TRI-TIP BBQ FUNDRAISER FOR SCOUTS BSA 
TROOPS 413 AND 414 Includes tri-tip, beans, bread, 
salad, salsa, and a drink. April 27, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. $10. 
805-689-2356. Lemos Feed & Pet Supply, 120 Traffic 
Way, Arroyo Grande.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

EIGHTH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Proceeds support Achievement House. Enjoy a round 
of golf, a continental breakfast, a barbecue lunch, and 
a gift bag. Awards and great prizes will be given to 
winners. April 27, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. $50. 805-543-9383. 
achievementhouse.org. Laguna Lake Golf Course, 11175 
Los Osos Valley Rd, San Luis Obispo.

ARTS
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

DIY SUCCULENT WREATH WORKSHOP A 
wreath making workshop that focuses on succulents: 
propagation, care, and arrangement. All attendees 
create their own succulent wreath on a grapevine form. 
All supplies, food, beverages, and a glass of Zaca Mesa 
wine are provided. April 27, 4-6 p.m. $69. Zaca Mesa 
Winery, 6905 Foxen Canyon Road, Los Olivos.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BALLROOM, LATIN, AND SWING LESSONS 
Marie King and Kings of Swing offer dance lessons for 
all ages and skill levels. Couples and singles welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. $36 for 4-week session. 805-
928-7799. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

BASIC WATERCOLOR No experience required. 
Tuesdays, 1-3 p.m. $8. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

BEADING WORKSHOP Thursdays, noon oasisorcutt.
org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 
805-937-9750.

COUNTRY TWO STEP DANCE LESSONS From the 
basics to a variety of patterns. Dancers of all skill levels 
welcome. Thursdays, 6:15-7 p.m. $8. 805-680-5695. 
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

CREATIVE ART TUESDAYS Meet other artists and 
support and critique others’ works. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. 
$1. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-
937-9750.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

WINE GLASS PAINTING: ART AND WINE WITH 
ARTIST NICKI LENORE April 25, 6-8 p.m. $40. 
805-550-9963. theartgalanipomo.com/events-classes/
wine-glass-painting-art-wine-with-artist-nikki-lenore/. Gala 
De Arte Plaza, 136 N Thompson Ave. B, Nipomo.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ACRYLIC PAINTING CLASS WITH SHAUNA 
JELLISON learn how to paint a horse step-by-step. 
Artist Shauna Jellison hosts this workshop. Contact in 
advance to paint your own horse. April 28, 12:30-3:30 
p.m. $45. 858-822-8884. Art Central, 1329 Monterey 
St., San Luis Obispo.

MOSAIC ROCK Create a colorful mosaic rock to add 
a fun accent to your garden or as a one-of-a-kind gift. 
April 27, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $48. 805-286-5993. 
creativemetime.com. Cuesta College, Highway 1, San 
Luis Obispo.

PAINTING IN WATERCOLOR WITH STRONG 
VALUES Learn how to create relationships with strong 
values. No prior experience is necessary. Paper is 
supplied. Students supply their own paint and brushes. 
April 25, 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $45 per session; $150 for 
5 consecutive classes. 805-688-9977. artcentralslo.
wordpress.com/workshops-events/. Art Central, 1329 
Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

SPECIAL ART EVENTS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ARTIST RECEPTION: JERI YOUNG Young’s art will 
be on display at the office through June 27. Attendees 
of this reception can meet Young and find out about her 

MONSTER MASH
Live entertainment at the Santa Maria Valley 
Strawberry Festival includes a monster truck 
show at the Budweiser Minetti Arena on April 
27. Tony Canedo, driving “Playing for Keeps,” 
will be competing against Jeff Souza, driving 
“The Enforcer” (pictured). The Santa Maria 
Fairpark is located at 937 S. Thornburg St., 
Santa Maria. Visit santamariafairpark.com for 
more info.

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF SANTA MARIA FAIRPARK

ARTS continued page 17

New Times and the Sun now share their 
community listings for a complete Central 

Coast calendar running from SLO County through 
northern Santa Barbara County. Submit events online 

by logging in with your Google, Facebook, or Twitter account  
at newtimesslo.com. You may also email calendar@
newtimesslo.com. Deadline is one week before the issue 
date on Thursdays. Submissions are subject to editing 
and approval. Contact Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood  
directly at cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com.
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process and artistic vision. May 2, 4-6 p.m. Ameriprise 
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.

FIRST FRIDAY ARTIST RECEPTIONS Valley 
Art Gallery features 12 artists each year. Enjoy art, 
wine, and food at these opening receptions. First 
Friday of every month, 5-7 p.m. Free. 805-937-2278. 
valleygallery.org. Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., 
Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

LOCAL AUTHOR MEET AND GREET Grover Beach 
Library hosts Los Osos writer Lani Steele. May 1, 7-9 
p.m. Free. 805-481-4131. City of Grover Beach, 154 S 
8th St., Grover Beach, groverbeach.org.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

ART AFTER DARK SLO Unites visual, literary, and 
performing artists with the community and participating 
venues. Visit site for full list of programs and events. 
First Friday of every month, 6-9 p.m. 805-544-9251. 
artsobispo.org. SLO County, Countywide, San Luis 
Obispo.

TOUR THE NORTON SIMON MUSEUM Join SLOMA 
for a day trip to the Norton Simon Museum. May 4 
$115-$130. 805-543-8562. sloma.org/events/trips/. 
San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San 
Luis Obispo.

EXHIBITS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ART EXHIBIT AND ARTIST RECEPTION: ANIMAL 
KINGDOM May 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Mondays-
Sundays, 2-4 p.m. through May 31 Free. 805-688-7517. 
GalleryLosOlivos.com. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand 
Ave., Los Olivos.

THE ART OF DRESS: OPENING RECEPTION 
“The Art of Dress,” features works by twenty artists 
highlighting the range of interpretations of the 
seemingly simple word “dress”. April 27, 4-6 p.m. Free. 
805-686-1211. elverhoj.org. Elverhoj Museum of History 
and Art, 1624 Elverhoy Way, Solvang.

FOR THE JOY OF PAINTING Featuring art by Sheryl 
Knight and Linda Mutti. Meet the artists at a reception 
on April 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. through April 30 Free to public. 805-688-
7517. Gallery Los Olivos, 2920 Grand Ave., Los Olivos, 
gallerylosolivos.com.

NATURE IMAGINED This exhibit celebrates nature 
through art by Cheryl Medow, Ellen Jewett, and 
Hilary Brace. These artists used diverse materials 
and methods to create their works. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. $5. 805-686-
8315. wildlingmuseum.org. Wildling Museum of Art and 
Nature, 1511-B Mission Dr., Solvang.

NATURE REGENERATED Photographers were 
encouraged to capture examples of nature’s ability to 
regenerate and thrive. This exhibit showcases winning 
entries in the Adult and Junior categories. ongoing Free. 
805-686-8315. wildlingmuseum.org/photography-
competition/. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-
B Mission Dr., Solvang.

PAVLOV GALLERY: FEATURED ARTISTS 
Showcasing new collections on a weekly basis. 
Featured artists include Chris Pavlov, Iris Pavlov, Robert 
Hildebrand, Doug Picotte, and more. ongoing, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 805-686-1080. pavlovgallery.com. Pavlov Art 
Gallery, 1608 Copenhagen Dr., Ste C, Solvang.

RAY STRONG: A COLLECTOR’S PASSION One 
collector, David Parker, is sharing his Ray Strong 
paintings as well as his stories of how he built his 
collection of over thirty pieces. Mondays, Wednesdays-
Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. through July 8 $5. 805-686-
8315. wildlingmuseum.org/news/ray-strong-2019-art-
exhibit. Wildling Museum of Art and Nature, 1511-B 
Mission Dr., Solvang.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ALLAN HANCOCK FINE ARTS STUDENT SHOW 
The gallery is open Monday through Thursday from 
9 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:45 
p.m. Through May 30 Ann Foxworthy Gallery, 800 S. 
College Dr., Santa Maria, 805-922-6966, Ext. 3252, 
hancockcollege.edu/gallery/.

APRIL GROUP EXHIBIT A group show featured 
during the month of April. Featured artists are TBA. 
Through May 1 Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-2278, valleygallery.org.

FEATURED ARTISTS: MAY, JUNE, JULY, AUGUST 
The featured artists at the gallery during the months 
of May, June, July, and August are TBA. Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-6 p.m. through 
Sept. 1 Valley Art Gallery, 125 W. Clark Ave., Orcutt, 
805-937-2278, valleygallery.org.

JERI YOUNG: FEATURED ARTIST This exhibit is 
part of an ongoing series of shows to spotlight local art 
and artists. Through June 27 Ameriprise Financial, 2605 
S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.

LOCAL ART AND ARTISTS: CONTINUING SERIES 
An ongoing series of shows, facilitated by advisor Terry 
Dworaczyk, to spotlight local art and artists. Each 
show includes an artist reception. ongoing Ameriprise 
Financial, 2605 S Miller St., Suite 104, Santa Maria.

 SANTA BARBARA PRINTMAKERS JURIED 
EXHIBITION ongoing smartscouncil.org. Betteravia 
Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria.

CALLS FOR ARTISTS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

2019 CUESTA COLLEGE JURIED STUDENT ART 
EXHIBITION Juror: Elizabeth Folk. April 25, 4:30-7:30 
p.m. Free. cuesta.edu/student/campuslife/artgallery/
index.html. Harold J. Miossi Gallery, Highway 1, San Luis 
Obispo, 546-3202.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: BRUSHSTROKES 2019 A 
non-themed state-wide juried exhibition at SLOMA. Juror: 
Jerry McLaughlin. Visit site for details. Mondays-Sundays. 
through May 15 $35 for up to two paintings. 805-543-
8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, 1010 

Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

CALL FOR ARTISTS: AWAKEN SLO COUNTY 
STUDENTS A year-long program celebrating art and 
community expressed through the imaginative creations 
of our county’s students. Three student exhibitions will 
be displayed at SLOMA throughout the year. Through 
May 12 Free. 805-543-8562. sloma.org. San Luis Obispo 
Museum of Art, 1010 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

STAGE
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

VINTAGE HITCHCOCK: A LIVE RADIO PLAY The 
story centers on a live broadcast in 1946 honoring 
3 Alfred Hitchcock films: The Lodger, Sabotage, and 
The 39 Steps. Actors perform multiple roles. April 
26, 7-9:30 p.m., April 27, 7-9:30 p.m., April 28, 
1:30-3:30 p.m., May 3, 7-9:30 p.m., May 4, 7-9:30 
p.m. and May 5, 1:30-3:30 p.m. $15. 805-937-3738. 
orcuttcommunitytheater.com. It’s 1946 and a live 
production is being broadcast from WBFR Radio in 
Manhattan honoring three classic films by Alfred 
Hitchcock. Actors all perform multiple roles, with live 

music and sound effects. April 26, 7-9:30 p.m., April 
27, 7-9:30 p.m., April 28, 2-4:30 p.m., May 3, 7-9:30 
p.m., May 4, 7-9:30 p.m. and May 5, 2-4:30 p.m. $15. 
805-973-7264. Orcuttcommunitytheater.com. Orcutt 
Community Theater (Klein Dance Arts), 3546 Skyway Dr, 
Bldg. 1, Suite A, Orcutt.

MARIAN THEATRE: A GENTLEMAN’S GUIDE TO 
LOVE AND MURDER Book and lyrics by Robert L. 
Freedman. Music and lyrics by Steven Lutvak. April 25 -
May 12 Marian Theatre, 800 S. College Dr., Santa Maria, 
805-928-7731, pcpa.org.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

UNNECESSARY FARCE A hysterical comedy by 
Paul Slade Smith. Following every performance is the 
brand new vaudeville jungle adventure. Wednesdays-
Sundays. through April 28 $23-$30. 805-489-2499. 
americanmelodrama.com/. Great American Melodrama, 
1863 Front St., Oceano.

BROADWAY’S NEXT HIT MUSICAL An unscripted 
theatrical awards show and stage musical with a cast of 

ARTS continued page 18

ARTS from page 16

Don’t Miss The Traditional Friday Night

 Santa Maria “City Cruise”
Kustom Kulture Art Show

At the

& Sunday Swap Meet

F O R  E V E N T  I N F O  c l i c k  o n  w e s t c o a s t k u s t o m s . c o m  o r  c a l l :  9 5 1 - 4 8 8 - 0 4 1 3

Event Open to Pre-1966 Amer ican Made Vehicles Only 

1961-1965 CUSTOMS ONLY

THE HOT ROD KULTURE MAG

Presented by:

RE

GISTER TO WIN theRE

GISTER TO WIN the

2
0

2 0 EVENT ENTRY & H
OTEL

2
0

2 0 EVENT ENTRY & H
OTEL

GRAND PRIZEGRAND PRIZE

NO OUTSIDE ALCOHOL • NO GLASS CONTAINERS • NO DRUGS(Must have body modificat ions , No Muscle Cars)

At the

Redeem this coupon at Shirt Booth for $2 off 1 2019 Event Shirt

$2
OFF

EVENT T-SHIRT 

$
 DISCOUNT TICKETS ON SALE
AT ALL PARTICIPATING STORES 4/25/19

38TH ANNUAL Presented
      by
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EMPLOYMENT
FREELANCE WRITER

1010 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo 

NewTimesSLO.com

2540 Skyway Drive
Santa Maria 

SantaMariaSun.com

N E W T I M E S M E D I A G R O U P

The Sun is looking for its next freelancer. 
We’re looking for a thoughtful writer with a strong voice who can 
pen longform journalistic masterpieces that highlight the lives that 
light up Northern Santa Barbara County. We’re talking 2,000 to 3,000 
word pieces that include journalistic practices, narrative beauty, and 
compelling stories.

Think we’re asking for too much? This probably isn’t the gig for you.

Intrigued? Drop us a line, send us 
a clip, and tell us why you’re the 
perfect reporter for the job. 

Inquiries should be sent to  
Editor Camillia Lanham at 
clanham@santamariasun.com. 

EMPLOYMENT
FLAVOR WRITER

New Times is looking for its next FLAVOR writer, but we’re not looking for just any 
article-pushing, press release-reading, food-eating, wine-drinking someone. 

We’re looking for that certain someone who can see the nuances that make a chef, farmer, or winemaker 
special—a writer who can tease the most out of an interview, a bite of food, or a sip of liquid. Someone 
who not only knows food, but cares about the people making it and where they came from. 

FLAVOR is about more than food and drink. It’s about understanding the work that goes into producing 
and participating in the chain that leads to your table and into your mouth—and being able to put that on 
paper in a way that’s meaningful to our readers. 

This is a freelance position with weekly deadlines. Think you have what it takes? Prove it. Journalism 
experience is a requirement.

Send a résumé, cover letter, and story samples to Editor Camillia Lanham at clanham@newtimesslo.com. 

New Times is proud to be an equal opportunity employer.

Join Our Team!

1010 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo · NewTimesSLO.com     |     2540 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria • SantaMariaSun.com

N E W T I M E S M E D I A G R O U P

experienced improv comedians and musicians. May 4, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. $39-$48. 805-489-9444. clarkcenter.
org. Clark Center for the Performing Arts, 487 Fair Oaks 
Ave., Arroyo Grande.

CULTURE & 
LIFESTYLE
LECTURES & LEARNING

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

COMMUNITY FOOD CENTER The center 
is a food pantry offering nutritional classes. 
Wednesdays, 3-5 p.m. Free. 805-967-5741, Ext. 
107. El Camino Community Center, W. Laurel 
Avenue and N. I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BI-LINGO Informal conversation to practice 
Spanish language skills for anyone with basic Spanish-
speaking skills. Fourth Thursday of every month, 6-7 
p.m. Free. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria, 805-925-0994.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

MONARCH RIDGE TOWNHOME’S FLOOR PLAN 
SHOWCASE Guests can enjoy craft cocktails, light 
bites, and get the chance to mingle with current Trilogy 
residents to learn what life is like at Trilogy Monarch 
Dunes. April 27, 1-3 p.m. Free. 800-685-6494. 
sheahomes.com/new-homes/california/central-coast/
nipomo/trilogy-at-monarch-dunes-and-monarch-ridge-
town-homes/. Trilogy at Monarch Dunes, 1465 Via VIsta, 
Nipomo.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CITIZENSHIP CLASS To prepare for the citizenship 
exam. No registration 
required. Tuesdays, 
5-6 p.m. Free. 805-
781-5783. slolibrary.
org. San Luis Obispo 
Library, 995 Palm St., 
San Luis Obispo.

COMMUNITY 
LAW DAY Features 
presentations from 
local judges and the 
opportunity to ask 
attorneys general 
legal questions. All 
ages are welcome. 
At the SLO and Paso 
Robles Superior 
Courthouses. May 
1, 5-7 p.m. Free 
admission. slo.
courts.ca.gov. San 
Luis Obispo County 
Courthouse, 1050 
Monterey St., San 
Luis Obispo, 866-249-
9475.

MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES 
WORKSHOP Join 
CSLRCD and the 
Morro Bay NEP for 
a free workshop 
highlighting 
management 
practices for 
landowners in the 
Morro Bay watershed. 
April 30, 9 a.m.-noon 
Free. Cal Poly Beef 
Center, Pennington 
Creek Rd, San Luis 
Obispo, 805-772-
4391.

UCCE MASTER FOOD PRESERVERS Learn how to 
“save the seasons” by canning fruits and vegetables all 
year round from your own garden harvest or purchased 
from a farmer’s market. April 27, 10 a.m.-noon $10. 
805-781-1429. cesanluisobispo.ucanr.edu. UCCE 
Audtiorium, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo.

CLUBS & MEETINGS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION Tuesdays, 1 p.m. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HI-WAY DRIVE-IN SWAP MEET Come to the Hi-
Way Drive-In for the Sunday Swap Meet. Sellers: $20; 
Produce sellers: $25; Buyers: $2 car load. Sundays, 
4:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 805-934-1582. Hi-Way Drive-In, 

3170 Santa Maria Way, Santa Maria.

RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT: MAH 
JONGG Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-922-2993. 
Elwin Mussell Senior Center, 510 Park Ave., Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA CAMERA CLUB PROGRAM AND 
BUSINESS MEETING An open, friendly group of 
people who love taking pictures. Learn from guest 
speakers, go on field trips, and share pictures you’ve 
taken. First Wednesday of every month, 7-9:30 p.m. 
through Nov. 7 805-801-2879. santamariacameraclub.
org. Merrill Gardens, 1220 N Suey Rd, Santa Maria.

SANTA MARIA TOASTMASTERS WEEKLY 
MEETING Toastmasters International is a worldwide 
nonprofit educational organization that empowers 

individuals to become more effective 
communicators and leaders. Tuesdays, 

6:30-8 p.m. 805-264-6722. 
santamaria.toastmastersclubs.
org/. Toyota of Santa Maria, 700 
E Beteravia Rd., Santa Maria.

TRI CITY SOUND CHORUS 
OF SWEET ADELINES 
INTERNATIONAL Welcomes 
all women who are interested in 

learning about barbershop-style 
music singing and performing. 

Thursdays, 6:45-9:30 p.m. 805-736-
7572. Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley 
Road, Orcutt.

TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Free. naughtyoak.
com. Naughty Oak Brewing Co., 165 S Broadway St Ste 
102, Orcutt, 805-287-9663.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

HOMESHARESLO COFFEE CHAT Learn about 
homesharing, share your housing stories, and network 
with others. First Wednesday of every month, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Free. 805-215-5474. homeshareslo.org. 
Coffee Bean, 354 Five Cities Dr., Pismo Beach.

NIPOMO SENIOR CENTER The center is open 
five days a week; closed on weekends and holidays. 
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 805-929-1615. Nipomo 
Senior Center, 200 E. Dana St., Nipomo.

SUPPORT GROUPS
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

TRAUMA INFORMED PARENTING GROUP A foster 
parent class presented by Calm. Tuesdays 805-965-
2376. calm4kids.org. Church For Life, 3130 Skyway Dr., 
Suite 501, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

GENERAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (SOUTH 
COUNTY) Hospice SLO County is offering this support 
group for those grieving the death of a loved one. Held 
in the Church Care Center. Drop-ins welcome. Tuesdays, 
10-11:30 a.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New 

SHOP LOCAL
More than 20 locally owned businesses will be participating in Shop 
Lompoc Small Business Week, which takes place April 29 through May 
5. Participating businesses will be offering special discounts and other 
amenities to shoppers. Call (805) 736-4567 or visit lompoc.com to find 
out more.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF EXPLORE LOMPOC

APRIL 25 - MAY 2 
2019

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE continued page 23
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FOREVER  
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Conserving productive working and critical natural lands  
for the benefit of current and future generations

Photo Credit to Luis Escobar

www.sblandtrust.org

The Land Trust  
for Santa Barbara County
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Conserve
� e Land Trust has served the 
people of Santa Barbara County for 
more than 30 years by collaborating 
with willing landowners and the 
community to lead a path forward 
for the conservation of important 
properties for community bene� t.

Explore
Our public properties and education 

programs encourage and inspire 
people of all ages to get out on 

the land, understand our unique 
environment, and become aware of 

nature in our own backyards.

Play
More than 9,000 acres of land 
conserved by the Land Trust and 
our partners is open for public 
enjoyment! Point Sal, Burton Mesa, 
Mackie Mountain, Midland School.

Forever
Our work is forever. � e Land Trust is 

committed to the permanent conservation 
of and care for important places in Santa 
Barbara County, including family farms 

and ranches, healthy wildlife habitat and 
gateways to nature for all.

� is ad sponsored by

w w w.sblandtr ust .org 
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Founded in 1985, the Land Trust 
for Santa Barbara County has 
helped to conserve more than 
27,000 acres of farm and ranch 
land, healthy wildlife habitat, and 
gateways to nature for all. To date, 
we have worked with more than 50 
families to preserve local farms and 
ranches.
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11:00am-4:00pm

APRIL 2019
Admission: $10/adult

kids free
pay now at

www.SMVOS.ORG

27
Saturday

Food
Trucks

TRAILPALOOZA 2019TRAILPALOOZA 2019

S A N T A  M A R I A  V A L L E Y  O P E N  S P A C E  
P R E S E N T S
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GET TO KNOW US!
•    CALL US OR VISIT US ONLINE 

if you’re a landowner interested in 
exploring conservation options for 
diversifying on-farm revenue: 
(805) 966-4520 or https://www.
sblandtrust.org/info-for-landowners-2

•   MEET US IN PERSON at Trailpalooza 
on April 27. Look for the blue 
Land Trust tent!

We envision a future with conserved lands 
throughout the county that engage and 
nourish both people and nature. We work 
toward a future that includes:
•  Productive family farms and ranches that 

succeed from generation to generation
•  Thriving wildlife habitat areas that sustain 

precious nature
•  Beautiful trails and open spaces that 

provide recreational gateways accessible 
to all

We strive to engage with the multiple 
communities that make up our county, 
to adapt to changing conditions, and 
to maintain our capacity to address all 
conservation opportunities.

www.sblandtrust.org

Th e Land Trust 
for Santa Barbara County
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23

Life Pismo, 990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

SPOUSE AND PARTNER LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 
(SOUTH COUNTY) A Hospice SLO support group for 
those grieving the loss of a partner or spouse. Held in 
Room 16. Drop-ins welcome. Thursdays, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.org. New Life Pismo, 
990 James Way, Pismo Beach.

CREATE & LEARN
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CARD MAKING Tuesdays, 9 a.m. oasisorcutt.org. 
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-
9750.

KNITTING AND CROCHETING Wednesdays, 9:30 
a.m. oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares 
Ave., Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

PRESCHOOL CRAFT TIME EXPRESS Craft time 
designed just for preschoolers ages 3 to 5. April 25, 4-5 
p.m. Free. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 
421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

SEWING CAFE CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 
Sewing Cafe offers various classes and workshop. Call 
for full schedule. ongoing Sewing Cafe, 541 Five Cities 
Dr., Pismo Beach, 805-295-6585.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

MAD SCIENCE: UP, UP, AND AWAY! 
Audience members will discover that 
sometimes the air around us is more than 
meets the eye. April 27, 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Free. 805-781-5775. San Luis 
Obispo Library, 995 Palm St., San Luis 
Obispo.

MIND & BODY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

CANDLELIGHT RESTORATIVE YOGA Release and 
open your body with breath, props, and meditation. 
Mondays, 7-8 p.m. yogaformankind.com. Yoga for 

Mankind, 130 N Broadway, Suite B, Orcutt.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Simple, meditative, 
and joyous circle dances using music, mantras and 
movements from a variety of cultures and spiritual 
traditions. First Sunday of every month, 2-4 p.m. $8 - $10 
donation. 805-717-1933. Unity Chapel of Light Church, 
1165 Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

FIT CLUB A club to energize both body and soul. Pre 
and post workout drinks will be available. Mondays-
Fridays, 9 a.m. Balance Nutrition, 1975 S. Broadway, 
Ste. E, Santa Maria.

GENTLE YOGA Tuesdays, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. 

oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

HUMAN BEING SUPPORT AND INSPIRATION 
ONLINE GROUP An online group to listen and get 
support from others from the comfort of your own home. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. $40 monthly subscription. 805-
598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine Inspiration, 947 E 
Orange St, Santa Maria.

MEDITATION GROUP Features a 20 minute meditation 
followed by a brief discussion. Meetings take place in 
the sanctuary. All are welcome. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-noon 
Free. 805-937-3025. Unity Chapel of Light Church, 1165 
Stubblefield Rd., Orcutt, unitysantamaria.net/.

REFLEXOLOGY AT OASIS Tuesdays, 9 a.m. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

TAI CHI AT OASIS Tuesdays, Thursdays, 9:45 a.m. 
oasisorcutt.org. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., 
Orcutt, 805-937-9750.

WISDOM READINGS AnnKathleen is available every 
day by appointment for Wisdom Readings with Tarot 
and Oracle cards. Gift certificates available. ongoing 
$95-$160. 805-598-1509. divining.weebly.com. Divine 
Inspiration, 947 E Orange St, Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

BEGINNER’S CHI GONG AND YOGA For 
adults and youth ages 11 and up. Includes stand up 
exercises, breathing techniques, and more. Sundays, 

9:45 a.m. Free. 805-534-1600. Morrocco Method 
Headquarters, 800 Farroll Rd., Grover Beach, 

morroccomethod.com.

DEVELOPING INTUITION WITH 
SYMBOLS AND LAW OF 
ATTRACTION Local radio and TV show 
host Anna Olsen holds this class to help 
guests develop intuitive and psychic 
abilities. Every other Wednesday, 6:30-8 

p.m. through Jan. 8 $20-$30 per class. 
805-723-4208. annaolsenintuitive.com. 

Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon 
Rd., Arroyo Grande.

MINDFUL YOGA: GENTLE, RESTORATIVE, AND 
SLOW FLOW Mondays, Wednesdays, 9-10:15 a.m. $10 
donation. White Heron Sangha Meditation Center, 6615 
Bay Laurel Place, Avila Beach, whiteheronsangha.org.

QI GONG Bring your mind into a state of peace through 

moving your body. Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m. through 
June 12 $10; $68 for 8 week session. 805-440-4561. 
balancedlivingayurveda.com. Shell Beach Veterans 
Memorial Building, 230 Leeward Ave., Pismo Beach.

SILVER SNEAKERS ZUMBA Appropriate for all 
ages and fitness levels. An easy-to-follow dance fitness 
class. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free 
for members; $6 to drop-in. 805-441-7932. Oceano 
Community Center, 1425 19th St., Oceano, adulted.
luciamarschools.org.

WATER EXERCISE FOR ALL AGES These classes 
help relieve joint pain, enhance your breathing, and 
increase your range of motion. Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 805-481-6399. 5 
Cities Swim School, 425 Traffic Way, Arroyo 
Grande, 5citiesswimschool.com.

OUTDOORS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

HIKE AT CERRO SAN LUIS OPEN SPACE 
WITH ECOSLO Join ECOSLO docent Adam 
for a Sunday morning hike at Madonna 
Mountain. April 28, 9-11 a.m. 805-544-1777. 
ecoslo.org/events/. Cerro San Luis Trailhead, 
Fernandez Rd, San Luis Obispo.

LOS OSOS OAKS RESERVE Shaded stroll 
through an ancient forest. April 28, 10 a.m.-
11:30 p.m. Free. 805-772-2694. Los Osos/ 
Baywood Park, 2nd St., Los Osos.

NEW FREE EVENT AT THE SLO MASTER 
GARDENER DEMONSTRATION GARDEN 
Join UCCE Master Gardeners for “Lunchtime 
in the Garden”, a new free monthly event. First 
Wednesday of every month, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. through June 5 Free. 805-781-5939. 
Garden of the Seven Sisters Demonstration 
Garden, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo.

NORTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

WHITE’S POINT VISTAS Learn about forces 
creating and changing this watery world. Dress 
for weather. April 27, 11 a.m.-noon Free. 
805-772-2694. Morro Bay Museum of Natural 
History, 20 State Park Rd., Morro Bay.

SPORTS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL POLY BASEBALL VS. HAWAI’I May 
3, 6 p.m. gopoly.com/. May 4, 4 p.m. gopoly.
com/. For Youth Day, all kids ages 13 and 
under get free admission and can run the 
bases and get autographs from the Mustangs 
after the game. May 5, 1 p.m. gopoly.com/. 
Baggett Stadium, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis 
Obispo, 805-756-7297.

CAL POLY BASEBALL VS. USC A non-
conference match-up. April 26, 6 p.m. gopoly.
com/. A non-conference showdown. April 27, 
4 p.m. gopoly.com/. For Youth Day, all kids 
ages 13 and under get free admission and can run the 
bases and get autographs from the Mustangs after the 
game. April 28, 1 p.m. gopoly.com/. Baggett Stadium, 1 
Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

CAL POLY SOFTBALL VS. LBSU In celebration of 
Youth Day and Ice Cream Sunday, the first 250 kids get 
free ice cream and all kids ages 13 and under can run 
the bases and get autographs from the Mustangs after 
the game. April 28, 1 p.m. Free. Bob Janssen Field, 1 
Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

CAL POLY SOFTBALL VS. LBSU (DH) Includes pink 
shirts for sale, a prize raffle, and other activities to raise 
funds to support the Hearst Caner Resource Center. 
April 27, 1 p.m. Free. Bob Janssen Field, 1 Grand Ave., 
San Luis Obispo, 805-756-7297.

SLO PING PONG Features many tables. Games are 
informal and all ability levels are welcome. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 7-10 p.m. and Sundays, 4-7 p.m. through 
Dec. 31 Free for new players. 805-540-0470. Ludwick 
Community Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo.

KIDS & FAMILY
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

BIRDS OF A FEATHER STORY TIME AND CRAFT 
Story time about our feathered friends. Create a craft 
you can share with the birds. April 26, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Free. 805-343-1405. Guadalupe Library, 4719 W. Main 
St., Ste D, Guadalupe.

BOUNCING BABY STORY TIME Learn, connect, 
and grow with other babies up to 12 months and their 
caregivers. Fridays, 10-10:30 a.m. through April 26 Free-
$30. 805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

EL DÍA DE LOS NIÑOS/ EL DÍA DE LOS LIBROS 
(CHILDREN’S DAY/BOOK DAY) A celebration of 
children, families, and reading. April 30, 4-5 p.m. Free. 
805-925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

HOMEWORK HELP For grades K through 6. Mondays-
Thursdays, 4-7 p.m. through June 6 Free. 805-925-0994. 
cityofsantamaria.org. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. 
McClelland St., Santa Maria.

KTS ALL STAR GYMNASTICS: NINJA WARRIOR 
CLASSES Bring out your inner warrior with kids 
parkour classes in a safe setting. For ages 5 and up. 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m. 805-349-7575. 
Santa Maria Town Center, 142 Town Center East, Santa 
Maria.

MOMMY AND ME CLASSES Brief gymnastics 
classes for ages 1 to 3 (as soon as they can start 

walking on their own). Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
9:30-10 & 10:15-10:45 a.m. $35-$55. KT’s All Star 
Gymnastics, 237 Town Center E, Santa Maria, 805-349-
7575.

READALOUD The Buellton Library presents ReadAloud, 
a play-reading group for adults, teens and children 9 
and up. Fridays, 4-5 p.m. Free. 805-688-3115. Buellton 
Library, 140 W. Highway 246, Buellton.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
MUSEM The Santa Maria Valley Railway Historical 
Museum features a locomotive, boxcar, caboose, 
railroad artifacts, and diorama. Second and fourth 
Saturday of every month. 12-4 p.m. ongoing 805-714-
4927. Santa Maria Transit Center, Miller and Boone St., 
Santa Maria.

TEEN GAMING FRIDAYS Join the library for an 
afternoon of gaming. April 26, 4-5:30 p.m. Free. 805-
925-0994. Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland 
St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

POND SAFARI: OCEANO LAGOON MICROCOSMS 
Collect small organisms from the lagoon with a plankton 
net and take a look at these fascinating critters with 
two types of microscopes. April 27, 2-3:30 p.m. Free. 
805-474-2667. Oceano Dunes Visitor Center, 555 Pier 
Ave, Oceano.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

QUAIL EGG EXPLORATIONS WITH JENN Learn 
about incubating, hatching, and raising quail chicks, from 
the perspective of a local farmer. April 27, 2-3 p.m. San 
Luis Obispo Children’s Museum, 1010 Nipomo St., San 
Luis Obispo, 545-5874, slocm.org.

SPIRITUAL
SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

FREE WOMEN’S EXERCISE CLASS Open to all 
women regardless of denomination. Class includes 
stretching, aerobics, and floor exercises while listening 
to uplifting, spiritual music. Free childcare offered on 
site. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 9-10 a.m. Free. 
805-922-1919. cornerstonesm.org. Cornerstone Church, 
1026 E Sierra Madre Ave., Santa Maria.

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES Join Hope 
Community Church for Sunday morning and Wednesday 
night services. Children care provided for infants and 
children under 4. Sundays, 10:30 a.m. and Wednesdays, 
6:30 p.m. Free. 805-922-2043. hopesm.com. Hope 
Community Church, 3010 Skyway Dr. Suite F, Santa Maria.

MAY I HAVE THIS DANCE?
The Santa Maria Valley Senior Club and the 
Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department 
present the Hawaiian Style Senior Prom at the 
Elwin Mussell Senior Center on May 5, from 1:30 
to 4 p.m. Hula lessons will be offered by Yuka 
Freeman, and guests can enjoy dancing to live 
music by the Riptide Big Band. Admission is free. 
Call (775) 813-5186 for more info.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUDY LINDQUIST
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LETHAL WEAPONS
The Pacific Conservatory Theatre’s (PCPA) production of A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder runs April 21 through May 12 at the Marian Theatre, located at Allan Hancock 
College, 800 S. College Drive, Santa Maria. The cast includes Jeff Salsbury (pictured) as 
Monty Navarro, who seeks to eliminate his predecessors to a wealthy inheritance. Visit pcpa.
org for show times, tickets, and more info.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL COLLINS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Open Daily 10:00 AM–5:00 PM
211 Stearns Wharf  

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
805-962 -2526  sbnature .org/seacenter

Touch sharks, rays, sea stars,  

and anemones. Encounter mesmerizing jellies 

and an entrancing octopus!  

Get hands-on with scientific equipment to 

sample sea life from our Wet Deck. 

INTUITIVE GUIDANCE Sessions may include but are 
not limited to mediumship, psychic awareness, light 
journey work, and aura cleansings. Thursdays, 12-2 p.m. 
$20 for 15 minutes. 937-271-5646. CovenTree: Books 
and Gifts, 722 E Main St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

CONNECTING WITH YOUR INNER DIVINE First 
Wednesday of every month, 6:30-8 p.m. $15. 805-674-
4277. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., 
Arroyo Grande.

HOUSE OF GOD CHURCH SERVICES Join Pastor 
Joseph and Amanda Anderson every Sunday for prayer, 
healing, and more. Sundays, 9:30-11 a.m. 805-888-7714. 
House of God Church, 946 Rockaway Ave., Grover Beach.

INTUITIVE CIRCLE CLASSES Explore your gift of 
receiving and giving intuitive information during these 
classes hosted by Julie Jensen. Every other Tuesday, 
6:30-8 p.m. $25. 805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post 
Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

MAGIC MIRROR/MAGIC WAND Learn the power 
of intent by making your own wand. Fourth Saturday 
of every month, 1-3 p.m. $40. 805-674-4277. Halcyon 
Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

MEDIUMSHIP DEVELOPMENT Learn the basics of 
communicating with spirit in a safe environment with 
Mike Smith. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $15. 805-480-
2432. Halcyon Store Post Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., 
Arroyo Grande.

SUNDAY FOR SPIRIT PSYCHIC READINGS 
Features an assortment of psychic readers. Sundays, 
1-5 p.m. Vaires. 805-489-2432. Halcyon Store Post 
Office, 936 S. Halcyon Rd., Arroyo Grande.

YOUTH SERVICES The City Church Central Coast holds 
youth services for junior high school students. Mondays, 
6:30 p.m. Free. 805-929-8990. thecitycc.org. Faith 
Life Community Church, 726 W Tefft St, Nipomo.

VOLUNTEERS
SAN LU IS OBISPO

FELINE NETWORK OF THE 
CENTRAL COAST Seeking volunteers 
to provide foster homes for foster 
kittens or cats with special needs. The 
Feline Network pays for food, litter, and any 
medications needed. Volunteers also needed to 
help with humanely trapping and transporting feral cats 
for spay/neuter. ongoing 805-549-9228. felinenetwork.
org. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY THRESHOLD SINGERS 
SEEK NEW VOICES Sing for individuals experiencing 
life-limiting or end-of life conditions. First Sunday of 
every month, 2-4 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.
org/services/hospice-slo-county-threshold-singers. 
Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., San Luis Obispo.

HOSPICE SLO COUNTY VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
Preregistration required. In-Home Volunteers assist 
individuals with a life-limiting illness and their families 
by providing caregiver respite, practical assistance, 

emotional support, companionship, and comfort. 
Thursdays, 1-6 p.m. Free. 805-544-2266. hospiceslo.
org/workshops. Hospice SLO County, 1304 Pacific St., 
San Luis Obispo.

MEALS ON WHEELS Meals on Wheels, San Luis 
Obispo, needs noon time drivers. Must have own car to 
deliver prepared meals. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
805-235-8870. San Luis Obispo, Citywide, SLO.

SLO REP SEEKING VOLUNTEER BARTENDERS 
Must be 21 or over. All volunteers receive complimentary 
tickets. Email volunteer@slorep.org for more info. 
ongoing slorep.org. San Luis Obispo Repertory Theatre, 
888 Morro St., San Luis Obispo, 805-786-2440.

FOOD & DRINK
FARMERS MARKETS

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC FARMERS MARKET Features fresh fruit 
and vegetables, flowers, entertainment, and activities 

for the whole family. Fridays, 2-6 p.m. Lompoc Farmers 
Market, Ocean Avenue and I Street, Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

ORCUTT FARMERS MARKET Presents local farmers 
and small businesses. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orcutt 
Farmers Market, Bradley Road, Orcutt.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

ARROYO GRANDE FARMERS MARKET Includes 
produce, artists and musicians. Saturdays, 12-2:25 p.m. 
Arroyo Grande Farmers Market, Olohan Alley, Arroyo 
Grande.

NIPOMO FARMERS MARKET Includes a large variety 
of locally grown produce. Open year round Sundays, 

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. nipomofarmersmarket.com/. 
Nipomo Farmers Market, Via Concha Road, 

Nipomo.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

FARMERS MARKET Farmers Market 
in SLO is the largest Farmers Market 
in California. Thursdays, 6:10-9 p.m. 
Downtown SLO, Higuera St., San Luis 

Obispo.

SLO FARMERS MARKET Hosts over 60 
vendors. Saturdays, 8-10:45 a.m. World Market 

Parking Lot, 2650 Main St., San Luis Obispo.

SLO GUILD TUESDAY FARMERS’ MARKET 
Tuesdays, 2-5 p.m. through Dec. 31 Free. 805-762-4688. 
facebook.com/TuesdayFarmersMarketSLOGuildHall/. 
SLO Guild Hall, 2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo.

EVENTS
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

ROBLAR WINE TASTINGS Potting Shed and Barrel 

HOMECOMING
The Monarch Ridge Townhome Floor Plan Showcase takes place at Trilogy in Nipomo on 
April 27, from 1 to 3 p.m. Guests can learn about the townhomes available while enjoying 
craft cocktails, light bites, and mingling with current residents. Admission is free. Call (805) 
685-6494 for more info.

—C.W.

IMAGE COURTESY OF VANESSA PATRICK

APRIL 25 - MAY 2 
2019

FOOD & DRINK continued page 25

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE from page 23

24 • Sun • April 25 - May 2, 2019 • www.santamariasun.com



25
Room available to members. ongoing, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
805-686-2603. roblarwinery.com. Roblar Winery, 3010 
Roblar Ave., Santa Ynez.

STANDING SUN: TASTING ROOM HOURS 
Visit site for Cellar Club details and more info. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-691-9413. 
standingsunwines.com. Standing Sun Wines, 92 2nd 
St., Unit D, Buellton, 805-691-9413.

WINE TASTING AT KALYRA Offering varietals from 
all over the world. Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 805-693-8864. 
kalyrawinery.com. Kalyra Winery, 343 N. Refugio Road, 
Santa Ynez.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

LOMPOC WINE FACTORY TASTINGS This tasting 
room highlights community-based winemaking. 
Features various member winemakers. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. 805-243-8398. 
lompocwinefactory.com. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. 
D St., Lompoc.

TASTING AT MONTEMAR WINES Offering 
handcrafted wines, charcuterie, and cheeses. Fridays-
Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 805-735-5000. facebook.com/
montemarwines. Montemar Wines, 1501 E. Chestnut 
Ave., Lompoc.

WINE TASTING AT FLYING GOAT CELLARS This 
winery specializes in Pinot Noir and sparkling wine. 
Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 805-736-
9032. flyinggoatcellars.com. Flying Goat Cellars, 1520 
Chestnut Court, Lompoc.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

 FLAVORS OF SLO A benefit for United Way of SLO 
County. Features food, wine, beer, live music, and 
more. All ages welcome. May 4, 12-4 p.m. $10-$50. 
my805tix.com. Mission Plaza, 989 Chorro St, San Luis 
Obispo.

FRIDAY NIGHT PINT NIGHT Buy logo glass for 
$8 and bring it in every Friday for $2 off refills. Wine 
offered at happy hour pricing. Fridays, 4-10 p.m. Free. 
805-868-7133. 7sistersbrewing.com/events-page. 
7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. Suite 
110, San Luis Obispo.

GEEKS WHO DRINK PUB QUIZ 8 rounds of audio, 
visual, and live hosted trivia with prizes. Thursdays, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 805-868-7133. 7SistersBrewing.
com. 7Sisters Brewing Company, 181 Tank Farm Rd. 
Suite 110, San Luis Obispo.

MONTHLY PANCAKE BREAKFAST Enjoy 
pancakes, eggs, bacon, and juice and meet new and 
old friends. Proceeds support local non-profits like 
Edna4H, RISE SLO, and the hall’s Raise the Solar 
Roof project. First Sunday of every month, 8-11 a.m. 
through Dec. 2 $7. 805-543-0639. SLO Guild Hall, 
2880 Broad St., San Luis Obispo, sloguildhall.com.

SLO PRODUCE EXCHANGE Gathering twice a 
month for neighbors to exchange excess fruit, veggies, 
baked goods, plants, crafts, etc. First Saturday of 
every month, 10-10:30 a.m. Free. 818-489-7085. 
Natural Food Co-op, 2494 Victoria Ave., San Luis 
Obispo.

TASTE OF SLO: WALKING FOOD TOUR Visit five 
different destinations in downtown SLO per tour. All 
food and drinks are included. Mondays, Saturdays, 
1-4 p.m. through Sept. 5 $85. 320-420-9853. 
tasteofslowalkingfoodtour.com. Downtown SLO, 
Higuera St., San Luis Obispo.

TRIVIA Hosted by Brain Stew Trivia. German food from 
Beda’s Biergarden available 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesdays, 
7-9 p.m. Bang The Drum Brewery, 950 Orcutt Road, 
San Luis Obispo, 242-8372, bangthedrumbrewery.
com/.

WINE TASTING AT CROMA VERA Wines also 
available by the glass and bottle. Club members enjoy 
special pricing and exclusive benefits. Mondays, 
Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. $14. 805-946-1685. 
cromavera.com/tastingroom/. Croma Vera Wines, 
3592 Broad St., Ste. 106, San Luis Obispo.

WOODSTOCK’S SLO PINT NIGHT With the first 
pint as low as $5, Woodstock’s gives half-off refills in 
the same glass. Wednesdays, 8-11 p.m. Free. 805-541-
4420. woodstocksslo.com. Woodstock’s Pizza, 1000 
Higuera St, San Luis Obispo.

WOODSTOCK’S SLO TRIVIA NIGHT For trivia 
aficionados and fun-lovers in general alike. Tuesdays, 
9-11 p.m. Free. 805-541-4420. woodstocksslo.com/
events/. Woodstock’s Pizza, 1000 Higuera St, San Luis 
Obispo. 

NORTH SLO COUNT Y

BURGER SUNDAY WITH LONE MADRONE 
Guests can enjoy elevated lamb, beef, and portobello 
mushroom burgers grilled by Chef Jeffery Scott. 
Sundays, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Starts at $14. 805-238-
0845. Lone Madrone Winery, 5800 Adelaida Rd, Paso 
Robles, lonemadrone.com. ❍
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Annual Coin & 
Collectible Show

Bring this ad for 
your chance to win a prize!

Ad sponsored by

May 4th, 2019 • 9am - 4pm
Elwin Mussell Senior Center

510 E. Park Avenue, Santa Maria
Presented by: Santa Maria Coin Club 

ALWAYS FREE ADMISSION & APPRAISALS 
CHILDREN WELCOME

COINS BOUGHT & SOLD

805-937-1250
Call for Reservations 

1.888.584.6374
www.raggedpointinn.com

Local’s Special
 $249 ROOM 

INCLUDES
One $70 Dinner Voucher 
& Two Breakfast Entrées 

Expires 05/18/19

Not valid with any other promotions, discounts, 
or groups, subject to rate availability, some 

restrictions apply, please mention “Sun” 
and present when checking in, advance 

reservations necessary.
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BY CALEB WISEBLOOD

Virginia-born artist Eli Cook 
grew up in Albemarle County, 
amid the foothills of the 

Blue Ridge Mountains. If I was 
on Jeopardy and one of the Daily 
Double categories was “mountain 
ranges,” there’s very little chance 
I’d bet anything higher than 
zero—unless the question pertains 
to the Disneyland trinity (Space, 
Splash, and Thunder). That’s why 
it surprised me how familiar the name Blue Ridge sounded to me, until 
finally realizing it’s the mountain range John Denver sings about in “Take 
Me Home, Country Roads.” 
 Alex, is it too late to change my bet? I’m having a Slumdog Millionaire 
moment that I’d like to take advantage of.
 Like Denver, Cook dabbles in more than a few genres, including country 
and rock. But blues is the sound Cook’s most known for, though he often 
combines his stylings with genres as seemingly diverse as grunge. But that 
specific pair isn’t as eclectic as most might assume in Cook’s opinion. He has 
described both genres as offering mutual, authentic expressions of angst. 
 With that philosophy in mind, it makes sense that Cook first picked 
up a guitar at one of the angstiest ages of all—13—after watching his 
older brother play. By 15, he was already performing solo shows, without 
ever taking a single formal lesson. At 18, the young artist found himself 
opening for blues legend B.B. King. Cook would go on to record six studio 
albums, all before turning 30. At 31, he released his seventh and latest 
album, High-Dollar Gospel.
 “I was brainstorming ideas that would evoke the imagery of the 
American South,” Cook said in press materials on coming up with 
the album’s title, which basically means “profitable church music” if 
interpreted literally.
 “The two phrases [high-dollar and gospel] together can have several 
connotations, but the one I think of is the feeling of disillusionment that seems 
to be more and more pervasive,” Cook said. “I think a lot of young people 
feel a sense of apathy and a loss in direction, generally speaking. People need 
inspiration, and it seems like that is becoming harder to come by.”
 Cook will be performing an acoustic concert at the Radisson Hotel in 
Santa Maria on Sunday, April 28. The show starts at 3 p.m. in the hotel’s 
main ballroom. The performance will include animated projections 
provided by locally owned media company Yippee Ki-Ay Blues. General 

admission is $20. Tickets for seniors, military, and veterans are $10. A 
portion of the concert’s proceeds will be donated to Generation Blues, 
a music scholarship offered by The Blues Foundation. Visit blues.org/
generation-blues to find out more. 
 The Radisson Hotel is located at 3455 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria. For 
tickets and more information, visit yippeekiayblues.com. 

Take the high road
 Surf and folk rock group Hoodlum Friends will cover a variety of 
upbeat and recognizable instrumentals at the Cold Spring Tavern on 
Friday, April 26, from 6 to 9 p.m. The tavern also hosts singer/songwriter 
Sean Wiggins on Saturday, April 27, from 1 to 4 p.m. Wiggins performs 
originals and covers from various genres including pop, rock, country, 
and R&B. Americana and soft rock band Paradise Road—known for 
their mellow vibe reminiscent of Fleetwood Mac, Amy Mann, and Carole 
King—perform the same day from 5 to 8 p.m.
 The weekend concludes with blues and rags duo Tom Ball and Kenny 
Sultan on Sunday, April 28, from 1:15 to 4 p.m., followed by jazz/swing 
band Spencer the Gardener, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Admission to each 
performance at Cold Spring Tavern is free. Call (805) 967-0066 or visit 
coldspringtavern.com for more details.

More music
 Vino et Amicis Wine Bar in Orcutt presents soul artist Will Bremen 
on Friday, April 26, from 6 to 9 p.m. The bar also hosts rock cover group 
Sun Dragons on Saturday, April 27, from 6 to 9 p.m. Also in Orcutt, 
local singer/songwriter Kenny Taylor will perform at Naughty Oak 

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

THE ALASTAIR GREENE BAND LIVE Food 
and drinks available for purchase. No outside food 
or drinks allowed. May 5, 4:30 p.m. Cold Spring 
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-
967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.
html.

BACK POCKET LIVE Food and drinks available for 
purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. May 4, 
5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., 
Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, coldspringtavern.
com/entertainment.html.

BEAR REDELL LIVE May 4, 1-5 p.m. Maverick 
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-
4785, mavericksaloon.org.

THE BRYAN TITUS TRIO LIVE April 26, 8 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

DUSTY JUGZ LIVE April 27, 8 p.m. Maverick 
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-
4785, mavericksaloon.org.

AN EVENING WITH SCOTTY MCCREERY 
Country music star and American Idol winner, Scotty 
McCreery performs. A benefit for the Solvang 
Festival Theater with all proceeds going into 
maintenance of the venue. April 27, 8-10 p.m. $65-
$145. 805-686-1789. solvangfestivaltheater.org. 
Solvang Festival Theater, 420 2nd St., Solvang.

GREEN FLAG SUMMER LIVE Food and drinks 
available for purchase. No outside food or drinks 
allowed. May 4, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

THE JACK MCCAIN BAND LIVE Food and drinks 
available for purchase. No outside food or drinks 
allowed. April 26, 6-9 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 
5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-
0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

THE JUST DAVE BAND LIVE May 4, 8 p.m. 
Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 
805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

ODDLY STRAIGHT LIVE Food and drinks 
available for purchase. No outside food or drinks 
allowed. May 3, 6 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

PARADISE ROAD LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
April 27, 5-8 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SEAN WIGGINS LIVE Food and drinks available 
for purchase. No outside food or drinks allowed. 
April 27, 1-4 p.m. Cold Spring Tavern, 5995 
Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-967-0066, 
coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

SPENCER THE GARDENER LIVE Food and 
drinks available for purchase. No outside food or 
drinks allowed. April 28, 4:30 p.m. Cold Spring 
Tavern, 5995 Stagecoach Rd., Santa Barbara, 805-

Live Music Blues 
cruise
Eli Cook performs 
acoustic show at 
Santa Maria’s 
Radisson Hotel

LOCAL NOTES
PHOTO COURTESY OF YIPPEE KI-AY BLUES

WHAT’S COOKING?: Blues artist Eli Cook will be performing at the Radisson Hotel in Santa Maria on Sunday, April 28. 
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BOOK
SALE

Books for Anyone & 
Everyone!

May 6 -11, 2019
11am–5pm

Sponsored by

For more information call: (805) 925-7116     
or friendso� hesmpl@outlook.com

NEW LOCATION
Santa Maria Town Center East

(upstairs) ADMISSION IS ALWAYS FREE

WED-SAT 11-4

412 S. MCCLELLAND ST., SM
(805) 614-0806 

Premium Plan
Copay

• Are you turning 65?
• Are you currently on Medicare/Medi-Cal? 

FREE CONSULTATION!

ANNE CRAVELLO
(805) 268-4455

801 S. Broadway, Suite 15
(inside the Historic Santa Maria Inn)

Lic #0L48767

$0  
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Brewing Company on Friday, April 26, at 
6 p.m. Admission to the concert is free, but 
food from BBQ in the Stix will be available for 
purchase. Only a few miles north, solo artist 
Logan Landress will perform at Moxie Cafe 
in Santa Maria on Thursday, April 25, from 5 
to 7:30 p.m. The cafe also hosts pop rock cover 
band The Wavebreakers on Friday, April 26, 
and alternative rock/indie folk group Carter on 
Saturday, April 27, with both shows from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. 
 Head the opposite direction to catch Americana 
band Angie and the Nightmares at Sort This 
Out Cellars in Solvang on Friday, April 26, from 
7 to 10 p.m. Influences of this Lompoc-based 
group—formerly known as The Luck—include 

Willie Nelson, Patsy Kline, Lily 
Allen, and Ben Folds. Blues/
rock band Hot Roux will take 
the tasting room’s center stage 
the following day, Saturday, 
April 27, from 7 to 10 p.m. Also 
in the Santa Ynez Valley, The 
Bryan Titus Trio performs at 
the Maverick Saloon on Friday, 
April 26, at 8 p.m. The saloon 
also hosts Dusty Jugz on 
Saturday, April 27, at 8 p.m. ❍

Calendar Editor Caleb 
Wiseblood wrote this week’s 
Local Notes. Contact him at 
cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com. 

M U S I C

967-0066, coldspringtavern.com/entertainment.html.

TEX PISTOLS LIVE May 3, 1-5 p.m. Maverick 
Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, 
mavericksaloon.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

SIP MUSIC CLUB Pairing music and local wine with 4 
seasonal releases each calendar year. Price includes 3 
VIP access tickets to each SipMusic event, and 1 album 
and 1 bottle of premium wine every 3 months. ongoing 
$40. Lompoc Wine Factory, 321 N. D St., Lompoc, 805-
243-8398, lompocwinefactory.com.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

JINEANNE CODERRE: EP RELEASE SHOW 
Damon Castillo Band will open. Wine will be available for 
purchase. May 3, 5-8 p.m. Presqu’ile 
Winery, 5391 Presqu’ile Dr., Santa Maria, 
805-937-8110, presquilewine.com.

LOGAN LANDRESS LIVE April 25, 5 
p.m. Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. McCoy Ln., Santa 
Maria, 805-361-2900, moxiecafe.com.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES Live 
acts include Back Bay Betty, The Jill 
Knight Band, Crisptones, Drive-In 
Romeos, Unfinished Business, and 
Sound Investment. May 3-Oct. 4 
Trilogy at Monarch Dunes, 1640 Trilogy 
Pkwy, Nipomo, (805) 621-7838.

THE SUN DRAGONS LIVE April 27, 
6 p.m. Vino et Amicis, 156 S. Broadway, 
Orcutt, 805-631-0496, vinoetamicis.com.

THE WAVEBREAKERS BAND 
PLAYS MOXIE CAFE Covering 
popular music of the 1950s to the 
1980s. April 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. 
moxiecafe.com/. Moxie Cafe, 1317 W. 
McCoy Ln., Santa Maria, 805-361-2900.

WILL BREMEN LIVE April 26, 6 p.m. 
Vino et Amicis, 156 S. Broadway, Orcutt, 
805-631-0496, vinoetamicis.com.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y 

HOT SWINGIN’ JAZZ The Pub 
Crawlers from Sacramento and the Tevis 
Ranger Junior High School Jazz Band 

form Bakersfield will be playing. April 28, 1-4:30 p.m. 
$5-$10. 805-937-8402. pismojazz.com. Pismo Veterans 
Memorial Hall, 780 Bello St., Pismo Beach.

JIM CONROY W/BRUCE BECK AT PUFFER’S Jim 
Conroy and Bruce Beck perform a myriad of music. 
May 2, 7-10 p.m. Puffers of Pismo, 781 Price St., Pismo 
Beach, 805-773-6563, puffersofpismo.com/.

SONGWRITERS AT PLAY: MISS VALERI LOPEZ 
Miss Valeri Lopez is a singer-songwriter who grew up in 
Los Angeles and got her start performing original tunes 
in notable Hollywood venues. May 1, 6-8:30 p.m. Free; 
tips accepted. 805-489-9099. songwritersatplay.com. 
Branch Street Deli, 203 E. Branch St., Arroyo Grande.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

CAL POLY CLARINETFEST A two-hour celebration 
of all things clarinet. Featuring the Cal Poly Clarinet 

Ensemble and guest artists in both solo and ensemble 
performances. May 5, 6 p.m. Free. 805-756-2406. 
music.calpoly.edu/calendar/. Cal Poly Davidson Music 
Center, Room 218, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.

MONUMENTS OF JEWISH TRADITION San Luis 
Obispo Master Chorale will perform two mid-twentieth 
century works. April 28, 3-5 p.m. $20-$50. 805-756-
4849. slomasterchorale.org. Performing Arts Center, 1 
Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

RISE UP AND ROCK: A BENEFIT CONCERT 
SUPPORTING SURVIVORS An afternoon of music, 
entertainment, and activities for the whole family. 
Features music from The Bogeys, HOT TINA, and Brass 
Mash. April 27, 2-7 p.m. $15-$25. 805-226-5400. 
riseslo.org/upcoming_events.php. SLO Brew Rock, 855 
Aerovista Pl., San Luis Obispo.

SLO SYMPHONY PRESENTS: BEETHOVEN 
“EROICA” Close out your Symphony season with one of 
the greatest masterpieces in the world of music. May 4, 
7:30-9:30 p.m. $20-$87. 805-756-4849. slosymphony.
org/concerts/beethoven-eroica/. Performing Arts 
Center, 1 Grand Ave., San Luis Obispo.

DJ/DANCE
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KRAZY COUNTRY HONKY-TONK THURSDAY 
Thursdays, 6 p.m. Maverick Saloon, 3687 Sagunto St., 
Santa Ynez, 805-686-4785, mavericksaloon.org.

LOMPOC/ VANDENBERG

THIRSTY THURSDAYS WITH DJ VEGA Playing 
today’s and yesterday’s hits. No cover charge. Bring 
your dancing shoes. Thursdays, 9 p.m.-2:30 a.m. Free. 
805-478-3980. DJ’s Saloon, 724 E Ocean Ave., Lompoc.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

805 NIGHTS For ages 21-and-over only. Come 
enjoy dancing to your favorite music videos. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Free. 805-219-0977. 
Anthony’s, 859 Guadalupe St, Guadalupe.

HULA DANCING Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. 805-598-6772. 
Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

LINE DANCING Mondays, 6:30-9 p.m. $5. 805-310-
1827. Oasis Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., Orcutt.

NIGHTLIFE AT RANCHO BOWL Enjoy DJ’s 6 nights 
a week in the Rancho Bar and Lounge. For ages 21-and-

over. Tuesdays-Sundays, 9 p.m. Free. 805-925-2405. 
ranchobowl.com/nightlife. Rancho Bowl, 128 E Donovan 
Rd., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

DJ CAMOTE Thursdays, 5 p.m. Harry’s Night Club And 
Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805-773-
1010, harryspismobeach.com.

DJ DRUMZ AT MONGO’S Fridays Free. 805-489-
3639. mongossaloon.com. Mongo’s Saloon, 359 W. 
Grand Ave., Grover Beach.

KARAOKE/OPEN MIC
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY

KARAOKE AT SOLVANG BREW Thursdays Free. 
Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 Mission Dr., Solvang, 
805-688-2337.

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT SOLVANG BREW 
Wednesdays Free. Solvang Brewing Company, 1547 
Mission Dr., Solvang, 805-688-2337.

SANTA MARIA VALLEY/ LOS ALAMOS

KARAOKE WITH DJ RICARDO Thursdays, 9-11:30 
p.m. spotoneventservices.com. Blast 825 Brewery, 241 
S Broadway St., Ste. 101, Orcutt, 805-934-3777.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE Guests are 
welcome to take the stage and sing. Wednesdays, 9 
p.m.-1:30 a.m. 805-863-8292. Louie B’s, 213 E. Main 
St., Santa Maria.

SOUTH COAST SLO COUNT Y

FRONT ROW KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. 773-1010. 
Harry’s Night Club And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., 
Pismo Beach, harryspismobeach.com.

JAWZ KARAOKE Thursdays, 9 p.m. Harry’s Night Club 
And Beach Bar, 690 Cypress St., Pismo Beach, 805-
773-1010, harryspismobeach.com.

KARAOKE WITH DJ SAM Sundays Mongo’s Saloon, 
359 W. Grand Ave., Grover Beach, 805-489-3639.

SAN LU IS OBISPO

KARAOKE NIGHT SUNDAYS AT BUFFALO PUB 
AND GRILL Sundays, 8 p.m. Free. 805-544-5155. 
Buffalo Pub And Grill, 717 Higuera St., San Luis Obispo. ❍

MUSIC LISTINGS from page 26

SING STREET: Soft rock band Paradise Road performs at Cold Spring Tavern on 
Saturday, April 27

TAILORED: Local singer/songwriter Kenny Taylor performs at 
Naughty Oak Brewing Company on Friday, April 26

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENNY TAYLORPHOTO COURTESY OF COLD SPRING TAVERN

BEAR NECESSITIES
Pop artist Bear Redell performs at the Maverick Saloon 
on May 4, from 1 to 5 p.m. Although based in Los Angeles, 
Redell is known locally for winning Teen Star Santa 
Barbara in 2011 at age 14. The Maverick Saloon is 
located at 3687 Sagunto St., Santa Ynez. Call (805) 686-
4785 or visit themavsaloon.com to find out more.

—C.W.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEAR REDELL

LOCAL NOTES from page 26

Mother’s Day 
Is Around
The Corner 
May 12th
Order today 

Flower Carriage
2255 S. Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454
805-922-0578

WE HAVE MOVED
Santa Maria Nephrology 

Medical Group

www.SANTAMARIANEPHROLOGY.COM

HATEM MEZHER  MD
ARASHDEEP POONIA MD

BOARD CERTIFIED IN NEPHROLOGY
& INTERNAL MEDICINE

1505 SHEPARD DRIVE, SUITE 103

SANTA MARIA • (805) 287- 9711
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FLORENCE + THE MACHINE W/ PERFUME GENIUS .  .  .  .  .  .MAY 12+13
KALI UCHIS + JORJA SMITH .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . MAY 17
FATHER JOHN MISTY / JASON ISBELL AND THE 400 UNIT  . JUN 07 
TRAIN / GOO GOO DOLLS W/ ALLEN STONE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUN 11
NATHANIEL RATELIFF & THE NIGHT SWEATS W/ LUCIUS  .  .  .  .  . JUL 20
THE HEAD AND THE HEART W/ HIPPO CAMPUS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUL 23
THE RACONTEURS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . JUL 27
LIONEL RICHIE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 06
ELVIS COSTELLO / BLONDIE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 07
YOUNG THE GIANT / FITZ & THE TANTRUMS W/ ALICE MERTON  . AUG 08
JOJO SIWA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 11
SEBASTIAN MANISCALCO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 17
THE AVETT BROTHERS W/ LAKE STREET DIVE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 24
IRATION W/ PEPPER, FORTUNATE YOUTH, KATASTRO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUG 25
JOSH GROBAN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SEP 05
MAGGIE ROGERS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SEP 17
MARK KNOPFLER .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SEP 20
GARY CLARK JR W/ MICHAEL KIWANUKA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SEP 27
BANDA MS DE SERGIO LIZARRAGA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SEP 29
JIMMY BUFFETT & THE CORAL REEFER BAND .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .OCT 16
HOZIER W/FREYA RIDINGS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .OCT 24

SBBOWL .COM   SBBOWL   

SBB_SMS_190425_v2.indd   1 4/22/19   4:51 PM

TICKETS 922-8313  |  BOX OFFICE 12:30-7PM WED-SAT, SUN 5PM  | PCPA.ORG  |   

PA C I F I C  C O N S E R VAT O RY  T H E AT R E

Smith ElectricSmith ElectricSmith Electric
(805) 621-5000

MECHANICAL  ELECTRICAL  PLUMBING

smith-electric.com
1340 W. Betteravia Rd, Santa Maria

se habla español
805-868-0954

Spring Special:
$25 off any service
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BY REBECCA ROSE

Artist Chris 
Chapman grew 
up in Southern 

California, where 
she formed a strong 
bond with the distinct 
regional elements of 
nature. Warm, wide-
open spaces filled with 
seasonal highlights of 
the landscape formed 
the backbone of a 
career she would devote to art and preservation.
 “It’s just something I’ve always loved,” she said. “I’m someone who is 
observant, and I love to observe nature.”
 Chapman will bring her natural talents for art and her keen observation 
skills to the Wildling Museum in Solvang for a workshop on May 18 titled 
Botanical Illustration: Flowers, Plants, and Trees. Chapman is known for 
her botanical illustrations, a format she’s been working in for many years. 
 Botanical art traces its history back more than 1,500 years when a 
Roman army doctor began to record medicinal plants and herbs. By the 
18th century, botanical illustrators were in high demand, as materials and 
processes for painting improved and exhaustively detailed pieces could 
be produced as a manner of scientific or academic record. Artists such as 
Sydenham Edwards and Austrian illustrator Ferdinand Bauer produced 
many remarkable pieces during the late 18th century. 
 Today botanical paintings and illustrations remain in high demand, 
but not for scientists—for collectors and art appreciators. It’s a popular 
format that has made its transition from the pages of dusty tomes to 
merchandise such as tote bags and gift cards, a relic of the past thriving 
in the age of Pinterest.
 For artists such as Chapman, a renowned illustrator and conservationist 
who lives in the Santa Ynez Valley, the format merges two of her greatest 
passions.
 “I had been a painter for a number of years, and I always loved to 
garden,” Chapman said. “So it was a natural fit. It’s the act of looking close 

up that I find heightens my senses.”
    Chapman said a big part of the joy 
of painting botanicals is working in 
accordance with the seasons. California 
is a region of seasonality, and with that 
comes a big range in subject matter over 
the course of a year. For artists, that’s a 
gold mine of versatility in their work. 
    “You realize the whole purpose of the 
plant is working in accordance with 
the seasons,” Chapman said. “It works 
to flower and fruit and drop it’s leaves. 
Even the leaf structure works with 
the life span of the plant. I find it very 
meditative.”

 Currently, Chapman is working on a series of botanicals focused 
on springtime. She said she specifically likes to focus on native plants, 
especially those indigenous to the Central Coast and Santa Barbara 
County. 
 The region has many vibrant and unique flora; in the oak woodlands 
alone there are a lot of yarrow, sages, coastal sage scrub, and more.
 “In our foothills, into the hard chaparral, there’s the ceanothus 
[California lilac], mountain mahogany, and manzanitas,” Chapman 
said. “It’s really fun to go from the beach with the coastal sunflowers up 
through those layers of chaparral, which follows the geology of our area 
as well.” 
 For novices who want to try their hand at botanical illustration, 
Chapman suggests starting with some basic tools. A pencil and a soft 

white eraser are a good way to begin building a toolbox, she said. Her own 
process involves some unique steps to ensure she gets the image she wants.
 “I usually start with a loose drawing in my sketchbook with a softer 
pencil,” she said. “Because it travels easier across the paper. I like to feel my 
way more freely with the initial sketch.”
 She then outlines the sketch and will often use a lightbox, tracing the 
original drawing onto watercolor paper, creating more exact lines with 
a pen over the pencil. This allows her to have a pristine surface on the 
watercolor paper, with no abrasions or eraser marks.
 In the upcoming workshop she plans to host at the Wildling, Chapman 
said she is asking her students to bring something from their own hyper-
local area (their home, office, commute, etc.). It’s a suggestion that applies 
to all beginners in the format, and the object doesn’t have to be a plant, 
either. Botanical painting techniques and theory don’t necessarily have to 
be limited to flora.
 “It could be a seashell,” Chapman said. “It could be a feather. But I like 
to encourage people to work from life, if possible.”
 Painting from real objects as opposed to photographs encourages artists 
to have more tactile interaction with their subject matter. A vase of flowers, 
for example, can be moved, allowing the artist to observe the varying ways 
light plays on different angles and textures.
 “You can turn it around and see where the stems branch,” Chapman said. 
“Whether they’re pairs or alternating, and how the leaves clasp together, or if 
they are separate —all that is a big eye opener and is rather magical.” ❍

Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose is part of the local fauna. Contact her 
at rrose@santamariasun.com. 
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The Art of Dress opens  
at Elverhoj Museum
 The opening reception for The Art of Dress, a new group 
show at Elverhoj Museum of History and Art in Solvang, takes 
place on Saturday, April 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. The exhibit features 
works by 20 artists who will be present at the reception for 
the public to meet with. Artists were asked to submit works 
of various media that illustrate interpretations of the word 
“dress.” 
 “Visitors will find a fascinating range of interpretations 
presented throughout the installation,” Esther Jacobsen, the 

museum’s executive director, said in a press release. “From 
classic dress to unwearable garments made of contemporary 
materials, we invite the public to come experience the 
connections of shape and volume, color and pattern, design 
and materials—both traditional and repurposed.”
 The 20 featured artists are: Georganne Alex; Quoï 
Alexander; Carole Coduti; Jess Conti; Xiuhong Feng; Colleen 
M. Kelly; Isabella Kelly-Ramirez; Veronica Walmsley Lambert; 
R.T. Livingston; Margaret Matson; Virginia McCracken; Syd 
McCutcheon; Susan Owens; Tara Patrick; Linda Pearl; Keith 
Puccinelli; Gwen Samuels; Susan Tibbles; Laura Wilkinson; 
and Sara Woodburn. 
 Admission to the opening reception is free, and light 
refreshments will be available for guests to enjoy.
 The Art of Dress will remain on display through Aug. 4. A 
“last call” reception will take place on Aug. 3 from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. Elverhoj Museum of History and Art is located at 1624 
Elverhoy Way, Solvang. Call (805) 686-1211 or visit elverhoj.
org for more information.

Sideways car display 
benefits local  
summer camp
 The owners of the red Saab featured in the 2004 film 
Sideways are partnering with Summer in the Park to raise funds 
to support the latter’s free summer camp program for children 
ages 3 to 13 in Los Alamos. The car will be on display at the 
Foxen Vineyard and Winery’s tasting room in Santa Maria on 
Saturday, May 11, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free but 
donations will be accepted. 
 Guests will have the opportunity to get their photos taken 
in the Saab, which was driven by Paul Giamatti’s character in 
the Central Coast-based comedy. The film was shot on location 
in Buellton, Solvang, Los Olivos, Santa Maria, and Lompoc and 
is credited for bringing worldwide attention to Santa Barbara 

County wine country. 
 The Foxen Vineyard and Winery’s tasting room, aka 
The Shack, is located at 7200 Foxen Canyon Road, Santa 
Maria. Call (805) 937-4251 or visit foxenvineyard.com to 
find out more. ❍

Arts Briefs is compiled by Calendar Editor Caleb Wiseblood. Send 
information to cwiseblood@newtimesslo.com. 

Arts Briefs IMAGES COURTESY OF CHRIS CHAPMAN

SMALL DETAILS: Botanical illustration is a genre that dates back centuries. Contemporary artists such as Chris Chapman 
embrace the style as a way of celebrating local flora and conservationism. Chapman will lead a workshop on the method on May 18 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Wildling Museum in Solvang. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRIS CHAPMAN

BLOOMING LADY: Chris Chapman, a Santa Ynez Valley artist, will lead a workshop on botanical 
illustration on May 18 at the Wildling Museum. Chapman said she started doing botanical art 
because it combined her love of painting and gardening. 

Go wild
 The Wildling Museum presents 
Botanical Illustration: Flowers, Plants, 
and Trees, on May 18 from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The class is $60/$70 with 
supplies fee. Participants are asked 
to bring their own objects to paint. The 
museum is located at 1511 Mission 
Drive, suite B, Solvang. Register online 
at wildlingmuseum.org; for more 
information call (805) 686-8315.

Botanical 
beauties
Botanical painting provides 
a way to have a closer 
relationship with 
nature and art

ART SCENE

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROLE CODUTI

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES



30

ADOPT DON’T 
SHOP!

Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter
548 W. Foster Road, Santa Maria

This ad is sponsored by the 

WWW.SBCPHD.ORG/AS

ADOPT ME!
Please Give Me 

a Forever Home!

Margo is a spunky, loving 
girl who loves her walks 

and everyone.
Stop by any one of our three 

shelters to fi nd your furever friend:    

548 W. Foster · Santa Maria
1501 W. Central · Lompoc

5473 Overpass Rd · Santa Barbara

Margo

BuelltonBrewFest.
com

50+ Breweries, Cideries, 
Wineries & Spirits!

Saturday, 
May 4th

Live  Entertainment: 
Featuring Richie Rey 

Cadillac Angels & DJ Hecktik

Saturday, 

fuego eventsen Proudly produced by

Event & Festival Management

Vendors! Music! Food Trucks! 
Lawn Games & More! 

River View Park 
Buellton 

11:30a – 4:30p 

Bus Pickups from Santa Barbara, 
Goleta, Santa Maria & Lompoc

A R T S ART SCENE

BY REBECCA ROSE

Local writer Tony Piazza is the author of five 
mystery novels featuring private investigator 
Tom Logan, including Anything Short of 

Murder, A Murder Amongst Angels, Murder is 
Such Sweet Revenge, Murder Will Out, and his 
latest, Murder in the Cards. He is also the author 
of The Curse of the Crimson Dragon, as well as a 
memoir titled Bullitt Points, a detailed account 
of his family’s participation in the 1968 Steve 
McQueen film Bullitt. 
 In his most recent book, set in the 1930s, 
protagonist Tom Logan and his wife, Rita, 
are investigating a strange murder when they 
are invited to a Halloween party by Charles 
Randolph at his mysterious castle atop a Central 
Coast hill. The case involves fortune telling, tarot 
card readings, and a seance featuring the ghost 
of a dead actress as they try to figure out which of 
Randolph’s guests is the killer. 
 The Sun spoke to Piazza about his latest work 
and what fans and new readers can expect. 

Sun: Tell us about the Tom Logan series and 
what it’s all about.
Piazza: The Tom Logan series started with 
the Turner Classic Movie site. That’s where 
I started blogging about working in the film 
industry. I decided to pad it out and started 
with Anything Short of Murder. The audience 
that I had back then sort of dictated the kind of 
story that I wanted to write because they loved 
film noir, they loved old Hollywood movies, 
and I love detective stories, and I felt there was a 
way to weave in a lot of Hollywood history and 
landmarks. So that’s what started the series. 

Sun: What do you like so much about writing 
Logan? What makes him a fun character to write?
Piazza: He is sort of an amalgam of many of the 
characters of the 1930s that I enjoyed, like Philip 
Marlowe or Sam Spade, and I’d always liked that 
sarcastic, world-weary type of detective. He was 
the typical hero from that era I’d always enjoyed 
reading about. I started him off like that but 
as time went on I started weaving a lot of other 
personalities into him, including my father and 
some of myself. That’s where some of the humor 
comes in. He’s all of that. It’s strange but when 
you start writing characters, they start taking on 
a life all their own. I found that Logan, Rita, and 
Red and all of those characters now have become 
very real to me. I hear from other readers too 
who are interested in what direction these 
characters are going in. 

Sun: Where does Murder in the Cards pick up 
with Tom Logan? 
Piazza: Murder in the Cards is a direct sequel 
from Murder is Such Sweet Revenge, which 
is actually two books ago. At the very end of 
Murder is Such Sweet Revenge, I had a teaser. 
Rita and Tom had gone on their honeymoon 
and gone to San Diego, which got ruined by a 
murder they had to solve. So at the very end 
they get a second chance for a honeymoon at 

the Grand Canyon. But what happens is there is 
another murder, and Tom gets involved. It ends 
right there and that was just supposed to be a 
joke. But I started hearing from a lot of fans and 
when they heard Murder Will Out was coming 
they thought it was going to continue with the 
Grand Canyon murder. But when I decided to 
do Murder Will Out, I wanted to do a prequel 
and go back in time to prior to Anything Short 
of Murder. I wanted to experiment a little. … 
When I decided to do Murder in the Cards I 
thought it wouldn’t be fair to the readers if 
I don’t pick up where I left off at the Grand 
Canyon. I had to continue on from there. 

Sun: How does the Central Coast fit into the novel?  
Piazza: I’ve always been interested in writing 
something locally, about Santa Maria and the 
area around here. The first thing that came 
to my mind was William Randolph Hearst 
and Hearst Castle and the connection to the 
Santa Maria Inn. The Hollywood crowd always 
stopped off here before going up to the castle. 
I decided to put all of that together. The title 
Murder in the Cards came first, and from that I 
started building up this whole scenario ... then 
Hearst came into mind and all the big parties 
they used to have up there, and then I started 
thinking about cards, seances, and gypsies and 
just threw it into the cauldron, and the book is 
what popped out.

Sun: Do you have any plans yet for the next 
book in the series?
Piazza: When I’m traveling, I’m always 
thinking about what would be great plots for 
future books. Just recently we’ve been spending 
a lot of time going to the old movie ranches 
that are on the outskirts of Los Angeles, like 
Iverson Movie Ranch and Corriganville. They 
used to shoot a lot of old Westerns there ... I 
thought that might make an interesting follow-
up, if Logan and Rita end up going out on one 
of these ranches and a murder occurs. I’m 
working up on that angle right now. ❍

Arts and Lifestyle Writer Rebecca Rose has an 
alibi. Contact her at rrose@santamariasun.com.

Mystery man
Tony Piazza is out with his 
latest mystery novel,  
Murder in the Cards

Whodunnit
 Tony Piazza’s latest mystery novel, Murder in the Cards, 
is available for purchase through amazon.com. For more 
information, visit tonypiazza.wpengine.com.

IMAGE COURTESY OF TONY PIAZZA

MURDEROUS INTENTIONS: Central Coast author Tony 
Piazza recently released his fifth book in the Tom Logan 
mystery series, Murder in the Cards. Piazza’s book is set in 
1930s Hollywood and also features numerous local landmarks 
and nods to celebrities such as William Randolph Hearst and 
Marian Davies. 
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A R T S HUMOR

BY ROB KRIDER

On Sept. 8, 2000, during the principal year 
the Santa Maria Sun was published, the 
first installment of the Man Overboard 

column was printed. That initial 1,000-word 
article set the stage for what the column would 
be for many years. The column was about 
my kids—who were 1 and 4 years old at the 
time—a few self-depreciating jokes about 
me being an idiot father, and my wife, whom 
I love, who always seems to be a bit wiser 
than me. 
 Over the years, that same narrative took 
me and my family through stories about 
vasectomies, breast augmentation, junior high 
makeup disasters, car crashes, puppy potty 
training, and how to try to get an entire turkey 
out of a garbage disposal on Thanksgiving 
Day. Now, after 18 1/2 years, with 453 
columns about my wife, whom I love, being 
smarter than me, the Sun is setting on Man 
Overboard. It has been one hell of a journey.
 I want to thank the staff at the Sun for 
working every single day to get the paper 
published and distributed around the coast. 
If it wasn’t for all of their hard work, Man 
Overboard would be nothing more than a 
few random sentences sitting 
on my laptop hard drive. 
Because of the dedicated, 
hardworking staff at the 
Sun, I was able to share 
intimate stories with 
thousands of people and try 
to make them laugh.
 My goal for every Man 
Overboard story was to 
always be relatable to the 
average family guy. What 
I found over the years was 
that a lot of guys don’t read, 
and oddly the column was 
a huge hit with the female 
geriatric crowd. It threw 
me off in the early years 
that grandmas seemed to 
be the column’s biggest supporters, but 
then I realized grandmas have a sense of life 
accomplishment and wisdom that allows 
them to enjoy the true stories about a dumb-
ass dad trying desperately to keep his house 
on its foundation while always on the hunt to 
get some intimacy from his wife. “Honey! I 
unclogged the toilet. Can I be rewarded with 
sex?” Short answer … nope. 
 I’m grateful to my denture-clad female 
fans—you helped make the column a success.
The column’s tenure wove its way through 
some pretty awful events in history: 
Columbine, 9/11, and other disasters (like 
a particular presidential election). Man 
Overboard never touched on any of those 
tragedies. I wanted the column to be a 
distraction to all of the ugliness in the world, 
and I wanted people to enjoy a small chuckle 
while sitting outside a taco joint somewhere 
near the beach. 
 I worked hard to be as apolitical as possible. 
You can read my stories and not know if I was a 
religious man, a Republican, a drag queen, or if 
I bred hairless cats and sold them on Craigslist. 
Full disclosure: I’m none of those things. 
 You can read through 453 stories and not 
know what I really do for a living. Writing 
is actually not my profession. Yes, dream-
crusher information here for your aspiring 

writers: You can’t own a home by writing a 
small column every other week for a local 
newspaper. The column is just a side gig. It 
provides enough income to buy craft beer 
IPAs, which fuel further poor decision-
making and great future stories (I’m going to 
start to build this huge desk from Ikea half 
an hour before my wife has company coming 
over—she won’t mind).
 In actuality my day job is quite different 
from my not-job of writing funny stories 
about how much I hate Apple products. 
My actual profession: I’m a captain for the 
California Highway Patrol. This is a career I 
am immensely proud of, and I take great pride 
in wearing the tan uniform and providing 
safety, service, and security to people of this 
great state of California.  
 Then, after doing my part to save lives 
(Kids, do not text and drive!—I’m not joking 
here! Don’t do it!), when I go home at night, I 
fire up my laptop and write columns about our 
newest puppy (rescued from the freeway and 
adopted by my family) crapping on the carpet 
next to my side of the bed. Good morning, 
and there is something squishy between my 
toes. I think I may have to take the puppy back 

to the freeway.
 About halfway through 
my adventures writing the 
Man Overboard column, I 
wrote a book called Cadet 
Blues about surviving the 
California Highway Patrol 
Academy. The crazy part 
is people actually buy the 
book, although I don’t 
know if they have ever read 
it (and don’t care since they 
already paid me for it—
more IPA money). 
 After I graduated from 
the academy, the state 
of California sent me to 
work in Santa Barbara. We 
bought a house in Orcutt 

in 2000, the same year the Santa Maria Sun 
began, and I faxed in some funny stories to 
the editor (kids, ask your parents what a fax 
machine was). I walked in to the Sun a week 
later and told the editor who I was. She told 
me she didn’t have time for me and threw me 
out of the building. 
 Dejected but not beaten, I went home and 
faxed in more funny stories. A week later, I 
was hired as a freelance columnist, and Man 
Overboard was born. Now, 18 1/2 years later, 
Man Overboard will be laid to rest. Print 
media (like the fax machine) is struggling 
to survive in our digital world, and it’s 
understandable that changes have to be made. 
All good things must come to an end, and for 
me, this column was a really good thing.
 Thank you, Central Coast, for years of 
taking the time to read Man Overboard, and 
thank you to my children and my wife, whom 
I love, about whom I was allowed to write 
embarrassing stories. Without you, there 
would be no stories to tell. 
 Peace, love, and take no prisoners. m

Rob is currently on his beach cruiser heading 
to a taco shop. Check out his book, Cadet Blues 
on Amazon; it will make you laugh. To read 
more from Rob Krider or to contact him, go to 
robkrider.com.

The Sun sets on 
Man Overboard

Rob Krider
Man Overboard

Santa Maria Arts Council
Presents the 2019 

Grants Awards 
Honoring

Alex Posada

www.smartscouncil.org

Mr. Posada has been a supporter of the arts throughout his 
years as director of the Santa Maria Recreation and Parks 
Department by providing resources, event venues, and staff 
assistance to promote the arts throughout Santa Maria. Alex is active in the community as a board 
member and volunteer for the American Red Cross, a board member for Santa Maria Kiwanis for Kids, 
Inc., and serves as the CEO/President for the People for Leisure And Youth, Inc. He has been recognized as 
Citizen of the Year by the Chamber of Commerce, and served 9 years as a trustee for the Santa Barbara 
Foundation. His work has helped to ensure the vibrancy of the arts and culture in the city of Santa Maria. 

An evening of dazzling performances, hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
the opportunity to meet our promising new artists in  

music, dance, drama, and visual arts

5:30 Reception 
6:15 Performances & Awards
Purchase Tickets by April 29
An additional $10 at the door 
 Adults $30
 Students $20
 Children 5-11 $10
Order online: www.smartscouncil.org/showcase
Reservation Information: SMACShowcase@gmail.com

Monday, May 6
PCPA Marian Theatre
870 S. Bradley Road
Santa Maria
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32 AVENGERS: ENDGAME
What’s it rated? PG
Where’s it showing? Hi-Way Drive-In, Movies Lompoc, 
Parks Plaza, Santa Maria 14

NEWAnthony and Joe Russo (Captain America: Civil 
War) co-direct this follow-up to their 2018 film, 

Avengers: Infinity War, which resulted in Thanos turning half 
the universe’s population into dust. The remaining Avengers 
reassemble and work to undo Thanos’ destructive act and 
restore the universe. (181 min.)

—Glen Starkey

BREAKTHROUGH
What’s it rated? PG
What’s it worth? Matinee
Where’s it showing? Parks Plaza

PICKRoxann Dawson directs this biographical drama 
about Guatemalan teenager John Smith (Marcel 

Ruiz), who in early 2015, while playing with friends, fell 
through the ice on Lake St. Louis, drowned, and was rescued 
by first responder Tommy Shine (Mike Colter), and CPR was 
performed for 27 minutes. On the brink of death and in a 
coma, John’s religiously devout parents, Joyce (Chrissy Metz) 
and Brian (Josh Lucas), along with local pastor Jason Noble 
(Topher Grace), pray for the boy’s recovery.
 Essentially a sermon, the film will absolutely thrill the 
faithful. But unlike a lot of faith-based films, it also features 
a compelling true story and terrific performances that even 
non-Christians can enjoy. (116 min.)

—Glen

THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA
What’s it rated? R
What’s it worth? Rental
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc
 First-time director Michael Chaves helms this horror 
thriller about a social worker, Anna Tate-Garcia (Linda 
Cardellini), and her small children, Chris (Roman Christou) 
and Samantha (Jaynee-Lynne Kinchen), haunted by a 
supernatural entity. The evil spirit is none other than 
Mexican folklore’s La Llorona (Marisol Ramirez), the ghost 
of a woman who drowned her children in a moment of blind 
rage. After multiple ghastly encounters, Anna enlists help 
from Father Perez (Tony Amendola) and occult specialist 
Rafael Olvera (Raymond Cruz) to stop the spirit from 
harming her family.
 Although marketed as a standalone film, I was surprised 
to realize The Curse of La Llorona is part of The Conjuring 
Universe, basically the closest thing we have to a Marvel 
Cinematic Universe of horror movies. For those unfamiliar 
with the franchise, it started with 2013’s The Conjuring, 
and each film since has been either a prequel, a sequel, a 
spin-off, or even all three simultaneously. The connection 
in this case is barely one at all, however. Amendola reprises 

Alan Elliott and Sydney Pollack co-direct 
this documentary about soul singer 
Aretha Franklin with the choir at the 

New Bethel Baptist Church in Watts, Los 
Angeles, in January of 1972. (89 min.)

Glen: There’re a lot of amazing elements 
to this documentary. The fact that Sydney 
Pollack (This Property Is Condemned, 
They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?, Jeremiah 
Johnson, Three Days of the Condor, Tootsie, 
Out of Africa, The Firm) directed the 1972 
filming and is now given co-direction 
credit 11 years after his death is pretty 
amazing. The fact that this footage languished 
for 47 years before seeing the light of day is pretty 
amazing. I should also mention it’s a pretty 
rough edit, and there’re a lot of moments where 
the camera operators struggle to get into focus. 
None of that matters because the most amazing 
element of all is Aretha’s voice. She was 29 years 
old, and she’d had a string of popular R&B 
hits such as “I Say a Little Prayer,” “A Natural 
Woman,” “Respect,” Chain of Fools,” “Think,” 
“Do Right Woman—Do Right Man,” and many 
more, but she decided to return to her gospel 
roots in performances filmed over two days. 
The concerts’ live recordings yielded Amazing 
Grace, the best selling gospel album of all time. 
Watching her work with Rev. James Cleveland, 
a great gospel singer in his own right, the 
incredible music director Alexander Hamilton 
and the Southern California 
Community Choir, and members 
of her own band is mind-blowing. 
The concerts had an improvised, 
organic feel to them, similar to 
the call-and-response gospel 
sounds of black churches all 
over America. The difference 
is Aretha’s supple, nuanced, 
thrilling voice. It doesn’t matter if 
you’re religious or not, watching 
this film will fill you with the spirit. 
Anna: What an incredible event that must 
have been to experience in real life. It’s hard to 
explain the raw power behind Franklin’s voice, 
and paired with the moving message of gospel, 
she shines like nothing less than a goddess. 
Unlike most films that are focused on a story, 
this one is straight gospel from beginning to 
end, no interviews or cutaways, just Aretha, the 
audience, and preachers spreading the word. 
Toward the end of the film, Aretha’s father 

C.L. Franklin, a Baptist minister himself, gets 
up to talk about his daughter, and the glowing 
pride on his face and in his words is palpable. 
He is one proud papa, and the sheer joy of the 
congregation is wonderful. It’ll bring tears to 
your eyes—or at least it did for me. I’m not a 
churchgoer myself, but it was a good reminder 
of what it can be for some people. It’s crazy 
to think Franklin was only 29 when this was 
filmed—the woman was clearly a powerhouse 
from a young age! Her voice along with 
the choir, the nostalgic 1972 hairstyles and 
outfits—even with some focusing issues, this 
film still glitters like gold. I understand if gospel 
music isn’t your thing, but then again this 
movie may just change your mind. 
Glen: The scenes with her father on the second 
night were truly moving, but on the first 
night, when she closes with “Amazing Grace,” 

Rev. Cleveland, who was 
accompanying her on piano, 
became so overwhelmed 
himself that another pianist 
took over as Cleveland buried 
his face in his hands and wept, 
he was so overcome by Aretha’s 
voice and interpretation of 
the song. Much of the fun is 
watching the cameras scan over 
the lucky audience members 

as well as the choir singers, whose spontaneous 
reactions to Aretha’s performance are honest 
and raw. The close-ups on Aretha’s perspiring 
face, her eyes closed in solemn prayer, a serene 
Buddha-like glow of the divine all around her—
you know you’re witnessing a kind of magic, 
a kind of mass hysteria, a kind of miracle. It’s 
also fun when the camera catches The Rolling 
Stones frontman Mick Jagger in the back of 
the room on the second night. Obviously word 
got out after the first night, and Jagger had to 

see for himself. Everyone in that room hung 
on every note. At one point co-director Alan 
Elliott, who resurrected the footage, went to 
split screen, following Aretha’s performance on 
one half of the screen and the quick-stepping 
dancing of two women who couldn’t stay in 
their seats on the other. Remember the scene 
in The Blues Brothers (1980) with James Brown 
as the preacher and Jake and Elwood seeing the 
light and breaking into dance? That elaborately 
staged spectacle is Hollywood’s version of what 
Aretha Franklin, Rev. Cleveland, Alexander 
Hamilton, and the Southern California 
Community Choir created in real life over those 
two nights in 1972. We watched the film the 
day before Easter, and it’s all the church I need. 
Simply amazing!
Anna: People can barely contain themselves 
in the audience, and as you mentioned, 
occasionally they can’t! It’s almost like a 
cure-all—inescapable joy is radiating right out 
of the roof, and it’s tough to feel down after 
witnessing such united love. I’m so glad that 
this footage was saved and finally made it to the 
big screen. It’s one thing to hear the music but 
a whole other feast for the senses when you see 
it in the theater. It’s an experience, and seeing 
Aretha feels like a treat. I can hardly imagine 
those in the audience don’t bow their heads 
in thanks every day for the chance to witness 
her and the music she grew up on. I want the 
album, I want her outfits, and I want to be a fly 
on that church wall. I think because this film 
is almost completely music, it may be easy to 
get distracted in a home viewing. This is one to 
surround yourself in the darkness of a theater 
and really enjoy every minute. Catch it at The 
Palm while you have the chance! ❍

Sun Screen is written by New Times Senior 
Staff Writer Glen Starkey and his wife, Anna. 
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SUN SCREEN

Sublime

ARETHA FRANKLIN: 
AMAZING GRACE
What’s it rated? G
What’s it worth, Anna? Full price
What’s it worth, Glen? Full price
Where’s it showing? The Palm 
Theatre in SLO

PHOTO COURTESY OF 40 ACRES & A MULE FILMWORKS

DIVINE: As Aretha Franklin sings, her father, Rev. C.L. Franklin, 
wipes the perspiration from her face in this moving concert 
documentary filmed in 1972.

CALL AND RESPONSE: Aretha Franklin teams up with the Southern 
California Community Choir to record Amazing Grace, her 1972 
gospel album.

FILM REVIEWS continued page 33

Film Reviews

SCORING
FULL PRICE ...It’s worth the full price of an evening showing 
MATINEE ..........Save a few bucks, catch an afternoon showing
RENT IT ...........It’s worth a rental 
STREAM IT .....Wait ’til Netflix has it
NOTHING ........Don’t waste your time

E D WA R D  A .  S M I T H ,  M . D .Call today!

We can help!
•  Doctor-supervised weight loss program 

using safe & effective prescription 
appetite suppressants including the 
well-known Phentermine.

•  Stops food cravings and establishes 
long-term healthy eating habits

G E T  Y O U R  L I F E  B A C K

Medical Office of Weight Loss and Immigration Physicals
805.720.4079 · 1136 E. Grand Avenue, Arroyo Grande

·Vintners Lounge
·Atrium Bistro
·Vintners Grill

·Champagne Sunday Brunch
·Conferences & private  

parties for up to 350 people

928-8000 · 3455 Skyway Drive, SM 
www.radisson.com/santamariaca

A beautiful, full-service 
property located in the 
heart of Santa Maria

• Banquet Facilities for groups of up to 350
• � e Century Room Restaurant 

o� ering a champagne Sunday Brunch
• English Pub with Happy Hour

• Wine Cellar o� ering complimentary appetizers

801 S. Broadway 
805-928-7777

www.santamariainn.com
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his Father Perez role from 2014’s Annabelle, but that’s about it 
(unless I missed any other Easter eggs).
 After Anna shows Perez the strange injuries on her arm, he’s 
already confident in exactly who the culprit is. If there’s one 
thing I really appreciate about The Curse of La Llorona, it’s that 
it does its best to not waste any 
time. I was expecting half of the 
movie boiling down to the children 
trying to convince their mother of 
La Llorona’s existence, but nope! 
Anna sees the ghost herself pretty 
soon after the kids do, and that 
scene really works for me because 
it doesn’t cut away quickly. There’s 
a good 20 seconds of Anna just 
staring at this frightening figure in 
her living room, who she assumes 
is just an intruder at first. She’s 
ready to fight, too, although I don’t 
remember her weapon of choice—
either a baseball bat or another 
blunt object. 
 The nightmare doesn’t end there 
though, as the apparition reappears 
throughout the week, always 
leaving strange burns and bruises 
on the wrists or arms of Anna and 
her children. The performances 
are solid, and I was genuinely 
scared a lot of the time, but for 
me, The Curse of La Llorona isn’t as memorable as several other 
recent horror movies. But in its defense, there’s so much to 
compete with these days. We’re basically living in the “Disney 
Renaissance” of horror films, and I, for one, hope it never ends. 
(93 min.)

—Caleb Wiseblood

SHAZAM!
What’s it rated? PG-13
What’s it worth? Full price
Where’s it showing? Movies Lompoc, Parks Plaza

PICK Horror director David F. Sandberg (Lights Out, 
Annabelle: Creation) successfully steps out of his 

comfort zone to helm this superhero fantasy about 14-year-old 
foster kid Billy Batson (Asher Angel), who is chosen to inherit 
magical powers from a dying wizard (Djimon Hounsou). All 
Batson needs to do is say the magic word—the wizard’s name, 
Shazam!—to transform into an adult superhero (Zachary Levi) 
with super strength, flight, and other abilities.
 Still a kid at heart, the hero—or “champion,” as the wizard 
refers to him—revels in his new powers, testing them out with 
his foster brother, Freddy (Jack Dylan Grazer), the first person 
Batson trusts with his secret. Meanwhile, the insidious Dr. 
Thaddeus Sivana (Mark Strong), a mad scientist who dedicated 
his life to finding the original Shazam, seeks to hunt down 
Batson in order to extract his powers and adopt them himself.

 From the trailers, the film looks like Deadpool for kids, 
but after seeing the final product, I think a more appropriate 
description would be a cross between Harry Potter and Big 
for superhero fans. The film opens with an origin for Sivana, 
cleverly devised to mirror Batson’s origin later; he’s chosen by 
the same dying wizard as a child decades before. Unfortunately, 
Sivana fails the wizard’s test when he is tempted by “the 
Seven Deadly Sins.” The sins are literally represented as 

physical demonic monsters that play an intricate—and quite 
terrifying—role in Sivana’s destiny.
 Sivana is devastated by the wizard’s rejection, who tells 
him he’ll never be worthy enough to inherit his powers. I won’t 
spoil all the details, but the following scene is quite brutal for 
a kids’ movie and includes the darkest use of Bing Crosby’s 
“Do You Hear What I Hear?” I’ve ever seen put on film. I’m not 
always a fan of cheerful music juxtaposed with dark material 
for the sake of irony, but this one works so perfectly. The lyrics 
proclaiming the birth of the messiah really set the stage for 
Sivana’s future role as an antichrist figure.
 It’s a lot to take in, but wow. Believe the hype! The film’s 
universal acclaim since its release is well deserved. Like 
Wonder Woman and Aquaman, Shazam! builds its own world 
and mythology while still retaining the features of a shared 
universe (there are plenty of references to other DC heroes 
throughout the film to make that point clear). Overall, Shazam! 
works on so many levels: an intriguing fantasy, a moving family 
drama, and a brilliant comedy. Drop whatever you’re doing and 
go see it—Shazam! (132 min.) ❍

—Caleb

Sun movie reviews are compiled by New Times Senior Staff Writer 
Glen Starkey. Contact him at gstarkey@newtimesslo.com.
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FAERIE TALE THEATRE
When? 1982-87
What’s it rated? Not rated
Where? DVD, VHS
 Good luck trying to find the ’80s 
Showtime series Faerie Tale Theatre 
anywhere other than YouTube or on a 
hard copy (the complete series on DVD 
starts at more than $100 on Amazon 
with few alternative options). There’s 
always eBay, though. I can’t be the 
only one who used to rent the VHS 
tapes from Blockbuster or the library 
growing up. The appeal of the show 
to kids like me was getting to see a 
live-action adaptation of a classic fairy 
tale, while parents might find interest 
in the celebrity guests chewing up the 
scenery.
 The pilot episode, “The Tale of the 
Frog Prince,” features Robin Williams 
as the titular toad who returns to his 
original human state after kissing a 
princess played by Teri Garr. I really 
wish frogs were reptiles; otherwise, I’d 
make a reptilian shape-shifter joke. 
Unlike amphibians, the origins of Faerie 
Tale Theatre take place on land rather 
than water. Creator and executive 
producer Shelley Duvall developed 
the show after reading the Brothers 
Grimm’s The Frog Prince and pitching 
a television adaptation to Williams, 
who was confident in exploring the 
humorous aspects of the story. Monty 

Python’s Eric Idle was brought in to 
write, direct, and narrate the pilot.
 It’s easy to tell where the show 
is going from this first episode. The 
effects are cheesy and the sets look 
fake, but that’s honestly part of the 
enjoyment. The novelty of watching 
these actors take on these roles—
always either fully costumed or beneath 
tons of makeup, depending on the 
character—is the big draw-in for me. 
Where else are you going to find a 
miniature version of Williams in green 
tights and a frog mask?
 When I think back on my favorite 
episodes, “The Three Little Pigs” comes 
to mind. Billy Crystal, Fred Willard, 
and Stephen Furst portray the trio, 
while Jeff Goldblum plays the big, bad 
wolf. Goldblum may have successfully 
warded off dinosaurs in the past, but 

these anthropomorphic swine can 
do more than just open doors. Other 
memorable performances throughout 
the series include James Earl Jones 
as the genie in “Aladdin and His 
Wonderful Lamp”; Leonard Nimoy as 
the Jafar role (although unnamed) in 
the same episode; and Carrie Fisher 
as Thumbelina in “Thumbelina.” Darth 
Vader, Spock, Princess Leia—one of 
these things is not like the others.
 The list literally goes on and on: 
Christopher Reeve as Prince Charming; 
Vincent Price as the Magic Mirror; 
Mary Steenburgen as Little Red Riding 
Hood; Paul Reubens (aka Pee-Wee 
Herman) as Pinocchio; Mick Jagger as 
an emperor. It’s also fun to note the 
various guest directors brought in to 
helm each episode, including Francis 
Ford Coppola and Tim Burton. I’d love 
for the series to get revived someday, 
the same way Jordan Peele is handling 
the new Twilight Zone. He’d actually be 
perfect for it, but I’d rather he pursue 
his current course toward a Gargoyles 
reboot. Wow, another flood of nostalgia. 
Gotta save that one for the next 
Bingeable—stay tuned! (Six seasons, 
27 episodes, lengths vary) ❍

—Caleb Wiseblood

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHOWTIME

FROG PRINCE: Guess which actor is 
donning the frog costume in the pilot 
episode of Faerie Tale Theatre?

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARVEL STUDIOS

RESTORATION TIME: Thanos has turned half the population of the universe to dust, but 
the remaining Avengers re-team to restore the balance, in Avengers: Endgame.   Santa Barbara

 Vintners
Festival 

The 37th Annual

FOR INFORMAT ION & T I C KE T S  V I S I T : 
S B V I N TNE R SWEEKEND . COM 

OR CA L L  805 . 688 . 0881Santa BarBara Vintners

Saturday, May 4, 2019 · 1pm-4pm
Rancho SiSquoc WineRy 
in the Santa MaRiaValley
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BY CAMILLIA LANHAM

Freshly baked bread hits my nose as soon as 
I open the door to my house on April 9. It’s 
unusual considering I live alone, worked 

all day, and then went to class. But my cousin 
Parisa Amini has been staying with me for the 
last couple of weeks, and she’s become obsessed 
with baking. 
 I know why, too, because I’ve been there. The 
Great British Bake Off (also known as The Great 
British Baking Show) got under her skin, into 
her head, and compelled her to do something 
about it. Parisa has watched four seasons since 
she’s been at my house, and I’m the one who 
gets to reap all of the benefits. 
 In the past week, I’ve come home to freshly 
baked banana bread, an apple tart that most 
definitely did not have a soggy bottom, French 
rolls, and bread that looks like focaccia but 
apparently isn’t. “It’s fougasse,” she corrects me. 
 So instead of snacking on some crappy chips 
that are in my cupboard, I’m ripping a piece of 
freshly baked fougasse off one of the loaves she 
slaved over today. 
 “You should have smelled it when it was 
cooking,” she says. “But oh well.”
 Oh well indeed, but I’m not complaining.
 Her apple tart was divine. My younger cousin 
knows a lot about baking—pies, especially. 
 She walked me through the tips she’s got 
tucked away in her mind for making a nice 
flaky pie crust, which is butter, 
flour, and water (sometimes 
a pinch of sugar and/or salt, 
too). Everything has to be cold. 
Some people freeze butter and 
then grate it, because if the 
butter is too warm, it will seep 
out of the dough as it’s baking. 
Then, you won’t get that flaky 
texture. 
 “Duly noted,” I think. 
“That’s why my quiche had a 
soggy bottom.” 
 I also went on a bit of a baking spree during 
my obsession with the Great British Bake Off 
about a year ago. And while Parisa seems to be 
nailing her bakes, I was mediocre at best.
 Those of you who have felt the pull of The 
Great British Bake Off are probably with me, but 

the rest of you might 
be wondering what 
the hell I’m talking 
about. So I’ll give you 
a quick explainer: 
The Brits created a 
fabulous show all 
about baking—tarts, 
pies, cakes, breads, 
biscuits, rolls, amuse-
bouche, merengue, 
petit fours, the list 
is endless, honestly 
(and it’s a little hard to 
believe). 
    It’s a reality 
TV show that 
starred celebrity 
British bakers Paul 
Hollywood and Mary 
Berry in the first few 
seasons (Prue Leith 
is now Hollywood’s 
co-host) where amateur 
bakers from around the 
U.K. face off in a series of challenges until they 
get kicked off the show, one-by-one. 
 “Everyone is so encouraging of everyone else on 
that show, and it’s just so nice to see that,” Parisa 
says. “A lot of American reality shows are about 
creating villains and watching people argue. It’s 
just such a wholesome show. And you learn a lot.” 

   The contestants go through 
a signature bake, a technical 
challenge (this is the hardest 
as the contestants are given 
a bare-bones recipe and 
asked to follow it to time), 
and a showstopper on each 
episode.
    It’s awesome. The 
fougasse that she baked? 
It’s a technical challenge 
from season 4, episode 6: 

“Botanical.” She found Hollywood’s recipe 
online—it’s available on both the BBC and PBS 
websites—and decided to try it for herself. It’s 
an herbaceous bread that, in my defense, has an 
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Baking obsession
Watching The Great British Bake Off can  
get under your skin and into your oven

EATS continued page 35

PHOTOS BY PARISA AMINI

NON-SOGGY BOTTOM: This tart is brought to you by The Great British Bake Off. Baked with apples off my parents’ tree, my cousin Parisa Amini whipped up a rustic 
(because it’s not in a form) apple tart from scratch without following a recipe.

WAIT TIME: After mixing the fougasse dough in a free-
standing mixer, it has to proof in a closed container until it’s 
risen to the perfect height. 

CRUSTY: Fougasse, which my cousin baked by following The 
Great British Bake Off star Paul Hollywood’s recipe, is a soft 
and herby bread. 

Get obsessed
 You can star on your own reality show by 
attempting to bake after binge-watching 
one of the most wholesome reality TV 
shows ever, The Great British Bake Off, aka 
The Great British Baking Show. Search out 
recipes used in the episodes by visiting the 
BBC or PBS online.

1137 North H Street, Lompoc
(805) 735-4000

Hours: Sun–Thurs 11am–9pm
 Fri–Sat 11am–10pm

www.wildwestpizzaofl ompoc.com

Experience Pizza Nirvana! 
We also have Cauliflower Crust pizzas and Gluten-Free pizzas!

 Fri–Sat 11am–10pm

$5 OFF 

Large Pizza!
With this coupon. Expires 5/31/19.

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Authentic Mexican Food

1531 B. S. Broadway, Santa Maria • 805-346-8983

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Authentic Mexican Food
• Homemade Tortillas Made Fresh Daily •

Menudo &
Pozole

Served Sat & Sun
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Santa Maria
540 E. Betteravia
(805) 349-9800

Arroyo Grande
1390 W. Branch
(805) 473-9292

San Luis Obispo
299 Madonna Rd
(805) 547-1800

Save $2
on a YP2 purchase

 
Disclaimer:

Save $2.00 on the purchase of any You Pick Two meal.   
Valid only at participating Panera Bread® locations 

in Santa Maria, Arroyo Grande, and San Luis Obispo. 
While supplies last.  Limit one coupon per person per 

visit per day. Must present coupon when ordering. 
Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Void if 

modified, copied, reproduced, transferred, purchased, 
traded or sold. Applicable taxes paid by bearer. Cash 
redemption value 1/20 of one cent. Offer may expire 

without notice due to error, fraud or other unforeseen 
circumstances. Offer expires 09/05/2019. © 2019 

Panera Bread. All rights reserved. 

Code: SUNEWYP2

Restaurant and Bakery

156 S. Broadway St,
Suite C · Orcutt

(805) 937-1871 

Mon–Tue: 6am–8pm
Wed–Sat: 6am–9pm

Sun: 7am–8pm

Locally owned and operated

Come Sati sfy 
Your Hunger!

ENJOY ALL YOUR 
CLASSIC AMERICAN 

FAVORITES!
Live music

DJ-s Every Friday & Saturday

18 flat screen TV’s 

Plenty Room for large parties

Party Packs & Catering 

859 Guadalupe st, 
Guadalupe 

(805)219-0977 

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH!

119 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt

805.623.7111
belloforno.com

EAT IN · TO GO · CATER · EVENTS

More Than Just Award Winning Pizza!

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?
Check out My805Tix.com

POWERED BY:

&

SERVING 
PATRICIO’S 

PIZZA

NEW Menu Items to Come!
More than just pizza!

Same  
Great  
Pizza!

Same Great Taste!

Featuring
Pizza Inspired by Patricio Arnoldi!

805.937.8976
156 S. Broadway, Ste E · “Old Town” Orcutt

OTO805EATS.com

FRI, MAY 10

ON SALE NOW!

Sugar Daddy 
Swing Kings

Presented by:
SLO DEPUTY SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

MY805TIX.COM
Does your organization sell tickets? Get more 

exposure and sell more tickets with a local 
media partner. Call 546-8208 for more info.

ALL TICKETS. ONE PLACE.

7:30–11pm 
SLO Veterans Hall

Follow us on 
Instagram!

@SantaMariaSun

#SantaMariaSun

ENERGIZE YOUR DAY!

Mon-Fri 7am-8pm  •  Sat-Sun 7am-3pm
1975 S. Broadway Suite E., Santa Maria

(925) 876-4915

BALANCE NUTRITION
1975 S. Broadway Suite E., Santa Maria
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There’s No Substitute for Quality!
LOMPOC

1413 North H Street

GOLETA (THE ORIGINAL)
5735 Hollister

DOWNTOWN SB
628 State Street

ISLA VISTA
888 Embarcadero Del

SANTA MARIA - NOW OPEN!
985 E. Betteravia

BUELLTON
205 East Hwy 246

MILPAS
216 South Milpas

LA CUMBRE PLAZA
3890 La Cumbre Lane Norte

Billy Burger & Deep Fried Burrito
small order of fries & small soft drink of choice

Regular Burger, small order of 
fries & small soft drink of choice

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS:

Santa Maria’s Original Fast Food Place!
Sorry, debit or credit cards not accepted

523 North Broadway, Santa Maria • 922-6116

 Exp. 5/2/19 Exp. 5/2/19

$5.98 + tax $5.06 + tax

E A T S

aura of focaccia about it. But it’s not 
Italian; it’s French. And it doesn’t 
have that fluffy, spongy texture that 
focaccia is famous for.
 “That bread just sounded so 
good. ... And it’s delicious,” she says. 
“I have to say that Paul Hollywood 
wouldn’t be proud, and I definitely 
wouldn’t get the Hollywood 
handshake, but I don’t think I 
would be last on the technical 
challenge. And isn’t that the goal?” 
 There’s something about 
watching people bake a bunch of 
stuff to a timer that’s invigorating 
and inspiring. Seeing amateur 
bakers mature and grow kind of 
gives you the feeling that you can do 
what they’re doing. Parisa actually 
re-watched the episode as she 
was baking the fougasse to make 
sure that it looked like what the 
contestants were baking because 
she wasn’t sure that her dough was 
the right consistency. 
 “Look at their dough,” she tells 
me as we watch it yet again. “See 
how it’s sticky and pliable? Mine 
didn’t do that.”
 It also was supposed to crackle a 
little when you rip a piece off, which 
she assured me that she tested when 
it came out of the oven. Although 
pies are her thing, she says, this 
adventure into bread-making has 
definitely challenged her. Bread is 
complicated because it has to rest, 
or “proof,” which gives the yeast 
you add to the dough a chance to 
do its thing. The dough has to be 
worked to the perfect consistency, 
be proofed for the perfect amount 
of time, get shaped in the perfect 
way, and then allowed to proof 
again.
 “I would like to try it again, 
though,” she says with a laugh. “I’m 
determined to make it properly.” 
 I’m down to eat it. ❍

Editor Camillia Lanham is living 
off the labor of someone else’s bake. 
Send your thoughts to clanham@
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    • Think you can 
only get a really good 
cup o’ tea with all the 
highfalutin’ fixings 

on the other side of the Atlantic? Think again. 
First & Oak Restaurant at the Mirabelle Inn 
in Solvang is launching a monthly High Tea 
Experience starting May 19 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
The event will feature fine tea served in Royal 
Albert teapots and three tiers of sweet and 
savory bites—complete with those precious 
little tea sandwiches, which Chef JJ Guerrero 
will craft with seasonal, local ingredients. All 
of the fanciness can be yours for $59 a person. 
Reservations are required. Visit firstandoak.com 
or find the restaurant on Facebook to learn more.
 • Root 246 in Solvang launched new spring 
dinner and bar menus and appointed a new 
in-house pastry chef, Bethany Burns! Her 
dessert menu includes a bacon chocolate 
peanut butter crunch bar (five layers of milk 
and dark chocolate AND peanut butter AND 
crispy bacon). Yes please! But back to dinner: 
Chef Crystal “Pink” DeLongpré is bringing 
you yumminess like oak-grilled asparagus 
with cured egg yolk, red radish, house-made 
kimchi, and Korean chili aioli as well as local 
halibut in a kombu broth with Marcona 
almonds, fava beans, Meyer lemon, and fresh 

herbs. The California Avocado Commission 
also announced that Chef Pink was one of 
the commission’s California Avocado Season 
Opening Partners, so chefs Pink and Burns 
included a new vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-
free option on the dessert menu. The Bliss 
Cake is made up of a raw pecan and date cake 
with an avocado, banana, and cocoa mousse 
and an avocado coconut créme. Visit the 
restaurant on Instagram @Root246 to drool a 
little or in person for a taste of the avo action at 
420 Alisal Road in Solvang. 
 • Hop on the Santa Maria Valley Wine 
Trolley for the third season in a row starting on 
May 11. It will run every weekend through Oct. 
13, making a loop from the Costa de Oro Wine 
Tasting Room at 1331 S. Nicholson in Santa 
Maria with stops that include Presqu’ile Winery, 
Cottonwood Canyon Winery, and Old Town 
Orcutt. Guests can hop on and off at the wineries 
and locations of their choosing along the route. 
Cost is $10 per person in advance or $18 at the 
trolley. Go for a ride on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Learn more by visiting 
santamariavalley.com/winetrolley/. ❍

Editor Camillia Lanham is full of avocado at 
the moment. Send your nibbles and bites to 
clanham@santamariasun.com. 

MORE BREAD: My cousin got the baking bug bad from watching The Great British 
Bake Off, and was inspired to try new things. She baked these French rolls on the 
same day she baked the fougasse, which is also French. She proofed them, formed 
them, proofed them again, and then baked them for 20 minutes.

BITES

PHOTOS BY PARISA AMINI
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CONTACT US TODAY! (805) 347-1968 or classifieds@SantaMariasun.com 
RE ACH OVER 150,000 RE ADERS W EEK LY FROM SA N TA Y NEZ TO SA N MIGUEL

KEEP IT CLASSY–FOR FREE! 
Private parties: run FREE classified ads in the For Sale and Autos/Boats section!

The Classies

Earning your 
confi dence and trust 
through performance. 
We will help you from 

start to fi nish! 

www.WhyUSAProperties.net

LOCAL, LOCAL, LOCAL
Helping you fi nd home sweet home!

Open Houses | Foreclosures | Real Estate 
Mortgage Rates | Buyer/Seller Info | Real Estate News

Noelle Cosma
BRE #01275631

noelle@cosmaplatering.com

(805) 922-0660 or (805) 896-6067
5400 Telephone Road, Santa MariaGreco Realty Inc.

805-922-0599 
118 W. Fesler, Santa Maria

Lic. #00892126

FOR RENT

SANTA MARIA/
ORCUTT

609 N. Benwiley Ave. #C 
Studio, 1 ba 

$750/mo  
+ $750/dep

288 E. Foster Rd. Unit B 
4 bd, 1 ba 
$1,600/mo  

+ $1,600/dep

NIPOMO

232 Trevino Dr. 
2 bd, 2 ba 

$1,650 /mo  
+ $1,650 /dep 

136 N. Dana Foothill Rd 
3 bd, 2 ba 
$2,400/mo  

+ $2,400/dep

COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL

1520 E. Donovan Rd 
Santa Maria, Space 9 

$900/mo

PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB TENANT!

Winning 
Images

Wes Bracken, 2018

NewTimesSLO.com · SantaMariaSun.com

Opening night 
at SLOMA is June 19.

See our websites for 
more details!

Our 24th Annual 
Photography Contest 
& Exhibition will be 
held in May & June 

this year!

CATEGORIES: ANIMALS 
ARCHITECTURE · FLORA

LAND/SEASCAPES · PEOPLE 
TRAVEL · YOUTH · OPEN

Entry period is 
May 2–20, 2019

Watch for entry forms 
in New Times and Sun 

starting May 2

@SantaMariaSun  
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(805) 878-0807
BRE LIC #00858641

Bunny@BunnyMaxim.com

Beautiful upgraded 3~BR/2~BA Orcutt home on 10,000+ 
lot with RV parking. This lovely home has remodeled kitchen, 
expanded master suite, vinyl~clad dual pane windows, smooth 
troweled ceilings, open great room with focal point fi replace and 
custom mantel. Close to Rice Ranch Park & trails, convenient 
to stores and elementary, middle & high schools. $399,000

GREAT ORCUTT HOME
Polished, remodeled & meticulously maintained 3~BR/1~BA 
northeast Santa Maria home has laminate and tile fl oors + 
ceiling fans throughout. Spacious living room, kitchen with 
recent appliances, newer roof, covered patio, BBQ & large yard. 
Near Rice school & Park, stores, medical/hospital and easy 
freeway access. $339,900

UNDER CONTRACT

The Maxim in Real Estate
Successfully Serving the Central Coast

Multi~family residential property~This unique 3~unit residential property on 60~acre parcel, offers ideal 
investment in 3 well~maintained homes offering separate, private setting with hillside vistas. Enjoy the versatility 

of investment, primary residence with extended household possibility, or combination of options. Meticulously 
maintained; each unit with respective storage. Rare opportunity! $699,900

THREE HOMES

www.BunnyMaxim.com

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME 

LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AND MORE!

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME 

LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AND MORE!

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME 

LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AND MORE!

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME 

LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AND MORE!

FHA | VA | CONVENTIONAL | DOWN PAYMENT 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS | JUMBO HOME 

LOANS | EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 

AND MORE!

Patrick Chandler
Sales Manager | NMLS ID 632885
Office  805.361.7202
Mobile  805.588.2767
pchandler@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/pchandler

Kate Ferguson 
Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 328481
Office  805.361.7203
Mobile  805.331.6204
kferguson@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/kferguson

Maura Estrada
Sr. Loan Consultant | NMLS ID 633243
Office  805.361.7295
Mobile  805.310.3157
Se Habla Español
MEstrada@loanDepot.com
www.loandepot.com/mestrada

FIND THE 
PERFECT 
MORTGAGE

Didi Reynoso NMLS# 633237
1554 South Broadway, Suite B, Santa Maria
(805) 614-5307

Edna Young NMLS# 614330
1110 East Clark Avenue, Santa Maria
(805) 614-5355

*All loans subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions may apply.

M o r t g a g e    I    R e f i n a n c e    I    H o m e  E q u i t y

Talk to your local Mortgage Loan Representative to get started:

Learn more: RabobankAmerica.com/Mortgage

We are a premier lender offering a variety of programs 
to address your specific needs*:
• Fixed rate, adjustable rate 
 and interest-only loans
• Purchase or refinance
• Programs to finance homes  
 on acreage  

• Mortgage programs for  
 self-employed borrowers 
• HomeReady mortgages with  
 down payments as low as 3%
• Home equity loans and lines of  
 credit (HELOC)
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APRIL SPECIAL!
ALL CARDS $60
WITH THIS AD

Central Coast Medical Recommendations
with local licensed physician David G. Balter, MD (30 years experience)

FOR MEDICAL CANNABIS INFORMATION 
AND TREATMENT PLAN

MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
CARDS

KEEP YOUR CARD FOR PRIVACY

NEW New patients & renewals
NOW BY PHONE: CALL TODAY!

805-481-1181
OPEN: Wed-Fri 10am–2pm & 3–5pm

405 E. Branch St, Ste. 100, Arroyo Grande
(in the Village) Walk-ins welcome

exp. 4/30/19

Make your company 
SHINE in the SUN.

Need m� e 
business?

Contact us at 
805-347-1968

or email classifieds
@santamariasun.com

HANDY PERSON
HANDYMAN 
GETERDUN

Any home project! dale@GetErDun-
handyman.com or 805-310-9950.

HAULING & CLEAN-UP
JT’S HAULING

Trees, Debris, Garage Clean Up, 
Moving and Recycling.  Call Jon 
805-440-4207

Home 
& Garden

Marketplace

santamariasun.com

Golden Spa Massage2019
SPECIAL!

$5 OFF
800 Broadway Ste. B1

Santa Maria
(805) 922-2133

Chinese Acupressure
Foot & Body Massage

Ocean Acupressure
805-322-8223

727 E. Main St • Santa Maria
Open daily 9am – 10pm 

$39 One Hour Massage

$5 Off with this ad!

ACUPRESSURE

MASSAGE THERAPY

***NOTICE***
ALL ADS IN THIS CATEGORY ARE FOR THERAPEUTIC NON-SEXUAL 
MASSAGE ONLY!

BUSINESS FOR SALE

DJ BUSINESS IN 
SLO COUNTY

Retiring DJ is selling successful 
long established mobile DJ busi-
ness in SLO county . Sale includes 
all equipment, 3 setups, sound 
and many LED lighting effects, 
multiple wireless microphones, 
music library, karaoke library and 
equipment. Also includes website 
registered name. Many contacts 
and referrals.

Also included very desirable domain 
name The Central Coast DJ

This is a really great opportunity  
to step right into a long established 
DJ mobile entertainment business 
with an excellent reputation.

Please contact me if interested. 
805-772-0407

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

CLASSIC CARS 
WANTED

• CA$H ON THE SPOT
• All cars, trucks, SUVs

• We come to you!

$ CALL DANNY $$ CALL DANNY $

SELL YOUR RV!

$ CALL DANNY $

(702) 210-7725

• CA$H ON tHE SpOt
• All RVs

• We come to you!

VEHICLES WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS 
MECHANICAL DRYMOUNTING 
LAMINATING PRESS - Canvas trans-
fer. Masterpiece 500T, Commercial 
210M, Jumbo 160M. Call Shannon at 
805.927.3333.

OLYMPIC FRANKLIN CAST IRON 
STOVE - Wood Burning or Gas Log. 
Serial #25931, Back Wall 24”, Side 
Wall 24”, Minimum incombustable 
fl oor covering 3/8” thick. Washington 
Stove Works, Everett, WA. 
Call Shannon at 805.927.3333.

Entries are due by 5pm on 
Monday, June 10, 2019. 

Winners will be published in our  
July 11, 2019 publications. 

For more details: 
bit.ly/55Fiction

Enter Our 
31st Annual  
55 Fiction 
Contest!

Submit a brief story, 
fifty-five words or less, 

with a headline no 
longer than seven words.

805.347.1968
ADVERTISING@SANTAMARIASUN.COM

Ready. Set. 
Summer!
Soak in the marketing.

Let your business shine in our complete guide to 
this summer season’s amazing variety of offerings, 
entertainment and events!

Your marketing will be livin’ easy with the New 
Times and Sun annual Summer Guide pullout — 
the issue that has it all.

Contact your sales rep today!

SUMMER GUIDE
BOOK YOUR AD BY 

5-16-19

5-23-19

PUBLICATION DATE

NEW TIMES MEDIA GROUP 
BY THE NUMBERS

84%

53%

OF OUR READERS ATTEND EVENTS, 
THEATER, AND CONCERTS EACH MONTH

OF OUR READERS ATTEND 
COMMUNITY EVENTS EACH WEEK

76%
OF OUR READERS REFER TO OUR 

CALENDAR LISTINGS EACH MONTH

18,000
SUN CIRCULATION

Follow us on 
Facebook

@SantaMariaSun
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Shop Local  reserve your space today                     805.347.1968   www.santamariasun.com

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA
805.938.1965 | backporchfl owers.net

4850 S Bradley Rd. #D1 | Orcutt, CA

Hello Spring...

SUSHI 805
194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900194 Town Center East, Santa Maria (805)922-9900

460 W. Grand Ave.
Grover Beach

(805)489-3839

1325 N. “H” St. #C, 
Lompoc 

(805)736-8899

A L L Y O U  C A N  E AT S U S H I  &  B B Q K O R E A N  B B Q  &  S U S H I

Sake Sushi#2

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - AT ALL LOCATIONS!

Sake 
NEW 

LUNCH 
SPECIALS 

AT 805 & 
SAKE #2

S U S H I  # 1SA K E

 Straighten your smile and
WIN THIS CAR!

Central Coast Orthodontics
1311 South Miller St, Ste. 201, SM

(805) 347-4444

Visit us on 
Facebook & 

Instagram for 
entry info.

Facebook & 
Instagram for 

2018 VW Jetta Wolfsburg Edition

*Diamond
Plus

Provider

FREE 
SECOND OPINION

(Includes Diagnostic X-Ray(s))

426 E. Barcellus Suites #101 & #102
Santa Maria (805) 925-8767

VALUED
AT $319

Expires
4/30/19

156 B
roa

dw
a

y S
t. O

rcu
tt • 332-3152

101 N
. “H

” S
t. L

om
poc • 430-8396

Ninjutsu • Tai Chi
Karate • Self Defense

3420 Orcutt Rd. Suite 203, Santa Maria
Call for free classes (805) 264-5242

Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors

risingsunmartialartsacademy.net

Rising Sun

 •  • 
Karate • Karate • 

N E W  C L A S S  T I M E S 
O F F E R E D !

EPIC MASSAGE 
327 Town Center West Shopping Center, SM
Across from the mall in the Big 5 Shopping Plaza

805-925-8880

1 HR. MASSAGE
Just $40! 

BBBBest Custom est Custom est Custom Best Custom B
Made Made Cakes on Cakes on Cakes on 

the Central the Central the Central 
CoastCoast

805.922.7866
Town Center Mall, Santa Maria, CA 93454
www.GinasPieceOfCake.com

•  Handmade Candles
• Bathbombs
• Candle Making Classes
• Soaps & More...

125 Union Ave #101, Orcutt · 805-314-2662

1140 E. Clark Avenue · Suite 190
Santa Maria, CA 93455

(805) 925-1678
Our Store Hours
Tues - Fri: 9:30-5:30

Saturday: 10-3
www.melbys.com

Mention this ad for 
a Military discount

Sun’s Best of Winner,
12 years!

Is Your Jewelry Broken, Bent or Boring?
Bring it to Fischer’s for New Life!

225 E. Main St
Santa Maria

805-928-4108
www.fi schersjewelry.com

Expert Repairs • Restorations • Laser Welding • Work Guaranteed 




